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PREFACE. 


The  work  of  preparing  for  publication  the  Official  Records  ot  the 
Union  and  Confederate  navies,  which  was  begun  July  7,  1884,  was 
organized  under  the  superintendency  of  Prof.  J.  R.  Soley,  U.  S.  Navy, 
at  that  time  librarian  of  the  Navy  Department,  afterwards  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

In  August,  1890,  the  work  of  collecting  these  records  and  their  clas¬ 
sification  was  ably  continued  by  his  successor,  Lieutenant-Commander 
F.  M.  Wise,  U.  S.  Navy,  who,  having  received  orders  to  sea,  was  relieved 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Richard  Rush,  LT.  S.  Navy,  in  May,  1893. 

The  long-delayed  publication  was  finally  authorized  by  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  31,  1894,  and  begun  by  Mr.  Rush.  The 
first  five  volumes  were  published  under  his  efficient  administration, 
and  the  important  duty  of  organizing  the  office  for  the  distribution 
of  these  volumes  was  accomplished. 

In  March,  1897,  Mr.  Rush,  having  been  ordered  to  sea,  was  succeeded 
by  Professor  Edward  K.  Rawson,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  superintendent. 

On  December  8,  1899,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  P.  Colvoco- 
resses,  U.  S.  Navy,  was  ordered  to  duty  in  connection  with  the  compi¬ 
lation  and  publication  of  the  Records. 

No  change  is  contemplated  at  present  in  the  outline  of  the  plan  ot 
publication  as  approved  by  the  Department.  This  plan  includes  only 
the  use  of  such  material  as  may  be  certified  to  be  contemporaneous 
naval  records  of  the  war,  which  is  divided  into  three  series,  in  the 
following  order  of  arrangement: 

I.  The  first  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspondence, 
both  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  all  naval  operations  on  the 
Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  and  inland  waters  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  together  with  the  operations  ot 
vessels  acting  singly,  either  as  cruisers  or  privateers,  in  different 
parts  of  the  world.  These  reports  are  accompanied  by  occasional 
maps  and  diagrams. 

In  this  series  the  papers  are  arranged  according  to  squadrons  and 
flotillas,  chronologically;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  Union  reports 
of  any  events  are  immediately  followed  by  the  Confederate  reports. 
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II.  The  second  series  embraces  the  reports,  orders,  and  correspond¬ 
ence  relating  to — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  Union  Navy  in  I8G1,  before  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hostilities,  and  to  its  increase  during  the  progress 
of  the  war,  including  the  annual  and  special  reports  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus. 

2.  The  construction  and  outfit  of  the  Confederate  Navy,  includ¬ 
ing  privateers,  setting  forth  also  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Confederate  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  chiefs  of  bureaus. 

3.  Statistical  data  of  all  vessels,  Union  and  Confederate,  as 
far  as  can  be  obtained. 

4.  Returns  of  naval  and  military  property  captured  by  the 
navies  of  both  sides  during  the  war. 

5.  Correspondence  relating  to  naval  prisoners. 

This  series  is  also  arranged  chronologically  in  each  of  the  above 
sections,  as  far  as  practicable. 

III.  The  third  series  embraces  all  reports,  orders,  correspondence, 
and  returns  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  not  specially 
relating  to  the  matter  of  the  first  and  second  series. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  introduce  throughout  the 
volumes  of  the  different  series  illustrations  of  each  class  or  type  of 
vessels  referred  to,  in  order  to  preserve  the  identity  of  these  ships 
as  they  actually  appeared  during  the  war.  These  cuts  have  been 
reproduced  either  from  photographs  of  the  vessels  themselves  or 
from  the  carefully  prepared  drawings  made  from  official  sources. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  found  in  collecting  the  records,  for,  while 
the  official  reports  of  commanders  of  fleets  and  of  vessels  acting  singly 
are  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  it  is  found  that  the  correspondence 
between  flag-officers  and  their  subordinates  is  frequently  missing. 
Without  this  squadron  correspondence  the  historical  value  of  the  work 
would  necessarily  be  impaired,  and  the  Department  therefore  has 
spared  no  pains  to  secure  the  letter  books  and  papers  of  the  chief  actors 
on  both  sides.  These  papers  have  for  the  most  part  been  obtained,  and 
they  have  been  copiously  used  in  the  compilation  of  the  work.  The 
reports  of  the  Union  commanders  are  full  and  fairly  complete.  It  is  to 
be  regretted,  however,  that  the  Confederate  records  are  not  equally 
complete,  due  to  the  great  difficulty  found  in  collecting  them,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  a  large  part  of  the  archives  of  the  Confederate  Navy 
Department  was  burned  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Frequent  careful 
searches  throughout  various  parts  of  the  country,  conducted  by  a 
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special  agent  of  the  Department,  liave  brought  to  liglit  many  dupli¬ 
cates  of  these  papers,  found  among  the  personal  files  ol  participants. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  will  revive  the  interest  of  participants 
in  the  events  referred  to,  and  lead  them  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  the  whereabouts  of  any  papers  bearing  upon  naval  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  civil  war  of  which  they  may  have  knowledge. 

The  tenth  volume  of  the  records  (Series  I,  vol.  10),  which  has 
recently  been  published  by  the  Department,  gives  the  operations  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  from  May  6,  1804,  to  October  27, 
1864.  The  present  volume  (Series  I,  vol.  11)  gives  the  operations  of 
this  squadron  from  October  28,  1864,  to  February  1,  1805. 

The  reports  and  correspondence  are  placed  chronologically,  with  a 
distinct  heading  for  every  paper.  In  the  record  of  events  in  which 
both  sides  took  part,  the  Confederate  reports  (where  they  could  be 
obtained)  immediately  follow  the  Union  reports,  while  the  miscellane¬ 
ous  Confederate  correspondence  is  placed  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  will  show  the  context  of  these  Con¬ 
federate  papers.  It  is  believed  that  the  chronological  arrangement  of 
the  records,  in  connection  with  the  full  and  complete  index  to  each  vol¬ 
ume,  will  afford  ample  means  of  reference  to  its  contents  without  other 
subdivision  or  classification.  In  reports  of  special  or  single  events, 
in  which  the  papers  bear  specific  relation  to  those  events,  the  chrono¬ 
logical  order  has  been  somewhat  modified,  and  such  documents  have 

been  placed  together  in  the  compilation. 

Edward  K.  Rawson, 

George  P.  Colvocoresses, 
Charles  W.  Stewart, 

Compilers. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington ,  I>.  C.,  December ,  1900. 


Note.— The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  law  governing  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  sets  comprising  the  publication  (act  of  Congress 
approved  July  31,  1894) : 

#  #  *  Qf  said  number,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  loity 

conies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  two  thou¬ 
sand  one  hundred  and  twelve  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  and  forty-eight  copies  for  the  use  of  the 
and  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  among  officeis  of  t 
Navy  and  contributors  to  the  work.  The  quotas  herein  authorized  of 
said  publication  for  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be 
sent  bv  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and 
individuals  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Representatives,  am 
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Delegates  of  tlie  Fifty-third  Congress,  it  being  the  purpose  of  this  dis¬ 
tribution  herein  provided  for  to  place  these  records  in  public  libraries, 
and  with  permanent  organizations  having  libraries,  so  far  as  such 
libraries  may  exist  in  tlie  several  States  and  Territories.  Each  Senator 
shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-four  and  each  Representative  and 
Delegate  not  exceeding  nineteen  of  such  addresses,  and  the  volumes 
shall  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time,  as  they  are  published,  until  the 
publication  is  completed;  and  all  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be 
distributed  as  provided  herein  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per  centum  added  thereto,  and 
tlie  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury.  If  two 
or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  inform  the  Seuators,  Representatives,  or 
Delegates  who  have  designated  the  same,  who  thereupon  may  desig¬ 
nate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  shall  inform  distributees  at  whose  instance  the  volumes  are  sent. 

The  following  joint  resolution  regarding  the  distribution  of  the  work 
was  approved  January  30,  1896: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  send  the  undistributed 
copies  of  the  Ofiticial  Records  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  both  of  the 
Union  and  of  the  Confederate  navies,  to  such  libraries,  organizations, 
and  individuals  as  may  be  designated  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress  by  the  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-fourth  Congress  of  the 
districts  whose  Representatives  in  the  Fifty-third  Congress  failed  to 
designate  the  distributees  of  their  quota  of  said  Official  Records,  or 
any  part  thereof,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July 
thirty-first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  joint  resolution 
approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-five,  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  and  form  provided  in  said  act. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  28, 1896, 
which  increased  the  edition  from  10,000  to  11,000  copies : 

*  *  *  For  printing,  binding,  and  wrapping  one  thousand  addi¬ 

tional  copies  of  series  one,  volumes  one,  two,  three,  and  four,  for  sup¬ 
plying  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have  not  received  the  work,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 


ORDER  OF  COMPILATION  OF  NAVAL  WAR  RECORDS. 


SERIES  I. 


1.  Operations  of  the  Cruisers,  1861-1865. 

Union  cruisers. 

"West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Wilkes,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 
West  India  (Flying)  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1864. 
Confederate  cruisers  and  privateers. 

2.  Operations  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  January  to  June  7,  1861. 

Surrender  of  tlie  Pensacola  Navy  Yard. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  relief  of  Fort  Pickens. 

3.  Operations  on  the  Atlantic  Coast,  January  to  May  13,  1861. 

Cooperation  of  the  Navy  in  the  attempts  to  relieve  Fort  Sumter. 

Abandonment  and  destruction  of  the  Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Home  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.  N. 

4.  Operations  ou  the  Potomac  and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Ward,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Captain  Craven,  U.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Lieutenant  Wyman,  U.  S.N.,  1861-1862. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Harwood,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Potomac  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  N.,  1863-1865. 


Atlantic  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Stringham,  U.  S.  N.,  May  13  to  Sept.  23, 1861. 

West  India  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Pendergrast,  U.  S.N.,  1861. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Barron,  C.  S.  N. 

Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N  1861. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Goldsborough,  U.  S.  N  1861-186.. 
Naval  Defenses  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S.  N. 

James  River  Flotilla,  under  Commodore  Wilkes,  U.  S. N-,  1862 
North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  R .,  186. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Forrest  and  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Inland  Waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  Commander  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cane  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N„  1864-1865. 

James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officers  Mitchell  and  Semrnes  0.  S.  N. 

*  Naval  Defenses  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  I  mkney,  C.  S.  • 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Radford,  U.  S.  N .  1  . 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  N  1861-18  3^ 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  under  Flag-Officer  Tattnall,  C.  S. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  C.  S.  N. 
South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  U.  SA,  1863-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  South  Carolina,  under  Flag-Officer  Tucker,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Defenses  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  under  Flag-Officers  Hunter  and  Tattnall,  C.  S.  Is .  _ 

It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those  who 
communicate  with  the  Office  ot  Is  aval 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant, 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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6.  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons,  1861-1865. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Mervine,  IT.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TT.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  McKean,  TT.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lardner,  TT.  S.  N.,  1862. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Bailey,  U.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 
East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Captain  Greene,  TT.  S.  N.,  1864. 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Stribling,  TT.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 
West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  Farragut,  TT.  S.  N.,  1862-1863. 

Mortar  Flotilla,  under  Commander  Porter,  TT.  S.  N.,  1862. 

Lower  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Randolph,  C.  S.  N. 

Trans-Mississippi  Marine  Department,  under  Major  Leon  Smith,  C.  S.  A. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Bell,  TT.  S.  N.  (ad  interim),  1863. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Farragut,  U.  S.  N.,  1864. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Admiral  Buchanan,  C.  S.  N. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Commodore  Palmer,  TT.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Thatcher,  U.  S.  N.,  1865. 

*  Mobile  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Farrand,  C.  S.  N. 

7.  Operations  on  the  Western  Rivers,  1861-1865. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Commander  Rogers,  TJ.  S.  N.,  1861. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Foote,  TT.  S.  N.,  1861-1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Hollins,  C.  S.  N. 

Naval  Forces  on  Western  Waters,  under  Flag-Officer  Davis,  U.  S.  N.,  1862. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defense  Fleet,  under  Captain  Montgomery,  C.  S.  A. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Commander  R.  F.  Pinkney,  C.  S.  N. 

*  Mississippi  River  Defenses,  under  Flag-Officer  Lynch,  C.  S.  N. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TT.  S.  N.,  1862-1864. 

Mississippi  Squadron,  under  Acting  Rear-Admiral  Lee,  TT.  S.  N.,  1864-1865. 

*  Naval  Defenses  of  Red  River,  Louisiana,  under  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Carter,  C.  S.  N. 


*  The  Confederate  material  under  this  head  is  very  scant.  It  is  therefore  hoped  that  those,  who 
have  any  Confederate  naval  documents  upon  the  subject  will  communicate  with  the  Office  of  Naval 
War  Records,  Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAB  SERVING  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKAD¬ 
ING  SQUADRON ,  OCTOBER  23,  1864 ,  to  FEBRUARY  1,  1865. 


Name. 


Rate. 


Tonnage. 


Class. 


Crew.  ;  Guns. 


Advance . 

Agawam . 

Alabama . 

Albemarle . 

Aleit . * - 

Anemone . -- 

Aries . 

Arietta . 

Atlanta . 

Augusta . -  -  - 

Baltimore . 

Banshee . 

Bat . 

Bazelv  * . 

Belle. . 

Ben  Morgan . 

Berberry . 

Bignonia . — 

Britannia . 

Brooklyn . 

Cactus . 

Calypso . 

Cambridge . 

Canonicus . 

Ceres . 

Charles  Phelps . 

Cherokee . 

Chicopee . 

Chippewa . 

Clematis . ■  ■ 

Clinton . 

Cohasset . 

Colorado . 

Commodore  Barney 
CommodoreHull.  -  - 
Commodore  Morris . 
Commodore  Perry  . 

Crusader  . 

Dacotali . 

Dawn . 

Daylight . 

Delaware . 

Dictator . 

Dumbarton . 

Emma . 

Eolus . 

Eutaw . 


Fourth  ... 

880 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

1  9.84. 

Fourth  ... 

200 

Schooner . 

Fourth  . . . 

65 

Screw  steamer . 

T7.  _J.1_ 

IRfl 

Third . 

820 

Fourth  . . . 

199 

Mortar  schooner . 

Third . 

1,  006 

Ironclad  steamer . 

Third . 

1,310 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

Fourth  . . . 

500 

Fourth  ... 

530 

Fourth  .  -  - 

55 

Screw  steamer . 

TP  in 

Fourth  . . . 

407 

Ordnance  ship . 

Fourth  ... 

163 

Screw  steamer . 

do  . 

Fourth  - .  - 

495 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

Second  -  -  - 

2,070 

Screw  steamer . 

Fourth  ... 

176 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

Fourth  . . . 

630 

Screw  steamer . 

rpi  t 

Third . 

1, 034 

Ironclad  steamer . 

Fourth  ... 

144 

Screw  steamer . 

Fourth  ... 

362 

Supply  ship . 

Fourth  . . . 

606 

Screw  steamer . 

Third . 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

Fourth  . . 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

Fourth  --- 

296 

Fourth  .  - 

50 

Fourth  -- 

100 

1  First  .... 

3, 425 

Fourth  .. 

513 

Side-wheel  steamer . . 

Fourth  . . 

376 

f]n  . 

Fourth  .. 

532 

Fourth  . . 

513 

Fourth  . . 

545 

Screw  steamer . 

Third  . . . 

997 

Screw  sloop . 

Fourth  . . 

391 

Screw  steamer . 

Fourth  . . 

682 

.  Fourth  . . 

357 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

Second  . . 

3,  033 

Ironclad  steamer . 

.  Fourth  . . 

700 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

.  Fourth  - . 

350 

Screw  steamer . 

.  Fourth  . . 

344 

955 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

.  Third - 

*  Same  as  Picket  Boat  No.  2  or  Beta. 


98 

4 

145 

10 

144 

10 

22 

15 

2 

30 

4 

90 

7 

39  ; 

2 

145 

4 

162 

10 

24 

2 

60 

3 

82 

3 

12 

24 

2 

35 

. 

35 

4 

41 

3 

75 

5 

367 

26 

32 

3 

70 

7 

96 

10 

85 

2 

42 

2 

23 

1 

92 

6 

72 

10 

64 

6 

46 

3 

16  . 
12 
626 
96 
68 
88 
29 
79  j 
147 
60  ; 
57 
68  | 
174 
96 
70 
53 
135 


2 

52 

7 

6 

6 

6 

7 

8 
4 
8 

3 
2 

4 
8 
3 

10 


XV 


XYI  LIST  OF  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OF  WAR. 

* 

List  of  United  States  vessels  of  war  serving  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
October  28,  1864,  to  February  1,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

Fahkee . 

699 

73 

3 

Florida . 

Third.  - . 

1,261 

150 

7 

Fort  Donelson . 

Third.... 

900 

137 

7 

1,770 

194 

iq 

General  Putnam  * . 

149 

32 

4 

726 

96 

Glance . 

Fourth  .. 

80 

14 

Governor  Buckingham . 

Third.... 

886 

1 1?, 

0 

Grand  Gulf . 

1,  200 

201 

Granite . 

75 

Harcourt . 

Fourth  . 

75 

68 

Heliotrope . 

238 

Henry  Brinker . 

108 

Hetzel . 

301 

How quah . 

397 

Hoyt . 

Fourth  . . 

19 

Hunchback . 

Fourth  . . 

517 

Huron . 

507 

Iosco  . 

Third.... 

974 

Isaac  N.  Seymour . 

Fourth  . . 

133 

James  Adger . 

Third. . . . 

1, 151 

John  L.  Lockwood . 

Fourth  .. 

180 

Juniata . 

1,  240 

Kansas . 

Fourth  . . 

593 

Keystone  State . 

Third.... 

1,  364 

Lenapee . 

Third.... 

974 

Lilac . 

129 

Lilian . 

630 

2 

Little  Ada . 

Fourth  . . 

196 

2 

Louisiana . 

Fourth  . . 

295 

Mackinaw . . 

Third .... 

974 

oD 

Mahopao . 

Fourth  . . 

1,  034 

10 

Malvern . 

627 

2 

Maratanza . 

Third.... 

786 

3 

6 

Martin . 

Fourth  . . 

35 

9 

Massasoit . 

Third.... 

974 

Mattabesett . 

Third.... 

974 

141 

145 

10 

Maumee . 

Fourth  . . 

593 

10 

Mendota . 

974 

6 

Mercodita . . . 

Third.... 

776 

144 

10 

Miami . 

Third. . .. 

730 

121 

9 

Minnesota . . . 

First  .... 

3,  307 

134 

8 

M  oceasin . 

Fourth  . . 

192 

540 

48 

Mohican . 

Third.... 

994 

150 

3 

10 

Monadnock . 

Third.... 

1,  564 

Montauk . 

Fourth  . . 

844 

146 

88 

4 

Montgomery . 

Third. . . . 

787 

4 

Monticello . 

Fourth  . . 

655 

110 

6 

Morse . 

Fourth  ... 

513 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

96 

78 

3 

6 

Mount  Vernon . 

Fourth  . . . 

625 

Screw  steamer . 

50 

5 

Mount  Washington . 

Fourth  . . . 

500 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

40 

1 

‘Indexed  in  preceding  volumes  as  William  G.  Putnam. 

LIST  OP  UNITED  STATES  VESSELS  OP  WAR. 
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List  of  United  States  vessels  of  war  serving  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
October  2S,  1SG4,  to  February  1 ,  1865 — Continued. 


Name. 


Mystic . 

Nansemond . 

K erens . - . 

New  Berne . 

New  Ironsides . 

Niphon . ; . 

Nyack . 

Onondaga . 

Osceola . . 

Otsego . 

Pawtuxet . 

Peqnot . - 

Phlox . 

Picket  Boat  No.  1  (Alpha)  . 
Picket  Boat  No.  2  (Beta) 
Picket  Boat  No.  3  (Gamma) 
Picket  Boat  No.  4  (Delta) . . . 
Picket  Boat  No.  5  (Epsilon) 

Picket  Boat  No.  6  (Zeta) - 

Picket  Launch  No.  3 . 

Picket  Launch  No.  4 . 

Picket  Launch  No.  5 . 

Picket  Launch  No.  6 . 

Pontoosuc . 

Loppy . . . 

Powhatan . 

Quaker  City  . 

R.  It.  Cnyler . 

Release . . 

Renshaw . . 

Republic . 

Rhode  Island . 

B  om  an . 

Sabine . 

Saco . 

Saffron . . 

St.  Lawrence . . . 

Samuel  Bo  tan . 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

Sassacus . 

Saugus  . 

Seneca . 

Shamrock . 

Sliawmut . 

Shenandoah . 

Shokokon . 

SpuytenDuyvil . 

State  of  Georgia . 

Stepping  Stones . 

Susquehanna  . 

Tacony . 

Tallapoosa . 

Ticonderoga . 


Bate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

G-uns. 

Fourth  . . . 

541 

7 

Fourth  .  . . 

340 

Side-wlieel  steamer . . 

63 

4 

Third . 

1,244 

Screw  steamer . 

164 

ii 

Fourth  . . . 

948 

. do . 

92 

6 

First  ....'. 

3,486 

Ironclad  steamer . . 

376 

18 

F ourtli  . . . 

475 

70 

9 

Fourth  . . . 

593 

118 

g 

Second  . . . 

1,250 

Ironclad  steamer . 

130 

4 

1  Third . 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

145 

10 

Third . 

974 

145 

10 

Third . 

974 

189 

12 

Fourth  ... 

593 

130 

12 

1  Fourth  . . . 

317 

32 

Fourth  . . . 

55 

9 

Fourth  . . . 

12 

Fourth  . . . 

55 

. do . . 

Fourth  . . . 

50 

. do . 

4 

Fourth  ... 

10 

Fourth  . . . 

60 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . . . 

Fourth  . .. 

1  - 

Fourth  . . 

Third . 

974 

181 

12 

Fourth  . . . 

93 

Screw  steamer . 

20 

2 

First . 

2, 415 

266 

18 

Second.... 

1,600 

. do . 

163 

9 

Third . 

1,  202 

154 

12 

Fourth  . . . 

327 

Bark . 

85 

a 

80 

Fourth  . . . 

90 

1 

Second.... 

1,517 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

157 

12 

Fourth  ... 

350 

Storesliip . 

9 

1 

Second. . . . 

1,726 

Sailing  frigate . 

328 

36 

Fourth  . . . 

593 

Screw  steamer . 

127 

12 

Fourth  . . 

73 

. do . 

16 

1 

Second.... 

1,  726 

Sailing  frigate . . 

118 

12 

Fourth  . . . 

212 

Sailing  schooner . 

29 

4 

Second .... 

1,567 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

143 

11 

974 

145 

10 

Third... 

1,  034 

81 

2 

Fourth  ... 

507 

Screw  steamer . 

90 

6 

Third . 

974 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

160 

11 

Fourth  ... 

593 

Screw  steamer . 

35 

8 

Second. . . . 

1,378 

. do . 

171 

10 

Fourth  . . . 

700 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

112 

6 

116 

99 

Third . 

1,  204 

113 

8 

Fourth  . . . 

226 

. do . 

21 

5 

2  450 

306 

16 

Third 

974 

145 

10 

974 

202 

10 

Second. . . . 

1,533 

Screw  steamer . 

163 

18 

*  Known  also  as  Iiazely  and  J.  E.  Bazely. 
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List  of  United  States  vessels  of  wav  serving  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 
October  28,  1864,  to  February  1,  1865—  Concluded. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Tonnage. 

Class. 

Crew. 

Guns. 

• 

Fourth  . . . 

444 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

80 

9 

Tug  Boats  Nos.  1  to  6.* 

Third . 

997 

Screw  steamer . 

172 

10 

507 

. do . 

81 

6 

56 

. do . 

20 

Fourth  ... 

190 

_ do . 

48 

6 

3,360 

Side-wheel  steamer . 

209 

17 

886 

Screw  steamer . 

122 

7 

254 

. do . 

44 

3 

3,  274 

. do . 

550 

46 

Fourth 

441 

29 

5 

139 

45 

4 

390 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

41 

4 

Fourth  . . . 

334 

29 

1 

■William  G.  Putnam. t 

974 

Side- wheel  steamer . 

145 

14 

458 

Screw  steamer . 

68 

5 

593 

. do . 

113 

8 

173 

. do . 

13 

2 

Fourth  . . . 

418 

...do . 

85 

5 

127 

25 

2 

*  Indexed  in  this  volume  as  Picket  Boats  Nos.  1-6. 
t  Indexed  in  this  volume  as  General  Putnam. 


CALENDAR. 


186-4. 


OCTOBER. 

NOVEMBER. 

Sun. 

M. 

T. 

w. 

T. 

P. 

Sat. 

Sun, 

M. 

T. 

w. 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

1 

1 

2 

Q 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

6 

i 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

27 

28 

29 

30 

30 

31 

DECEMBER. 


Sun, 

M. 

T, 

W. 

T. 

F. 

Sat, 

l 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

1865. 


JANE  ARY. 

FEBRUARY. 

Sun, 

M, 

T. 

& 

_ 1 

IS 

F. 

Sat. 

Sun, 

M. 

T. 

W, 

T. 

F. 

Sat. 

<  1 

2 

3 

4  [  5 

6 

7 

1 

2 

3 

4 

8 

9 

10 

11  12 

13 

14 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

15 

16 

17 

18  19 

20 

21 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

22 

23 

24 

25  26 

27 

28 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

29 

30 

31 

26 

27 

28 

1 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  OCTOBER  28, 18(54,  TO  FEBRUARY  1,  18(55. 
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NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


FROM  OCTOBER  28,  1864,  TO  FEBRUARY  1,  1865. 

Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
regarding  delay  in  the  proposed  joint  attach  upon  the  defenses  of 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Navy  Department,  October  28,  1864. 

Sir:  You  are  aware  that  owing  to  shoal  water  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Cape  Fear  River  a  purely  naval  attack  can  not  he  undertaken  against 
Wilmington.  Had  there  been  water  enough  for  our  broadside  ships  of 
the  Hartford  class,  the  naval  attacks  of  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and 
Port  Royal  would  have  been  repeated  there.  I  have,  as  you  are  aware, 
often  pressed  upon  the  War  Department  the  importance  ot  capturing 
Wilmington,  and  urged  upon  the  military  authorities  [the  necessity]  of 
undertaking  a  joint  operation  against  the  defenses  ot  Cape  Fear  River, 
but  until  recently  there  never  seems  to  have  been  a  period  when  that 
Department  was  in  a  condition  to  entertain  the  subject. 

Two  months  ago  it  was  arranged  that  an  attack  should  be  made  on 
the  1st  of  October,  but  subsequently  postponed  to  the  15th,  and  the 
naval  force  has  been  ready  since  the  15th  instant,  in  accordance  with 
that  agreement.  One  hundred  and  fifty  vessels  of  war  now  form  tlie 
North  Atlantic  Squadron.  The  command  first  offered  to  Rear-Admiral 
Farragut,  but  declined  by  him,  has  been  given  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 
Every  other  squadron  has  been  depleted  and*  vessels  detached  from 
other  duty  to  strengthen  this  expedition.  The  vessels  are  concentrated 
at  Hampton  Roads  and  Beaufort,  where  they  remain,  an  immense  force 
lying  idle,  awaiting  the  movements  of  the  army.  The  retention  of  so 
many  vessels  from  blockade  and  cruising  duty  is  a  most  serious  injury 
to  the  public  service,  and  if  the  expedition  can  not  go  forward  for  want 
of  troops,  1  desire  to  be  notified,  so  that  the  ships  may  be  relieved  and 
dispersed  for  other  service. 

The  importance  of  closing  Wilmington  is  so  well  understood  by  you 
that  I  refrain  from  presenting  any  new  arguments.  I  am  aware  of  the 
anxiety  of  yourself  and  of  the  disposition  of  the  War  Depaitment  to 
render  all  the  aid  in  its  power.  The  cause  of  the  delay  is  not  from  the 
want  of  a  proper  conception  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  but  the 
season  for  naval  coast  operations  will  soon  be  gone.  Geueial  Biagg 
has  been  sent  from  Richmond  to  Wilmington  to  prepare  for  the  attack, 
and  the  autumn  weather  so  favorable  for  such  an  expedition  is  fast 
passing'  away.  The  public  expect  this  attack  and  the  country  will  be 
distressed  if  it  be  not  made;  to  procrastinate  much  longer  will  be  to 
peril  its  success.  Of  the  obstacles  which  delay  or  preveut  military 
cooperation  at  once,  I  can  not  judge,  but  the  delay  is  becoming  exceed¬ 
ingly  embarrassing  to  this  Department,  and  the  importance  ot  having 
the  military  authorities  impressed  with  the  necessity  ot  speedy  action 
has  prompted  this  communication  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


The  President. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Nichols ,  IT.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  fitting  of  torpedo  catchers  to  the  vessels  near  the 
obstructions. 


Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  October  28,  1804. 

Sir:  It  is  well  to  be  provided  against  all  contingencies.  As  there  is 
a  ferriage  across  the  obstructions  for  small  boats,  the  rebels  may 
attempt  to  get  torpedoes  over  and  place  them  under  your  vessels.  You 
will  have  torpedo  catchers  placed  on  the  bow  of  each  vessel  now  or 
hereafter  lying  near  the  obstructions.  This  can  be  best  done  by  rig¬ 
ging  out  a  couple  of  spars  rigged  shear  fashion,  with  a  cross  piece  at 
the  end  with  poles  or  iron  bars  running  down  into  the  water,  the  cross 
pole  to  be  wider  than  the  vessel,  and  the  vertical  pieces  to  extend 
below  the  bottom.  A  rope  netting  across  the  vertical  poles  will  make 
the  whole  thing  complete.  I  want  you  to  try  and  blow  out  a  channel 
on  the  bar  200  feet  wide. 

If  you  can  get  this  done  by  the  time  I  get  back,  I  will  attempt  to  go 
up  the  river.  Do  not  trust  too  securely  to  the  sunken  vessels,  but 
keep  the  same  lookout  as  if  they  were  not  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Belknap,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Seneca. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  28,  1804. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  your  station  on  the  blockade 
off'  Wilmington,  reporting  to  the  senior  officer  there. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  Seneca,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  IT.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Glitz,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Osceola. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  28,  1804. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  sea  and  resume  your  station  on  the  block¬ 
ade  off'  Wilmington,  stopping  at  Beaufort  to  unload  your  shells. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

T  „  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  Osceola,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  IS.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Arey , 
U.  tS.  Navy ,  commanding  B.  8.  8.  Wilderness. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  and  report  to  senior  officer  off  Eastern  Bar 
[Cape  Fear  River],  for  duty  on  tlie  blockade  as  a  chaser. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Bear- A  dmiral. 

Acting  Master  Henry  Arey, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Wilderness,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Capture  of  the  British  steamer  Lady  Sterling,  October  28,  1864. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  N  avy,  transmitting  reports. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Boads,  November  5,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  reports  of  the  capture  of 
the  blockade  runner  Lady  Sterling  by  the  Bolus,  Calypso,  and  Fort 
Jackson,  on  the  28th  October,  off  Wilmington. 

The  Lady  Sterling  is  a  fine  vessel  of  1,000  tons  burden,  was  loaded 
with  980  bales  of  cotton,  and  it  was  her  first  trip  out. 

The  prize  is  now  in  Beaufort,  coaling. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lundt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eolus. 

U.  S.  S.  Eolus, 

Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  Biver,  October  29,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  British 
side-wheel  steamer  Lady  Sterling  on  the  28th  of  October,  while  run¬ 
ning  the  blockade  out  of  Wilmington,  N .  C.,  at  8:45  p.  m.  She  was 
sighted  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  Bolus  at  6:10  p.  m.  coming  out  over  the  bar, 
clTased  for  two  hours  and  thirty-five  minutes,  and  overtaken  and  cap¬ 
tured  after  a  run  of  about  30  miles  to  the  S.  W.,  no  other  vessel  at  that 
time  being  in  sight  excepting  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso,  who  assisted  in  the 
capture.  Along  with  this  1  send  a  complete  prize  list  of  the  officers 
and  crew  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Eolus  at  the  time  of  the  capture, 
claiming  a  share  in  the  prize  steamer  Lady  Sterling  and  cargo  of  about 
900  bales  of  cotton. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  O.  Lundt, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bolus. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1>.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Stuart,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Calypso. 


U.  S.  S.  Calypso, 

Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  October  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have,  the  honor  to  report  that  the  steamer  Lady  Sterling,  Captain 
D.  Cruikshank,  of  London,  just  out  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  bound  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  was  made  prize  to  this  vessel,  the  U.  S.  S. 
Bolus  being  present,  yesterday  evening  at  1)  o’clock  and  45  minutes, 
Bald  Head  light  house,  distant  40  miles,  and  bearing  N.  E.,  about  under 
the  following  circumstances: 

At  6 : 30  p.  m.  yesterday,  28th  instant,  the  Calypso  being  at  lier  sta¬ 
tion  oft'  the  Western  Bar,  a  rocket  was  seen,  followed  by  several  others, 
in  the  direction  of  the  bar,  indicating  by  their  courses  that  a  vessel 
(runner)  was  passing  seaward,  and  to  the  westward;  at  the  same  time 
the  reports  of  several  guns  were  heard;  steered  a  course  S.  E.  to  inter¬ 
cept  her,  the  stranger,  and  at  6:44  p.  m.  sighted  a  steamer,  it  being 
dark,  coming  toward  us;  challenged  her,  but  received  no  reply.  At 
the  same  instant  she  was  discovered  to  be  burning  black  smoke,  and 
had  two  smokestacks;  gave  chase  at  once,  and  commenced  tiring  at 
her,  she  being  distant  about  one-third  of  a  mile.  Her  course  at  first 
was  varied,  but  in  a  short  time  her  head  was  put  on  a  S.  S.  WT.  course; 
the  Calypso ,  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  in  hot  pursuit,  set  all  sail,  the 
wind  being  fresh  from  W.  S.  W. ;  continued  firing  at  the  chase,  she  being 
a  short  half  mile  ahead,  but  seemingly  gaining  on  us;  the  night  was 
quite  dark  and  somewhat  misty.  At  8  p.  m.  a  steamer  passed  to  the 
eastward  of  us,  evidently,  like  ourselves,  chasing;  could  not  make  her 
out.  At  8:35  a  large  steamer  (which  I  took  to  be  the  Fort  Jackson) 
passed  us,  steering  to  the  southward,  making  the  challenge  as  she 
passed,  which  we  answered.  At  this  time  the  chase  was  directly  ahead 
and  plainly  in  sight.  To  the  eastward  of  her  a  steamer  showing  a  bright, 
continuous  light,  continued  on  after  the  stranger,  she  changing  her 
course  to  S.  W.,  W.  S.  W.,  and  round  again  to  S.  S.  W.  About  9 :  40  p.  m. 
observed  that  the  chase  had  put  about  and  was  standing  in  a  northerly 
direction  toward  us.  Immediately  closed  in  on  her,  and  at  9:45,  she 
being  broad  on  our  port  beam,  distant  about  three  hundred  yards,  under 
full  headway  (our  head  being  S.  W.by  S.)  fired  three  shells  at  her  in  quick 
succession,  each  taking  effect,  whereupon  her  engines  were  stopped, 
and  after  displaying  two  white  lights — indicating  that  she  had  surren¬ 
dered — she  commenced  blowing  off.  Immediately  after  this  a  steamer, 
which  proved  to  be  the  Folus ,  passed  near  and  spoke  us.  Just  before 
firing  the  last  three  guns  at  the  prize,  this  steamer,  the  Folns,  was  seen 
to  the  eastward  of  us,  and  the  prize,  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
and  about  the  same  time  a  flash  was  seen  and  a  report  of  a  gun,  evi¬ 
dently  from  the  Folus,  was  heard.  In  rounding  to  we  passed  close  by 
the  Folus ,  when  her  commander  informed  me  that  he  would  board  her, 
the  prize,  at  once,  she  (the  Folus)  being  short  and  easily  put  about. 
Ran  up  alongside  of  the  prize  and  sent  a  boat  with  an  officer  and  crew 
on  board  of  her,  the  Folus  boarding  about  the  same  time.  The  offi¬ 
cer  sent  from  the  Calypso  at  once  took  possession  of  the  vessel  and  sent 
her  commander  and  other  officers  on  board  of  the  Calypso,  agreeably 
to  my  instructions. 

On  boarding  the  prize,  she  was  found  to  be  on  fire  forward,  and  the 
attention  of  the  officers  and  men  was  wholly  directed  toward  extin¬ 
guishing  the  flames. 

It  appeared  from  the  statement  of  the  officers  of  the  prize  that  one 
of  our  first  shots  (with  shell)  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  had 
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entered  her  hull  forward  and  set  fire  to  the  cotton  therein  stored.  Sev¬ 
eral  other  shots  tired  at  the  same  time  took  effect.  The  shots  last  fired 
each  struck  the  vessel,  doing  more  or  less  damage. 

Captain  Cruikshank  informed  me  that  all  his  papers  were  left  on 
board,  and  were  under  lock  and  key,  and  that  my  prize  officer  had  the 
keys.  He  further  informed  me  that  the  vessel  had  on  board  about 
980  bales  of  cotton  and  3  tons  of  tobacco. 

Every  means  was  employed  to  get  at  and  stop  the  fire,  which  was 
confined,  as  above  stated,  to  the  forehold. 

At  daylight  this  morning,  having  towed,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
Eolus ,  the  prize  nearly  to  our  anchorage  off  the  Western  Bar,  we 
received  valuable  assistance  in  putting  out  the  fire  from  the  divisional 
officer.  Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  who  in  person  visited  the  vessel  and  gave 
directions.  The  Yicltsburg,  Aries ,  and  Dumbarton ,  whose  commanding 
officers  attended  in  person,  also  aided ;  with  their  aid  the  flames  were 
subdued.  The  amount  of  damage  done  can  not  at  present  be  estimated, 
but  it  is  not  supposed  to  be  very  great. 

A  prize  officer  and  crew  have  been  put  on  board  the  Lady  Sterling , 
with  orders  to  proceed  to  Boston. 

I  have  forwarded  to  the  prize  commissioners  all  the  papers  found  on 
board  the  prize,  together  with  a  list  of  the  persons  sent  in  her  as  wit¬ 
nesses.  A  copy  of  the  latter  is  herewith  enclosed. 

Coin  was  found  on  board  of  her  amounting  to  $3,415,  which  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  prize  master. 

The  Lady  Sterling  is  said  to  register  900  tons,  but  her  capacity  is 
only  about  550  tons.  She  is  an  iron  vessel  and  apparently  well  built. 

The  whole  distance  run  in  the  chase  was  about  34  miles. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred.  D.  Stuart, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  Steamer  Calypso. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  October  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  to  you  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
Lady  Sterling,  with  980  bales  of  cotton,  endeavoring  to  run  out  of  the 
port  of  Wilmington  at  this  entrance,  by  the  steamers  Eolus  and  Calypso , 
at  about  9  o’clock  last  night.  At  the  same  time  another  vessel  made 
her  escape,  being  chased  by  the  Dumbarton ,  S.  by  E.  down  the  reef, 
which  the  prisoners  inform  me  was  the  rebel  steamer  Cliickamauga  (late 
Edith).  The  rockets  first  seen  were  directed  westerly,  in  which  direc¬ 
tion  we,  in  the  Fort  Jackson ,  first  chased,  but  seeing  rockets  sent 
southerly  to  the  east  of  us,  accompanied  by  guns,  I  turned  our  head  in 
that  direction.  The  guns  fired,  increasing  their  distance  southerly, 
and  seeing  more  rockets  westerly,  I  stood  W.  S.  W.  under  all  steam  in 
chase,  with  black  smoke  ahead.  Coming  up  with  chase,  we  challenged 
by  lanterns  and  found  it  was  the  Calypso,  with  another  vessel  near  her, 
with  running  light,  also  in  chase,  and  passing  the  Calypso,  and  seeing 
nothing  of  the  chase,  I  left  it  to  those  vessels,  to  return  to  the  bar, 
where  I  thought  my  presence  most  required,  while  these  vessels  were 
chasing  away  from  it.  Soon  after  having  turned,  guns  were  fired  in 
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S.  W.  direction,  showing  that  our  vessels  were  within  range  of  the 
runner,  and  at  daylight  she  was  discovered  near  our  anchorage,  with 
the  Eolus  and  Calypso  endeavoring  to  extinguish  a  fire  in  her  forehold, 
caused  by  shells  exploding  amongst  the  cotton.  As  the  Vicksburg 
was  to  go  north  for  repairs,  I  send  her  to  convoy  this  valuable  prize  to 
Hampton  Boads,  stopping  at  Beaufort  for  what  coal  she  may  require. 
Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  Com  dp.  Third  Division ,  off  Western  Bar. 

Bear- Admiral  If.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Aries, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  October  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  send  you  a  list  of  officers  and  men  attached  to 
this  vessel  claiming  a  share  in  the  English  steamer  Lady  Sterling,  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Eolus  and  Calypso  off'  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  near  the  western  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  Biver,  while  violat¬ 
ing  the  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  28th  of  October,  18(i4.  This  claim 
is  based  on  the  fact  that  the  Aries  assisted  very  materially  in  capture 
of  the  above-named  blockade  runner,  as  the  following  explanation  will 
show,  viz:  At  6:30  p.  m.,  while  cruising  on  our  night  station  in  4g 
fathoms  water,  wit li  Bald  Head  light  bearing  E.  S.  E.,  distant  3  miles, 
saw  guns  and  rockets  fired  by  a  vessel  bearing  S.  E.  by  E.,  indicating 
the  presence  of  a  blockade  runner  steering  about  W.  N.  W.  and  directly 
toward  this  ship.  Shortly  after,  the  stranger  appeared  in  full  view, 
with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Eolus  following  closely  at  his  heels.  I  opened  fire  on 
the  stranger  at  the  short  range  of  about  COO  yards,  one  shot  taking 
effect  on  his  hull.  Tins  caused  him  to  sheer  off  to  the  southward,  which 
enabled  the  Eolus  to  close  in  still  nearer,  who  in  turn  drove  him  back 
to  the  westward,  toward  the  U.  S.  S.  Calypso,  which  vessel  opened  fire, 
driving  the  stranger  to  the  southward  and  westward,  when  the  chase 
commenced  on  a  straight  course  about  S.  W.,  with  the  Calypso  on  his 
starboard  quarter,  the  Eolus  on  his  port  quarter,  and  this  ship  nearly 
astern  and  gaining  rapidly  on  the  chase.  All  three  vessels  chased  in 
this  manner  a  short  time,  when  the  Eolus  drew  in  between  this  vessel 
and  the  chase,  thereby  obstructing  my  line  of  fire,  which  rendered  our 
presence  no  longer  necessary,  as  the  chase  was  entirely  in  the  power 
of  the  Eolus  and  Calypso  and  his  capture  certain.  I  gave  up  the  chase 
and  returned  to  station,  considering  it  unwise  to  leave  the  “  key”  to 
the  bar  wholly  unguarded,  as  the  absence  of  the  three  vessels  necessa- 
nly  would  have  done.  When  I  turned  back,  at  about  8  o’clock,  the 
chase  and  her  pursuers  were  plainly  seen  by  all  on  board  this  vessel, 
and  we  could  easily  have  been  present  at  the  capture,  had  not  our  duty 
called  us  back  to  our  station.  At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  29th 
I  discovered  the  prize  to  be  on  fire  and  her  two  captors  lying  near, 
endeavoring  to  extinguish  it.  This  was  about  eight  hours  after  her  cap¬ 
ture.  I  sent  men  and  a  fire  engine  to  assist.  They  remained  till  this 
morning,  when  they  returned  and  reported  the  fire  extinguished. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  S.  Wells, 

Tr  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  C. 
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Additional  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  November  S,  1864. 

Sir:  I  liave  examined  the  Lady  Sterling.  She  is  a  beautiful  vessel, 
and  no  expense  spared  on  her.  She  cost  $250,000,  is  new,  and  wants 
but  little  done  to  her  here  to  make  her  the  linest  blockader  we  have. 
She  made  13  knots  with  one  engine,  which  she  ran  out  of  W  ilmington, 
[N.  C.l,  with:  our  engineer  broke  the  other.  Both  cylinder  heads  are 
gone,  which  is  the  only  damage.  She  goes  to  New  York  tomorrow 
under  convoy.  Her  cargo  and  hull  are  valued  at  $700,000.  About  a 
hundred  bales  of  cotton  were  thrown  overboard,  the  vessel  having  been 
set  fire  to  by  a  shell. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  D  avid  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  V.  S.  Navy,  requesting  calcium  lights  for 

use  in  the  sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Albemarle  Sound,  October  28,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  learn  by  General  Order  No.  G  that  blockaders  are  to  be 
furnished  with  calcium  lights.  I  would  respectfully  represent  that  a 
light  of  that  kind  would  be  very  useful  in  the  sounds  ot  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  enabling  the  picket  boat  at  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River  to 
illuminate  that  river  as  far  up  as  the  first  bend  (about  hal  t  a  mile),  thus 

rendering  it  impossible  for  the  squadron  to  be  surprised  by  the  ram 

or  by  torpedo  boats,  which  the  enemy  might  here  employ  with  great 

atlT  therefore  respectfully  request  that  a  number  of  these  lights  suffi- 
dent  to  effect  this  object  may  be  forwarded,  together  with  instructions 
for  using  them. 

Very  respectfully,  w  H  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Corndg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  A.  Berney ,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
1  his  presence  in  James  River  to  witness  experiments  with  Greek  fire. 

Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  October  29, 1864. 

Dear  Sir:  The  last  of  next  week  I  shall  fire  some  100-pound  Greek 
fire  shells  and  also  throw  a  stream  of  fire  up  at  the  Army  ot  the  James, 
bv  orders  of  General  Butler,  as  there  arc  many  strong  ironclads  at 
lb ch m on d  Wilmington,  [N.  C.l,  Charleston,  Savannah,  [Ga.],  and  other 
Xces  yet,  andTbelieVe  with’the  fire  they  could  soon  be  destroyed. 
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Can  you  go  up  to  the  army  and  see  the  lire  thrown  f  I  am  satisfied 
that  you  will  adopt  it  at  once.  The  machine  that  will  he  used  can  be 
put  on  board  of  any  monitor.  An  early  reply  will  oblige. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Beeney. 

Admiral  Porter. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Lowry,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  exchange  of  numbers  between  naval 
vessels. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29, 1864. 
Sir  :  It  will  be  your  duty  to  make  your  number  on  the  appearance  of 
any  naval  or  armed  vessel  on  the  horizon,  and  they  should  do  the  same. 
If  they  do  not,  bring  them  to  with  shot  and  ascertain  what  they  are, 
and  their  character. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  B.  Lowry, 

Commanding  Sabine,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Weaver,  V.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Chippewa. 

Hampton  Roads,  October  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  get  ten  seamen  from  the  Sabine,  with  their  accounts, 
without  delay,  and  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  your  station  off  Wil¬ 
mington,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  blockade  runners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver, 

Commanding  Chippewa,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  XI.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Nickels,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Cambridge. 


October  29, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  get  your  vessel  ready  for  sea  with  all  dispatch  and 
proceed  with  her  off  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren  for  duty  m  the  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 
Very  respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commmanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Cambridge. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Jackson. 

October  29,  lSb4.-~AA  daylight  saw  the  Calypso  and  Loins  in  charge 
ol  a  prize,  which  proved  to  be  the  Lady  Sterling,  on  fire.  Sent  men 
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and  hose  on  board  to  assist  in  putting  it  out.  Made  signal  to  the  fleet 
to  do  the  same.  At  6:30  p.  m.  saw  flashes  ot  guns  and  rockets  going 
in  a  westerly  direction.  Stood  W.  N.  W. ;  saw  two  steamers,  to  the 
westward,  who  challenged  us.  We  answered  the  challenge  with  lan¬ 
terns,  both  steering  to  the  S.  E.;  saw  a  steamer  steering  to  the  S.  E., 
which  we  supposed  to  be  the  Aries.  She  hove  up  a  rocket  from  her 
quarter-deck  in  the  opposite  direction  to  the  way  she  was  going.  We 
saw  two  steamers  to  the  eastward  of  Bald  Head,  one  apparently  in 
chase  of  the  other,  as  she  was  tiring  at  her  and  sending  up  rockets  in  a 
southerly  direction.  We  gave  chase  to  the  southward.  The  vessel  we 
took  for  the  Aries  challenged  us,  which  was  answered  by  us.  At  7 : 10 
the  Vicksburg  challenged  us;  we  answered  challenge,  spoke,  and  passed 
her,  she  firing  and  sending  up  rockets.  She  reported  a  blockade  run 
ner  S.  by  W.'  Continued  the  chase.  At  7 : 20  the  vessel  which  we  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  the  Aries  commenced  burning  black  smoke  and  about  the 
same  time  challenged  us,  which  was  answered  by  us  with  lanterns. 
She  challenged  us  the  second  time  and  was  answered.  She  then  fired 
at  us.  While  we  answered  the  third  time,  one  shot  struck  us  under  the 
port  chains  forward,  penetrating  the  side  and  exploding  on  orlop  deck, 
tearing  bulkhead  off  paymaster’s  store  room  and  destroying  a  portion 
of  the  stores.  Another  struck  the  quarter-deck;  passed  through  bul¬ 
warks  overboard.  Stopped  ship,  blew  oft  steam,  at  the  same  time  show¬ 
ing  a  lantern  over  the  stern  and  challenged  her  with  Coston  signal, 
which  she  answered.  At  7 :  40  hailed  the  Avics  /  ordered  the  captain 
on  board.  At  S  stood  for  our  station. 


Abstract  Jog  of  the  IT.  8.  8.  Aries. 

October  29,  1864.— Cruising  on  night  station.  At  6:30  saw  the  flash 
of  a  gun,  followed  by  a  rocket,  bearing  E.  S.  E.  Went  to  quarters  and 
stood  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  rocket  that  the  blockade  runner 
was  steering.  At  7  saw  the  blockade  runner  bearing  S.  E.  Fired  five 
shots  at  her.  At  7:20  saw  a  steamer  on  our  starboard  beam;  chal¬ 
lenged  her  three  times,  and  got  no  answer.  Fired  three  shots  at  her. 
Then  she  challenged  us  witli  Coston  signals.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Fort  Jackson.  At  7 :  50  returned  to  our  station. 


Capture  of  Plymouth ,  JST.  C..  and  its  defenses  by  a  naval  force  commanded 
by  Commander  Macomb,  ' U.  8.  Navy ,  October  29-November  1 ,  1864. 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  I  took  the 

batteries  at  this  place  and  now  hold  them. 

The  Shamrock ,  Chicopee,  Otsego,  Wyalusing ,  Tacony,  Commodore  Hull, 

Valley  City,  and  Whitehead  were  engaged. 

We  have  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  and  twenty  cannon.  I 

will  report  in  detail  without  delay. 

Yery  respectfully, 

W.  E.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads ,  November  11,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  the  report  of  Commander 
W.  H.  Macomb  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  batteries  and  town  of 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  which  place,  with  all  its  defenses,  was  captured  from 
our  land  forces  some  time  last  spring. 

This  was  a  very  gallant  affair,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  expedition  and  all  concerned.  It  is  a  handsome  finish¬ 
ing  stroke,  after  the  blowing  up  of  the  ram. 

The  fruits  of  this  capture  are  22  cannon,  37  prisoners,  200  stand  of 
arms,  and  more  being  picked  up  daily. 

The  flags  of  the  fort  and  of  the  Albemarle  and  a  large  amount  of 
ammunition  were  also  taken. 

If  I  can  not  raise  the  ram,  I  will  completely  destroy  her,  after  saving 
her  guns. 

I  have  directed  all  the  guns  at  Plymouth  to  be  dismounted  and  sent 
away,  and  can  hold  it  with  one  or  two  gunboats. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Macomb,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N .  C.,  November  1,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  31st  ultimo  I  cap¬ 
tured  the  enemy’s  batteries  at  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  and  the  ordnance  and 
ordnance  stores  at  that  place,  some  prisoners,  and  a  quantity  of  pro¬ 
visions.  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  action: 

Alter  the  return  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  from  his  expedition 
to  blow  up  the  Albemarle ,  at  Plymouth.  I  determined  to  make  an  attack 
on  the  batteries  defending  that  town.  Accordingly,  on  the  29th  ultimo 
the  vessels  under  my  command  at  that  time  in  Albemarle  Sound  got 
underway  at  about  11 : 15  a.  in.  and  proceeded  up  the  Koanoke  Riverain 
the  following  order:  Commodore  Hull,  Shamrock,  Chicopee,  Otsego  Wya- 
hmng  and  Tacony,  the  Valley  City  being  sent  at  the  same  time  up  the 
Middle  River  (which  joins  the  Roanoke  above  Plymouth)  in  order  to 
cut  oft  any  vessels  or  stores  which  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  carrv 
out  m  that  direction.  At  about  12  m.  we  came  within  rano-e  of  the 
lower  batteries  protecting  the  town,  upon  which  we  opened  fire  which 
was  returned.  We  continued  to  advance  to  within  a  mile  of  the  works 
when  we  discovered  that  the  channel  was  obstructed  at  a  point  opposite 
the  batteries  by  two  schooners  sunk  one  on  each  side  of  the  wreck  of 
the  South  field,  which,  together,  formed  a  barrier  which  could  only  have 
been  passed  with  great  danger,  if  at  all.  I  therefore  made  signal  to 
return,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  vessels  ran  out  of  the 
liver  at  ^  p.  in.  with  the  exception  of  the  Valley  City ,  which  vessel  hav¬ 
ing  heard  the  firing  commence  and  cease,  and  supposing  that  we  had  won 
t  ie  day ,  ran  down  the  Roanoke  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Plymouth 

about  10  p  n,aS  fired  °T1’  and  then  returned>  arriving  in  the  sound  at 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  ultimo,  having  been  informed  that  there 
was  sufficient  water  in  the  Middle  River,  I  determined  to  blockade  the 
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enemy  at  Plymouth  by  going  up  that  river  and  gaining  the  Roanoke 
above  the  town,  knowing  that  the  rebels  had  no  more  vessels  to  sink  in 
the  channel,  and  consequently  that  1  should  have  only  the  batteries  to 


contend  against  should  I  advance  from  that  direction.  1  got  underway 
in  the  Shamrock,  following  the  tug  Bazely ,  Acting  Ensign  M.  D.  Ames 
commanding,  having  on  board  the  pilot  of  the  Wyalusing ,  Mr.  Alfred 
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Everett,  and  followed  by  tlie  Otsego ,  Wyalusing ,  Tacotiy ,  and  Commodore 
Hull  in  the  order  in  which  their  names  are  mentioned.  The  Chicopee 
and  Valley  City  were  not  present,  the  former  having  been  sent  by  me  the 
night  before  to  New  Berne  for  repairs,  and  the  latter  being  on  her  way  to 
Hampton  Roads  with  Lieutenant  W  .  B.  Cushing  and  his  dispatches, 
both  having  started  before  I  had  decided  on  ascending  the  Middle 
River.  By  the  good  piloting  of  Mr.  Everett  the  vessels  got  safely 
through  into  the  Roanoke  River  at  about  4  p.  m.  I  left  the  Commodore 
Hull  in  the  Middle  River  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  laying  torpedoes 
there.  On  our  way  through  the  Middle  River  we  fired,  by  compass 
courses,  over  the  woods  at  Plymouth,  at  distances  varying  trom  2,040 
to  1,700  yards,  and  I  have  since  learned  that  our  fire  at  that  time  was 
very  effective. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we  arrived  in  the  Roanoke,  owing 
to  the  extreme  narrowness  and  short  curves  of  the  Middle  River,  but 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  blockading  the  river  or  putting  torpedoes  in 
the  channel  I  dropped  to  within  short  range  for  the  100-pounder  Par¬ 
rotts  and  shelled  him  for  an  hour  or  so.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
31st  ultimo,  having  determined  on  attacking  the  batteries,  I  sent  a  tug 
for  the  Commodore  Hull  and  commenced  preparations  for  the  action. 
At  about  8  a.  m.  the  Commodore  Hull  arrived,  and  I  stationed  her  at  the 
head  of  the  line  as  before,  on  account  of  her  ability  to  fire  directly  ahead. 
At  about  9  a.  in.  the  IT.  S.  S.  Whitehead  came  up  the  Middle  River  with 
stores  for  the  vessels  in  Albemarle  Sound  from  the  naval  depot  at  TTew 
Berne.  As  her  100-pounder  Parrott  had  been  taken  out,  I  had  her 
lashed  alongside  the  Tacony ,  the  Bazely  being  lashed  to  the  Shamrock 
and  the  Belle  to  the  Otsego  (all  on  the  port  side)  to  keep  the  vessels  in 
motion  in  case  their  engines  should  be  damaged.  We  also  had  steam 
blown  off  the  starboard  boilers  of  all  the  double-enders,  the  fires  banked 
very  low  beneath  them,  and  the  stop  valve  between  the  two  boilers  of 
each  ship  closed;  so  that  there  was  no  steam  in  the  starboard  boilers, 
but  the  water  in  them  being  warm,  it  could  be  got  up  in  a  short  time. 
At  9:30  a.m.,  the  vessels  being  in  line,  I  signalized  to  the  Commodore  Hull 
to  run  ahead  and  reconnoiter  and  ascertain  if  the  channel  was  clear. 
She  reported  all  right,  and  I  got  underway,  signaling  the  other  vessels 
to  follow  in  close  order.  The  enemy  opened  fire  as  soon  as  we  came 
within  range  and  kept  up  a  constant  and  very  heavy  fire,  directed  princi¬ 
pally  against  the  Commodore  Hull  and  the  Shamrock.  As  I  neared  the 
batteries  I  gave  the  order,  “Go  ahead  fast,”  and  we  were  soon  directly 
opposite  the  enemy’s  guns,  when  he  was  driven  from  his  rifle  pits  and 
fieldpieces  by  grape  and  canister  from  the  ships,  which  we  poured  in 
very  heavily.  The  batteries  still  held  out,  though  their  fire  began  to  be 
wild,  but  as  the  Shamrock  passed  them  one  of  her  shells  exploded  in 
their  magazine,  which  blew  up  with  great  force,  some  of  the  fragments 
falling  on  our  decks.  This  evidently  caused  a  panic  among  the  rebels, 
for  from  that  time  their  fire  slackened  and  at  length  ceased  altogether. 
I  then  made  signal  to  cease  firing,  and  then  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  batteries,  which  was  done  without  resistance.  A  party  from  this 
ship  under  Lieutenant  Duer  marched  into  the  lower  works  ( we  having 
by  this  time  passed  the  town  and  arrived  opposite  them),  took  about  a 
dozen  prisoners,  and  spiked  the  guns  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  firing 
on  the  vessels  should  they  return  to  their  batteries. 

It  gives  me  great  gratification  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  the  gallant  and  intelligent  conduct  of  all  the  commanding  officers 
engaged,  viz,  Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold,  Otsego ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Earl  English,  Wyalusing ;  Lieutenant-Commander 
W.  T.  Truxtun,  Tacony ;  Acting  Master  Francis  Josselyn,  Commodore 
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Hull ;  Acting  Master  James  G.  Green,  tug  Belle ;  Acting  Master  G.  W. 
Barrett,  Whitehead ;  and  Acting  Ensign  M.  D.  Ames,  tug  Basely,  who 
worked  and  fought  their  ships  admirably,  preserving  the  order  of  battle 
under  a  very  severe  lire,  and  pouring  into  the  rebel  works,  ride  pits,  and 
the  town  a  tremendous  fire  of  all  kinds  of  projectiles.  I  think  promo¬ 
tion  would  be  but  justice  to  these  gallant  officers,  who  certainly  deserve 
the  honorable  notice  of  the  Government.  I  wish  particularly  to  bring 
before  the  Department  tbe  conduct  of  Acting  Master  Francis  Josselyn, 
of  the  Commodore  Hull ,  who  worked  his  ship  and  battery  to  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  all  who  saw  him,  and  also  that  of  Acting  Master  G.  W. 
Barrett,  of  the  Whitehead ,  whom  I  sent  on  board  the  Commodore  Hull 
to  pilot  us  through  the  obstructions  on  account  of  his  knowledge  of  the 
river,  and  who  acquitted  himself  in  his  usual  fine  style.  These  two 
deserve  particular  notice  from  the  fact  that  the  Commodore  Hull  was 
the  leading  ship,  and  on  her  the  first  and  heaviest  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  directed.  1  would  also  respectfully  recommend  for  promotion  the 
pilots  of  the  ships  engaged. 

We  captured  37  prisoners,  22  cannon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ord¬ 
nance  stores,  the  exact  amount  of  which  I  am  unable  to  give  at  present, 
nearly  200  stand  of  arms  (more  are  being  picked  up  all  the  time),  the 
ram  Albemarle  sunk  at  the  wharf  with  everything  on  board,  and  the 
colors  of  the  batteries  and  the  ironclad. 

For  the  part  which  each  vessel  took  in  the  action,  I  must  refer  you 
to  the  reports  of  the  different  commanding  officers,  which  I  will  forward 
as  they  are  received.  As  commanding  officer  of  the  Sliamroclt ,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  testify  to  the  gallant  behavior  of  the  officers,  crew, 
and  marines  of  this  vessel.  The  engineer’s  department,  under  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  William  IT.  Harrison,  was  very  efficient.  The  dif¬ 
ferent  divisions  were  worked  remarkably  well,  and  the  guns  were 
worked  in  the  most  spirited  and  effective  manner,  for  which  I  am  in  a 
great  measure  [indebted]  to  Bieutenant  II.  F.  Duer,  executive  officer, 
and  the  officers  of  the  divisions.  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Louis 
Sands,  and  H.  A.  Macomb,  captain’s  clerk,  were  with  me  on  the  hurri¬ 
cane  deck  during  the  engagement  and  rendered  good  service  as  aids, 
the  latter  acting  as  signal  officer. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Colonel  D.  W.  Wardrop,  commanding  Sub- 
Division  of  Albemarle,  who,  anticipating  our  requirements,  arrived  here 
with  160  men  from  Roanoke  Island  to  assist  in  garrisoning  the  works 

which  we  had  captured. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr .,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  N orth  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Not  being  aware  of  the  admiral’s  whereabouts,  I  have  forwarded  this 
direct  and  will  send  the  original  to  him  when  I  hear  where  he  is. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Duer,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir:  The  damage  to  this  ship  in  the  engagement  of  October  31  is  as 

One  grapeshot  starboard  bow,  6  feet  troin  water  line,  struck  and 
glanced,  slightly  denting  wood. 


1G  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

% 

One  shot  starboard  bow,  4  feet  from  water  line,  struck  and  glanced? 
crushing  and  splintering  the  wood  through,  30  iuches  long  0  inches 

wide.  .  . 

One  shell  exploded  over  the  ship  abreast  of  foremast,  a  piece  striking 
the  fore-topmast  on  port  side,  cutting  out  a  piece  about  24  inches  long. 

One  shell  exploded  forward  of  starboard  wheel,  several  pieces  enter¬ 
ing  upper  part  of  guard  and  wheelhouse  and  cutting  hurricane  deck 
awning,  used  as  a  barricade. 

One  shot  (32-pounder)  strut  k  forward  knee  of  hurricane  deck,  star¬ 
board  side,  passing  through  starboard  bulkhead  of  crank  room,  carry¬ 
ing  away  hand  rail,  through  forward  and  after  bulkheads  of  galley 
room,  through  coppers,  out  port  bulkhead  of  valve  room,  carrying 
away  half  the  bulkhead,  struck  spirketing  of  after  pivot  port,  port 
side,  crushing  the  wood,  bending  and  breaking  the  braces  and  hinges 
of  two  after  ports,  glanced,  splintered  forward  end  of  port  hammock 
netting,  and  went  overboard. 

One  shot  struck  under  guard,  crushing  the  wood  (15  by  4  inches) 
glanced,  passed  through  iron  knee  of  outboard  bearing,  cutting  iron 
rim  of  wheel  and  injuring  some  of  the  paddle  boards. 

One  shot  struck  inside  on  port  quarter,  passed  through  side,  tearing 
off  and  bending  iron  plate  on  outside. 

Total  number  of  hits,  six. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Rufus  K.  Duee, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Report  of  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Harrison,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 
Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  8 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  injuries  received  in  the  engineer’s 
department  during  the  action  of  October  30  and  31,  viz:  Outside  rim 
of  starboard  wheel  bent  by  running  upon  the  bank  during  the  passage 
up  Middle  River,  and  cut  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  rebel  batteries  at 
this  place. 

One  shot  hole,  7.|  inches  diameter,  through  forward  rib  of  the  cast- 
iron  bracket  supporting  starboard  outboard  pillow  block.  Hand  rail 
of  starboard  side  of  crank  gallery  destroyed,  and  the  gallery  plate 
broken  by  a  raking  shot  through  upper  part  of  engine  room.  Guard 
beam  of  port  wheelhouse  stove  in  and  broken  completely  off. 

These  damages,  with  exception  of  the  wheel,  have  been  temporarily 
repaired  and  the  engine  continues  to  do  good  service. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  H.  Harrison, 

Second  Assistant  and  Senior  Engineer. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Barton,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  2 ,  1864. 
Sir:  1  herewith  transmit  an  account  of  the  casualties  on  board  this 
vessel  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Plymouth, 
N.  C.,  on  the  31st  of  October,  1864: 
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Samuel  Champs,  seaman,  by  grape-shot  through  right  lung. 

John  Williams,  seaman,  by  Minie  ball  through  right  side,  coining  out 
left  hip. 

Total  killed,  2. 

Wounded . 

i 

William  H.  Harrison,  second  assistant  engineer,  contusion  left  arm; 
head  and  neck,  slightly. 

William  Bowles,  landsman,  left  eye  lost  by  shell;  wound  in  left  thigh 
by  shell;  right  wrist  by  Minie  ball,  slightly;  right  middle  huger  by 
splinters,  slightly. 

John  Potter,  seaman,  contusions  on  light  shoulder,  slightly. 

George  W.  Williams,  landsman,  contusion  by  splinters  on  right 
breast  and  left  thigh  and  leg,  slightly. 

Towndron  Doty,  landsman,  shell  wound  through  calf  right  leg, 
severely;  forehead,  left  eye,  and  nose  lacerated  by  splinters,  severely; 
right  wrist  by  shell,  slightly. 

James  B.  Sparks,  landsman,  had  left  eye  knocked  entirely  out,  acci¬ 
dently,  by  an  oar  in  the  hands  of  another  man  immediately  after  the 
surrender  of  the  rebel  batteries;  he  is  doing  well. 

Total  wounded,  C. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Philip  H.  Barton, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Arnold,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Otsego. 

IT.  S.  S.  Otsego, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
this  vessel  in  the  capture  of  Plymouth,  from  the  29tli  ultimo  to  the 
31st,  inclusive. 

At  11  a.  in.,  on  the  29tli  ultimo,  got  underway  by  signal  and  took 
position  in  line  of  battle,  and  following  the  Shamrock  and  Chicopee 
proceeded  up  the  Roanoke  River  toward  Plymouth  to  assist  in  the 
attack  upon  that  place.  About  11:30  a.  in.  the  enemy’s  lower  battery 
opened  fire  on  the  division,  which  we  returned  as  well  as  the  position 
of  the  leading  vessels  would  permit,  but  with  what  effect  I  am  unable 
to  say. 

Obstructions  being  discovered  in  the  river,  and  torpedoes  suspected, 
signal  was  made  to  retire,  which  I  did,  in  company  with  the  other  ves¬ 
sels  of  the  division,  and  anchored  at  the  mouth  of  the  Roanoke  River 
about  2: 15  p.  m. 

On  Sunday,  30th  ultimo,  got  underway  by  signal,  in  company  with 
the  other  vessels  of  the  division,  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle, 
following  the  Shamrock  up  Middle  River  to  assist  again  in  the  attack 
upon  Plymouth,  and  on  reaching  a  point  about  2,600  yards  distantfrom 
that  place  commenced  firing  shot  and  shell  by  cross  bearings  over  the 
land  into  the  town,  but  with  what  effect  I  can  not  state,  continuing  it 
as  we  ascended  the  river  at  intervals  until  3  p.  m.,  when  we  ceased 
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firing,  and  at  4:30  anchored  in  Roanoke  River,  about  2  miles  distant 
from  Plymouth.  At  0 :  20  got  underway,  in  company  with  the  division, 
and  took  position  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Plymouth,  and 
bombarded  the  town;  continuing  to  do  so,  with  no  reply  from  the  enemy, 
until  7:30  p.  m.,  when,  by  your  order,  we  fell  back  out  of  range  of  the 
enemy’s  guns  and  anchored  for  the  night. 

On  Monday,  31st  ultimo,  at  7  a.  m.,  got  underway  in  company  with 
the  other  vessels  of  the  division,  having  the  tug  hellc  lashed  to  oui 
port  quarter,  and  proceeded  down  the  Roanoke  to  the  attack,  and  at 
11 : 30  opened  fire  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile  on  the  enemy’s  works, 
which  consisted  of  forts,  rifle  pits,  etc.,  and  continued  firing  rapidly  and 
effectively  until  12:25  p.  m.,  when,  by  signal,  we  ceased  firing,  the 
enemy  having  abandoned  his  work,  and  retreated  with  the  greatest 
precipitancy,  after  which  we  anchored  oft  the  town. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  this  vessel  and  crew  escaped  uninjured,  the 
enemy’s  projectiles  either  passing  over  ns  or  falling  short. 

At  the  fourth  discharge  I  lost  the  services  of  a  100  pounder  rifle,  in 
consequence  of  the  elevating  screw  bending,  and  of  a  20-pounder  rifle, 
on  account  of  the  bed  breaking.  Another  screw  was  substituted  for 
the  former,  which  was  broken  at  the  fifth  discharge,  thereby  rendering 
the  gun  incapable  of  further  service  during  the  action. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  cool  and  gallant  conduct 
displayed  by  the  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  during  the  fight. 

Acting  Master  P.  J.  liargous,  of  the  Shamrock,  who  volunteered  to 
act  as  my  executive  officer,  was  of  the  greatest  service  to  me  during  the 
engagement.  I  would  recommend  him  to  your  especial  notice. 

The  precaution  taken  by  Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  O. 
Midlam  (in  charge  of  this  vessel’s  engine)  to  meet  any  mishap  that 
might  have  occurred  to  her  boilers  and  engine,  merits  my  approbation: 
and  the  prompt  manner  in  which  the  whole  engineer  corps  performed 
its  duty  during  the  engagement  was  most  satisfactory  and  creditable 
to  it.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  of  this  vessel,  all  of  whom 
performed  their  several  duties  with  zeal  and  gallantry: 

Acting  Ensign  T.  G.  Hale,  commanding  first  division;  Acting  Ensign 
J.  P.  Gallagher,  commanding  second  division;  Acting  Ensign  William 
H.  McLean,  commanding  third  division ;  ActingMaster’sMateL.  A.  Kent, 
commanding  fourth  division;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Stephen  A.  Abbott, 
commanding  fifth  division;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Franklin  Stedman, 
Paymaster’s  Clerk  Robert  T.  Houston,  First  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel 
C.  Midlam,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  William  Otley,  Third  Assistants 
John  Reilley,  Albert  F.  Beyse,  and  Levi  W.  Lord;  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  G.  C.  Baynolds,  Pilot  John  Lewis. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ammunition  expended  during  the  engage¬ 
ment,  viz: 


100-pounder  Parrott : 

Solid  shot .  1 

Percussion  shell . 1 .  26 

15-second  fuze,  naval  time .  11 

15-second  fuze,  naval  time .  10 

5  second  fuze,  naval  time .  It 

5-second  fuze,  shrapnel .  2 

Dahlgren  IX-inch: 

10-second  fuze  shell .  1 

5-second  fuze  shell .  6 

Rounds  grape .  22 

Rounds  canister .  5 

5-second  shrapnel .  2 

24-pounder  Dahlgren,  smoothbore: 

5-second  fuze  shell . 10 

5-second  shrapnel .  10 
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24-pounder  Dahlgren  ride,  percussion  shell . 30 

Plymouth  rifle  charges . 300 

Carbine  charges .  230 

Revolver  charges . 248 

Boxes  primers  .  10 

Revolver  caps .  260 


T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Otsego. 
Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  Division  of  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  October  31,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  tbe  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  on  and  subsequent  capture  of  Plymouth: 

I  got  underway  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  instant,  took  the  position 
assigned  this  vessel  in  line  of  battle,  and  proceeded  up  the  Roanoke  in 
company  with  the  tleet  to  within  a  short  distance  of  obstructions  across 
the  river  abreast  of  the  Southfield.  Finding  it  impossible  to  pass  them, 
or  to  injure  the  enemy  at  that  distance,  after  throwing  a  few  shell  1 
retired,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  and  anchored  off  the  mouth  of 
the  river.  At  12 :10  p.  m.  on  the  30th  1  again  got  underway  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  fleet,  stood  up  the  Middle  River,  and  when  abreast  of  the 
town  commenced  to  throw  shell  into  it  over  the  woods,  which  I  con¬ 
tinued  so  doing  as  long  as  the  battery  could  be  brought  to  bear.  At 
5:20  p.  m.  anchored  in  line  in  the  Roanoke  about  2  miles  above  the 
town.  At  11  a.  m.  of  the  31st  instant,  in  obedience  to  general  signal 
from  the  flagship,  I  got  underway,  took  the  position  assigned  this 
vessel  in  line,  and  proceeded  down  toward  the  enemy’s  forts  defending 
the  town.  We  opened  on  the  batteries  as  they  came  within  range  and 
for  a  few  minutes  the  action  was  most  spirited.  It  was  evident,  how¬ 
ever,  that  nothing  could  long  stand  the  perfect  shower  that  was  being 
poured  into  their  works.  The  position  this  vessel  occupied  when  the 
enemy  deserted  the  forts  commanded  the  main  road  leading  to  Wash¬ 
ington,  [1ST.  C.],  and  as  they  took  this  road  I  continued  to  shell  them  in 
hopes,  if  possible,  to  more  thoroughly  disorganize  and  force  them  to 
throw  away  their  arms,  which  I  think  had  the  desired  effect,  from  the 
number  that  have  been  picked  up  since. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  were  no  casualties  of  any  kind  on 
board.  The  vessel  is  not  injured  in  any  manner,  and  is  in  as  good 
fighting  condition  as  when  she  entered  the  engagement.  The  boats 
are  more  or  less  injured  from  the  concussion  of  our  own  guns.  The 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  most  praiseworthy,  and  where  all 
did  their  duty  I  can  not  specify  any  individually,  except  it  may  be 
Acting  Master  [William  R.]  Hatharvay  and  Acting  Ensign  [L.  H.] 
Fossett,  who  were  the  first  to  enter  Fort  Williams,  one  of  their  strongest 
works,  where  they  captured  three  prisoners  and  planted  the  flag. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  not  refrain  from  mentioning  the  handsome 
manner  in  which  the  engine  was  worked,  under  the  supervision  of 
Chief  Engineer  H.  H.  Stewart,  through  the  whole  engagement,  and 
likewise  on  the  day  previous,  while  passing  the  narrowbends  in  Middle 
River. 
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Enclosed  I  send  the  gunner’s  report  of  the  amount  of  ammunition 
expended  on  the  30th  and  31st  of  October. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Earl  English, 

Lieu  tena  nt-  Commander. 

Oornnu  .rnr  W,  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  off  Plymouth,  A  .  O. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C. ,  October  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  amount  of  ammu¬ 
nition  expended  by  this  vessel  on  the  30th  and  31st  ot  Octobei,  duiing 
the  shelling  of  Plymouth: 


Expenditure  on  October  30. 

100-ponnder  rifle : 

1 0-pound  charges . - . 

Shell  (percussion) . 

Shell  (time  fuze) . 

12-pounder  rifle : 

Shell  (percussion) . 

1-pound  charges . 

Primers  (percussion) . - . 


41 

20 

21 

10 

10 

100 


Expenditure  on  October  31. 

100-pounder  rifle : 

10-pound  charges . 

Shell  (percussion) . 

Shell  (time  fuze) . - . 

IX-inch  guns: 

10-pound  charges . 

Shell _ - . 

Shrapnel . 

Grape  (stand) . - . 

Canister . 

24-pounder  howitzer: 

Shrapnel . 

Shell  . . - . - . 

Canister . - . 

12-pounder  howitzer: 

Shrapnel . - . - . . 

Shell . 

Canister . - . 

12-pounder  rifle: 

Shell  (time  fuze) . . . 

Shell  (percussion) . 

Primers  (percussion) . 

Primers  (friction) . 


59 

21 

39 

118 

48 

22 

28 

20 


27 

20 

9 

27 

9 

9 

30 

20 

400 

100 


Respectfully  submitted. 

Thomas  Carpenter, 

Acting  Gunner. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing ,  off  Plymouth ,  N.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  English,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 

Wyalusing. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Wyalusing, 

Off  Plymouth,  [N.  C.],  November  1 ,  1861. 
Sir  :  I  send  you  three  rebel  prisoners,  captured  on  shore  by  my  execu¬ 
tive  officer.  One  is  the  paymaster’s  steward  of  the  rebel  ram.  1  retain 
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one  other,  who  was  wounded  and  had  his  arm  amputated  on  board  this 
vessel. 

I  am,  yours,  truly,  Earl  English, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Captain  Macomb. 

The  paymaster’s  steward  thinks  there  were  all  of  3,500  men  in  the 
place  at  the  time  of  our  attack. 

E.  E. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tacony. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 

Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  1 , 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  sigual  made  from  the  flag¬ 
ship  at  10:35  a.  m.,  on  the  31st  ultimo,  I  got  underway  and  took  position 
with  this  vessel  in  line  of  battle  astern  of  the  Otsego  (with  the  II.  S.  S. 
Whitehead  lashed  to  our  port  quarter),  being  the  fourth  vessel  in  line. 

Stood  slowly  down  the  Roanoke  River  till  1 1 : 30  a.  m.,  when  we  opened 
on  the  batteries  and  rifle  pits  surrounding  the  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  G., 
with  our  starboard  battery,  which  consisted  of  two  Xl-inch,  three 
IX-inch  guns,  two  12-pounder  and  one  24-pounder  howitzers. 

Continued  heavily  engaged  till  12:40  p.m.,  when  we  ceased  firing  by 
your  order. 

During  the  engagement  the  officers  manifested  the  most  commendable 
zeal,  while  the  crew  distinguished  themselves  by  a  display  of  coolness, 
which,  considering  the  fact  that  it  was  the  first  time  the  greater  pro¬ 
portion  of  them  had  ever  been  under  fire,  was  truly  astonishing. 

1  am  happy  in  having  to  report  no  casualties — not  a  man  scratched. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  particular  mention  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  E.  W. 
Worsted,  who,  with  Martin  Howard  (landsman),  James  Tallentine 
(quarter  gunner),  Robert  Graham  (landsman),  Henry  Brutche  (lands¬ 
man),  landed  and  spiked  a  loaded  IX-inch  gun  under  quite  a  sharp  fire 
of  musketry. 

After  anchoring  abreast  the  wreck  of  the  rebel  ram  Albemarle,  Acting 
Ensign  Rudolph  [S.]  Sommers,  raised  and  destroyed  two  torpedoes.  I 
also  have  on  board  one  brass  fieldpiece  and  three  copper  percussion 
torpedoes. 

One  shell  cut  away  the  port  fore-topmast  backstay  just  above  the  rail, 
and  a  second,  a  20-pounder  Parrott,  passed  through  the  foremast  about 
25  feet  above  the  deck;  this,  with  some  shattering  of  the  starboard 
boats,  caused  by  the  explosion  of  one  of  our  guns,  constitutes  all  the 
damage  done  to  the  ship.  I  herewith  report  her  in  all  respects  ready 
for  immediate  service. 

The  engineers’  department,  under  its  very  efficient  chief,  First  Assist¬ 
ant  Engineer  Thomas  M.  Dukehart,  performed  its  duties  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner. 

In  conclusion,  I  deem  it  proper  to  commend  to  your  favorable  notice 
Acting  Master  Nathaniel  S.  Morgan,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel, 
who  has  at  all  times  so  ably  seconded  me  in  the  duties  of  my  command. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  gunner’s  report  of  ammunition  expended. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Commander  WT.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  Sounds ,  Plymouth ,  N.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 
Plymouth ,  Ar.  C.,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  submit  a  statement  of  shot,  shell,  etc., 
expended  on  the  31st  ultimo,  during  the  engagement  before  Plymouth, 
N.  C.,  viz : 


5-second  Xl-incli  shell . 

10-secoud  XI  inch  shell  . 

15-second  Xl-incli  shell . 

Shrapnel,  Xl-ineh . 

Canister,  Xl-inch . 

Grape,  Xl-inch . 

5-second  lX-inch  shell . 

10-second  IX-inch  shell . 

Shrapnel,  IX  inch . 

Grape,  IX-inch . 

Canister,  IX-inch . 

24-pounder  howitzer  canister. 
24-pounder  howitzer  shrapnel 
12-pounder  howitzer  canister. 
12-pounder  howitzer  shrapnel 


19 

12 

3 

11 

8 

14 

24 
12 

5 

13 

12 

8 

22 

25 
49 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Robert  Campbell, 

Acting  Gunner. 


Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Tacony ,  Plymouth ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Josselyn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull, 

Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the 
operations  against  Plymouth  from  the  29th  to  the  31st  of  October,  1804: 

On  Saturday,  the  29th  ultimo,  I  got  underway  at  11:30  a.  m.,  and 
proceeded  slowly  up  the  Roanoke  River  in  advance  of  the  fleet.  I  came 
in  sight  of  the  batteries  on  Bateman’s  Hill,  and  at  12:45  p.  nr.  opened 
tire  on  them  at  a  distance  of  about  1  mile.  The  enemy  replied  from  four 
guns  of  heavy  caliber,  and  kept  up  a  rapid  lire.  I  continued  advancing 
and  firing  from  my  after  pivot  gun,  the  only  one  that  could  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  battery,  until  1  discovered  obstructions  in  the  river  just 
below  the  battery,  which  were  impassable  by  the  fleet.  I  immediately 
signaled  this  fact  to  you  and  received  orders  to  return  and  assist  the 
Shamroch  in  turning,  the  enemy  firing  until  out  of  range.  During  the 
time  I  was  abreast  Stewart’s  Hill  I  discovered  a  body  of  cavalry  and 
infantry  in  the  woods  at  a  distance  of  about  600  yards,  which  1  dis¬ 
lodged  by  opening  on  them  from  my  forward  pivot  gun  and  broadside 
howitzers.  This  vessel  was  not  struck  nor  injured  in  any  manner  by 
the  enemy  on  this  day,  though  many  shot  and  shell  passed  over  and 
very  near  her. 

I  retired  in  company  with  the  fleet,  and  came  to  anchor  at  my  old 
position  oft'  the  month  of  the  river  at  2:  45  p.  m. 

On  Sunday,  the  30tli  ultimo,  at  noon,  I  got  underway  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  following  the  Tacony ,  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  mp  the  Middle 
River  to  a  point  opposite  Plymouth.  Commenced  firing  on  the  town 
from  my  two  pivot  guns  at  2  o’clock  p.  m.,  at  an  elevation  of  2,640  yards, 
and  continued  my  fire  at  short  intervals  until  I  arrived  at  the  upper 
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bend  in  the  river,  when  1  was  ordered  by  you  to  return  to  the  Thorough¬ 
fare  between  the  Middle  and  Roanoke  rivers,  and  guard  that  point, 
which  I  did  during  the  night. 

On  Monday,  the  31st  ultimo,  the  tug  Belle  came  down  river  with  orders 
for  me  to  proceed  to  the  Roanoke  River  and  report  to  you,  which  I  did, 
and  was  then  ordered  to  go  down  the  river  and  reconnoiter  the  obstruc¬ 
tions. 

At  this  time  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett,  of  the  Whitehead ,  came 
on  board  to  assist  in  finding  the  passage,  which  duty  he  performed  by 
going  ahead  of  the  ship  in  a  small  boat  and  dragging  for  torpedoes. 
So  torpedoes  being  found,  and  the  passage  between  the  piles  being  open, 
I  reported  the  same  to  the  flagship  by  signal  and  then  advanced,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  fleet.  As  soon  as  we  sighted  the  batteries  above  the  town 
the  enemy  opened  fire  from  two  IX-incli  guns,  and  some  light  artillery, 
which  was  replied  to  spiritedly  by  my  guns  as  soon  as  they  could  be 
brought  to  bear.  I  then  went  ahead  at  full  speed,  receiving  and  return¬ 
ing  the  enemy’s  fire  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister.  When  within  300 
yards  of  the  enemy’s  works  a  heavy  musketry  fire  was  poured  ou  my 
meu  by  infantry  in  rifle  pits  and  houses,  which  1  answered  in  the  same 
manner.  This  fire,  though  severe,  did  no  damage,  as  the  vessel  is  well 
protected  by  iron  plating. 

Before  passing  the  upper  battery  a  shell  from  a  IX-iucli  gun  came  in 
over  the  starboard  bow,  killing  1  man  and  wounding  1  at  the  forward 
gun,  passed  through  the  berth  deck  and  wardroom,  cut  away  the  rail¬ 
ing  around  the  after  hatch  and  killing  1  man,  mortally  wounding  2, 
and  3  slightly,  struck  the  after  pivot  gun  carriage,  where  it  lodged, 
disabling  it  for  a  time.  This  shell  fortunately  did  not  explode.  Another 
shell  passed  through  the  vessel,  raking  her  fore  and  aft,  but  without 
doing  any  damage,  except  to  the  officers’  rooms.  A  third,  in  passing 
over  the  hurricane  deck,  cut  away  the  guard  brace  from  the  forward 
king-post  on  the  port  side  and  knocked  out  the  bows  of  the  second 
cutter  and  the  stern  of  the  dingey. 

I  received  no  injury  from  the  lower  fort,  although  obliged  to  anchor 
for  a  time  when  in  range,  owing  to  a  derangement  of  the  rudder  chains, 
which,  however,  was  soon  remedied. 

Ceased  firing  at  12  o’clock  m.  The  upper  works  of  this  vessel  are 
considerably  shattered  by  shot  and  her  frame  much  racked  by  the  con¬ 
stant  firing  and  by  the  explosion  of  a  magazine  on  shore,  which  blew 
up  just  after  she  passed  it.  The  decks  need  calking  badly.  I  have 
already  forwarded  you  the  engineer’s  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
boiler  and  machinery.  The  carriage  of  the  after  pivot  gun  needs  to  be 
replaced,  as  it  cau  not  be  used  to  any  great  extent  as  it  is. 

The  officers  and  crew  did  their  whole  duty,  and  the  guns  were  served 
with  great  rapidity  and  precision. 

I  am  very  much  indebted  to  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett,  of  the 
Whitehead.,  for  services  rendered.  He  was  on  board  during  the  whole 
engagement. 

I  would  particularly  mention  Acting  Master  John  O.  Johnson,  my 
executive  officer,  for  his  bravery  and  coolness  under  fire. 

The  powder  division  was  in  charge  ot  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
•Jona.  Chapman,  and  was  prompt  and  efficient. 

Among  the  crew  I  respectfully  call  to  your  notice  Patrick  Colbert, 
coxswain,  captain  of  the  forward  pivot  gun.  His  conduct  was  admi¬ 
rable,  and  though  painfully  wounded  by  a  shell  which  killed  a  man  at 
his  side,  he  did  not  leave  his  post  until  the  end  of  the  action,  and 
appeared  as  cool  as  if  at  mere  target  practice. 
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No  surgeon  being  on  board  tbe  ship,  I  enclose  report  of  Acting  Assist¬ 
ant  Surgeon  George  Hopkins,  of  the  Tacony,  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
Also  report  of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Josselyn, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


[Enclosures.] 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  those  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
U.  S.  gunboat  Commodore  Hull  during  the  engagement  at  Plymouth, 
N.  0.,  October  31,  1864: 

Killed. — Henry  Schroder,  landsman,  right  arm  shot  oft'.  Turner 
Latham,  landsman,  head  shot  off.  Hugh  McMarony,  coxswain,  shot  in 
head.  John  Swaddle,  landsman,  extensive  wound  of  thorax  and  right 
arm. 

Wounded. — Patrick  Colbert,  coxswain,  slightly.  John  Meadows,  sea¬ 
man,  slight.  James  Saterwaite,  landsman,  left  knee,  serious. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  Hopkins, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  S.  Tacony. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  in  District  of  the  Sounds. 


U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  /,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  again  to  the  condition  of  the 
machinery  of  this  vessel.  During  the  action  of  yesterday  the  stay  to 
the  king-post  and  guard  on  the  port  side  was  shot  away,  causing  the 
outboard  bearing  to  sink  down.  It  will  be  impossible  to  work  the 
engine  for  any  length  of  time,  it  being  out  of  line  before,  and  this  damage 
will  make  it  much  more  so. 

Very  respectfully, 

Alex.  C.  Stuart, 

Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Senior  Engineer. 

F.  Josselyn,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Barrett,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Whitehead. 

U.  S.  S.  Whitehead, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
October  I  left  New  Berne  with  masters’  and  engineers’  stores  on  board 
for  the  naval  vessels  in  Albemarle  Sound.  I  arrived  on  the  30th  instant, 
at  6:30  p.  m.,  off  the  mouth  of  Roanoke  River,  and  there  learned  that 
the  fleet  had  proceeded  up  Middle  River.  It  being  then  too  dark  to 
find  the  channel.  I  came  to  anchor  lor  the  night.  I  got  underway  the 
following  morning  (31st)  and  proceeded  up  Middle  River,  entering  the 
Roanoke  above  Warren  Neck  at  9:30  a.  m.,  where  I  found  the  fleet 
under  your  command  formed  in  line  of  battle. 
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After  reporting,  1  proceeded,  by  your  request,  on  board  the  U.  S.  S. 
Commodore  Hull  for  the  purpose  of  piloting  the  fleet  through  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  to  Plymouth,  and  remained  on  board  of  her  during  the  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  enemy  at  this  place. 

For  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  during  the  engagement,  I  will  refer 
you  to  the  report  of  the  executive  officer  herewith  enclosed. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  Barrett, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Commander  Wi,  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Whitehead, 

Off  Plymouth,  X.  C.,  November  2 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  of  the  31st  of  October  at  this  place, 
during  the  time  which  you  were  absent  from  this  vessel  on  special  duty : 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  alongside  the  U.  S.  S. 
Tacony  and  made  fast  to  her  port  quarter,  she  being  the  fourth  vessel 
in  the  line,  and  in  that  position  remained  during  the  passage  through 
the  obstructions  at  Warren  Neck  and  until  nearly  abreast  of  the  town. 
At  11:  50  a.  m.  we  cut  adrift  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Tacony ,  steamed  ahead 
of  her,  and  opened  Are  with  the  starboard  howitzer,  using  shrapnel  and 
canister.  Ceased  firing  at  1  p.  m.,  the  enemy  being  completely  routed 
and  driven  from  his  forts  and  intrenchments  and  in  full  retreat  in  the 
rear  of  the  town. 

Being  unable,  under  the  circumstances,  to  take  any  prominent  part 
in  the  action,  no  particular  merit  can  be  ascribed  to  any  person  on  board, 
though  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  all  the  officers  and  crew  behaved 
with  their  customary  gallantry  and  coolness. 

Expended  18  rounds  of  shrapnel  and  15  rounds  of  canister. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  E.  Qtjayle, 

Acting  Masters  Mate  and  Executive  Officer. 

Acting  Master  (1.  W.  Barrett, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Whitehead. 


General  order  from  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commending  the  gallant  conduct  of 

the  officers  and  men  of  his  command. 

U.  8.  S.  Shamrock, 

General  Order.]  Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  6,  1864. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  District  of  the  Sounds  wishes  to 
express  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  vessels  under  his  command  his 
thanks  for  their  gallant  and  intelligent  conduct  during  the  late  engage¬ 
ment,  while  congratulating  them  on  their  victory  over  the  enemies  of 
their  country,  and  he  feels  confident  that  their  future  behavior  will  be 
characterized  by  the  same  bravery  and  prompt  obedience  to  orders  by 
which  it  has  heretofore  been  distinguished. 

W.  IT.  Macomb, 

Gomdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending 

his  action. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  8, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  received  rebel  accounts  of  tbe  capture  of  Plymouth  by 
your  command.  “Well  done,  good  and  faithful.”  Now,  do  uot  wait 
for  orders  when  there  is  a  blow  to  be  struck.  I  want  you  at  once  to 
dismount  every  gun  in  the  enemy’s  works  and  send  them  here.  Do 
not  keep  one  oil  shore.  We  wili  then  be  able  to  hold  Plymouth  with 
the  gunboats;  while  a  gun  is  on  shore  there  is  doubt.  Keep  up  the 
strictest  discipline,  allow  no  one  on  shore  away  from  the  guns  of  the 
ship,  no  boats  away,  except  as  pickets  after  dark,  and  take  all  precau¬ 
tions  against  torpedoes  and  rams.  See  if  the  ram  Albemarle  can  be 
raised,  and  tell  me  what  is  wanted.  '  There  is  a  ram  building  at  Halifax, 
up  the  Chowan  [Roanoke]  River.  Can  not  you  get  up  there?  Let  me 
know  the  state  of  affairs  in  the  sounds,  all  the  places  the  enemy  hold, 
etc. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  Division  of  the  Sounds ,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  November  9,  1864. 

(Received  2:30  p.  m.) 

The  following  has  just  been  received  from  General  Palmer,  in  a  letter 
to  the  quartermaster  at  Fortress  Monroe: 

Hattjsbas  Inlet,  November  5,  1864. 

Just  returned  from  Plymouth,  which  is  .a  mass  of  ruins.  Cushing  has  done  a  power¬ 
ful  thing.  All  our  guns  were  recaptured  and  some  others  besides.  Shall  hold 
Plymouth  until  I  hear  from  General  Butler. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


General  order  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  commendation  of  Lieutenant  Cushing 

and  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  47.  j  Flagship  Malvern,  November  15,  1864. 

On  the  31st  of  October  the  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  was  captured 
by  the  following  gunboats  of  this  squadron:  Shamrock,  Otsego,  Taeony, 
Wyalusing ,  Commodore  Hud,  Whitehead,  Belle,  and  Bazely,  under  the 
command  of  Commander  Macomb. 

The  capture  of  this  place  is  another  result  of  the  gallantry  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Cushing,  for  while  the  ram  Albemarle  laid  there  and  apparently 
guarded  the  place,  an  attack  was  not  considered  judicious  and  was 
never  attempted.  When  the  ram  was  disposed  of  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer,  Commander  Macomb,  taking  advantage  of  tbe  opportunity,  which 
example  is  worthy  of  always  being  followed,  pushed  ahead,  and  after  a 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


gallant  anti  extremely  well-conducted  tight,  captured  the  town  of 
Plymouth  and  all  its  defenses,  then  consisting  of  22  cannon,  200  stand 
of  arms,  37  prisoners,  and  all  the  enemy’s  flags. 

All  this  speaks  well  for  the  conduct  of  those  engaged  in  this  gallant 
affair,  and  great  credit  is  due  to  all  who  participated  in  it. 

I  hope  it  is  but  the  beginning  of  our  good  fortune,  and  trust  that  it 
may  stimulate  the  officers  and  men  of  this  fleet  to  put  forth  all  their 
exertions  when  an  occasion  may  offer  to  join  in  battle  for  their  country. 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  of  commendation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  November  20,  1864 . 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  gratifying  report  of  the  1st  instant, 
announcing  the  capture,  on  the  day  previous,  of  the  town  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  N.  C.,  with  its  batteries,  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  by  a  portion  of 
the  naval  force  under  your  command. 

The  Department  is  pleased  at  the  promptness  with  which  you  availed 
yourself  of  the  advantages  offered  by  the  destruction  of  the  ram 
Albemarle ,  and  of  the  gallantry  displayed  by  all  in  the  assault  and 
capture  of  the  batteries  at  Plymouth.  The  affair  appears  to  have  been 
executed  in  a  most  creditable  manner,  and  the  Department  improves 
the  occasion  to  express  its  thanks  to  yourself  and  the  officers  and 
men  under  your  command  for  the  important  services  rendered  on  the 
occasion. 

You  will  be  recommended  to  the  President  for  advancement  of  ten 
numbers  in  your  grade. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta  ry  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Wm,  H.  Macomb, 

Senior  Officer  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  United  States  Senate  recommending  the 
advancement  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  distinguished  conduct. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

By  virtue  of  the  authority  contained  in  the  Gth  section  of  the  act  of 
21st  April,  18G1-,  which  enacts  utliat  any  officer  in  the  naval  service,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  be  advanced  not 
exceeding  thirty  numbers,  in  his  own  grade,  for  distinguished  conduct  in 
battle  or  extraordinary  heroism,”  l  recommend  Commander  William  H. 
Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  advancement  in  his  grade  ten  numbers,  to 
take  rank  next  after  Commander  William  Ronckendorff,  for  distin¬ 
guished  conduct  in  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  with 
its  batteries,  ordnance  stores,  etc.,  on  the  31st  October,  1864,  by  a 
portion  of  the  naval  division  under  his  command.  The  affair  was 
executed  in  a  most  creditable  manner. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

Washington  City,  Decembers ,  1864. 
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[Telegram.] 


Hampton  Hoads,  October  30, 1864. 


The  Monadnock  has  arrived  safe. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Cf.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols,  TJ.  S. 
Navy  regarding  the  deepening  of  the  channel  in  the  James  River. 


Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  October  30,  1864. 


Sir:  Your  letter  has  been  received  in  relation  to  the  channel  I  wish 
blown  out.  There  is  a  bar,  I  am  informed,  some  200  or  300  feet 
in  width,  which  Captain  Smith  thought  could  be  blown  out,  and 
enable  all  the  monitors  drawing  13  feet  to  pass  over,  which  they  can 
not  do  now.  Captain  Smith  had  the  charts  and  descriptions  and 
should  have  left  them  with  you.  Mr.  [C.  H.]  Cushman,  of  the  Onon¬ 
daga,  can  tell  you  all  about  it,  as  he  heard  the  matter  discussed.  He 
knows  the  parties  who  were  employed  in  the  blowing  up  business, 
and  you  must  get  them,  calling  on  the  ordnance  officer  for  whatever 
powder  you  may  require. 

If  I  can  get  this  channel  deepened  sufficiently,  I  will  go  up  to  Rich¬ 
mond  when  I  get  back  here,  and  I  wish  you  to  exert  yourself  to  the 
utmost  to  have  it  done.  Get  whatever  you  want,  and  do  not  wait  for 
orders. 

I  noticed  when  last  up  the  river  that  the  rebels  were  constructing 
some  earthworks  above  the  point  in  very  easy  range  of  your  guns. 
Complaints  have  been  made  that  the  James  River  fleet  do  not  fire  their 
guns  enough  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy.  It  is  your  duty  to  annoy 
them  all  you  can,  and  not  let  the  army  say  that  they  do  all  the  work. 

By  looking  over  the  instructions  I  left  Captain  Smith,  you  will  see 
that  I  directed  him  to  attend  to  this  last  matter.  You  can  direct  the 
fire  from  all  the  guns  beautifully  by  signal  from  the  top  of  the  hill 
near  the  lookout.  I  saw  some  effective  shots  from  the  monitors  when 
last  up. 

You  will  report  to  me  from  time  to  time  what  you  are  doing. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commander  Edward  T.  Nichols, 

Senior  Officer  in  James  River,  TJ.  S.  S.  Mendota. 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade 

runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

At  Sea,  October  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  30th  October,  1864,  at 
1  p.  m.,  in  the  latitude  32°  16'  N.,  longitude  76°  32'  W.,  discovered  a 
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steamer  bearing  N0  N.  E.  Stood  for  her  under  a  full  head  of  steam,  and 
at  the  same  moment  discovered  black  smoke  in  the  same  direction,  the 
U.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon  in  company  at  this  time.  At  1 : 15  p.  m.  exchanged 
numbers  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy  in  chase  of  the  same  vessel, 
the  chase  heading  about  S.  E.  by  E.,  we  edging  away  for  the  chase  so  as 
to  keep  her  four  points  on  our  port  bow.  At  1:40  p.  in.  discovered 
another  large  steamer  in  chase  of  the  same  vessel.  At  1:50  p.  in. 
exchanged  numbers  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  on  our  port  quarter. 
At  3  p.  m.  the  chase  ahead  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  about  G  or  7  miles 
oft',  the  Vanderbilt  still  on  our  port  quarter,  coming  up  slowly,  Mount 
Vernon  on  our  starboard  quarter,  dropping  astern  very  fast,  the  U.  S.  S. 
Tristram  Shandy,  under  our  stern,  dropping  slowly,  wre  holding  our  own 
with  the  chase.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  ranged  up  ou  our 
port  beam  about  1  mile  off,  where  we  held  our  own  with  her  until  5 
]>.  m.,  when  she  ranged  about  half  her  length  ahead  of  us.  At  5 : 30  p.  m. 
the  chase  dropping  the  Vanderbilt  and  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  we  logging 
14  miles  per  hour,  log  line  52  feet  to  the  knot,  and  a  28-second  glass.* 
At  7  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  the  chase,  but  stood  on  the  same  course  S.  E.  £ 
S.  until  8  p.  m.,  the  Vanderbilt  in  sight  on  our  port  beam,  half  a  mile 
distant.  Not  seeing  anything  of  the  chase,  wore  ship  and  stood  to  the 
northward  and  westward;  latitude  at  this  time  31°  34'  N.,  longitude 
75°  08'  W.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  diagram  of  the  chase,  marked 
No.  1. 

I  am,  verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  31,  1864. 
Proceed  with  the  Ticonderoga  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Pear- 
Admiral  Porter. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga,  Philadelphia. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  October  31,  1864. 
Order  the  Sassacus  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  Reed  Weeden, 

Commandant  ( pro  tern.)  Navy  Yard,  Philadelphia. 


This  gives  a  correct  speed  of  15.4  knots  per  hour. — Compilers. 
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Report  of  Captain  Glisson ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  theffhase  of  a  blockade 
runner  supposed  to  be  the  steamer  Falcon. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

At  Sea ,  October  31,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  31st 
October,  18(54,  at  G:20  a.  m.,  in  the  latitude  32°  20'  N.,  longitude  77°  14 
W.,  discovered  a  vessel  hearings.  S.  W.;  kept  away  for  her  at  full 
speed.  At  (1:50  a.  m.  made  her  out  to  be  a  blockade  runner,  burning 
black  smoke,  we  edging  away  to  the  southward  so  as  to  cut  off.  At 
this  time  discovered  two  other  vessels  in  chase  of  this  blockader,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Tristram  Shandy  and  Mount  Vernon.  At  9:30  a.  m. 
the  Mount  Vernon  gave  up  the  chase,  and  at  10  a.  m.  the  Tristram 
Shandy  gave  up.  The  chase  was  a  three  piped,  side- wheel  steamer  and 
very  fast,  supposed  to  have  been  the  Falcon ,  which,  on  her  trial  trip, 
made  21  miles  per  honr.  At  meridian  the  chase  dropping  us  very  fast. 
At  5  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  the  black  smoke  in  the  latitude  30°  34  N.,  lon¬ 
gitude  77°  20'  W.  When  last  seen  was  heading  S.  S.  E.,  the  weather 
clear  and  a  smooth  sea.  Enclosed  you  will  line!  a  diagram  of  the  chase, 
marked  No.  2. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hall ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  scouting  expedition 

in  New  Inlet. 


U.  S.  S.  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  October  31,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  instant,  I  went  on  board 
of  the  U.  S.  S.  Niphon,  and  at  5  p.  m.  she  got  underway  and  stood  in 
toward  the  bar.  At  7,  she  then  being  in  5  fathoms  of  water,  Mound 
light  bearing  W.  by  N.  k  N.,  I  left  her  in  a  small  boat  with  two  men. 
I  crossed  Caroline  Shoal  in  G  feet  of  water,  and  then  stood  in  for  the 
Mound.  When  within  200  yards  of  it  I  turned  toward  the  range  lights, 
got  soundings  on  the  northern  rip  in  5  feet,  then  turned  and  pulled 
down  past  the  Mound ;  saw  several  men  about  the  Mound,  and  two  men, 
apparently  pickets  on  the  beach ;  took  soundings  in  the  channel  varying 
from  11  to  13  feet.  I  then  drifted  back  in  the  channel;  saw  no  move 
ment  of  the  enemy  on  the  water,  neither  could  I  find  any  obstructions, 
and  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  channel  is  clear  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Mound  for  a  considerable  distance  above  and  below  it.  I  then  stood 
out  for  wreck  of  the  Aster,  passed  in,  and  soon  saw  the  IT.  S.  S.  Niphon; 
at  9  arrived  alongside  of  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Hall, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
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Capture  of  the  British  steamer  Annie ,  off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina , 

October  31,  1864. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  papers. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads,  November  (i,  1864. 

Sir  :  1  liave  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  following  papers  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  capture  on  the  31st  October  of  the  British  blockade-running 
steamer  Annie,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina: 

1.  Reportfrom  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  commanding  Kan¬ 
sas,  of  the  capture,  and  enclosing  a  report*  of  a  scout  over  the  bar  by 
Acting  Master  Samuel  Hall,  October  31,  1S64. 

2.  Report  of  Acting  Master  [Edmund]  Kemble,  Niplion,  November  1, 
1864. 

3.  Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  |J.  W.J  Balcli,  Howquah, 
November  1,  1864. 

4.  Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  | Frank]  Smith,  Alabama, 
November  1,  1864. 

5.  Report  of  Acting  Master  [Henry]  Arey,  Wilderness,  November  1, 
1864. 

Also  prize  lists  of  the  Kansas  and  Niplion,  claiming  to  share  in  the 
capture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  November  1,  1864. 

Admiral:  1  have  the  pleasure  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British 
blockade  runner  Annie  last  evening  at  about  7.30  p.  m.,  within  3  miles 
of  the  bar,  by  the  Wilderness  and  Niplion. 

She  has  a  valuable  cargo  of  cotton  (some  500  bales),  a  lot  of  tobacco 
and  turpentine.  Her  papers  were  all  captured,  showing  that  $50,000 
in  gold  had  been  shipped  in  her;  also  a  lot  of  Confederate  bonds.  The 
gold  and  bonds  were  thrown  overboard  after  the  Annie  had  stopped, 
and  in  view  of  Acting  Master  Arey,  commanding  the  Wilderness,  who 
endeavored,  by  tiring  a  rifle,  to  prevent  it.  It  was  in  6  fathoms  of  water 
and  bearings  doubtful. 

The  crew  and  passengers  of  the  Annie  I  send  by  the  Niplion  to  Beau¬ 
fort.  A  list  will  be  forwarded. 

In  my  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo  I  informed  you  of  the 
intention  to  send  in  a  scout  to  search  the  bar  and  channel  inside  for 
obstructions.  It  was  accomplished  the  same  evening  before  9  p.  in. 
and  no  sign  of  obstructions  found.  Accompanying  you  will  find  the 
report  of  Acting  Master  Hall,  the  executive  of  this  vessel,  who  went  on 
the  scout.  That  same  night  at  about  2  a.  m.  the  Niphon  discovered  a 
vessel  attempting  to  run  out,  as  they  supposed,  and  headed  her  back. 


*See  preceding-  report. 
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It  now  appears  to  have  been  Little  Hattie  or  Oertr’Hde,  both  ot  which 
the  Annie’s  crew  report  as  having-  gone  in  that  night.  They  were  in 
sight  on  the  river  at  daylight— both  side-wheelers. 

The  captain  of  the  Annie  reports  the  Tallahassee  and  Edith ,  her  con¬ 
sort,  as  having  gone  out  on  the  west  side  last  Friday  week.  The  Wil¬ 
derness  and  Niphon  both  failed  to  tire  rockets  in  direction  of  chase,  as 
directed,  but  as  the  vessels  were  all  in  sight  I  was  able  to  get  seaward 
of  them  and  head  them  [off].  This  was  particularly  culpable  under  the 
circumstances,  as  the  two  side-wheel  steamers  who  had  been  in  her 
company  in  the  river,  and  whose  movements  were  suspicious — one  Avitli 
a  rebel  flag  at  her  peak  and  apparently  a  large  number  of  men  on  her 
deck  in  dark  clothing,  as  was  also  the  case  with  the  Annie — had  put  us 
on  our  guard  for  a  break  of  privateers. 

There  was  great  delay  in  answering  my  challenges,  and  for  a  time  I 
was  suspicious  of  the  character  of  the  vessels,  apparently  formed  in  a 
line,  the  center  one  with  a  red  light  at  her  peak.  I  will  take  such  means 
as  are  in  my  power  to  recover  the  gold  and  mail  bag. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Arery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-Commander  AVatmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  judge  of  the  U.  S.  district 

court,  Boston,  Mass. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet,  November  1 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  facts  to  support  our 
claim  for  a  share  in  the  prize  steamer  Annie ,  captured  by  the  IJ.  S.  tug 
Wilderness  and  IT.  S.  S.  Niphon.  Last  evening  (October  31)  at  7:  lb  p. 
m.,  the  Wilderness  plain  in  sight  on  the  bar  station,  about  1^  miles  W. 
S.  W.  of  this  vessel,  a  flash  of  a  gun  was  seen  and  the  report  heard, 
immediately  followed  by  several  others  from  the  shore  batteries  and 
the  Wilderness ,  and  it  was  supposed  the  Niphon,  in  chase.  This  Ares- 
sel  was  immediately  headed  to  the  S.  S.  W.,  fires  spread,  engines 
started  at  full  speed,  and  ship  cleared  for  action.  Two  of  the  Aressels 
A^ere  kept  in  plain  sight  on  our  starboard  bo\\r.  They  were  standing 
apparently  to  the  S.  E.,  and  we  calculated  to  cut  oft'  the  chase.  In  a 
very  few  moments  a  third  Amssel  was  discovered  forming  a  line  appar¬ 
ently  with  the  other  two,  and  plainly  seen  by  myself,  the  executive 
officer  of  this  vessel,  and  the  chief  engineer.  As  the  Wilderness  and 
the  Niphon  had  both  failed  to  observe  the  orders  to  fire  rockets  in 
direction  of  the  chase,  my  suspicions  were  excited  by  this  array,  OAving 
to  the  fact  that  during  the  forenoon  of  the  day  the  Annie  had  been 
very  plain  in  sight  in  the  river,  accompanied  by  tAvo  side  wheel  steam¬ 
ers,  one  having  the  rebel  flag  at  her  peak,  the  other  an  English  ensign ; 
the  former,  together  with  the  Annie ,  had  a  large  number  of  men  in 
dark  clothing  exposed  to  our  view,  and  we  were  not  sure  but  that  they 
A\Tere  intended  as  privateers.  We  approached  these  \ressels  cautiously, 
keeping  across  their  way,  and  challenged  twice  Avithout  receiving  an 
answer.  The  center  vessel  had  a  red  light  up,  Avhich  was  altogether 
irregular  and  no  recognized  signal.  Our  battery  Avas  trained"  upon 
them,  and  orders  given  to  fire  the  pivot  gun  to  the  left  of  them  as  a 
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challenge.  This  was  unattended  to,  except  by  irregular  lights  on  one 
of  the  vessels.  At  this  time  made  a  vessel  on  our  port  bow,  challenged 
her,  and  immediately  it  was  answered.  It  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S. 
Alabama ,  whom  I  ordered  to  follow  this  vessel  with  battery  bearing  on 
the  strange  vessels.  We  approached  them  and  renewed  our  challenges 
with  lights,  which  were  at  last  returned  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner. 
We  then  hailed  and  discovered  that  they  were  the  Wilderness ,  Niphon, 
and  the  prize  steamer  Annie;  ordering  the  Niphon  back  to  her  bar  sta 
tion,  and  the  prize  and  Wilderness  to  our  day  station  for  the  night,  and 
resumed  our  beat.  About  three  quarters  of  an  hour  had  elapsed  from 
the  first  gun  to  the  time  we  spoke  them,  part  of  which  time  had  been 
consumed  in  maneuvering  to  approach  them.  At  no  time  were  they 
more  than  li  miles  from  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Lie  a  tenant-  Commander. 

Hon.  Judge  [Peleg]  Sprague, 

U.  S.  District  Court ,  Boston ,  M ass. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Kemble.  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niphon. 

U.  S.  S.  Niphon, 

Off  Lew  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  November  1 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  steamer 
Annie ,  while  running  the  blockade  by  the  U.  S.  steamers  Wilderness 
and  Niphon  at  7  :  45  last  evening.  Cargo,  500  bales  cotton  and  30  tons 
tobacco;  is  a  double  propeller;  has  one  smokestack  and  two  masts; 
is  said  to  steam  13|  knots.  She  was  first  discovered  by  this  vessel 
coming  out  of  New  Inlet,  standing  to  the  southward,  at  7 : 15  p.  m. 
Niphon  on  No.  1  station  in  4  fathoms  water,  Mound  light  bearing  W.  h  N. 
Saw  TJ.  S.  S.  Wilderness  at  the  W.  N.  W.  of  us  inshore;  gave  chase  and 
opened  fire  upon  steamer,  keeping  her  on  my  starboard  beam,  the 
steamer  Wilderness  chasing  astern  and  gaining  swiftly  upon  her,  at  the 
same  time  using  our  battery  freely  upon  steamer.  At  7:40  the  Annie 
surrendered;  at  7:  45  was  boarded  by  the  boats  from  the  Wilderness ;  at 
7 :  55  was  boarded  by  boats  from  this  vessel,  taking  the  officers,  crew, 
and  passengers  on  board  the  Niphon.  Acting  Master  H.  Arey,  com¬ 
manding  steamer  Wilderness ,  coming  on  board  and  taking  charge,  I 
returned  on  board  ship  and  proceeded  back  to  my  station  on  the  bar,  at 
which  nothing  more  was  seen  to  pass  out  or  in  during  the  remaining 
part  of  the  night.  The  forts  on  shore  fired  several  shots  at  the  vessels. 
Shortly  after  was  hailed  by  the  Wilderness ,  saying  she  had  been  liit, 
and  would  be  obliged  to  go  to  the  day  station.  I  would  also  state  that 
wfith  permission  of  senior  officer  present  I  sent  a  launch  with  howitzer, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  N.  Semon,  into  the  mouth  of  the  channel 
after  dark,  from  which  the  Annie  received  two  shots  as  she  passed. 
Before  and  for  some  time  after  the  capture,  no  other  vessels  were  in 
sight. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  Kemble, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Pear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Howquah. 

U.  S.  S.  Howquah, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C .,  November  1 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  night  of  October  31,  while  standing  in  on  our  station  at  i 
p.  m.,  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Caswell.  At  7:05  p.  in., 
the  Mound  bearing  W.  S.  W.,  Wilderness  S.  by  E.,  ship  in  3£  fathoms 
of  water,  heading  X.  IS.  W.,  saw  a  blockade  runner  coming  out  over 
the  bar,  bearing  S.  by  W.  Put  the  helm  to  port  and  started  ahead  full 
speed;  called  all  hands  to  quarters;  I  did  not  have  room  to  go  round 
with  the  helm  to  starboard.  At  7 : 10  Wilderness  opened  fire  on  strange 
vessel.  At  the  same  time  Fort  Fisher  and  the  water  batteries  com¬ 
menced  firing,  their  shells  going  well  over  us. 

As  soon  as  we  got  round  so  that  our  guns  would  bear,  could  not  tire, 
as  the  Wilderness  and  strange  vessel  were  in  line  and  close  together, 
standing  S.  S.  E.  At  7:  25  the  Wilderness  and  strange  vessel  together, 
bearing  S.  S.  E.  Niphon  S.  A  W.,  Kansas  E.  \  S.,  Mound  X.  W.  by  W. 
At  7 :  30  the  blockade  runner,  Wilderness,  Niplion,  and  Kansas  were  in 
plain  sight  with  the  same  bearing.  Saw  a  white  light;  immediately 
after  a  red  light  was  shown  from  the  Wilderness  and  kept  burning. 
After  seeing  the  red  light,  slowed  down  and  stood  in  for  our  station. 
At  8  p.  m.  on  our  station  in  4  fathoms  of  water.  At  9  p.  m.  Kansas 
spoke  us;  learned  the  vessel  we  saw  captured  by  the  Wilderness  was 
the  blockade  runner  Annie. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balch, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Howquah. 

Rear-Admiral  David  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

U.  S.  S.  Alabama, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
senior  officer  present,  last  evening  I  equipped  and  dispatched  the  ship’s 
launch,  with  a  howitzer,  an  officer,  and  8  men  belonging  to  this  ship  to 
the  U.  S.  S.  Niphon ,  she  to  furnish  an  officer  to  command  and  additional 
men  to  make  up  the  crew.  At  dusk  the  Niphon  towed  the  launch  in 
toward  the  bar  and  ordered  it  on  picket  duty  in  the  channel  ou  the  bar. 
The  Alabama  took  her  station  on  the  outside  line,  in  from  6  to  7  fathoms 
water,  between  the  Mound  light  and  Smith’s  Island.  About  7 :30  p.  m., 
as  we  were  standing  to  the  northward,  the  picket  boat  on  the  bar  bear¬ 
ing  X.  W.  by  X.,  2  miles  distant,  was  observed  to  fire  the  howitzer  twice, 
in  as  quick  succession  as  they  could  load  and  repeat.  I  promptly  beat 
to  quarters  and  ordered  fires  spread  and  prepared  for  action  or  chase. 
Very  soon  the  bar  tenders  began  firing  and  approaching  as  if  in  chase, 
but  sending  up  no  rockets.  When  the  firing  ceased,  I  inferred  they 
had  intercepted  and  captured  a  blockade  runner.  As  I  proceeded  to 
the  northward,  I  soon  met  the  senior  officer  present  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
Kansas,  he  coming  within  hail  and  ordering  me  to  man  the  starboard 
battery  and  follow  him  in.  We  soon  after  met  the  steamers  Wilderness 
and  Niphon,  bringing  out  the  steamer  Annie,  which  they  had  just  cap¬ 
tured  in  the  attempt  to  run  the  blockade.  The  Annie  was  sent  with  a 
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prize  crew  to  anchor  on  the  day  station,  and  the  blockaders  were 
ordered  to  resume  their  posts.  By  8:30  p.  in.  1  had  resumed  my  sta¬ 
tion,  but  nothing  further  transpired  during  the  night  under  our  obser¬ 
vation  worth  noting. 

The  Alabama's  prize  lists  in  duplicate  are  being  prepared  to  accom¬ 
pany  this  report.  The  following  United  States  vessels  were  present 
and  all  within  range  of  the  prize  when  captured: 

The  Kansas,  Alabama ,  Howquah ,  Niphon ,  and  Wilderness ;  no  other 
vessels  were  within  signal  distance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 

U.  S.  S.  Wilderness, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  English  steamer 
Annie,  while  running  the  blockade  from  New  Inlet,  by  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Wilderness  and  Niphon,  at  7:45  p.  m.,  Mound  light  bearing 
N.  by  W.  and  Bald  Head  light  W.  S.  W.  i  W.,  in  4£  fathoms  of  water. 
At  the  time  of  the  capture  I  saw  no  vessels  but  Niphon  and  Wilder¬ 
ness;  others  might  have  been  in  sight.  She  received  thirteen  shots  from 
the  Wilderness  and  Niphon  before  she  surrendered.  The  Wilderness 
overtook  her  after  a  chase  of  ten  minutes,  going  at  the  rate  of  10  miles 
an  hour,  and  she  going  12.  The  Annie  is  a  line  steamer,  with  two  pro¬ 
pellers,  one  smokestack,  and  is  schooner  rigged.  She  is  said  to  make 
13 J  knots  an  hour.  Besides  her  officers  and  crew  she  had  on  board 
eleven  passengers,  among  them  a  Mrs.  Johnson  and  her  daughter,  of 
Nassau,  New  Providence.  They  have  been  turned  over  to  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter  Kemble,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Niphon.  While  the  prisoners  were 
being  transferred  to  the  Niphon  Fort  Fisher  commenced  firing  on  us, 
and  the  Wilderness  was  struck  by  a  shell,  apparently  a  100-pounder 
ride,  entering  the  hurricane  deck  on  the  starboard  side  and  going 
through  a  water  tank  in  the  port  gangway,  where  it  exploded,  injuring 
the  plank-sheer  and  rim  of  the  port  wheel  slightly.  It  will  be  easily 
repaired  when  I  go  to  Beaufort  for  coal.  The  cargo  of  the  Annie  con¬ 
sists  of  540  bales  of  cotton,  weighing  from  650  to  700  pounds  to  a  bale; 
also  30  tons  of  pressed  tobacco  and  14  casks  of  spirits  of  turpentine. 
I  enclose  a  prize  list  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  a  duplicate  to 
you,  asking  that  you  will  please  forward  the  one  for  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  Paymaster  [W.  H.|  Thompson,  Norfolk  navy  yard,  who 
has  the  accounts  of  the  Wilderness,  that  he  may  make  it  out  in  proper 
form. 

Mery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Arey, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wilderness. 

Rear-Admiral  U.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads, 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II,  S.  S,  Kansas, 
regarding  reports  of  commanding  officers. 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  Hew  Inlet ,  November  3,  1364. 

Admiral  :  I  avail  myself  of  the  departure  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba 
at  daylight  in  the  morning  to  inform  you  that  I  have  ordered  the  Seneca , 
that  came  in  here  day  before  yesterday,  to  remain  here  till  further 
orders,  in  consequence  of  the  few  vessels  here  and  the  renewed  activity 
of  the  runners  on  this  bar.  The  Santiago's  prize,  the  Lucy ,  got  out 
this  side  the  evening  after  the  Annie  was  captured,  when  the  sea  was 
so  rough  no  vessel  could  have  maintained  a  close  blockade  of  the  bar. 

We  have  had  a  heavy  blow  since,  up  to  this  morning,  and  the  weather 
is  still  thick  and  unsettled.  It  is  now  10  p.  m.,  and  we  have  had  two 
alarms  through  the  mist  and  rain.  Our  search  for  the  culprits  has 
been  in  vain. 

The  two  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Wilderness  and 
Niphon  both  failed  in  the  essential  point  of  declaring  whether  or  not 
any  other  vessels  were  in  sight,  when  they  knew  all  here  claimed  wit¬ 
nessing  the  capture  of  the  Annie.  Owing  to  the  rough  sea  and  bad 
weather  these  reports  were  not  brought  to  me  till  the  last  moment  of 
the  day,  when  too  late  to  rewrite  them  unless  the  prize  and  the  Niphon , 
with  the  prisoners,  were  detained  here  till  the  following  day,  which  1 
did  not  deem  prudent  or  necessary,  so  directed  those  officers  to  insert 
the  omission.  Acting  Master  Kemble,  of  the  Niphon ,  informed  me  he 
should  write  to  you  and  request  the  withdrawal  of  his  report  and  the 
substitution  of  one  he  would  write,  which  he  would  forward  by  the 
senior  officer  at  Beaufort.  I  am  satisfied  these  two  officers  failed  to 
make  the  proper,  or  any,  signals  indicating  the  direction  of  the  chase, 
in  order  to  be  able  to  claim  a  sole  share  in  her.  Their  excuses  for  not 
complying  with  the  orders  in  this  respect  were  trivial  and  not  to  be 
admitted.  If  privateers  should  escape,  owing  to  such  failure,  those 
whose  position  as  chasers  calls  upon  them  to  pursue  could  hardly  be 
censured  if  left  there  in  the  dark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


General  order  No.  41,  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  failure  of  certain 

vessels  to  make  required  signals. 

Kortii  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern ,  November  9 , 1864. 

It  has  been  reported  to  me  that  the  commanders  of  the  Niphon  and 
Wilderness ,  captors  of  the  Annie,  failed  to  make  any  signals  indicating 
the  direction  the  chase  was  taking,  thereby  running  the  risk  of  losing 
the  vessel,  as  other  blockaders  in  the  vicinity  could  not,  for  want  of 
proper  directions,  afford  the  required  assistance.  It  is  the  impression 
of  the  senior  officer  off  the  bar  that  the  officers  commanding  the  Niphon 
and  Wilderness  “failed  to  make  the  required,  proper,  or  any  signal 
indicating  the  direction  of  the  chase,  in  order  to  be  able  to  obtain  a 
sole  share  in  the  prize.’7  Of  course  a  rigid  investigation  will  be  held  in 
regard  to  this  matter  and  a  trial  instituted  for  gross  disobedience  of 
orders,  and  the  chances  are  that  the  offenders  will  lose  their  share  of 
prize  money  and  be  otherwise  justly  dealt  with.  The  excuses  of  the 
officers  alluded  to  for  not  obeying  orders  were  too  trivial  to  be  admitted. 
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While  a  prize  is  the  reward  of  the  captors,  when  taken,  personal  con¬ 
siderations  are  to  be  disregarded  altogether,  and  cotton,  vessel,  and 
crew  are  to  be  sacrificed  rather  than  the  least  chance  should  be  offered 
them  to  escape. 

This  war  is  not  being  conducted  for  the  benefit  of  officers  or  to  enrich 
them  by  the  capture  of  prizes,  and  every  commander  is  deficient  in  the 
high  moral  character  which  has  always  been  inherent  in  the  Navy  who 
for  a  moment  consults  his  private  interests  in  preference  to  the  public 
good,  hesitates  to  destroy  what  is  the  property  of  the  enemy,  or  attempts 
to  benefit  himself  at  the  expense  of  others.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  ves¬ 
sel  should  escape  out  of  Wilmington  after  the  blockade  is  perfected  if 
the  orders  I  have  instituted  are  strictly  carried  out  and  the  signals 
properly  made,  for  if  the  runners  are  chased  to  the  middle  line  (when 
complete),  or  beyond  it  if  necessary,  they  will  be  picked  up  by  vessels 
stationed  there;  but  if  siguals  are  not  correctly  made  and  privateers 
escape  owing  to  the  culpable  neglect  of  a  few  officers,  those  whose 
position  as  chasers  call  upon  them  to  pursue  can  scarcely  be  held 
responsible. 

I  feel  much  dissatisfied  at  the  conduct  of  the  commanders  of  the 
Niplion  and  Wilderness ,  and  hope  while  I  command  this  squadron  that 
such  conduct  may  never  occur  again.  Honor  and  glory  should  be  the 
watchword  of  the  Navy,  and  not  profit.  A  rigid  investigation  will  be 
held  in  all  cases  reported  to  me,  and  when  I  find  any  officer  derelict  in 
the  duty  of  making  signals  I  will  do  my  best  to  deprive  him  of  his  share 
of  prize,  and  try  him  for  disobedience  of  orders. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  board  of  investigation  regarding  the  failure  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 

U.  S.  S.  Wilderness  to  throw  rockets. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  November  IS,  1864. 

Admiral:  In  pursuance  of  your  orders  of  the  7th  instant,  I  selected 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Dennison,  of  the  Cherohee ,  and 
Acting  Master  Hall,  of  this  vessel,  and  went  on  board  the  Wilderness 
to  investigate  why  rockets  were  not  thrown  the  night  of  the  chase  and 
capture  of  the  Annie. 

We  have  to  report  that  we  found  no  orders  had  been  given  by  the 
commanding  officer,  Acting  Master  Arey,  to  throw  rockets,  nor  anyone 
appointed  to  attend  to  that  matter,  Acting  Master  Arey  having  reserved 
to  himself  that  duty.  The  rockets  and  lighted  match  were  in  the  pilot 
house  at  the  time.  He  pleads  the  fact  of  it  being  his  first  night  on  the 
bar  duty,  having  a  very  short  time  previously  assumed  command  of 
the  vessel,  and  that  he  had  not  had  time  to  organize;  moreover,  that 
the  chase  was  followed  so  quickly  by  the  capture  that  he  failed  to 
remember  the  order,  or  did  not  think  it  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 
W.  E.  Dennison, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant. 
Samuel*  Hall,  Acting  Master. 

Pear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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hist  of  'vessels  in  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  and  their  disposition , 

November  1 ,  1864. 


i 


\  ami:. 


Commanding  officer. 


Position. 


Agawam. . . 

Aries . - . 

Alabama . 

Augusta . 

Alert . 

Atlanta . 

Anemone . 

Arietta .  - . 

Albemarle . 

Ben  Morgan . 

Banshee . 

Britannia . 

Brooklyn . 

Belle  . . . 

Bazely . 

Berberry . 

Bignonia . - . 

Canonicus . 

Chicopee  . 

Commodore  Hull - I 

Ceres . 

Colorado . 

Cherokee . I 

Calypso . 

Cambridge . 

Commodore  Barney.  -  -  - 

Commodore  Morris - 

Commodore  Perry . j 

Cactus . 

Crusader . - . 

Chippewa . 

Clinton . 

Charles  Phelps . -■ 

Cohasset . - . 

Clematis . 

Dumbarton . - 

Delaware . 

Dawn . 

Daylight . 

Dictator . 

Dacotah . 

Eolus . 

Emma . 

Eutaw . 

Port  Jackson . 

Port  Donelson . 

Florida . 

Fahkee . 

Grand  Gulf . 

Gettysburg . 

Governor  Buckingham 

General  Putnam . 

Granite . 

Glance . 

Howquali . 

Huron . 

Hunchback . 

Henry  Blinker . 

Heliotrope . 

Hoyt . 

Hetzel . 

Harcourt . 

I.  N.  Seymour . 

Iosco  . 

Juniata . 

James  Adger . 

Kansas . 

Keystone  State . 

Lilian . 

Louisiana . 

Lockwood . 

Lilac . 

Little  Ada . . 

Monticello . 

Maumee . 

Mohican . . 

Minnesota . 


Commander  A.  C.  Rliiml . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Wells.. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Smith - 

Commander  T.  G.  Corbin . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop . 

Acting  V olunteer  Lieut.  T.  J .  W  ood ward . . 

Acting  Master  Jona.  Baker . 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove . 


Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mulford . i 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  W.  H.  Garfield. ..] 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Sami.  Huse. . 

Captain  J  as.  Alden . - . 

Acting  Gunner  Wm.  Peterkin . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Connor . | 

Acting  Ensign  M.  Griffith . - . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott . 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell . 

Acting  Master  F.  Josselyn . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster . 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher . - . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  W.  E.  Dennison  . . 

Acting  Master  F.  D.  Stuart . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  G  B.  Livingston  . 

Acting  Master  R.  G.  Lee . 1 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  1’.  Foster. 

Acting  Ensign  C.  E.  Beck . - . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  P.  Hays . 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver - 

Acting  Ensign  F.  J.  Runnells . 

Acting  Ensign  Wm.  Ottiwell . 

Acting  Ensign  G.  B.  Griffin . 

Acting  Volunteer  LieutenantE.  D.  Bruner. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  Brown . . . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J  ackaway . 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon . 

Commodore  J.  Rodgers .  . 

Commander  G.  M.  Colvocoresses . 

'  Acting  Master  W.  0.  Lundt . ---• . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J  .MAY  illiams 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake . 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands . -  -  -  -  -  -  -. 

Acting  Volunteer  LieutenantT.  Pickering. 

Lieutenant-Commander  S.  Magaw . 

Acting  Master  B\  R.  W ebb . 

Commander  G.  M.  Ransom . 

Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson . -  -  -  •  -  - - 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Maclliar- 


Norl'olk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Convoying  California  mail 
steamers. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Beaufort  (ordnance). 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Craney  Island,  Virginia. 
Baltimore  (repairing). 

Off  Wilmington. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Off  Wilmington. 

Freshwater,  James  River. 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Do. 

York  River,  Virginia. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Hampton  Roads  (tug  duty). 
Craney  Island,  Virginia. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Not  yet  reported. 

Do. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Not  yet  reported. 

New  York  (repairing). 

Not  yet  reported. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 


mid. 


Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage . 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 

Acting  M aster  W .  H.  Bolton  .  . . .  - .  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Baicli  . 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge - 

Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  M.  Norman . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly . 

Acting  Master  G.  B.  Thompson . 


Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 

Commander  A.  J.  Drake . 

Captain  W.R.  Taylor . 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson  . .  -  - . -  -  -  - 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  YVatmough .. 

Commander  H.  Rolando . - . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green . 
Acting  Ensign  J.  Q-  A.  Davidson . 

Acting  Ensign  Edw.  Manning . 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  - . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  Parker . 

Commander  D.  Ammen . 

Commodore  J.  Lanman . 


James  River. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

York  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Baltimore  (repairing). 

Off  Wilmington. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Cruising  (Halifax). 

Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 
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List  of  vessels  in  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  and  their  disposition, 

November  1,  1864. 


Position. 


Mackinaw . 

Massasoit . 

Mount  Vernon . 

Mattabesett . 

Montgomery . 

Maratanza . 

Morse . 

Miami . 

Mendot.a . 

Mount  Washington... 

Mystic . 

Monadnock . . 

Mabopac . 

Martin . 

Mercedita . 


Malvern . 

Nyack . 

Kerens . 

Nipbon . 

New  Ironsides _ 

New  Berne . 

Nansemond . 

Osceola . 

Onondaga  . 

Otsego . 

Phlox . 

Powhatan . 

Pequot . 

Pawtuxet . 

Picket  Boat  No.  1 . 
Picket  Boat  No.  3. 
Picket  Boat  No.  4. 
Picket  Boat  No.  5. 
Picket  Boat  No.  6. 

Poppy . . 

Quaker  City . 

Rhode  Island . 

E.  R.  Cuyler . . 

Renshaw . 

Release . 

Roman . 

Seneca . 

State  of  Georgia  . . 

Saco . . . . 

Shenandoah  . 

Sassacus  . 

Susquehanna _ 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 
Stepping  Stones  . . 

Samuel  Rotan _ 

Saugus . 

Shamrock . 

St.  Lawrence . 

Sabine . 

Sh  ok  ok  on . 

Tallapoosa . 

Tuscarora . 

Tristram  Shandy . 

Tacony . . 

Unadilla . 

Unit . . 

Vicksburg . . 

Victoria . 

Vanderbilt . 

Valley  City . 

Wabash . . 

Wilderness . 

Wyalusing . 

Whitehead . 

Wyandotte . 

William  Badger  . . . 
Voung  America  ... 

Young  Rover . 

Y  an  t  ic . 

Zouave . 


Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont . . 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Trathen. 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Faucon 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young . 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  A.  Babcock . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.W.  Graves 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Haynie . 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright . 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien . 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker . 

Acting  Ensign  M.  L>.  Ames . 

Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Haxtun . 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn . 
Lieutenant-Commander  L.  H.  Newman  . . . 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell . 

Acting  Master  E.  Kemble . 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford  . . 

Act  ing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  K.Cressy 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Porter . 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cushman . . . 
Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold. . . 

Acting  Ensign  D.  F.  O  Brien . 

Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . 


Acting  Ensign  Wm.  Clarke... 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer . 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard. . 
Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell. 


Acting  Ensign  C.  H.  Beckshofft . 

Acting  Ensign  R.  Merchant . 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  E.  Belknap _ 

Commander  S.  Nicholson . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  G.  Walker . 

Captain  1).  B.  Ridgely . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis . 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon . 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  I).  A.  Campbell  . . . 

Acting  Master  W.  G,  Nutting . 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun  . .  _ . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Commander  D.  Lynch . |  ’ 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  B.  Lowry . 

Acting  Master  W.  B.  Sheldon . '  . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  E.  DeHaven 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey . 

AetingVolunteer  Lieutenant  E.  F.  Devens 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay 

Acting  Ensign  C.  B.  Parry . 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  H.  Baker . 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser _ 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks . . 

Captain  M.  Smith  . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  English 
Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett . . 

A  cting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain _ 


Acting  Master  I.  B.  Studley . ‘ 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris 
Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 


Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Hampton  Roads. 

Off  AVilmington. 

Beaufort.  N.  C. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Off' Wilmington. 

Baltimore  (repairing). 

James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Guard  ship  (York  River). 
Hamilton  Roads. 

James  River. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Sent  by  Adjutant-General  to 
New  Orleans  with  draft  of 
men  from  Aphrodite. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Cruising  (Halifax). 

Not  yet  reported. 

Off-  Wilmington. 

Hampton  Roads. 

New  York. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing) . 
James  River. 

Hampton  Roads  (tug  duty). 
Cruising  (Wilmington). 

Not  yet  reported. 

Cruising  (Wilmington). 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Craney  Island  (hulk). 

Cruising  (Wilmington). 

Not  yet  reported. 

Cruising  (AVilmington). 

Not  yet  reported. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Cruising  (AVilmington). 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 

J  ames  River. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  (ordnance). 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Cruising  (Halifax). 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  AVilmington. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (tug  duty). 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Do. 

Norfolk  (guard  ship). 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
Hampton  Roads. 

Cruising  (Halifax). 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard  (repairing). 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols ,  U.  IS. 
Navy,  regarding  general  matters. 


Hampton  Roads,  November  l ,  1861. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  28th  October  lias  been  received.  Keep 
the  court-martial  going;  let  them  adjourn  from  day  to  day  and  I  will 
send  some  charges  right  up  as  soon  as  I  can. 

There  will  be  no  trouble  in  getting  supplies.  I  have  ordered  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  yard  at  Norfolk  to  fill  all  requisitions  on  the  approval 
of  the  captain  without  reference  to  me. 

Anything  that  you  think  should  be  done,  go  ahead  and  do  it,  and  I 
will  approve  it  afterwards. 

I  wish  to  know  if  a  picket  launch  can  get  through  the  obstructions. 
1  should  like  to  blow  up  one  of  the  rebel  rams. 

Respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

tj.  8.  8.  Mendota. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Upshur,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  8.  8.  Advance. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  1,  1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Vance  [ Advance ]  to  the  station  marked  on  the 
chart  which  accompanies  this  order  on  the  blockade  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C.,  for  duty  as  a  cruiser. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jno.  H.  Upshur, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Vance  \  Advance]. 


Report  of  Commander  Glitz ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola, 
regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

At  Sea ,  Lat.  33°  25'  N.,  Long.  75°  13'  IT.,  November  1,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  yesterday  at  11  o’clock  a.  m., 
when  in  latitude  33°  50'  N.,  longitude  75°  45'  W.,  discovered  black 
smoke  bearing  N.  W.,  distant  about  15  miles.  Gave  chase  immediately 
and  continued  to  do  so  until  8:45  p.m.  The  chase  was  a  side  wheel 
steamer,  painted  white,  with  two  masts  and  two  smokeslacks.  She 
was  either  a  blockade  runner  or  privateer,  I  think  the  latter,  as  her 
decks  were  crowded  with  men.  When  first  discovered  she  was  steer¬ 
ing  toward  Wilmington,  [N.  C.],  but  we  pressed  her  so  hard  she  was 
compelled  to  change  her  course  to  every  point  of  the  compass.  At  sun¬ 
set  we  were  about  4  miles  from  the  said  steamer,  opened  fire  with  the 
forward  100-pounder  Tarrott  rifle,  firing  five  shots;  finding  that  they 
fell  short,  discontinued  the  firing,  but  continued  to  follow  until  the  time 
above  mentioned,  when  we  lost  her  in  a  fog  bank. 

We  kept  up  a  uniform  speed  of  13£  knots  during  the  entire  chase. 

I  think  I  can  safely  say  that  but  for  the  darkness  and  fog  it  would 
have  been  our  good  fortune  to  have  captured  her. 
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This  morning  about  7: 30  we  were  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the 
U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt.  Sent  word  to  Captain  Pickering  of  the  chase  yes¬ 
terday,  with  the  opinion  that  I  did  not  think  she  had  got  into  Wilming¬ 
ton,  but  wTas  still  in  this  neighborhood. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  oj  Captain  Glisson ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de 
Cuba ,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

At  Sea ,  November  1 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  November  1, 
1864,  at  7  a.  m.,  in  the  latitude  32°  18'  N.,  longitude  77°  40'  W.,  dis¬ 
covered  a  blockade  runner  burning  black  smoke,  bearing  S.  S.  W. 
Started  ahead  at  full  speed,  edging  away  to  the  southward  so  as  to  cut 
oft  the  blockader  [blockade runner].  At  10:30  a.  m.  discovered  another 
vessel,  a  ship  of  war,  bearing  down  on  the  chase  to  the  westward  of  us. 
At  11  a.  m.  exchanged  numbers  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot.  At  1 : 50  p.  m. 
a  French  steamship  of  war  hove  in  sight  to  the  southward  and  westward 
of  chase,  which  caused  her  to  change  her  course  for  a  few  minutes.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  Pequot  gave  up  the  chase,  we  still  in  chase  and  coming  up  on 
her.  At  5:45  p.  m.  fired  three  shots  at  her  from  our  rifle  cannon,  all 
falling  far  short  ot  her.  At  6  p.  m.  she  was  only  3^  miles  from  us.  At 
7  p.  m.  lost  sight  of  the  black  smoke,  but  stood  on  until  8  p.  m.  in  hopes 
of  seeing  her  again.  At  8  p.  m.  wore  ship  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
During  this  chase  the  weather  was  cloudy,  with  light  winds  and  rain 
from  the  southward  and  eastward.  When  the  chase  was  last  seen,  she 
was  heading  S.  S.  E.  |  E.,  in  the  latitude  30°  16'  1ST.,  longitude  75°  54' 
W.  She  was  a  side-wheel  steamer  with  two  smoke  pipes,  and  very  fast. 
W e  were  logging  13.6,  ship  very  light,  and  Ave  could  not  get  as  good 
speed  as  that  of  the  previous  two  days.  If  avc  had  had  but  two  hours 
more  of  daylight,  my  belief  is  Ave  would  have  captured  her.  Enclosed 
you  will  find  a  diagram  of  chase,  marked  “No.  3.” 

T  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Nan/. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Truxtun ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  recommending  for 
promotion  Acting  Ensign  Sommers ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 

Plymouth ,  N.  C .,  November  1 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  statement  for  vour  consid¬ 
eration,  viz: 

On  the  23d  oi  May  last,  it  became  necessary  to  send  a  reconnoitering 
party  up  Mackay’s  Creek,  near  Plymouth,  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
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information,  and  also  to  rapture  one  James  Dillery.  Acting  Ensign  R. 
Sommers,  of  this  vessel,  volunteered  for  the  duty.  While  absent  from 
his  boat  during  the  night,  she  was  discovered  and  fired  upon  by  rebel 
troops,  and  the  boat  keeper  forced  to  shove  off  and  return  to  the  vessel. 
Mr.  Sommers,  on  discovering  the  absence  of  his  boat,  at  once  proceeded 
with  his  party  to  pull  down  the  barn,  from  the  roof  of  which  he  formed 
a  raft,  and  safely  brought  his  men  through  the  rebel  pickets  to  the  ship. 
He  was  accompanied  by  one  William  G.  Green  (ordinary  seaman),  whom 
he  particularly  mentioned  for  good  conduct. 

On  the  27th  of  May  Mr.  Sommers  made  a  most  successful  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  rebel  batteries  at  Plymouth.  This  duty  necessitated 
eighteen  hours’  wading  and  crawling  in  the  swamp.  On  the  30th  of 
May  he  again  made  a  minute  reconnoissance  of  Plymouth,  accompanied 
by  William  G.  Green,  who  greatly  assisted  Mr.  Sommers  in  forcing  his 
way  through  the  tangled  undergrowth  of  the  almost  impenetrable 
swamps. 

On  the  7th  of  June  Mr.  Sommers,  with  a  party,  among  whom  was  Wil¬ 
liam  G.  Green,  pulled  several  miles  up  the  Chowan  River,  passing  the 
night  in  the  attempt  to  sieze  a  rebel  mail. 

Again  taking  to  the  swamp  on  the  20th  of  June,  Mr.  Sommers  obtained 
much  valuable  information  as  to  the  situation  ot  affairs  about  Plymouth. 
This  time  he  remained  so  long  absent  that  his  boat’s  crew  supposed  him 
captured  and  returned  to  the  ship.  Three  days  afterwards,  nearly 
starved  and  almost  worn  out,  he  was  discovered  paddling  oft  to  the  ship 
on  a  few  boards,  of  which  he  had  made  a  trail  raft. 

On  the  2!»th  of  September  he  was  in  temporary  command  of  the  tug 
Martin,  when  the  gunboat  Valley  City  got  ashore  under  a  rebel  battery 
in  the  Scuppernong  River,  and  behaved  with  coolness  and  discretion. 

October  22,  with  a  full  boat’s  crew,  he  obtained  information  that 
proved  of  service  in  the  subsequent  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram  Albe¬ 
marle  bv  Lieutenant  Gushing.  W  bile  on  his  return  his  boat  was  tired 
into  by  a  party  of  ambushed  rebels,  and  his  men  driven  into  the  swamp 
on  the  opposite  side.  Nothing  daunted,  however,  he  determined  to 
brino’  off  his  boat  and  party,  one  of  whom,  John  Williams,  quartermas 
ter  was  already  shot  through  both  legs.  William  G.  Green  (ordinary 
seaman),  placing  the  boat  between  himself  and  the  enemy,  gallantly 
swam  her  down  the  stream  (while  the  rest  of  the  party  made  their  way 
slowly  through  the  dense  swamp),  and  under  a  most  galling  tire,  which 
soon  riddled  the  boat,  killing  Williams  (quartermaster)  and  severely 
wounding  Green  in  the  head.  This  necessitated  the  abandonment  of  the 
boat:  the  party  became  somewhat  scattered.  Green,  though  weak  from 
the  loss  of  blood,  still  remained  faithful  to  his  duty  and  his  officer. 
Finally,  Mr.  Sommers,  after  great  exertion,  succeeded  in  bringing  off 
Green  and  one  other  of  the  men,  though  poor  Green  had,  a  few  hours 
before  reaching  the  ship,  and  while  floating  down  the  river  on  some  logs, 
lost  his  reason  through  suffering  and  exhaustion.  Since  then  the 
remainder  of  the  party  have  been  recovered,  and  on  our  capture  of  this 
place  we  found  that  the  body  of  John  Williams  (quartermaster)  had 
been  decently  buried  by  the  enemy.  After  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant 
Cushing.  Mr.  Sommers  made  two  more  reconnoissauces,  and  was  only 
prevented  by  sickness,  caused  by  long  exposure  in  the  swamps,  from 
bein°’  one  of  the  participants  in  Lieutenant  Cushing’s  most  successful 
and  gallant  operation.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  Mr.  Sommers 
behaved  well  in  the  late  engagement  at  this  place. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  Act 
ing  Ensign  Rudolph  Sommers  for  promotion  to  Hie  grade  of  acting 
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master,  and  that  a  medal  of  honor,  with  such  gratuity  as  the  Depart¬ 
ment  may  see  proper,  be  given  to  William  G.  Green  (ordinary  seaman) 
for  his  repeated  acts  of  gallantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Trtjxtun, 

Lieutenant-  Comm  an  der. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Nichols ,  TT.  S 
Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  steamers  Wyandotte  and  Mystic. 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  2,  1864. 
Sir:  My  orders  temporarily  detaching  the  Wyandotte  and  Mystic 
from  the  Fifth  Division  are  hereby  countermanded,  and  they  will 
resume  their  former  connection  with  that  division. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota ,  Senior  Officer  Fifth  Division. 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago 
de  Ctiba ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Lucy. 

IT.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

At  Sea ,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  I 
have,  after  a  chase  of  two  hours,  this  day,  at  11  a.  m.,  in  the  latitude 
32°  40'  N.,  longitude  77°  48'  W.,  captured  the  English  blockade-run¬ 
ning  steamer  Lucy ,  fourteen  hours  from  Wilmington,  [N.  C.],  bound  to 
Nassau,  New  Providence,  with  414  bales  of  cotton  and  25  tons  of 
tobacco.  Previous  to  her  capture  she  threw  overboard  52  bales  of  cot¬ 
ton.  It  was  blowing  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  eastward,  and  I 
was  unable  to  pick  up  any  of  it.  We  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  a 
prize  crew  on  board  without  loss  of  life.  I  will  send  her  on  to  Boston 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Frank  [H.]  Wilks.  1  sought  to  obtain  her 
log  book  and  any  other  papers  which  might  be  on  board  of  her,  but  I 
ascertained  she  had  thrown  them  all  overboard  previous  to  capture. 
I  have  obtained  the  following  information  from  the  captured  crew  of 
the  Lucy:  On  the  night  of  the  30th  October  the  Tallahassee ,  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieutenant  [W.  H.]  Ward,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy, 
went  to  sea,  passing  out  on  the  south  side  of  the  shoal.  On  Friday 
night,  October  28,  the  Chickamauga ,  another  privateer,  passed  out  on 
the  south  side.  They  are  both  propellers,  with  double  screws,  and  are 
very  fast,  both  being  two-piped  steamers  and  very  close  together. 
When  the  Lucy  left  on  the  night  of  the  1st  November  she  left  in  port 
the  Petersburg ,  Beatrice ,  Little  Hattie ;  the  North  Heath  and  Badger 
being  both  disabled.  The  Santiago  de  Cuba  is  the  only  vessel  entitled 
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to  a  share  in  this  prize,  as  there  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight  at  the 
time  of  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain ,  77.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  arrival  at  City  Point ,  Fa¬ 
ll.  S.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 

City  Point,  Va.,  November  3 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Mahopac,  under 
my  command,  at  City  Point,  Va.,  at  11 :45  o’clock  a.  m.  to  day, in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  order  by  telegraph  of  the  1st  instant,  received  by  me  at 
Wilson’s  Landing  on  the  2d  instant,  at  4  o’clock  p.  m. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Pear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  plan  of  the 

blockade. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads,  November  3,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  plan  of  the  blockade  oft 
Wilmington  as  it  now  exists,  the  crosses  representing  blockaders. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  f  >.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Wetmore ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  Western  Bar  in  com¬ 
mand  of  77.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 

Hampton  Poads,  November  3,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  Monticello  to  take  command  of  the 
Wilderness,  and  take  your  station  off  the  Western  Bar,  [Cape  Fear 
River  I,  outside  of  the  bar  tenders  about  2  or  3  miles,  and  be  ready  to 
chase  in  the  direction  designated  by  signal.  Your  vessel  will  not  be 
employed  as  a  bar  blockader.  She  is  fast  and  will  be  employed  exclu¬ 
sively  as  a  chaser. 

Respectively,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  II.  S.  Wetmore, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 
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Order  *  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Davis ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Sassacus,  to  search  for  the 
C.  8.  8.  Tallahassee. 

Hampton  Eoads,  November  4,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  in  search  of  the  Tallahassee. 
Steer  directly  east  about  100  miles,  then  northwest,  and  so  on  up  the 
coast,  using  your  own  judgment  as  to  the  best  method  of  capturing  her. 
Return  here  after  there  is  no  likelihood  of  overhauling  her. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  Sassacus ,  Hampton  Bonds. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Nary,  to  Captain  Steedman ,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Ticonderoga. 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  4, 1864. 
Captain:  You  are  hereby  assigned  to  the  Fourth  Division  North 
Atlantic  Squadron,  commanded  by  Commodore  S.  W.  Godon,  to  whom 
you  will  report. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ticonderoga. 


Beport  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  proposed  canal 

at  Dutch  Cap. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 

James  Biver,  November  4,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  statement t  made  at  my 
request  by  Mr.  Maillefert,  submarine  engineer,  of  the  estimated  amount 
of  work  to  be  done,  and  the  material  which  will  be  required  to  do  it. 
I  also  enclose  requisition  for  the  cans  and  sand  bags.  The  chart 
spoken  of  is  one  made  in  June  last,  from  a  careful  survey  made  before 
the  enemy  occupied  their  present  positions,  and  is  of  importance  in 
view  of  the  proper  commencement  of  the  work.  I  should  be  much 
obliged  if  you  could  send  me  a  copy  of  it.  I  will  see  General  Butler 
about  the  employment  of  Mr.  Maillefert  on  the  work.  He  is  now 
employed  in  connection  with  the  canal  at  Dutch  Gap,  and  informs  me 
that  he  thinks  it  will  certainly  be  finished  in  about  two  or  three  weeks’ 
time.  Should  this  canal  be  cut  through,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  the  river  will  be  diverted  into  it,  making  dead  water  in  Trent’s 
Reach  and  a  rapid  deposit,  or  will  weaken  its  force  so  much  by  divid¬ 
ing  it  that  neither  channel  can  be  kept  open,  except  by  dredging. 
The  canal  cuts  off  some  (!  miles  of  water  course,  and  Mr.  Maillefert 


*  See  Series  I,  vol.  3,  p.  324,  for  report  of  chase  of  the  C.  S,  S.  Tallahassee , 
tNot  necessary  to  publish, 
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tells  rue  that  tlie  difference  of  level  is  several  inches.  Water  will  nat¬ 
urally  seek  its  own  level,  and  here  is  a  passage  cut  for  it  to  do  so  in 
the  most  direct  route,  and  as  it  appears  to  me  at  the  expense  of  Trent’s 
Beach.  These  are  crude  ideas  that  have  entered  my  mind,  and  I  sub¬ 
mit  them  to  your  larger  experience  and  better  judgment  in  such  mat¬ 
ters.  If  I  am  right,  one  work  or  the  other  is  unnecessary,  and  the 
most  feasible  and  useful  one  should  be  adopted.  It  is  better  to  have 
one  good  channel  than  two  indifferent  ones.  Trusting  that  you  will  not 
consider  me  presumptuous  in  making  the  above  suggestions,  they  are 
respectfully  submitted  for  your  consideration  by 
Your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  pro  tern.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 

Walker,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  give  notification  regarding  the  movements  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee. 

Hampton  Boads,  November  4,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  off' the  port  of  Wilmington,  and 
notify  the  vessels  there  that  the  Tallahassee  is  making  her  way  in  that 
direction;  not  being  able  to  get  coal,  she  will  try  to  get  in.  Notify  all 
vessels  of  war  that  you  may  meet  that  the  Tallahassee  left  Delaware 
Breakwater  on  the  3d  instant  at  sunset,  and  they  will  make  their  cal¬ 
culations  accordingly. 

You  will  carry  all  the  sail  and  steam  you  can,  and  return  to  this 
place  when  these  orders  are  executed. 

I  give  you  a  chart  showing  the  position  of  all  blockaders.  Commu¬ 
nicate  with  the  whole  line  if  possible,  and  put  them  ou  their  guard. 

If  you  break  down,  give  your  orders  to  the  first  naval  vessel  you 
meet  with,  and  direct  the  commander  to  carry  them  out. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant- Commander  John  G.  Walker, 

Commanding  Saco,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  feasibility  of 
passing  the  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Reach. 

U.  S.  8.  Mendota, 

James  River,  November  5,  1864. 

Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  by  the  Phlox  is  received. 
I  do  not  think  there  would  be  much,  if  any,  difficulty  in  getting  a 
launch  through  the  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Beach.  It  might  be  neces¬ 
sary,  perhaps,  to  remove  a  portion  of  the  torpedo  net  placed  above  to 
enable  her  to  pass.  Commencing  at  a  short  distance  above  the  obstruc¬ 
tions,  the  right  bank  of  the  river  is  strongly  picketed  by  the  enemy  as 
far  up  as  our  own  pickets  extend  on  the  opposite  side.  The  rams  lie 
above  our  lines  and  generally  together.  The  greatest  difficulty  would 
be  in  traversing  the  distance  without  discovery,  the  river  being  in  some 
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places  short  pistol  shot  across,  and  the  enemy  keep  picket  boats  below 
their  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  pro  tern.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Hear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Vol  unteer  Lieutenant 
Bruner ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U .  S.  S.  Clematis. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  5,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Eastern  Bar,  off  Wil¬ 
mington,  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  duty  on  the  blockade 
as  a  chaser. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  D.  Bruner, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Clematis ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volun  teer  Lieutenant 
Campbell ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  restriction  of  contraband  trade  in 
York  River. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  5,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  and  report  to  the  senior  naval  officer  in  York 
River,  and  cruise  there  to  prevent  smuggling  and  contraband  trade. 
You  will  confine  yourself  to  no  particular  locality,  but  cruise  where 
your  services  are  most  required  and  your  judgment  dictates.  Do  all 
you  can  to  stop  the  smuggling  carried  on  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter], 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Campbell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Stepping  Stones,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  attempted 
expedition  to  Washington,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Ceres, 

Pamlico  River ,  North  Carolina,  November  5,  1861. 

Sir  :  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  happy  result  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  at  Plymouth  on  Monday  last.  I  have  not  learned  the  particulars, 
but  hear  you  were  very  successful.  I  was  very  sorry  to  hear  of  the 
capture  of  Lieutenant  Cushing,  for  he  is  a  brave  fellow. 

Having  heard  that  the  rebels  had  or  were  about  to  evacuate  Wash¬ 
ington,  [N.  C.],  I  tried  to  get  up  to  town  this  morning,  but  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  strong  northwest  wind  having  blown  the  water  out  of 
the  river  I  was  unable  to  do  so.  I  came  to  anchor  about  2.j  miles  below 
the  town.  I  saw  what  I  took  to  be  a  rebel  Hag  at  their  old  headquarters, 
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but  as  the  wind  was  blowing  toward  me  I  could  not  distinguish  it 
clearly.  They  manned  two  guns  at  the  lower  fort,  which  was  all  I  could 
see.  The  rifled  68-pounder  on  the  island  appeared  to  have  been  removed. 
Yesterday  morning,  while  proceeding  toward  Washington,  the  steamer 
grounded.  I  was  obliged  to  throw  overboard  about  9  tons  of  coal  before 
I  could  get  off,  as  the  water  was  falling  very  rapidly.  I  shall  be  obliged 
to  run  to  the  inlet  and  fill  up,  which  I  can  do  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Poster, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Havy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds ,  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 


[Telegram.] 


Hampton  Roads,  November  6 ,  1864 — 1:30  p.  m. 

(Received  4 :  25  p.  m.) 

Susquehanna  and  Monadnock  have  left.  Colorado  goes  in  half  an 
hour. 


I).  T>.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Thatcher, 
V.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  6 , 1864. 
Commodore  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  sea  and  cruise 
outside,  between  here  and  the  Capes  of  the  Delaware,  using  your  sails 
principally. 

Return  here  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Garfield,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Banshee. 


Hampton  Roads,  November  6, 1864. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Banshee  under  your  command  to  the  blockade 
off  Wilmington,  and  take  your  station  as  set  down  on  the  chart  given  you 
for  duty  as  a  chaser. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

David  14.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Garfield, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Banshee, 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  repeating  Ms  request  for  cal¬ 
cium  lights  for  the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  V.,  November  6 , 1864. 

Admiral:  In  my  No.  1  (dated  October  28)  I  requested  that  calcium 
lights  might  be  supplied  for  the  vessels  in  this  district  for  the  purpose  of 
lighting  up  the  mouth  ofEoanoke  Eiver,  and  thus  preventing  surprise 
either  by  the  ram  or  torpedo  boats.  Since  the  capture  of  this  town  these 
lights  will  be  more  than  ever  useful  for  lighting  up  the  river  and  prevent¬ 
ing  the  approach,  unseen,  of  torpedo  boats. 

The  enemy  captured  the  boat  used  by  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  and 
have  it  up  the  river.  It  is  reported  that  she  steamed  up  the  Eoanoke 
from  Plymouth ;  if  so,  she  must  be  in  good  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Escape  of  a  blockade  runner  into  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  November  6,  1864. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Western  Bar ,  off  Wilmington ,  N  C.,  November  7,  1864. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  extracts  from  the  log  books  and 
reports  *  of  commanding  officers  belonging  to  this  division  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  in  reference  to  the  escape  of  a  large, 
two  smokestack,  side-wheel  steamer,  bound  into  Wilmington.  The  cir¬ 
cumstances  as  near  as  I  can  get  at  them  were  as  follows :  At  about  8 : 15 
p.  m.,  while  cruising  on  night  station,  saw  a  rocket  fired  in  a  north¬ 
westerly  direction,  traveling  easterly;  saw  several  flashes  of  guns 
apparently  from  two  vessels  in  chase  to  the  eastward,  close  in  under 
Oak  Island.  I  immediately  hauled  in  to  the  northward,  so  as  to  com¬ 
mand  the  main  channel  with  the  guns.  We  discovered  a  side- wheel 
steamer  lying,  as  near  as  I  could  judge,  broadside  to  beach,  but  could  not 
distinguish  whether  she  was  on  shore  or  not,  she  being  some  quarter 
of  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  the  wreck  of  the  Oeorgiana  McCaic  and 
directly  under  the  fire  of  Fort  Caswell  and  Bug  Light  batteries.  The 
night  being  very  bright  and  clear,  and  the  moon  to  the  westward  of 
us  and  defining  our  position,  [we]  were  opened  upon  from  Fort  Caswell 
and  shore  batteries  to  the  westward,  the  shell  exploding  beyond  and 
some  of  the  Whitworth  striking  close  alongside.  I  tried  the  range 
of  my  100-pounder  ritle,  but  did  not  succeed  in  striking  the  runner.  I 
ran  down  to  the  westward  to  communicate  and  concert  measures  for 
the  runner’s  destruction  by  boats.  After  speaking  the  steamers  Aries, 
Britannia,  and  tug  Eolus  steamed  back  for  station,  they  following  and 
closing  in  on  the  position  of  the  runner.  When  I  reached  my  station 
the  steamer  had  her  fore  staysail  set  and  apparently  a  steam  tug 
towing  her  bows  around  so  as  to  point  her  over  the  bar,  and  as  the 

*  Reports  of  the  U.  S.  steamers  Bignonia,  Britannia,  Jlumbarton,  and  Nansemond 
omitted  as  unnecessary  to  publish, 
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moon  disappeared  about  this  time  we  lost  tlie  run  of  the  vessel  until 
she  was  seen  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Caswell,  inside  the  bar.  I  would 
state,  from  the  early  hour  of  the  night  taken  advantage  of  by  the  runner, 
that  it  is  my  impression  that  she  must  have  been  anchored  under  the 
land  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of  Lockwood’s  Folly  Inlet  and 
passed  the  western  blockaders  before  she  was  discovered. 

I  would  also  state  that  we  have  eight  stations  off  the  bar  to  keep, 
and  having  only  seven  vessels  to  perform  the  duty,  we  are  compelled  to 
extend  our  lines.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  there  should  be 
furnished  one  or  two  smart  vessels  to  cruise  from  our  most  western 
station  alongshore  to  the  southward  and  westward  20  miles,  overlap¬ 
ping  Lockwood’s  Folly  Inlet  to  intercept  any  runners. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Wavy,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Comdg.  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Lundt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Eolus. 

U.  S.  S.  Eolus, 

Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  Wovember  7, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  with  much  regret,  the  entrance  of  a 
blockade  runner  over  this  bar  last  night.  At  8 : 15  p.  m.,  while  patrolling 
my  station,  being  in  4^  fathoms  water,  Bald  Head  light  bearing  E.  by 
S.,  I  espied  a  two-smokestack,  side-wheel  steamer  off  my  starboard 
beam,  close  inshore,  making  for  the  bar  at  full  speed.  I  immediately 
turned  and  gave  chase,  sending  up  rockets  and  firing  at  him  with  the 
30-pounder  rifle;  but  he  got  in,  though  I  followed  him  until  the  shot 
aud  shell  from  the  rebel  batteries  fell  close  around  me.  While  firing 
the  last  shell  from  the  rifle  the  lock  blew  partly  off'  and  at  the  same 
time  the  vent  of  the  24-pounder  howitzer  got  clogged,  and  I  stopped  to 
repair  damage.  Meanwhile  saw  that  the  blockade  runner  had  run 
aground.  Stood  to  the  westward  and  communicated  the  same  to  the 
U.  S.  S.  Aries,  and  returned  in  company  with  her  toward  the  bar,  when 
it  appeared  as  if  the  U.  S.  S.  Bignonia  was  aground  near  the  blockade 
runner.  Stood  in  to  within  half  a  mile  of  them,  and  at  10 : 15  p.  m.  sent 
in  an  officer  and  6  men  in  a  boat  to  reconnoiter  and  to  ascertain  if  any 
of  our  ships  were  aground.  The  boat  returned  at  11: 45  p.  m.  and  the 
officer  reported  that  he  stood  close  in  and  pulled  around  the  wreck  of 
the  Oeorgiana  McCaw  and  ascertained  that  none  of  our  fleet  got  ashore, 
but  that  while  standing  in  he  saw  the  blockade  runner  get  afloat  and 
enter  the  harbor.  The  blockade  runner,  not  being  seen  in  time  by  any 
vessel  to  the  westward,  and  being  already  so  close  in  to  the  bar  when 
first  discovered  by  me,  it  was  impossible  to  head  him  off  and  to  prevent 
his  entrance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  O.  Lundt, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bolus. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Aries. 

U.  S.  S.  Aries, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  November  7, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  while  cruising  on  night  station  No.  4,  in  5 
fathoms  water,  with  Bald  Head  light  bearing  E.  ^  S.  and  Spot  Hill 
N.  W.  by  N.,  at  a  quarter  before  9  o’clock  last  evening,  I  discovered  a 
strange  steamer  bearing  N.  1ST.  W.,  close  under  the  land,  steering  to  the 
eastward  at  full  speed.  I  immediately  gave  chase,  opened  lire  on  the 
stranger,  and  threw  rockets  to  the  eastward,  indicating  his  course. 
The  Maratanza  and  Bolus  soon  joined  in  the  chase  and  succeeded  in 
driving  the  stranger  aground  on  the  northern  edge  of  the  channel.  My 
boats  were  soon  in  readiness  to  board  him,  but,  assisted  by  arising  tide, 
he  got  afloat  and  ran  in  before  this  much-desired  object  could  be  accom¬ 
plished.  The  moon  was  shining  bright  and  the  tide  was  about  one- 
fourth  flood  when  the  blockade  runner  ran  in.  Had  my  vessel  been  1 
mile  farther  to  the  westward,  and  other  circumstances  in  this  case 
remaining  the  same,  this  runner  would  never  have  got  into  Wilmington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  S.  Wells, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Acting  Plaster  Arey ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilder¬ 
ness,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

IT.  S.  S.  Wilderness, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  November  7, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8  p.  m.  last  evening  I  made  a 
steamer  coming  out  of  New  Inlet.  It  was  bright  moonlight  at  the  time, 
and  the  Howquah  bore  N.  by  E.,  the  Cherokee  S.  S.  W.  Both  vessels 
were  plainly  in  sight  from  me.  When  I  thought  he  was  far  enough  from 
me  to  enable  me  to  cut  off  his  return,  I  started  for  the  channel.  He 
turned  back  and  started  for  the  bar  to  return  at  the  same  time.  He  got 
inside  the  bar  before  I  did.  I  chased  him  into  3  fathoms  of  water,  and  at 
the  time  I  gave  up  the  chase  I  was  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from 
Fort  Fisher.  The  chase  returned  near  the  Mound,  and  I  kept  him  in 
sight  till  1 : 30  a.  m.,  when  it  shut  in  very  thick,  and  I  ran  into  3  fathoms 
water  and  laid  there  during  the  night,  and  at  daylight  this  morning 
apparently  the  same  steamer  got  underway  and  went  up  toward  Wil 
mington.  I  am  positive  that  no  vessel  went  in  or  out  of  this  port  last 
night. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servan  ., 

Henry  Arey, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Nichole ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  channel  in  Trends  Reach. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  7, 1864. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  communication  of  4tli  instant,  in  relation  to 
blowing  out  the  channel  in  Trent’s  Reach,  you  are  authorized  to  make 
requisition  on  Commander  Lynch  for  anything  you  may  require. 

Employ  Mr.  Maillefert  and  go  ahead  as  soon  as  possible,  and  try  to 
blow  out  some  of  the  channel  if  you  do  not  succeed  with  the  whole. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mendota. 


Report  of  Commander  Clitz ,  IT.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  IT.  S.  8.  Osceola, 
regarding  the  chase  of  the  C.  S.  8.  Tallahassee,  November  7,  1864* 

IT.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  14, 1864. 

Admiral  :  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  of  extracts  from 
log  book  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Osceola  : 

On  the  7th  instant,  at  11 : 15  a.  m.,  sailed  from  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  with 
this  vessel  under  my  command.  At  meridian  Cape  Lookout  light¬ 
house  bore  per  compass  E.,  distant  about  7  miles.  At  12 : 30  p.  m.  saw 
a  sail  bearing  S.  by  W.  At  1  saw  black  smoke  bearing  S.  S.  W.  Gave 
chase  under  a  full  head  of  steam.  At  1:45  saw  more  black  smoke  bear¬ 
ing  S.  S.  W.,  also  saw  a  steamer  inshore.  Soon  saw  two  other  steamers 
in  chase,  the  whole  of  them  steering  to  S.  W.,  and  we  trying  to  cut  them 
off  and  nearing  them  rapidly.  Set  jib,  foresail,  and  mainsail.  At  2:30 
took  in  the  mainsail  on  account  of  its  making  the  ship  steer  badly. 
Made  the  steamers  out  to  be  three  of  our  cruisers  in  chase  of  a  rebel 
privateer  or  blockade  runner.  The  leading  vessels  of  the  pursuers 
fired  at  the  chase,  and  the  fire  was  returned,  but  at  too  long  range  to 
reach.  At  3  set  the  mainsail.  The  second  black  smoke  we  saw  proved 
to  be  one  of  our  gunboats  in  chase,  a  vessel  like  the  Fort  Donelson,  one 
a  boat  like  the  Quaker  City ,  and  the  other  a  screw  steamer  like  the 
Aries.  At  3 : 30  went  to  general  quarters,  cast  loose  the  guns,  and  pre¬ 
pared  for  battle.  Saw  a  steamer  to  the  E.  N.  E.  coming  up,  probably 
the  Gettysburg.  The  steamer  we  called  the  Quaker  City  gave  up  the 
chase. 

From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Still  in  chase;  the  chase  keeping  her  position 
ahead,  but  drawing  into  the  bight  between  Cape  Lookout  and  Cape 
Fear,  and  we  trying  to  cut  her  off,  when  she  hauled  to  the  southward 
along  the  land  and  we  gaining  on  her  while  doing  so. 

From  6  to  8  p.  in.:  Still  in  chase  and  gradually  gaining.  At  6:15 
called  No.  1  gun’s  crew  to  quarters  and  fired  four  shell  from  forward 
pivot  (100-pounder  Parrott),  only  being  able  to  see  the  smoke  from  her 
smoke  pipes  against  the  western  sky.  At  6: 40  lost  sight  of  her  in  the 
increasing  darkness.  Stopped  the  engine  and  hove  to.  Secured  the 
battery. 

From  8  to  midnight:  Heard  firing  to  the  northward  and  eastward, 
probably  the  Gettysburg,  which  lasted  but  for  a  few  minutes.  At  8: 30 

*  See  also  Series  I,  vol.  3,  pp.  308-340. 
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a  steamer  passed  us,  steering  to  the  S.  S.  W.  She  showed  the  night 
signal  of  the  blockading  fleet  and  we  answered.  Ship  hove  to,  only 
steaming  ahead  occasionally  to  bring  the  ship’s  head  to  the  sw  ell  to 
prevent  her  rolling  so  heavily.  Sounded  occasionally  in  10  fathoms 
water. 

******  * 

The  vessel  we  chased  was  probably  the  Tallahassee. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Olitz, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lamson,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Gettys¬ 
burg,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner ,  November  7,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  November  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on  the  7th  instant,  at  2 
p.  m.,  off  Beaufort  Bar,  I  sighted  black  smoke  to  the  southward  and 
westward,  with  the  Osceola,  Lilian,  and  another  vessel  in  chase.  We 
immediately  gave  chase  and  gained  steadily  till  dark.  When  off'  Mason- 
boro  Inlet  lost  sight  of  all  the  vessels  and  hauled  in  close  to  the  beach 
to  prevent  the  chase  from  turning  back. 

Soon  after  saw  several  rockets  in  the  direction  of  the  fleet,  but  saw 
nothing  more. 

At  12  m.  on  the  Sth  instant,  in  latitude  32°  23'  1ST.,  longitude  77°  37' 
W.,  sighted  black  smoke  and  chased  S.  E.  till  dark,  when,  it  being  misty 
and  rainy  and  nothing  to  be  seen,  gave  up  the  chase  in  latitude  31°  42' 
N.,  longitude  76°  25;  W.,  having  gained  about  6  or  8  miles,  and  the 
chase  6  miles  distant  when  last  seen.  She  was  a  side-wheel  steamer, 
bound  in. 

Our  furnaces  being  constructed  for  burning  soft  coal,  it  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult  and  sometimes  impossible  to  get  as  high  pressure  of  steam  as  is 
desirable  in  a  chase  with  the  hard  and  frequently  inferior  coal  we  get 
at  Beaufort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Spotts ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Paic- 
tuxet,  regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet, 
Beaufort ,  [A.  C.},  November  7,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  26th  of  October,  I  proceeded 
down  the  coast.  On  the  27th,  finding  that  1  could  not  reach  the  Fort 
Jackson’s  station  until  late  at  night,  having  very  heavy  weather  at  the 
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time,  I  ran  into  the  station  assigned  me,  intending  to  deliver  your  dis¬ 
patches  to  Captain  Sands  the  following  day.  The  engines  getting  out 
of  order,  I  did  not  get  down  until  the  29th;  eould  not  find  the  Fort 
Jackson;  remained  at  her  station  that  night.  On  the  30th  went  on  the 
west  side  of  Frying  Pan  Shoals  in  search  of  her;  found  a  quantity 
of  cotton  adrift;  had  picked  up  16  hales  when,  at  3:30  p.  m.,  I  discov¬ 
ered  a  blockade  runner,  hull  down,  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
Immediately  gave  chase,  overhauled  the  Dumbarton  in  chase,  gained 
on  her  very  fast,  going  13  knots,  and  at  dark  had  gotten  within  about 
4  miles  of  her;  soon  after  dark  lost  sight  of  her,  but  followed  on  the 
course  until  11  p.  in.  She  was  quite  a  large  steamer,  side  wheel,  one 
smokestack,  schooner-rigged,  painted  light  lead  color.  With  one  hour 
more  daylight  I  could  have  caught  her.  On  the  following  day  I 
returned  to  my  station.  Enclosed  please  find  the  track  of  the  vessel. 

On  the  5tli  instant  ran  down  to  the  Fort  Jackson’s  station,  but  saw 
nothing  of  her.  Will  send  the  cotton  north  the  first  opportunity.  You 
will  please  instruct  me  in  regard  to  distribution  of  the  proceeds  from 
the  sale  of  cotton  picked  up,  as  1  understand  the  Government  does  not 
claim  one-half,  as  in  other  cases. 

I  arrived  here  to  day;  will  coal  and  be  at  my  station  to-morrow. 

Yerv  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

,1.  H.  Spotts, 

Commander. 

Pear- Admiral  1).  1).  Porter, 

Connie/.  Forth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  reconnoissance 

to  Jamesville,  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  7,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  5th  instant  I 
sent  the  Chicopee  and  Whitehead  up  the  Roanoke  as  far  as  Jamesville 
on  a  reconnoissance,  and  also  to  seize  any  boats,  cotton,  or  supplies 
belonging  to  the  enemy. 

The  vessels  returned,  however,  without  having  seen  any  batteries  or 

made  any  captures.  . 

Commander  Harrell,  of  the  Chicopee,  commanded  the  expedition. 
Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols,  F.  S 
Navy ,  to  report  all  movements  of  the  enemy  in  James  River. 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  8,  1864. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  have  definite  and  recent  information  ot  the  positions 
and  movements  of  the  rebel  fleet  in  James  River. 

You  will  therefore  detail  two  or  three  smart,  active  officers  to  watch 
them,  and  direct  them  to  report  to  me,  through  you,  every  movement 
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of  any  importance  made  by  any  of  the  rebel  vessels,  and  where  they 
generally  lie  at  night.  The  object  is  to  know  their  habits. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  James  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Ensign  Manning , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  to  proceed  to  the  Western  Bar ,  delivering  orders  to  vessels. 


Hampton  Koads,  November  8 ,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear 
Biver,  and  on  your  way  stop  at  Beaufort,  delivering  orders,  etc. 

You  will  then  find  the  following  vessels  and  deliver  to  them  the 
accompanying  orders:  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  Tristram  Shandy ,  Gettysburg,  A.  D. 
Vance,  and  Fort  Donelson. 

You  will  remain  off  Western  Bar  until  further  orders. 

Yery  respectfully, 


[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Acting  Ensign  Edw.  Manning], 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  off  West¬ 
ern  Bar ,  regarding  the  stations  of  vessels. 

Hampton  Boads,  November  8, 1864. 

Sir:  Until  further  orders  the  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Tristram  Shandy ,  Gettys¬ 
burg,  A.  D.  Vance,  and  Fort  Donelson  will  report  for  duty  to  blockade 
off  the  Western  Bar  and  return  to  their  original  stations  as  tliey  may 
be  relieved  by  other  vessels. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Senior  Oefioer  ope  Western  Bar,  [Cape  Fear  Biver]. 

[P.  S.j— As  you  go  out,  pick  these  vessels  up  from  their  stations. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
movements  oftioo  blockade  runners. 

U.  S.  S.  Howquah, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  8,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

While  on  my  station  at  8  p.  m.  last  evening  in  U  fathoms  of  water, 
with  the  Mound  light  bearing  W.  I  S.,  saw  a  steamer  bearing  W.  by  S. 
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just  to  the  southward  of  the  Mound  light,  coming  out.  He  came  to  the 
northward  as  far  as  the  range  lights  bearing  W.  k  N.  from  us,  when  he 
turned  and  went  back,  lying  in  under  the  Mound.  As  the  moon  went 
down  we  drew  in  toward  the  mouth  of  the  channel.  At  this  time  the 
Wilderness  bore  S.  by  W.  and  the  Seneca  N.  N.  E.  I  did  not  lose  sight 
of  the  strange  vessel  until  12 : 30  a.  m.  At  5 :  30  p.  m.  on  this  evening 
a  steamer  came  down  and  anchored  in  the  river  to  the  westward  of  the 
Mound.  At  daylight  apparently  the  same  steamer  was  lying  there, 
and  went  up  the  river  past  Fort  Fisher. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balch, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Howquah. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  troops  for  the 
batteries  at  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  8,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  fl.  N.] 
Palmer,  commanding  district  North  Carolina,  has  this  day  sent  300 
troops  to  garrison  the  batteries  at  Plymouth,  and  he  states  that  should 
General  Butler,  to  whom  he  has  referred  the  matter,  think  proper  to 
hold  the  place  more  men  will  be  sent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  adjournment  of 
Confederate  court  at  Edenton,  N.  C. ,  November  8,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  22, 1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  8tli  instant  Acting 
Master  Francis  Josselyn  went  to  Edenton,  N.  C.,  with  the  Commodore 
Hull  and  adjourned,  by  my  orders,  a  rebel  court  in  session  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Josselyn  says  that  this  was  the  first  court  they  had  held  at  this 
town  during  the  rebellion. 

Many  of  the  residents  of  the  town  have  been  considered  loyal,  and 
treated  as  such. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Josselyn ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  adjournment 
of  Confederate  court  at  Edenton,  N.  C .,  November  8,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull, 

Off  Edenton,  N.  C.,  November  8 ,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  agreeably  to  your  instructions, 
I  landed  with  a  detachment  of  men  this  afternoon  at  Edenton  and 
adjourned  sine  die  a  county  court  which  was  in  session  in  the  court¬ 
house  at  that  place  under  so-called  Confederate  authority.  This  court, 
the  first  that  lias  been  held  at  Edenton  since  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  the  authorities  had  the  impertinence  to  hold  under  my  very  guns. 
No  arrests  were  made,  I  having  received  no  order  to  this  effect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  Josselyn, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  Codon,  U.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  TJ.  S.  steamers  Susquehanna  and  Monadnock. 


Navy  Department,  November  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Susquehanna ,  in  company  with  the  Monadnock, 
to  Hampton  Roads,  and  report,  on  arriving  there,  to  Rear-Admiral  D. 
D.  Porter  for  duty.  Do  not  tow  the  Monadnock  unless  an  emergency 
should  arise  which,  in  your  judgment,  may  require  it. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  New  York. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Dorter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  capture  of  the  sloops  Reliance  and  Little  Elmer  in  Mobjack  Bay. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  10,  1864. 
Sir:  Some  days  since  I  sent  the  U.  S.  S.  Stepping  Stones  up  to  Mob- 
jack  Bay  to  put  a  stop  to  the  smuggling  carried  on  there.  She  returned 
this  morning,  having  in  tow  two  sloops  ( Reliance  and  Little  Elmer), 
captured  for  attempting  to  run  the  blockade. 

I  enclose  copy  of  report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  A. 
Campbell,  commanding  the  Stepping  Stones. 

I  would  respectfully  ask  instructions  where  to  send  vessels  captured 
in  this  way;  they  are  mostly  very  small  craft,  and  there  will  probably 
be  quite  a  number  of  them,  as  there  are  a  great  many  engaged  in  the 
business. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  C. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Stepping-  Stones, 
Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  November  10,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  wliile  lying  at  anchor  in  the 
mouth  of  East  Riper  (Mobjack  Bay)  yesterday  at  12  o’clock  m.  I  saw 
two  sloops  coming  in  and  steering  directly  toward  the  Ware  River.  I 
immediately  hove  up  anchor  and  gave  chase,  and  in  the  course  of  an 
hour  I  brought  them  to,  after  firing  three  shots.  1  immediately  sent 
the  executive  officer  on  board  to  search  them,  but  he  found  no  contra¬ 
band  goods  on  board,  and  the  only  excuse  the  captains  could  give  was 
that  they  were  bound  to  York  River  and  ran  into  Mobjack  Bay  by 
mistake.  You  will  see  by  reference  to  the  chart  that  a  man  with 
ordinary  intelligence  could  not  make  a  mistake  like  this,  as  the  light¬ 
house  on  New  Point  bore  E.  S.  E.,  Severn  River  W.  by  S.,  and  East 
River  N.  N.  E.  when  captured.  I  therefore  tow  the  vessels  to  Hampton 
Roads  and  deliver  them  up  to  you,  as  I  consider  them  prizes  to  the 
Government.  The  names  of  the  sloops  are  the  Reliance ,  of  Middle- 
town,  N.  J.,  William  Ravat,  master,  and  the  Little  Rimer ,  of  Bayonne, 
N.  J.,  Thos.  Osborn,  master. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  Campbell, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  B.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

p.  S. _ By  your  order  I  went  on  shore  and  saw  the  provost-marshal 

and  showed  him  the  papers  of  the  vessels.  He  informed  me  that  the 
Reliance  was  cleared  for  Yorktown,  but  the  Little  Rimer  had  no  clear¬ 
ance,  and  that  neither  vessel  had  any  right  to  go  into  Mobjack  Bay; 
that  it  is  a  blockaded  port  and  has  been  during* the  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A .  Campbell, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Campbell,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
blockade  running  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  shore  of  Virginia. 

U.  S.  S.  Stepping-  Stones, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  10,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol¬ 
lowing  statement  in  regard  to  blockade  running  from  the  eastern  to 
the  western  shoie  of  Virginia.  During  last  fall  and  winter  I  was  sent 
to  eastern  shore  several  times  by  Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  1  .  Lee  to 
obtain  information  about  blockade  runners  from  eastern  to  western 
shore,  and  according  to  the  best  information  I  could  obtain  it  is  done 
in  canoes.  The  rebels  keep  their  canoes  sunk  in  the  creeks,  and  when 
they  want  to  run  the  blockade  they  have  their  goods  all  ready,  and  in 
the  night  they  get  them  up,  put  in  their  goods,  and  run  into  the  rivers 
and  creeks  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Point  light-house. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  A.  Campbell, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Acting  Master  Herrick ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Western  World. 

Navy  Department,  November  10 ,  1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  IT.  S.  S.  Western  World  to  Hampton  Roads 
and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 
blockading  squadron. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Acting  Master  E.  Herrick, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Western  World ,  Washington. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Y a.,  November  11,  1864 — 11:30  p.  m. 

(Received  1:45  a.  m.,  12th.) 

Will  you  leave  Washington  at  noon,  or  will  you  be  here  at  that  time  ? 
I  ask  because  I  want  to  see  Admiral  Porter  if  I  cau  get  away,  and  will 
arrange  to  meet  you  at  Fort  Monroe  and  come  up  with  you. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant -  General. 


Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-A  dmiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  pursuit  of  the 

C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee.* 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  11, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  numerous  reports  from  the  different  vessels  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebel  privateers,  and  the  latter  have  been  constantly 
chased  and  fired  into,  but  without  capture  so  far.  The  Chickamauga,* 
I  think,  was  chased  on  the  8th  off  Beaufort,  and  when  last  heard  from 
vessels  were  in  pursuit.  She  has  been  sighted  and  chased  five  times. 
I  am  in  hopes  she  may  be  yet  caught  before  she  gets  in.  The  rebels 
have,  I  think,  been  driven  from  the  Northern  coast. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  Confed¬ 
erate  letter  regarding  the  C.  S.  ram  Albemarle. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  11,  1864. 
Admiral  :  1  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  t  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  C.  S.  Navy  to  Capt.  J.  W.  Cooke,  C.  S.  Navy,  late  commander 
of  the  ironclad  Albemarle. 


*  The  C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee  entered  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  on  November  7,  1864,  and  the 
V  f 3'  Chickamauga  was  at  Bermuda  from  November  8  to  15, 1864.  See  Series  I, 

t  See  Series  1,  Vol.  10,  p.  059. 
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This  letter  you  will  perceive  was  dated  May  26,  186t,  and  1  have 
lately  received  information  that  the  vessel  referred  to  therein  is  now 
ready  to  be  launched  at  Halifax,  [N.  0.]. 

As  there  is  not  water  enough  in  this  river,  except  during  the  freshets, 
for  vessels  of  this  class  to  ascend  as  far  as  Halifax,  I  would  respectfully 
suggest  that  a  land  force  may  be  sent  to  destroy  this  ironclad  before 
she  is  completed. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  N.  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


List  of  vessels  and  stations  in  James  River,  November  12,  1864. 


Name. 

Class. 

Station. 

Duty. 

. do . 

Do. 

Do. 

Curies  Neck . 

Upper  Turkey  Bend . 

_ _ _ do . 

Repairing. 

Harrison’s  Landing . 

Patrolling. 

Newport  News . 

Patrol  boat . 

Repairing. 

1 

Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  enemy's  vessels 

in  the  James  River. 


U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 

James  River,  November  12,  1864. 

Admiral:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  desiring  definite  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  position  and  habits  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  on  the  river 
is  received.  In  reply  I  would  state  that  from  the  best  information  I 
have  at  present,  their  usual  position  is  about  10  miles  by  course  of  the 
river  above  Trent’s  Peach.  They  were  formerly  lower,  but  moved  up 
when  General  Butler’s  batteries  opened  on  them,  and  since  the  blowing- 
up  of  the  Albemarle  have  moved  up  again.  At  night  one  of  the  iron¬ 
clads  comes  below  the  other  two  (distance  not  known)  and  goes  up 
again  about  4  a.  m.  She  is  always  accompanied  by  one  and  sometimes 
two  propeller  gunboats,  who  keep  underway  below  her,  and  two  row¬ 
boats  rowing  guard  below  them  again.  This  information  I  get  partly 
from  army  people  and  partly  from  verbal  report  of  an  officer  I  sent  up 
on  land  to  reconnoiter,  but  I  think  he  also  got  most  of  his  information 
from  army  people.  I  will,  however,  send  officers  up  at  night  and  try 
to  obtain  more  definite  information.  The  river  in  some  places  is  quite 
narrow,  not  more  than  400  feet,  and  all  the  port  side  going  up  is  securely 
picketed  by  the  enemy  and  I  presume  also  on  the  starboard,  from  the 
point  where  our  picket  line  terminates.  The  pickets  are  immediately 
on  the  river  bank  and  within  talking  distance  of  ours.  There  is  a  regular 
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tide  here,  six  hours  each  day,  except  after  rains,  when  the  ebb  lasts 
longer  and  the  strength  [is]  accelerated.  Average  strength  of  tide  about 
knots.  I  shall  be  able  in  a  day  or  two  to  give  you  more  definite  and 
particular  information  of  the  locality,  movements,  etc.,  of  the  enemy’s 
vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander ,  Com dg.  pro  tern.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  A  tlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Webb,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Fahkee,  to  proceed  to '  duty  at  the  Western 
Bar. 

November  [12],  1861. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Western  Bar,  off  Cape 
Fear  Biver,  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  as  a  bar  blockader. 
You  will  use  your  coal  very  carefully,  that  you  may  not  be  obliged  to 
be  absent  from  the  bar  on  the  dark  time  of  the  month,  and  to  avoid 
that,  if  necessary,  coal  at  Beaufort  going  out. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

11  avid  11.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  F.  B.  Webb, 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Fahkee. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  blockade  duty. 


Hampton  Boads,  November  13,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  your  station  off  the  Eastern 
Bar,  Cape  Fear  Biver,  carrying  out  the  directions  in  General  Order, 
No.  18,  as  far  as  practicable.  You  are  not  to  consider  yourself  as  tied 
down  to  the  bar,  but  cruise  off  and  on  either  on  the  Bermuda  line  or 
on  either  side  of  it,  as  the  runners  may  seem  to  come  in  or  go  out,  using 
your  discretion,  but  showing  yourself  off  the  bar  at  times  near  sunset5 
and  run  out  as  occasion  may  require  after  dark. 

I  do  not  approve  of  using  rockets  so  much  to  indicate  the  direction 
the  runner  is  going;  they  can  do  the  same,  only  they  can  throw  the 
rockets  in  the  wrong  direction.  Do  not  fail  to  make  the  vessels  chasing 
show  a  red  light  over  the  stern  in  a  box.  This  will  be  the  best  guide 
tor  those  behind  and  prevent  our  vessels  being  fired  at.  I  will  soon 
have  some  rockets  that  the  runners  can  not  imitate;  until  then  use  those 
you  have  as  sparingly  as  possible. 

The  following  are  the  vessels  stationed  on  the  bar  at  the  east  entrance : 
Alabama,  Howquah,  Wilderness, Kansas,  Agawam,  Niphon,  Clematis  a  tug 
to  be  sent  there,  and  three  others.  & 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 
Commanding  Santiago 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


de  Cuba ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Commander  Rolando ,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Key¬ 
stone  State,  regarding  a  blockading  cruise. 


IT.  S.  S.  Keystone  State, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  November  13,  18(14. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  to  Beaufort  after  a  cruise 
of  thirteen  days  on  the  line  of  blockade  duty  assigned  me.  For  the 
first  week,  from  the  2d  of  November  to  the  (ith,  1  had  consecutive  gales 
from  the  southward  and  eastward  and  northward  and  westward,  during 
which  the  ship  leaked  considerably  in  her  spar  deck  and  upper  works. 

I  sighted  nothing,  except  our  cruisers  aud  a  few  sailing  vessels,  until 
the  10th  instant,  when,  at  8:30  a,  m.,  I  made  a  steamer  from  the  mast¬ 
head  and  stood  for  her.  The  steamer  continued  slow  steaming,  showing 
no  smoke,  pursuing  her  course  across  our  bows  to  the  westward,  we 
standing  about  S.  S.  E.  until  I  was  6  miles  oft,  when  her  course  was 
changed  to  S.  by  W.,  and  she  commenced  throwing  out  putt's  of  black 
smoke  from  one  chimney.  It  looked  very  much  like  a  banter  of  speed. 
The  Keystone  State  was  put  to  her  utmost  speed,  carrying  25  pounds  of 
steam  (all  that  could  be  carried  with  safety)  and  making  14J  revolu¬ 
tions  per  minute.  I  succeeded  in  getting  10£  knots  per  hour,  which  was 
the  utmost  I  could  drive  the  ship.  The  chase,  finding  that  she  did  not 
run  away  from  us,  fired  up  on  her  other  boiler,  showing  smoke  from  the 
second  chimney,  when  she  moved  away  from  us,  steaming  at  about  13 
knots  per  hour. 

I  followed  up  the  chase  for  90  miles,  being  then  run  out  ot  sight  tor 
more  than  an  hour,  and  night  coming  on,  gave  it  up,  chagrined,  and 
repaired  to  my  position.  . 

The  result  of  this  chase  has  led  me  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  deteri¬ 
oration  of  speed  in  the  ship,  not  with  any  view  of  complaint,  but  that 
it  may  be  suggested,  by  your  better  experience  and  judgment,  what 
should  be  done  to  get  her  up  to  her  former  speed.  I  am  convinced  that 
the  condition  of  the  ship’s  bottom  is  the  material  cause.  It  was  covered 
with  metal,  and  not  copper,  in  1861,  by  this  timeworn  away,  and  I  could 
see,  as  the  ship  would  rise  to  the  sea,  on  the  Hare  of  the  bow  many  places 
where  the  metal  was  hanging  loose.  With  the  same  steam  and  making 
as  many  revolutions  during'’ the  summer  she  could  have  come  up  to  12 
knots.  The  speed  is  in  the  ship,  and  I  think  with  new  copper  and  some 
repairs  to  the  machinery,  involving  sixty  days,  she  can  be  put  in  i  mining 
order.  With  a  smooth  bottom,  the  engine  in  good  order  and  carrying  <39 
pounds  of  steam,  1  will  guarantee  that  I  will  get  14  knots  out  of  the  ship. 

During  the  chase  I  was  running  with  only  80  tons  of  coal,  ten  days 
provisions,  and  3,000  gallons  ot  water  in  the  ship,  tlying  light,  a  goo( 
topgallant  breeze  blowing  from  the  southward,  and  smooth  sea  ahead. 
Running  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  and  making  so  little 
speed  convinces  me  that  the  cause  lies  in  the  roughness  ot  the  ship  s 
bottom.  When  the  ship  was  turned  over  to  me  by  Commander  I  eirce 
Crosby  he  mentioned  that  latterly  there  had  been  a  great  falling  oft  m 
the  speed  of  the  ship,  and  in  his  judgment  he  attributed  it  to  the  same 
cause  I  have  reported  to  you,  viz,  the  detective  state  ot  the  bottom. 

The  chase  was  a  side- wheel  steamer,  two  smokestacks,  hei  gatts  on 
deck,  iaws  lowered  and  peaked  above  the  rail,  with  a  hooded  forecastle 
extending  to  her  foremast,  arched  considerably  above  the  rail  ot  the 
ship — x  think  a  vessel  of  about  600  tons. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  H.  Rolando, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  ,  7(  . 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Beaumont , 
TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mackinaw ,  to  proceed  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  14,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  1ST.  0.,  and  discharge  the  monitor  ammunition  you  now  have  on 
board,  after  which  you  will  coal  up  and  proceed  to  your  station  off 
Wilmington.  Be  sure  to  be  there  before  the  dark  time  of  the  month. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Mackinaw,  Hampton  Bauds. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  a  vessel  for  repairs. 

Hampton  Roads,  November,  14,  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  send  up  any  one  of  your  vessels  that  you  can  best 
spare  for  repairs.  I  will  send  the  Mattabesett  to  relieve  one  of  the 
double-enders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  U.  8.  8.  Shamrock. 


Beport  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  recom¬ 
mending  the  raising  of  the  C.  8.  ram  Albemarle  and  U.  8.  8.  Southfield. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Boads,  November  14,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Commander 
Macomb,  dated  Plymouth,  November  6, 1864,  in  which  he  expresses  the 
opinion  that  the  wrecks  of  the  Albemarle  and  Southfield  can  be  raised. 
I  concur  with  him  in  this,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  a  contract 
be  made  and  a  party  be  sent  down  with  the  necessary  apparatus  for 
doing  the  work  as  soon  as  possible.  I  think  that  will  prove  the  cheapest 
and  most  expeditious  method. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  6,  1864. 
Admiral:'  I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  whether  you  desire 
me  to  hold  or  evacuate  Plymouth.  Prom  the  strength  of  the  land 
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defenses,  I  should  judge  that  a  few  troops  could  easily  hold  them,  pro¬ 
vided  we  hold  the  river.  Two  or  three  ferryboats  with  heavy  batteries 
could  eftect  this,  and  thus  the  necessity  for  keeping  the  double-enders 
iu  the  sounds  would  be  removed,  and  they  might  be  otherwise  more 
advantageously  employed.  Should  you  think  it  advisable  to  hold  the 
position,  it  will  be  necessary  that  troops  be  sent  here,  as  General 
Palmer,  commanding  District  North  Carolina,  informs  me  he  had  not 
sufficient  force  at  New  Berne  for  that  purpose.  Should  you  think  best 
to  evacuate,  please  inform  me  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  ordnance 
and  ordnance  and  other  stores  captured. 

I  would  also  respectfully  ask,  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  ram  Albe- 
marie f  I  think  she  might  be  raised,  were  the  proper  submarine  and 
raising  apparatus  sent  out  here,  at  small  expense,  and  would  prove  a 
valuable  vessel  in  our  Navy.  If,  however,  you  think  otherwise,  I  con¬ 
sider  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to  leave  her  in  her  present  state,  for 
the  rebels  would  certainly  make  use  of  her  armor,  and  therefore  that 
she  ought  to  be  completely  destroyed.  The  steamer  Southfield  might 
also  be  raised  by  the  same  apparatus.  Her  engine  was  a  very  fine  one. 

I  have  had  the  guns  in  all  the  batteries  except  Fort  Williams  spiked 
and  dismounted,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  using  them  should  he 
attempt  a  recapture.  Fort  Williams  is  held  by  a  garrison  of  soldiers, 
assisted  by  a  detail  of  men  from  the  ships.  It  commands  the  approaches 
to  the  town  by  land. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  instructions  regard¬ 
ing  the  disposition  of  schooners  used  as  obstructions  in  the  Roanoke 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  14,  1864. 

Admiral  :  There  are  sunk  in  the  river  at  this  place,  besides  the  ram 
Albermarle  and  the  steamer  Southfield ,  three  schooners,  with  which  the 
rebels  blockaded  the  channel  when  we  attempted  to  ascend  the  Boauoke 
on  the  29tli  October. 

I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  whether  the  above  are  to  be 
considered  prizes,  and  also  what  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the 
schooners. 

The  barricade  below  the  town  still  remains,  and  has  been  strength¬ 
ened,  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  torpedo  boats  from  passing,  and  another 
has  been  made  above  the  town  and  fleet. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Nichols ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  postponement  of 
the  opening  of  canal  at  Dutch  Cap ,  James  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Mbndota, 

James  River ,  November  15,  1864. 

Aumtrat,  :  I  this  evening-  received  information  from  M.  Maillefert 
that  it  was  intended  to-morrow  to  blow  out  the  bulkhead  at  the  up-river 
end  of  the  canal.  As  the  force  in  the  river  is  altogether  inadequate  to 
make  use  of  the  canal,  provided  it  be  a  success,  and  the  opening  gives 
the  enemy  a  chance  to  send  down  torpedoes  and  torpedo  boats,  or  even 
to  bring  down  his  own  ironclads,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Brigadier 
General  Ludlow,  in  charge  of  the  Avork,  requesting  him  to  postpone  the 
opening  until  I  could  communicate  with  you  on  the  subject.  I  am  now 
engaged  in  studying  the  habits  of  the  rebel  vessels  at  night,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  the  opening  of  this  canal  will  certainly  induce  them 
to  materially  change  their  night  arrangements  and  render  it  necessary 
to  study  them  out  again. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander ,  Comdg.pro  tern  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Faucon,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  blockade  duty  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay,  running  under  canvas  and 
saving  coal,  to  your  station  oft'  Wilmington  as  a  chaser.  You  will 
study  the  printed  directions  given  to  blockaders  and  observe  them 
closely.  Do  not  fail  to  make  the  signal  by  steam  whistle  for  the  course 
the  runners  steer;  and  lire  alternate  grape  and  shell  when  in  grape 
distance  (250  yards),  particularly  at  night. 

Direct  the  A.  D.  Vance  to  resume  her  station. 

Respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Faucon, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  making  sug¬ 
gestions  regarding  the  blockade  off  New  Inlet. 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet,  November  15,  1864. 

Admiral  :  Having  been  at  this  bar  nearly  eight  months,  my  experi¬ 
ence  tells  me  there  should  be  at  least  one  small,  swift  vessel  patrolling 
the  coast,  close  in  of  nights,  for  3  or  4  miles  above  the  bar  toward 
Masonboro.  Runners  in  many  cases  coming  down  the  shore,  and  get¬ 
ting  in  the  u  pocket”  under  the  fort  are  unseen  by  the  bar  vessels,  and 
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slip  in  about  the  time  they  are  obliged  to  haul  off.  Such  a  vessel  as 
the  Lilian  would  suit  there  admirably.  The  Cherokee  I  would  like  to 
reserve  for  similar  duties  aloug  Smith’s  Island  and  the  shoals  to  the 
southward  of  Sheep  Head  Rock.  The  Howquah ,  Clematis ,  and  Wilder¬ 
ness  are  admirable  for  the  bar  and  Swash  channels  and  the  intervening 
space  between,  and  all  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  The  Alabama ,  a  large 
side- wheel  steamer,  is  of  little  or  no  use  in  here;  she  is  too  large  an 
object  for  inshore  cruising,  and  I  respectfully  suggest,  as  she  is  reported 
a  i3-knot  steamer,  that  she  be  sent  outside,  and  one  of  the  smaller  and 
slower  gunboats,  such  as  Seneca ,  be  sent  here  in  her  place. 

Such  an  arrangement  will  make  the  blockade  here  pretty  strong  at 
all  points,  and  by  judicious  management  about  coaling  them,  I  trust 
never  to  have  more  than  one  absent  at  a  time. 

Captain  Glitz  leaves  to-day  to  coal  and  resume  his  station  offshore. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmougii, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Berrien ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Monadnock, 
regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  Hampton  Roads  to  New  York 
and  return. 


U.  S.  S.  Monadnock, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  15,  1864. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  calling  for  a  report 
of  the  performance  of  this  vessel  on  her  passage  between  this  port  and 
New  York  and  the  return  passage,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the 
Monadnock  was  taken  in  tow  by  the  Susquehanna  at_3  p.  m.  on  the  6th 
instant,  both  vessels  steaming  and  making  about  i  miles  per  hour, 
excepting  on  occasions  when  the  engines  were  slowed  for  the  purpose 

of  sounding,  etc.  _  ,  ,  , 

The  light- boat  off  Sandy  Hook  was  reached  at  o  o’clock  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  8th  instant,  in  a  dense  fog,  and  here  the  Susquehanna 
anchored  for  a  change  of  weather.  During  the  entire  run  from  Hampton 
Roads  to  Sandy  Hook  the  sea  was  quite  smooth.  The  forward  and 
after  hatches  of  the  vessel  were  closed  to  keep  the  water  out,  but  the 
engine-room  hatch  remained  open  all  the  way.  The  engines  worked 
well,  averaging  48  revolutions  with  20  pounds  of  steam,  which  was 
found  to  be  just  sufficient  to  keep  the  towing  hawser  moderately  taut, 
and  to  favor  the  steering.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant  the  fog 
in  question  cleared  away,  the  Monadnock  cast  oft  from  the  Susquehanna, 
and  steamed  into  the  harbor  of  New  York,  making  at  times  7  knots  per 
hour,  and  anchored  at  6:30  p.  m.  between  Bedloe’s  Island  and  the 

B  Oifth'e  morning  of  the  11th  Instant  the  Susquehanna  and  Monadnock 
got  underway  and  went  down  to  the  anchorage  at  Staten  Island.  At 
sunset  weather  fine.  Both  vessels  got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea, 
the  Monadnock  not  in  tow,  making  7  knots  per  hour.  On  the  morning 
of  the  12th  instant  there  was  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  southward ;  it  was 
found  necessary  to  close  all  the  hatches,  as  the  sea  was  breaking  com- 
Dletely  over  the  Monadnock’s  deck,  and  at  times,  while  driving  her 
pretty  well  into  it,  the  sea  would  curl  well  up  the  turrets  and  the  spray 
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flyover  the  tops;  it  was  thought  advisable  to  go  into  the  Delaware 
Breakwater,  which  anchorage  was  reached  at  4  p.  m. 

Left  the  breakwater  at  8  o’clock  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant, 
and  steamed  down  the  coast  at  the  rate  of  7  miles  per  hour;  wind 
northwest  and  freshening.  The  passage  from  Chincoteague  to  Cape 
Henry  was  exceedingly  rough;  there  was  considerable  sea  although 
the  gale  was  offshore.  The  ship  behaved  well,  all  things  considered; 
the  rolling,  however,  was  such  as  at  times  to  cause  anxiety  for  the  boats. 
The  sea  broke  completely  over  the  vessel,  curled  up  the  turrets  and 
occasionally  threw  the  spray  inside,  but  no  water  of  consequencegot 
below.  All  this  time  the  engines  were  working  well  at  03  revolutions 
per  minute,  with  25  pounds  of  steam,  and  the  ship  making  good  prog¬ 
ress,  say  6  knots  an  hour,  toward  her  destination. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  Monadnock ,  though  buoyant  at 
all  times  for  an  ironclad  vessel,  is  particularly  so  with  but  200  tons  of 
coal  on  board  instead  of  300  tons,  which  latter  quantity  is  her  full 
complement  of  fuel.  I  would  further  say  that,  from  what  I  know  of 
the  Monadnock ,  I  believe  under  favorable  circumstances  she  will  go  8 
and  9  knots  per  hour,  but  not  any  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Captain . 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads 


[Endorsement.] 

From  all  accounts  this  is  the  best  monitor  afloat,  and  can  safely  and 
expeditiously  go  anywhere,  and  in  any  weather. 

D.  D.  PfORTER]. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  November  16,  1864. 

See  if  you  have  any  shaky  steamer  that  will  carry  300  tons.  It  will 
save  time.  Otherwise  I  will  get  a  blockade  runner.  We  will  go  on 
with  this.  General  Butler  left  this  evening  and  will  cooperate. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Selfridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron ,  to  proceed  to  duty 
off  Western  Bar  Inlet. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  16, 1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  the  Western  Bar  entrance  to  Wil¬ 
mington,  N.  C.,  and  take  a  position  there  to  enable  you  to  act  efficiently 
as  a  chaser  or  header  off. 

Try  and  remain  on  the  blockade  during  the  dark  of  the  moon,  and 
coal  up  during  the  light  of  the  moon. 
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Pay  particular  attention  to  night  signals,  whistles,  etc.,  and  do  not 
trust  anyone  who  shows  a  Hash  light  without  requiring  him  to  make 
other  signals. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Enron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Belknap ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding 
TJ.  8.  8.  Seneca ,  of  arrival  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Seneca, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  16,  1864. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  under  my 
command  at  this  anchorage  from  the  blockade  off  Wilmington  via 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Berne,  the  forward  main 
engine  being  disabled. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gr.  E.  Belknap, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  reconnoissances  in 

the  Roanoke  River. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  16,  1864. 

Admiral:  Since  the  reconnoissauce  up  the  Boanoke  made  by  the 
Chicopee  on  the  5th  instant,  reported  in  my  No.  15,  two  others  have 
been  made  in  the  same  direction — one  by  the  Whitehead  on  the  Uth 
instant,  and  another  by  the  Louisiana  and  Belle  on  the  14th.  No  signs 
of  the  enemy  were  seen  as  high  up  as  4  miles  above  Jamesville. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear-Admi  D.  D.  Porter, 

v.  .nmanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Brigadier- General  Ludlow ,  TJ.  S.Army,  to  Commander  Nichols, 
U.  8.  Navy,  agreeing  to  postpone  the  opening  of  canal  at  Dutch  Gap , 
James  River. 

Dutch  Gap,  [Va.],  November  17,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  15th  instant,  and  would  state  that  the  canal  has  now 
reached  that  point  of  completion  when  but  little  work  is  needed  to  fin¬ 
ish  it]  that  the  mine  is  prepared  to  blow  out  the  bulkhead  at  its  north¬ 
ern  terminus,  and  all  that  is  necessary  to  do  is  to  charge  it  with  powder. 
Preparing  the  mine  for  the  explosion  is  but  a  couple  of  days7  work, 
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and.  the  firing  it  should  not  be  delayed,  for  fear  that  the  powder  be 
deteriorated  by  the  dampness  of  the  earth. 

In  your  communication  you  request  time  to  communicate  with  the 
admiral  in  reference  to  the  danger  from  the  rebel  ironclads  descending 
the  river  via  the  canal,  and  the  necessity  of  strengthening  the  fleet  now 
in  these  waters,  in  order  to  meet  such  a  contingency.  Unwilling  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  army  and  the  shipping  in  the  James  River 
below  this  point,  and  thoroughly  appreciating  the  facility  with  which 
the  rebel  fleet  might  pass  through  the  canal,  I  will  not  open  the  channel 
entirely  until  I  receive  further  communication  from  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  0.  Ludlow, 

Brevet  Brigadier-  General,  Commanding  Post. 

Captain  Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus,  to  proceed  to  duty 
off  Pastern  Bar. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  17,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Eastern  Bar  and  remain 
off  there  as  a  chaser  until  I  relieve  you.  You  will  take  on  board  Mr. 
Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  to  whom  you  will  give  all  assistance  in 
getting  a  course  of  soundings,  of  which  the  chart  is  now  deficient. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
absence  of  vessels  from  the  blockade. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  N etc  Lnlet,  November  17,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  a  certain  force  to  keep  up  this  blockade  with  and 
I  endeavor  to  so  arrange  it  that  not  more  than  one  will  be  absent  at  a 
time  for  coal.  At  present  there  are  two  absent;  the  Howquah ,  the 
third,  will  have  to  go  this  evening.  The  Alabama,  one  of  the  two,  left 
here  on  the  12th  to  tow  the  Seneca  (disabled),  with  orders  to  fill  up 
with  coal  and  supply  herself  with  anchors,  returning  as  expeditiously 
as  possible.  Her  commanding  officer,  after  reaching  Beaufort,  sent  me 
a  verbal  message  that  some  pipes  had  arrived  and  that  he  would  not 
begin  to  coal  ship  until  to-day,  the  17th,  as  he  would  be  occupied  fitting 
them.  He  has  now  been  absent  five  days.  The  Cherokee  left  on  the 
evening  of  the  11th,  with  positive  orders  to  return  here  to-day.  She 
has  failed  to  comply  with  these  orders,  and  necessitates  the  inlet  being 
left  with  but  three  vessels.  The  fault  lies  in  the  commanding  officers 
failing  to  attach  due  value  to  orders  and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  serv¬ 
ice  they  are  upon,  and  I  fear  until  they  receive  some  startling  adrnoni- 
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tion  through  examples  made  all  efforts  at  anything  like  system  will 
prove  fruitless. 

I  respectfully  submit  these  cases  to  your  action. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Arnold,  P.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the 

U.  S.  S.  Otsego,  regarding  reconnoissance  to  Jamesville  in  the  Roanoke 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Otsego, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  17,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report: 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  proceeded  in  the  Otsego, 
under  my  command,  accompanied  by  the  Ceres ,  Acting  Master  H.  H. 
Foster,  commanding,  up  the  Roanoke  River  as  lar  as  Jamesville,  at 
which  point  I  was  informed  by  the  pilot  accompanying  me  that  the 
Otsego  could  not,  without  great  difficulty  and  much  time,  Proceed 
farther  owing  to  the  abrupt  turns  of  the  several  bends  between  that 
place  and  Williamstou,  which  I  originally  started  to  reach,  it  possible 
to  do  so,  and  return  to  Plymouth  before  dark.  Being  satisfied  from  my 
own  knowledge  of  the  river,  derived  from  an  examination  of  a  chart 
(confirmed  by  that  of  the  pilots),  that  I  could  not  reach  \\  llliamston 
before  dark,  if  at  all,  I  ordered  Acting  Master  II.  H.  hosier,  command¬ 
ing  the  Ceres,  to  proceed  up  the  river  farther  m  Ins  vessel  and  examine 
the  bends  referred  to,  make  a  reconnoissance,  capture  all  supplies  he 
Light  see  on  the  river’s  bank-cotton,  etc.-destroy  all  boa  s  or  anything 
else  which  might  be  useful  to  the  enemy,  and  collect  such  information 
as  would  be  of  service  to  us,  and  return  and  report  accordingly  in  time 
to  permit  of  our  reaching  Plymouth  by  dark.  The  reconnoissance  con¬ 
ducted  with  intelligence,  confirmed  the  opinions  previously  expiessc 
by  the  pilots  that  if  it  was  not  impossible  for  the  Otsego  to  reach  \\  ll¬ 
liamston  it  would  require  at  least  an  entire  day  to  do  so.  As  your 
instructions  forbid  me  to  remain  away  from  Plymouth  during  the  night, 
and  I  could  not  reach  Williamston  without  doing  so,  I  have  returned 
to  report  We  saw  nothing  in  our  reconnoissance  to  capture  or  desti  oy. 
At  JameWnie  we  captured  a  rebel  soldier,  whom  I  send  to  you  and 
Obtained  from  parties  on  the  banks  of  the  river  information  that  there 
were  two  regiments  at  or  about  Williamston,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Whitford-  that  there  were  troops  between  Jamesville  and  William  - 
ton  back ’from  the  river  bank  a  few  miles,  but  how  many  they  could 
not  say  and  that  there  was  a  cavalry  picket  half  a  mile  from  James¬ 
ville  on  the  main  road  leading  to  Williamston  of  * i  men  I  also ^earned 
f  tiio  Aitpmv  are  stronerlv  fortifying  Rainbow  Bluff,  but  i  could  not 
ascertain  whether  they  were  erecting  batteries  between  Jamesville  and 
WlfCston  or  “otThe  Ceres  went  7  miles  above  Jamesville,  but 
saw  no  batteries  or  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^  ArnQld, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  V.  8.  S.  Otsego. 

PcmniaTidpr  W  H.  Macomb. 

^Commanding  District  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  giving  information  regarding 
Confederate  ram  at  Kinston,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  17,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  yon  the  following  informa¬ 
tion  received  through  two  Union  soldiers  who  have  been  confined  in 
Southern  prisons  and  have  lately  made  their  escape: 

Having  made  their  way  from  prison  as  far  as  Kinston,  N.  C.,  they 
met  a  rebel  deserter  (of  whom  they  say  there  are  many  lurking  in  the 
woods),  who,  on  hearing  that  they  intended  going  down  the  Neuse  River 
to  New  Berne,  informed  them  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  so,  as 
in  passing  Kinston  they  would  certainly  be  discovered  from  the  rebel 
ram  lying  there  with  her  crew  and  armament  of  4  guns  on  board,  ready 
to  start  down  the  river  as  soon  as  the  water  should  rise  sufficiently. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  movements  of  Confederate  vessels  in  James  River. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  November  IS,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  copy  of  report  from  Com¬ 
mander  E.  T.  Nichols  regarding  the  movements  of  the  rebel  vessels  in 
James  River. 

The  army  are  going  to  blow  out  the  bulkhead  in  the  canal  at  Dutch 
Gap  to  morrow,  and  I  would  respectfully  request  that  the  torpedo  boat 
now  m  New  York  may  be  sent  here  as  soon  as  possible  to  be  used 
against  the  rebel  rams. 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

,  F  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  /).  C. 


[Enclosure.  ] 


U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 

James  River,  November  16,  1864. 

Admiral:  In  obedience  to  your  order  to  ascertain  as  accurately  as 
possible  the  habits  and  proceedings  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  in  this  river 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  Acting  Master  Lothrop  Wight,  of  this 
vessel,  volunteered  his  services  to  make  a  recon noissance  and  proceeded 
to  do  so,  accompanied  by  Acting  Ensign  E.  W.  Mintzer,  commaudiu- 
picket  tug  No.  6.  They  succeeded  in  reaching  the  bank  of  the  river  at 
or  near  the  point  marked  “A”  on  the  accompanying  sketch.  Here 
they  observed  one  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  underway,  patrolling  the 
river,  while  a  tug  had  anchored  some  distance  below.  Another  vessel 
which  they  could  not  see,  but  from  which  they  heard  the  steam  escap¬ 
ing,  anchored  above,  about  “  B,”  the  vessel  patrolling.  Mr.  Wight  at 
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first  supposed  it  to  be  an  ironclad,  but  was  subsequently  convinced 
that  she  was  an  ordinary  propeller,  as  be  could  bear  the  blades  of  ber 
screw  strike  tbe  water  as  slie  moved  along.  She  bad  a  spar  across 
ber  forecastle  and  another  spar  extending  bowsprit-like  from  tbe  bow, 
with  a  stay  to  an  upright  spar  near  tbe  bovT,  not  a  mast.  He  could  not 
see  whether  anything  was  attached  to  tbe  outrigger.  This  vessel  is 
probably  tbe  one  tbe  army  have  reported  as  an  ironclad,  which  was  in 
tbe  habit  of  anchoring  there  at  night,  but  Mr.  Wight  says  she  keeps 


underway,  only  dropping  an  anchor  to  swing  around  by  at  each  end  of 
her  beat.  All  these  observations  were  made  before  the  moon  rose; 
after  that,  fearing  discovery  by  the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  who  could  be 
plainly  seen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  he  retired;  but  made  his 
way  down  again  before  daylight  and  examined  the  banks  ot  the  river 
as  "far  as  the  point  “C”  without  discovering  any  sign  of  obstructions. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  he  saw  three  boats  made  fast,  two 
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skiffs  and  a  rowboat,  but  does  not  know  whether  they  were  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  night.  During  the  night  he  heard  heavy  pounding  near  where 
the  lowest  tug  was  anchored,  but  presumes  it  must  have  been  on  board 
the  vessel  herself,  as  he  could  not  see  anything  on  the  river  or  river 
banks  to  account  for  it.  He  had  been  informed  by  army  officers  that 
the  river  banks  where  he  wished  to  examine  were  picketed  by  the 
enemy,  and  therefore  caution  was  necessary.  He  satisfied  himself  that 
there  were  no  pickets  there  the  night  of  the  14th  and  requested  per¬ 
mission  to  go  there  again  last  night.  He  has  returned,  and  I  now  give 
the  substance  of  his  latest  observations.  There  are  certainly  no  pickets 
from  the  Graveyard  round  to  the  point  “C,”  but  last  night  men  were 
landed  at  two  places  from  the  patrol  boats,  remained  a  short  time,  and 
then  retired.  The  tug  came  down  to  the  same  point  as  on  the  night 
before  and  two  propellers  patrolled  the  river  above  her,  one  up  and  one 
down,  passing  each  other  about  abreast  of  the  Graveyard;  each  patrol¬ 
ling  steamer  towed  a  boat  with  a  man  in  it,  and  two  rowboats  were 
constantly  cruising  in  the  river.  The  vessels  all  moved  up  the  river 
this  morning  before  daylight.  After  daylight  Mr.  Wight  pursued  his 
researches  along  a  road  to  near  a  point  marked  “D,”  from  which  he 
could  see  the  smokestacks  of  seven  steamers  over  the  land.  Five 
were  moving  up  and  two  remained  stationary ;  these  two  he  feels  sure 
were  ironclads.  He  is  certain  that  neither  last  night  nor  the  night 
before  did  the  ironclads  come  below  Kingsland  Creek.  Opposite  the 
Graveyard,  and  extending  down  along  the  river,  are  very  heavy  bat¬ 
teries,  quite  near  the  bank.  The  red  dots  along  the  left  bank  represent 
the  enemy’s  pickets.  Last  night  Mr.  Wight  passed  most  of  the  time 
above  the  Graveyard,  and  is  satisfied  that  no  ironclad  was  as  low  as 
Kingsland  Greek.  He  goes  out  again  to-night,  and  I  will  forward  to 
you  by  mail  the  result  of  his  further  observations.  I  must  commend 
to  your  notice  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Wight  in  this  work.  He  sits  as  member 
of  a  court-martial  during  the  day,  and  spends  his  nights  in  the  field. 
I  am  informed  that  deserters  from  the  ironclads  report  that  they  have 
heavy  nets  suspended  from  outriggers  extending  entirely  around  them, 
and  below  their  bottoms,  as  a  protection  against  the  attack  of  torpedoes. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  pro  tem  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Dorter ,  II.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  canal  at  Dutch  Cap,  James  River. 

Hampton  Boads,  November  18,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  has  been  received.  Let  the  army  go  ahead 
and  blow  out  their  bulkhead,  and  when  they  get  a  vessel  through  just 
let  me  know. 

As  to  rams  and  torpedoes,  they  can  all  be  avoided  by  proper  care. 
Board  the  rams  and  keep  out  torpedo  catchers.  It  will  serve  to  keep 
the  watches  on  the  alert,  and  the  picket  boats  lively. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  17.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  measures  to  be  employed  in  case  of  injury  done  to  prize  vessels 
or  their  cargoes  after  surrender. 


Navy  Department,  November  18, 1864. 

Sir:  From  reports  of  captures,  it  is  inferred  that  in  some  instances 
articles  are  thrown  overboard  after  the  prize  has  yielded  or  surrendered. 

After  a  vessel  has  surrendered  or  has  ceased  to  resist,  either  by 
abandoning  further  effort  to  escape  or  discontinuing  hostile  action, 
it  is  inadmissible  for  those  in  her  to  throw  overboard  papers,  cargo,  or 
other  articles  of  importance  or  value,  or  to  injure  the  vessel  in  any 
mauner.  By  doing  so  they  subject  themselves  to  the  danger  of  being 
fired  into,  and  the  captor  is  justifiable  in  resorting  to  such  measures, 
should  he  perceive  unmistakable  indications  that  such  a  course  is  being 
pursued  by  those  on  board  the  captured  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island. 

Navy  Department,  November  18, 1864. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island  to  Hampton  Boads  and 
report  to  Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic 

Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  New  York. 


Instructions  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Nichols, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  James  River. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  19,  1864. 

Sir:  The  Onondaga,  Eutaw,  Maine  [Miami?],  Mendota ,  Massasoit, 
Hunchback,  and  Commodore  Perry  will  take  their  stations  up  near  the 
canal  [Dutch  Gap]  when  opened,  the  Onondaga  lying  m  the  rear  of  all, 
with  her  guns  trained  on  the  canal,  and  the  others  placed  m  a  position 
line  astern,  that  will  enable  them  to  fire  through  the  canal  At  sunset 
steam  will  be  kept  up  for  all  night,  and  the  chains  ready  for  slipping 

at  a  moment’s  notice.  „  .  ,  . 

At  sunset  all  the  vessels  will  go  to  quarters  and  prepare  for  night 
action  The  guns  will  be  loaded  with  shot  and  shell,  cast  loose,  pointed 
toward  the  canal,  and  priming  boxes  kept  at  the  guns.  One  watch  will 
be  kept  on  the  deck  at  all  times,  night  and  day,  and  the  men  are  to  be 
instructed  when  they  turn  out  at  quarters  at  night,  they  must  o 
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wait  to  dress  themselves,  but  get  to  quarters  with  their  clothes  in  their 
hands.  They  must  be  practiced  constantly  at  night  quarters. 

The  strictest  discipline  must  be  kept  up,  and  every  violation  of 
orders  severely  punished.  Picket  launches,  with  torpedoes  ready  for 
service,  will  be  kept  in  the  mouth  of  the  canal  ready  at  a  moment’s 
notice  to  dash  through  and  apply  a  torpedo  to  a  rebel  vessel,  and  not 
less  than  three  armed  boats  will  be  stationed  in  the  upper  end  of  the 
canal,  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of  boats  or  enemy’s  vessels.  If 
boats  approach  they  are  to  be  boarded  and  carried  at  all  hazards. 
Arrangements  will  also  be  made  with  the  army,  by  which  pickets  on 
the  bank  can  signal  to  us  any  movement  of  the  enemy’s  vessels.  The 
army  code  of  signals  will  be  used,  and  you  must  endeavor  to  obtain 
an  army  signal  officer. 

Direct  all  vessels  in  the  river  to  arrest  any  boat  they  may  see  pulling 
up  or  down  and  keep  them  until  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  is  given 
that  they  are  friends  and  out  on  the  river  by  lawful  authority. 

All  the  vessels  of  your  command  will  rig  out  torpedo  catchers  on  the 
bow,  as  per  annexed  diagram,  or  any  other  plan  equally  as  good. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  if  rebel  rams  do  come  through  the  canal 
every  vessel  is  to  run  her  on  board  and  make  fast  to  her,  keeping  her 
ports  shut  by  firing  musketry  into  them.  As  soon  as  the  vessels  are 
made  fast  they  will  let  go  their  anchor  and  endeavor  to  hold  the  ram  in 
that  way,  having  the  chains  ready  to  slip  in  case  the  fastenings  are  cut. 

I  am  convinced  that  a  superior  force  will  always  capture  an  enemy’s 
vessel  in  this  way. 

Recollect  to  keep  lookout  boats  at  the  obstructions;  at  the  same  time 
omit  no  precautions  heretofore  practiced. 

The  Massasoit  and  Commodore  Perry  will  be  up  immediately,  and  the 

II  estern  II  or  Id  will  take  the  place  of  one  of  the  double-enders  stationed 
below. 

She  will  be  up  immediately. 

No  boats  will  be  allowed  to  leave  the  vessel  after  sunset,  except  on 
duty,  and  no  visiting  in  the  daytime  to  our  camp. 

Previous  to  the  explosion  which  is  to  blow  out  the  canal,  all  vessels 
will  be  moved  out  of  the  way  and  dropped  below  the  canal,  and  the 
deck  ports  of  the  monitors  will  all  be  closed  until  the  effects  of  the 
explosion  have  passed. 

If  the  rebels  erect  batteries  opposite  the  canal  the  ironclads  will  drive 
them  away. 

If  an  opportunity  occurs,  and  men  are  to  be  found  for  desperate  enter¬ 
prises,  endeavor  to  have  the  rebel  rams  destroyed.  The  loss  of  a  picket 
is  nothing  in  comparison  to  the  destruction  of  an  enemy’s  vessel. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols ,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  obtained 
from  a  reconnoissance  in  James  River  regarding  Confederate  affairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 

James  River,  November  19,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  Acting  Master  L.  Wight  last  night.  He  was  accom¬ 
panied  by  Acting  Ensign  W.  B.  Barnes,  of  this  vessel,  and  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  S.  T.  Browne,  of  the  Onondaga ,  both  volunteers* 
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The  party  succeeded  in  reaching  the  river  bank  in  close  proximity  to 
the  enemy’s  picket  line  and  near  enough  to  one  of  the  ironclads  to  get 
a  tolerable  good  view  of  her.  The  vessel  answers  to  the  description  of 
the  Alabama^],  but  larger.  This  one  was  the  farthest  down  of  any 
and  the  only  one  they  could  positively  identify  as  an  ironclad.  A  short 
distance  above  her  they  could  see  the  loom  of  a  large  object,  which  they 
supposed  to  be  another.  They  could  not  positively  say  whether  the 
vessel  they  were  nearest  to  was  protected  by  booms  from  the  vessel 
herself  or  not,  but  could  distinctly  make  out  a  heavy  boom  extending 
entirely  across  the  river  below  her,  forming  an  angle  with  the  apex 
downstream,  the  ends  of  the  boom  made  fast  at  the  shore,  about  abreast 
of  the  vessel.  The  vessel  lays  near  the  middle  of  the  river,  but  a  little 
nearest  to  the  north  bank,  and  off  each  quarter,  between  herself  and 
the  boom,  was  a  dark  object,  which  they  supposed  to  be  boats  anchored. 
Two  of  the  patrolling  steamers  are  armed  with  a  pivot  gun  at  each  end, 
one  with  a  pivot  forward,  and  the  other  apparently  unarmed.  Mr. 
Wiglff  does  not  think  the  ironclads  come  below  the  position  in  which 
he  saw  them  last  night,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  above  Kingsland 
Creek.  An  army  officer  informed  him  that  on  yesterday  a  large  ten- 
oared  boat  came  down  a  short  distance  below  Kingsland  Creek  and 
placed  something  in  the  river,  leaving  a  stake  to  mark  the  spot.  Mr. 
Wight  has  prosecuted  his  researches  with  zeal  and  energy  and  under 
difficulties,  and  is  deserving  of  credit.  He  speaks  in  terms  of  commen¬ 
dation  of  those  who  have  been  with  him,  and  especially  of  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  Browne,  of  the  Onondaga. 

Major-General  Weitzel  and  Brigadier-General  Paine,  of  the  Eight¬ 
eenth  Army  Corps,  have  been  particularly  generous  in  giving  all  aid 
and  placing  every  facility  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Wight  for  the  prose¬ 
cution  of  his  investigations.  I  concur  with  Mr.  Wight  in  the  opinion 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  operate  against  the  ironclads  by  means 
of  boats. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander,  Comdg.  pro  tern.  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Assistant  Secretary 
'of  the  Navy ,  requesting  lights  for  the  vessels  in  James  River.  . 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads ,  November  19,  1861. 

My  Dear  Fox:  Will  you  please  have  sent  me  without  delay  ten 
large  locomotive  lanterns  to  put  on  the  monitors  and  other  vessels’  bows 
in  James  River;  they  will  do  better  for  certain  purposes  than  the  other 
light.  If  I  can  get  two  by  next  steamer,  I  will  be  much  obliged. 

They  talk  of  opening  the  [Dutch  Gap]  Canal  to-morrow,  and  I  want 
to  be  ready  for  torpedoes.  Our  fellows  have  all  got  the  ram  fever  up 
there,  and  write  doleful  letters.  I  tell  them  I  am  glad  the  rams  are 
going  to  be  let  loose;  it  will  put  some  life  into  them.  Please  send  the 
lights  at  once;  I  may  want  to  use  them  immediately. 

Yery  truly, 

David  D.  Porter. 
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[Telegram.]  v 


Navy  Department,  November  19 ,  1864. 
Calcium  lights  promised  Tuesday.  What  draft  will  do  for  300? 
Rumors  that  prize  will  have  to  be  returned.  Have  telegraphed  Butler 
to  hold.  Spuyten  Duyvil  leaves  New  York  to-day  via  canals. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Butler’s  Headquarters,  November  19,  1864 — 10  p.  m. 

(Received  10:40  p.  m.) 

I  will  hold  on  till  I  hear  from  you. 

B.  F.  Butler, 

Major- General. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  November  20,  1864. 

Your  telegram  to  Wachusett  can  not  be  sent;  line  down.  You  will 
have  to  send  up  a  tug,  or  else  send  word  by  the  mail  boat  from  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads.  The  general  will  hold  on  to  the  blow  up  until  the  Strom- 
boli  arrives  from  New  York. 


G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistan  t  Secretary. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


LTelegram.] 


Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  November  20,  1864—11:30  p.  m. 

(Received  11 : 45  p.  m.) 

Don’t  let  General  Butler  stop  his  explosion  on  our  account.  There 
are  vessels  enough  at  the  gap  to  eat  up  all  the  rebel  rams,  and  I  have 
put  a  man  there  (Parker)  who  never  had  the  ram  fever.  The  sooner 
they  get  through  the  better,  and  if  we  ask  them  to  stop  for  us,  delav 
may  be  hurtful.  ’  J 

I  think  the  Louisiana  will  do  for  our  purpose.  Have  ordered  her 
from  the  sound  to  Beaufort,  [N.  C.],  to  take  out  everything  but  her  boil¬ 
ers  and  machinery. 

The  material  had  better  be  sent  to  Beaufort  at  once. 


Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


D.  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  8.  8. 

Louisiana. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Boads,  November  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  Send  the  Louisiana  to  Beaufort  without  delay,  and  report  to  me 
if  she  can  stow  300  tons,  in  measurement  3,000  barrels,  and  not  draw 
over  8  feet  with  all  her  coal,  provisions,  masts,  guns,  anchors,  and 
everything  else  except  boilers  and  machinery.  Let  me  know  if  she 
will  stand  running  in  a  moderate  sea,  or  how  much  she  will  stand;  how 
much  water  she  will  make,  and,  in  fact,  everything  about  her. 

Read  the  following  signals  from  the  boat  code  signal  book  and  you 
will  see  what  I  want  with  her. 

******* 

The  vessel  should  be  able  to  carry  3,000  barrels  by  measurement, 
calculating  8  barrels  to  the  ton,  and  then  not  draw  over  8  feet. 

I  want  this  attended  to  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Orders  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  District  of  the  Sounds ,  regarding  general 
matters. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Z7.  8.  Flagship  Mdlvern,  Hampton  Boads,  November  20,  1864. 

Sir  :  1  have  written  to  you  several  times  about  matters  and  things 
in  your  district,  but  from  fear  you  have  not  received  my  letters  I  repeat 
the  substance.  Dismount  all  the  captured  guns  and  send  them  tome. 
CJse  all  the  ammunition  that  will  suit  for  the  vessels  under  your  com¬ 
mand.  Send  here  all  naval  stores,  copper,  lead,  or  brass.  Leave  no 
rebel  guns  anywhere  that  may  be  captured.  Raise  the  Albemarle  if 
possible.  Keep  communication  with  me  more  frequently.  Send  all  the 
Government-built  double  enders  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,to  awaitmy  orders. 
Send  the  coal  that  comes  in  the  sounds  to  Beaufort.  Send,  all  rebel 
dispatches  to  me  without  delay.  Always  let  me  know  what  is  wanted,, 
and  write  to  me  every  time  you  have  a  chance. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds. 


[Telegram.] 


Fortress  Monroe,  November  21,  1864. 


Picket  boat  No.  5  has  arrived. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Davsd  D,  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the 

chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Howquah, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  November  21 ,  1864. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following-  report:  While  stand¬ 
ing-  in  on  my  station  last  evening  in  fathoms  of  water,  U.  S.  S. 
Kansas  spoke  us.  At  (5:  30  by  the  HowquaWs  deck  timepiece,  Mound 
bearing  W.  k  S.,  ship  heading  W.  1ST.  W.,  saw  the  white  water  of  a 
side-wheel  steamer  bearing  N.  W.,  and  going  very  fast  to  the  N.  IN.  E. ; 
called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  gave  chase;  at  the  same  time  the 
Kansas  fired  a  rocket  and  gun;  we  fired  two  rockets.  At  7:  30  lost 
sight  of  her  and  returned  to  our  station,  the  Mound  bearing  W.  by  S. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balch, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 
Bear  Admiral  1).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Guest ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iosco ,  of 
the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  Sybil. 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

At  sea ,  November  21 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  duplicate  prize  lists  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  this  vessel  for  the  British  schooner  Sybil,  of  Nassau,  New  Providence, 
from  Matamoras  to  New  York,  loaded  with  307  bales  of  cotton,  seized 
in  longitude  76°  52'  W.,  latitude  33°  18'  N.  She  purports  to  be  from 
Matamoras  to  New  York,  loaded  with  cotton.  There  is  no  evidence  to 
show  that  the  cotton  came  from  Matamoras  on  the  Mexican  side  of  the 
river,  and  labors  under  the  suspicion  of  having  run  the  blockade.  The 
papers  of  the  vessel  are  incomplete,  and  being  without  clearance  from 
either  Mexican  or  French  authority  (the  French  being  in  possession  of 
Matamoras  when  she  sailed),  increases  the  suspicion  that  the  cotton 
came  from  the  Texas  side  of  the  river.  There  are  no  owners’  names 
given  to  the  cotton,  but  it  is  principally  covered  by  an  insurance  under 
an  English  policy.  New  York,  to  which  it  is  nominally  consigned, 
being  merely  a  port  of  transshipment,  the  cotton  has  therefore  been 
taken  in  delicto  from  Texas  to  England.  Another  ground  of  seizure  is 
that  it  is  contraband  of  war,  as  much  as  gold,  silver,  or  bills  of 
exchange,  being  the  basis  for  the  Confederate  loan  and  supplies  in 
England.  (Refer  to  Diplomatic  Correspondence  for  1803,  Mr.  Seward 
to  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Adams  to  Lord  Russell.)  The  papers  of  the 
outward-bound  voyage  show  that  the  cargo  consisted  of  boxes  of  hard¬ 
ware  and  merchandise  (which  might  have  been  arms).  The  only  clear¬ 
ance  consisted  of  a  letter  of  clearance  from  a  British  acting  vice- 
consul,  for  a  vice  consul,  for  the  vessel  and  none  whatever  for  the 
cargo.  The  voyage  of  this  vessel  from  New  York  to  Matamoras  has 
been  undoubtedly  to  supply  the  rebels  through  that  place  and  to 
receive  cotton  in  any  way  she  could  get  it,  taking  the  coastwise  chances 
for  running  the  blockade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 

Commander ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iosco. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  II.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  the  TJ.  S.  school-ship  Sabine. 

Navy  Department,  November  22, 1864. 

Sir  :  The  U.  S.  S.  Sabine  (second  rate),  being  appropriated  entirely 
for  a  school-ship  for  the  instruction  of  apprentices,  is  not  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  forming  a  part  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  but  will 
anchor  off  Norfolk,  under  the  command  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  naval  station. 

Very  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Boads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  22, 1864. 
Six  locomotive  lights  left  New  York  last  evening  by  express. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Boads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  22,  1864. 
Can  you  send  150  tons  to  Beaufort  when  wanted?  Vessel  is  prepar¬ 
ing  there  for  300  tons. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James ,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Va. 


Beport  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  his  arrival  at  Dutch  Gap, 
James  Biver,for  thecommand  of  the  Fifth  Division. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  Biver,  November  22, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Mahopac  at  Dutch 
Gap  to-day  at  11  o’clock  a.  m.,  and  that  I  have  assumed  the  command 
of  the  Fifth  Division  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ammen,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Mohican. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  22, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  without  delay  to  the  New  Inlet  entrance  to 
Cape  Fear  River  and  perform  such  duty  as  may  be  assigned  you  on  the 
blockade  of  that  entrance. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 


Commander  Dan’l  Ammen, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Mohican. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Barn- 
say,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  TJnadilla,  to  proceed  to  duty  off  New  Inlet. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  22,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  blockade  off  New  Inlet 
and  act  as  chaser  until  the  vessels  that  belong  to  that  bar  are  on  their 
stations,  when  you  will  proceed  to  your  station  as  marked  on  the 
blockade  chart. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F,  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  TJnadilla. 


Beport  of  Commander  Macomb ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  of  the  evacuation  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth  ,  N.  C.,  November  22,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  17th  instant  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green,  commanding  Louisiana ,  visited 
Washington,  N.  C.,  and  reports  it  evacuated  by  the  enemy  on  the  11th 
instant.  He  says :  “  They  took  all  their  stores  with  them  except  one 
32  pounder,  of  63  cwt.,  which  they  spiked  and  threw  down  the  embank¬ 
ment.”  The  rebel  forces  are  about  9  miles  out,  between  Washington 
and  Greenville.  The  whole  Pamlico  region  appears  to  have  been 
abandoned  by  the  rebels.  The  rebels  now  hold  no  position  on  either 
sound. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Commanding  District  8ounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Beport  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  information  regard¬ 
ing  Confederate  defenses  in  the  BoanoJce  Biver. 

[U.  S.  S.]  Shamrock,  November  22,  1864. 
Admiral:  I  have  just  received  the  following  as  the  mail  closes,  from 
two  escaped  negro  soldiers  (Union). 
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At  Rainbow  Bluff,  on  this  river  [Roanoke],  the  rebels  have  10  guns, 
4  bearing  on  the  water  anil  0  on  the  land.  They  are  mounting  more 
guns.  The  fort  is  on  the  right  side  of  the  river  (coming  down).  There 
are  1,500  troops  there.  At  Poplar  Point  (2  miles  below  Rainbow  Bluff) 
there  are  200  troops.  There  are  torpedoes  3  or  4  miles  below  Rainbow 
Bluff. 


Respectfully,  etc., 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  etc. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  Stud  ley, 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  opening  of  the  port  of  Norfolk. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Ya.,  November  23,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  jiapers  announce  that  the  port  of  Norfolk  has  been  opened 
for  trade.  I  have  received  no  official  notice  of  the  fact.  Until  I  order 
it  you  will  not  permit  any  vessels  other  than  those  employed  by  the 
Army  or  Navy  to  enter  this  port  to  trade. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  I.  B.  Studley, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Young  Rover. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Trenchard , 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  77.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Eastern  Bar  and  take  your  station  as  a 
chaser,  cruising  off  and  on  from  your  position  as  marked  on  the  chart. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard, 

Commanding  77.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  77.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  23, 1864. 

Sir  :  Send  the  Louisiana  to  me  at  once  at  this  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds, 
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Report  of  Commander  Quest ,  II.  8.  Navy,  commanding  the  U.  8.  8.  Iosco , 
regarding  the  cruise  of  that  vessel  from  November  18  to  22,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

Hampton  Roads,  November  23,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  to  report  the  incidents  of  my  late  cruise  as  follows: 

Left  Beaufort  18th  instant. 

On  the  20tli,  finding  defect  in  engines,  determined  to  return  to  Beau¬ 
fort. 

21st,  seized  the  schooner  Sybil  (British),  witli  307  bales  of  cotton,  from 
Matamoras  to  New  York.  Sent  her  to  New  York,  via  Hamilton  Roads, 
in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Paul  Ware. 

22d,  in  hoisting  up  boat  after  boarding  vessel,  stove  the  boat  and 
dropped  a  man  overboard,  who  was  rescued. 

22d,  at  4  p.  m.,  heavy  gale  from  S.  W.,  which  continued  twelve 
hours;  ship  worked  and  strained  to  a  dangerous  degree,  steering  badly ; 
knocked  up  starboard  guard  and  lifted  hurricane  deck;  started  bolts 
in  waterways  and  docks,  loosened  the  copper  about  the  water  line, 
opened  and  split  bulkhead,  and  generally  strained  her  very  much.  By 
constant  watchfulness  and  skillful  steering  I  was  enabled  to  keep  her 
head  to  sea,  but  to  do  so  was  obliged  to  drive  her  into  it  with  ten  turns 
of  the  engine,  equal  to  a  speed  of  6  knots;  she  would  not  steer  with 
less.  Had  she  fallen  into  the  trough  of  the  sea,  she  would  soon  have 
been  knocked  to  pieces. 

When  the  gale  broke  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  my  observation 
showed  that  I  had  been  drifted  by  the  Gulf  Stream  to  the  latitude  of 
Cape  Hatteras,  which  determined  me  to  come  here  and  report  to  you, 
instead  of  going  to  Beaufort  and  losing  the  time  which  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  forward  report  from  there  and  receive  your  orders. 

This  vessel  I  do  not  consider  fit  for  the  blockade  for  the  following 
reasons:  1st,  inability  to  stand  heavy  weather;  2d,  want  of  speed,  and 
rolling  so  that  a  boarding  boat  can  not  be  lowered  in  any  sea  at  all; 
3d,  she  will  not  steer. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 

Commander. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Entrance  of  the  blockade  runner  Little  Hattie  into  New  Inlet ,  North 

Carolina,  November  23,  1864. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Beaufort,  N.  C .,  November  24, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  report  that  yesterday  morning,  at  a  few 
moments  before  8  o’clock  a.  m.,  whilst  standing  to  the  N.  N.  E.  near 
laud  by  Stump  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  I  discovered  a  white  object  close 
to  the  shore  and  steered  for  it.  It  soon  proved  to  be  a  two-piped  side- 
wheel  steamer,  heading  to  the  southward  and  westward,  and  I  immedi¬ 
ately  gave  chase.  The  runner  stood  to  the  southward  and  westward. 
I  hoisted  colors  and  numbers  and  fired  a  shot  across  his  bows.  As  he 
gave  no  answer,  l  opened  fire  upon  him  at  about  8:10  a.  m.  and  con¬ 
tinued  firing,  making  black  smoke  to  attract  the  attention  of  any 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


85 


cruisers  near  by.  I  continued  the  chase,  making  all  drawing  sail.  The 
chase  slowly  drew  ahead  of  me,  continuing  to  steam  down  the  coast.  I 
was  close  inshore  and  followed  her,  and  at  10 : 05  a.  m.  was  abreast  of 
Masonboro  Inlet,  and  the  fleet  off  New  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  entrance,  was 
plainly  in  sight  from  this  ship. 

I  continued  firing  at  the  runner,  although  I  could  not  reach  her,  with 
the  object  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  blockading  vessels. 

We  were  now  in  sight,  with  my  number  hoisted,  making  black  smoke 
and  firing  guns,  but  the  blockaders  failed  to  comprehend  the  chase,  and 
I  had  the  mortification  (when  close  inshore,  under  the  fire  of  Half  Moon 
battery),  at  10:45  a.  in.,  to  see  the  runner  enter  New  Inlet  entrance  of 
Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  she  not  being  seen  by  any  of  the 
blockaders  until  she  was  nearly  up  to  Fort  Fisher,  audit  was  too  late 
to  intercept  her. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Kansas  came  toward  and  exchanged  numbers  with  me 
shortly  after  I  had  passed  the  Half  Moon  battery. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Spotts,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet, 

At  Sea,  November  23 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  Yesterday  I  ran  the  coast  down  from  Bogue  Inlet  to  Masonboro 
Inlet,  close  in  to  the  land,  cruised  off  Masonboro  Inlet  last  night ;  met  the 
Pequot  soon  after  daylight,  standing  up  the  coast.  I  followed  the  coast 
down  to  the  fleet  off  New  Inlet,  intending  to  run  the  coast  up  in  the 
afternoon.  Just  as  I  arrived  there  the  Pequot  was  discovered  chasing 
a  blockade  runner  down  the  coast.  I  gave  chase  with  the  rest  of  the 
fleet,  but  failed  to  cut  her  off  before  she  reached  the  bar.  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Braine  informed  me  that  he  found  her  lying  near  the  land 
between  New  River  and  New  Topsail  inlets.  She  must  have  run  in 
last  night,  as  she  was  not  there  yesterday  afternoon. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  L>.  I).  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Loads. 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  do  Cuba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  November  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter 
that  I  arrived  off  New  Inlet  this  morning  and  anchored  at  9:20  a.  in., 
having  come  in  in  consequence  of  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  the  S. 
and  W.  At  10:20  a.  m.  discovered  a  vessel  under  sail  bearing  N.  by 
W.;  made  signal  8251  to  the  squadron  to  get  underway,  which  was 
accomplished  as  soon  as  possible.  The  Kansas  was  the  first  to  lead  off 
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and  stood  in  to  the  land  to  cut  off  the  strange  sail.  Soon  after  the 
strange  sail  stood  out  from  the  land,  being  opposite  to  the  Half  Moon 
battery,  which  opened  fire  on  the  vessel  under  sail,  and  which  proved 
to  be  the  IT.  S.  S.  Pequot ,  in  chase  of  a  blockade  runner,  which,  from 
the  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere,  was  not  seen  by  our  lookouts  until 
she  was  under  the  guns  of  the  fort.  The  time  elapsed  from  the  sight¬ 
ing  of  the  vessel  under  sail  was  only  about  thirty  minutes  until  the 
blockade  runner  was  inside  of  the  bar.  As  she  passed  the  fort  she  had 
the  appearance  of  a  vessel  coming  down  the  river. 

There  are  so  few  vessels  on  this  bar  that  I  have  ordered  Captain 
Glitz,  with  the  Osceola ,  to  remain  until  the  Sassacus  returns,  hoping 
that  it  will  meet  your  approbation.  It  has  been  blowing  a  gale  of  wind 
nearly  every  day  since  I  left  Norfolk,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to  come 
up  for  coal  about  the  1st  of  the  month.  I  would  earnestly  request  the 
admiral  to  have  a  permanent  divisional  officer  stationed  off  this  bar, 
and  more  vessels  are  required  for  bar  tenders.  There  are  only  eight 
here  at  this  time — the  Osceola ,  Kansas,  Howquah,  Alabama ,  Monticello , 
Cherokee ,  Wilderness ,  and  Clematis ,  which  is  disabled.  I  sail  this  even¬ 
ing  on  my  offshore  station. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Hear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet,  November  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  morning  at  10 : 05  a.  m.  a  vessel  was 
reported  from  the  masthead  on  a  bearing  of  N.  N.  E.  The  quarter¬ 
master  was  sent  aloft  and  reported  he  thought  it  was  a  steamer  with 
two  smokestacks,  standing  along  the  land  to  the  S.  W.  I  immediately 
sent  the  officer  of  the  deck  aloft,  who  reported  it  was  a  vessel  under 
sail,  with  colors  flying  at  peak  and  foremast,  and  that  the  batteries 
were  firing  at  her.  The  signal,  “A  suspicious  sail  in  sight  to  the 
N.  N.  E.”  was  begun;  at  about  10:15  spread  fires,  chain  brought  to, 
and  the  order  given  to  heave  up.  At  10 :  20  was  underway,  standing  to 
the  N.  W.  to  head  off  this  sail.  At  this  time  the  sail  was  seen  from  the 
deck,  and  I  stood  under  four  bells  to  head  her  off'.  After  steaming  a 
mile  I  discovered  a  two-stack  steamer  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of 
Fort  Fisher,  standing  down  along  the  land,  headed  inshore,  but  soon 
discovered,  to  our  mortification,  that  owing  to  the  peculiarly  rarefied 
state  of  the  atmosphere  the  blockade  had  been  broken  during  the  day¬ 
time.  I  then  headed  up  for  the  stranger  under  sail,  at  whom  the  bat¬ 
teries  were  firing,  and  made  her  out  to  be  the  Pequot. 

I  must  add  here  that  after  our  signal  was  mastheaded  the  senior  officer 
present,  Captain  Glisson,  made  signal  for  the  squadron  to  get  under¬ 
way,  which  was  immediately  obeyed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Clitz,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  November  23,  1864. 

Admiral:  This  morning  about  10  o’clock  a  steamer  (probably  a 
blockade  runner)  was  seen  close  in  under  the  land,  and  near  Fort 
Fisher. 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  I 
have  to  make  the  following  report: 

About  a  quarter  to  a  half  an  hour  before  the  signal  was  made  for  the 
squadron  to  get  underway  black  smoke  was  discovered  bearing  N.  to 
A.  by  E.  Soon  after  a  vessel  was  discovered  under  sail,  which  vessel 
was  firing,  and  the  batteries  on  shore  also  firing. 

The  squadron  immediately  got  underway  and  bore  down  for  the  sail, 
which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Braiue 
commanding.  In  the  meantime  the  steamer,  close  in  under  the  land 
and  near  Fort  Fisher,  ran  the  blockade  through  New  Inlet,  eastern 
entrance  to  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

The  said  steamer  was  not  seen  until  she  had  reached  the  position 
referred  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Howquah. 

U.  S.  S.  Howquah, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  November  23,  1864. 

SiR:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report:  At  10:30  by  the 
Howquah1  s  deck  timepiece,  lying  at  anchor  in  8J  fathoms  of  water,  with 
the  fleet,  consisting  often  vessels,  Mound  bearing  W.  £  S.,  Kansas 
made  general  signal  7826.  At  the  same  time  Santiago  de  Cuba  made 
general  signal  8251.  Spread  fires  and  commenced  heaving  in  chain. 
At  10:40  lookout  reported  a  steamer  or  schooner  up  the  beach,  bearing 
N.  W.  from  us,  with  the  Half  Moon  battery  firing  at  her.  At  10:4o 
underway,  standing  in  to  the  westward,  with  the  fleet,  to  cut  oft  any 
vessel  coming  down  tlie  beach.  The  lookout  reported  a  white  flag  and 
two  smokestacks  going  in  past  Fort  Fisher. 

At  the  same  time,  owing  to  the  mirage,  the  atmosphere  was  such  that 
it  was  impossible  to  make  out  distinctly  objects  on  shore,  only  the  tops 
ot  the  trees,  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  Mound  visible.  Strange  vessel  up 
the  beach  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot.  At  11 :  20  returned  to  our 

anj  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balch, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Howquah. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama. 

U.  S.  8.  Alabama, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  November  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows :  This  morning  at  9 : 30  a.  m. 
I  left  my  ship  at  anchor  near  the  other  ships  of  the  squadron  oft’  the  bar 
of  New  Inlet  to  report  to  Captain  Glisson,  on  board  the  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  who  had  just  arrived  and  anchored  near  me.  At  30  a.  m.,  while 
in  Captain  Glisson’s  cabin,  a  report  was  made  that  a  schooner  was 
coming  down  the  land  to  the  northward  and  eastward  and  was  being 
fired  at  by  the  batteries  on  shore.  A  few  minutes  after  the  report  was 
corrected  by  stating  a  black  smoke  was  being  chased  by  the  schooner, 
and  she  was  firing  at  it.  I  hastened  on  board  my  ship,  which  was 
getting  underway  (in  obedience  to  signal  from  Captain  Glisson),  and 
asked  the  officer  of  the  deck  what  two-pipe  steamer  it  was  in  sight,  and 
which  appeared  to  be  between  us  and  the  land,  and  some  distance 
past  us  to  the  westward  and  nearer  the  bar.  He  informed  me  by  reply¬ 
ing,  “That  steamer  is  coming  down  the  river,  sir.  I  noticed  her  when 
she  first  passed  a  clump  of  trees  between  the  coast  and  the  river,  and 
have  watched  her  ever  since.  She  is  in  the  river,  sir ;  her  hull  is  hid  by 
the  land.”  In  heaving  up  my  anchor  the  chain  parted  and  I  was  soon 
underway.  The  vessel  under  sail  inshore  was  being  fired  at  by  the 
Half  Moon  battery,  but  which  firing  was  mistaken  by  us  for  an  attempt 
to  prevent  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Kansas  from  heading  off  and  capturing  the  sail. 
We  followed  the  Pawtuxet  in,  and  soon  saw  the  stranger  haul  off  for 
the  squadron  under  American  colors.  When  she  exchanged  signals 
with  the  Kansas  we  found  it  was  the  H.  S.  S.  Pequot.  We  followed 
then  the  motions  of  our  senior  officer  and  returned  to  our  anchorage, 
when  we  were  surprised  to  hear  that  the  steamer  seen  with  two  pipes 
had  been  chased  along  the  land  by  the  Pequot— and  made  her  run  in 
oyer  the  bar— right  in  broad  daylight;  but  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the 
mirage,  or  reflection,  was  so  great  that  it  was  impossible  to  make  out 
the  true  nature  of  the  case  until  it  was  too  late  to  remedy  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  Smith, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Eear -Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dennison,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cherokee. 


u.  S.  S.  Cherokee, 

-North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  New  Inlet,  November  23,  1864. 

Sir:  I  most  respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  viz1 

J0:30  this  morning,  being  at  anchor  in  8f  fathoms  water,  the 
Mound  bearing  W.  i  N.,  Bald  Head  light  house  bearing  S.  W.by  W  &W 
1  saw  a  steamer  under  sail  bearing  N.  by  W.,  apparently  close  under  the 
land,  heading  to  the  southward  and  westward;  at  the  same  time  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba  made  signal  8251.  I  immediately  slipped  and  stood 
toward  strange  sail,  all  the  fleet  getting  underway.  A  few  minutes  after 
saw  a  steamer  with  two  smokestacks  and  rebel  flag  living,  apparentlv 
near  the  Mound  to  the  westward.  The  atmosphere  being  in  such  a  state, 
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it  was  almost  impossible  for  me  to  distinguish  anything  close  under  the 
land,  water  and  land  seeming  to  blend  in  one. 

The  steamer  under  sail  proved  to  be  the  IT.  S.  S.  Pequot. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Dennison, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Cherokee. 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Loads. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Bruner,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Clematis. 

U.  S.  S.  Clematis, 

Off  Neic  Inlet ,  November  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  while  at  anchor  this  morning  in  8  fathoms 
water,  at  about  10:30  a.  in.,  the  officer  of  deck  reported  a  suspicious- 
looking  vessel  coming  from  the  northward.  I  immediately  went  on  deck 
to  examine  it.  While  doing  so  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  made  signal  for 
the  squadron  to  get  underway.  My  vessel  being  disabled,  I  made  sig¬ 
nal  to  that  effect,  which  was  answered  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  strange  vessel  proved  to  be  a  blockade  runner  chased  by  one  of 
our  vessels,  and  succeeded  in  getting  into  Wilmington. 

From  where  we  lay  it  was  almost  impossible  to  see  a  vessel  inshore 
on  account  of  the  great  mirage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  Bruner, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 

U.  S.  S.  Wilderness, 

Off  New  Inlet,  November  23,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report:  At 
10:30  this  morning  made  a  strange  steamer  under  sail,  very  near  the 
land,  bearing  N.  W.  by  N.  At  10:35  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba  made 
signal  for  the  fleet  to  get  underway.  I  immediately  slipped  my  anchor 
and  started  in  chase.  The  steamer  made  appeared  to  be  in  chase,  but 
rhe  mirage  was  so  great  that  it  was  live  minutes  before  I  made  the 
chase  bearing  W.  by  N.,  steaming  for  New  Inlet  very  fast,  and  was  so 
near  it  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  intercept  her.  The  steamer  in 
chase  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot ,  and  while  she  was  steaming  along 
the  land  I  saw  the  Half  Moon  and  Gatlin  batteries  open  tire  on  her. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Arey, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Wilderness. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Extract  from  the  official  diary  of  Colonel  William  Lamb,  commanding  the  defenses  of  Confed¬ 
erate  (Federal)  Point,  with  headquarters  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

November  23 ,  1864. — Last  night  was  the  coldest  I  have  experienced 
in  some  time.  Ice  formed  in  bucket  in  Doctor  Singleton’s  house  in  room 
with  fire.  Six  blockaders  off  at  sunrise.  At  10 : 45  a.  in.  steamer  Little 
Hattie ,  Captain  Libby,  arrived  from  Nassau,  having  been  chased  from 
northward  very  closely  by  a  blockader.  The  fleet  of  ten  vessels  did  not 
observe  her  until  too  late  to  cut  her  off.  Eleven  blockaders  off  here  at 
noon.  Sixteen  off  Fort  Caswell.  This  is  the  largest  blockading  fleet 
that  I  have  ever  known  off  the  Cape  Fear. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  [D.  C.],  November  24 , 1864. 
There  seems  a  hesitancy  about  receiving  your  350  on  account  of  Gen¬ 
eral  DfelafieldJ’s  report  against  the  matter,  but  you  may  go  ahead,  as 
we  will  furnish  the  whole  quantity  necessary  and  everything  else. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  November  24,  [1864]. 
The  rebels  have  been  doing  mischief  at  Deep  Water  light  house. 
Send  down  and  see  what  is  the  matter  and  protect  a  steamer  on  shore 
there. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Dutch  Gap,  in  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Butler’s  Headquarters,  November  24,  1864. 

(Received  11 : 50  p.  m.) 

Your  dispatch  received.  Will  send  a  vessel  immediately. 

W.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Parher,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  affairs  of  the  Fifth  Division. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads,  November  24,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  issue  an  order  to  all  the  vessels  of  your  command 
not  to  employ  negroes  as  lookouts,  as  they  are  not  fit  to  [be]  intrusted 
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with  such  important  duty.  Also  that  all  lookouts  shall  be  armed  with 
muskets  with  ball,  tlie  musket  to  be  tired  ouce  a  week. 

In  a  day  or  two  1  will  send  you  live  locomotive  lights,  which  you 
will  have  placed  forward  in  the  bows  of  the  monitors  and  other 
advanced  vessels  and  kept  trimmed.  These  should  light  up  the  whole 
river.  I  shall  also  send  up  a  calcium  light,  which  will  show  up  all 
intruders.  I  hope  you  will  be  particular  in  keeping  up  the  strictest 
discipline  in  your  division. 

Have  them  frequently  inspected  at  quarters,  and  report  monthly  to 
me.  When  you  can’t  inspect  them  yourself,  send  two  regular  officers 
to  make  the  rounds.  1  want  you  to  be  particular  about  this;  also  in 
target  practice.  Don’t  be  afraid  to  use  ammunition,  agreeable  to 
regulation. 

That  division  wants  a  severe  overhauling.  So  many  reports  come  to 
me,  that  there  must  be  a  screw  loose  somewhere.  They  want  to  know 
that  they  have  some  one  over  them  who  will  not  pass  over  their  neglect. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  Order,  No.  58,  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding 
the  absence  of  blockading  vessels  from  their  stations. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  November  24, 1864. 

Complaints  are  made  to  me  about  want  of  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
bar  blockaders  and  a  want  of  attention  to  the  orders  issued  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  in  command  at  the  bars. 

In  this  matter  of  blockading,  if  every  officer  acted  on  his  own  ideas 
of  right  and  wrong,  there  would  be  great  contusion,  hence  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  obeying  implicitly  the  orders  of  the  officer  in  command  at  the 
heirs# 

Hereafter  the  commanding  officer  will  give  written  orders  to  the  com¬ 
manders  of  vessels  he  may  send  to  coal,  and  give  them  a  specified  time 
to  return. 

Unless  broken  down  entirely,  the  officers  sent  away  will  exercise  no 
judgment  of  their  own  in  staying  away  on  account  of  repairs. 

If  any  commander  is  found  to  be  negligent  in  this  respect,  or  any 
other  that  may  endanger  the  public  interests,  the  senior  officer  is 
directed  to  place  him  under  arrest  and  send  him  to  me,  with  charges 
and  a  copy  of  his  orders.  ,,  „ 

The  Alabama  was  ordered  to  proceed  on  the  l^th  instant  to  Ueautort, 
till  up  with  coal  and  obtain  anchors  and  return  to  her  station  without 
delay.  Her  commander  sent  a  verbal  message  to  the  commanding  offi¬ 
cer  at  the  bar  stating  that  he  had  stopped  to  make  repairs,  which  I  do 
not  consider  were  absolutely  requisite  on  the  occasion.  Ilis  explana¬ 
tion  to  me  was  not  at  all  satisfactory,  and  I  consider  that  he  was 
extremely  negligent  in  the  performance  of  his  duty.. 

The  commander  of  the  Cherolcee  was  equally  negligent  in  not  return¬ 
ing  at  the  appointed  time.  , 

The  commander  of  the  Bolus  was  twice  absent  from  his  station,  ana 
was  the  cause  of  a  privateer  getting  over  the  Western  Dar;  all  of 
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which  will  be  remembered  and  changes  made  that  will  insure  perfect 
obedience  hereafter. 

I  look  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  bar  to  see  that  all  orders  are 
strictly  carried  out;  and  he  must  not  hesitate  to  exercise  his  preroga¬ 
tive  of  senior  officer  to  remove  anyone  whom  he  finds  guilty  of  a  want 
of  vigilance  or  disobedience  of  orders;  and  no  case  will  be  overlooked 
by  me  when  brought  to  my  notice. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  stations  of  certain  vessels  of  his 
command. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Boads,  November  2i,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  direct  the  commander  of  the  Moccasin  to  proceed  with 
his  vessel  to  relieve  the  Lilian,  and  take  the  position  now  assigned  to 
the  Lilian  on  the  blockading  chart.  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay, 
in  the  Unadilla,  will  be  down  in  a  day  or  two,  and  will  come  between 
Masonboro  and  the  bar. 

I  send  you  the  Berberry,  and  two  more  large  tugs  will  soon  be  sent 
down,  to  be  placed  in  such  position  as  you  think  best.  Retain  the 
Cherolcee  until  further  orders. 

I  have  rebuked  three  negligent  officers  in  a  general  order,  and  you 
must  hereafter  do  as  I  have  directed  to  be  done  to  them. 

Always  write  to  me  freely  about  your  wants,  and  all  recommenda¬ 
tions  will  be  carried  out.  After  a  short  time  I  will  have  the  right  kind 
ot  vessels  at  the  bar,  but  I  found  none  on  hand  when  I  came  here. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

U .  S.  8.  Kansas ,  Senior  Officer  off  New  Inlet. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  8.  Navy,  of  the  safety  of  Lieutenant 

Cushing's  signal  book. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  November  24, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boat  code  signal  book 
belonging  to  the  torpedo  boat  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing,  was  left 
by  him  on  board  the  Otsego,  and  consequently  was  not  captured  with 
the  boat  by  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  ,  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Commanding  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  regarding 
Confederate  affairs  in  the  Roanoke  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  24,  1864. 

Admiral:  An  escaped  Union  prisoner  (negro)  lias  come  in  from 
Halifax  since  I  wrote  last.  He  states  that,  the  rebels  are  laying  torpe¬ 
does  in  the  Roanoke  below  Rainbow  Bluff,  at  a  place  called  Poplar  Point. 
They  have  eighteen  guns  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  the  largest  of  which  is  a 
64-pounder.  Poplar  Point  is  about  3  miles  below  the  bluff. 

The  pilot  of  the  Albemarle,  whose  name  is  Hopkins,  was  trying  to  get 
recruits  for  Lieutenant  Cushing’s  torpedo  boat  to  come  down  and  blow 
up  one  of  the  double-enders. 

In  one  of  the  letters  (captured)  I  sent  you  by  the  Tacony  the  rebel 
force  in  this  place  when  we  attacked  was  said  to  be  3,000. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Commanding  District  of  Sounds. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Frankie,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  importance  of  holding  the  Roanoke  River  as  a  base 
of  operations  and  supplies. 

Headquarters  Forces  of  Plymouth, 

Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  Having  been  informed  that  you  have  received  orders  for  the 
evacuation  of  Roanoke  River  by  the  fleet  uuder  your  command,  and 
that  you  are  preparing  a  communication  to  the  admiral  commanding 
relative  thereto,  I  desire  to  express  to  you  my  opinions  concerning  the 
importance  of  this  position,  and  of  the  gunboats  remaining  here  to  aid 
in  holding  it.  The  facilities  for  communication  with  district  headquar¬ 
ters  being  so  few  and  uncertain,  I  have  thus  presumed  to  express  my 
opinion,  knowing  also  that  you  were  desirous  I  should  do  so. 

It  is  very  evident  that,  should  the  naval  forces  leave  here,  the  place 
must  be  evacuated  by  the  military,  unless  the  latter  were  largely  rein¬ 
forced,  and  even  in  that  event  the  presence  of  a  few  gunboats  would  at 
all  times  add  materially  to  its  safety. 

The  importance  of  the  Roanoke  River  is  apparent.  From  this  place 
the  river  is  navigable  nearly  or  qu  te  to  Weldon,  the  importance  of 
which  place,  both  on  account  of  its  i  ailway  connections  and  communi¬ 
cations  with  the  rebel  army  in  Virginia  and  its  water  connection  with 
the  North  Carolina  sounds,  is  evident  from  the  strenuous  efforts  of  our 
Army  of  the  Potomac  to  take  and  hold  the  continuation  of  the  Weldon 
and  Petersburg  Railroad,  and  the  stationing  of  a  large  naval  fleet  in 
the  sounds  and  hereabouts,  continually  on  the  qm  vive  for  rams  and 
other  floating  craft,  which  have  been,  and  if  the  place  is  evacuated  will 
doubtless  continue  to  be,  built  upon  this  river,  to  the  annoyance  of  the 
fleet  and  to  the  threatening  of  the  various  places  and  posts  now  held 
by  our  forces  in  this  State.  The  fertility  of  the  Roanoke  valley  is  well 
known  and  duly  appreciated  by  the  rebel  authorities,  who  depend  on  it 
for  large  supplies  for  their  armies,  and  who  are  now  making  strenuous 


94  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


* 


efforts  to  provide  against  its  being  taken,  by  fortifications  and  concen¬ 
tration  of  troops.  If,  therefore,  the  valley  is  of  so  much  importance  to 
the  enemy,  it  must  be  of  equal  importance  to  us. 

The  importance  of  holding  this  river  as  a  base  of  operations  and  sup¬ 
plies  is  seen  again  from  the  fact  that  after  the  destruction  of  the  ram 
Albemarle  and  the  subsequent  occupation  of  the  place  by  our  troops  the 
enemy  at  once  withdrew  all  his  troops  from  other  places  in  the  vicinity — 
Washington,  Greensboro,  etc. — and  concentrated  about  40  miles  above 
Plymouth,  at  and  near  Hamilton;  that  they  have  commenced  a  very 
strong  line  of  works  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  at  which  place  they  have  already 
mounted  fourteen  heavy  guns,  which  works,  it  is  clear,  they  propose 
to  continue  and  extend  to  insure  the  security  of  their  important  places 
above  that  point.  At  Hamilton,  too,  it  is  well  known  the  enemy  have 
partially  completed  gunboats,  as  also  at  Edwards  Ferry,  and  that  to 
hurry  these  forward  they  have  brought  all  their  workmen  from  their 
Government  shops  at  Halifax,  and  are  now  using  all  possible  expedition 
to  insure  the  finishing  of  these  craft.  These  facts  (as  I  consider  them) 
are  as  well  known  to  you  as  to  me,  since  you  have  received  them  from 
the  same  authority,  which  appears  to  coincide  in  all  essential  points,  as 
told  by  the  different  prisoners,  deserters,  refugees,  etc.,  and  particularly 
as  stated  by  the  fireman  of  the  ram  Albemarle. 

It  is  further  well  known  to  you  that  the  river  can  be  successfully 
blockaded  some  12  or  15  miles  above  this  place  by  piles,  provided  a 
naval  force  is  stationed  in  the  river  to  prevent  the  removal  of  such 
obstructions,  and  that  such  blockade  can  be  thus  made  effectual  against 
boats  or  rams  of  any  class.  Roanoke  River  thus  held  by  the  Navy, 
the  military  force  is  at  liberty  to  operate  on  points  on  the  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  Railroad,  accessible  from  Plymouth  or  Washington  to  Tar- 
boro,  by  different  roads,  and  with  every  prospect  of  success,  whenever 
it  shall  please  the  Government  to  order  such  advances  and  operations 
to  be  made. 

Should  the  Roanoke  now  be  abandoned,  and  should  it  at  any  future 
time  be  deemed  necessary  to  retake  it,  saying  nothing  of  the  inconven¬ 
iences  and  perhaps  considerable  naval  annoyance  which  will  doubtless 
result  from  its  reoccupation  by  the  enemy,  it  can  not  be  done,  save  at 
a  great  expense  of  life,  and  necessitating  the  employment  of  a  large 
military  and  naval  force. 

Hoping,  therefore,  that  the  place  may  not  be  evacuated,  but  that  its 
occupation  may  be  made  a  fact,  believing  as  I  do  that  good  to  our 
cause  will  be  the  result  of  holding  it,  I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe 
myself, 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 


Jones  Frankle, 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  ,  rtillery ,  Comdg.  Forces ,  Plymouth. 
Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  L  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy 
to  send  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Young  Rover  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater. 

Navy  Department,  November  25, 1864. 
Sir  :  Send  the  Young  Rover  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  where  she 
is  to  remain  for  the  protection  of  the  shipping  there.  She  will  while 
there  be  considered  as  under  the  orders  of  the  commandant  of  the 
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navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  upon  whom  all  requisitions  for  stores  and 
supplies  will  be  made.  Direct  the  commanding  officer  on  arriving  at 
the  breakwater  to  report  by  letter  to  Commodore  J.  B.  Hull,  comman¬ 
dant  at  Philadelphia. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  W  elles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  November  25 , 1864. 

Can  not  you  meet  me  about  noon  on  board  Porter’s  flagship  at 
Hampton  Roads,  Sunday  next?  I  shall  be  there,  anyway,  to  finally 
arrange  matters. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

[  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James ,  Bermuda  Hundred ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter, TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Adams, U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  reported  loss  of  the  schooner  L.  and  R.  Smith. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  25, 1864. 

Commodore  :  The  master  of  the  schooner  L.  and  R.  Smith  arrived 
here  this  morning  and  reports  the  loss,  by  sinking,  of  the  schooner 
with  353  tons  of  coal  on  board,  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  about  21 
miles  eastward  of  Cape  Henry. 

All  hands  were  saved,  but  nothing  else. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  A.  Adams, 

No.  323  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general  matters 
in  connection  with  his  command  in  the  sounds. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  November  25, 1864. 

ADMIRAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  20tli  instant,  and  hasten  to  answei  it. 

1  did  receive  your  letter  *  of  the  8th  instant,  and  would  have  obeyed 
its  instructions  immediately,  but  that  I  had  previously  written  to 
General  Palmer  to  send  troops  to  hold  the  place,  which  he  had  done 
(as  I  informed  you  in  my  No.  16,  dated  November  8)  before  I  received 
your  directions;  and  therefore  I  concluded  to  wait  for  further  orders, 
which  I  thought  you  would  give  when  you  learned  the  state  of  affairs. 

*  See  p.  26. 
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I  could  not  dismount  the  guns  on  shore  and  leave  the  garrison,  which 
I  had  requested  to  be  sent,  without  means  of  defense,  nor  did  I  think 
it  was  your  intention  to  do  so. 

I  informed  you  in  my  No.  12,  dated  November  6,  that  the  Albemarle 
and  Southfield  might  both  be  raised  by  the  proper  apparatus,  but  with¬ 
out  that  I  do  not  think  they  could  be  gotten  up.  I  think  the  ironclad 
ought  to  be  raised  to  get  her  out  of  the  possession  of  the  rebels,  who, 
in  case  this  place  is  evacuated,  will  certainly  raise  and  repair  her. 

In  reply  to  your  directions  to  send  the  Government-built  double- 
enders  to  Beaufort,  I  have  to  state  that  since  the  Tacony  left,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  your  orders,  the  Shamrock  is  the  only  navy  yard-built  vessel 
here. 

The  guns  in  all  the  works  except  Fort  Williams  (as  1  informed  you 
in  my  No.  12  of  November  6)  were  dismounted  and  spiked. 

The  communication  with  you  has  been  kept  up  as  frequently  as  pos¬ 
sible,  but  since  the  mail  line  through  the  canal  has  been  broken  all 
letters  from  the  North  come  by  way  of  Hatteras  Inlet  and  New  Berne, 
and  only  twice  a  week,  and  even  in  this  there  was  great  irregularity. 

I  send  this  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  who  has  orders 
to  explain  to  you  more  fully  the  state  of  affairs  here.  I  shall  com¬ 
mence  moving  the  guns  from  the  batteries  to-day,  so  as  to  be  in  readi¬ 
ness  to  carry  out  your  instructions  without  delay,  when  I  ascertain 
whether  you  were,  by  the  receipt  of  my  letters,  acquainted  with  the 
true  state  of  affairs  here  when  those  instructions  were  written,  a  doubt 
as  to  which  fact  being  the  only  reason  why  I  have  not  before  done  so. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

November  26 ,  1864—9:  45  a.  m. 

Mr.  Berney  is  to  show  me  to-night  a  little  exhibition  of  his  fire  appa¬ 
ratus.  Please  come  up  this  pleasant  day  and  I  will  go  down  with  you 
in  the  morning  to  meet  the  Assistant  Secretary.  I  mean  to  have  Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  here.  Come  up  to  the  landing  on  the  north  side  of  James 
just  below  upper  pontoon  bridge. 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 

T1  ,  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Fort  Monroe. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads ,  November  26,  1864. 
I  will  start  up  to  see  you  immediately. 


Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Headquarters. 


D.  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parker ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  an  expedition  to 

Deep  Water  light-house. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  River,  November  26,  1S64. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  by  telegraph, 
received  on  the  night  of  the  24th  instant,  I  dispatched  the  Commodore 
Perry,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Poster,  and  the  Hunchback, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  P.  Fyffe,  to  Deep  Water  light  house. 

The  Perry  got  aground  in  passing  down  the  river,  but  afterwards  got 
off.  Lieutenant  Commanding  Fyffe  reports  that  he  proceeded  nearly 
to  Newport  News  and  saw  no  batteries,  and  that  the  schooner  reported 
ashore  at  Deep  Water  light-house  got  off  yesterday  morning. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lamson ,  TJ.  S.Navy,  requesting  permission  to  attempt 

the  destruction  of  the  C.  S.  steamers  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga  in 

Cape  Fear  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 

Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  November  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  request  permission  to  enter  the  Cape  Fear 
River  and  attempt  the  destruction  of  one  or  both  of  the  rebel  privateers 
( Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga)  now  said  to  be  somewhere  between  its 
mouth  and  Wilmington. 

For  this  purpose  I  would  like  one  of  the  steam  torpedo  boats,  which 
could  be  brought  down  on  a  steamer’s  deck  and  hoisted  out  here;  but 
if  there  should  be  difficulty  in  doing  this,  or  if  there  should  be  use  for 
all  these  boats  elsewhere,  I  [will]  undertake  it  in  a  cutter  with  muffled 
oars  if  you  will  furnish  one  or  two  torpedoes  of  the  kind  used  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Cushing. 

The  concussion  torpedo  for  this  vessel  is  rather  large  for  this  service 
(180  pounds),  and  it  is  doubtful  if  the  momentum  of  a  small  boat  would 
be  sufficient  to  explode  it. 

These  privateers  are  probably  lying  near  Wilmington,  and  I  am  con¬ 
fident  of  being  able  to  reach  them. 

Hoping  that  this  proposition  may  meet  your  approval, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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V 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of 
vessels  in  the  District  of  the  Sounds. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C .,  November  27,  1864. 

Admiral:  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  disposition  of  the 
vessels  of  this  district: 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C. — Shamrock,  Chicopee,  Otsego,  Wyalusing,  and 
tugs  Belle,  Bazely,  and  Martin. 

At  New  Berne,  N.  C. — Commodore  Hull  (repairing)  and  Lockwood 
(unfit  for  service),  and  the  tug  Hoyt  (repairing).  The  Whitehead  and 
Hetzel  (both  unfit  for  service)  were  also  there,  but  I  think  by  this  time 
they  have  started  for  Hampton  Roads  with  the  Tacony.  The  ordnance 
hulks  Albemarle  and  Renshaw  (the  former  of  which  leaks  so  badly  that 
to  save  the  ammunition  I  was  obliged  to  charter  a  coal  schooner  to 
discharge  her  into),  and  the  late  army  steamer  Bombshell  (which  I  have 
had  hauled  up  on  the  mud  to  keep  from  sinking)  are  also  at  Hew  Berne. 

The  Bombshell  has  a  couple  of  locomotive  engines  on  board  which 
might  be  turned  to  account,  and  I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed 
what  disposition  to  make  of  her.  For  her  condition  I  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  report  of  a  survey  held  on  her  on  the  loth  August  last, 
and  forwarded  to  Admiral  Lee.  A  report  of  survey  on  the  Lockwood, 
dated  31st  October,  has  also  been  forwarded.  The  Louisiana  and  Ceres 
relieve  each  other  in  the  Pamlico  River,  which  they  patrol.  The  sloop 
Granite  acts  as  guard  ship  at  Hatteras  Inlet.  I  would  be  much  obliged 
if  you  would  refer  to  a  correspondence  between  myself  and  Admiral 
Lee  in  regard  to  the  wreck  of  the  Underwriter ,  whose  boilers  are  very 
valuable. 

Your  two  letters  of  the  24tli  and  22d  instant  came,  I  am  told,  through 
the  canal;  this  is  much  the  shortest  way  of  communicating  between 
here  and  Hampton  Roads. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Endorsement.] 

A  party  has  made  a  contract  to  attend  to  Underwriter.  If  there  is 
any  probability  of  that  new  ram  I  hear  of  coming  down  to  Hew  Berne, 
the  valuable  vessels  there  should  be  removed.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  a  chance  of  her  getting  down,  but  see  that  nothing  is  injured 
or  left  there  to  be  injured  if  she  does  come. 

[D.  D.  PorterJ. 


Report  of  Commander  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  as  senior  officer  present,  of 
affairs  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  8.  Mohican, 

Off  New  Inlet  Bar,  November  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  off  Hew  Inlet  Bar  on  the 
morning  of  the  25th.  I  found  Commander  Clitz,  of  the  Osceola,  senior 
officer,  he  having  been  ordered  to  assume  the  direction  of  affairs  by 
Captain  Glisson. 

Much  prejudice  to  the  blockade,  it  seems  to  me,  may  have  been  occa¬ 
sioned  by  a  frequent  change  through  the  accidental  or  temporary  pres¬ 
ence  of  senior  officers,  who,  I  understand,  have  assumed  command  for 
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a  short  time  without  a  full,  local,  aud  persoual  knowledge  necessary  to 
the  most  effective  employment  of  the  disposable  force.  This  has  led,  I 
am  disposed  to  believe,  to  a  kind  of  irresponsible  feeling  on  the  part  of 
some  of  the  commanding  officers  who  do  not  well  understand  the  serv¬ 
ice,  which  could  not  be  entertained  were  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
division  present  at  all  times  as  senior  officer. 

Had  I  found  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough,  the  senior  officer, 
not  having  had  an  intimation  from  you  that  it  was  intended  that  I 
should  serve  in  that  capacity,  I  would  have  felt  somewhat  embarrassed 
in  assuming  control  with  so  limited  an  experience  of  the  ground  and  of 
the  material  at  my  disposal. 

I  have  consulted  fully  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough  and 
shall  endeavor  to  avail  myself  as  far  as  possible  of  his  experience,  but 
suggest  for  your  consideration  the  probable  advantage  of  placing  this 
important  point  in  command  of  one  of  the  officers  of  division,  for 
reasons  which,  no  doubt,  will  be  duly  weighed  by  you. 

The  Osceola,  Kansas,  Maumee,  Monticello,  Cherokee ,  Alabama,  Hoic- 
quah,  Wilderness,  and  Clematis  were  here  on  my  arrival,  and  the  Ber¬ 
berry  arrived  on  the  following  morning.  Owing  to  a  threatening 
appearance  of  the  weather  I  directed  Captain  Glitz,  of  the  Osceola ,  to 
cruise  toward  Masonboro  Inlet  and  to  return  to  signal  distance  this 
evening  when  I  shall  direct  him  to  assume  the  same  position  for  three 
days  longer.  The  Kansas  is  nearly  out  of  coal  and  I  shall  dispatch 
her  to  Beaufort  this  evening  to  coal,  and  seud  Mr.  Bradford  (the  sur¬ 
veyor)  in  her,  he  having  completed  his  instructions  on  board  of  the 
Wilderness. 

I  was  surprised  to  learn  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  of  the 
Maumee,  that  his  supply  of  coal  would  only  last  about  three  days  longer 
for  ordinary  blockading  purposes.  This  will  make  her  actual  effective- 
ness  on  the  blockade  very  little,  as  she  arrived  only  three  days  ago. 
The  Alabama  coaled  at  Beaufort,  aud,  as  I  learn,  after  a  detention  of  sev¬ 
eral  days  returned  without  having  filled  up,  from  a  supposition  that  she 
could  not  cross  the  bar  with  the  full  amount  of  coal  that  her  captain  says 
her  bunkers  would  carry.  I  have  had  the  T1  Wilderness  aud  Clematis  sup¬ 
plied  with  12  tons  of  coal  each,  from  the  Alabama.  The  Alabama  shows 
a  large  hull  aud  spars,  and  being  much  slower  than  the  blockade  run¬ 
ners  serves  quite  a  useful  purpose  to  them  5  her  consumption  of  coal  is 
very  great,  and  her  detentions  in  coal,  at  least  the  last  time,  have  been 
the  subject  of  an  official  report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Watmough. 

Last  night  at  7  p.  m.,  or  thereabouts,  we  had  an  alarm  of  a  vessel 
coming  out,  steering  north,  and  the  commanding  officers  of  the  How- 
quah  and  Wilderness  seem  satisfied  that  a  vessel  did  come  out;  the 
pilot  just  sent  down,  however  (a  Mr.  Pucket),  was  on  board  of  the 
Berberry ,  and  had  a  shot  fired  close  across  her  bows,  ami  thinks  the 
blockade  runner  did  not  get  out. 

1  trust  if  no  active  operations  are  near  at  hand,  you  will  be  able  to 
carry  out  without  delay  your  intention  of  paying  us  a  visit.  Your 
presence  and  personal  appreciation  of  the  difficulties  of  the  blockade 
would  do  much  toward  rendering  it  more  effective. 

Your  communication  in  relation  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Prank  Smith,  commanding  the  Alabama,  has  been  received,  and  the 
investigation  required  is  in  process  of  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Danl.  Ammen, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Bear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squardon. 
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Report  of  Commander  Ammen ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  as  senior *  officer  present ,  of 
affairs  offNeiv  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  28,  1864. 

Sir:  In  my  report  of  yesterday  I  did  not  mention  the  fact  that  the 
night  was  very  favorable  for  evading  the  blockade.  Early  in  the  even¬ 
ing  a  mist  arose  over  the  land,  and  later  the  Mound  light  was  not  visible 
for  hours.  The  captains  of  the  Howquah  and  of  the  Wilderness  are 
quite  positive  in  their  opinion  that  a  blockade  runner  did  escape.  Last 
night  was  also  very  favorable,  but  we  are  not  aware  of  any  movement. 

1  trust  your  contemplated  arrangements  for  calcium  lights  and  steam 
picket  boats  will  lessen  the  number  of  successful  blockade  runners.  The 
taking  care  of  such  boats  will  be  attended  with  considerable  difficulty 
in  this  locality,  and  unless  some  large  vessel  has  the  means  of  hoisting 
them  up,  1  would  fear  their  loss  in  heavy  weather. 

I  feel  assured  that  the  officer  in  charge  here  will  have  arduous  employ¬ 
ment  in  keeping  the  disposable  force  properly  employed,  in  seeing 
personally  from  time  to  time  that  every  vessel  goes  on  her  station  at 
night,  and  in  arranging  the  details  of  the  vessels  and  their  necessary 
absence  from  time  to  time  to  coal  and  provision.  If  he  does  this  prop¬ 
erly  he  will  not  be  able  to  be  up  all  night  in  taking  care  of  his  own 
vessel  underway.  Vessels  with  large  hulls  and  heavy  masts  and  yards 
can  not  hope,  except  by  accident,  to  come  across  these  blockade  run¬ 
ners,  as  they  see  such  vessels  long  before  they  themselves  are  visible. 
If  the  Alabama  could  not  be  employed  advantageously  to  hoist  the 
steam  picket  boats,  and  her  boats  be  employed  otherwise  in  connection 
with  the  blockade,  and  perhaps  as  the  vessel  of  the  senior  officer  present, 
I  would  consider  it  unadvisable,  for  the  reasons  given  in  this  and  my 
report  of  yesterday,  to  retain  her  on  blockading  duty. 

A  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Marvin,  the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel, 
I  consider  as  likely  to  be  very  effective,  for  a  time  at  least,  if  properly 
carried  out. 

Owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  land,  to  avoid  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals 
and  to  get  a  good  departure,  I  think  nearly  all  the  vessels  bound  in 
shoal  up  their  water  to  find  their  locality  either  about  Masonboro  Inlet 
or  to  the  eastward.  When  steering  to  the  westward  and  southward 
they  have  a  clear  beach  and  can  go  close  along. 

The  suggestion  is,  in  placing  close  off  Masonboro  Inlet  two  small  ves¬ 
sels  for  the  purpose  of  serving  as  (false)  Mound  and  range  light,  and  in 
the  direction  of  the  proper  bearing,  or  nearly,  a  dim  light  could  be 
hoisted  on  board  of  one  of  two  fast  chasers  to  pass  as  Bald  Head  light 
in  the  distance. 

The  manner  of  occulting  these  various  lights  here  could  be  observed 
nightly,  and  until  their  system  becomes  developed  could  be  repeated 
the  following  night  off'  Masonboro  Inlet.  By  screening  the  light  so  as 
to  hide  them  from  the  shore,  many  of  the  blockade  runners  might 
become  victims  before  they  became  aware  of  the  ruse. 

Many  rockets  are  required  in  making  various  signals.  The  vessels  are 
short  of  them,  and  none  can  be  had  at  Beaufort.  I  have  therefore  to 
request  that  a  supply  be  sent,  as  also  blue  lights,  if  the  signal  for  danger 
be  not  changed.  No  blue  lights  are  issued  at  this  time. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  reports  his  coal  out  in  three  days;  I 
therefore  dispatch  him  to-morrow  to  Beaufort,  although  he  left  Hamp¬ 
ton  Boads  after  the  Mohican.  I  have  requested  him  to  inform  you  fully 
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by  letter  of  tlie  deficiency  in  respect  to  consumption  of  coal  of  the 
Maumee,  and  have  recommended  him  to  bring  a  supply  on  deck. 

I  send  the  investigation  in  the  case  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Frank  Smith,  commanding  the  Alabama,  by  this  opportunity. 

The  Unadilla  arrived  at  2  p.  m.  to-day.  I  was  glad  to  learn  by  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Eamsay  that  you  did  not  anticipate  my  being  here, 
but  at  sea,  offshore.  I  need  not  say  that  I  think  Lieutenant-Commander 
Watmough  a  very  valuable  officer  in  charge,  and  that  the  heavy  spars 
and  comparatively  large  hull  of  the  Mohican  make  her  far  inferior  as 
an  inshore  blockader  to  a  common  tug.  At  sea,  in  heavy  weather,  if 
to  windward,  I  could  overhaul  the  best  of  blockade  runners.  On  the 
arrival  of  Lieutenant  Commander  Watmough  I  shall  carry  out  what 
was  evidently  your  intention  and  go  off  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals. 

The  rebels  are  very  busy  at  work  inside  the  Mound,  on  batteries,  and 
are  to-day  practicing  on  ranges.  Lieutenant-Commander  Eamsay  will 
do  something  in  the  way  of  useful  surveys  for  your  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Da.nl.  Ammen, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Eear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  statement  of 
deserter  regarding  the  armament  of  Confederate  vessels. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Onondaga, 

Dutch  Cap,  James  River,  Virginia,  November  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  a  deserter  from  the  rebel  ironclad  Freder¬ 
icksburg  was  sent  on  board  this  vessel  from  our  army  with  a  request 
that  he  should  be  returned  after  an  examination. 

I  enclose  herewith  the  statement  of  the  deserter,  Henry  B.  Craft,  a 
native  of  Baltimore,  after  which  he  was  returned  to  our  lines  and 
placed  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Cassidy,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  pon¬ 
toon  bridge  below  Dutch  Gap,  James  Eiver,  Virginia. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

November  27,  1864. 

Henry  B.  Craft,  native  of  Baltimore,  three  years  in  rebel  Navy,  was 
cast  away  near  Cape  Henry  in  1861,  in  the  schooner  Florida,  of  Balti- 
more# 

Virginia. — Flagship ;  Commodore  J.  K.  Mitchell,  commanding.  Aft, 
pivot  Xl-inch  gun,  Brooke  smoothbore;  forward,  pivot  8-inch  gun,  Brooke 
rifle ;  one  gun  on  each  side,  6.4  rifle.  Total,  4  guns.  Talk  of  putting  two 
howitzers  on  spar  deck.  Commanded  by  Lieutenant  [F.  L.]  Shepperd; 
executive  officer,  Lieutenant  [J.  W.]  Alexander.  Spars  all  around  her 
20  feet  from  the  sides. 
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Fredericksburg. — Aft,  X-inck  pivot  gun,  Brooke  smoothbore ;  forward, 
7-incli  rifle,  Brooke  smoothbore;  one  on  each  broadside,  6.4  Brooke 
smoothbore.  Total,  4  guns.  Commander,  Thomas  R.  Bootes;  executive 
officer,  [A.]  Barbot. 

Richmond. — Lowest  down  the  river,  Win.  [A.]  Webb,  commanding. 
Forward,  7-inck  Brooke  rifle,  pivot;  aft,  X-inch  smoothbore,  Brooke; 
one  gun  on  each  broadside,  6.4,  same  as  the  other;  howitzers  the  same 
as  the  others,  and  spars  to  be  put  around  her  as  the  others. 

The  bottoms  are  of  wood. 

The  Virginia  is  about  240  tons;  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
about  200  tons.  The  complement  is  about  150  men,  but  they  are  short. 
The  crew  are  dissatisfied.  One-half  would  desert  if  they  had  a  chance. 

The  ironclads  are  at  anchor  all  the  time,  and  the  gunboats  patrol  in 
the  night  to  Battery  Semmes,  about  2  miles  below  the  ironclads.  The 
rowboats  come  down  as  far  as  Bishop’s,  about  2£  miles  below  the  iron¬ 
clads;  return  at  daylight,  but  in  foggy  weather  they  have  no  pickets  in 
the  daytime;  can  not  see  any  pickets  on  shore. 

The  crews  are  not  allowed  to  go  on  shore  or  to  Richmond.  Have 
plenty  to  eat  and  plenty  of  clothes. 

Midshipman  [Alex.  T.]  Hunt  and  Master’s  Mate  Richard  X.  Sprag- 
gins  were  in  the  boat  when  the  crew  deserted,  and  were  left  in  her. 

The  rebel  army  is  on  short  rations — 1  pint  of  meal  and  one-fourth 
pound  of  bacon  per  day. 

Drewry. — Wooden  gunboat  (propeller),  80  tons;  7-inch  rifle  pivot  for¬ 
ward;  Vlll-incli  smoothbore  pivot  aft;  commanded  by - - . 

Hampton. — Wooden  gunboat  (propeller),  about  80  tons;  Commander 
[J.  S.]  Maury.  VUI-inch  smoothbore  pivot  aft;  YHI-inch  smoothbore 
pivot  forward. 

Nansemond.— Wooden  propeller  gunboat,  80  tons;  Captain  [C.  W.] 
Hays.  VUI-inch  smoothbore  pivot  aft;  Vlll-incli  smoothbore  pivot 
forward. 

Roanoke. — (Old  tugboat)  propeller  gunboat,  65  tons ;  iron  hull ;  1  pivot 
forward,  6-inch  rifle.  Captain - -. 

Torpedo. — Tug ;  Lieutenant  [Ivey]  Foreman;  two  small  Parrott  pivot 
20-pounders. 

Beaufort. — Tug ;  Captain - .  One  pivot  rifle  forward,  32  pounder. 

Three  tugs  on  picket  and  three  rowboats,  the  boats  manned  from  the 
ironclads. 

They  have  torpedoes  ready  to  apply  to  boats,  but  there  is  no  talk  of 
using  them. 

Virginia’s  plating  6  inches  on  sides  and  8  inches  forward  and  aft; 
goes  down  to  the  knuckle. 

The  Fredericksburg  draws  11  feet,  the  Virginia  about  13  feet,  the 
Richmond  about  16  feet.  They  were  lightened  over  the  bar. 

They  were  much  frightened  when  the  Albemarle  was  blown  up. 
Common  wood  gratings  go  entirely  round  the  vessels,  suspended  from 
spars,  to  the  depth  of  10  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

They  are  lying  at  single  anchor  about  10  miles  below  Richmond. 
Seven  or  eight  guns  at  Howlett’s. 

He  was  a  coxswain,  pay  $29;  seamen,  $22. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Wi,  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Barnes , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bat. 


Navy  Department,  November  28, 1864. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Bat  to  Hampton  Boads  and  report  to 
Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  for  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Lieutenant-Commander  Jno.  S.  Barnes, 

Commanding  XI.  S.  S.  Bat,  Boston. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads ,  November  28,  1864. 

Move  the  Saugus  and  Canonicus  up  to  Dutch  Gap. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

J7.  S.  S.  Onondaga,  Hutch  Gap. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Headquarters  Provisional  Brigade, 

November  28,  1864. 

The  Malvern  left  at  daylight  this  a.  m.  So  dark  and  hazy  the  pilot 
would  not  venture  last  night. 

W.  A.  Parker, 

Commander,  etc. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Butler, 
U.  S.  Army,  advising  the  capture  of  Rainboiv  Bluff,  Roanoke  River. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  28,  1864. 

General:  An  officer  has  just  arrived  from  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  having 
been  sent  up  to  inform  me  of  the  state  of  affairs  there. 

The  rebels,  after  the  taking  of  Plymouth,  evacuated  Washington,  on 
Tar  Biver,  removed  all  the  guns  (20  in  number)  to  Bainbow  Bluff,  on 
Boanoke  Biver,  and  are  now  fortifying  that  place  to  prevent  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  gunboats  at  high  water,  which  will  commence  in  December. 

By  capturing  Bainbow  Bluff  we  get  possession  of  the  entire  Boanoke 
valley,  the  importance  of  which  you  can  well  estimate.  Fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  troops,  out  of  the  3,000  at  New  Berne,  can  be  detached  on  this 
service  without  any  fear  of  New  Berne  being  molested,  and  by  a  rapid 
movement  Bainbow  Bluff  can  be  captured  with  all  its  guns  and  muni¬ 
tions  of  war. 

The  troops  can  land  within  G  miles  of  Bainbow  Bluff  and  take  the 
works  in  the  river.  The  rebels  have  500  men  there,  anticipate  no 
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attack  from  us,  and  could  be  taken  with  ease.  This  will  put  us  in 
possession  of  the  ram  now  building  at  Halifax,  [N.  G.J,  an  easy  march 
from  the  bluffs.  This  move  places  the  Weldon  road  within  striking 
distance. 

I  submit  this  for  your  consideration.  It  will  require  no  troops  from 
this  quarter,  unless  you  think  the  move  of  importance  enough  to  war¬ 
rant  it.  The  troops,  if  left  at  the  bluffs,  can  be  supplied  by  water,  and 
we  have  light-draft  boats  enough  to  lie  there  to  cover  them  if  need  be. 

It  seems  to  me  that  to  get  possession  of  all  the  Roanoke  valley  WQuld 
be  most  desirable.  By  sending  gunboats  to  Winton,  we  can  communi¬ 
cate  with  Suffolk  and  Rainbow  Bluff  at  all  times,  and  the  large  amounts 
of  cotton  now  lying  in  that  region  will  all  fall  into  our  hands.  I  have 
ordered  the  gunboats  to  hold  Plymouth  as  long  as  possible,  and  now 
that  we  have  it,  all  the  grain  on  the  Albemarle  Sound  must  be  cut  off 
from  the  enemy. 

I  hope  you  will  think  favorably  of  this,  and  1  am  sure  of  a  handsome 
thing  resulting  from  sending  a  strong  army  force  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Febiger, 
U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mattabesett,  to  proceed  to  duty  at 
Plymouth ,  N.  C. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  28,  1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  your  vessel  when  the  weather  will  permit,  to  the 
sounds  of  North  Carolina  and  report  to  Commander  Macomb  at  Ply¬ 
mouth  for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you. 

Be  careful  not  to  go  up  the  Roanoke  Fiver  at  night,  as  there  are 
booms  across  both  above  and  below  Plymouth. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Jno.  0.  Febiger, 

Commanding  Mattabesett. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  commanding  officer  Picket 
Launch  No.  5,  to  proceed  to  duty  at  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  November  28,  1864. 
Sir:  Report  with  your  picket  launch  to  Lieutenant  Commander 
English,  who  will  give  you  certain  instructions  in  going  to  the  sounds 
of  North  Carolina. 
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On  your  arrival  at  Plymouth  you  will  report  to  Commander  Macomb 
for  such  duty  as  he  may  assign  you. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commanding  Officer, 

Picket  Launch  No.  5. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb , 
U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  holding  of  Plymouth,  N.  C. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  November  28,  1864. 

Sir:  You  have  evidently  not  received  my  first  letters,  in  one  of 
which  I  tell  you  to  dismount  the  guns  and  ship  them,  and  then  hold 
the  place  with  the  gunboats.  I  never  intended  them  to  leave  until  the 
whole  of  that  region  was  in  our  possession. 

I  have  seen  so  many  ill  effects  from  leaving  guns  (those  that  we  have 
captured)  on  shore,  that  I  am  convinced  it  is  best  always  to  ship  them, 
especially  in  a  case  like  this,  where  General  Grant  can  not  and  will  not 


send  men.  ......  ,  ,  ,  „ 

With  the  gunboats  at'  Plymouth  the  troops  will  be  protected  on 

shore,  and  they  can  remain  there  while  I  endeavor  to  send  you  more 
troops,  if  I  can  get  them.  I  will  endeavor  to  get  a  thousand  men. 
Hold  on  to  the  place  at  all  hazards.  Had  you  received  my  first  letters 
vou  would  [havel  seen  what  my  views  were. 

I  also  send  you  another  torpedo  boat  which  you  may  find  useiul. 
Captain  English  will  explain  fully  to  you  my  wishes. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Divm  D.  porter, 

Rear-  A  dmiral. 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Chief  Engineer  11  ood 
U.  S.  Navy ,  in  criticism  of  the  JJ.  S.  S.  Monadnock. 

Unofficial.]  Navy  Department,  November  29,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  your  letter  of  the  21st  November.  I  congratulate  you 
upon  the  experimental  success  of  the  Spuyten  Duyml.  The  rebs,  since 
the  Albemarle  affair,  have  anticipated  such  attacks  m  the  James 
River,  and  therefore  1  do  not  anticipate  results  there.  Forewarned  is 
almost  safety.  I  visited  the  Monadnock  last  Sunday  at  Hampton 
Roads  There  is  some  complaint  of  the  turret  engines.  She  trims  a 
little  by  the  head,  which  is  a  blunder,  as  the  boilers  could  easily  have 
gone  several  feet  aft  without  impairing  the  space  required  in  the  engine 
room,  and  it  would  also  have  given  a  larger  coal  bunker.  The  most 
awkward  feature  is  the  arrangement  for  her  boats.  I  am ^  sure  no 
enaineer  ever  devised  it.  Can  not  you  design  a  light,  firm  grating,  a 
la  \ Dictator ,  between  the  turrets,  and  some  kind  of  s hding  outriggers 
which  can  shove  out,  pick  up  a  boat,  and,  when  ti o l st e d  He  it 

under  this  grating  deck,  so  that  when  the  boats  are  all  stowed  undei 
deck  her  guns  wildfire  in  all  directions  excepting  at  each  others  tunet. 
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Now  the  boats  cover  the  guns  in  several  directions.  The  Monadnock 
has  her  ventilator  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  pilot  house,  which  seems 
correct,  but  the  one  in  Philadelphia  only  seemed  to  have  it  even  with 
the  turret.  If  you  will  fit  out  the  two  next  picket  boats  for  Charles¬ 
ton,  I  will  send  you  two  young  men  who  have  volunteered  for  the  duty 
who  know  the  ground  and  can  go  to  New  York  at  once  to  learn  their 
duties,  but  it  ought  to  be  done  soon  or  Sherman  will  capture  all  the 
ironclads  with  his  foot  soldiers.  Let  us  go  on  with  other  torpedo  boats 
as  you  suggest,  for  the  inspection  of  the  Department.  If  those  shells 
of  guns  can  be  discharged  60  feet  under  water  from  one  of  our  frigates 
naval  battles  hereafter  will  be  carried  on  in  the  air.  Let  us  have  your 
views  upon  the  subject.  I  am  for  trying  it  on  an  early  day. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Chief  Engineer  W.  W.  W.  Wood, 

Neiv  York. 


[Telegram.] 


Sir  :  General  Grant  left 
ably  be  here  about  3  p.  m. 
Very  respectfully, 


Bear- Admiral  Porter. 


Fort  Monroe,  November  2.9,  1864. 
City  Point  at  10  a.  m.  to-day.  Will  prob- 


Geo.  D.  Sheldon, 
Manager  U.  S.  Military  Telegraph. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  the 
nagship  Malvern  for  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  River,  November  29,  1864 
,Slrr:  I  have  to  report  that  the  flagship  Malvern  left  her  anchorage 
fpr  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  at  daylight  yesterday  morning;  also 
that  your  telegram  of  yesterday  was  received  and  that  I  ordered  the 
monitors  Saugus  and  Canonicus  to  Dutch  Gap  in  obedience  to  it. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division, 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  until  Howletfs  Battery ,  November  29, 

1864. 

Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 

U.S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Butch  Gap,  James  River,  November  29  1864. 

have.to  reP°rt  tlmt  I  engaged  the  battery  at  Howlett’s  house 
this  morning,  in  company  with  the  Mahopac.  We  opened  fire  9 : 50  a.  m. 
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and  fired  50  charges,  the  distance  being  about  2,500  yards.  We  ceased 
firing  at  11:30  a.  m.  This  was  an  average  of  one  shot  ei^ery  two 
minutes. 

Howlett’s  rebel  battery  fired  58  shots  from  three  guns. 

I  am  not  aware  that  we  caused  any  damage  to  the  rebels,  and  we 
suffered  no  injury  from  their  shot.  Many  of  their  shells  came  veiy 
near,  without  hitting  us.  Most  ot  our  XV-iuch  shot  fell  short,  but  the 
rifled  150  pounders  carried  well  into  and  around  the  battery.  Tlie  day 
was  not  favorable,  the  wind  being  very  fresh  from  the  S.  W.  and  nearly 
<lll63id 

1  shall  renew  the  action  as  soon  as  I  can  replenish  the  coal  and 
ammunition  and  make  a  few  necessary  repairs  to  the  machinery.  be\- 
eral  of  our  XV-incli  shot  struck  the  bank  a  little  below  the  battery, 

making  large  holes. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major  Smith,  C.  S.  Army,  to  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography 
regarding  the  use  of  holts  furnished  by  the  Bureau. 

Battery  Dantzler,  November  29,  1864. 

Dear  Sir:  We  were  to-day  engaged  for  three  hours  with  three  of 
the  enemy’s  monitors,  and  I  had  occasion  to  use  your  bolts  lhe  dis¬ 
tance  was  2,900  yards.  For  some  reason  which  I  can  not  explain  I  find 
that  after  about  2,000  yards  direct  flight  the  bolts  vary  to  the  right  or 
left.  This  is  irrespective  of  the  kind  of  sabot  used,  nor  can  1  tell 
beforehand  to  which  side  the  variation  will  take  place. 

1  write  to  ask  if  you  can  account  for  it  and  if  there  is  any  means  of 

^Botfi1  yours  and  the  Gorgas  gun  struck  the  monitors.  Once  a 
wrought-iron  7-incli  bolt  shivered  upon  the  iron  or  shivered  a  plate,  as 
the  fragments  fell  on  the  water. 

The  Gorgas  gun,  unfortunately,  burst.  Can  you  not  come  down  with 
the  bearer,  or  to  Drewry’s  Bluff! 

I  think  the  monitors  (although  they  retired  under  our  fire  below 
Dutch  Gap)  will  probably  return,  and  I  would  like  to  have  you  seethe 

guns. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J  ’  Francis  W.  Smith, 

Major ,  Commanding. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Bureau  Ordnance  and  Hydrography. 


[Enclosure.] 

Distance  from  No.  4  gun,  Battery  Dantzler,  to  different  points  of  James  River,  axis  of  gun 
J  toeing  51  yards  above  water. 


Sandy  Point .  .  737 

Point  of  Rocks .  p  g7g 

Hawser . -------- . ' ‘  I  2, 068 

Obstructions,  left  end .  2  215 

Obstructions,  right  end . 
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Yards. 

Monitors . .  2,391 

Opposite  shore . . .  2,  668 

Laud  battery . . .  2,  626 

Height  of  land  battery  above  water,  83  feet. 

Francis  W.  Smith, 

Major,  Commanding . 


Headquarters  Battery  Dantzler, 

July  3 ,  1364. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  MacDiarmid ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Governor 
Buckingham ,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  of  New  Inlet. 


Hampton  Roads,  November  39, 1864. 

Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Governor  Buckingham ,  under  your  command, 
to  the  blockade  of  the  Hew  Inlet  entrance  to  Cape  Fear  River,  touching 
at  Beaufort  to  laud  the  mail  aud  passengers. 

You  will  do  duty  as  a  chaser  near  the  bar,  under  the  direction  of  the 
senior  officer  there. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 


David  D.  Porter, 


Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  MacDiarmid, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Governor  Buckingham. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy, 
regarding  money  taken  from  persons  captured  in  the  steamer  Lucy. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  November  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  From  the  roll  of  prisoners  or  persons  captured  in  the  steamer 
Lucy  it  appears  that  the  money  taken  from  them  was  in  some  instances 
sent  to  the  prize  court  and  in  others  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  pay¬ 
master  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.  In  all  cases  it  should  have  been  sent  to  the  court,  with  a 
memorandum  showing  the  amount  taken  from  each  person,  aud  the 
sums  should  be  in  separate  parcels,  with  the  name  of  the  owner  of  each 
parcel,  so  that  the  court  may  be  able  to  distinguish  these  effects,  claimed 
as  personal,  from  the  cargo  of  the  vessel,  and  properly  dispose  of  them. 

Be  pleased  to  give  directions  accordingly  with  regard  to  the  money 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  paymaster  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  which  was 
taken  from  persons  found  on  board  the  Lucy. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sta  tes. 

Navy  Department, 
Washington ,  November  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information  and  guidance,  an 
official  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  issued  on  the  19th 
instant,  opening  the  ports  of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola  to 
commercial  intercourse,  from  and  after  the  1st  of  December  next,  on  the 
conditions  therein  set  forth. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Enclosure.] 

Proclamation  l)\f  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  19th  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-one.  it  was  declared  that  the  ports  of  certain 
States,  including  those  of  Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  Fernan¬ 
dina  and  Pensacola,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  were,  for  reasons  therein 
set  forth,  intended  to  be  placed  under  blockade;  and  whereas  the  said 
ports  were  subsequently  blockaded  accordingly,  but  having  for  some 
time  past  been  in  the  military  possession  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
deemed  advisable  that  they  should  be  opened  to  domestic  and  foreign 

commerce.  ,  _ . 

Now,  therefore,  be  it  known  that  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  1  resident  ot 
the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  authority  in  me  vested  by  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  on  the 18th  of  July,  1861,  enti¬ 
tled  “An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  do  hereby  declare  that  the  blockade  of  the 
said  ports  of  Norfolk,  Fernandina,  and  Pensacola  shall  so  far  cease  and 
determine  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  December  next;  that  commer¬ 
cial  intercourse  with  those  ports,  except  as  to  persons,  things,  and 
information  contraband  of  war,  may  from  that  time  be  carried  on, 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  the  limitation s^and  m  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  regulations  which  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  ot 
the  Treasury,  and  to  such  military  and  naval  regulations  as  are  now 
in  force  or  may  hereafter  be  found  necessary. 

In  witness  whereof  1  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal 

of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed.  . 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  nineteenth  day  of  November,  m 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty- four 
[L-  S,1  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  eighty-ninth. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


[Endorsement.] 


Send  copy  to  General  Meigs,  with  instructions  to 
cargoes  not  contraband  of  war. 


admit  vessels  with 
[D.  D.  Porter.] 
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[Telegram.]  v 

City  Point,  [Va.],  November  30,  1864  — 10  p.  m. 

Southern  papers  show  that  Bragg,  with  a  large  part  of  his  force  has 
gone  to  Georgia. 

If  we  can  get  off  during  his  absence,  we  will  stand  a  good  chance, 
not  only  to  carry  Fort  Fisher,  but  to  take  Wilmington.  The  troops 
will  be  ready  to  start  the  moment  you  are  ready. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant -  General. 

Bear- Admiral  1).  13.  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Loads,  November  30,  1864. 
Gan  start  in  three  days  on  the  original  arrangement  of  12,000  men. 
Will  take  a  little  longer  to  fit  powder  vessel. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point. 


[Telegram.] 


Hampton  Boads,  November  30,  1864. 

I  will  be  up  on  the  2d  December;  would  come  up  sooner,  but  my 
machinery  is  apart.  If  you  are  coming  down,  will  wait  here. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  November  30,  1864. 

(lieceived  11  a.  m.) 

The  French  man-of-war  here  wishes  to  go  up  James  Biver  to  receive 
such  persons  as  want  to  leave  Richmond.  Has  the  Department  any 
objections'?  There  is  no  objection  here. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear -A  dmiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

.  November  30,  1864. 

Is  there  any  objection  to  the  French  sloop  of  war  coming  up  to  City 
Point? 


Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point , 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Va. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Parker, 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  furnish  coal  to  II.  1.  M.  S.  Adonis. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  November  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  French  vessel  of  war  Adonis 
with  coal  and  afford  the  commander  all  the  facilities  in  your  power  for 
accomplishing  her  purpose  in  visiting  the  river. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Frailey,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  coaling  of  vessels. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  30,  1S64. 

Sir:  Proceed  without  delay  to  the  position  marked  on  the  blockade 
chart  and  find  the  Vanderbilt,  Fort  Jackson,  and  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
Tell  the  commanders  of  the  above  vessels  if  they  can  not  coal  off  Beau¬ 
fort  to  proceed  here  without  a  moment’s  delay  and  fill  up  with  coal, 
then  to  proceed  to  the  bars  and  inform  the  officers  there  that  1  want 
them  to  All  up  with  coal  and  be  ready  for  anything;  after  which  you 
will,  if  possible,  go  into  Beaufort  and  fill  up  with  coal  and  ammunition 
and  await  furl  her  orders  there. 

Respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

1  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  November  30,  1864. 

You  will  fill  up  the  three  monitors  with  coal  ( Saugus ,  Canonicus,  and 
Mahopac)  and  have  them  ready  to  come  down  here  without  delay.  Let 
me  know  by  telegraph  and  by  letter  when  they  are  ready  or  will  be 

ready‘  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga ,  Dutch  (rap,  a. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard,  Norfolk,  for  the  immediate  preparation  of  the  United  States 

steamers  Tacony  and  Iosco. 

Confidential.]  Hampton  Roads,  November  30,  1864 

Sir  :  It  is  important  that  the  Tacony  and  Iosco  should  be  ready  for 
sea  in  three  days.  Fish  the  Taconxfs  foremast  temporarily  and  fix  her 
magazine.  Better  put  all  hands  at  work  on  these  vessels  and  let  the 

others  stand. 
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Also  have  tlie  Sassacus  down.  Let  them  till  up  with  coal  before  they 
come  down.  Say  to  Captain  Truxtun  he  can  not  leave. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear -Admiral. 

Captain  John  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Norfolk. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Master  *  Mate 

Vanderbilt ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  30,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  1ST.  C.,  without  delay,  through  the 
canal,  and  deliver  the  accompanying  dispatch  to  Captain  Dove. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  [Aaron]  Vanderbilt, 

U.  S.  S.  Malvern. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Dove,  U.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  double-enders. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  30,  1864. 
Sir  :  Order  all  the  double-enders  at  Beaufort  to  fill  up  with  coal  and 
ammunition  and  remain  there  until  further  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Dove,  U.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt. 

Hampton  Roads,  November  30,  1864. 
Sir:  If  possible,  have  a  vessel  sent  out  to  the  Vanderbilt  and  order 
her  to  proceed  here  at  once. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Naval  Station,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  escape  of  a 

blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  30,  1864. 
Sir:  Last  night  at  about  9  p.  m.  a  blockade  runner  passed  the  port 
and  was  tired  at  by  the  Wilderness  at  a  distance  of  about  200  yards. 
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The  captain  supposed  that  be  struck  her  in  the  wheelhouse.  On  the 
going  down  of  the  sun  a  thick  haze  arose  and  became  a  thick,  fleecy 
fog  for  two  or  three  hours,  making  the  opportunity  very  favorable. 

The  Kansas  arrived  this  morning,  having  coaled.  I  shall  leave 
Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough  in  charge  and  proceed  to  the  point 
designated  by  you  as  my  position,  which  lies  near  the  point  of  Frying 
Pan  Shoals.  It  will  be  very  favorable  to  see  such  vessels  as  endeavor 
to  make  the  land  before  night. 

The  heavy  spars  of  the  Mohican  make  her  visible  and  enable  blockade 
runners  to  avoid  her  after  night.  1  would  suggest  as  probably  the 
most  available  use  of  the  vessel  that  she  should  pursue  such  tracks  as 
you  might  designate,  going  whichever  way  the  wind  was  favorable, 
and  sweeping  in  the  daytime  over  the  greatest  distance  under  sail, 
with  heavy  banked  fires.  Such  blockaders  [blockade  runners]  as  we 
might  find  under  our  lee  in  rough  weather  or  with  a  fresh  breeze  would 
find  escape  difficult  if  made  early  enough  to  give  us  time  to  chase 
before  dark. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DANL.  Ammen, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  transmitting  circular  of  the 

Treasury  Department  regarding  the  opening  of  trade  in  the  sounds  of 

North  Carolina. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  November  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  circular  from 
H.  A.  Risley,  superintending  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  object  is  to  open  trade  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina,  and  now 
that  Plymouth  is  in  our  possession,  a  large  amount  of  cotton  can  be 
got  out  by  purchase.  I  await  the  orders  of  the  Department  before 
permitting  any  traffic  there,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  no  mer¬ 
chandise  of  any  kind  be  allowed  to  be  exchanged  for  the  products  of 
the  country,  but  that  they  must  trade  with  mouey. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Treasury  Department,  November  29,  1864. 

The  President’s  order  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  products  of  insur¬ 
rectionary  States  recites  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
appointed  agents  and  prescribed  regulations,  with  his  approval,  for 
such  purchase  at  Memphis,  Nashville,  New  Orleans,  Pensacola,  1  ort 
Royal,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  Norfolk,  Va.,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 

Congress  of  July  2,  1864,  and  orders: 

1.  That  all  products  moving  or  being  transported  to  such  agent,  from 
the  insurrectionary  States,  under  a  contract  for  its  purchase  by  sub¬ 
agent,  shall  be  free  from  seizure  or  detention  by  any  officer  of  the 
Government. 
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2.  That  persons  having  the  certificate  of  the  purchasing  agent  that 
he  has  contracted  with  them  for  a  certain  quantity  of  cotton  or  other 
products,  to  be  brought  from  specified  localities  and  delivered  to  such 
agent,  shall  have  all  proper  facilities  and  passes  for  himself  and  his 
means  of  transportation  to  go  after  the  products  and  bring  them  through 
the  lines,  and  safe  conduct  of  person  and  property  within  our  lines 
while  the  products  are  moving  or  being  transported  to  the  purchasing 
agent,  and  he  directs  all  military  and  naval  officers  en  route  to  furnish 
proper  facilities,  passes,  and  protection  while  the  products  are  moving 
to  the  purchasing  agent,  and  in  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  persons  who  hold  the  certificate  of  the 
purchasing  agent  that  he  has  bought  and  received  from  them  a  specified 
quantity  of  products,  stating  the  value  thereof,  may  be  permitted  by 
the  military  officers  at  the  place  of  sale  to  take  back  33^  per  cent  of 
the  amount  received  for  products  in  goods  and  merchandise  not  con¬ 
traband  of  war  and  not  prohibited  by  order  of  the  War  Department. 

3.  The  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  Navy  are  directed  to  make  proper 
orders  and  to  give  proper  directions  to  subordinates  in  command  for 
carrying  out  this  order. 

A  copy  of  this  order  I  left  with  General  Shepley.  I  shall  soon  have 
plenty  of  copies  here. 

H.  A.  Bisley, 

Superintending  Special  Agent ,  etc. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Butler,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Bear- Admiral  Porter, 
TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  a  proposed  joint  attack  upon  Rainbo  w  Bluff. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  November  30,  1864. 

Admiral:  Brigadier-General  Wild  will  hand  you  this  note,  and 
brings  also  orders  to  General  Palmer  about  the  matter  of  which  we 
were  speaking.  Please  give  him  an  order,  to  be  transmitted  through 
him  to  the  commander  of  your  naval  forces  in  the  sounds,  to  cooperate 
in  the  fullest  extent  with  General  Palmer  and  to  move  with  all  prompt¬ 
ness  and  celerity.  General  Wild  will  show  you  the  orders,  which  are 
unsealed  for  that  purpose,  which  he  takes  to  General  Palmer.  If  any¬ 
thing  occurs  to  you  which  I  have  not  covered  in  my  instructions,  please 
telegraph  me,  and  I  will  reach  General  Wild  by  telegraph  before  he 
leaves  Fort  Monroe. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benj.  F.  Butler. 

Bear- Admiral  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Janies  River. 


Order  of  Major-General  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Brigadier- General 
Palmer ,  U.  S.  Army,  to  aid  Federal  naval  forces  in  attack  on  Con¬ 
federate  defenses  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  Field,  November  30,  1864. 

General  :  Information  has  got  to  me  that  the  enemy  in  small  force, 
less  than  500  men,  are  fortifying  Bainbow  Bluff,  20  miles  up  the  Boa- 
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noke,  above  Plymouth.  Admiral  Porter  suggests,  upon  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  lie  has  from  the  naval  officer  commanding  those  waters,  that 
a  conjunct  expedition  of  the  Navy  and  Army  would  easily  capture  that 
point  and  hold  it,  and  that  it  is  of  very  great  importance  that  we  should 
do  so.  Therefore  1  propose  that  you  shall  make  the  attempt.  Take 
all  the  forces  that  can  be  spared  in  your  district  which  you  may  deem 
necessary,  and  move  with  great  promptness  while  the  enemy  are  en¬ 
gaged  with  Sherman  in  Georgia  and  with  us  here,  so  that  you  need  not 
fear  reinforcements.  Perhaps,  after  seizing  that  point  you  might,  by 
a  bold  push,  reach  the  ram  at  Halifax.  I  would  suggest  that  you  could 
transport  your  troops  and  supplies  within  0  miles,  and  land  them  below 
the  bluff  and  take  the  enemy  in  the  rear,  but  matters  of  detail  nmst  be 
left  to  your  discretion.  What  I  do  require  is  promptness  of  action, 
and  I  rest  largely  on  that.  I  rest  also  largely  upon  your  energy  and. 
zeal.  You  had  better  give  out  that  your  expedition  is  a  movement  up 
the  Chowan  upon  Weldon.  You  are  surrounded  by  spies,  and  the 
moment  you  start  any  movement  conjecture  will  be  busy  as  to  its  direc¬ 
tion.  Now,  if  you  let  it  be  confidentially  understood  by  a  sufficient 
number  of  persous  that  you  are  going  up  the  Chowan,  that  will  be  sure 
to  get  to  the  enemy.  Brigadier-General  Wild,  who  does  me  the  favor 
to  take  this  to  you,  is  also  charged  with  some  confidential  matters 
which  he  will  state  to  you,  and  in  which  I  trust  you  will  aid  him.  As 
soon  as  this  expedition  is  over  I  propose  to  send  you  a  battalion  of  the 
Sixteenth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery  as  portion  of  your  garrison  at 
New  Berne,  and  take  the  Fifteenth  Connecticut  into  the  field  with  me, 
unless  you  can  state  objections  which  do  not  now  occur  to  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Brigadier-General  I.  N.  Palmer, 

Commanding  District  of  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb , 
U.  S.  Navy,  to  cooperate  in  the  capture  of  Rainbow  Bluff. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads,  December  1,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  without  delay  prepare  to  cooperate  with  General 
Palmer  to  capture  Rainbow  Bluff  and  all  the  enemy’s  munitions  of  war, 
which  must  be  brought  away  or  destroyed,  and  destroy  the  rebel  ram 
at  Halifax.  I  can’t  go  into  details,  but  expect  the  most  perfect  success. 
Positive  orders  go  to  General  Palmer  to-day.  See  him  without  delay 
and  let  the  expedition  get  underway  at  once.  If  you  see  the  orders 
you  will  see  what  I  want.  I  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  *  written  to  General 
Butler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  Plymouth,  N.  C. 


See  page  103. 
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■[Telegram.] 


Fort  Monroe,  December  1 ,  1864. 
(Received  at  Washington  3:  Iff)  p.  m.) 

What  chance  is  there  of  getting  those  tugs'?  We  need  them  much 
now  and  will  need  them  more. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  December  1,  1864. 

When  you  again  engage  Hewlett’s  take  station  at  Signal  Tower, 
where  you  can  see  effect  of  your  fire.  I  had  no  difficulty  in  reaching 
the  battery  with  the  XV-inch  guns. 

David  D.  Porter. 

Commander  Wi.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  5th  Div.,  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Dutch  Gap,  James  Biver. 


Beport  of  Commander  Parlcer ,  IT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  preparation  of 

monitors. 

U.  S.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Dutch  Gap ,  James  Biver,  December  1,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  telegraphic  dispatch  of  this  date  relative  to  the  three 
monitors,  Saugus ,  Canonicus,  and  Mahopac,  was  received  here  at  6:40 
o’clock  a.  m.  to-day.  I  have  to  report  that  the  three  monitors  above 
named  are  ready  for  immediate  service. 

The  dispatch  relating  to  Howlett’s  battery  was  received  at  4:10 
o’clock  p.  m.  and  I  shall  station  myself  at  the  Signal  Tower  to  observe 
the  effect  of  the  fire,  as  you  command. 

We  are  repairing  the  machinery  of  the  Onondaga  and  shall  be  ready 
for  action  in  three  days. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Boads. 


General  Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  officers 
commanding  off  Wilmington  bars. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  December  1,  1864. 
Hereafter  two  regular  naval  officers  will  be  stationed  at  each  bar  off 
Wilmington,  who  will  have  the  sole  control  in  regulating  the  stations 
of  the  different  vessels  stationed  to  guard  the  bars,  and  officers  senior 
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to  them,  going  in  for  shelter  or  coal,  are  not  to  interfere  with  the 
arrangements  which  are  approved  by  me. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Braine  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Young 
are  in  charge  oft  the  Western  Bar,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Wat- 
rnough  and  Lieutenant  Commander  Weaver  are  in  charge  off  New  Inlet. 
These  officers  will  be  held  responsible  for  the  duties  required  of  them. 

The  officers  heretofore  assigned  as  senior  officers  at  the  bars  will 
confine  themselves  to  cruising  and  chasing  on  the  stations  assigned 
them  outside  of  the  bar  line. 

One  of  the  officers  assigned  to  bar  duty  will  always  be  on  the  station, 
and  in  case  it  becomes  necessary  to  send  his  vessel  for  coal  he  must 
transfer  himself  to  another  of  the  bar  blockaders  proper. 

With  proper  attention,  with  the  present  number  of  vessels,  I  deem  it 
a  very  difficult  thing  to  pass  the  blockade. 

Vessels  putting  in  there  for  shelter,  coal,  or  repairs  must  be  careful 
to  take  no  coal  without  consulting  the  officers  in  charge  at  the  bar  to 
know  whether  it  will  render  the  supply  short  for  the  bar  blockaders, 
which  are  the  most  important  vessels.  Officers  in  charge  of  the  bars 
will  send  me  diagrams  constantly,  showing  the  positions  of  the  vessels 
night  and  day. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  to  commanding  officers  to 

prepare  for  immediate  service. 


Hampton  Roads,  December  1 ,  1864. 


Sir:  Use  all  dispatch  to  get  the  Iosco  coaled  and  ready  for  service 
and  report  to  me  here  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Iosco. 

[Same  order  to  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Trnxtun,  John  Lee 
Davis,  and  F.  H.  Baker,  commanding  U.  S.  steamers  lacony ,  Sassacus , 
and  Vicksburg ,  respectively.] 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Olisson,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  money  captured  from  blockade  runners. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  In  all  cases  where  money  is  taken  from  the  prisoners  captured 
on  blockade  runners  it  should  be  sent  to  the  prize  court  where  the  prize 
is  sent  for  adjudication. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  77.  8.  Navy,  of  the  capture  of  the  British 
steamer  Vixen,  December  1,  1864. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship,  Gosport  [Norfolk \,  Navy  Yard,  December  6,  1864. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  British  blockade- 
running  steamer  Vixen  off  Wilmington  on  the  1st  instant  by  the  Rhode 
Island.  As  the  Vixen  is  reported  to  be  leaking  badly,  I  have  ordered 
her  up  here  for  an  examination. 

The  report  of  Commander  Trenchard,  commanding  Rhode  Island, 
together  with  the  prize  list  of  his  vessel,  is  forwarded  to  you  to  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Trenchard,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8. 
Rhode  Island,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Vixen,  December  1, 


1864. 


U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  1st  instant,  at  2 :  30  p.  m., 
latitude  32°  27'  30"  N.,  longitude  78°  07'  W.,  Cape  Fear  bearing  N.,  J 
E.,  83  miles  distant,  a  sail  and  black  smoke  were  made  from  the  mast¬ 
head,  bearing  N.  by  E.  Gave  chase. 

At  3:30  p.  m.  the  vessel  could  be  seen  from  the  deck,  the  wind  at  the 
time  being  moderate  from  the  eastward.  At  4  p.  m.  the  steamer  was 
apparently  dropping  us,  but  at  sunset,  the  wind  freshening  and  the 
weather  squally,  we  appeared  to  be  gaining  on  her.  Soon  afterwards  we 
lost  sight  of  the  vessel,  but  continued  on  our  course  at  the  highest  rate 
of  speed.  Fortunately,  after  a  short  interval,  made  a  light  on  the  last 
bearings  of  the  steamer,  which  we  steered  for,  and  about  7  p.  m.  came 
up  with  her,  and  she  seemed  to  be  broken  down. 

The  vessel  was  boarded  at  once,  and  proved  to  be  the  British  paddle- 
wheel  steamer  Vixen.  She  was  without  register,  log  book,  or  papers, 
with  the  exception  of  a  muster  roll  of  her  crew,  which  was  found  by  the 
boarding  officer,  dated  “November  23,  St.  George,  Bermuda”  (no  year). 
This  paper  has  been  enclosed  to  the  U.  S.  prize  commissioner  at  what¬ 
ever  port  you  may  be  pleased  to  order  her  to  proceed. 

A  temporary  prize  crew  was  put  on  board  and  the  Rhode  Island  laid 
by  the  prize  during  the  night.  The  following  morning  Acting  Master 
Zera  L.  Tanner  was  placed  in  charge  with  a  regular  prize  crew.  Her 
paddle  wheels  being  completely  disabled  from  the  effects  of  the  sea  and 
high  rate  of  speed  to  which  she  had  been  driven  iu  order  to  escape,  and 
it  being  impossible  for  the  prize  to  reach  any  port  so  crippled,  it  was 
necessary  to  take  her  in  tow.  As  it  was  requisite  to  proceed  to  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads  to  coal,  I  deemed  it  expedient  to  bring  the  prize  here. 

The  vessel  leaking  very  badly,  it  was  necessary  to  remove  some  part 
of  her  cargo  to  discover  the  leak,  and  in  doing  so  arms  were  found. 
The  cargo  appeared  to  be  of  an  assorted  character,  as  far  as  known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  duplicate  muster  rolls  of  this  vessel  at 
the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Vixen,  and  state  that  there 
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were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time.  At  the  time  of  the  capture 
Cape  Fear  bore  N.  by  W.  50  miles  distant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  1).  Trenohakd, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Enquiry  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Young  Rover. 

Navy  Department,  December  2,  1864. 
Sir:  Has  the  Department’s  order  to  yon  of  the  25tli  ultimo,  to  send 
the  Young  Rover  to  the  Delaware  Breakwater,  been  executed? 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  2 , 1864. 
Torpedo  boat  at  Baltimore.  Probably  three  or  four  more  vessels  will 
reach  you.  Tugs  bought,  but  will  be  a  month  fitting.  Shall  I  charter 
four,  or  can  you  do  it  there? 

’  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James, 

December  2,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 
(Received  10:30  a.  m.,  December  3.) 

I  have  just  seen  General  Grant.  He  can  only  send  5,000.  He 
depends  upon  the  Louisiana /  she  is  at  the  yard.  Will  you  send  an 

order  to  work  on  her  night  and  day? 

Admiral  Smith  has  ordered  no  night  work.  Wise  better  send  every¬ 
thing  at  once. 


D.  I).  Porter, 
Rear-Admiral ,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Endorsement.] 

December  3,  1864. 

Everything  is  being  done  with  the  utmost  vigor  by  the  Bureau. 

The  moment  the  Baltimore  arrives  she  will  take  on  board  .letters  and 
Rodman,  and,  with  a  barge  in  tow,  loaded  with  about  250  barrels  ot 
powder  and  the  Birney  fluid,  proceed  at  once  to  Norfolk  to  prepare  the 

Louisiana  for  service.  ^  ^  W|ise] 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander 
Parker ,  TT.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  operations  in  the  James  River. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads ,  December  2 ,  1854. 

Sir:  While  I  am  absent  you  will  have  to  depend  on  your  own 
resources  and  not  wait  for  orders  from  me  beyond  those  I  leave  with 
you  for  your  guidance.  When  the  gap  is  open,  if  it  ever  proves  suc¬ 
cessful,  you  will  have  to  be  on  the  alert  for  rams  and  torpedoes  and 
keep  the  lookouts  I  have  directed  to  be  kept  in  a  previous  order. 

The  picket  boats  must  always  be  kept  in  readiness  at  night,  with 
their  torpedoes  ready  for  service,  and  if  an  ironclad  should  come  down 
they  must  destroy  her,  even  if  they  are  all  sunk.  For  this  purpose  you 
must  select  men  of  nerve  to  command  them,  who  will  undertake  any¬ 
thing,  no  matter  how  desperate.  The  picket  boats  should  be  carefully 
used;  steam  should  not  be  kept  up  in  the  daytime,  and  they  should  be 
kept  but  for  one  purpose.  The  locomotive  light  must  be  lit  on  the  bow 
of  the  Onondaga  and  the  torpedo  catcher  fitted  for  a  full  due  and  to  be 
carried  at  all  times. 

Something  must  be  done  up  the  river,  and  I  have  an  idea  that  one  of 
those  rams  can  be  blown  up  by  two  men,  with  cork  jackets  on,  getting 
above  them  or  below  them  and  floating  down  on  them  with  the  current. 
It  was  practiced  on  the  Mississix>pi  on  one  of  our  vessels  there,  and  the 
torpedo  attached  to  the  bow,  but  it  did  not  explode.  Now,  I  propose  a 
long,  light  pole,  30  feet  long,  with  a  torpedo  at  the  end,  supported  at 
10  feet  from  the  end  by  bladders  or  gutta  percha  life-preservers  and  a 
life-preserver  at  the  other  end  to  make  the  spar  float  easy. 

The  men  will  not  be  in  the  least  danger  from  the  explosion,  though 
they  will  likely  be  captured.  They  will  get  their  reward  and  be 
entitled  to  the  full  value  of  the  ram  or  vessel  blown  up.  We  must  run 
great  risks  to  strike  terror  to  an  enemy.  One  of  the  torpedoes  used  in 
picket  boat  No.  4  is  the  only  kind  to  use.  An  assistant  surgeon  in 
your  division  offered  a  plan  of  small  boat  which  1  think  feasible,  but 
the  above  is  more  sure. 

One  vessel  must  be  appointed  to  patrol  the  river,  and  visit  the  light¬ 
houses  every  day,  and  have  things  kept  in  order. 

If  occasion  offers,  cooperate  with  the  Army.  Don’t  be  afraid  of 
expending  ammunition  judiciously.  There  is  plenty  of  it.  Where  you 
can’t  see  the  object  weli,  do  the  firing  by  signal.  Encourage  the  officers 
to  perform  daring  acts.  Though  we  may  sometimes  lose  them  by  capture, 
we  must  not  forget  the  old  saying,  “Nothing  ventured,  nothing  gained.” 
Trusting  to  your  discretion  to  do  all  things  right,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  December  2,  1864 — 1:30  p.  m. 
Tour  dispatch  of  the  30th  November  to  Commander  Wise  has  been 
shown  to  me.  If  General  Grant  moves  12th,  as  originally  intended,  is 
not  the  other  matter  necessarily  void  ? 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy . 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 
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Expedition  to  Pitch  Landing,  December  2-6,  1864. 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  papers. 

U.  S,  S.  Shamrock, 

Dist.  Sounds  North  Carolina ,  off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  9, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  that  on  the  2d  instant  I 
sent  the  Chicopee  up  the  Chowan  River  to  bring  off  some  cotton,  pro¬ 
visions,  and  supplies  held  by  the  rebels,  which  I  had  been  informed 
were  stored  near  Pitch  Landing. 

You  will  perceive  by  Commander  Harrell’s  report,  which  i  enclose, 

that  the  expedition  was  a  very  successful  one. 

My  orders  to  Commander  Harrell  are  herewith  forwarded.  Since  the 
return  of  the  above  expedition  I  have  ordered  the  Chicopee  to  Edenton, 
N  C  and  Sandy  Point,  in  Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina,  to  seize 
another  amount  of  cotton,  which,  from  information  (from  Captain 
Harrell),  I  find  to  be  about  30  bales,  and  which  is  m  his  possession. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  ^  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander  District  of  the  Sounds ,  North  Carolina. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  .  . 

U.  S.  S.  Malvern,  Flagship,  Hampton  Loads,  \  %rg%n%a. 


[Enclosure.] 

LI.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Dist.  Sounds  North  Carolina ,  off  Plymouth,  N.  G.,  December  1, 1864. 
Sir  •  You  will  proceed  up  the  Chowan  River  as  far  as  you  deem  neces¬ 
sary,  capturing  cotton,  cattle,  and  anything  belonging  to  the  enemy, 
if  you  are  fired  upon,  burn  houses  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and,  m 

short,  do  all  you  can  to  annoy  the  enemy. 

After  having  accomplished  this  you  will  return  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  w_  Macome, 

Commandina  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


A.  David  Harrell, 

Commanding  77.  S.  S.  Chicopee. 

I  will  expect  the  Chicopee  to  return  by  the  6tli,  and  Commander 
Harrell  will  report  to  me. 


Report  of  Commander  Harrell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT,  S.  S.  Chicopee. 

IT.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Chowan  Liver ,  [ North  Carolina],  December  5, 1864. 
Sir-  I  have  the  gratification  to  report  that,  availing  myself  of  the 
permission  granted  me  by  yourself  (after  having  received  your  written 
orders )  1  left  Plymouth  on  Friday,  December  2,  and  proceeded  to 
Roanoke  Island,  where  Colonel  Wardrop  very  promptly  placed  a 

detachment  of  soldiers  on  board  under  the  proposed 

Colonel  W.  W.  Clarke  for  the  accomplishment  ot  the  duty  pioposea. 
I  landed  a  detachment  of  sailors  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
TF  A  1  Walker  for  the  purpose  of  cooperation.  The  party  lamle  a 
liHle^above  the  mouth  of  the  Wiekacon  Creek,  with  orders  to  march  to 
Pitch  Landing  that  place  being  9  miles  distant  by  land  and  ->  miles 
bv  water  where  the  rebel  Government,  as  I  was  informed,  had  a  depose- 
tiry  te  oottou  and  army  supplies.  At  the  same  time  I  ordered  the 
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steam  picket  boat  No.  5  to  proceed  up  that  stream,  it  being  impossible 
for  tbe  Chicopee  to  do  so,  it  being  narrow  and  tortuous.  Both  parties 
arrived  without  accident,  and  captured  the  place,  bringing  off  about  85 
bales  of  cotton,  a  quantity  of  cotton  yarn,  together  with  7  prisoners 
and  52  contrabands,  and  burning  and  destroying  the  following  list  of 
property,  viz,  say,  75  barrels  beef,  7,000  pounds  of  tobacco,  5  barrels  of 
molasses,  100  boxes  adamantine  candles  (40  pounds  each),  75  sacks  of 
salt,  1,000  pounds  of  coffee,  10  barrels  crushed  sugar,  300  pairs  of  cotton 
cards,  2,000  blocks  of  cotton  yarn,  45  sets  army  harness,  31  mules,  6 
horses,  10  army  wagons,  250  grain  sacks,  4,000  pounds  of  bacon;  also  a 
quantity  of  pease,  beans,  leather,  shoes,  boots,  clothing,  etc.,  belonging 
to  the  Confederate  Army.  I  was  compelled  to  have  the  horses  and 
mules  killed  because  I  had  no  transportation.  You  will  perceive  that  a 
very  large  amount  of  valuable  property  was  destroyed  ior  the  same 
reason.  I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  whole  affair  was  well  managed  and 
a  perfect  success.  One  soldier  was  (I  fear)  mortally  wounded.  I  feel 
greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Clarke  for  the  energetic  coopera¬ 
tion  which  he  afforded.  Lieutenant  Walker,  the  executive  officer  of  this 
vessel,  commanded  the  sailors  and  performed  his  duty  with  his  usual 
promptness  and  gallantry.  Acting  Ensign  James  A.  Crossman,  Act¬ 
ing  Master’s  Mates  [J.  A.]  Belcher  and  [C.  C.]  Johnson  accompanied 
the  command  and  performed  their  duty  well,  as  J  am  informed.  I 
placed  Mr.  Johnson  in  command  of  a  detatchment  of  marines  on  board 
the  picket  boat.  His  duty  was  particularly  arduous  and  hazardous; 
he  performed  it  to  the  admiration  of  all  hands.  1  am  informed  that 
the  commander  of  the  picket  boat,  Acting  Ensign  [J.  il.j  Chapman, 
performed  his  duty  well  and  gave  entire  satisfaction.  It  only  remains 
to  add,  which  gives  me  great  pleasure,  that  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
G.  L.  Simpson  volunteered  and  accompanied  the  party,  rendering 
timely  service  to  the  wounded. 

I  have  omitted  to  state,  which  I  now  do,  with  great  pleasure,  that  I 
was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Wardrop,  who  gave  me  the  assistance  of 
his  long  experience.  I  enclose  Lieutenant  Walker’s  report.* 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
Commander ,  U.  8.  Wavy. 

Commander  Wm,  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Harrell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chicopee. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina,  December  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  Subsequent  to  my  hasty  report  of  the  5th,  I  have  ascertained 
that  there  were  destroyed  at  Pitch  Landing,  beside  what  has  already 
been  mentioned,  8  o>  sacks  of  salt.  In  the  safe  of  the  rebel  commissary 
was  found  a  quantity  ofCoufederate  money  and  bonds.  The  following 
amount  was  turned  over  to  me:  Confederate  bills,  representing  about 
$1,400;  Confederate  bonds,  representing  $8,000,  which  I  forward  to 
you. 

I  also  omitted  to  state  that  a  valuable  bridge  was  burned.  Our  force 
was  fired  upon  during  their  return,  but  the  rebels  were  soon  driven 
off*  I  herewith  forward  a  quantity  ol  official  and  private  papers  cap¬ 
tured  at  Pitch  Landing,  which  will  throw  a  good  deal  of  light  upon 


Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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the  manner  in  which  the  rebels  receive  their  supplies.  Beef,  pork, 
caudles,  etc.,  were  marked  with  the  United  States  brand,  all  of  wmc  i 

it  is  said  were  received  from  Norfolk,  A  a.' 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  perfect  harmony  existed  between 
the  two  branches  of  the  service  during  the  whole  expedition. 

Several  rebels  were  killed  and  wounded;  the  exact  number  could  not 
be  ascertained. 

A^erv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  William  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Division  Sounds  of  North  Carolina . 


Report  of  Commander  Harrell,  transmitting  Confederate  bills  captured. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  February  24,  4865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  ($1 7,360)  Confederate  bills  and  bonds 
captured  by  this  vessel  at  Bitch  Landing,  N.  C. 

\rery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  A.  D.  Harrell, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington,  IK  C. 


[Endorsement.] 

Have  been  distributed  as  curiosities. 


W[ELLES]. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  TJ.  S.  S.  Chicopee,  Commander  A.  D.  Harrell. 

December  5, 1864.— Off  Eoanoke  Island.  At  4  p.  m.,  having  the  col- 
.  UmitPTi ant  colonel  a  number  of  lieutenants,  with  two  companies  ol 
“t  uUmben“  ^63 each  from  Eoanoke  Island,  on  board  hoisted 
Sf  boate  and  started  up  the  sound.  At  5:  45  passed  out  of  Oroatan 
Sound  Underway  until  11:25  p.  m.,  when  we  anchored  m  the  mouth 

gg  °!>  tie  Wiekacon 

1  i  a  officers  Acting'  Ensign  James  A.  Grossman,  Hr.  Simpson, 

tSssssx  t  “ « 

on  shore  beariDgW^N.  W.  Lookouts  stationed^a8^nsua^  ^  ^ 

Landins  inrned  around  and  came,  back  to  Fishery 
as  far  as  Enire  sLiiaing,  r  contraband.  From 

Landing.  Sent  the -dingey  asl.o re  to  Min*  to  Emre’s 
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were  taken  on  board,  and  a  number  of  horses  and  wagons,  which  were 
destroyed  on  the  bank,  not  being  able  to  carry  them  away.  We  also 
received  on  board  43  contrabands.  Having  everything  on  board,  we 
started  down  the  river  with  torpedo  boat  No.  5  in  tow.  At  5:30  p.  m. 
passed  Fishery  Landing.  At  9  stopped  off  the  mouth  of  Eoauoke 
River;  sent  picket  boat  No.  5  with  dispatches  to  Plymouth.  At  9:30 
steamed  down  the  sound.  List  of  stores  captured  at  Pitch  Landing, 
December  4,  1804:  S5  bales  of  cottou,  l  bale  of  sheeting,  150  bundles 
twist  (5  pounds  each),  24  bundles  twist  (0  pounds  each),  22  stand  arms, 
8  sabers,  1  holster  pistol,  11  cavalry  saddles,  8  sets  complete  mule  har¬ 
ness,  0  horse  collars,  252  pounds  manufactured  tobacco,  2  blankets. 

December  6. — At  12:30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Roanoke  Island  and 
landed  all  the  troops  and  contrabands.  At  2 : 30  p.  m.  three  gentlemen 
came  on  board  with  submarine  diving  apparatus  and  a  calcium  light 
to  go  to  Plymouth.  At  5:30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up 
Croatan  Sound. 

December  7. — At  3:30  p.  m.  anchored  off  Plymouth,  and  made  fast  to 
the  wharf  and  commenced  to  discharge  cotton. 

March  5,  1865. — Lieutenant- Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold  took  com¬ 
mand. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  December  3,  1864. 

(Received  12  p.  in.) 

I  am  just  down  from  the  [Dutch]  Gap.  Telegraphed  you  from  there. 
The  Louisiana  will  be  ready  to-morrow  night,  and  we  are  waiting  for 
the  important  material. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  December  3,  1864 — 12:30  p.  m. 

Your  telegram  to  Mr.  Fox  of  this  a.  m.  received.  Everything  is 
being  done  by  the  Bureau  with  the  utmost  vigor.  The  moment  "the 
Baltimore  arrives  she  will  leave  again  with  Jeffers  and  Rodman  to 
assist  in  fitting  out  the  Louisiana.  The  Str omboli  is  on  her  way  to  you 
with  80  torpedoes  on  board  and  2  of  Beardslee’s  clock  movements.  If 
you  have  not  Beardslee  near  you,  let  me  know. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  of 
Neiv  Inlet ,  regarding  various  affairs  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  Neiv  Inlet ,  December  3 , 1864. 

Admiral  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
communications  ol  November  24,  one  in  reference  to  the  Alabama  being 
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sent  outside.  Slie  is  now  coaling;  on  her  return  I  will  dispatch  her 
immediately  and  send  her  to  the  Cherokee1  s  station. 

The  Moccasin  is  on  the  Western  Bar.  I  will  send  your  order  around 
to  the  senior  officer  of  that  station.  The  Unadilla  and  Buckingham  are 
here;  also  the  Berberry.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Berberry 
reports  himself  as  unlit' for  any  duty.  A  survey  is  now  being  held  on 
him.  There  is  a  deserving  acting  ensign  (Rowntree)  on  board  the 
Howquah ,  well  acquainted  with  the  bar,  who  has  volunteered  tor  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Berberry ,  and  I  will  put  him  on  board,  subject  to  your 
approval.  The  two  additional  tugs  alluded  to  will  give  a  line  force  for 
this  bar.  Two  vessels  have  succeeded  in  getting  in  during  the  last 
week,  owing  chiefly  to  the  misty  weather.  We  are  now  holding  a  fine 
large  side- wheel  steamer  inside;  she  has  been  waiting  three  nights  for 

a  chance  to  run.  ,  .  .  .  , 

General  Orders  53  to  60  and  accompanying  circular  are  m  hand. 
Permit  me  to  express  my  conviction  that  your  general  order  m  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  official  conduct  of  officers  will  have  a  most  beneficial  elteci . 

It  is  already  manifest. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmoitgh, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  I>.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

The  Santiago  de  Cuba  has  just  put  in  and  hoisted  the  senior  officer's 
flag. 


Ueport  of  Commander  Beaumont ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the 
schooner  Mary ,  of  Nassau ,  New  Providence. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

At  Sea ,  Lai,  32°  IP  N.,  Long.  78°  34'  TP.,  December  3,  1864. 

Sir*  I  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  I  fell  in  with  to-day 

at  1  n’m.  and  captured  the  schooner  Mary ,  of  Nassau,  New  I  rovidence, 
bound  from  Dewees’  Inlet,  South  Carolina,  to  Nassau,  ^ew  Providence, 
with  a  cargo  consisting  of  77  bales  of  cotton,  50  boxes  of  tobacco,  1 

barrel  turpentine. 

The  Mary  left  Dewees’  Inlet  on  the  1st  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  0.  Beaumont, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Extract  of  journal  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw,  referring  to  the  capture  of 

the  schooner  Mary. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

At  Sea,  December  3, 1864. 

Saturday _ Weather  cloudy;  wind  southward  and  westward  and 

variable  At  1  a.  m.  sounded  iA  26  fathoms.  Steering  various  courses. 
Several  sails  in  sight.  At  1 : 10  p.  m.  saw  a  suspicious  schooner  steering 
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S.  E.;  steered  for  her  and  fired  a  gun  to  bring  her  to.  Sent  a  boat  on 
board  and  found  her  to  be  the  Mary ,  from  Dewees’  Inlet,  South  Caro¬ 
lina,  bound  to  Nassau  with  cargo  of  cotton  and  tobacco.  Took  charge 
of  her  and  put  prize  crew  on  board  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  S. 
Blake  and  0  men.  Latitude  32°  II'  N.,  longitude  78°  14'  W. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting 
Ensign  Rowntree ,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  perform  blockade  duty  in  command 
of  the  U.  S.  tug  Berberry. 

U.  S.  S.  Kansas, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  December  3 ,  1864.  ' 

Sir:  You  will  assume  command  of  the  tug  Berberry  for  the  present, 
relieving  Acting  Ensign  Griffith.  The  Berberry's  station  is  off  the  bar 
on  a  bearing  of  W.  to  W.  by  N.  from  the  Mound  light.  You  will  hold 
this  position  closely  and  exert  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  any  runners,  and  be  prompt  to  signal  by  rocket  and  guns 
the  attempt  to  run  out  of  any  vessel.  You  are  not  to  chase  from  the 
bar,  but  maintain  your  station.  The  first  necessity  is  to  be  prompt  to 
move  in,  with  the  decline  of  light.  Exercise  every  care  against  ground¬ 
ing;  have  careful  leadsmen  trained  daily  at  giving  exact  soundings. 
You  are  familiar  with  the  bar,  and  I  expect  good  results  from  your 
command. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Acting  Ensign  [Robert  W.]  Rowntree, 

U.  S.  S.  Hoivquah. 


Chasing  ashore ,  December  5,  and  destruction,  December  5,  1864 ,  of  the 

steamer  Ella. 

Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Cape  Fear  Hirer ,  December  4 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  December  2,  at  1  p.  in.,  whilst  lying  close 
inshore  near  White  Point  Swash,  coast  of  South  Carolina,  I  discovered 
a  two-piped,  side-wheel  steamer  coming  in  from  the  southward.  As 
she  did  not  see  me,  I  lay  quiet  until  1 : 40  p.  m.,  by  which  time  she  had 
run  close  inshore  near  Little  River  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  and  bore  N.  E. 
from  me.  I  then  started,  steering  east,  to  intercept  her  and  crowd  her 
on  the  land;  she  immediately  stood  to  the  eastward,  and  I  hoped  to 
compel  her  to  run  for  the  blockaders.  I  made  black  smoke  and  fired 
five  guns  to  attract  cruisers,  without  success.  When  off  Shallotte  Inlet 
she  stood  to  the  southward  and  eastward.  I  chased  upon  that  course 
until  6  p.  in.,  when,  being  near  the  end  of  Prying  Pan  Shoals,  she  sud¬ 
denly  changed  her  course  N.  N.  W.  to  run  up  the  shoal.  I  did  the  same, 
and  at  8 : 20  p.  in.,  being  in  61-  fathoms  water  near  the  blockaders,  I  threw 
up  five  rockets  and  burned  the  night  signal  to  alarm  the  blockaders. 
Having,  as  I  supposed,  put  them  upon  the  alert,  I  stood  offshore  to  84 
fathoms  and  patrolled  until  daylight,  when  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see 
the  runner  ashore  about  1£  miles  S.  by  W.  of  Bald  Head  Point. 
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At  7 : 30  a.  m.  I  went  in  with  other  vessels  to  destroy  her  by  shelling. 
I  had  the  satisfaction  to  strike  her  twice  with  150- pounder  shell  amid¬ 
ships,  and  so  seriously  damaged  her  that  this  morning  (December  4) 
the  rebels  are  firing  at  her  from  five  batteries  and  doing  their  best  to 
finish  what  the  blockaders  commenced. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Li ev  tenant-  Comm  under. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Emma. 

U.  S.  S.  Emma, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  [A.  O'.],  December  3,  1864. 

Sir:  1  respectfully  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

At  5:30  a.  m.,  being  in  my  station  in  3^  fathoms  water  off  the  bar, 
Bald  Head  light  bearing  A.  N.  E.  per  compass,  a  blockade  runner  was 
discovered  from  this  vessel  bearing  E.  by  S.,  close  in  under  the  shore  of 
Smith’s  Island,  and  steering  for  the  bar.  I  immediately  went  ahead  at 
full  speed,  heading  N.  N.  E.  to  cut  her  off  from  the  bar,  at  the  same  time 
throwing  up  one  rocket  to  signal  to  the  vessels  nearer  the  bar.  As 
soon  as  practicable  I  opened  fire  upon  her  from  my  broadside  guns,  the 
runner  being  then  distant  about  700  yards.  At  5 : 40  saw  that  she  was 
turning  round,  and  then  I  immediately  headed  for  her  until  I  got  in  2£ 
fathoms  water,  the  runner  being  then  about  500  yards  distant,  when  I 
altered  my  course  to  the  southward  and  stopped  the  engines.  At  this 
time  I  discovered  she  was  ashore  on  the  south  end  of  Marshall  Shoal. 
I  lowered  a  boat,  armed  and  equipped,  and  ordered  my  executive  offi¬ 
cer,  Acting  Ensign  [Charles]  Zimmerman,  to  board  and  fire  her  at  all 
hazards.  I  was  then  in  2  fathoms  water,  with  a  shoal  bar  between  the 
Emma  and  the  runner,  and  had  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  on  her  from  my 
port  battery.  By  the  time  the  boat  shoved  off  it  had  got  to  be  so  light 
that  our  position  was  plainly  discernible  from  the  shore  batteries,  dis¬ 
tant  about  1,200  yards,  from  which  they  opened  quite  a  lively  fire,  the 
shot  nearly  all  passing  over  us;  also  saw  six  boats  in  the  water  near 
the  runner.  Seeing  that  a  single  boat’s  crew  would  be  exposed  to  immi¬ 
nent  peril,  with  scarce  a  possibility  of  success,  I  reluctantly  recalled 
her  and  moved  off  out  of  range.  At  G:  30  hoisted  my  boat  and  steered 
for  my  day  station. 

The  blockade  runner  is  a  very  long,  low,  side-wheel  steamer,  schooner- 
rigged,  with  two  smokestacks,  one  forward,  the  other  abaft  the  paddle 
box. 

Verv  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  C.  Dunn, 

A  ding  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  D.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Cape  Fear  Fiver ,  December  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant, 
at  about  5 : 30  a.  m.,  the  steamer  Emma  discovered  and  succeeded  in 
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driving  a  large  two-smokestack  steamer  (blockade'  runner),  evidently 
bound  in,  on  shore  on  Marshall  Shoal,  Smith’s  Island.  After  seeing 
her  grounded,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  of  the  Emma,  hav¬ 
ing  reported  the  fact  to  me,  I  directed  the  Britannia,  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Huse,  and  the  Aries,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells, 
to  run  in  and  try  the  range,  and  if  they  found  it  practicable,  to  endeavor 
to  disable  the  vessel  so  as  to  prevent  her  getting  off.  Finding  that  the 
30-pounder  rifle  would  reach  by  the  vessels  keeping  underway  to  avoid 
the  batteries,  and  the  Fequot ,  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  arriving 
about  this  time,  I  moved  all  the  vessels  into  a  position  south  of  the  forts 
and  commenced  firing  upon  her  at  long  range.  I  estimate  that  she  was 
struck  some  forty  times,  the  Fequot,  in  her  second  or  third  Are,  explod¬ 
ing  the  boilers.  After  one  hour’s  ebb,  Lieutenant  Braine  returned  to 
the  squadron.  Seeing  that  the  vessel  was  on  shore,  it  was  decided  that 
we  should  make  the  attempt  to  burn  her  after  dark,  as  she  lay  directly 
under  the  guns  on  Smith’s  Island,  but  owing  to  a  S.  W.  wind,  which 
sent  a  heavy  swell  inshore,  and  consequently  breaking  outside  of  her, 
the  vessel  Avas  obscured  and  we  were  unable  to  attempt  it.  At  daybreak 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Devens,  commanding  the  Tristram  Shandy, 
ran  in  and  sighted  her,  firing  several  projectiles  into  her,  and  from  his 
report  she  is  bilged  and  gone  doAvn  by  the  head.  As  soon  as  boats  can 
approach  her  I  shall  endeavor  to  destroy  her  by  fire.  The  night  expe¬ 
dition  fitted  out  for  last  night’s  services  I  placed  under  charge  of  Act¬ 
ing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Huse,  of  the  Britannia,  with  the  Emma, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  Tristram  Shandy,  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  Devens,  and  Nansemond ,  Acting  Master  Porter,  with  a  boat’s 
crew  an*d  boat  from  each  one  of  the  blockading  fleet,  and  I  only  regret 
to  say  that  the  weather  prevented  them  from  successfully  operating. 

I  would  also  mention  that  the  Chippewa,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Weaver,  and  Enron,  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  rendered  assist¬ 
ance  in  the  forenoon  with  their  Xl-inch  guns,  and  also  furnished  boats 
for  the  night  expedition. 

I  have  only  to  regret  that  this  vessel  could  not  take  her  place  in  the 
destruction  of  this  blockade  runner,  as  her  100-pounder  rifle  has  given 
evidence  of  great  weakness  and  both  pivot  slides  having  been  con¬ 
demned  by  survey  some  time  since,  and  I  am  endeavoring  to  nurse  them 
as  much  as  possible  until  they  are  renewed.  Enclosed  please  find  the 
reports. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron, 

Off  Western  Bar,  December  4,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  morning,  hearing 
firing  in  the  direction  of  the  Western  Bar  entrance,  I  proceeded  to  that 
point  and  found  a  portion  of  the  fleet  firing  at  a  blockade  runner  that 
had  gone  ashore  during  the  night. 
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Opened  fire  witli  the  30-pounder  Parrott,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of 
putting  some  shots  through  her. 

Several  of  the  enemy’s  shots  passed  over  us  without  damage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Huse,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Britannia. 

U.  S.  S.  Britannia, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  North  Carolina ,  December  4 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
expedition  fitted  out  under  my  charge  last  night  to  destroy  the  block¬ 
ade  runner  lying  on  the  shoals  oft’  Smith’s  Island: 

At  moondown  the  Britannia ,  Tristram  Shandy ,  Emma,  and  Nanse- 
unond ,  followed  by  the  tug  Moccasin ,  with  boats  from  the  squadron, 
started  in  for  the  blockade  runner,  her  position  being  judged  from 
bearings  taken  during  the  day,  the  intention  being  for  the  vessels  to 
go  as  near  as  practicable  and  deliver  fire  in  passing,  afterwards  the 
boats  to  come  up  by  signal. 

At  9 :30  p.  m.  the  vessels  advanced  in  the  above  order,  and  all  turned, 
in  12  to  11  feet  water,  without  being  able  to  see  the  ship  ashore,  owing 
to  the  darkness  and  mist. 

At  this  time  the  Emma  came  up  and  hailed,  giving  an  order  from 
Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur  not  to  make  any  attack,  as  the  weather 
was  too  rough. 

Hauled  oft'  into  3  fathoms  water,  when  I  left  the  ship  in  my  gig, 
accompanied  by  a  boat  from  the  Tristram  Shandy ,  under  Acting  Ensign 
[Benjamin]  Wood,  to  ascertain  whether  an  attack  was  practicable  by 
boats.  I  went  into  the  breakers  in  7  feet  water,  but  was  not  able  to 
discover  the  skip. 

Finding  that  the  sea  was  making  and  the  wind  increasing,  I  returned 
with  the  boats  and  passed  within  hail  of  all  the  vessels,  ordering  them 
to  return  to  their  night  stations,  and  giving  orders  to  the  tug  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  boats  to  the  coal  schooner  at  the  buoy  for  the  night. 

At  daylight  discovered  the  vessel  high  up  on  the  shoal,  listed  to 
port  and  settled  by  the  head,  evidently  having  been  seriously  damaged 
by  the  firing  of  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Saml.  Huse, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Devens,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Tristram 

Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  N.  0.,  December  4 ,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  yesterday,  I  followed  the  Bri¬ 
tannia  in  toward  Smith’s  Island  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  block¬ 
ade  runner  on  shore  on  the  S.  E.  end  of  Reeper  Shoal.  At  9:30  p.  m. 
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we  started  in  and  came  around  in  2  fathoms  water,  close  in  to  the  bar. 
Could  see  nothing  of  the  blockade  runner.  Sent  our  third  cutter, 
armed  by  3  officers  and  9  men,  to  the  Britannia.  Remained  m  close  to 
the  bar  in  from  3  to  2 J  fathoms  water  all  night.  At  2  a.  m.  saw  a  pro¬ 
peller  close  in  among  the  breakers;  challenged  her  and  received  no 
answer,  and  before  I  could  see  her  again  she  ran  back  over  the  bar  and 
went  inside.  Weather  very  dark  and  hazy.  At  5  a.  m.  got  the  ship 
in  close  to  the  Reeper  Shoal,  and  had  everything  ready  for  the  purpose 
of  shelling  the  blockade  runner.  At  6:10  a.  m.  saw  her  (we  were  in 
2+  fathoms  water,  and  the  vessel  not  over  60  yards  from  us)  and  com¬ 
menced  firing  on  her.  Saw  several  of  our  shell  strike  hei.  They  weie 
percussion  and  exploded.  As  soon  as  we  were  visible  from  the  shore, 
Fort  r  Battery]  Holmes,  two  batteries  of  Whitworth  guns  and  a  gun 
which  I  think  is  a  32-pounder,  opened  on  us,  their  shot  striking  the 
water  close  to  and  many  going  over  us.  I  kept  this  vessel  in  the  line 
of  the  smoke  of  our  guns  (we  being  directly  to  windward  and  the 
smoke  hanging  close  to  the  water)  while  loading,  and  thus  had  a  chance 
to  change  my  position  and  not  allow  the  batteries  to  get  a  range  on  me. 

At  7  a.  m.  I  withdrew  and  came  out  to  our  day  station,  having 
expended  the  following  number  of  shell:  29  12-pounder  shell,  13  20- 
pounder  shell. 

When  I  came  out  the  vessel  had  gone  down  by  the  bows.  I  am  very 
certain  she  is  cotton  loaded  and  was  running  out  by  the  Marshall  Shoal 
channel.  The  gun  which  I  suppose  to  be  a  32-pounder  is  mounted 
about  2  miles  below  the  Bald  Head  light. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  F.  Deyens, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Yavy, 

Senior  Officer  Present  off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nansemond. 

U.  S.  S.  Nansemond, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  6'.,  December  4,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  3d  instant,  I  reported  to  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Huse,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Britannia, 
to  assist  with  this  vessel  in  the  destruction  of  the  blockade  runner 
ashore  on  Smith’s  Island  Shoals,  and  at  9  p.  m.  proceeded,  in  company 
with  IT.  S.  steamers  Britannia ,  Tristram  Shandy,  and  Emma ,  inshore  on 
a  direct  line  with  the  stranded  steamer,  until  in  2J  fathoms  water,  but 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  weather,  which  was  very  thick,  could  not  see 
her,  and  the  wind  being  fresh  from  southward  made  too  much  sea  for 
small  boats,  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  by  the  senior  officer  to  post¬ 
pone  the  attack,  and  according  to  orders  we  resumed  our  usual  night 
station  off  the  bar,  Bald  Head  light  bearing  E.  to  E.  by  S.,  in  3  fathoms 
water. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Porter, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding . 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  W.  Young,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  Senior  A  aval  Officer  Present. 
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Commendatory  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Norfolk,  December  3,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  you  a  report  of  the  burning  and  destruction  of  the 
blockade  runner  Ella ,  loaded  with  arms  and  ammunition,  and  bound 
into  Wilmington. 

She  was  set  tire  to  under  the  enemy’s  battery  by  Acting  Ensign 
Isaac  S.  Sampson,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Emma.  The  affair  reflects  credit  on 
all  concerned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  trans¬ 
mitting  enclosures. 


U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  N.  December  6 , 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Emma ,  together  with 
that  of  Acting  Ensign  Sampson,  of  same  vessel,  of  the  destruction  of  the 
blockade  runner  Ella ,  which  vessel  was  forced  on  shore  on  the  morning 
of  the  3d  instant. 

By  the  judicious  arrangements  made  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Dunn,  and  the  strict  attention  to  the  same  by  Acting  Ensign  Sampson, 
assisted  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Churchill,  the  expedition 
proved  a  perfect  success,  which  would  probably  not  have  attended  it  if 
more  boats  had  been  employed,  as  the  enemy  were  thrown  off  their 
guard  by  the  interval  allowed  to  intervene  between  her  being  run  on 
shore  and  last  night’s  reconnoissance  and  her  destruction.  The  steamer 
was  evidently  loaded  with  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  and  from  the 
report  of  Acting  Ensign  Sampson  must  be  new.  From  papers  found 
on  board  she  must  have  sailed  from  Nassau  some  time  in  the  latter  part 
of  November.  It  was  satisfactorily  proven  that  the  fire  opened  on  her 
by  the  Britannia ,  Aries ,  Pequot ,  Emma ,  Huron ,  and  Chippewa  after  she 
was  grounded  was  most  effectual  in  placing  her  in  a  condition  which 
rendered  it  impossible  to  get  her  off,  and,  since  she  was  fired,  it  precludes 
the  slightest  chance  of  saving  her  cargo,  except  in  small  portions  and 
in  a  damaged  condition. 

From  the  verbal  report  of  Acting  ATolunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  the 
Ella  is  an  iron  steamer,  the  paddle  boxes  and  masts  being  of  the  same 
material.  I  would  also  state  that  whilst  cruising  on  night 

station  picked  up  a  box  marked  <TL.  C.\  18,  evidently  having  contained 
rifle  shell  of  5J  inches  in  diame  ter,  which  box  must  have  been 

thrown  overboard  from  the  Ella ,  as  a  large  quantity  of  boxes  of  the 
same  description  were  passed  during  the  first  and  mid  watches. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant- Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Emma, 

Off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington,  December  6,  1864. 

Sir:  1  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report  that  being  on  my  station  last 
night  near  the  blockade  runner  driven  ashore  by  this  vessel  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  instant,  and  deeming  the  opportunity  a  favorable 
one  for  attempting  her  destruction,  in  accordance  with  your  suggestions 
of  yesterday,  I  sent  in  a  boat  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Isaac  S. 
Sampson,  with  instructions  to  examine  ber  carefully,  and  if  possible  to 
board  and  set  her  on  fire. 

I  ordered  him  to  take  some  prepared  24-pounder  howitzer  shells  and 
place  them  where  their  explosion  would  cause  the  greatest  damage  to 
her  machinery.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  L.  Churchill 
accompanied  the  expedition  for  that  purpose. 

Enclosed  you  will  please  find  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Sampson, 
which  will  show  how  the  work  was  performed.  I  consider  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  the  steamer  as  very  complete,  as  she  burned  fiercely  for  three 
hours,  the  shells  placed  in  her  machinery  exploding  after  she  had  been 
burning  half  an  lioui\ 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  expedition  com¬ 
mands  my  warmest  approval.  I  enclose  also  the  only  paper  found  on 
board  (a  cargo  receipt),  showing  the  steamer’s  name  to  be  the  Ella.  In 
returning  to  the  ship  the  boat  was  fired  on  by  the  shore  batteries,  but 
no  damage  done. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  C.  Dunn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant-Commander,  Geo.  W.  Young, 

Senior  Officer  off  Western  Bar,  Wilmington,  A.  C. 

r  Subenclosure.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Emma, 

Worth  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  Y.  C.,  December  6, 1864. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  and  detail  relative  to 
burning  the  blockade  steamer  Ella:  After  leaving  the  ship,  about  1:  30 
a.  m.,  I  steered  in  toward  Bald  Head  light,  according  to  your  instruc¬ 
tions  previous  to  leaving  the  ship.  According  to  your  instructions  I 
had  my  oars  muffled.  One  officer,  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
A.  L.  Churchill,  and  six  men,  named  as  follows,  James  Green,  boat¬ 
swain’s  mate;  Charles  Miller,  sailmaker’s  mate;  Peter  Hans,  ordinary 
seaman;  William  Scott,  ordinary  seaman;  Joseph  Fitzpatrick,  lands¬ 
man;  Charles  Chapman,  landsman,  for  good  conduct  throughout  the 
expedition  demand  my  unqualified  commendation.  1  steered  directly 
for  Bald  Head  light  until  in  7  feet  of  water.  I  sighted  the  blockade 
runner  ashore,  I  should  judge,  about  230  yards  from  the  beach.  I  heard 
the  sentries  passing  the  word  on  shore  very  distinctly,  at  same  time 
pulling  cautiously  toward  the  blockade  runner.  Not  seeing  anyone 
on  board  I  went  alongside  under  her  port  bow  (it  being  the  offshore 
side).  I  boarded  her,  leaving  two  men  in  charge  of  the  boat  I  then 
placed  one  on  watch  (my  boat’s  crew  armed  with  cutlasses  and  pistols). 
With  the  others  I  went  toward  the  after  part  of  the  ship.  The  first 
room  I  looked  into  was  the  pilot  house,  being  forward  of  all  houses  on 
deck  (I  having  a  dark  lantern  with  me).  The  next  rooms  were  the  ship’s 
galley  and  storeroom;  there  I  made  preparations  to  light  a  fire,  wetting 
the  fuel  well  with  turpentine,  which  I  took  from  the  Emma  for  that 
occasion.  I  then  proceeded  farther  aft  into  the  room  over  the  engines. 
The  engines  were  two  powerful  oscillating  engines.  I  there  made  ready 
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to  make  another  lire,  wetting  the  fuel  with  turpentine  as  before.  I  then 
proceeded  farther  aft  to  a  mess-room ;  there  I  made  ready  for  another  fire ; 
then  proceeding  farther  aft,  I  came  to  the  captain’s  cabin,  where  I  made 
search  for  papers  to  identify  the  steamer’s  name.  I  found  some  Nassau 
newspapers  and  a  receipt  for  some  cargo  which  had  been  received  on 
board  at  Nassau,  which  receipt  gave  me  the  steamer’s  name  as  EUa. 
The  Ella  was,  I  should  judge,  a  new  steamer  of  above  1,000  tons  burden. 
She  was  a  side-wheel  steamer  with  two  smokestacks  and  two  masts. 
There  were  heavy  boxes  and  barrels  about  the  decks;  what  they  con¬ 
tained  I  was  unable  to  ascertain,  not  daring  to  show  a  light  on  deck. 
I  was  unable  to  get  into  the  ship’s  hold,  it  being  half  full  of  water.  I 
then  caused  some  24-pound  shells  to  be  taken  out  of  my  boat,  which  I 
took  from  the  Emma,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  I  placed  them  as 
near  the  engines  as  possible  (the  fuzes  being  already  cut).  Having  done 
all  in  my  power,  I  deemed  it  prudent  to  light  my  fires  and  make  good 
my  retreat,  which  I  did  as  follows:  I  caused  my  boat’s  crew  to  get  into 
the  boat,  excepting  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  L.  Churchill 
and  one  man,  whom  I  detained  on  board  to  aid  me  in  setting  fire  to  this 
ship.  I  then  repaired  to  the  captain’s  cabin,  and  there  lit  the  first  fire, 
then  into  the  mess-room,  there  lit  the  second  fire,  while  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  Churchill  lit  the  fire  in  the  engine  room.  I  then 
repaired  into  the  ship’s  galley  and  there  lit  the  last  fire;  then,  after 
making  sure  that  she  was  well  fired,  I  ordered  all  the  boat’s  company 
into  the  boat,  and  getting  in  myself  proceeded  out  toward  the  U.  S.  S. 
Emma’s  night  station ;  arrived  on  board  at  4 : 30  a.  m.  At  this  time  the 
sky  was  well  illuminated  by  the  flames  from  the  blockade-running 
steamer  Ella.  At  this  time  there  was  heavy  firing  from  the  batteries 
on  shore  at  Smith’s  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Isaac  S.  Sampson, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  I)ttnn, 

Commanding  II.  >8.  8.  Emma. 

P.  s. — I  took  from  the  blockade  runner  Ella  seven  Enfield  rifles  with 
bayonets  and  one  ship’s  compass. 


[Telegram.] 

December,  1864. 

Steamer  Ella  is  ashore  about  1£  miles  off:  draft  G  feet.  If  she  can 
be  lightened  before  day  the  ship  can  be  saved.  Can  you  send  a  steam¬ 
boat  over?  She  wants  a  guard.  I  have  refused.  Shall  1  comply?  If 
you  send  small  boats  they  will  be  of  service.  Let  them  report  here  and 
I  will  have  a  pilot  ready. 

John  J.  Hedrick, 
Colonel,  Commanding . 

General  Hebert, 

Smithville. 


[Telegram.] 


Smithville,  [December  2,  1864.] 

Use  your  discretion  about  sending  a  guard.  Can  send  you  no  boats. 
No  steamer  can  be  had. 


Captain  Hardeman. 


Colonel  Hedrick. 
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[Telegram.] 

[December  3,  18G4.J 

Send  a  steamer  here  to  take  oft  crew  of  Ella. 

General  Hubert. 

Captain  Hardeman, 

Smithville. 


[Telegram.] 

Bald  Head,  December  3,  [1864] — 10  a.  m. 

The  Ella  is  ashore  miles  from  shore,  opposite  the  Hill  battery  or 
left  of  land  fronts.  She  is  abandoned.  W e  keep  the  enemy  far  ott,  but 
their  shots  reach  the  ship.  She  has  been  struck.  She  can’t  be  saved. 

General  Hebert. 

General  Whiting, 

Wilmington. 


[Telegram.] 


Bald  Head,  December  3 ,  1864 — 11  a.  m. 

The  Ella  is  hulled  and  full  of  water.  She  is  lost.  The  enemy  has 
reached  with  his  shot  to  Colonel  Hedrick’s  house.  He  is  still  tiring 


slowly. 


General  Hebert. 


General  Whiting, 

Wilmington. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  December  4 ,  1864. 
(Received  at  Washington  5:45  p.  m.) 

Can  you  charter  two  tugs  for  me"?  They  will  do  until  1  can  get  the 
others. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  4,  1864. 

Telegram  from  Dutch  Gap  received.  W  ill  charter  a  couple  of  tugs. 
Jeffers  and  Major  Rodman  go  down  to-morrow.  Wise  promises  every- 

thing  quickly.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 


The  Young 


Fort  Monroe,  December  4,  1864. 

(Received  5:45  p.  m.) 


Rover  sailed  three  days  ago. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Ream-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


135 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  December  4,  1864 — 4  p.  m. 
When  can  you  be  ready  with  our  other  experiment?  Captain  Edson, 
ordnance  officer  at  Fort  Monroe,  will  place  ordnance  stores  at  your 
disposal.  Time  is  valuable  from  the  news  we  get. 

B.  F.  Butler, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  December  4, 1864. 
We  are  ready  for  the  150  tons  of  powder. 

Will  you  give  directions  to  have  it  bagged  ready  to  go  on  board? 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  measures  for  keeping  the  James  River  open. 

Hampton  Boads,  December  4,  1864. 

Sir:  The  possibility  is  that  the  James  River  may  be  frozen  over  all 
the  way  down  to  Norfolk.  It  has  happened  before.  As  soon  as  the 
cold  commences  setting  in  severely  you  will  sheathe  the  bows  of  all 
the  vessels  of  your  division  at  least  2  feet  above  water  line  and  extend¬ 
ing  aft  to  the  knuckle,  or  to  the  curve  of  the  bow. 

As  the  ice  begins  forming  you  will  keep  the  vessels  moving  up  and 
down  the  river  breaking  it  up,  and  enabling  the  transports  to  run  at 
all  times.  This  will  be  rather  a  large  operation  for  the  few  vessels  you 
have  in  your  division,  and  you  had,  therefore,  better  call  on  the  army 
authorities.  They  have  a  large  number  of  boats  that  would  be  well 
adapted  for  ice  breaking,  and  they  are  very  much  interested  in  keeping 
the  river  free  of  ice. 

You  must  guard  all  your  vessels,  coal  transports,  etc.,  against  run¬ 
ning  ice.  Sheathe  their  bows,  and  have  them  anchored  in  places  where 
ice  does  not  run,  and  close  to  a  military  station,  where  they  can  not  be 
boarded  by  parties  coming  oft  on  the  ice. 

A  closing  of  the  river  would  be  a  most  serious  matter,  and  you  must 
adopt  every  means  in  time  to  prevent  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  James  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Dove,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  station , 
Beaufort,  N.C.,  regarding  movement  of  vessels  to  and  from  that  place. 

Naval  Station,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  Agreeably  to  your  order  of  the  24th  ultimo  I  begin  the  weekly 
report  of  arrivals  and  departures. 

The  arrivals  were  all  for  coal  and  supplies,  except  the  Rhode  Island 
and  her  prize,  which  stopped  outside  for  the  mails. 
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The  Bolus  is  repaired  and  will  take  in  her  coal  to-morrow. 

The  Alabama  would  have  sailed  yesterday,  but  there  was  not  water 
enough  on  the  bar.  She  will  go  out  this  morning. 

I  am  glad  to  report  an  improved  spirit  in  the  blockaders.  The  Cher¬ 
okee,  for  instance,  took  in  coal  enough  yesterday  by  4  p.  m.  to  go  out 
with  your  order  to  the  Vanderbilt.  Unlortunately,  it  was  low  water  just 
then,  and  she  could  not  cross  the  bar. 

The  Mattabesett  left  for  Hatteras  Inlet  yesterday  morning  at  7,  so 
that  your  order  of  the  30th  detaining  her  did  not  reach  [her]  in  time. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben.t.  M.  Dove, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Truxtun ,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tacony. 


Hampton  Roads,  December  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Tacony  under  your  command  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  N.  C.,  and  await  further  orders  there. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tacony. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Ridgely,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  to  proceed  on  a  cruise  to  Old  Bahama  Channel. 


Hampton  Roads,  December  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  Old  Bahama  Channel  and 
thereabouts  and  see  if  you  can  not  pick  up  some  of  the  rebel  privateers 
now  fitting  out  and  cruising  against  our  commerce. 

You  will  endeavor  to  return  to  Beaufort  as  soon  as  the  12th,  if  cir¬ 
cumstances  will  admit  of  it. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Captain  Daniel  B.  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Shenandoah. 


Capture  of  British  steamer  Armstrong,  December  4,  1864. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 
Gosport  [Norfolk]  Nary  Yard,  December  9, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on  the  4th  instant,  of 
the  British  blockade  running  steamer  Armstrong,  last  from  Wilmington, 
with  a  cargo  of  cotton,  part  of  which  was  thrown  overboard  in  the 
endeavor  to  escape;  133  bales  of  it  were  picked  up  the  next  day.  The 
R.  R.  Cuyler,  Gettysburg,  and  Mackinaw  chased  and  participated  in  the 
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capture  of  tlie  steamer,  and  the  two  tirst  named,  with  the  Montgomery , 
in  the  capture  of  the  cotton  thrown  overboard. 

The  Armstrong  is  a  hue,  new  steamer;  for  a  description  of  her  I 
respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  commanders  of  the  R.  R. 
Guyler  and  Gettysburg ,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lamson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 

At  Sea ,  Lat.  33°  10'  N.,  Long.  75°  10'  W.,  December  4,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  11  a.  m.  to  day,  in  latitude 
32°  38'  1ST.,  longitude  78°  OP  W.,  we  sighted  black  smoke  bearing  N.  N.  E., 
and  soon  made  out  a  blockade  runner  with  a  vessel  in  chase,  which 
prov<  d  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Guyler ,  Commander  Caldwell.  The  chase 
now  changedhis  course  toward  the  Guyler  toavoid  us.  About  11 : 25  a.  m. 
sighted  another  vessel  bearing  W.  N.  W.,  which  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S. 
Mackinaw ,  Commander  Beaumont,  steering  directly  for  this  vessel.  1 
immediately  ran  up  my  ensign  and  numbers,  and  as  the  distance  was 
too  great  to  make  them  out,  tired  a  gun  toward  him  to  let  him  know  I 
was  a  cruiser,  when  he  changed  his  course  toward  the  chase.  At  12 
m.  the  chase  bore  N.  by  E.  ^  E.,  the  Guyler  N.  E.  by  N.,  and  the  Mack¬ 
inaw  W.  by  S.  At  this  time  we  exchanged  numbers  and  signals  with 
the  Mackinaw ,  and  by  12:30  passed  ahead  of  her  and  across  her  bow, 
leaving  her  astern  apparently  at  the  rate  of  \\  to  2  miles  per  hour. 
We  were  now  rapidly  drawing  up  with  the  chase,  which  kept  away  more 
toward  the  Guyler.  Opened  tire  from  the  30-pounder  Parrott,  the  shells 
apparently  falling  near  the  chase;  those  from  the  Guyler  falling  on  both 
sides  of  her.  At  2  p.  m.  the  chase  hove  to.  At  this  time  the  bearings 
and  approximate  distances  of  the  different  vessels  from  the  Gettysburg 
were  as  follows:  Prize,  1ST.  by  E.  |  E.,  3  miles;  R.  R.  Guyler,  N.  E.  J  E. 
2£  miles ;  Machinate,  S.  S.  E.,  3  miles.  The  prize  proved  to  be  the  Arm¬ 
strong,  with  cotton  fromWilmington  to  Nassau ;  she  is  an  iron  side- wheel 
steamer,  230  [feet]  long,  26  feet  beam,  with  four  engines  of  50  horse¬ 
power  each.  The  capture  took  place  in  about  latitude  33°  107  N., 
longitude  78°  10'  W.  During  the  chase  the  Gettysburg  averaged  13£ 
knots  per  hour. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  cotton  picked  up  by  the  U.  S.  steamers 

Gettysburg  and  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 

At  Sea ,  Lat.  at  meridian  32°  54'  N.,  Long,  at  meridian  77°  48'  W ., 

December  5,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  this  day  picked  up  62 
bales  of  cotton  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler,  the  boats 
and  crews  of  the  two  vessels  working  together. 
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This  cotton  is  supposed  to  be  that  thrown  overbodrd  from  the  block¬ 
ade  runner  Armstrong ,  captured  yesterday. 

Commander  Caldwell,  of  the  B.  B.  Cuyler ,  being  the  senior  officer,  has 
taken  charge  of  the  cotton.  No  other  vessel  was  in  signal  distance. 

T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

It.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Caldwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  E.  Cuyler, 

Lat.  (IX  B.)  32°  57'  N,  Long.  77°  53'  W.,  December  4,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  8 : 20  a.  m.,  December  4, 1864, 
in  latitude  32°  20'  N.,  longitude  77°  53'  W.  (by  dead  reckoning),  sighted 
and  gave  chase  to  a  steamer  burning  black  smoke  and  bearing  W.  by  N. 
At  10: 30  a.  m.  the  Gettysburg  hove  in  sight  and  headed  the  runner  off, 
who  changed  her  course  from  W.  S.  W.  to  1ST.  W.,  with  the  intention  of 
doubling  around  this  vessel.  We  changed  our  course  to  cut  her  off,  and 
at  12  had  her  near  enough  to  open  fire  on  her  with  our  rifle  gun.  Sev¬ 
eral  shot  took  effect,  and  one  shell,  passing  through  the  starboard  side, 
exploded  in  the  cabin  and  set  her  on  Are.  At  2  o’clock  p.  m.  the  vessel 
hove  to  and  we  took  possession  of  her,  she  proving  to  be  the  English- 
built  vessel  Armstrong ,  an  iron  steamer  of  about  630  tons  (old  measure¬ 
ment),  built  in  September,  1864.  Length,  232  feet;  beam,  26 £  feet; 
depth,  10£  feet;  four  engines  of  50-horsepower  each.  She  left  Wil¬ 
mington  on  her  second  trip  for  Nassau  iu  company  with  another  runner 
on  the  night  of  the  3d.  She  was  loaded  with  743  bales  of  cotton,  about 
300  of  which  they  report  being  thrown  overboard.  She  had  also  on 
freight  about  $25,000  in  Confederate  scrip.  At  the  time  of  the  capture 
the  prize  bore  N.  W.by  N.,  distant  2  miles,  the  Gettysburg  bearing  S.  W., 
distant  3  miles,  and  in  signal  distance,  and  the  Mackinaw  S.  by  E.,  dis¬ 
tant  6  miles.  The  Mackinaw  hove  in  sight  about  1 1  o’clock  a.  m.,  bearing 
forward  of  the  beam,  but  owing  to  the  greater  speed  of  all  the  other 
vessels,  she  was  nearly  astern  when  the  capture  was  made.  During  the 
chase  the  Cuyler  was  going  13  J  to  13f  knots  per  hour — the  prize  about  13. 

The  Gettysburg  headed  the  prize,  so  that  iu  attempting  to  cross  our 
bows  she  got  into  the  trough  of  the  sea,  rolling  heavily,  and  to  this  fact 
I  attribute  our  early  capture  of  the  vessel. 

The  only  ship’s  paper  found  on  board  was  the  contract  with  the 
builders  for  constructing  the  vessel,  signed  (July  5,  1864)  by  Thos. 
Wingate  &  Co.,  Glasgow. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  />.  G. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Caldwell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler, 

forwarding  prize  lists  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  E.  E.  Cuyler, 
Gosport  Navy  Yard ,  Va.,  December  13, 1864. 
Sir  :  Enclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  prize  lists  of  the 
U.  S.  S.  B.  B.  Cuyler  for  the  capture  of  the  steamer  Armstrong  on 
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December  4,  and  tlie  picking  up  of  two  lots — one  of  62  bales  and  the 
other  of  71  bales — of  cotton  on  December  5,  1864. 

I  have  also  to  add  (having  omitted  it  in  my  previous  report)  that  we 
continued  the  search  for  cotton  on  the  6th  instant  without  success. 

The  Armstrong  cost  in  Glasgow  £35,000  ($175,000). 

I  took  from  the  person  of  the  master  and  purser  $4,400  in  American 
gold,  which  I  sent  under  seal  to  the  judge  of  the  United  States  district 
court  for  the  port  of  New  York,  together  with  the  $25,000  ot  Confed¬ 
erate  bonds  (cotton  bonds). 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  B.  Caldwell, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  /).  C. 


Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Mackinaw,  December  4,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

At  Sea,  December  4, 1864. 

Sunday. — Weather  moderate;  wind  from  the  westward.  At  2  a,  m. 
prize  castoff  and  proceeded  on  her  course  to  Beaufort.  At  9  boarded  the 
brig  Hattie  E.  Wheeler ,  from  Cardenas  for  New  York,  with  cargoof  sugar. 
At  11 : 20  saw  black  smoke  off  port  beam ;  bore  up  for  it,  steering  S.  by  E. 
under  all  sail  and  steam.  At  11:40  discovered  a  long,  white  steamer 
with  two  funnels  to  the  eastward ;  at  the  sametime  made  out  the  steamer 
burning  black  smoke  to  be  the  Gettysburg.  We  kept  gradually  chang¬ 
ing  our  course  up  to  as  high  as  N.  by  A  .,  thus  keeping  the  chase  from 
escaping  to  windward  and  all  the  time  gaining  on  her.  We  fired  sev¬ 
eral  shots  at  her  from  our  forward  rifle,  the  shots  generally  going- 
over  her.  We  discovered  a  sail  to  leeward  of  the  Gettysburg ,  in  chase 
also,  and  firing.  At  1 :  55  p.  m.  the  chase  hove  to  and  stopped  her 
engines,  at  which  time  the  bearings  of  the  vessels  from  each  other  were 
about  as  follows:  The  Gettysburg  about  one  and  one-half  points  off 
starboard  bow;  the  chase  about  three  points  off  starboard  bow,  2  J  miles 
distant,  and  the  E.  R.  Cuyler  three  points  forward  of  starboard  beam,  3 
miles  off.  At  2: 10  stopped  and  sent  a  boat  on  board  the  prize,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Armstrong,  from  Wilmington,  with  cargo  of  cotton, 
bound  to  Nassau.  At  5 : 40  picked  up  two  bales  cotton.  Latitude  32° 
52'  N.,  longitude  78°  12'  W. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  to  attempt  the  capture  of  party  of  Confederates  en  route  to 

Smithfield ,  N.  C. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  December  4, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  received  information  that  a  party  of  65  sailors,  200  bar¬ 
rels  of  powder,  and  a  train  are  going  to  Smithfield.  See  if  you  can  not 
capture  them.  I  think  they  are  going  to  the  ram. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  Plymouth ,  N.  o. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  IS.  Navy,  transmitting  list  of  vessels 
and  their  stations  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  Va.,  December  5,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  semimonthly  list  of  vessels  in 
the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  with  their  commanding’ officers  and  present 
stations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  W ashington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Semimonthly  list  of  vessels  comprising  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  with  their  command¬ 
ing  officers  and  presen  t  station. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  station. 


Agawam . 

Alabama . 

Anemone . 

Alert . 

Atlanta . 

Aries . . . 

Augusta . 

Arietta . 

Albemarle  (hulk)  . . 

Berberry . 

Britannia . 

Banshee . 

Bignonia . 

Belle . 

Bazely  (now  Beta) . 

Brooklyn . 

Canonicus . 

Chicopee . 

Clematis . 

Commodore  Hull . 

Ceres . 

Cherokee . 

Calypso . 

Cambridge . 

Commodore  Barney. . . . 

Colorado . 

Cactus . . 

Commodore  Morris 

Crusader  . 

Commodore  Perry . 

Cuyler,  K.  R . . . 

Chippewa . 

Cohasset . 

Clinton . . . . 

Dumbarton . 

Delaware . 

Dawn . 

Daylight . 

Dictator . 

Dacotah . 

Emma . . . 

Eolus . 

Eutaw . 

Fort  Jackson . 

Florida . 

Fort  Donelson  . . . 

Fahkee . 

Grand  Gulf . 

Gettysburg . . 

Governor  Buckingham 

General  Putnam . 

Granite  . 

Glance . 

Howquah . 

Huron . 

Hunchback . 

H.  Briuker . 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhind . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  Smith . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  C.  Borden . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  J.  Woodward. 

Acting  Master  F.  S.  W ells . . . 

Commander  T.  G.  Corbin . 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove . 


Acting  Ensign  M.  Griffith . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Sami.  Huse . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Garfield . . 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  D.  Roath _ 


Captain  J.  Alden . 

Lieutenant-Commander  Belknap . 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell . . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  D.  Bruner _ 

Acting  Master  F.  Josselyn . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Dennison- 

Acting  Master  F.  D.  Stuart . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Nickels _ 

Acting  Volunteer  LieutenantG.  B.  Livingston. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher . . . 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J.  Evans . 

Acting  Master  E.  G.  Lee . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  P.  Hays . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster . 

Commander  [C.  H.  B.]  Caldwell . 

Lieu  ten  ant-  Commander  W eaver . 

Acting  Ensign  [G.  B.|  Griffin . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  J.  Runnells . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  Brown . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J  ackaway . 

Acting  Master  II.  A.  Phelon. . . 

Commodore  John  Rodgers . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn . 

Acting  Master  W.  0.  Lundt . 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake . 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands . 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  Pickering 
Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb . 


Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  MacDiarmid . . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage . 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  H.  Bolton  . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch . 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge . 

Lieutenant  J.  Fyffe . 

Acting  Ensign  j,  H.  Kerens . 


Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Wilmington. 

James  River. 

Newport  News. 
Wilmington. 

Not  reported. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina 
Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

James  River. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

New  York. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 

James  River. 

York  River. 

James  River. 
Wilmington. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Off  Wilmington 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Not  reported. 

Do. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Wilmington. 

James  River. 
Wilmington. 

Not  reported. 
Wilmington. 

Not  reported. 

Off'  Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Hatteras  Inlet. 

York  River. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 
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Semimonthly  list  of  vessels  comprising  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  with  their  command¬ 
ing  officers  and  present  station — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  station. 


Heliotrope . 

Hoyt . 

Hetzel . 

Harcourt . 

Iosco  . 

Juniata . 

James  Adger . 

I.  N.  Seymour . 

Kansas . 

Keystone  State . 

Lilian . . 

Louisiana . 

Launch  No.  4 . 

Launch  No.  5 . 

Launch  No.  6 . 

Lockwood . 

Lilac . 

Little  Ada . 

Monticello . 

Maumee . 

Mohican . 

Minnesota . 

Mackinaw . 

Massasoit . 

Mount  Vernon . 

Moccasin . 

Mattabesett . 

Montgomery . 

Maratanza . 

Morse . 

Miami . 

Mendota . 

Mount  Washington. . . 

Mystic . 

Monadnock . 

Maliopac . 

Martin  . 

Mercedita . 

Malvern . 

Nyack . 

Nansemond . 

Nereus . . 

Niphon  .... . . . 

New  Ironsides . 

New  Berne . 

Osceola . 

Onondaga . 

Otsego . 

Phlox . 

Powhatan . 

Pequot  . 

Pawtuxet . 

Picket  boats  Nos.  1,2, 
3,  4, 5,  and  6  changed 
to — 

Alpha . 

Beta . 

Gamma . 

Delta . 

Epsilon . 

Zeta . 

Poppy . 

Quaker  City . 

Rhode  Island . 

Release . 

Renshaw . 

Seneca . 

State  of  Georgia . 

Saco . 

Shenandoah  . 

Susquehanna . 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

Stepping  Stones . 

Samuel  Rotan . 

Saugus  . 

Shamrock . 

Sabine . 

Shokokon . 

Sassacus . 

St.  Lawrence . 

Tallapoosa . 


Acting  Ensign  James  N.  Norman 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly - 

Acting  Master  G.  B.  Thompson. . . 


Hampton  Roads. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 


Commander  J.  Guest . 

Captain  W.  R.  Taylor . 

Commander  T.  H.  Patterson . 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough . 

Commander  Rolando . . . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris - 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green . 


Hampton  Roads. 

Do. 

Not  reported. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 
James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Not  reported. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Beaufort. 

Wilmington. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Campbell. . 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jas.  Parker . . 

Commander  D.  Ammen . 

Commodore  J.  Lanman . . 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont . 

Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw . 

Acting  V olunteer  Lieutenant  J .  Tratheu  — 

Acting  Ensign  W.  G.JTpton . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . -  -  -  - . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieut.  Commander  E.  H.  Faucon 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W .  Young . 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  G.  W .  Graves  . . . 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols . 

Actin,  Master  H.  H.  Haynie . 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright . 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott  . . . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J .  M.  Prichett . 

Acting  Ensign  M.  D.  Ames . 

Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Haxtun . 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing . 

Lieutenant-Commander  Newman . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Porter . 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell . 

Acting  Master  E.  Kemble . 

Commodore  W.  Radford  . 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz . 

Commander  W .  A.  Parker  ...  - -  -  - 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold. 

Acting  Ensign  [D.  F.]  O’Brien . 

Commander  J.  F.  Schenck - -  -  -  - . 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Brame . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

James  River. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

Not  reported. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
York  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Baltimore. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

Not  reported. 

Boston. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Supply  steamer. 
Wilmington. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina, 
James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 


Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis - 


Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Boggs  - 


Acting  Ensign  [Wm.]  Clarke - 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer.  ........ 

Commander  [S.D.l  Trenchard  ... 
Acting  Ensign  C.  II-  Beckshotit . 


Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Sicard 


Lieutenant-Commander  J .  G.  Walker  . 

Captain  D.  B.  Ridgelv . 

Commdore  S.  W.  Godon . 

Captain  0.  S.  Glisson . 


Acting  Master  W.  G.  Nutting . 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb  . -  - . 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  B.  Lowry  -  -  -  -  . . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Sheldon. . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J .  L.  Davis . 

Commander  D.  Lynch  ------- . j 

Lieutenant-Commander  DeHaven . 


James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Wilmington. 

Do. 

Beaufort. 

Sounds,  North  Corolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Not  reported. 

Guard  ship,  Hampton  Roaus 
Off  the  Bahamas. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Transferred  to  Potomac  flo 
tilia. 

York  River. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina, 
Norfolk. 

Beaufort. 

N  orfolk . 

Do. 

Boston. 
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Semimonthly  list  of  vessels  comprising  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  with  their  command¬ 
ing  officers  and  present  station — Continued. 


Name  of  vessel. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  station. 


Tnscarora . 

Tristram  Shandy 

Tacony . 

Ticonderoga . 

Unadilla . 

Unit . 

Vanderbilt . 

Victoria . 

Vicksburg . 

Valley  City . 

Vance,  A.  I) _ 

Wabash  . . . . 

Wilderness . 

Wyalusing . 

Whitehead . 

Wyandotte . 

Young  America  . 
Young  Hover .... 

Y  antic . 

Zouave  . 


Commander  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  [Edward  F.]  Devens. . 

Lieutenant-Commander  AY.  T.  Truxtun . 

Captain  C.  Steedman . 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay . 

Acting  Ensign  C.  B.  Parry . 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Moody . 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  H.  Baker . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur . 

Captain  M.  Smith . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  English . 

Acting  Master  G.AV.  Barrett . 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer . 

Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  [Oliver]  Lasher . 


Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris 


Wilmington. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Norfolk,  Va. 
Wilmington. 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Wilmin  gton. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Guard  ship,  Norfolk. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Delaware  Breakwater. 
Wilmington. 

Hampton  Roads. 


Very  respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  December  5,  1864. 

I  am  all  ready  and  shall  call  on  the  ordnance  officer  at  Fort  Monroe 
for  material. 

Beardslee  was  the  man  I  Avanted,  not  Berney.  I  have  found  him. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Dutch  Gap,  Va. 


[Telegram.  | 

Butler’s  Headquarters, 
December  5,  1864 — 11:20  a.  m. 

Please  have  at  once  all  the  powder  of  which  I  spoke  to  you  put  in 
sand  bags  or  dour  sacks  ready  for  shipment.  You  will  see  Admiral 
Porter  on  the  subject.  You  will  get  the  bags  of  the  engineer  depart¬ 
ment  at  Fortress  Monroe.  If  not,  notify  me  by  telegram. 

Ben.t.  F.  Butler, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Captain  Edson. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  5,  1864. 
One  tug  obtained  at  Baltimore,  another  at  Philadelphia,  will  be  sent 
immediately.  Letter  of  introduction  sent,  which,  when  found,  retain 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Graves ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  making  sug¬ 
gestions  after  an  inspection  of  light-houses. 


U.  S.  S.  Miami, 

Aiken's  Landing ,  Va.,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  I  proceeded  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Banker ,  and  inspected  the 
light-houses  in  this  command  and  hereto  append  the  report.* 

The  light  keepers  are  all  supplied  with  copies  of  the  rules  and  regu¬ 
lations  from  the  Light-House  Board.  In  regard  to  means  of  defense, 
I  would  suggest  that  each  light-house  should  be  supplied  with  a  lew 
hand  grenades,  and  repeating  or  breecli-loadiug  rifles,  with  bayonets  to 
beat  off  any  boats  attacking  them;  also  with  some  rockets  to  signalize 
to  the  gunboats  in  case  of  an  attack,  a  plan  of  which  I  append. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  G.  W.  Graves, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Miami. 

Commander  William  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Sguadron. 

[Enclosure.] 

Signals  to  be  used  by  the  keepers  of  light-houses  in  the  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic 

Squadron. 

On  discovery  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  the  light-house  keeper  to 

display  a  blue  rocket.  , 

If  the  enemy  retreat,  or  are  beaten  off,  the  liglit-lioiise  keeper  to  dis¬ 
play  a  red  and  blue  rocket. 

The  above  signals,  when  seen  by  any  gunboat,  to  be  answered  by  a 
white  and  red  rocket. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  Va.,  December  5,  1864. 

(lteceived  9  a.  m.,  December  6.) 

Spuyten  Duyvil  and  launch  No.  6  have  arrived.  Had  to  put  Spuyten 

Duyvil  in  the  dock ;  she  will  be  ready  in  a  day. 

J  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Norfolk ,  December  5,  1864. 

Please  send,  without  delay,  60  more  obstruction  shells,  with  wires  200 
feet  long,  for  tie  Spuyten  Duyvil.  ^ 

Rear-Admiral. 

Rear-Admiral  Gregory, 

United  States  Hotel,  New  York  City,  N.  I . 


Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  District  of  the 
Sounds ,  regarding  various  matters. 

Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina,  December  5, 186*. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let¬ 
ter  of  the  1st  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  General  Butler, 
and  of  two  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  letter  of  the  1st  December,  I  am 
now  on  my  way  to  New  Berne  to  communicate  with  General  Palmer. 
I  left  Plymouth  at  11  o'clock  a.  m.  in  the  army  steamer  John  Farron. 

The  schooner  Mary  Elizabeth  will  be  sent  to  you  to-day  with  three 
IXdnch  Dalilgren  guns  and  some  32-pounders  (captured  at  Plymouth) 
and  their  carriages,  etc.,  and  probably  some  captured  ammunition. 

I  do  not  think  that  the  Commodore  Hull  and  Ceres ,  the  only  two  light- 
draft  "vessels  1  have  in  a  serviceable  condition,  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  your  communication  of  the  1st  instant,  and  I 
i  v  spectfully  request  more  vessels  ot  that  kind.  I  shall,  however  do  mv 
best  as  it  is.  J 

Respectfully,  etc.,  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Commanding  District  Sounds. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  etc. 


Engagement  with  How  leWs  battery ,  December  5  and  6.  1864. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Chief  Engineer  Peake,  U.  S. 

Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

•  ^  l(i(i ship  Malvern,  Gosport  Navy  Yard,  December  8,  1864 • 

Sir.  In  an  engagement  on  the  5th  instant  with  the  monitors  against 
the  enemy  s  batteries  up  the  James,  where  our  fire  was  very  effective 
the  Saugus  was  struck  once  in  the  turret  with  a  solid  Brooke  ride  shot 
which  completely  disabled  the  turret.  The  causes  will  be  explained  in 
a  letter  herewith  enclosed,  which  I  directed  the  chief  engineer  to  write 
for  your  information. 

The  turret  of  the  Saugus  is  one  of  the  best  [turrets]  of  the  ironclads 
with  the  exception  ot  the  plan  of  putting  in  the  bolts. 

We  can  repair  the  vessel  here  if  the  engineer’s  plan  is  adopted  and 
make  her  better  than  ever.  1 

The  Mahopac  was  struck  six  times  without  receiving  any  darnaue. 

Our  tiring  was  very  good,  but  I  have  not  received  Commander  Par¬ 
ker’s  report. 

It  was  fortunate  [that]  the  occurrence  took  place  here  instead  of  at 
Wilmington.  It  is  calculated  that  ten  such  shot  would  destroy  the 
turret,  so  many  bolts  having  been  broken  and  thrown  out  by  one  shot 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

tt  ,,  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

^  Flagship  Mala^ern, 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard ,  December  8 ,  1864 
Sir:  In  the  engagement  of  the  5th  instant  with  Howlett’s  battery 
‘  nd  the  Saugus,  the  latter  was  struck  twice,  once  in  the  side  armor  the 
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other  in  the  turret  by  7-inch  Brooke  rifle  shot,  resulting  in  damages  as 
reported  in  survey  held  on  the  Gth  instant.  On  the  following  day  the 
Mahopac  was  struck  five  times  without  receiving  any  damage,  her 
turret  having  a  number  of  bolts  in  each  sheet  put  in  from  the  outside 
tapering  before  leaving  port,  while  those  of  the  Saugus  were  put  in 
from  the  inside  and  not  filling  the  holes  or  drawing  the  sheets  together 
as  would  be  done  if  put  in  from  the  outside  tapering.  The  third  sheet 
from  outside  of  turret  being  left  larger  than  the  others,  it  was  sup¬ 
posed  in  riveting  bolts  they  would  upset  in  that  place  and  form  a 
shoulder  that  would  prevent  bolts  driving  in,  which  is  not  the  case, 
there  being  no  shoulder  formed  at  that  place. 

From  the  effects  of  this  shot  and  one  received  in  June  last  (of  which 
a  report  was  made),  in  my  opinion,  ten  similar  shots  would  entirely 
loosen  the  sheets  and  render  the  turret  useless. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Peake, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer,  XI.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Fifth  Division. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Dutch  Cap,  James  River,  December  7,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  I  engaged  yesterday  and  the  day  before 
the  batteries  at  Rowlett’s  house  and  opposite  the  anchorage  with  the 
four  monitors.  I  witnessed  the  fight  at  the  foot  of  the  Signal  Tower 
in  obedience  to  your  order. 

The  Mahopac  and  the  Saugus  were  struck  several  times  by  shot  from 
Howlett’s  batteries,  but  none  of  the  crews  were  wounded. 

The  enemy  used  heavy  shot,  apparently  150-pounder  rifle  and  X-inch 
columbiad.  The  damage  done  to  the  monitors  can  be  easily  repaired, 
I  think,  and  they  are  ready  for  immediate  service. 

The  battery  at  Howlett’s  house  affords  an  excellent  opportunity  for 
target  practice,  being  on  a  hill  visible  from  the  ship,  but  the  field  bat¬ 
teries  can  only  be  fired  at  by  signal  from  the  fort  or  Signal  Tower 
opposite  to  the  ship. 

The  fire  from  the  monitors  was  good  and  accurate  generally,  but  we 
were  unable  to  silence  the  enemy ;  that  from  the  Saugus  on  the  5th 
instant  was  particularly  excellent,  eliciting  expressions  of  admiration 
from  the  army  officers  present,  as  her  XV-inch  shot  struck  the  parapet 
and  exploded  inside  the  fort  at  nearly  every  discharge.  I  will  send  on 
the  detailed  report  as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Colhoun,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Saugus. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugus, 

Dutch  Cap,  James  River,  Virginia,  December  6,  1864. 
Sir:  In  the  engagement  on  the  5th  instant  with  Howlett’s  battery 
we  took  position  just  below  the  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Reach,  distant 
N  W  R — VOL  11 - 10 
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from  the  battery  about  2,100  yards.  We  fired  40'10-second  shells, 
nearly  all  of  which  exploded  in  or  over  the  battery.  The  enemy  fired 
at  us  32  shots  from  two  guns,  one  a  X-inch  columbiad,  the  other  a  7-inch 
Brooke  rifle.  We  were  struck  twice  by  the  latter,  once  on  the  turret 
and  once  on  the  side  armor  on  starboard  bow,  just  below  the  surface  of 
the  water.  The  hit  on  the  turret  was  a  severe  one,  breaking  five  of  the 
2-inch  bolts  which  secure  the  base  ring  to  the  turret.  Thirty-six  of 
the  turret  bolts  are  broken  and  forty  others  are  started,  probably  a 
number  of  them  being  fractured.  I  am  satisfied  that  blow  was  not 
more  severe  than  some  received  by  the  Weehawken  when  under  my 
command  off  Charleston,  the  effect  of  which  was  some  eight  or  ten 
bolts  broken,  showing  the  great  superiority  of  the  original  plan  of 
securing  the  turret  plates.  The  shot  which  struck  on  the  side  armor 
did  no  damage. 

To-day  we  fired  at  the  batteries  opposite  Butch  Gap.  As  they  could 
not  be  seen  from  the  Saugus ,  I  directed  the  firing  by  signal  from  Bat¬ 
tery  Sawyer.  The  practice  was  good.  The  enemy  returned  our  fire 
with  a  X-inch  columbiad,  and  used  a  200-pounder  Parrott  against  Bat¬ 
tery  Sawyer. 

We  were  not  struck.  We  expended  23  10-second  shell  and  7 
10-second  shrapnel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMD.  It.  COLHOTJN, 

Commander. 

Commander  Wi.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 


Report  of  Commander  Colhoun,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  practice  with  Howlett’s 

battery. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugus, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  Fiver ,  Virginia.  December  6,  1864. 

Sir:  Herewith  enclosed  is  a  report  of  our  practice  with  Howlett’s 
battery  on  the  5th  instant.  It  is  made  by  request  of  the  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  several  months  since,  previous  to  your  assuming 
command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

I  have  reported  to  Commander  William  A.  Parker,  commanding 
Fifth  Division,  this  engagement  and  the  one  to-day  with  the  batteries 
opposite  Dutch  Gap. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmd.  R.  Colhoun, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.  | 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugus, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  River,  Virginia,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  engagement  to-day  with  How¬ 
lett’s  battery.  We  fired  from  the  two  XV  inch  guns  14.  shells  in 
twenty-seven  and  one-half  minutes,  or  at  the  rate  of  30  per  hour. 

The  estimated  distance  was  2,100  yards,  and  the  elevation  of  the 
guns  7J  degrees.  We  fired  two  points  on  the  starboard  bow,  turning 
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the  turret  after  each  discharge  of  the  guns  ten  points,  or  105  degrees. 
The  aim  was  deliberate  and  the  firing  good,  as  nearly  every  shell 
exploded  in  or  over  the  battery.  Commander  William  A.  Parker,  com¬ 
manding  Fifth  Division,  who  had  a  good  position  on  shore  to  observe, 
said  he  had  not  seen  better  practice.  There  was  so  little  wind  that  the 
smoke  from  No.  1  delayed  the  firing  of  No.  2  gun.  If  there  had  been  a 
breeze,  we  could  have  fired  36  shells  per  hour. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmd.  E.  Colhoun, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  board  of  survey  on  tbe  U.  S.  S.  Saugus. 

IT.  S.  Ironclad  Saugus, 

James  River ,  Virginia ,  December  6 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  to  report  upon  the  nature 
and  extent  of  the  injury  to  the  turret  of  this  vessel,  received  from  a 
shot  fired  from  Howlett’s  battery  on  the  5tli  instant,  would  respectfully 
report:  This  vessel  was  struck  from  a  distance  of  about  2,100  yards  by 
what  appeared  to  have  been  a  solid  wrought-irou  shot  from  aBrooke rifle, 
indenting  the  turret  about  3  inches  and  at  about  20  inches  above  the 
base  ring,  near  the  edge  of  the  sheet.  The  fracture  extended  through 
to  the  edge  of  the  sheet,  with  cracks  of  about  6  inches  in  length,  radi¬ 
ating  from  the  center  of  the  indentation. 

The  inside  sheet  is  bulged  inward  about  2J  inches,  with  two  large 
fractures  clear  through  the  sheet,  one  12  inches  and  the  other  about  20 
inches  in  length. 

Five  of  the  large  2-inch  bolts  are  broken  in  the  base  ring,  while  36 
of  the  turret  bolts  are  broken,  and  40  others  are  started  and  probably 
some  of  them  fractured. 

The  entire  sheet  on  one  edge  is  started  from  the  base  ring  to  top  of 
turret,  and  at  one  spot  is  about  3  inches  out  of  place. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  bolts  they  seem  to  have  been  injured  by 
overheating,  aud  we  attribute  the  large  number  broken  to  the  peculiar 
construction  of  the  turret. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Edmd.  E.  Colhoun, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Alex.  Henderson, 

Chief  Engineer ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
John  L.  Peake, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Wi.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division ,  James  River ,  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Belknap,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Canonicus. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  River ,  Virginia ,  December  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I 
opened  fire  this  afternoon,  in  company  with  the  Mahopac ,  upon  the  line 
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of  rebel  works  extending  across  from  Devil’s  Elbow  to  a  point  on  the 
river  abreast  Farrar’s  Island. 

The  rebel  batteries  could  not  be  seen  from  our  position  in  the  river, 
but  by  your  direction  I  went  on  shore  at  the  signal  station  near  Battery 
Sawyer,  and  directed  the  lire  of  the  two  vessels  by  signal. 

After  the  range  and  direction  had  been  obtained,  the  practice  was 
tolerably  good.  The  distance  was  about  2,300  yards,  and  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  projectiles  from  this  ship  was  21  shells  and  1  cored  shot. 

The  enemy  tired  only  two  guns  in  reply,  their  shells  exploding  over 
and  beyond  Battery  Sawyer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Commander  Wl.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  XI.  S.  S.  Onondaga ,  Fifth  Div.  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Second  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Belknap,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Canonicus. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 

Dutch  Cap,  Janies  River ,  Virginia ,  December  6,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders 
I  moved  up  to  the  obstructions  this  afternoon,  below  Howlett’s  bat¬ 
tery,  and  engaged  that  work  at  a  distance  of  about  2,200  yards. 

I  ceased  firing  from  the  right  gun  at  the  seventh  round,  the  upper 
portion  of  the  outer  plate  of  the  turret  having  been  forced  out  1  inch 
and  8  boltheads  broken  off  by  the  blast  of  the  gun. 

At  the  twenty-fourth  fire,  the  tide  having  become  slack,  I  withdrew 
from  action.  Our  practice  seemed  to  be  very  good.  The  rebel  battery 
replied  spiritedly  to  our  fire,  firing  in  all  41  shot  and  shell;  fortunately 
none  of  them  struck  this  vessel. 

We  expended  24  shells,  10-second  fuze. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga ,  Fifth  Div.  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maliopac. 

G.  S.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 

James  River ,  Virginia ,  December  7,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  this  vessel  moved  up  yesterday,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  order,  to  attack  Howlett’s  battery.  At  2:20  p.  m. 
anchored  on  starboard  beam  of  the  Canonicus ,  estimated  distance  from 
battery  2,100  yards;  opened  with  10  second  shell,  giving  greatest  ele¬ 
vation.  Fired  0  shell  with  partial  success,  50  pounds  of  powder,  carry¬ 
ing  over,  and  35  falling  short.  There  were  two  reasons  for  our  slowness 
of  fire;  we  were  directly  to  leeward  of  the  Canonicus  and  her  smoke 
greatly  troubled  us;  and  the  straps  of  the  shell  gave  way,  so  that  three 
had  to  be  sent  below  after  reaching  the  muzzles  of  the  guns. 

We  were  struck  by  five  projectiles,  one  round  shot  breaking  a  deck- 
plate  over  the  cabin  and  deck  between  the  beams,  striking  the  turret 
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very  nearly  square,  breaking  off  one  boltkead,  starting  plate  in  and 
cracking  it  slightly  outside;  inside,  cracked  plate,  broke  off  one  bolt- 
head,  and  started  upper  fastenings  of  pilaster.  A  rifle  shot  glanced 
from  turret,  struck  the  deck  abeam  of  turret,  breaking  one  turret  bolt- 
head  and  one  on  deck.  A  rifle  shot  struck  the  deck  on  overhang  aft, 
carrying  away  port  warping  chock.  A  round  shot  through  musket 
screen  of  turret.  A  round  shot  passed  half  its  diameter  through  top  of 
musket  screen  and  struck  the  pilot  house  square  a  little  above  its  base, 
break  ng  one  bolthead  off'  outside;  inside,  breaking  off  two  boltheads, 
starting  ten  others,  cracking  inside  plate  badly,  and  forcing  the  point 
opposite  the  point  of  impact  in  very  much. 

The  rifled  projectiles  were,  I  think,  7£  or  8  inches  and  the  round  shot 
10  inches  in  diameter.  The  depth  of  the  indentation  on  turret  of  the 
square  hit  is  l^-6  inches,  that  of  the  pilot  house  is  2J  inches.  The  shot 
striking  fairly  broke  into  many  pieces;  that  against  pilot  house  covered 
turret  with  fragments,  the  largest  weighing  22  pounds  G  ounces,  many 
small  ones  [falling]  through  gratings  into  turret;  that  against  turret 
throwing  fragments  on  board  the  Canonicus.  Shot  struck  all  around 
us  and  a  number  between  the  two  vessels,  lying  so  close  that  at  one 
time  their  sterns  touched.  A  few  minutes  after  3  we  hove  short  and 
backed  down  the  river  to  our  anchorage,  the  Canonicus  having  pre¬ 
ceded  us.  We  are  at  work  repairing  the  deck  plate,  and  I  would  rec¬ 
ommend  that  the  repairs  be  completed  before  the  vessel  is  sent  to  sea, 
as  it  will  make  a  bad  leak. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Bdwd.  E.  Potter, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Office  Southern  Telegraph  Companies, 

Hancock? s,  [December]  5,  1864. 

(Received  December  6.) 

We  have  had  a  lively  fight  at  Dantzler  with  the  ironclads  all  the 
evening. 

The  7-inch  gun  has  been  most  active. 

Struck  the  ironclads  four  or  five  times. 

The  dents  are  apparent  and  men  are  seen  working  on  them.  All  the 
land  and  mortar  batteries  opened.  General  Pickett  asks  that  you  send 
it  as  many  wrought-iron  bolts  as  possible. 

Distance  2,300  yards. 

S.  G.  Leitch, 

[Captain]. 

Commander  J.  M.  Brooke, 

C.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Lieutenant- General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  to  Major-General 
Butler ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  expedition  against  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C. 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Ya.,  December  6,  1864. 

General:  The  first  object  of  the  expedition  under  General  Weitzel 
is  to  close  to  the  enemy  the  port  of  Wilmington.  If  successful  m 
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this,  the  second  will  be  to  capture  Wilmington  itself.  There  are  reason¬ 
able  grounds  to  hope  for  success,  if  advantage  can  be  taken  of  the 
absence  of  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy’s  forces  now  looking  after 
Sherman  in  Georgia.  The  directions  you  have  for  the  numbers  and 
equipment  of  the  expedition  are  all  right,  except  in  the  unimportant 
matter  of  where  they  embark  and  the  amount  of  entrenching  tools  to 
betaken.  The  object  of  the  expedition  will  be  gained  by  effecting  a 
landing  on  the  mainland  between  Cape  Fear  River  and  the  Atlantic 
north  of  the  north  entrance  to  the  river.  Should  sucb  landing  be 
effected  whilst  the  enemy  still  hold  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries 
guarding  the  entrance  to  the  river,  then  the  troops  should  intrench 
themselves,  and  by  cooperating  with  the  Navy  effect  the  reduction  and 
capture  of  those  places.  These  in  our  hands,  the  Navy  could  enter  the 
harbor  and  the  port  of  Wilmington  would  be  sealed.  Should  Fort 
Fisher  and  the  point  of  land  on  which  it  is  built  fall  into  the  hands  of 
our  troops  immediately  on  landing,  then  it  will  be  worth  the  attempt  to 
capture  Wilmington  by  forced  march  and  surprise.  If  time  is  con¬ 
sumed  in  gaining  the  first  object  of  the  expedition,  the  second  will 
become  a  matter  of  after  consideration.  The  details  for  execution  are 
intrusted  to  you  and  the  officer  immediately  in  command  of  the  troops. 
Should  the  troops  under  General  Weitzel  fail  to  effect  a  landing  at  or 
near  Fort  Fisher  they  will  be  returned  to  the  army  operating  against 
Richmond  without  delay. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  James. 


[Telegram.] 

Butler’s  Headquarters,  December  6,  1864. 
What  day  can  we  start  from  the  fortress  ?  I  wish  not  to  keep  troops 
on  board  transports  a  day  longer  than  possible,  as  it  will  take  some 
days  to  reach  Savannah  anyway.  Is  there  anything  I  can  aid  you  in? 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Major-  General  Command 

Admiral  Porter. 


[Telegram.] 

Gosport  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  6 ,  1864. 

Your  telegram  is  received.  The  vessels  to  carry  the  ammunition 
will  be  ready  in  the  morning,  completely  fitted. 

The  ordnance  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe  is  doing  everything  he  can 
to  expedite  matters.  Most  of  our  ammunition  is  here  and  will  com¬ 
mence  loading  up  to-morrow. 

I  will  report  progress  to-morrow  evening  so  that  you  can  make  your 
calculations  when  to  embark. 

I  think  I  can,  by  to-morrow,  tell  you  within  an  hour  when  we  can  be 
ready.  We  are  ready  in  every  other  respect. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Dutch  Gap,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

Gosport  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  6, 1864. 
Keep  the  three  monitors  ready  to  move  down  at  a  moment’s  notice. 
See  that  each  has  her  pilot  to  bring  them  as  far  as  the  roads. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Commander  "W.  A.  Parker, 

Comg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department ,  Washington  City ,  December  6,  1864 — 3:30  p.  m. 

A  torpedo  apparatus  and  i?0  torpedoes  have  this  day  been  forwarded 
from  the  ordnance  yard  here  by  an  army  transport  to  the  care  of  the 
senior  officer  at  Fortress  Monroe. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Commander  D.  Lynch, 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lawrence ,  off  Norfolk ,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Young ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Maratanza ,  regarding  the  escape  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Of  Western  Bar ,  Cape  Fear  River ,  December  6',  1864. 

Sir  :  This  morning  between  1  and  2  o’clock  I  distinguished  the  noise 
of  paddles  of  a  side-wheel  steamer  running  evidently  for  the  bar,  and 
apparently  coming  from  the  southward;  in  a  few  momeitts  made  a 
white  object  a  little  on  port  bow;  challenged  her  by  light  and  Coston 
signal,  but  receiving  no  answer  (as  soon  as  I  could  get  the  ship’s  head 
payed  off  to  port),  1  fired  at  the  steamer,  who  doubled  across  our  bow 
and  started  at  full  speed  to  the  northward  and  westward.  1  fired  three 
times  at  her  and  also  sent  up  rockets  indicating  the  direction  taken  by 
the  steamer,  but  as  the  haze  lay  close  to  the  water,  lost  sight  of  her  in 
a  very  short  time.  I  would  remark  that  the  night  was  very  smoky,  and 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  noise  of  her  wheels  she  could  have  passed 
through  the  fleet  undiscovered. 

I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  vessel  ran  in  to  Fort  Caswell  a  short 
time  afterwards,  as  the  officer  of  the  boat  who  fired  the  steamer  Ella 
heard  a  vessel  blowing  off  steam  inside  the  bar  about  4  o’clock. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Bear- Admiral  Dvvid  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  of  his  return  from  New  Berne 
after  interview  with  General  Palmer ,  U.  8.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Pamlico  Sound ,  North  Carolina ,  December  6 ,  1864. 

-  Admiral  :  As  I  informed  you  in  my  No.  55,  I  started  for  New  Berne 
on  the  5th  instant  to  have  an  interview  with  General  Palmer,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  letter  of  the  1st  December. 

I  have  seen  the  general  and  am  now  on  my  way  back  to  Plymouth, 
having  ordered  the  Commodore  Hull  and  Ceres  up  also. 

5V  Idle  at  New  Berne  I  saw  the  Valley  City ,  which  vessel  had  been 
delayed  there  by  some  disarrangement  of  her  pump,  and  I  ordered  her 
to  proceed  to  Plymouth  also  to  take  part  in  the  coming  attack.  Hop¬ 
ing  that  my  reasons  may  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  detaining  the  Valley 
City, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Commanding  District  Sounds. 
Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Sheer ,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  Norfolk  custom¬ 
house. 

TJ.  S.  Guard  Vessel  Wyandotte, 
Elizabeth  River,  Virginia,  December  7, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  custom-house  at  Nor¬ 
folk  was  opened  to-day  for  commercial  business,  and  that  vessels  are 
passing  out  under  a  clearance  paper  signed  by  J.  H.  Hudson,  collector 

ot  the  port,  and  without  the  proper  military  passes  heretofore  required. 

The  custom-house  authorities  inform  the  captains  of  vessels  that  the 
guard  ships  have  no  further  right  to  interfere  with  their  free  passage 
in  and  out  of  this  port.  As  my  orders  require  me  to  forward  with  my 
return  the  passes  by  which  the  vessels  are  passed,  I  am  at  a  loss  how 
to  proceed  under  the  new  regulations.  I  therefore  respectfully  ask  for 
instructions  regarding  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  W.  Sheer, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding . 

Commander  Edwd.  T.  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  James  River. 


Order  of  Rear-  Admiral  Porter  U.  S.  Jfavy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Leonard, 
U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Craney  Island  anchorage  for  powder. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  7, 1864. 

T°Ui  Wlll  command  of  the  Louisiana,  and  as  soon  as  she  is 
ready  take  her  to  the  anchorage  at  Craney  Island,  anchoring  her  well 
out  of  the  channel  and  in  an  unfrequented  place.  Whilst  you  are 
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engaged  taking  powder  on  board  you  will  have  no  fire  of  any  descrip¬ 
tion  whatever  on  board,  and  you  must  get  your  meals  cooked  on  board 
the  nearest  hulk  to  you. 

Take  every  precaution  to  prevent  fire.  Allow  no  unauthorized  per¬ 
sons  to  come  on  board.  Wet  the  decks  frequently.  Take  great  care 
that  your  men  have  no  opportunity  to  get  drunk,  and  adopt  such  pre¬ 
cautions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  vessel. 

Ask  and  obtain  of  Captain  Lynch  a  revolver  for  each  of  the  officers, 
which  you  will  return  as  soon  as  you  are  relieved  from  the  vessel. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Acting  Ensign  Geo.  Leonard,  II.  S.  Navy, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Nary,  to  Commander 

Parker,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  measures  of  protection  in  James  River. 

Gosport  [Norfolk]  Navy  Yard,  December  7, 1864. 

Sir:  The  burning  of  vessels  by  the  rebels  along  the  James  River 
threatens  to  become  a  serious  thing  unless  checked,  and  you  must 
immediately  take  steps  to  put  a  stop  to  it.  The  rebels  started  a  party 
of  GO  sailors  and  10  cart  loads  of  powder  to  a  place  called  Smithfield  a 
few  days  ago,  and  it  is  without  doubt  their  intention  to  seize  upon  some 
vessels,  load  them  with  powder  and  attempt  to  blow  up  some  of  our 
vessels!  I  telegraphed  you  to  send  two  vessels  there  at  once,  but  send 
them  under  the  command  of  a  vigilant  naval  officer.  At  night  keep 
one  stationed  opposite  Ragan  Creek  with  her  lights  out  and  out  of  the 
way  of  vessels  coming  down  the  channel.  At  night,  when  the  weather 
will  permit,  send  out  guard  boats  with  muffled  oars,  well  armed,  and  in 
charge  of  an  officer  to  be  relied  on.  The  boats  will  lie  quietly  close  in 
with  the  land  and  keep  a  good  lookout  for  boats  putting  off  from  shore. 
Let  them  get  outside  of  the  guard  boats,  and  then  give  chase  to  and 
capture  them  at  all  hazards.  These  marauders  ere  nothing  more  than 
pirates  and  it  matters  little  how  they  are  dealt  with. 

There  is  but  little  need  of  vessels  now  at  Dutch  Gap.  The  Mendota , 
Commodore  Perry ,  Henry  Drinker ,  and  Western  World  can  all  be  spared 
to  patrol  between  the  points  of  Nansemond  River  and  Lawn’s  Creek, 
above  the  Point  of  Shoals.  You  must  direct  their  officers  to  destroy 
every  boat  they  see  or  hear  of  along  the  river,  but  never  to  land  except 
in  strong  force  and  armed,  and  under  the  guns  of  their  vessels. 

Whenever  any  commander  finds  a  vessel  anchored  close  inshore,  he 
may  depend  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the  rebels  or 
trafficking.  Such  vessels  must  be  detained  and  made  to  give  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  account  of  themselves. 

You  must  give  the  light  houses  at  White  Shoal  and  Point  of  Shoals 
a  careful  protection,  and  generally  go  there  at  night,  avoiding  them  in 
the  daytime  except  to  examine  them. 

When  small  vessels  are  found  lying  in  the  river  in  calms  and  not 
under  protection,  take  them  in  tow  and  keep  them  anchored  near  you 
for  the  night.  If  there  are  three  or  four,  tow  them  all  until  you  get  a 
number  together  and  then  protect  them. 

It  may  look  like  a  want  of  watchfulness  on  the  part  of  the  Navy  if 
these  vessels  are  destroyed,  and  I  require  the  greatest  vigilance  night 
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and  day,  and  that  the  gunboats  move  up  and  down  guarding  vessels  at 
anchor  or  underway.  When  there  is  any  appearance  of  rebels  along 
the  shore,  or  a  likelihood  of  their  being  there,  shell  the  place  well. 

You  will  have  to  deal  rigidly  with  vessels  placing  themselves  in  dan¬ 
ger,  for  the  chances  are  they  do  it  purposely. 

Whenever  a  vessel’s  light  is  seen  anchored  in  the  channel  way  at 
night  go  to  her,  make  her  haul  out  of  the  channel  into  such  water  as 
she  will  be  safe  in,  and  put  out  her  light,  keeping  one  ready  lit  in  a 
bucket  to  show  to  a  passing  vessel. 

Caution  the  transports  to  keep  an  armed  watch  on  deck,  and  allow 
no  boats  to  approach  them.  Kevei  seud  your  boats  to  board  a  vessel 
at  night  unless  the  gunboat  is  close  by  and  can  be  seen  by  the  people 
on  board  the  vessel  to  be  boarded. 

Establish  a  system  of  passwords  for  your  boats,  changing  them  every 
night.  This  will  prevent  mistakes. 

Whatever  may  be  desirable  to  guard  the  river  and  prevent  these 
depredations  you  will  do  without  further  orders  from  me,  and  hold 
every  officer  to  a  strict  accountability  for  inattention  to  orders. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  James  River. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough,  TI.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
destruction  of  a  blockade  runner  off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


IT.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Off  N etc  Inlet ,  December  7,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  engine  and  boilers  of  the  tug 
Clematis  have  been  condemned  to  extensive  repairs.  I  have  ordered 
her  to  Hampton  Eoads. 

The  Moccasin  has  arrived  here  and  will  take  her  place  at  the  bar. 

This  morning  at  daylight  a  runner  was  discovered  on  shore  on  the 
outer  edge  of  the  Caroline  Shoal,  about  E.  S.  E.  from  the  Mound.  I 
stood  in  for  her,  accompanied  by  the  Maumee,  Monticello ,  and  Bucking¬ 
ham,  the  tugs  in  attendance,  and  opened  fire  at  long  range.  I  can  not 
say  what  damage  we  did  her,  but  iu  an  hour’s  deliberate  firing  think 
she  was  struck.  Her  people  were  seen  leaving  in  boats  after  the  first 
few  guns,  our  shot  and  shell  falling  around  and  near  the  vessel.  The 
fire  was  returned  by  the  Mound,  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  numerous  con¬ 
necting  and  masked  batteries,  but  with  no  results,  as,  with  the  excep¬ 
tions  ot  a  few  rifle  shots, allfell  short.  Iceased firing  when  indicationsof 
wind  from  the  southward  and  a  rising  sea  promised  to  effect  the  destruc¬ 
tion.  one  now  presents  the  appearance  of  having  been  bilged.  The  sea 
is  making  a  clean  breach  over  her.  When  the  weather  permits  we  will 
endeavor  to  finish  her.  Our  picket  boats  and  tugs  saw  nothing  of  her. 

u  6iS  ?  l°ng’  ^n’-  doiuble' stack  runner.  The  large,  fine  steamer  before 
alluded  to  is  still  in,  having  made  one  attempt  to  getout,  but  returned  to 
gi  ounclon  the  beach  under  Fort  Fisher.  Since  my  last  I  sent  in  four  boats 
born  this  vessel,  the  Maumee ,  Monticello,  and  Howquah,  to  capture  and 
destroy  her  at  her  anchorage  just  this  side  of  the  Eip,  but  as  the  boats 
entered  over  the  bar  several  of  the  officers  in  the  boats  saw  a  steamer 
passing  the  lights  toward  the  Swash  Channel.  They  continued  on 
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however,  until  they  turned  inside  Caroline  Shoal,  and  it  was  a  fortunate 
circumstance,  for  instantly  afterwards  the  forts  and  batteries  opened  a 
very  heavy  tire  of  shell,  etc.,  on  the  bar.  The  officer  commanding,  Act¬ 
ing-  Master  [Samuel]  Hall,  of  this  vessel,  deeming  their  expedition  dis¬ 
covered,  and  having  seen  their  prey,  as  was  supposed,  leaving  by  the 
other  channel  to  the  northward,  returned  after  the  firing  ceased.  No 
steamer  is  known  by  bar  vessels  to  have  gone  out  that  night,  and  day¬ 
light  showed  her  still  at  anchor.  My  opinion  is  she  moved  down  close 
under  Fort  Fisher  after  dark  and  returned  before  daylight  to  her 
anchorage,  for  two  mornings  afterwards  we  discovered  her  there  and  her 
bow  on  the  beach,  but  on  our  moving  in  to  examine  her  she  backed  off 
and  retired  to  the  Eips,  where  she  still  is. 

L  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pendleton  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  December  8 ,  1864. 

Miami  has  been  ordered  to  City  Point.  Three  gunboats  to  patrol  the 
river  between  Pagan  Creek,  Ragged  Island  Creek,  and  Point  of  Rocks. 
All  the  vessels  will  row  guard  at  night,  and  every  precaution  taken  to 
prevent  surprise. 

There  are  now  65  rebel  sailors,  with  10  cart-loads  of  powder,  at  Smith- 
field,  on  or  near  Pagan  Creek.  They  came  from  Richmond  around  by 
Franklin.  These  are  the  men  doing  the  damage. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral. 

Lieutenant-General  IT.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point ,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy ,  responding  to  telegraphic 
orders  regarding  precautions  against  surprise. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 

Aiken’s  Landing,  below  Dutch  Gap,  James  River, 

December  8, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegram, 
dated  Norfolk,  December  8,  which  was  received  by  me  at  3:30  o’clock 
p.  m.  It  reads  as  follows: 

Send  the  two  monitors  Mahopao  and  Canonicus  down  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia, 
at  once.  Station  the  Mendola  at  C  ity  Point. 

D.  D.  Porter. 


A  second  dispatch  was  received  at  4:  30  p.  m.,  as  follows: 

Go  down  the  river  yourself  and  give  the  commanders  of  all  the  vessels  orders  to 
he  on  the  alert  and  to  row  guard  along  the  shore ;  also  to  shift  their  positions  alter 
dark  and  to  lie  somewhere  where  they  show  no  lights.  Arm  the  tugs  and  keep  them 
natrollinc  Order  the  commander  ot  the  Miami  to  have  all  his  boats  out  and  row 
iruard  about  City  Point.  Let  me  know  by  telegraph  what  has  been  done,  and  send 
full  reports  by  mail.  Sond  the  Miami  to  City  Point  instead  ot  the  Mendota,  as  ordered 
by  telegraph  this  morning.  D  D< 

Rear-Admiral. 
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In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  three  monitors  are  at  City  Point;  also 
the  Miami  and  Mendota.  I  have  ordered  the  Mahopac  and  Canonicus  to 
Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  I  have  removed  all  the  vessels  below  Dutch 
Gap  to  Aiken’s  Landing.  I  shall  go  down  the  river  to  visit  the  differ¬ 
ent  vessels  and  put  them  on  the  alert,  as  you  direct.  I  ordered  the 
Miami  down  on  the  6th  iustant  to  City  Point,  as  I  thought  that  the 
Government  property  was  unsafe  without  a  proper  guard.  The  Mendota 
went  to  City  Point  this  morning  to  make  the  ordnance  inspection  of  the 
different  vessels  in  the  river  and  the  ordnance  vessels  at  City  Point.  1 
shall  order  the  Mendota  to  return  to  Aiken’s  Landing,  below  Dutch  Gap. 
The  rebel  rams  came  down  the  river  last  evening  to  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  above  Fort  Brady,  but  made  no  attempt  to  pass  it.  All  the 
field  batteries  near  Dutch  Gap  were  manned  yesterday  afternoon.  I 
sent  two  gunboats  to  patrol  the  river  last  night,  viz,  the  Hunchback  and 
the  Daylight. 

Respectfully,  yours,  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  December  8 ,  1864. 

Don’t  let  any  of  the  vessels  fire  at  the  Howlett  battery,  and  keep 
them  all  out  of  fire  until  further  orders. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga,  James  River,  Dutch  Cap,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy ,  responding  to  telegram  forbid¬ 
ding  the  firing  from  the  vessels  upon  Howl  eft’s  battery. 


U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 

Dutch  Gap,  James  River,  December  8,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  telegraphic 
dispatch,  dated  Portsmouth,  |  V  a.],  December  8,  which  was  received  on 
board  this  vessel  at  1 : 45  o’clock  p.  m.,  and  the  reply  sent  back  imme¬ 
diately.  It  reads  as  follows: 

Don’t  let  any  of  the  vessels  tire  at  the  Howlett  battery.  Keep  them  all  out  of  tire 
till  further  orders. 

D.  D.  Porter. 


In  consequence  I  shall  remove  this  vessel  below  Dutch  Gap,  and  all 
others  except  the  picket  boats  at  night. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 


Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter 
Commanding  North 


Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy , 
to  provide  accommodations  for  Major  Casey ,  U.  S.  Army ,  witnessing 
the  attach  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

Navy  Department,  December  8 ,  1864. 
Sir:  Afford  Major  Casey  sucli  information  and  facilities  as  will  aid 
him  in  carrrying  out  the  enterprise  intrusted  to  him,  and  provide  him 
with  such  accommodations  on  hoard  of  one  of  the  vessels  of  your 
squadron  as  comport  with  his  rank  in  the  Army. 

Very  respectfully,  etc. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Beaumont ,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition 

of  prize  cotton. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  8,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  inform  the  Department  that  I  have  to  day  shipped 
in  the  supply  steamer  Neic  Berne  and  sent  to  New  York  for  adjudica¬ 
tion  27  bales  of  cotton,  picked  up  at  sea  by  this  vessel  while  cruising  on 
the  4th  and  5th  instant. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant  Miot ,  Imperial  French  A  dvy,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  courtesies  received. 

[Translation] 

On  Board  the  Adonis,  December  9, 1864. 

Admiral  :  My  stay  at  Bermuda  Hundred  having  to  be  prolonged  foi 
a  fortnight,  I  have  not  thought  it  advisable  to  keep  any  longer  the  pilot, 
Mr.  Nelson,  whom  you  have  kindly  offered  me. 

I  have  had  nothing  but  satisfaction  in  my  relations  with  Mr.  Nelson, 
and  I  desire,  as  far  as  is  permissible,  to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  his  discre¬ 
tion,  his  conduct,  and  his  ability  as  a  pilot. 

I  respectfully  beg  you  also,  admiral,  to  receive  my  warmest  thanks 
for  the  thoughtful  and  gracious  kindness  that  I  have  received  from  you 
on  this  occasion,  and  I  hasten  to  seize  this  opportunity  to  renew  to  you, 
admiral,  the  assurance  of  my  most  respectful  sentiments. 

Ede.  [Paul  Emile]  Miot, 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  French  Navy,  Commanding  the  Adonis. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  A etmg  Gunner  Peters , 
II.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Norfolk,  December  9,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  through  the  canal,  and 
report  to  Commander  B.  M.  Dove,  commanding  naval  station  at  that 
place. 

Kespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Gunner  Herman  Peters, 

Commanding  Picket  Launch  No.  6. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  If.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  purchase  of 

the  U.  8.  8.  Theta, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern ,  Gosport  Navy  Yard,  December  9,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  I  have  completed  the  purchase 
of  the  tug  John  T.  Jenkins  and  propose  to  name  her  Theta,  the  next  on 
the  list  of  the  Greek  alphabet  of  those  already  purchased. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Harrell,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Chicopee, 
of  the  capture  of  property  at  Edenton,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Albemarle  Sound,  North  Carolina ,  December  9,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  8th 
instant  I  visited  Edenton  and  sent  a  party  of  armed  sailors  and  marines 
from  this  vessel  and  the  Valley  City  on  shore,  under  the  commaud  of 
Lieutenant  Walker  and  Acting  Master  Brooks,  commander  of  the  last- 
named  vessel.  The  persons  whom  you  ordered  seized,  to  wit,  George 
W.  Parrish,  Joseph  A.  Woodward,  J.  W.  Poole,  could  not  be  found 
Their  houses  were  examined  and  all  the  cotton  found  brought  off'. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  illicit  traffic  carried  on  by" the  persons 
above  named.  The  evidence  found  at  Pitch  Landing  over  their  sworn 
signatures  to  Captain  George  (rebel  commissary),  together  with  that  of 
citizens  of  Edenton  under  oath,  taken  before  Lieutenant  Walker,  who 
acted  by  my  order  (all  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed),*  fixes  it  upon 
them  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt. 

Having  understood  that  some  cotton  was  stored  at  Sandy  Point  I 
sent  an  armed  party  under  the  command  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  A.  Cross¬ 
man  at  12  o’clock  (midnight)  on  shore  to  secure  it.  He  found  that  it 
had  been  effectually  concealed  or  removed  to  some  distant  point. 

I  retain  the  papers,  but  can  semi  copies  if  required.  W.  H.  M[acombJ. 
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I  captured  a  sloop  on  my  return  from  Sandy  Point.  The  captain 
states  that  he  is  from  Great  Bridge.  He  has  a  pass  signed  by  a  Major 
McLaughlin,  without  date  or  place.  Has  no  manifest  or  bill  of  lading. 
He  has  given  a  false  statement  of  the  nature  of  his  cargo,  as  proved  by 
examination. 

The  paper  which  I  enclose,  as  you  will  perceive,  states  that  the  goods 
belong  to  and  were  purchased  by  the  persons  therein  named,  and  for 
family  use,  signed  by  C.  C.  Poole,  “agent.”  He  does  not  state  whether 
United  States  agent  or  not.  The  whole  story  is  false  from  beginning 
to  end.  The  two  men  found  on  board  are  the  owners,  as  they  will 
swear,  their  intention  being  to  sell  the  cargo  to  rebels  for  cotton  and 
return  it  to  Poole  and  buy  another  load  for  a  similar  purpose. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  what  all  the  Union  people  of 
Edenton  state  (see  deposition),  to  wit: 

That  the  blockade  running  of  the  men  whose  names  I  have  given 
places  the  necessaries  of  life  far  beyond  the  reach  of  persons  of  moder¬ 
ate  means,  $1  United  States  currency  being  demanded  for  1  pound  of 
bacon,  $3  per  yard  for  calico.  Of  course  such  prices  could  not  be  given, 
and  the  articles  are  sent  to  the  enemy  and  exchanged  for  cotton. 

It  places  the  Union  families  of  that  place  and  neighborhood  com¬ 
pletely  in  the  power  of  these  three  or  four  men,  who  assist  the  rebels  in 
every  way  they  possibly  can. 

I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  captured  cotton,  with  the  [names  of]  the 
persons  who  profess  to  own  it;  also  a  list  of  the  reported  cargo  of  the 
sloop  (no  name).  James  Porter  and  Henry  Pope  were  on  board  and 
are  the  true  owners  of  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Division  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

p.  S. — Discovering  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  bad  feeling,  and 
threats  having  been  made  against  the  Union  people  of  Edenton,  I 
deemed  it  necessary  to  send  an  order  to  the  mayor  ot  the  town,  a  copy 
of  which  I  enclose. 

A.  D.  H. 


[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Edenton  Bay ,  North  Carolina ,  December  9 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  recent  visit  of  the  Union  gunboats  to  this  place  may  have 
caused  unpleasant  feelings  toward  the  friends  of  the  Union  residing  in 

and  about  Edenton.  .  ... 

Should  any  violence  be  offered  to  Union  men  and  their  lamilies  m 
person  or  property,  summary  punishment  will  instantly  follow. 

You  will  promulgate  this  to  the  citizens  in  such  manner  as  you  may 

deem  proper.  „  „  . 

The  delivery  of  this  to  you  by  one  of  my  officers  will  be  considered 
equivalent  to  a  receipt  for  the  same;  therefore  ignorance  of  its  contents 
by  any  person  in  your  town  can  not  be  pleaded  in  excuse  foi  any  viola¬ 
tion  of  this  order. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  N.  I).  Harrell, 

Commander,  II.  S.  Nary. 

The  Mayor  of  Edenton,  N.  C. 
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U.  S.  S.  'Chicopee, 
Albemarle  Sound,  December  8, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
the  8th  instant  I  proceeded  ashore  with  the  boat’s  crew  of  this  ship 
and  those  of  the  Valley  City.  I  took  possession  of  the  books  and 
papers  of  Messrs.  Parrish  and  Hathaway;  also  seized  all  the  cotton  in 
the  possession  of  the  following  gentlemen:  Mr.  Parrish,  5  bales;  Mr. 
Feagan,  7  bales;  Mr.  Woodward,  1  bale,  4  barrels  loose  cotton;  Mr. 
H.  H.  Bond,  1  bale;  Mr.  James  C.  Johnson,  jr.,  2  bales.  Mr.  Hatha¬ 
way  was  arrested,  agreeably  to  orders,  and  was  afterwards  released  by 
your  authority.  Messrs.  Parrish,  Woodward,  and  Poole  had  left  town 
and  could  not  be  arrested.  I  seized  a  bridle  marked  “United  States” 
and  a  cavalry  saddle  in  possession  of  John  P.  Houghton,  who  could 
give  no  satisfactory  account  of  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  A.  Walker, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chicopee. 


Joint  expedition  against  Rainbow  Bluff ,  December  9-28,  1864. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

IT.  S.  Ship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  December  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  a  report  from  Commander 
Macomb  in  relation  to  his  operations. 

As  I  am  not  now  in  a  position  to  advise  him,  I  have  to  trust  that  he 
will  do  everything  for  the  best. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.C. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Roanohe  River ,  North  Carolina,  December  11,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition  to  capture  Rainbow  Bluff, 
in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  1st  December. 

The  arrangements  which  I  mentioned  in  my  Nos.  56  and  57  having 
been  completed,  I  started  up  the  river  from  Plymouth  at  5  p.  m.,  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  in  the  Wyalusing,  leaving  the  Shamrock  (as  she  can  not  go  stern- 
foremost)  to  guard  Plymouth.  The  Otsego  and  Valley  City ,  and  tugs 
Belle  and  Bazely,  and  the  picket  boat  No.  5  started  at  the  same  time, 
and  I  left  orders  for  the  Chicopee,  Ceres,  and  Commodore  Mull  to  follow 
as  soon  as  they  should  arrive  at  Plymouth. 

After  steaming  slowly  up  the  river  we  arrived  at  a  sharp  bend  just 
below  Jamesville,  where  1  came  to  anchor  for  the  night,  the  army  force 
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having  agreed  to  communicate  with  me  at  this  town.  After  coming  to 
anchor  in  the  Wyalusing  I  made  signal  for  the  other  vessels  to  do  so 
also.  In  obedience  to  this  order  the  Otsego  had  stopped  her  engines 
and  was  just  about  to  let  go  her  anchor  when  a  torpedo  exploded  under 
her  on  the  port  side,  and  shortly  afterwards  another  exploded  under 
her  forward  pivot  gun,  which  was  thrown  over  on  the  deck  by  the  con¬ 
cussion,  the  two  explosions  injuring  her  so  badly  that  she  sank  in  a  few 
minutes,  her  spar  deck  being  about  3  feet  under  water.  Fortunately  no 
one  was  killed  on  board  the  Otsego ,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  lew 
slight  scratches  no  one  was  injured.  The  Otsego  had  spars  rigged  out 
ahead  of  her  to  which  was  fastened  a  net  for  the  purpose  of  catching 
the  torpedoes,  and  two  were  found  in  the  net  after  she  sank.  She 
must  have  stopped  directly  on  top  of  a  line  of  these  infernal  machines. 
Six  were  picked  up  after  the  explosion.  The  night  passed  without  dis¬ 
turbance  and  in  the  morning  I  determined  to  send  the  Bazely  to  Ply¬ 
mouth  to  find  out  what  the  army  were  doing  and  to  get  rations  from  the 
Shamrock  for  the  Otsego's  crew.  I  also  wished  to  get  up  a  coal  schooner 
to  take  the  guns  from  the  Otsego.  I  got  the  Bazely  alongside  of  the 
Wyalusing  and  sent  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Sands  on  board  to  take 
the  dispatches  to  Plymouth,  and  then  sent  the  tug  to  the  Otsego  to  get 
some  men  and  an  officer.  When  the  Bazely  had  got  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  Otsego  another  torpedo  exploded  under  her,  and  she  went  down 
right  alongside  the  Otsego.  By  this  explosion  2  men  were  killed,  but 
none  of  the  officers. 

While  at  this  place  we  fired  with  musketry  and  great  guns  into  the 
woods  on  the  banks,  partly  to  let  the  army  forces  know  where  we  were, 
and  partly  to  drive  off  any  rebels  that  might  be  skulking  there.  We, 
however,  heard  nothing  from  the  army  that  day,  and  in  the  evening 
I  sent  the  picket  boat  No.  5  with  an  armed  launch  belonging  to  the  army 
up  the  river  to  try  and  get  some  news  from  the  army  forces. 

The  pilot  of  the  Wyalusing ,  Mr.  Everett,  went  in  the  launch  and  took 
the  boats  through  a  place  called  Devil’s  Gut,  by  that  means  avoiding  a 
long  reach  of  the  river  and  coming  out  a  short  distance  below  Williams- 
ton&  Here  they  sent  up  two  rockets  and  fired  a  gun  or  two,  but  no 
answer  was  made.  The  boats  returned  this  morning  with  intelligence, 
obtained  from  negroes  on  the  river,  that  the  river  was  full  of  torpedoes, 
there  being  as  many  as  forty  in  one  place  on  the  river. 

These  torpedoes  are  made  on  some  new  plan  with  an  air  chamber,  on 
the  same  principle  as  that  used  by  Lieutenant  Cushing.  They  aie  very 
sure,  and  every  one  we  have  picked  up  was  in  good  condition,  two  of 
them  bursting  as  we  were  hauling  them  ashore,  but  hurting  no  one. 
forgot  to  mention  that  after  the  destruction  of  the  Bazely  we  had  the 
river  dragged  all  round,  and  six  more  torpedoes  were  picked  up,  all 

right  by  the  Otsego.  TTT>11.  ,  T1 

Since  the  return  of  the  boats  which  I  sent  up  to  Williamston  I  have 
determined  to  send  First  Assistant  Engineer  S.  C.  Midlam  to  you  with 
di spatches,  to  inform  you  of  our  situation  and  ask  your  advice.  In  the 
meantime  we  will  continue  up  the  river,  though  our  progress  will  be 
verv  slow,  for  we  shall  have  to  drag  all  the  way  before  us  with  small 
boats,  that  being  the  only  way  we  can  proceed  with  the  vessels  with 

have' taken  out  most  of  the  guns  from  the  Otsego,  and  am  continu¬ 
ing  the  work  I  have  sent  for  a  diver  with  his  submarine  apparatus, 
with  which  he  has  been  examining  the  Albemarle,  to  examine  the  Otsego. 
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When  we  advance  any  farther  it  will  be  necessaryffhat  we  have  more 
vessels;  otherwise  we  will  be  unable  to  patrol  the  river  below  us,  and 
consequently  the  rebels  will  be  able  to  lay  more  torpedoes  and  blow  us 
up  on  our  return. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

P.  S.— 11  a.  m.  December  11, 1864:  We  are  now  making  preparations 
to  advance  and  will  start  in  a  short  time. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Arnold,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  loss  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Otsego. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Otsego, 

Off  Jamesville ,  Boanohe  River,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir:  It  becomes  my  unpleasant  duty  to  report  the  sinking  of  this 
vessel,  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  instant,  by  torpedoes  laid  down  by  the 
rebels  off  this  place.  The  first  explosion  which  caused  this  mishap 
occurred  at  about  9 : 15  p.  m.,  the  torpedo  exploding  against  the  port 
side  of  the  ship  under  the  wheel.  It  was  followed  by  another  about  teu 
minutes  later  under  the  foremast.  She  commenced  sinking  rapidly  at 
the  time  of  the  first  explosion,  and  immediately  after  the  second  she 
sank  in  fathoms  of  water. 

Every  precaution  was  taken  which  time  and  the  ingenuity  of  [those 
on  board  ]  my  ship  could  devise  before  ascending  the  river.  To  Mr. 
Samuel  C.  Midlam,  senior  engineer  in  charge,  I  am  much  indebted  for 
the  plan  adopted  to  prevent  what  unfortunately  occurred.  By  this 
plan  we  secured  two  torpedoes. 

Ho  lives,  I  am  happy  to  state,  were  lost  by  her  sinking.  I  enclose 
the  report  of  the  surgeons,  containing  a  list  of  the  casualties  caused  by 
the  occurrence.  I  was  ably  seconded  by  my  officers  and  crew  in  this 
difficulty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  T.  Arnold, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Otsego. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Havy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wtalusing, 

Boanohe  River,  North  Carolina,  December  11, 1864. 
Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  by 
the  blowing  up  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego  on  the  night  of  December  9, 1864: 
Samuel  Dixon,  coal  heaver,  wounded  in  the  leg  slightly. 

There  are  a  few  others  slightly  bruised  and  scratched,  but  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  to  be  excused  from  duty. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Geo.  C.  Raynolds, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  IN .  T.  Arnold. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Near  J amesville,  Roanoke  River,  December  11,  1864. 

Admiral  :  1  have  tbe  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  arrange¬ 
ments  to  leave  the  Otsego  and  proceed  up  the  river.  She  is  under  the 
protection  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Arnold  and  a  portion  of  her 
officers  and  crew.  On  her  hurricane  deck  there  are  two  24-pounder 
howitzers  and  two  20-pounder  rifles,  behind  breastworks  of  cotton  bales. 
For  these  there  is  ammunition  enough  to  last  for  some  time.  We  have 
got  the  awning  spread  over  the  hurricane  deck  as  a  shelter  for  the 
officers  and  men,  and  have  got  the  galley  up  from  the  main  deck;  alto¬ 
gether  they  are  made  as  comfortable  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  accident  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Above  Jamesville ,  [N.  C.},  December  11,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Commodore 
Hull,  while  on  her  way  to  this  river,  met  with  an  accident  to  her 
boiler,  injuring  it  to  such  an  extent  as  not  only  to  prevent  her  farther 
progress,  but  will  require  the  boilers  to  be  raised  before  it  can  be 
repaired.  I  have  no  officers  to  spare  now  to  hold  a  survey. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  orders  given  to  Commander  Macomb, 

commanding  expedition. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  December  12, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  received  intelligence 
to-day,  through  a  master’s  mate,  who  came  from  the  sound,  that  the 
Otsego  had  struck  a  torpedo  and  been  sunk  in  Roanoke  River.  He 
heard  the  news  from  the  captain  of  a  tug.  I  don’t  know  whether  this 
intelligence  is  reliable,  but  fear  that  it  is  so.  I  ordered  Commander 
W  H.  Macomb  to  cooperate  with  a  land  force  of  1,300  men  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Palmer,  and  capture  the  enemy’s  works  at  Rainbow  Bluff,  some 
distance  above  Plymouth,  1ST.  C.  The  gunboats  of  light  draft  were  to 
o-o  up  while  the  army  marched  across  by  land.  The  forts  on  Rainbow 
Bluff  were  not  completed,  and  I  wanted  to  occupy  the  place  before  they 
were,  capture  the  guns,  and  destroy  the  ram  at  Halifax.  All  this  were 
easily  done,  provided  our  forces  moved  soon,  which  was  done.  They 
started  two  days  after  I  sent  the  orders.  At  last  accounts  the  gun¬ 
boats  were  engaged  with  the  enemy’s  works,  as  heavy  firing  was  heard 
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from  Plymouth.  What  the  result  is  I  have  yet  to  learn,  haying  received 
no  other  information  than  that  brought  by  the  master’s  mate. 

He  informed  me  that  the  vessels  were  all  fitted  with  torpedo  catch¬ 
ers,  but  that  the  torpedo  that  sunk  the  Otsego  was  fired  by  wires  from 
the  bank. 

We  leave  Hampton  Roads  in  the  morning  to  perform  the  work  before 
us.  We  have  been  delayed  three  or  four  days  by  heavy  gales  of  wind. 
The  weather  now  promises  to  be  fine,  and  I  trust  my  anticipations  may 
be  realized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gtdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  G. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  progress  of  affairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Roanohe  River ,  nine  miles  above  Jamesville,  December  13,  1864. 

Admiral:  The  boats  dragging  ahead  have  just  found  a  new  nest  of 
torpedoes  at  this  point  in  the  river  in  a  curve  called  Shad  Island  Bend, 
and  we  are  now  dragging  them  ashore.  TTp  to  this  time  we  have  found 
twenty-one  at  this  place,  and  they  seem  to  continue  as  far  as  we  can  see. 

The  army  went  on  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Rainbow  Bluff.  When 
there,  provisions  became  low,  their  transport  being  astern  of  us,  and 
they  returned  to  Jamesville  after  slight  skirmishing. 

I  went  down  and  had  an  interview  with  them  there,  and  they  deter¬ 
mined  to  start  ahead  again  to-morrow.  This  time  they  advanced  on 
the  left  bank.  We  are  making  all  the  progress  we  can,  about  5  miles 
a  day. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Oomdr.,  Gomdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  progress  of  affairs. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Roanohe  River,  seven  miles  above  Jamesville,  N.  G.,  December  13, 1864. 

Admiral  :  I  hope  none  of  my  previous  letters  have  made  you  doubt 
that  we  were  going  on  up  the  river.  We  are  progressing;  progressing 
but  slowly,  to  be  sure,  but  still  we  go  ahead  and  dragging  the  river  for 
torpedoes  ahead  of  us.  I  intend  to  get  the  vessels  to  Rainbow  Bluff 
and  beyond,  if  possible,  and  to  destroy  the  ram  building  above. 

In  writing  before  I  have  been  much  hurried,  and  it  may  be  I  have 
given  you  wrong  impressions. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Gomdr.,  Comdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  advices  received  from  Colonel  Frankie, 

U.  S.  Army. 

U.  S.  S.  WYALUSING, 
Roanoke  River,  December  15,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  wisli  respectfully  to  call  your  attentiou  to  the  necessity 
of  having  au  armed  steamer  to  guard  the  Otsego  while  she  is  being- 
raised,  or  while  the  valuable  property  is  being  taken  out  of  her. 

I  wrote  immediately  to  Plymouth,  [N.  C.],  to  send  up  the  submarine 
diver  who  was  examining  the  Albemarle ,  after  the  Otsego  was  sunk,  but 
he  had  left  for  the  North  to  get  his  raising  apparatus. 

I  received  information  to-day  from  Colonel  Frankie,  commanding  the 
army  part  of  this  expedition,  that  he  intended,  much  to  my  surprise,  to 
fall  back  to  Plymouth  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting  his  men,  and  will 
advance  again  after  they  are  rested.  I  shall  go  on. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

J  [W.  H.  Macomb], 

Comdr.,  Gomdg.  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Frankie,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  no 
intention  of  change  in  proposed  operations. 

Headquarters  Forces  of  Plymouth, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  16,  1864 — 3  a.  m. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours*  of  15th,  just  received,  permit  me  to  assure 
vou  that  you  are  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  intend  any  change  of 
operations  in  this  expedition.  From  the  fact  that  the  severe  weather 
and  the  marches  of  the  first  five  days  of  the  movement  had  put  upon 
the  sick  list  over  half  my  men,  many  of  whom  are  barefoot,  and  at  the 
demand  of  my  medical  officers  that  the  men  should  be  brought  under 
shelter  (which  General  Wild  also  advised)  for  a  few  days,  that  their 
health  might  be  improved,  and  supposing  it  a  matter  ol  little  ditterence 
to  vou  whether  I  lay  here  or  at  Jamesville  for  the  few  days  which  must 
pass  before  we  are  able  to  resume  operations,  I  concluded  to  bring  the 
men  here,  where  such  shelter  as  they  needed  could  be  had. 

One  of  the  transports,  the  General  Berry,  leaves  here  today  for 
Roanoke  Island  to  obtain  provisions,  a  supply  of  which  will  be  sent 
Lieutenant-Colonel  [O.  A.]  Bartholomew  upon  her  return.  Shoes  and 
stockings  will  also  be  procured  for  such  as  need  them. 

The  Berry  remains  under  my  orders,  and  will  communicate  with  you 
daily  until  I  am  ready  to  move  again.  Rations  will  probably  be  fur¬ 
nished  Colonel  Bartholomew’s  command  tomorrow. 

If  you  desire  it,  I  can  and  will  send  a  small  force  of  my  well  men  to 
occupy  Jamesville,  though  the  men  will  be  better  cared  for  here. 

Again  permit  me  to  assure  you  that  no  change  is  intended,  but  that 
the  programme  previously  agreed  on  will  be  carried  out,  so  fai  as  possi¬ 
ble,  on  my  part. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

’  7  Jones  Fr ankle. 

Colonel,  Commanding  Forces , 
By  Wm.  G.  Haskell, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  U.  S.  S.  Wyalusmg. _ _ 


Not  found. 
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[Telegram.]  ^ 

Beattfort,  N.  C.,  December  17 ,  1864. 
Inform  me  fully  by  telegraph  of  Commander  Macomb’s  movements 
and  of  the  force  accompanying  him;  where  they  now  are,  and  such 
information  as  you  can  obtain  of  them. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Mellaoh,  U.  S.  Navy. 

New  Berne ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Duer,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  rumored  reinforcement  of  Rainbow  Bluff 

by  the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District  of  Sounds ,  North  Carolina ,  Plymouth ,  December  18 , 1864. 
Sir  :  Two  deserters  from  Wilmington  came  aboard  here  to-day.  They 
came  from  Wilmington  via  Weldon,  and  report  that  three  regiments 
left  Weldon  last  Friday  evening  to  reinforce  Hamilton  and  Rainbow 
Bluff.  They  have  no  other  news. 

Respectfully,  Rufus  K.  Duer, 

Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Foster,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  rumored  placing  of  torpedoes  by 

the  enemy. 

U.  S.  S.  Ceres, 

Off  Cedar  Landing ,  Roanoke  River ,  December  18,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  information  from  a  reliable  person  that  the 
enemy  have  a  boat  with  torpedoes  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sweetened 
Water  Creek  and  that  they  arrived  there  with  the  intention  of  putting 
them  down  last  night,  which  I  have  no  doubt  they  did  after  I  passed 
down  the  river.  I  think  it  proper  to  communicate  the  fact  to  you  to 
prevent  the  passing  of  our  boats  till  I  drag  the  river,  which  I  will  com¬ 
mence  to  do  as  soon  as  my  boat  returns  to  me. 

The  John  Parr  on  arrived  just  before  I  left  Plymouth  and  had  on  board 
stores  for  the  fleet,  which  I  would  have  brought  up  but  that  I  was  led 
to  believe  by  a  person  connected  with  the  Treasury  Department  that 
he  had  dispatches  of  the  greatest  importance  to  deliver  to  you  from  the 
Navy  Department  and  from  Admiral  Porter,  but  which  turns  out  to  be 
something  connected  with  trade  regulations  of  no  account.  1  con¬ 
ferred  with  Mr.  Duer  before  leaving  and  he  thought  the  dispatches 
might  be  of  utmost  importance  to  you  and  that  I  had  better  leave  the 
provisions  till  the  next  time,  which  may  be  for  the  best  till  the  torpe¬ 
does  below  you  are  raised. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  Foster, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Colonel  Frankie  told  me  to  say  that  he  expected  some  more  troops, 
but  did  not  say  when;  neither  did  he  say  when  he  would  start. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  increased  necessity  for  small  gun¬ 
boats. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Ten  miles  below  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C .,  December  19,  1864. 

Admiral  :  As  we  advance  up  this  river  the  necessity  for  small  gun¬ 
boats  increases. 

It  is  impossible  for  the  double-enders  to  cruise  up  and  down  the  river, 
as  it  is  with  difficulty  they  can  be  got  round  the  curves  with  hawsers 
and  a  tug;  yet  it  is  necessary  that  the  river  below  us  be  kept  clear  of 
torpedoes,  and  the  only  way  to  do  that  is  to  have  a  boat  constantly 
cruising  up  and  down.  Besides,  it  may  be  necessary  for  us  to  convoy 
the  army  transports. 

The  only  small  vessels  I  have  here  at  present  are  the  Valley  City  and 
Ceres,  the  former  of  which  is  occupied  dragging  the  river  ahead  of  us, 
leaving  but  one  vessel  to  patrol  a  river  of  50  miles  in  length. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  F  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Commanding  District  of  Sounds. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Picket  boat  No.  5  I  use  as  a  dispatch  boat  at  present. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  annoyance  from  sharpshooters. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 
j Roanoke  River,  December  19  [20],  1864. 

Admiral:  We  are  now  8  miles  from  Rainbow  Bluff,  [N.  C.].  Wft 
have  found  no  more  torpedoes  since  those  reported  in  No.  65. 

The  sharpshooters  on  the  banks  have  commenced  to  annoy  us. 
To-day  they  fired  on  our  boats  dragging  ahead,  and  wounded  4  men 
and  an  officer  from  the  Chicopee ,  one  of  the  men  dangerously.  The  Val¬ 
ley  City  immediately  opened  on  them  a-nd  drove  them  oft. 

I  am  sending  a  dispatch  to  Colonel  Frankie,  who,  with  the  land 
force  is  at  Plymouth,  telling  him  where  we  are  and  that  it  is  time  for 
him  to  come  up.  He  has  been  at  Plymouth  for  the  last  week  recruiting 

his  men.  ,  , 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  *  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr .,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Frankie,  TJ.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U  S,  Navy,  regarding 
proposed  movement  of  bis  command  from  Plymouth. 

Headquarters  Forces  of  Plymouth, 

Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  20,  1864. 

Commander:  I  expect  to  be  prepared  to  move  from  here  to-morrow 
afternoon;  am  only  now  waiting  the  arrival  of  transports  with  provi¬ 
sions,  etc.,  from  Roanoke,  which  are  hourly  expected. 

Please  if  possible,  send  the  Ceres  or  some  one  of  your  boats  as  a  guide. 
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I  shall  move  upon  the  plan  proposed  some  days  since,  unless  upon  con¬ 
sultation  with  you,  which  I  shall  have  as  soon  as  I  reach  you,  some 
other  programme  is  considered  better. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Jones  Frankle, 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery ,  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Additional  letter  from  Colonel  Frankie,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  proposed  movement  from  Plymouth. 

Headquarters  Forces  op  Plymouth, 
Plymouth ,  N.  C .,  December  20, 1864 — 9:30  p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  this  date,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  upon  the  arrival  of  my  transports 
to  morrow,  as  I  advised  you  in  my  last  letter  per  Ceres,  I  shall  embark 
my  troops  to  join  you. 

I  believe  we  have  some  provisions  here  which  belong  to  you;  if  so,  I 
will  take  them  along  as  you  request. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

Jones  Frankle, 

Colonel ,  Commanding, 
By  Wm.  G-.  Haskell, 

Lieutenant  and  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Brooks,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City,  regarding  an 
engagement  with  the  enemy  at  Poplar  Point,  December  20,  1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Roanoke  River,  Poplar  Point,  North  Carolina,  December  21,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  the  following:  About  5  p.  m.  yesterday  I 
called  the  boats  in,  intending  to  anchor  for  the  night,  when  immedi¬ 
ately  the  enemy  opened  with  musketry  from  the  bushes,  mostly  upon 
the  marine  guard  in  charge  ot  Acting  Ensign  Fossett,  of  the  Wyalu- 
sing,  who  were  on  shore  to  guard  the  boats  while  ahead  dragging  for 
torpedoes.  They  gradually  fell  back  under  cover  of  our  guns,  when 
the  enemy  opened  upon  this  vessel  with  musketry  and  artillery.  I 
replied  briskly,  directing  my  fire  principally  up  a  side  hill,  where'his 
artillery  was  posted,  about  700  yards  off.  I  was  obliged  to  run  a  line 
ashore,  to  spring  the  vessel’s  broadside  on,  which  was  bravely  done  by 
Acting  Ensign  Milton  Webster,  my  executive  officer,  amid  a  shower  of 
musket  balls.  We  engaged  the  enemy  till  he  ceased  firing,  and  dark¬ 
ness  coming  on,  dropped  out  of  range.  The  Chicopee,  coming  up,  also 
engaged  him,  as  did  also  the  Wyalusing. 

The  enemy  at  first  seemed  to  have  but  two  guns,  but  soon  brought 
up  more,  and  when  he  ceased  I  think  he  had  five  or  six  pieces. 

I  regret  having  to  report  the  death  of  Mr.  Lewis,  pilot  of  the  Otsego 
who  was  killed  instantly  by  a  musket  ball  through  the  head.  Also  one 
ot  the  Wyalusing7 s  men  was  seriously  wounded  by  a  shell  which  passed 
through  the  wardroom  and  out  through  the  side  of  the  ship.  One  shell 
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entered  the  ship’s  side,  passing  through  the  coal  bunker,  lodged  within 
a  few  inches  of  the  boiler.  One  struck  an  awning  stanchion  and 
another  the  ship’s  side,  but  did  not  penetrate. 

The  bullet  proof  iron  plating  on  the  sides  of  the  vessel  evidently 
saved  the  lives  of  many  of  my  men,  and  I  would  recommend  that  the 
same  be  placed  all  around  the  ship  upon  the  first  opportunity. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  their  usual  coolness  and  bravery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Commander  Wm,  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Brooks,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City,  regarding  shots 
fired  from  the  enemy’s  battery  December  21,  1864. 

IT.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Jamesville ,  N.  C .,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders,  I  got  underway  at  3  p.  m.  of  the  21st, 
and  proceeded  a  short  distance  up  the  river  to  draw  the  enemy’s  fire. 
As  soon  as  I  commenced  moving  up  he  opened  with  musketry,  and  imme¬ 
diately  upon  rounding  the  point,  and  before  my  guns  could  bear,  I 
received  four  shots  from  a  battery  but  a  few  hundred  yards  off,  which 
must  have  been  thrown  up  during  the  night.  Three  out  of  the  four 
took  effect;  oue  passed  through  the  pilot  house  and,  exploding,  killed 
1  man  and  seriously  wounded  Mr.  Jno.  A.  Wilson,  pilot,  and  3  men,  one 
of  whom  has  since  died,  upon  which  I  dropped  down  to  my  former 
position. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Brooks,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Valley  City,  giving  list  of 

casualties. 

C.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Jameston  [  Jamesville J,  N.  C.:  December  37,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board  this 
vessel  in  action  at  Poplar  Point,  Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina,  on  the 
20th  and  21st  instant,  viz : 

John  E.  Lewis,  pilot  of  the  Otsego,  killed. 

John  Wood,  first-class  boy,  Valley  City ,  killed. 

Charles  Hall,  landsman,  Valley  City,  killed. 

John  A.  Wilson,  pilot,  Valley  City,  wounded. 

Wm.  Brown,  seaman,  Valley  City,  wounded. 

John  Brown,  ship’s  cook,  wounded  slightly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


170  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Letter  from  Colonel  Frankie,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  6.  Navy,  proposing  plan 

of  operations. 

Headquarters  Forces  of  Plymouth, 

Plymouth ,  N.  G .,  December  23,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  in  the  evening,  and  about 
live  hours  after  I  had  dispatched  about  half  my  force  with  orders  to 
meet  and  cooperate  with  you. 

The  letter  sent  you  by  Lieutenant  [Charles  J.]  Arms,  one  of  my  volun¬ 
teer  aids,  proposed  that  you  keep  the  enemy  busy  where  he  was,  while 
with  my  force  I  moved  up,  landed  on  the  Bertie  side,  and  proceeded  to 
Edwards  Ferry  and  burned  the  enemy’s  gunboats  building  there,  and 
then  moved  around  in  rear  of  the  enemy  opposing  you  and  endeavored 
to  capture  his  guns.  Lieutenant  Arms,  after  reading  your  letter,  con¬ 
cluded  to  act  upon  your  suggestion  and  accordingly  debarked  the  troops 
at  Jamesville,  as  you  wished. 

They  are  there  now,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  except  so  much 
of  the  two  latter  arms,  about  200,  as  have  proceeded  to  Williamston 
to  learn  what  they  can  and  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  reaching  Jamesville 
or  Williamston  itself.  Now,  if  possible,  I  wish  to  have  that  force  remain 
where  they  are,  at  and  near  Jamesville,  where  they  will  be  able  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  planting  of  batteries  to  annoy  you  in  the  passage  of  the  river, 
and  where,  if  you  can  keep  the  river  open  from  Williamston  to  James¬ 
ville,  and  with  the  assistance  of  the  land  force  give  the  enemy  the  idea 
that  an  attack  is  meditated  from  this  side,  while  with  my  remaining 
force  and  the  additions  daily  expected  I  move  up,  say,  to  Cedar  Landing, 
and  do  what  can  be  done  on  that  side — that  is,  proceed  to  Edwards 
Ferry. 

If  this  plan  meets  your  approval,  please  notify  me  to  that  effect  or 
make  any  suggestions  you  think  best.  I  do  not  propose  to  abandon 
this  affair,  and  would  be  pleased  to  learn  your  views  respecting  proba¬ 
ble  or  possible  results. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jones  Frankle, 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery ,  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Duer,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  rumored  advance  of  the  enemy  upon 

Plymouth. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  G.,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  Mattabesett  arrived  here  this  morning.  She  is  now  coaling. 
I  send  up  your  mail  by  the  Belle.  There  are  5  barrels  of  20-pounder 
charges  on  board  the  Mattabesett  for  us,  which  I  will  ask  Captain  Febi- 
ger  to  send  up,  if  he  does  not  go  himself. 

There  was  a  rumor  last  night  that  Hoke  was  advancing  upon  Plym¬ 
outh  by  the  Columbia  road,  and  by  request  of  Colonel  Frankie  I  moved 
the  Shamrock  down  the  river  to  command  that  road. 

Your  letter  in  relation  to  deserters  was  received  this  morning  and  will 
be  attended  to. 

Very  respectfully,  Rufus  K.  Duer, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  Frankie,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 
information  regarding  plans  of  the  latter. 

Headquarters  Forces  of  Plymouth, 

Plymouth ,  N.  C .,  December  24 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  Please  inform  me  whether  you  propose  to  remain  near  Williams- 
ton  or  Jamesville,  or  to  return  to  this  place.  The  rumor  that  Hoke  was 
between  Tarboro  and  Jamesville  I  have  heard,  as  also  one  that  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  is  at  Rainbow  Bluif.  I  am  not  disposed,  however,  to 
credit  these  statements,  but  think  they  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  a 
force  of  about  8,000  men  left  Weldon  a  few  days  ago,  probably  en  route 
for  Wilmington. 

I  do  not  consider  the  expedition  on  which  I  entered  as  at  an  end, 
though  caution  demands  that  I  should  guard  against  the  possible  truth 
of  the  reports  above  spoken  of,  and  this  of  course  delays  me  some¬ 
what.  If  you  propose  remaining  above  Jamesville,  and  near  Williams- 
ton,  I  mean  to  undertake  the  expedition  suggested  in  a  late  letter, 
through  Bertie  [County],  It  will  only  be  necessary  for  this  that  I  can 
land  safely  at  Cedar  Landing.  If  you  intend  to  return  here  please 
advise  me.  In  the  latter  event  I  shall  send  a  strong  daily  patrol  to 
communicate  with  the  Otsego ,  if  she  remains  where  she  now  is,  with 
anyone  on  her. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Jones  Fr ankle, 

Colonel  Second  Massachusetts  Artillery ,  Commanding . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Order  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  a  board  of  officers  appointed  to  decide  upon  the 

disposition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego. 

U.  8.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Jamesville,  N.  (7.,  December  25,  1864. 

Gentlemen:  You  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  decide  whether 
it  would  be  more  prudent  to  destroy  the  Otsego  so  effectually  that  the 
enemy  can  make  no  use  of  her,  or  to  attempt  to  raise  her,  endeavoring 
in  the  meanwhile  to  hold  this  part  of  the  river  with  the  other  vessels,  it 
being  understood  that  the  heights  about  Jamesville  can  not  be  held  by 
the  available  United  States  troops  in  North  Carolina  against  any  con¬ 
siderable  force  of  the  enemy. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Sguadron 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Chief  Engineer  H.  II.  Stewart,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks,  U.  S.  Navy. 

N.  B. — Report  in  duplicate. 


Report  of  board  of  officers  appointed  to  decide  upon  the  disposition  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Roanoke  Diver,  off  Jamesville,  N.  C.,  December  25, 1864. . 
Sir:  We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  this 
date  constituting  us  a  board  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  destruction 
or  attempt  to  raise  and  preserve  the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego. 
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Under  the  circumstances  mentioned  in  your  communication,  that 
James ville  can  not  be  held  by  the  troops  now  available,  we  recommend 
that  she  be  destroyed  in  the  most  effectual  manner  possible. 

We  are,  respectfully,  yours, 

A.  D.  Harrell, 

Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 
H.  H.  Stewart, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  Navy. 
H.  hi.  T.  Arnold, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 
Earl  English, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 
John  A.  J.  Brooks, 

Acting  Master ,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  forbidding 
further  cooperation  with  the  Army  without  instructions. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  give  up  the  present  expedition  you  are  on.  It  should 
have  been  given  up  before,  when  you  found  the  Army  were  not  coop¬ 
erating  with  you.  Return  and  raise  the  Otsego. 

Do  not  cooperate  with  the  Army  again  until  further  orders  from  me. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds ,  Plymouth,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Harrell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Chicopee,  regarding  the 
progress  of  that  vessel  up  the  Roanoke  from  Plymouth. 

U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  upon  my  arrival  at  this  place 
from  Edenton,  [N.  C.],  where  I  had  been  on  duty,  I  found  your  order  of 
December  9  directing  me  to  follow  you  up  the  Roanoke  River.  I  got 
the  Chicopee  ready  as  soon  as  possible,  and  joined  you  the  next  day  at 
Jamesville,  where  I  found  the  Otsego  and  tug  Bazely  blown  up  and  sunk 
by  torpedoes,  and  the  boats  of  the  fleet  employed  dragging  and  clear¬ 
ing  the  river  of  the  same.  The  boats  and  officers  of  this  vessel  imme¬ 
diately  joined  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  clearing  the  river. 

During  several  ensuing  days  our  progress  was  necessarily  very  slow, 
every  foot  of  the  river  being  dragged  over,  and  more  than  thirty  tor¬ 
pedoes  found  and  removed  or  exploded  in  the  space  of  10  miles.  After 
receiving  on  board  a  number  of  officers  and  men,  being  x>art  of  the  crew 
of  the  late  U.  S.  S.  Otsego ,  and  having  a  torpedo  scraper  rigged  on  the 
bows,  xirojecting  some  15  or  20  feet  forward,  I  steamed  up  the  river  with 
the  tug  Belle  to  assist  the  Chicopee,  by  your  order,  and  joined  the  Val¬ 
ley  City,  which  vessel  was  in  advance,  xirotecting  the  boats  employed 
in  clearing  the  river. 

From  the  15th  until  the  night  of  the  20th  of  December  the  work  of 
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advancing  up  the  river  was  prosecuted  with  unremitted  exertions  by 
all  hands  working  day  and  night,  when  the  nights  were  not  too  dark 
for  that  purpose.  Still,  our  progress  was  very  slow,  the  river  becoming 
narrow  and  more  narrow,  the  current  stronger,  and  the  bends  more 
numerous  and  sharper  as  we  advanced. 

Steam  was  of  but  little  use,  it  being  impossible  to  steer  the  vessel  in 
that  tortuous  stream ;  we  were,  therefore,  compelled  to  rely  mostly  upon 
hawsers,  which  were  run  out  and  made  fast  to  trees  on  either  bank  of 
the  river,  and  by  which  we  warped  ahead.  With  all  the  care  that  the 
experienced  pilot,  James  Hobbs,  could  bestow,  the  vessel  was  frequently 
so  jammed  in  the  trees  that  it  required  time  and  great  labor  to  extricate 
her.  About  4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  just  coming  in  sight  of 
Poplar  Point,  our  boats  were  suddenly  fired  upon  by  the  enemy’s  sharp¬ 
shooters,  who  were  concealed  behind  an  embankment.  A  few  rounds 
of  grape  and  canister  sent  them  flying  to  the  woods.  At  this  juncture 
you  came  up  in  the  Wyalusing  and  ordered  skirmishers  to  be  advanced 
along  the  river  to  clear  the  woods  of  the  enemy.  The  boats  resumed 
their  labor  of  grappling  for  torpedoes,  and  thus  we  moved  up  until 
about  sunset,  when  the  enemy  showed  himself  in  large  numbers  and 
opened  a  heavy  fire,  driving  our  men  back  to  the  vessels,  but  not  until 
they  had  gallantly  returned  his  fire  several  times.  At  the  same  moment 
he  opened  fire  with  his  artillery,  which  was  stationed  on  Poplar  Point. 
The  vessels  instantly  replied,  and  the  firing  was  continued  on  both  sides 
until  it  grew  too  dark  to  distinguish  objects  at  a  short  distance,  sharp¬ 
shooters  hanging  around  and  firing  upon  us  whenever  a  favorable  oppor¬ 
tunity  presented  during  the  night.  We  passed  the  night  under  arms. 
During  the  day  of  the  21st  the  enemy  frequently  showed  himself  and 
fired  at  longer  range.  Everybody  under  arms  during  the  day  and  night. 
About  1  o’clock  on  the  22d,  by  your  order,  I  commenced  firing  at  the 
enemy’s  batteries  situated  on  Poplar  Eidge,  but  failed  to  elicit  a  reply. 
During  the  afternoon  I  was  ordered  to  drop  down  the  river,  following 
the  other  vessels.  We  had  scarcely  begun  to  move  before  the  rebel 
batteries  and  riflemen  opened  upon  us  again.  The  rebel  sharpshooters 
were  so  bold  and  pertinacious  upon  the  occasion  that  they  came  openly 
out  within  pistol  shot  of  the  vessel.  Grape  and  canister,  however,  soon 
dispersed  them,  and  we  were  permitted  to  pursue  our  way  down  the 

river  unmolested.  ,  ,, 

Two  weeks  of  more  severe  labor  could  scarcely  be  conceived  than 
those  which  we  have  just  passed  through,  tlie  officers  and  crew  being 
almost  incessantly  engaged  either  in  dragging  for  torpedoes,  working 
anchors  and  hawsers,  or  fighting  the  guns,  and  sometimes  all  at  the 

same  time.  ,  ,  „  , .  ,  A 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  every  demand  for  continued  and 

renewed  exertion  was  promptly  and  cheerfully  responded  to  by  both 

officers  and  men.  ,  .  _ 

I  enclose  you  the  report  of  the  surgeon,  by  which  you  will  perceive 
that  the  loss  was  small,  which  I,  in  great  measure,  attribute  to  the  excel¬ 
lent  barricade  constructed  with  cotton  bales  and  hammocks  by  the 

executive  officer  (Lieutenant  Walker). 

One  officer  and  3  men  were  wounded  and  1  man  killed.  I  also  enclose 
the  report  of  the  gunner,  showing  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  from 
the  9th  (the  day  we  started  up  the  river)  to  the  26th  of  December. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  A.  D.  Harrell, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Division  of  Sounds  of  IS  ortli  Carolina • 
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[Enclosure.] 


U.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Off  Plymouth,  [JV.  C.],  December  30,  1864. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  to  report  the  casualties  on  board  this 
vessel  on  the  20th  of  December.  I  respectfully  submit  the  following,  viz : 
Joseph  D.  Weils,  acting  master,  gunshot  wound  right  hand. 

John  Curtis,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  in  the  abdomen ;  died  in  thirty- 
eight  hours. 

Daniel  Murray,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  in  the  hip. 

Lyman  Langworthy,  landsman,  gunshot  wounds  in  the  foot  and  leg. 
Very  respectfully, 


G.  L.  Simpson, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Commander  A.  D.  Harrell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chicopee. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 

English,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Wyalusing,  regarding  the  part  performed  by 

that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  20,  1866. 

Admiral:  I  forward  herewith  the  duplicate  of  the  report  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Earl  English,  formerly  commanding  the  TJ.  S.  S. 
Wyalusing,  of  the  part  taken  by  that  vessel  in  the  expedition  up  the 
Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina,  in  December,  1864. 

Lieutenant-Commander  English  requested  me  to  forward  this  report 
to  you,  in  order  that  it  might  be  transmitted  to  the  Navy  Department 
and  placed  on  file  with  my  reports  of  the  expedition  referred  to  (dated 
December  11, 1864,  and  December  30, 1864,  Nos.  60  and  78),  the  original 
not  being  on  file  at  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Plymouth,  jY.  C.,  January  31,  1864  [5]. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  immediately  upon  your  hoisting 
your  divisional  fiag  on  board  of  this  vessel  I  got  underway  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  9th  ultimo  and  stood  up  the  Roanoke  River  to  James- 
ville,  at  which  place  I  anchored  at  9 : 20  p.  m. 

While  so  doing,  a  signal  from  this  ship  was  made  to  the  Otsego  to 
anchor,  which  vessel  was  following  next  astern.  She  had  answered  the 
signal  and  was  preparing  to  execute  the  order,  when  two  torpedoes 
exploded  under  her,  with  an  interval  of  a  few  minutes,  sinking  her 
immediately.  Boats  were  straightway  sent,  and  every  assistance  was 
rendered  that  was  possible  under  the  circumstances.  The  next  day 
(the  10th)  boats  were  set  to  work  dragging  for  torpedoes,  and  from  the 
number  found  it  became  evident  that  we  would  be  forced  to  drag  the 
whole  river. 

The  guns,  and  every  article  of  value  on  board  of  the  Otsego  that  could 
be  reached,  were  likewise  hoisted  out.  On  the  13th  we  advanced  to 
Cedar  Landing,  18  miles  above  Plymouth,  when  all  the  guns  taken 
from  the  Otsego,  with  the  exception  of  two  IX-inch  which  had  been 
placed  in  battery  on  board  of  this  vessel,  were  transferred  to  a  coal 
schooner  and  sent  to  Plymouth. 
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We  remained  at  Cedar  Landing  till  the  17th,  during  which  time  the 
boats  continued  dragging  ahead,  accompanied  by  the  Chicopee  and 
Valley  City ,  when  we  rejoined  them  between  Williamston  and  Speller’s 
Ferry;  up  to  this  time  from  thirty  to  forty  torpedoes  had  been  taken 
out  of  the  river.  On  the  18th  we  advanced  as  far  as  Speller’s  Ferry, 
when  the  owner  was  arrested  on  account  of  his  disloyalty  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  giving  the  enemy  information  of  our  movements. 

On  the  19tli,  having  received  information  that  torpedoes  were  being 
placed  in  our  rear,  two  boats  commanded  by  Acting  Ensign  Fossett 
were  dispatched  to  drag  for  them.  They  returned  the  next  morning, 
having  proceeded  to  Cedar  Landing,  but  without  finding  any. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  the  dragging  party  was  suddenly  fired 
on  from  shore  by  sharpshooters.  The  marines  from  this  vessel  and  the 
Chicopee ,  under  command  of  Ensign  Fossett,  were  immediately  dis¬ 
patched  to  clear  the  woods  and  protect  the  boats.  They  soon  captured 
a  prisoner  with  arms,  who  was  sent  on  board.  Nothing  more  happened 
until  late  in  the  day,  when  the  marines  were  fired  on  by  a  body  of  the 
enemy  stationed  in  the  woods  near  Fort  Branch,  and  the  same  time  the 
Valley  City  engaged  a  battery  placed  on  Poplar  Point.  We  closed  up  as 
fast  as  possible  and  opened  on  the  enemy  with  shell  and  grape  till  night 
ended  the  conflict.  Shortly  after  dark  we  were  attacked  by  sharp¬ 
shooters  directly  astern,  which  was  kept  up  for  some  time.  We  finally 
drove  them  with  our  stern  howitzers.  The  next  day  we  were  again 
engaged.  Discovering  that  the  rebels  were  erecting  new  and  more 
extensive  works,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  fall  back  a  short  distance  to 
await  the  arrival  of  the  troops.  On  the  22d  it  became  evident  that  no 
adequate  force  could  be  expected,  and  as  it  was  impossible  for  boats  to 
drag  the  river  unless  covered  by  a  strong  body  ol  infantry  to  protect 
them  from  sharpshooters  who  concealed  themselves  behind  a  levee 
running  from  Poplar  Point  4  miles  below,  we  determined  to  retire, 
which  was  safely  carried  into  effect,  the  vessels  arriving  at  the  wreck 
of  the  Otsego  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  when  this  vessel  and  the 
Chicopee  immediately  hauled  alongside  of  her  and  stripped  her  of  every¬ 
thing  that  could  possibly  be  of  value  to  us. 

As  soon  as  the  rebels  perceived  that  it  was  our  intention  to  drop  down 
the  river,  they  opened  on  us  from  another  battery  which  they  had 
hitherto  kept  masked,  which  consisted  of  32-pounders. 

On  the  25th,  it  having  been  determined  to  destroy  what  was  left  ot 
the  Otsego,  in  conjunction  with  the  Chicopee ,  I  fired  into  her,  breaking 
the  crank  and  otherwise  disabling  the  machinery  beyond  the  possibility 
of  redemption.  Two  torpedoes  were  exploded  inside  her  engine  room, 
which  produced  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

The  expedition  was  peculiarly  laborious,  owing  to  the  very  severe 
cold,  and  dragging  for  torpedoes  night  and  day,  which  had  to  be  per¬ 
formed  altogether  in  exposed  boats  against  a  strong  current,  and  also 
to  the  difficulty  of  warping  the  vessels  around  the  narrow  and  intricate 
bends,  which  in  some  cases  occupied  hours. 

The  greatest  credit  is  due  the  officers  and  men,  who  were  necessarily 
subjected  to  much  exposure  and  hardship,  and  the  most  commendable 
zeal  in  performance  of  their  duty  was  exhibited  by  all. 

Everyone  appeared  to  do  his  utmost  to  insure  a  successful  issue  to 

the  expedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

3  Earl  English, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  V.  8.  8.  Wy  aiming. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Holman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  the  casualties  on  board  the 

IT.  S.  S.  Wyalusing. 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  31, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  list  of 
casualties  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  late  expedition  up  the  Roa¬ 
noke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Wounded. — Robert  Williams,  landsman,  lacerated  wound  of  scalp, 
caused  by  a  splinter  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant;  doing  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc. 

Samuel  Holman, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Earl  English,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Officer. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Arnold,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  sinking  and  destruction  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  Otsego. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Chicopee, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  January  1, 1865. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  sinking  of  the 
H.  S.  S.  Otsego,  lately  under  my  command,  and  other  information  in 
regard  to  her  and  her  officers  and  crew : 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  ultimo,  at  9:12  p.  m.,  while  ascending  the 
Roanoke  River,  and  forming  a  part  of  an  expedition  then  advancing  up 
it,  she  was  struck  by  two  torpedoes  and  sunk  in  thirteen  minutes  off 
Jamesville  Bluff,  in  about  2J  fathoms  water,  submerging  entirely  her 
spar  deck. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  no  lives  were  lost  and  but  few  persons 
injured,  and  they  not  seriously.  The  crew  were  sent  on  board  the  vari¬ 
ous  vessels  of  the  fleet  in  company  with  us,  myself,  the  officers,  and  the 
marine  guard  remaining  by  the  ship  during  the  night,  saving  and  send¬ 
ing  away  such  things  as  could  be  got  at. 

The  next  day  the  Wyalusing,  the  senior  officer’s  ship,  hauled  along¬ 
side  of  the  Otsego  and  took  her  battery  on  board. 

On  the  11th,  by  order  of  Commander  Macomb,  I  mounted  two 
24-pounder  howitzers  and  one  20-pounder  rifle  on  the  hurricane  deck, 
placed  our  galley  there,  spread  awnings  for  the  protection  of  the  men, 
provided  arms  and  ammunition,  and  with  8  officers  and  30  men  remained 
on  board  the  wrecked  vessel  to  keep  her  from  falling  into  the  enemy’s 
hands  and  to  act  as  a  lookout  upon  that  part  of  the  river,  and  so  far 
as  lay  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  annoying  our  vessels 
passing  and  repassing  or  from  iflanting  batteries  upon  Jamesville  Bluff 
while  the  fleet  ascended  the  river  to  carry  out  the  intent  of  the 
expedition. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  the  fleet  having  returned,  the  Wyalusing 
and  the  Chicopee  came  alongside  and  commenced  stripping  ship  and 
removing  everything  out  of  her  that  could  be  got  at.  '  On  that  even¬ 
ing,  by  verbal  order  of  Commander  Macomb,  I  left  the  Otsego  and  took 
up  my  quarters  on  board  the  Chicopee,  the  officers  and  men  being  dis¬ 
tributed  among  the  various  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

The  next  day  the  work  of  her  destruction  commenced  by  the  firing 
of  solid  shot  into  her  engine  and  boilers  on  the  part  of  the  two  vessels 
just  mentioned;  but  as  the  Chicopee  was  ordered  to  Plymouth,  I  did 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON  177 

not,  in  consequence,  witness  it  entirely.  The  Otsego  is  now  entirely 
destroyed.  Her  officers  and  crew  have  been  disposed  of  by  Commander 
Macomb,  and  the  list  of  all  articles  saved  belonging  to  her  has  been 
sent  to  him. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  good  conduct  of  both  officers 
and  men  from  the  time  of  her  sinking  until  her  abandonment. 

Almost  all  the  crew  have  lost  their  clothing.  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  officers  of  the  Otsego ,  if  possible,  may  be  given  a  short  leave 
of  absence,  sufficiently  long  to  enable  them  to  provide  themselves  with 
clothing  and  other  articles  necessary  to  their  comfort  on  board  ship,  as 
they  lost,  some  of  them,  all,  and  others  the  most,  of  their  clothing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  N.  T.  Arnold, 

Lieutenant- Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Macomb,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  expedition. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Off  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
expedition  up  the  Roanoke  River  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  1st 
instant: 

In  my  No.  60,  dated  December  11,  which  was  sent  you  by  Acting 
First  Assistant  Engineer  Samuel  C.  Midlam,  chief  engineer  of  the 
Otsego,  I  gave  a  full  account  of  the  progress  of  the  expedition  up  to  that 
date,  including  the  destruction  of  the  Otsego  and  Bazely  by  torpedoes. 

After  this  it  became  necessary  to  drag  the  river  ahead  of  the  vessels 
with  small  boats,  which,  of  course,  rendered  the  passage  up  the  river 
extremely  tedious,  not  allowing  us  to  make  more  than  0  miles  per  day. 

In  this  manner  we  advanced  about  8  miles  above  Jamesville  before 
finding  any  more  topedoes,  but  here  we  came  on  another  nest  of  them. 
This  was  on  the  14th  instant,  and  all  through  that  day  the  boats  were 
engaged  dragging  out  the  torpedoes,  of  which  they  found  twenty-one 
at  this  point. 

It  will  now  be  necessary  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  movements 
of  the  army  forces  of  the  expedition  up  to  this  time. 

The  arrangement  between  myself  and  Colonel  Jones  Frankie,  Second 
Massachusetts  Artillery,  commanding  the  land  forces,  was  that  we 
were  to  communicate  at  Jamesville,  Williamston,  and  other  places  on 
the  way,  but  being  ignorant  of  the  time  it  would  necessarily  take  to 
get  vessels  of  this  class  up  a  narrow  and  tortuous  river  like  the  Roan¬ 
oke,  he  thought  that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to  move  very  fast 
to  keep  us  from  overtaking  and  passing  him,  and  on  arriving  at  James¬ 
ville  before  the  gunboats  he  did  not  wait  for  us,  but  pushed  on,  think-, 
ing  that  we  would  catch  up  to  him  soon  enough.  The  consequence  of 
this  was  that  he  reached  the  bluff  on  the  third  day  after  leaving  Ply¬ 
mouth,  while  we  were  struggling  up  the  river,  dragging  night  and  day 
to  clear  out  the  torpedoes. 

On  arriving  at  the  bluff  within  sight  of  the  enemy’s  works  Colonel 
Frankie  decided  that  as  the  gunboats  had  not  yet  got  up,  and  as  he  was 
short  of  ammunition  and  provisions,  his  transports  from  which  he 
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had  expected  to  be  supplied  being  with  us,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to 
risk  an  assault  on  the  enemy’s  works,  being  ignorant  of  their  torce. 
In  this  opinion  he  was  supported  by  Brigadier- General  Wild,  who  had 
o-one  with  the  colonel  as  volunteer.  Accordingly  they  fell  back  to 
Jamesville,  where  they  notified  me  of  their  arrival  on  the  15th  instant. 

The  colonel  came  up  to  the  place  where  we  were  at  that  time,  called 
Cedar  Landing,  and  proposed  that  in  advancing  again  we  should  pur¬ 
sue  a  new  plan,  which  was  that  he  should  land  his  forces  on  the  north 
(Bertie  County)  side  of  the  river,  push  on  up  to  Edwards  Ferry,  where 
he  would  destroy  the  rebel  ironclad  and  then  return,  meeting  the  gun¬ 
boats  at  Speller’s  Ferry  or  Poplar  Point.  This  plan  seemed  feasible 
and  was  adopted,  but  when  the  colonel  returned  to  J amesville  to  pre¬ 
pare  for  crossing  his  troops  over  the  river,  he  was  informed  by  his 
surgeon  that  most  of  his  men  were  sick  or  frost-bitten,  they  having 
started  without  proper  shoes,  etc.,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  that 
they  should  return  to  Plymouth  to  recruit,  which  they  did.  After  this 
it  was  understood  that  the  land  force  would  advance  again  as  soon  as 
the  men  were  sufficiently  recruited,  and  that  in  the  meantime  we 
should  continue  up  the  river,  they  joining  us  before  we  reached  Bain- 
bow  Bluff. 

We  pushed  on  up  the  river  as  before,  dragging  all  the  way  until  the 
20th,  when,  about  7  miles  below  Bainbow,  our  dragging  party  were  fired 
on  by  the  enemy  from  the  woods  on  the  bank,  and  1  man  killed  and  an 
officer  and  3  others  wounded.  The  officer  was  Acting  Master  J oseph  D. 
Wells,  of  the  Chicopee.  The  Valleij  City,  which  vessel  was  kept  close 
behind  the  boats  to  protect  them  from  an  attack  of  this  kind,  immedi¬ 
ately  opened  fire  on  the  place  where  the  rebels  had  been  seen,  for  the 
woods  were  too  thick  to  allow  us  to  see  the  men,  and  drove  them  off. 

Dragging  in  the  boats  now  became  a  very  dangerous  operation ;  nev¬ 
ertheless  it  must  be  done  or  we  could  proceed  no  farther.  When  we 
started  ahead  again  in  the  afternoon  I  landed  the  marines  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Ensign  L.  H.  Fossett,  of  the  Wyalusing,  to  act  as 
skirmishers,  keeping  opposite  to  the  boats  and  under  cover  of  the  Valley 
City’s  guns.  We  advanced  this  way  about  3  miles,  when  we  came  to  a 
place  where  the  river  curved  toward  a  high  ridge  of  land  which  had 
been  in  sight  for  some  time  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  but  some  dis¬ 
tance  off.  At  this  point  the  marines  were  fired  on  by  a  large  number 
of  the  enemy  hid  in  the  surrounding  woods.  Our  men  fell  back  till 
they  reached  a  levee  which  skirted  the  river,  under  cover  of  which  they 
made  their  way  to  the  ships  and  were  taken  off.  All  this  time  the  Valley 
City  was  shelling  over  their  heads,  and  very  soon  the  enemy  opened 
with  a  battery  from  the  top  of  the  ridge,  to  which  the  Valley  City 
replied,  as  did  also  the  Chicopee,  which  vessel  came  up  at  that  time.  Mr. 
John  E.  Lewis,  late  pilot  of  the  Otsego,  whom  I  had  ordered  on  board 
the  Valley  City  on  temporary  duty,  was  killed  at  this  time  by  a  Minie 
ball,  which  passed  through  his  head,  and  1  man  on  the  Valley  City  was 
wounded. 

This  was  the  time  for  the  land  force  to  have  been  at  hand  to  clear 
the  enemy  from  the  river  banks  so  that  we  could  continue  dragging, 
but  their  supplies  had  not  been  sent  to  them  from  New  Berne,  and  they 
were  obliged  to  borrow  from  the  Shamrock  (which  vessel  was  left  to 
guard  Plymouth)  to  subsist  their  men  until  they  should  receive  their 
supplies. 

Thus,  here  we  were,  with  nothing  to  do  but  to  wait,  for  it  was  impossible 
to  drag  the  river  as  long  as  the  woods  on  the  banks  continued  full  of 
the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  and  we  could  not  dislodge  them  without  a 
land  force. 
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During  the  night  of  the  20th  we  were  annoyed  by  the  enemy,  who  lay 
on  the  bank  under  cover  of  the  levee  and  fired  on  us  with  musketry, 
and  it  was  only  after  shelling  for  some  time  and  throwing  away  a  great 
deal  of  grape  and  canister  that  we  could  drive  them  off.  On  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  21st,  not  having  heard  anything  from  the  enemy’s  battery, 
though  we  had  opened  a  heavy  fire  on  it  that  morning,  I  determined  to 
send  the  Valley  City  around  the  bend  (as  far  as  the  boats  had  dragged) 
to  see  if  they  had  not  taken  their  guns  away,  knowing  that  if  they  had 
not  they  would  fire  on  her.  She  got  underway  and  was  rounding  the 
point,  her  bows  only  being  visible  beyond,  when  the  enemy  open'd  on 
her  with  a  new  battery,  which  must  have  been  thrown  up  during  the 
night,  only  a  few  hundred  yards  distant,  and  fired  four  shots  before  she 
could  drop  back  again,  three  of  which  struck  her;  one  of  them,  a  shell, 
bursting  in  the  pilot  house,  killed  2  men  and  wounded  the  pilot  and  1 
other.  They  had  got  the  range  of  the  point  previously,  for  Acting 
Master  Brooks,  of  the  Valley  City ,  saw  the  man  walk  up  to  the  gun  and 
pull  the  lock  string  without  taking  aim. 

After  this  we  threw  some  100-pounder  shell  at  the  battery  over  the 
woods,  but  it  was  so  screened  by  the  trees  that  we  could  only  see  from 
the  tops  the  smoke  which  rose  from  their  guns,  and  therefore  I  am 
unable  to  say  what  damage  we  did.  During  the  day  we  were  fired  on 
from  the  woods,  and  in  the  afternoon  we  saw  the  rebels  working  on  the 
top  of  the  ridge  not  more  than  1,000  yards  from  where  we  lay.  We 
threw  some  shell  at  them  and  made  them  stop  their  work  for  a  while, 
but  as  soon  as  we  stopped  they  began  again.  It  was  evident  that  they 
were  planting  a  battery  at  this  point,  and  as  we  could  do  no  good  where 
we  were,  I  dropped  into  the  next  reach,  where  we  lay  for  the  night  out 
of  sight  from  the  ridge. 

Up  to  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  we  had  no  news  of  the  army’s  advance, 
and  during  the  last  few  days  the  enemy  had  been  largely  reinforced, 
probably  by  the  forces  accumulated  to  opposeGeneral  Warren’s  advance 
on  Weldon,  N.  O.  I  was  informed  by  contrabands,  citizens,  and  a  pris¬ 
oner  whom  we  captured,  that  the  rebels  had  8,000  men  at  and  about 
Rainbow,  and  from  the  numbers  that  swarmed  on  the  banks  on  all  sides 
I  should  judge  that  this  report  was  not  much  exaggerated.  It  was  evi¬ 
dent,  then,  that  even  should  Colonel  Frankie  bring  up  his  1,000  or  1,500 
men,  they  could  not  succeed  in  driving  from  a  strong  position  a  force 
so  much  superior  to  their  own.  But  as  long  as  the  enemy  held  the 
bank  s  of  the  river,  I  would  be  unable  to  drag  in  open  boats  for  toi  pedoes, 
which  I  was  informed  from  all  quarters  were  laid  in  this  part  of  the  river, 
and  consequently  could  not  advance  with  the  gunboats.  Had  not  the 
torpedoes  prevented  our  advance  we  could  have  run  past  the  batteries, 
though  we  should  have  been  obliged  to  warp  the  vessel  up  the  river. .  I 
therefore  determined  to  fall  back.  I  sent  picket  boat  Ao.  5  ahead  with 
a  request  that  Colonel  Frankie  would  send  a  force  from  Plymouth  to 
hold  the  bluff  at  Jamesville  till  we  should  have  passed  down,  as  this 
point  could  have  been  fortified  with  a  few  fieldpieces  so  as  to  give  us  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  in  passing.  On  her  way  down  No.  5  met  an  army 
transport  with  a  few  hundred  men  on  their  way  to  William ston,  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  which  they  delivered  my  letter  to  Colonel  Frankie, 
and  the  transport  accordingly  landed  the  men  at  Jamesville,  as  I 

requested.  ,  ,  1 

We  dropped  down  the  river  all  night,  and  anchored  near  morning 

above  some  sharp  bends  about  a  mile  from  Speller’s.  In  the  afternoon, 
when  we  commenced  dropping  down  the  river,  the  enemy  s  shaip- 
shooters  followed  us  about  6  miles,  and  we  had  to  keep  up  at  intervals  a 
heavy  fire  of  grape  and  canister  to  drive  them  off. 
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The  next  morning,  23d,  we  commenced  dropping 'again,  and  about 
midnight  we  reached  Jamesville.  The  passage  down  the  river  was 
effected  with  much  less  difficulty  than  anyone  expected,  judging  from 
the  difficulty  of  the  ascent,  but  it  required  the  strictest  attention  and 
the  greatest  care  on  the  part  of  the  pilots.  All  hands  were  on  deck  all 
the  time,  except  for  two  or  three  hours  when  we  lay  at  night  above 
Speller’s  Ferry,  and  boats  were  kept  constantly  alongside  ready  to  take 
out  hawsers. 

All  through  the  expedition  we  had  to  contend  with  the  greatest  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  the  failure  to  accomplish  the  object  mentioned  in  your  letter 
of  the  1st  can  not  be  attributed  to  any  fault  of  ours.  Had  we  not 
encountered  the  torpedoes,  the  expedition  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
successful,  for  we  should  have  reached  the  bluff  before  the  enemy  had  been 
reinforced,  and  we  could  easily  have  driven  the  few  troops  then  in  the 
batteries  from  their  guns.  But  from  what  I  heard  of  General  Palmer’s 
orders  from  General  Butler,  I  should  judge  that  one,  at  least,  of  the 
objects  of  the  expedition  was  accomplished,  which  was  also  an  object  of 
General  Warren’s  raid,  namely,  to  occupy  the  enemy’s  troops  to  prevent 
him  from  sending  forces  to  the  South  against  Sherman. 

During  the  whole  time  we  have  been  up  the  river,  two  weeks,  the 
officers  and  men  have  been  continually  engaged  in  the  most  arduous 
duties  and  have  always  been  prompt  and  cheerful  in  their  performance. 

On  the  night  succeeding  our  arrival  at  Jamesville  an  explosion  was 
heard  up  the  river,  which  I  at  first  feared  to  be  a  torpedo  exploded  by 
the  Chicopee,  but  on  sending  up  to  find  out,  everything  was  found  right 
with  that  ship,  and  she  had  fired  no  gun,  nor  had  any  other  vessel.  The 
report  must  therefore  have  been  caused  by  a  torpedo  which  the  enemy 
exploded  while  trying  to  sink  it  in  the  river,  supposing  that  we  had  not 
yet  passed  down,  or  to  prevent  us  from  reascending. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  make  some  disposition  of  the  Otsego , 
either  to  attempt  to  raise  her  and  recover  her  engine,  or  to  destroy  her 
so  effectually  that  the  rebels  could  make  no  use  of  her.  I  therefore 
called  a  board  of  officers  to  decide  the  question,  who  determined  that 
it  would  be  most  expedient  to  destroy  her,  as  she  could  not  be  raised 
without  the  heights  at  Jamesville  were  held  by  our  forces  during  the 
operation,  which  Colonel  Frankie  affirmed  could  not  be  done  by  the 
available  forces  in  this  district  against  the  force  which  the  enemy  might 
bring  against  it,  on  account  of  the  character  of  the  surrounding  country. 
I  enclose  a  report  of  the  board,  and  also  Colonel  Frankie’s  certificate. 

On  the  25th  instant,  after  I  had  taken  everything  out  of  the  Otsego 
that  could  be  reached  in  her  condition — her  battery  and  a  large  number  of 
articles,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed  list — the  Chicopee  hauled  along¬ 
side  of  her  and  fired  solid  shot,  aiming  at  her  machinery,  which  was 
much  damaged  thereby,  though  almost  entirely  submerged.  After  the 
Chicopee  ceased,  the  Wyalusing  went  alongside  and  continued  the 
destruction  till  everything  visible  was  broken.  The  wheels  were 
knocked  to  pieces,  one  end  of  the  shaft  broken  off,  the  machinery  about 
the  valve  chest  badly  broken,  and  the  crank  smashed.  After  this  I 
exploded  about  100  pounds  of  powder  near  the  valves  by  sinking  it 
through  the  valve  hatch  near  the  condenser,  and  another  barrel  contain¬ 
ing  about  300  pounds  was  blown  up  in  the  fire  room  between  the  boilers. 
When  the  destruction  was  thus  rendered  as  complete  as  possible,  she 
was  set  on  fire. 

We  then  got  underway  and  ran  down  to  Plymouth. 

Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  give  you  an  idea  of  the  extreme 
difficulty  attending  the  passage  up  this  river  by  vessels  of  this  class. 
The  river  is  so  tortuous  that  they  are  unable  to  steam  up,  but  have  to 
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proceed  by  sending  out  hawsers  to  the  trees  to  swing  around  the  bends, 
the  current  being  too  strong  to  permit  a  tug  to  tow  them  up.  More¬ 
over,  it  is  so  narrow  (not  exceeding  70  yards  in  anyplace  above  James- 
ville)  that  these  vessels  have  not  room  to  spring  around  to  bring  their 
batteries  to  bear;  and  should  it  become  necessary  to  lire  up  a  reach 
they  can  only  spring  around  sufficiently  to  bring  their  forward  guns 
to  bear.  The  class  of  vessels  most  appropriate  for  this  river  is,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  the  large  ferryboats  like  the  Commodore  Barney. 
These  vessels  can  bring  their  whole  battery  (which  is  nearly  as  heavy 
as  that  of  this  vessel)  to  bear  directly  ahead  and  astern ;  and  moreover, 
not  being  as  long  as  the  double-enders,  they  can,  in  most  cases,  steam 
around  the  bends  without  the  help  of  hawsers. 

Before  this  expedition  it  was  not  thought  practicable  by  any  of  the 
pilots  here  to  ascend  this  river  with  double-enders,  and  I  will  venture 
to  assert  that  the  operation  of  taking  vessels  250  feet  long  (the  neces¬ 
sary  appendage  of  torpedo  catchers  making  25  feet  more  length)  up 
such  a  river  as  this  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  on  record  in  the  naval 
history  of  this  war.  The  vessels  were  frequently  swept  by  the  current 
fairly  in  among  the  trees,  their  branches  entangling  our  rigging,  and 
carrying  away  rails,  etc.  Each  of  the  vessels  lost  three  torpedo  catchers 
in  this  way. 

The  commanding  officers,  Commander  [  A.  D.]  Harrell,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  [Earl]  English,  Acting  Masters  [J.  A.  J.]  Brooks,  [H.  H.]  Foster, 
and  [J.  G.]  Green,  and  Acting  Ensign  [J.  H.]  Chapman,  behaved  in  the 
most  commendable  manner,  as  did  also  the  officers  and  men  under  their 
command.  Lieutenant-Commander  Arnold,  although  not  able  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  operations  above  Jamesville,  was  necessarily  left 
in  a  very  embarrassing  position  on  board  the  wreck  of  his  vessel  with 
a  portion  of  his  crew  and  a  few  officers. 

Acting  Master  Brooks,  of  the  Valley  City ,  deserves  my  special  notice 
on  account  of  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  operations  of  drag¬ 
ging  the  river.  ,  _  ,  .  ,  ,  ,.  . 

Lieutenant  Commander  English,  on  whose  vessel  I  hoisted  the  divi¬ 
sional  officer’s  pennant,  has  my  thanks  for  his  efficient  services  m  the 
capacity,  as  it  were,  of  fleet  captain.  ^  ,  , 

The  casualties  during  the  expedition  were:  Otsego ,  1  man  wounded 
by  explosion  of  torpedo;  Bazely ,  2  men  killed;  Chicopee,  1  man  killed 
and  an  officer  and  3  men  wounded;  Wy alusing,  1  man  wounded;  Talley 
City,  1  officer  killed,  2  men  killed,  and  1  officer  and  2  men  wounded. 

Total,  6  killed  and  9  wounded.  i  n  . 

The  losses  would  have  been  much  greater  had  not  the  vessels,  by  my 
order  made  breastworks  around  their  hurricane  decks  and  other  exposed 
parts!  of  cotton  bales  (which  had  been  captured  a  short  time  previous 
by  the  Chicopee)  and  the  men’s  bags  and  hammocks,  which  protected 

us  from  the  rifle  balls. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  J  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

December  23,  1864. 

General  Leventhorpe  reports  the  enemy  attempted,  on  the  20th  to 
land  a  force  at  Poplar  Point,  3  miles  from  Fort  Branch,  on  the  Roanoke. 
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The  attacking  party  consisted  of  three  gunboats  and  barges  loaded 
with  troops.  After  a  combat  of  three  hours  they  were  repulsed  with 
loss.  The  attack  was  renewed  on  21st  and  their  skirmishers  landed, 
which  were  attacked  and  driven  to  the  boats.  The  gunboats  have 
resumed  the  position  they  occupied  previous  to  their  attempt  to  land 

troops  at  Poplar  Point.  ^  T 

R.  E.  Lee. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

December  23,  1864. 

General  Leventhorpe  reports  that  he  attacked  the  enemy’s  gunboats 
yesterday  off  Poplar  Point  and  drove  them  away.  Our  infantry  kept 
up  and  fought  them  with  determination  for  4  miles.  Colonel  Whitford, 
who  behaved  with  great  gallantry  on  the  occasion,  was  slightly 
wounded. 

R.  E.  Lee. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  December  10,  1864 — 3:30  p.  m. 

(Received  4  p.  m.) 

We  would  like  some  more  men,  about  200,  at  once,  to  fill  up  dis¬ 
charged  men’s  places.  They  can  follow  us  down.  Mostly  seamen  and 
ordinary  seamen. 

D.  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  December  10 ,  1864. 

(Received  2:45  p.  m.) 

We  are  very  much  in  want  of  men.  Only  175  of  the  800  required 
have  come.  Will  you  please  send  some  at  once  for  the  James  River 
division1? — about  150 — and  the  rest  for  the  other  portions  of  the 
squadron. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dennison ,  77.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  77.  S.  S.  Cherokee ,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  British  steamer 
Emma  Henry. 

IT.  S.  S.  Cherokee, 

77.  S.  Naval  Station,  Beaufort,  N.  G.,  December  10, 1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  latitude  30°  53' N.,  longitude  77°  16'  W.,  sighted  black  smoke 
bearing  W.  N.  W.  By  keeping  in  the  sun  glare  I  managed  to  approach 
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within  5  miles  of  a  steamer  unperceived;  the  stranger  was  heading  to 
the  eastward,  but  upon  seeing  us  be  turned  to  the  northward  and  west¬ 
ward;  as  I  gained  upon  him  rapidly  he  turned  to  the  northward  and 
eastward.  Thinking  I  was  in  range  I  fired  two  shots;  finding  they 
fell  short  discontinued  the  fire.  As  I  was  still  gaining  he  hauled  to  the 
eastward  and  made  sail,  which  increased  his  speed  and  equalized  the 
chase.  The  wind  was  strong  from  the  northeast  and  a  very  rough  sea 
running.  I  carried  all  sail  I  had.  At  11:40  he  shortened  sail  and 
headed  to  the  northward  and  stopped.  At  12  m.  I  was  alongside  and 
took  possession  of  the  English  blockade  runner  Emma  Henry,  with  600 
bales  of  cotton.  As  her  feed  pumps  would  not  work,  I  took  her  in  tow 
for  Beaufort,  1ST.  C.,  where  I  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant. 
There  were  no  other  vessels  in  sight  at  the  time  of  the  capture. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Wi.  E.  Dennison, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Cherokee. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dennison,  U.  S.  Navy,  commend¬ 
ing  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  captured  steamer  Emma  Henry. 

JJ.  S.  S.  Cherokee, 

U.  S.  Naval  Station ,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fact  that  the  captain 
and  officers  of  the  steamer  Emma  Henry  conducted  themselves  m  a 
manner  highly  creditable  at  the  time  and  since  the  capture,  ike  cap¬ 
tain  prevented  the  crew  from  defacing  the  vessel  or  destroying  the 
property  on  board.  The  chief  engineer  has  used  every  exertion  and 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  getting  the  steamer  ready  for  sea 
As  the  conduct  of  these  officers  is  so  different  from  what  I  have 
seen  in  other  captures,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fact.  .  , 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  J  1  W.  E.  Dennison, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Cherokee. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Cambridge. 

Off  Norfolk,  December  10,  1864. 

Sir:  Just  before  the  Cambridge  is  ready  for  sea,  you  will  please 
apply  to  the  Department  to  fill  her  up  with  her  complement  of  officers, 
as  I  have  been  obliged  to  take  most  all  of  hers  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
squadron.  When  she  is  all  ready  for  sea,  she  will  proceed  and  report 
to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^  ^  poRTEEi 

Rear-  A  dmiral. 


Captain  John  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Schenck,  U.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  JJ.  B.  B.  Tacony. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  10,  1864. 
Commodore  :  The  Tacony  is  hereby  assigned  temporarily  to  your 
division  in  place  of  the  Mattabesett,  ordered  to  the  sounds,  and  the 
commanding  officer  has  been  directed  to  conform  to  general  orders. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  J.  P.  Schenck, 

Commanding  Third  Division,  N ortli  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Guest,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  contraband  trade  in 

the  Nansemond  River. 


IJ.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

Nansemond  River ,  December  10,  1864. 

Commodore  :  I  am  here  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  you.  I  got  the 
Sassacus  here  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  landing  our  men  to 
examine  the  shores  of  the  river,  but  the  fog  is  so  thick  that  I  have 
postponed  the  expedition,  believing  it  to  be  unsafe  to  send  my  men 
beyond  the  cover  of  the  guns  of  this  vessel. 

I  have  boarded  a  great  number  of  small  vessels,  all  having  a  permit 
from  the  provost-marshal,  by  order  of  General  Butler,  “to  fish  and  oys 
ter,  and  carry  provisions  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Nansemond.’’  Some 
of  these  vessels  are  not  provided  with  the  ordinary  appliances  for  fish¬ 
ing,  and  I  believe  there  is  an  extensive  contraband  trade  going  on  and 
information  furnished  to  the  enemy.  I  heard  from  a  bona  fide  oyster- 
man  that  rebel  scouts  are,  or  were,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nansemond 
day  before  yesterday.  There  is  nothing  whatever  to  jirevent  commu¬ 
nication  with  the  left  as  well  as  the  right  bank  so  long  as  these  per¬ 
mits  are  granted. 

I  therefore  respectfully  request  permission  to  disregard  these  permits 
and  to  blockade  this  river  strictly  and  to  break  up  this  business 
altogether. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 

Commander,  Commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Iosco. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Comdg.  1st  Div.  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  11, 1864. 
Orders  sent  to  New  York  for  all  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  they 
have.  Dictator  leaves  New  York  to-morrow. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  First  Assistant  Engineer 
Lay,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Spuyten  Duyvil,  to  'proceed  up 
the  James  River. 


Hampton  Roads,  December  11,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  with  the  Spuyten  Duyvil 
up  James  River  and  report  to  Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  commanding 
Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


First  Assistant  Engineer  J.  L.  Lay, 

Commanding  Spuyten  Duyvil. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Clisson ,  U.  8. 

Navy,  to  convoy  the  monitor  Mahopac  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  accompany  the  monitor  Mahopac  to  Beaufort,  N.  C., 
and  if  necessary  take  her  in  tow  and  give  her  all  aid  and  assistance 
on  the  voyage,  after  which  you  will  remain  in  a  position  to  join  the 
squadron  if  you  can  not  go  into  Beaufort  with  safety. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Potter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  JJ.  S.  8.  Mahopac,  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  in  company  or  tow  of  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  fill  up  there  with  ammunition  without  delay, 
working  night  and  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Mahopac ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Sands,  TJ.  8. 

Navy,  to  convoy  the  monitor  Monadnock  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  accompany  the  monitor  Monadnoch  to  Beaufort,  N.  C., 
and  if  necessary  take  her  in  tow  and  give  her  all  aid  and  assistance 
on  the  voyage,  after  which  you  will  remain  in  a  position  to  join  the 
squadron  if  you  can  not  get  into  Beaufort  with  safety. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  B.  E.  Sands, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Fort  Jachson,  Hampton  Roads. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monadnock,  to  proceed  to  Beaufort , 

N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  Y.  O.,  in  company  or  tow  of  the 
Fort  Jackson,  and  till  up  there  with  ammunition  without  delay,  working 
night  and  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott, 

U.  8.  8.  Monadnock,  Hampton  Boads. 


Order  of  Bear -Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Trenchard, 
TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  convoy  the  monitor  Canonicus  to  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  accompany  the  monitor  Canonicus  to  Beaufort,  Y.  C., 
and  if  necessary  take  her  in  tow  and  give  her  all  aid  and  assistance 
on  the  voyage,  after  which  you  will  remain  in  a  position  to  join  the 
squadron  if  you  can  not  go  into  Beaufort  with  safety. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Bhode  Island,  Hampton  Boads. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Belknap,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Canonicus,  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  Y.  C.,  in  company  or  tow  of  the 
Bhode  Island  and  till  up  there  with  ammunition  without  delay,  working 
night  and  day. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant- Commander  Geo.  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Canonicus ,  Hampton  Boads. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Guest,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Iosco ,  to  proceed  to  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Iosco  to  Beaufort,  taking  advantage 
of  a  smooth  time  after  this  wind  abates,  and  remain  there  till  further 
orders.  The  Sassacus  goes  down  there  and  you  can  keep  company  with 
her  if  you  apprehend  that  your  vessel  might  require  assistance. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Tosco. 
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Instructions  from  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  77.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander 
Macomb ,  77.  $.  Navy,  regarding  the  execution  of  Treasury  regulations 
relative  to  trade. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

77.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads.  December  11 , 1864. 

Sir  :  The  late  Treasury  regulations  make  some  new  arrangements 
with  regard  to  trade. 

The  only  thing  required  from  you  is  to  abstain  from  any  interference 
in  the  permits  granted  by  legal  representatives  of  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment.  You  will  recognize  these  permits  when  they  are  signed  by  Gen¬ 
erals  Butler  or  Shepley,  commanding  in  the  District  of  North  Carolina, 
taking  care  that  no  attempts  to  introduce  contraband  of  war  among  the 
rebels  are  successful.  The  object  of  the  law  is  to  enable  persons  to 
bring  out  the  products  of  the  country,  and,  as  the  military  commander 
of  the  district  is  responsible  for  the  character  of  the  persons  who  trade 
within  the  lines  occupied  by  our  troops,  his  name  must  be  considered 
as  ample  security  for  the  loyalty  of  the  parties  concerned. 

In  these  matters  you  will  not  fail  to  observe  the  proper  courtesy  due 
to  the  commanders  of  the  district  in  which  trade  is  allowed.  There  are 
many  persons,  though,  who  are  so  avaricious  and  regardless  of  the  harm 
they  may  do  our  cause,  that  they  will  not  hesitate  to  violate  the  law  and 
carry  stores  of  all  kinds  to  the  rebels.  Whenever  you  meet  with  such 
cases,  don’t  hesitate  to  seize  the  property  and  also  the  persons  of  the 
individuals  engaged  in  illegal  traffic,  which  is  when  they  go  beyond  the 
permit  granted  by  the  Treasury. 

A  Treasury  agent  has  no  right  to  grant  permits  to  trade,  beyond 
bringing  out  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  products  of  the  country,  and 
you  must  examine  carefully  the  papers  of  all  persons  who  are  found 
purchasing  in  your  district.  All  boats  and  parcels  are  subject  to 
search,  and  you  will  use  the  authority  you  have  for  that  purpose. 
Cotton  and  tobacco  belonging  to  Confederate  authority,  or  to  persons 
employed  in  arms  against  the  United  States,  are  subject  to  seizure  by  the 
vessels  under  your  command,  and  can  be  sent  into  court  and  informed 
on,  as  follows,  to  the  judge  of  the  district  to  which  they  are  sent: 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  against  (so  much  merchandise)  the  property  of  A.  B. 
(rebel  officer  or  rebel  authority),  which  you  will  please  libel  and  proceed  against 
according  to  law.  I  herewith  enclose  you  a  statement  of  all  the  circumstances  con¬ 
nected  with  the  capture. 

Respectfully,  etc. 


If  you  detect  any  Treasury  agent  granting  permits  for  articles  con¬ 
traband  of  war,  or  in  any  way  liable  to  be  used  by  the  Confederates  in 
arms,  you  will  report  him  to  me  and  I  will  report  the  matter  to  the 
Department. 

Any  vessel  or  boat  caught  trading,  or  going  within  the  enemy’s  lines, 
will  be  seized,  permit  or  no  permit. 

Very  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron 


Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  Fifth  Division , 
regarding  the  affairs  of  his  command. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Aiken’s  Landing ,  James  River ,  December  11, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  visited  all  the  vessels  in  James  River, 
in  obedience  to  your  order  by  telegraph  of  the  8th  instant,  received  by 
me  at  4:  30  o’clock  p.  m.,  going  down  the  river  in  the  tugboat  Epsilon. 

I  found  the  different  vessels  at  their  stations,  and  read  to  the  com¬ 
manders  of  them  your  telegraphic  dispatch  enjoining  them  to  keep  on 
the  alert  to  row  guard  and  to  take  other  useful  precautions  to  keep 
the  police  of  the  river.  I  found  the  crews  of  nearly  all  the  vessels 
deficient  in  men,  particularly  in  firemen  and  coal  heavers. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  an  efficient  gunboat  should  be  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Fort  Powhatan,  which  is  now  unguarded,  and  at  least  two 
vessels  should  be  kept  at  Deep  Bottom,  which,  with  I  laxalPs  Landing, 
are  the  most  vital  points  on  the  river. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  of  the  Eutaw ,  reports  that  the  enemy 
attacked  our  line  at  Deep  Bottom  yesterday  and  captured  some  of  our 
pickets,  but  that  he  shelled  them  and  disabled  one  of  his  100-pounder 
Parrott  guns  in  the  action.  The  gun  was  disabled  at  the  vent,  and  I 
propose  to  send  it  down  in  the  Phlox  for  repairs.  Ro  wooden  vessels 
could  pass  Fort  Powhatan  if  the  rebels  get  possession  of  it,  as  it  forms 
a  natural  gateway  to  the  river. 

I  found  the  Hunchback  and  the  Daylight  cruising  between  White 
Shoal  light-house  and  Point  of  Shoals,  as  you  had  directed  in  a  former 
telegram,  but  returned  to  City  Point  in  the  Hunchback  as  she  was  in 
want  of  coal.  I  have  stationed  this  vessel  near  the  Eutaw,  as  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Blake  said  it  was  important  to  have  some  support  in  case 
of  attack.  The  Mendota,  Commodore  Perry,  Western  World,  and  Henry 
Brinker  will  cruise  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  the  Daylight ,  as  you 
directed. 

Most  of  the  vessels  of  this  division  require  repairs,  and  two  more 
powerful  tugs  could  be  usefully  employed.  There  are  not  enough  gun¬ 
boats  to  guard  all  the  important  points  of  the  river. 

The  Miami  is  at  City  Point  to  protect  the  transports  and  other  pub¬ 
lic  property  there,  and  to  superintend  the  coal  and  ordnance  vessels. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding  Graves  is  well  qualified  for 
this  position,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  General  Grant  and  his  staff; 
this  fact  gives  him  facilities  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

About  six  more  vessels  of  the  size  of  the  Mendota  could  be  usefully 
employed  in  James  River. 

######  # 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Adams,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  ordnance  vessels  for 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  When  the  gale  is  over  and  setting  to  a  steady  northwester  you 
will  start  the  ordnance  vessels  so  that  the  wind  will  carry  them  as  far 
as  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
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Don’t  fail  in  getting  them  off  at  the  right  time.  Take  any  tugs  you 
can  find  to  tow  them  to  where  they  can  make  sail. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Bear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  A.  Adams,  Jr., 

Fleet  Ordnance  Officer,  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Boads. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Walker,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  8aco,  to  proceed  'with  the 
squadron  to  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Hampton  Boads,  Va.,  December  12, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  transfer  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Atlanta  all 
guard  papers  and  orders  and  will  prepare  to  sail  with  the  squadron. 

You  will  go  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  await  the  sailing  of  the  vessels 
from  that  place  to  join  in  the  coming  fight. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jno.  G.  Walker, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Saco,  Hampton  Boads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy- 
yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  forwarding  of  vessels  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  12,  1864. 

Captain:  As  I  will  not  have  a  chance  to  see  you  again,  I  wish  to 
request  that  as  fast  as  the  repairs  on  the  vessels  at  the  yard,  which 
belong  at  Beaufort,  are  finished,  that  you  will  send  them  down  to 
report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Captain  John  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Allen,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  I.  N.  Seymour. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  York  River  and  report  to  commanding 
officer  there  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

j Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  I.  N.  Seymour, 

Hampton  Boads. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Actiyf  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Woodward,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Atlanta,  to 
prepare  the  tug  Bepublic  for  guard  duty. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13,  1864. 

Sir:  Put  an  officer  and  a  few  men  with  arms  on  board  the  tug 
Bepublic  in  addition  to  those  she  has  and  give  her  commander  orders  to 
go  and  relieve  the  Saco,  doing  guard  duty,  at  once.  She  will  remain 
anchored  where  the  Saco  is  until  the  Young  America  comes  down,  when 
the  latter  vessel  will  be  guard  ship  until  Commander  Parker  makes 

other  arrangements. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Atlanta, 

Hampton  Boads. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Corbin,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  get  a  tow  and  proceed  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  report 
to  commandant  of  station  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  T.  G.  Corbin, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Augusta,  Hampton  Boads. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13, 1864. 
You  gave  us  four  prizes  this  moon.  We  have  five  and  one  steamer 
destroyed. 

Mr.  Higgins  has  left.  One  million  one  hundred  thousand  [dollars  of] 
rebel  property  captured  this  moon. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Par  leer,  TJ.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  control  of  affairs  in  James  Biver  and  adjacent 
waters. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13,  1864. 
Sir:  As  I  am  about  to  proceed  to  Beaufort  and  the  blockade,  it 
devolves  on  you  to  take  the  control  of  affairs  in  James  River  and  the 
adjacent  waters. 
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You  know  the  duty  to  be  performed  by  your  division,  and  will  exe¬ 
cute  it  as  may  seem  to  you  best  for  the  interest  of  tbe  service,  changing 
the  vessels  to  suit  circumstances. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Hampton  Roads,  December  13,  1864 — 1:30  p.m. 
I  shall  leave  here  for  Beaufort  in  an  hour. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Butler, 
jj.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  departure  of  United  States  vessels  from 
Eampton  Roads  for  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  December  13,  1864. 
General  :  The  rest  of  the  fleet  will  leave  here  in  three  hours,  and 
will  proceed  to  the  rendezvous  25  miles  east  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

The  powder  vessel  will  go  to  Beaufort  and  take  90  tons  of  powder  I 
had  there.  I  shall  follow  and  communicate  with  you  after  she  leaves 
Beaufort  for  her  destination.  I  think  the  Louisiana  will  carry  the  300 
tons.  She  has  now  200  on  board  and  room  for  200  more,  though  that 
would  sink  her  too  deep.  She  has  delayed  us  a  little,  and  our  move¬ 
ments  had  to  depend  on  her. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. 


Report  of  Commander  Spicer,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  prize  list  of  cotton. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Quaker  City, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  address  the  Department,  and  respectfully 
forward  herewith  a  prize  list  of  15  bales  of  cotton,  picked  up  by  this 
vessel  on  the  8th  of  December. 

I  have,  sir,  the  honor  to  be, 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  Wm.  F.  Spicer, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy ,  Washington ,  1),  C. 
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List  of  vessels  and  tlieir  stations  in  the  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading 

Squadron. 

North  Atlantic  Sqti Adron,  December  15 , 1864. 


Name. 


Guns. 


Agawam . 

Alabama . 

Anemone . 

Alert . 

Atlanta . 

Aries . 

Augusta . 

Adger,  James. ... 

Arietta . 

Albemarle  (hulk)  . . 

Alpha . 

Beta  (formerly  call¬ 
ed  picket  boat 
No.  2). 

Berberry . 

Britannia . 

Banshee  . 

Bignonia . 

Belle . 

Brooklyn . --I 

Ben  Morgan  (hulk) . 

Charles  Phelps - 

Canonicus . 

Chicopee . ! 

Clematis . 

Commodore  Hull — 

Ceres . 

Colorado . 

Cherokee . 

Calypso . 

Cambridge . 

Commodore  Barney 

Cactus . 

Commodore  Morris . 

Crusader  . 

Commodore  Perry . . 

Cuyler,  R.  R . 

Chippewa . 

Cohasset . 

Clinton . 

Dumbarton . 

Delaware . 

Dawn . 

Daylight . 

Dictator . 

Dacotah . 

Delta . . 

Epsilon . 

Emma . 

Eolus . 

Eutaw . 

Port  Jackson . . 

Florida . 

Port  Donelson 

Pabkee . 

Grand  Gulf . 

Gettysburg 
Governor  Bucking¬ 
ham. 

General  Putnam . . 

Granite . 

Glance . . 

Gamma . 

Howquali . 

Huron . - 

Hunchback . 

Henry  Brinker  . . . 

Heliotrope . 

Hoyt . 

Hetzel . 

Harcourt . 

Iosco  . 

Juniata . 

I.  N.  Seymour . 

Kansas . . 

Keystone  State 
Lilian . 


Class. 


26 


2 

10 

3 

6 

2 

50 

6 

6 

10 

7 

3 

7 

7 

5 
12 

6 
1 


Commanding  officer. 


Commander  A.  C.  Rhind . ------ 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  B .  Smith. . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  C.  Borden . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop  . . . . . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  J .  Woodward 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  W ells 


Commander  B.  M.  Dove  . 


Acting  Ensign  N.  It.  Davis . 


Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Rowntree . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  S.  Huse - 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut-.  W.  H.  Garfield- . . 
Acting  V olunteer  Lieutenant  W .  D.  Roath 


Captain  J.  Alden . .  .  .  . . 

Acting  Master  A.B.  Mulford . 

Acting  Ensign  [IV m.  ]  Ottiwell . 

Lieutenant-Commander  G-  E.  Belknap - 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  D.  Bruner 

Acting  Master  P.  Josselyn . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster . 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher . - . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  W.  E.  Dennison. . 

Acting  Master  F.  D.  Stuart . ; . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  TV  Nickels 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  G.  B.  Livingston 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  Jno.  Evans . 

Acting  Master  R.  G.  Lee . - . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Peter  Hays . 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster 

Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell . 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver 
Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  G.  B.  Griffin  — . 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  H.  Brown.. 

Acting  Master  J .  H.  Eldridge . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway . 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon . 

Commodore  Jno.  Rodgers . 


8 

4 

10 

11 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Norfolk  Navy  STard. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

James  River. 

Hampton  Koads. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Not  reported. 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Sounds.  North  Carolina. 
James  River. 

Destroyed. 


Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Wilmington,  N.  C. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Craney  Island,  Va. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  repairing. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

New  YorkNavy  Yard. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Naval  station,  Norfolk. 
James  River. 

York  River. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Not  reported. 

James  River. 

Do. 


Acting  Master's  Mai e  W.  F.  Gragg . 

Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Boggs . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn  .  Oft  V  ilmington. 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser . 1  Ho. 

Lieutenant- Commander  H.  C.  Blake .  James  River. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands .  Off  W ilmington. 

Not  reported. 


Acting  Volunteer  LieutenantT.  Pickering 
Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb . 


3 

3 

4 

Sloop. 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  MacDiarmid. 


10 

14 

2 

8 

6 


Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage . 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge - 

Lieutenant  Jo.  Fyfl'e . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens . 

Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Norman . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly . 

Acting  Master  Thompson . 


Commander  J olm  Guest . 

Captain  W.  R.  Taylor . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  B.  Allen . 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough  . 

Commander  H.  Rolando . -  -- 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris. 


Off  W  ilmington. 

Do. 

Not  reported. 

Off’  Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Ilatteras  Inlet  (guard). 
James  River. 

Do. 

Oft'  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Janies  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 
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List  of  vessels  and  their  stations  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Lockwood . 

3 

Lilac . 

2 

Little  Ada . 

2 

Monticello . 

0 

Maumee . 

8 

Mohican . 

9 

Minnesota . 

46 

Mackinaw . 

10 

Massasoit . 

10 

Mount  Vernon . 

5 

Moccasin . 

3 

Mattabesett . 

10 

Montgomery . 

6 

Maratanza . 

6 

Morse . 

6 

Miami . . 

8 

Mendota . 

10 

Mount  Washing- 

1 

ton. 

Mystic . 

Monadnock . 

Makopac . 

Martin . 

Mercedita . 

Malvern . 

Nyack . 

Nansemond . 

Niphon  . . . 

New  Ironsides . 

New  Berne  (supply 
steamer) . 

Osceola . 

Onondaga . 

Otsego . 

Phlox . 

Powhatan . 

Pequot . 

Pawtuxet . 

Poppy . 

Pontoosuc . 

Quaker  City . 

Rhode  Island . 

Release . 

Renskaw . 

Seneca . 

State  of  Georgia  . . . 

Saco . 

Shenandoah  . 

Susquehanna - 

Santiago  de  Cuba . . 

Samuel  Rotan . 

Saugus  . 

Shamrock . 

Saffron . --- 

Spuyten  Duyvil 
(torpedo  boat). 

Shokokon . 

Sassacus . 

St.  Lawrence . 

Tallapoosa . 

Tuscarora . 

Tristram  Shandy  . . 

Taconv . 

Ticonderoga . 

Unadilla . 

TJnit . 

Vanderbilt . 

Victoria . 

Vicksburg . 

Valley  City . 

Vance,  A.  I) . 

■Wabash . 

Western  World - 

W.  Badger  (hulk).. 
Wilderness . 


Class. 


12 

8 

3 

9 

20 


10 

4 

10 


24 

8 

10 

2 

12 

7 

12 

3 


12 

6 

18 

11 

5 

2 

11 


6 

12 

13 
10 
10 

4 

12 

14 
6 


16 

3 

6 

6 

5 

44 


Commanding  officer. 


Acting  Ensign  J.  Q.  A.  Davidson 


Acting  Master  Crafts . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  D.  A.  Campbell . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  R.  Chandler . 

Commander  I).  Ammen . 

Commodore  J.  Lanman . 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont . 

Commander  R.  T.  Renskaw . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  Trathen  . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brown . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Faucon 
Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young . 


Actg.  V  olunteer  Lieutenant  G .  W.  Graves. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols . . 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  H.  H.  llaynio  . . . 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright . 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott . 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Potter . 


Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Haxtun . 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing . 

Lieutenant-Commander  L.  II.  Newman  ... 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter . . 

Acting  Master  E.  Kemble . 

Commodore  W.  Radford . 


Comman,  er  J.  M.  B.  Clitz . 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker . 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  N.  T.  Arnold  . . 


Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck . . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  .Braine . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Clarke . 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  G.  Temple - 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer . 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard . 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald . . . 

Lieutenant-Commander  M.  Sicard . 

Lieutenant-Commander  j.  G.  W alter . 

Captain  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon . 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson . 

Acting  Master  W.  G.  Nutting . 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun . 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon . 

First  Assistant  Engineer  [John  L.]  Lay. . 

Actg.  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.B.  Sheldon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J .  L.  Davis . 

Commander  D.  Lynch . 

Lieutenant-Commander  De  Haven . 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey . 

Actg.  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  F.  Devens. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun. . . 

Captain  C.  Steedman . 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay - 

Acting  Ensign  H.  P.  Hathaway . 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering . 

Acting  Ensign  W.Moody . 

Lieutenant-Commander  [F.  H.]  Baker - 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks . 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur . 

Captain  M.  Smith . 

Acting  Master  E.  Herrick . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do.' 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Repairing,  Baltimore. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Baltimore. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing  at  Boston. 
Off  Wilmington. 


Do. 

James  River. 

Destroyed  in  sounds. 
James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Beaufort. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Oft’  Wilmington. 

Not  reported. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River,  Virginia. 
James  River,  Virginia. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina 
Hampton  Roads. 

James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Off  Wilmington. 

N ava  l  Magazine,  Norfolk. 
Boston, 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Off  Wilmington. 
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List  of  vessels  and  their  stations  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  'Squadron — Continued. 


Name. 

Guns.  Class. 

| 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

Wyalusing . 

14  3 

4  4 

4  1  5 

2  4 

5  4 

2  |  4 

.  4 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  English . 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Norfolk,  Va.  (guard). 
James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

James  River. 

Wyandotte . 

Young  America - 

Yantic . 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer . 

Acting  Ensign  0.  Lasher . 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris . 

Zeta . 

Acting  Ensign  E.  W.  Hintzer . 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  various  vessels  in 

the  James  River. 


U.  S.  8.  Mendota, 

James  River,  December  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  our  success  in  getting  the  Saugus 
afloat  at  meridian  yesterday,  apparently  without  damage,  and  she  at 
once  proceeded  on  her  way  to  the  roads.  I  am  at  present  anchored  off 
the  mouth  of  Pagan  Creek,  with  the  Western  World,  Daylight,  and 
Henry  Brinker.  The  Daylight  goes  up  this  afternoon  to  resume  her 
station  in  Turkey  Bend.  Her  commanding  officer  informs  me  that  the 
case  of  [E.  T.]  Davidge  has  been  investigated  and  a  report  sent  to  you. 
I  therefore  herewith  return  the  papers.  The  Brinker  came  down  this 
morning  from  her  last  night’s  station  near  Deep-Water  light-house,  and 
will  return  there  this  evening.  Her  commanding  officer  reports  that 
ho  is  very  short  of  men  and  has  but  one  officer.  I  have  directed  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Daylight  to  transfer  a  master’s  mate  to  her 
for  temporary  service.  The  Western  World  got  here  last  evening,  hav¬ 
ing  been  aground  twice  on  the  way  down,  without  a  pilot.  On  account 
of  her  having  no  pilot,  think  I  shall  station  her  permanently  either 
off  this  place  or  at  lower  creek,  and  do  the  cruising  with  this  vessel, 
the  Perry ,  and  Brinker.  Acting  Master  Phelon,  commanding  the  Day¬ 
light,  informs  me  that  he  landed  day  before  yesterday  and  destroyed 
a  skiff  and  a  large  hat-bottomed  boat,  the  latter  capable  of  carrying 
from  40  to  50  men.  Acting  Ensign  Kerens,  commanding  the  Brinker, 
also  informs  me  that  he  has  destroyed  a  very  large  boat.  The  Perry 
is  anchored  just  above  Point  of  Shoals  light.  I  propose  remaining 
liere  to-night  myself  and  hereafter  change  the  vessels  about  everyday 
or  two.  I  must  commend  to  your  favorable  notice  the  active  energy 
displayed  by  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  P.  Foster,  commanding 
the  Perry,  in  working  for  the  rescue  of  the  Saugus  from  her  dangerous 
jiosition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy . 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 
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Report  of  Rear- A  dmiral  Porter ,  II.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  driving  ashore 

of  the  blockade  runner  Petrel  by  United  States  vessels  at  New  Inlet. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  15, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  the  blockade  run¬ 
ner  Petrel ,  driven  ashore  by  the  gunboats  at  New  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  River. 
She  was  tired  upon  and  sunk,  and  was  finally  totally  destroyed  by  a 
northeast  gale.  She  had  on  board  a  large  cargo  of  arras  and  muni¬ 
tions  of  war,  all  of  which  were  lost;  the  wreck  lies  within  reach  of  our 
guns. 

Blockade  running  seems  almost  as  brisk  as  ever,  and  I  suppose  will 
continue  so  as  long  as  it  is  remunerative.  The  new  class  of  blockade 
runners  is  very  fast,  and  sometimes  come  in  and  play  around  our  ves¬ 
sels;  they  are  built  entirely  for  speed. 

Within  the  last  fifty  days  we  have  captured  and  destroyed  $5,500,000 
worth  of  enemy’s  property  in  blockade  runners.  To  submit  to  these 
losses  and  still  run  the  blockade  shows  the  immense  gains  the  runners 
make  and  the  straits  the  enemy  are  in. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  offeer  off  New 
Inlet,  North  Carolina,  regarding  the  placing  of  buoys  off  Sheep  Head 
Rock. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  shoal  called  Sheep  Head  Rock,  or  Shoal, 
buoyed  out,  so  that  there  will  be  no  danger  of  vessels  running  on  it. 
You  will  select  the  best  pilots  or  persons  you  have  for  this  purpose,  and 
have  it  done  without  delay.  I  want  all  the  buoys  placed  in  3  fathoms 
water.  Put  about  ten  around  the  shoal,  with  good  and  sufficient 
moorings. 

I  would  also  like  a  line  of  buoys  placed  along  the  closest  5-fathom  line 
from  abreast  of  Fort  Fisher  for  about  11  miles  to  the  westward.  These 
are  for  guides  for  the  squadron  when  they  go  into  action. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Dennison,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  the  transportation  of  buoys,  to  be  placed 
off  Sheep  Head  Rock. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  15, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  the  New  Inlet  entrance  to 
Cape  Fear  River  and  take  with  you  the  buoys  that  will  be  put  on  board 
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of  you.  You  will  communicate  with  the  commanding  officer  there  and 
inform  him  that  I  want  the  shoal  called  Sheep  Head  Rock,  or  Shoal, 
buoyed  out  at  night,  so  that  when  the  vessels  go  there  to  operate  they 
will  not  be  in  danger  of  running  on  it.  You  will  direct  Mr.  Bradford, 
the  Coast  Survey  officer  (now  on  board  the  Viclcsburg ),  to  return  to  me 
at  this  place  without  a  moment’s  delay  with  the  information  I  sent  him 
to  obtain.  On  his  arrival  off  this  port  he  must  inform  himself  if  1  am 
here.  If  I  am  not  here  he  will  find  me  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet.  He 
will  leave  a  duplicate  of  his  report  and  all  the  information  I  require 
with  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Inlet,  so  that  1  may  obtain  it  it  1 
get  there,  after  which  you  will  return  here,  and  if  I  have  gone  follow 
me  to  a  position  I  will  take  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet. 

You  can  transfer  the  buoys  to  some  other  vessel  suitable  for  putting 
them  down.  This  will  enable  you  to  return  at  once  with  Mi.  Biadford. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

J  David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wm.  E.  Dennison, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S'.  Cherokee. 


Letter  from  Bear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Major- General  Butler, 
JJ.  s.  Army ,  regarding  powder  explosion  for  the  destruction  of  the  New 
Inlet  batteries. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

JJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  16, 1864. 
General:  I  take  advantage  of  the  tug  Du  Pont ,  going  out,  to  write 
you  a  few  lines.  I  think  all  the  vessels  will  leave  here  to  morrow 
morning  for  the  rendezvous,  and  if  the  weather  permits,  I  think  we 
will  be  able  to  blow  up  the  vessel  by  the  next  night.  In  talking  with 
engineers,  some  of  them  suggested  that  even  at  25  miles  the  explosion 
might  affect  the  boilers  of  steamers  and  make  them  explode  if  heavy 
steam  were  carried,  and  I  would  advise  that  before  the  explosion  takes 
place,  of  which  you  will  be  duly  notified,  the  steam  be  run  down  as  low 
as  possible  and  the  fires  drawn.  I  hear  that  the  rebels  have  only  a 
small  garrison  at  the  forts  at  New  Inlet.  I  don’t  know  how  true  it  is. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 


Beport  of  Commodore  Lanman ,  If.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  request  of  Major- 
General  Butler  for  an  interview. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

N.  Atlantic  Squad.  Bendezvous,  off  Cape  Fear ,  December  16, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  this  afternoon  the  army 
transport  steamer  Ben  De  Ford  came  within  hail.  An  army  officer 
desired  to  speak  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Minnesota,  and  said, 
“Will  you  please  inform  Admiral  Porter  that  General  Butler  has  been 
off  twice  to  see  him;  that  he  is  now  going  into  New  Inlet  and  will  be 
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pleased  to  see  Admiral  Porter  there.  He  (General  Butler)  will  inform 
the  blockade  vessels  that  Admiral  Porter  is  expected  into  New  Inlet 
Bar.”  The  Ben  JDe  Ford  then  steamed  inshore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  .Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Pettit ,  II.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  removal  of  Confeder¬ 
ate  torpedoes  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  16-17, 1864. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Off  Fort  Caswell,  N.  C.,  January  24,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  details  of  removing  obstructions  in 
the  channel  at  New  Inlet,  which  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  superintend. 

I  proceeded  on  the  afternoon  of  the  16tli  ultimo  with  Acting  Ensigu 
D.  W.  Lakin  and  12  men  from  the  Monticello,  erected  a  camp  on  shore, 
and  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  commenced  operations. 
I  had  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  instant  dug  several  trenches  in 
front  of  the  mound  where  the  electric  batteries  were  and  struck  the 
wires,  digging  the  course  they  followed  down  to  the  beach.  I  found 
the  main  wires  anchored  with  two  mushroom  buoys,  underrunning  the 
channel  wires.  I  succeeded  iu  raising  three  large  iron  tanks,  which 
were  anchored  with  a  bridle  so  as  to  keep  them  on  their  side,  floating 
about  6  feet  from  the  bottom;  the  fourth  torpedo  1  was  unable  to  raise, 
owing  to  the  lines  having  been  cut  and  the  chain  foul.  I  severed  the 
wires  connected  with  it.  It  lies  inshore  close  to  the  wreck  of  the  t.hree- 
funneled  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  A.  Pettit, 
Acting  Master,  Executive  Officer. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  of  the  arrival  in  Hampton 

Roads  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

Hampton  Roads,  December  17,  1864. 

Sir-  In  obedience  to  orders  from  Rear-Admiral  H.  Paulding,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel  in  Hampton  Roads, 

twenty-six  hours  from  Sandy  Hook. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  J.  G.  Howell, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  6. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  17, 1864. 

Porter  was  seen  Thursday  off  Hatteras;  he  goes  into  Beaufort  one 
day,  so  he  can  hardly  leave  there  before  to  morrow.  \  ou  have  all  the 
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orders  we  have  to  give.  Take  any  vessels  you  find  for  convoy,  and  then 
send  off  the  Nereus.  Tell  Porter  if  he  finishes  well  to  send  what  iron¬ 
clads  and  double-enders  he  can  spare  to  Dahlgreu,  and  let  you  come 
up  to  Alexandria.  Send  full  reports  of  your  passage  by  mail  so  we  can 
accept  the  ship.  Wishing  you  may  be  in  time, 

Your  friend, 

G.  Y.  Fox. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Dictator ,  Hampton  Hoads,  l  irginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  17, 1864. 
Send  the  Pontoosuc  direct  to  New  Inlet  and  let  the  Nereus  take  the 
8augus  down. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Dictator,  Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parrott ,  TJ.  8. 

Navy,  regarding  pilots. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Beaufort,  December  17,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  vessel  will  be  supplied  with  a  pilot  in  preference  to  any 
wooden  vessel,  and  you  will  take  the  pilots  wherever  you  may  find 
them,  and  not  let  them  leave  the  vessel  until  you  are  over  the  bar. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

[Commander  E.  G.  Parrott], 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Monadnock. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  tenor  to  commanding  officers  U.  S.  steamers 
Canonicus  and  Mahopac. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ammen,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  services  of  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Mohican. 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  17, 1864. 
Sir:  As  the  services  of  your  vessel  will  be  required  here  no  longer, 
you  will  proceed  with  her  to  the  rendezvous  and  join  the  rest  of  the 
squadron. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  D.  Ammen, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Mohican,  off  Beaufort. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  attack  on 
Confederate  rams  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken’s  Landing,  James  River,  December  17,1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  at  this  place,  on  the  loth 
instant,  of  the  torpedo  boat  Stromboli  or  Spuyten  Duyvil,  under  the 
command  of  First  Assistant  Engineer  John  L.  Lay. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  set  her  to  attack  the  rebel  rams  as  soon  as  the 
commanding  officer  is  ready  for  work. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  Wi.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  A.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Shenandoah, 
regarding  expedition  to  Green  Cay  and  return  to  Beaufot  t,  A.  G. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Of  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  1C,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  Hampton  Roads  on  the 
evening  of  6th  of  December,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  proceeded  to 
Green  Cay.  1  arrived  there  on  the  evening  of  December  13,  and  saw 
no  evidence  of  any  vessel  having  been  fitted  out  there,  by  diligent 
search.  A  small  fishing  vessel  was  there  that  had  come  in  for  a  lee  Irom 
a  norther  which  was  blowing  at  the  time,  and  she  had  heard  nothing 
of  a  vessel  being  there.  I  anchored  there  for  the  night  and  the  next 
morning  got  underway,  and  then  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  this  place 
and  anchored  off  the  bar  last  night  about  9  o’clock. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

’  Daniel  B.  Ridgelt, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Radford, 
U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  New  Ironsides,  to  join  the  squadron  of  New 

Inlet. 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  18, 1864. 

Commodore:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  and  join  the  rest  of 
i  lie  squadron  at  the  rendezvous,  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet,  North 

Carolina. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  p  PoETEE) 

T^onor.  A  UntnA.nrfil 


Commodore  Wi.  Radford, 
Commanding  New  Ironsides 
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Order  of  Iiear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commdnder  Beaumont , 

JJ,  S.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mackinaw ,  to  convoy  the  U.  8.  8. 

Monandock  to  the  rendezvous  off  New  Inlet. 

Off  Beaufort,  1ST.  C.,  December  18, 1864. 

Sir:  I  wish  you  to  keep  company  with  the  Monadnoclc  and  proceed 
with  her  to  the  rendezvous,  25  miles  east  of  New  Inlet.  Keep  just 
ahead  of  the  monitor,  so  she  can  steer  after  you.  These  orders  have 
been  given  to  you  by  signal. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Mackinaw. 


Instructions  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  JJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Radford, 

U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  an  attack  by  the  monitors  upon  Naif  Moon 

battery. 

At  Sea,  December  20,  1864. 

Commodore  :  I  find  by  an  examination  of  the  soundings  that  your 
ship  and  the  monitors  can  go  into  action  without  coming  to  an  anchor. 

The  coast  to  the  eastward  of  the  bar  is  quite  bold,  3  fathoms  being 
found  within  100  yards  of  shore.  This  will  enable  you  to  come  along 
from  the  eastward  slowly  and  silence  the  Half  Moon  battery,  which  is 
a  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher  and  quite  a  spiteful 
little  battery. 

Tou  will  direct  the  commanding  officers  of  the  monitors  to  follow 
slowly  after  you,  and  open  deliberately  on  the  Half  Moon  battery.  The 
monitors  will  not  anchor  unless  I  make  signal.  I  have  ordered  a  num¬ 
ber  of  gunboats,  with  Nl-inch  and  100-pounder  rifled  guns,  to  keep  off 
at  long  shot  and  open  a  steady  fire  on  the  works  while  you  are  engaged 
with  them.  I  think  you  will  soon  silence  the  batteries.  By  keeping 
underway  the  vessels  of  your  division  can  choose  their  own  distance 
and  the  one  where  the  most  execution  can  be  done,  and  when  the  ships 
get  into  action  and  begin  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  rebels,  I  will 
make  signal  to  you  to  anchor,  which  you  will  be  able  to  do  at  your 
leisure.  All  I  ask  of  you  is  to  keep  Fort  Fisher  on  the  bearing  I  gave 
you.  When  it  is  smoother  weather,  send  for  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  monitors  and  explain  this  to  them.  The  Dictator  and  Saugus 
will  be  here  in  time,  if  they  can  get  a  tow. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  Division  of  Ironclads ,  U.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides. 

I  would  not  go  closer  to  the  beach  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  if  that. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  JJ.  8.  Navy,  to  lieutenant- Commander 
Upshur,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  A.  D.  Vance ,  to  cruise  for 
blockade  runners. 


Off  New  Inlet,  December  20, 1864. 
Sir:  Get  underway  and  run  out  on  the  Nassau  line,  or  where  you 
think  there  is  a  chance  of  catching  a  runner.  Four  will  go  out  to-night. 
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Come  back  here  if  the  wind  should  come  out  from  northward  and  west¬ 
ward  or  west  and  there  is  a  chance  of  landing  the  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  A.  D.  Vance. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  77.  S.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Smith,  77.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  the  77.  S.  S.  Alabama ,  to  protect  the 
77.  S.  S.  Mahopac. 

At  Sea, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  December  20,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  get  underway  and  anchor  near  the  ironclad  Mahopac. 
Communicate  with  her  captain  and  have  signals  established  between 
you.  It  will  be  your  duty  to  look  out  and  take  care  of  her  until  further 
orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Davtd  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frank  ‘Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Alabama. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  77.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  naval 
station,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  regarding  vessels. 

Flagship  Malvern,  December  20, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  send  every  vessel  that  arrives  in  Beaufort  to  report  to 
me  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  B.  M.  Dove, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  77.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Crafts,  77.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  77.  S.  S.  Little  Ada,  regarding  duty  of  that  vessel. 


Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  20, 1864. 

Sir:  1  directed  you  the  last  time  I  saw  you  at  Beaufort  to  keep  with 
this  vessel.  You  have  not  been  near  her  since.  Your  duty  is  to  keep 
with  this  vessel  wherever  she  goes. 

You  will  now  go  and  deliver  all  the  letters  I  send  you  and  return  to 
me,  taking  from  the  army  vessel  Carnac  3  barrels,  which  you  will 
deliver  to  me  when  it  is  smoother. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada. 
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Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Wavy,  to  Commodore  Adams ,  TJ.  S. 

Navy ,  reyarding  coal. 

Beaufort,  R.  0.,  December  20,  1864. 
Commodore  :  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  order  all  the  coal  in  the 
sounds  to  he  sent  here.  Will  you  please  send  more  to  the  sounds?  The 
supply  required  there  is  not  so  large  as  it  has  been. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral,  Commanding. 

Commodore  H.  A.  Adams, 

No.  323  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regard¬ 
ing  the  unseaworthy  condition  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Saco. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  20,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Walker,  commanding  Saco,  relative  to  that  vessel. 

Since  the  Saco  has  been  in  this  squadron,  I  have  endeavored  to 
husband  her  in  every  way  to  enable  her  to  participate  in  the  coming 
engagement,  but  notwithstanding  her  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
machinists  the  greater  part  of  the  time,  it  has  been  without  success, 
and  I  am  compelled  to  report  her  to  the  Department  as  useless,  and  to 
ask  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Saco, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  December  16,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  this 
place  on  the  evening  of  the  13tli  for  Beaufort,  E\  C.  On  the  following 
day,  at  3  p.  m.,  being  about  30  miles  north  of  Hatteras,  a  part  of  the 
tubes  in  the  third  boiler  on  the  port  side  blew  out  under  a  pressure  of 
25  pounds  of  steam,  blowing  the  fire  across  the  fire  room  and  filling  it 
with  steam  and  ashes. 

The  fires  were  hauled,  but  as  soou  as  possible  steam  got  on  the  boilers 
still  remaining  serviceable  (five  being  entirely  disabled  and  others 
leaking)  and  I  continued  on  my  course  until  9  p.  m.  At  that  time, 
finding  that  with  all  the  steam  we  could  raise,  the  ship  barely  had 
steerageway,  and  the  wind  serving  to  return  to  this  place,  I  felt  com¬ 
pelled,  most  reluctantly,  to  put  the  ship’s  head  to  the  northward. 

I  succeeded  in  reaching  Hampton  Roads,  under  sail  with  a  favorable 
breeze,  working  the  engines  as  well  as  we  could,  at  12  last  night. 

The  vessel  is  entirely  unseaworthy  and  in  my  opinion  can  not  be  made 
serviceable  without  extensive  repairs  and  alterations. 

I  am  much  chagrined  at  this  occurrence,  and  most  earnestly  beg  to 
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offer  the  services  of  myself,  officers,  and  crew  for  any  service  in  the 
present  expedition. 

Enclosed  I  forward  a  copy  of  the  engineer’s  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Walker, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  s. — The  engineer  at  this  moment  reports  that  a  tube  has  given 
way  in  one  of  the  boilers,  which  has  given  no  trouble  before. 


[Subenclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Saco, 

At  Sea ,  December  14,  1864. 

Sir:  I  am  not  able  to  maintain  our  20  pounds  of  steam  safely,  in 
consequence  of  another  boiler  giving  out,  which  now  makes  five  boilers 
out  of  the  fourteen  that  are  entirely  useless. 

I  am  not  able  to  obtain  over  20  revolutions  with  the  main  engines 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  in  smooth  water,  which  is 
giving  us  from  to  2  knots  per  hour.  Should  we  have  heavy  weather 
and  a  head  wind,  we  would  not  be  able  to  steam  ahead  at  all. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  we  put  into  the  nearest  harbor. 

Very  respectfully, 

Abraham  W.  Harris, 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer. 

John  G.  Walker, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 


[Telegram.] 


ISTavy  Department,  December  20, 1864 — 11 :10  a.  m. 

I  hope  you  will  use  every  exertion  to  get  us  a  Richmond  paper,  as 
we  shall  hear  first  through  that  source  concerning  the  joint  expedition. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  U .  S.  Grant, 

City  Point ,  1  a. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  December  20, 1864 — 1  p.  m. 

(Received  2:30  p.  m.) 

We  get  the  Richmond  papers  daily,  a  file  of  which  is  generally  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Yesterday’s  papers  contain  no  notice  of  the 
Wilmington  expedition.  ^  g 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Captain  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 
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[Telegram.]  v 

Navy  Department,  December  20 , 1864 — 1 :45  p.  m. 

Mr.  Fulton  telegraphs  that  you  are  about  to  publish  the  details  of  a 
certain  attack  which  the  weather  may  delay  for  many  days.  If  you 
do,  you  will  defeat  the  movement  and  do  more  injury  to  your  country 
than  words  can  express. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Philadelphia  Press, 

Philadelphia ,  Pa. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  21,  1864. 

Order  the  Saco  to  Washington  navy  yard. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dictator ,  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy ,  making  suggestions  regarding 

river  service. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken’s  Landing ,  James  River,  December  21,  1864. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  all  the  lame  ducks 
of  the  squadron  be  sent  to  this  (fifth)  division  till  favorable  opportunities 
offer  to  have  them  repaired  at  a  navy  yard. 

Vessels  with  disabled  hulls  or  machinery  can  do  good  service  here, 
and  there  are  not  enougli  present  to  guard  all  the  most  important 
points. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  cruise  much  in  the  river,  and  consequently  the 
wear  and  tear  of  the  hull  and  machinery  are  less  than  they  are  at  sea 
or  on  the  blockade.  I  could  employ  usefully  a  dozen  more  vessels  here 
if  I  had  them.  Moreover,  there  are  not  enough  vessels  in  the  York  and 
Appomattox  rivers.  Tugs  and  ferryboats  are  very  useful  in  this  river 
service,  especially  the  latter,  as  they  carry  heavy  batteries,  and  most 
of  the  vessels  in  the  Fifth  Division  remain  stationary  for  months  at  a 
time. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

William  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Fleet  Captain  Breese. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  22,  1864. 
Yesterday  the  fleet  were  inactive  at  their  destination  on  account  of 
continued  bad  weather.  This  from  General  Grant.  You  may  be  in 
time  yet. 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Dictator ,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  25, 1864. 

Take  the  Cuyler,  or  any  steamer  there  is  belonging  to  anybody,  to 
accompany  you,  and  join  Porter  as  soon  as  you  can.  A  telegram  from 
Bragg,  dated  Wilmington,  Friday,  said:  “Yankee  fleet  in  sight.”  No 
change;  weather  bad.  Tell  Porter  his  whole  plan,  copied  from  our 
papers,  was  published  in  Richmond  Thursday  last.  Answer  it  you 
are  off. 

G.  V.  Fox. 

Commodore  John  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Dictator ,  Norfolk ,  Va. 


Order  of  Bear -Admiral  Porter,  V.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Potter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  care  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Maliopac  in  view 
of  expected  gale. 

At  Sea, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  December  23,  1864. 

Sir:  If,  in  your  opinion,  it  is  unwise  to  keep  the  Maliopac  here  any 
longer,  you  will  proceed  with  her  in  tow  of  the  Alabama  to  Beaufort, 
and  remain  there  until  further  orders.  I  think  we  are  going  to  have  a 
northeast  gale. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Maliopac. 


Since  writing  the  above  the  weather  has  come  out  beautiful.  Can’t 
you  keep  your  vessel  up  for  the  attack  which  will  take  place  to-morrow 

morning?  . 

Don’t  deliver  the  orders  to  captain  of  the  A.ldbct'tuct  unless  you  deem 


it  necessary. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Potter,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the 

TJ.  8.  8.  Maliopac. 

U.  S.  S.  MaiiopAC,  December  23,  1864. 

Sir-  I  can  keep  the  Maliopac  ready  for  the  tight  in  the  morning. 
Am  ready  for  fight,  but  want  coal  and  an  anchor.  [I  will]  get  coal 
from  the  Alabama  as  soon  as  possible,  and  she  lets  me  have  a  500- 
pound  kedge  and  chain. 

Night  before  last  had  a  pretty  tough  time. 

Shall  I  remain  at  my  present  anchorage  or  join  the  fleet  to-night  i 
The  Alabama  has  taken  good  care  of  us  and  is  quite  ready. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Potter, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ  8.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Wand  elf  U.  8.  Wavy,  giving  information  obtained 
from  the  examination  of  deserters. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 

James  River ,  December  23, 1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  Lave  examined  tbe  deserters  that 
were  sent  on  board  this  morning,  and  the  following  information  is  most 
respectfully  submitted : 

All  seven  men  belonged  to  the  United  Artillery,  commanded  by  Lap 
tain  Thomas  Kevill.  This  company  was  formerly  a  fire  company  at 
Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  is  mostly  composed  of  residents  of  that  city.  They 
report  provisions  and  clothing  in  the  rebel  Army  enough  for  the  actual 
wants  of  the  men;  that  there  is  no  fear  of  any  movement  at  present  by 
land  or  water  by  the  Union  forces,  and  that  the  rebels  are  now  giving 
officers  and  men  furloughs.  The  8-inch  rifle  at  Howlett’s  burst  the  last 
time  the  monitors  were  engaged. 

Francis  Wood,  Norfolk,  Va.,  enlisted  April  19, 1861;  has  been  last 
stationed  at  Battery  Wood,  near  Howlett’s  : 

Battery  Dantzler,  or  Howlett’s,  lias  1  7-inch  rifle,  1  X  inch  mortar, 
and  2  X-inch  smoothbores;  they  are  now  at  work  enlarging  and  pre¬ 
paring  to  mount  more  guns;  commanded  by  Major  Smith. 

Battery  Chester  has  2  X-inch  smoothbores,  1  mounted  and  the  other 
ready  to  mount ;  Major  Smith. 

Battery  Wood,  1  8-inch  rifle,  2  X-inch  smoothbores;  Major  Smith. 

Battery  Brooke,  don’t  know. 

Battery  Bead,  one  month  ago,  had  1  Xl-inch  smooth,  formerly  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  rebel  ironclad  Virginia ,  1  7-inch  rifle,  and  1  X-inch  smooth. 

The  next  battery  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

Chaffin’s  Bluff,  don’t  know  the  armament. 

There  are  18  torpedoes  (50-pounders)  anchored  abreast  of  Howlett’s, 
8  feet  under  water  at  high-water  mark. 

There  is  now  at  Battery  Wood  a  captain  engaged  in  planting  torpe¬ 
does.  If  it  is  calm  to-night  they  intend  starting  10  torpedoes  from 
Howlett’s  on  the  flood  tide,  so  arranged  as  to  anchor  themselves  nearly 
abreast  Dutch  Gap. 

The  night  picket  consists  of  one  rowboat  from  Howlett’s. 

The  rebel  fleet  consists  of  the — 

Virginia,  ironclad ;  1  Xl-inch  smooth,  3  7-inch  rifles. 

Richmond,  ironclad ;  4  7-incli  rifles. 

Fredericksburg,  ironclad;  4  7-inch  rifles. 

Nansemond,  wooden ;  1  smooth  and  1  rifle. 

Hampton,  wooden;  1  smooth  and  1  rifle. 

Dr  every ,  wooden;  don’t  know,  but  not  over  two  [guns]. 

Beaufort,  wooden;  1  32-pounder  rifle. 

Roanoke, wooden;  1  32-pounder  rifle. 

John  T.  Whitlock,  resident  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  deserted  from  How¬ 
lett’s  night  of  December  22;  born  in  Norfolk;  enlisted  in  Confederate 
service  19th  April,  1861 ;  most  of  the  time  at  Drewry’s  Bluff.  Has  been 
at  Howlett’s  since  18th  of  May  last.  No  person  has  been  injured  by  the 
fire  of  the  monitors  at  any  time.  Don’t  care  for  the  monitors’  fire  or 
straight  shots;  only  fear  the  mortars,  as  they  come  down  near  and  some¬ 
times  burst  in  the  mouth  of  the  bombproofs;  three  or  four  have  done 
so.  Has  been  coxswain  of  picket  boat  near  Howlett’s  since  she  has 
been  on,  about  two  Aveeks ;  18  torpedoes  have  been  put  down  in  that 
time,  all  50-pounder  (percussion).  They  are  anchored  in  and  near  the 
bend  under  HoAvlett’s,  and  about  8  feet  under  water.  Lieutenant  Can- 
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non  [B.  Kennon]  put  them  down.  They  intend  to  put  ten  more  in  the 
water  the  first  calm  night.  They  are  to  be  floated  by  a  whisky  cask, 
with  a  fuze  prepared  to  burn  about  an  hour,  and  on  burning  to  the  end 
detach  the  anchor  from  the  cask.  They  are  intended  to  be  anchored 
near  the  month  of  Dutch  Gap.  The  battery  next  the  house  is  called 
Dantzler — Captain  [B.  J.|  Epes’  company — of  150  men;  20  men  kept  at 
the  battery  at  night.  Plenty  of  men  in  the  trenches  close  by.  Men 
discontented. 

Isaac  Walling,  private ;  resident  of  Key  port,  N.  J.  When  the  war 
commenced  was  mate  of  the  wrecking  schooner  Henry  W.  Johnson , 
belonging  to  Johnson  &  Higgins,  of  New  York.  Came  on  to  Norfolk 
from  Baltimore  on  business  for  his  captain  and  was  unable  to  return. 

There  are  two  torpedoes,  2,000-pouinlers,  200  yards  below  the  main 
battery  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff. 

Two  torpedoes,  2,000-pounders,  abreast  of  the  signal  station  at  Signal 
Hill,  the  wires  to  which  are  said  to  have  beeu  cut  by  Union  soldiers. 

Two  torpedoes,  2,000-pounders,  abreast  of  the  third  ravine  above 
Howlet.t’s.  Butler  burned  the  station  and  cut  the  wires. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  E.  Wandell, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division. 


Correspondence  concerning  the  powder  boat  U.  S.  8.  Louisiana ,  exploded 
near  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  December  24,  1864. 

Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  express  opinion 

regarding  enclosed  memorandum. 

U.  S.  Ordnance  Steamer  Baltimore, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  November  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  The  accompanying  papers  in  relation  to  the  contemplated  opera¬ 
tions  against  the  forts  at  Wilmington,  N.  O.,  are  intrusted  confidentially 
to  Captain  Aldeu,  commanding  the  Brooklyn,  to  be  handed  to  you  by 
him  for  your  consideration.  They  contain  all  the  information  bearing 
upon  the  subject  which  the  Department  has  been  able  to  collect, 
together  with  a  memorandum  of  the  conclusions  reached  after  careful 

deliberation.  . 

The  Department  desires  your  own  opinion  upon  the  plan  proposed  in 
that  memorandum,  and  the  Bureau  of  Ordnauce  will  render  you  all  the 
aid  you  may  require  in  conducting  the  operations. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Hampton  Hoads. 


[Enclosures.] 

Engineer  Department, 

Washington,  November  18,  1864. 

It  is  proposed  and  considered  practicable  to  destroy  Forts  Fisher 
and  Caswell  or  their  garrisons  by  blowing  up  a  large  ship  loaded  with 
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gunpowder.  This  ship  is  to  be  conducted  to  the  nearest  point  to  the 
fort  accessible  to  a  vessel  of  her  draft  of  water  and  there  exploded  by 
some  fuze  or  match  under  control  of  the  parties  navigating  the  vessel 
to  her  destination.  The  expectation  and  reliance  is  upon  destroying 
this  fort  or  its  garrison  by  the  effects  of  the  blast  of  an  immense  quan¬ 
tity  of  powder,  not  less  than - pounds,  some  of  which  it  is  proposed 

to  take  from  damaged  supplies  now  on  hand.  Such  I  understand  to 
be  the  project  on  which  my  opinion  is  desired  by  the  War  Department. 

Is  this  scheme  practicable  and  likely  to  be  attended  with  favorable 
results?  Does  it  promise  such  reasonable  results  as  to  justify  the 
consumption  of  so  large  an  amount  of  our  military  supplies? 

On  examining  the  plans  and  hydrography  about  this  work  and  its 
approaches  from  the  sea,  it  appears  that  no  vessel  drawing  10  feet  of 
water  can  approach  nearer  to  the  fort  than  450  yards,  to  reach  which 
point  she  must  make  a  circuitous  course,  exposed  to  the  batteries  of  the 
fort.  If  served  with  hot  shot  and  shell  there  is  reason  to  believe  she 
must  be  set  on  lire  before  she  can  reach  the  destined  position.  She  may 
be  sunk  in  attempting  to  reach  her  destination,  and  is  liable  to  self- 
destruction  by  the  powder  being  exploded  by  direct  shot  or  shells  from 
the  batteries,  or  by  fire  caused  by  hot  shot  and  shell.  Should  these 
projectiles  strike  and  penetrate  a  wooden  vessel,  conflagration  must  fol¬ 
low.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  men  would  go  on  board  such  a  burn¬ 
ing  ship,  so  loaded  with  powder,  to  extinguish  the  flames,  and  if  they 
did  so,  whether  it  could  be  subdued  in  parts  of  the  ship  through  which 
a  hot  shot  might  pass  and  ignite  the  woodwork,  tar,  and  oakum  exposed 
to  such  projectiles. 

Under  such  circumstances  no  other  vessel  is  likely  to  approach  her, 
either  to  divert  and  draw  off1  the  enemy’s  fire,  or  give  assistance  in 
extinguishing  the  flames.  It  is  possible  that  naval  skill  and  genius 
may  overcome  some  of  these  difficulties,  but  it  is  not  probable  that  all 
of  them  could  or  would  be  surmounted,  exijosed,  as  the  vessel  would  be, 
to  quite  formidable  batteries  in  the  fort,  commanded  by  an  officer, 
Whiting,  who  is  known  to  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  efficiency  of  hot 
and  hollow  shot. 

Admitting  the  probability  of  this  vessel  being  satisfactorily  moored 
at  the  selected  site,  nearest  to  the  fort,  and  that  the  fuze  explodes  the 
powder  at  the  desired  moment,  we  find  that  the  horizontal  action  of  the 
powder  thus  exploded,  whatever  it  may  be,  acts  first  upon  the  inclined 
plane  forming  the  glacis  of  the  fort,  composed  of  a  solid  mass  of  earth 
more  than  450  yards  in  length,  and  rising  gradually  to  the  height  of  26 
feet  above  low  water. 

The  armament  of  the  fort  is  in  part  behind  and  below  this  hill.  Back 
of  it,  about  60  feet,  is  a  ditch  filled  with  water,  the  side  of  which  ditch 
is  lined  or  faced  with  a  masonry  wall  of  0  to  10  feet  thick,  behind  and 
against  which  rises  another  sand  hill,  the  rampart,  to  the  height  of  34 
feet  above  low  water,  and  behind  and  below  which  is  additional  arma¬ 
ment  of  heavy  guns.  Behind  and  below  this  last  sand  hill  (rampart)  is 
the  bombproof  barrack,  the  eaves  of  which  are  31  feet  above  low  water 
and  3  feet  below  the  crest  of  the  rampart,  which  entirely  surrounds 
this  barrack.  The  walls  of  this  building,  occupied  as  a  barrack  by  the 
garrison,  are  4  feet  thick,  no  part  of  which  can  be  seen  from  the  water 
or  be  struck  by  any  projectile  other  than  that  of  curved  fire. 

The  blast  of  a  large  quantity  of  powder  is  relied  upon  to  ascend  this 
sand  hill,  pass  over  the  ditch,  and  then  descend  into  the  body  of  the  fort, 
strike  and  demolish  the  4-foot  walls  of  the  barrack,  and  bury  the  garri¬ 
son  in  its  ruins.  If  its  power  can  be  relied  upon  to  descend  into  thq 
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body  of  the  fort,  where  alone  it  can  injure  the  garrison  who  may  choose 
to  seek  its  protection,  it  would  previously  have  descended  into  the  ditch 
and  there  harmlessly  expended  its  force. 

I  can  find  no  reason  to  believe  that  these  solid  masses  or  sand  hills 
and  massive  walls,  distant  more  than  450  yards  from  the  site  of  the 
powder  explosion,  are  to  be  removed  or  destroyed  or  in  any  way 
injuriously  acted  upon  by  the  air  or  atmosphere  as  a  projectile,  pro¬ 
pelled  by  the  explosion  of  any  quantity  of  powder. 

All  our  experience  goes  to  show  that  the  atmosphere  can  only  be 
used  as  a  motive  power  by  condensing  it  within  circumscribed  limits 
and  then  giving  vent  to  it,  as  in  the  air  gun,  or  by  rapidly  heating  it 
within  similar  limits,  and  by  sudden  expansion  act  upon  a  solid  in 
immediate  contact,  as  the  Ericsson  gun. 

To  put  the  air  in  motion  and  hope  to  batter  and  destroy  any  solid  or 
substantial  structure  by  any  motion  we  can  impart  to  the  surrounding 
atmosphere  is  contrary  to  our  belief.  The  hurricane  or  tornado,  com¬ 
bining  the  spiral  with  continued  or  prolonged  action,  we  know  to  be 
capable  of  destroying  vertical  opposing  surfaces  of  light  structure,  but 
such  a  continuous,  prolonged  action  can  not  be  given  to  the  atmosphere 
by  any  power  within  the  control  of  man. 

The  power  of  the  atmosphere  put  in  motion  and  continued  during  a 
moderate  breeze  is  0.08  of  an  ounce  on  a  square  foot;  during  a  fresh 
gale  it  is  5  pounds  3  ounces ;  during  a  hurricane  it  is  31.3  pounds ;  and 
during  the  most  violent  tornado,  which  destroys  forests  and  wooden 
buildings  and  unroofs  others,  it  is  46.1  pounds  per  foot,  moving  with 
a  velocity  of  97.5  miles  per  hour.  Such  a  power,  and  the  greatest  we 
know  of" from  a  blast  of  wind,  has  never  been  known  to  disturb  or 
injure  such  structures  as  those  we  are  now  considering. 

It  is  hoped  to  raise  a  breeze  or  hurricane  at  a  distance  of  450  yards 
from  the  object  to  be  destroyed  by  suddenly  and  momentarily  upheav¬ 
ing  the  atmosphere  at  a  point,  without  any  means  of  conducting  its 
force  to  the  desired  objects,  which  force  when  it  arrives  at  a  distance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  has  to  be  vastly  greater  than  wind  or  the  atmos¬ 
phere  has  ever  been  known  to  move  [exert]. 

We  have  some  facts  connected  with  the  expansive  force  of  gunpow¬ 
der  bearing  upon  this  point.  When  confined  at  the  bottom  of  the  bore 
of  the  gun,  say  a  42-pounder,  its  expansive  power  is  about  36,420  pounds 
on  the"  square  inch.  Give  it,  however,  an  air  space  of  14  inches  or 
that  distance  in  which  to  expend  its  power,  and  its  force  is  but  15,850 
pounds  on  the  square  inch ;  and  give  it  still  more  space,  42  inches,  in 
which  to  expend  itself,  and  the  force  is  but  6,470  pounds  on  the  square 
inch,  thus  decreasing  its  expansive  power  from  36,420  pounds  to  6,470, 
or  29,950  pounds  in  the  short  distance  of  42  inches,  and  that  in  the 
confined  space  of  the  bore  of  a  gun.  Again,  when  the  air  space  is 
twenty  times  greater  than  the  space  occupied  by  the  powder,  the  force 
of  the  powder  is  but  1,066  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  When  but 
ten  times  greater,  it  is  increased  to  2,525  pounds  per  square  iuch.  And 
when  the  powder  is  equal  to  half  that  of  air  space,  the  force  is  increased 
to  32,200  pounds  to  the  square  inch.  Where  the  powder  fills  and 
occupies  the  whole  space,  without  any  air  space  about  it,  as  in  an  iron 
sphere  (shell)  so  filled,  the  force  is  increased  to  113,000  pounds  to  the 

square  inch.  . 

In  the  case  under  consideration  the  powder  occupies  the  space  equal 
to  the  hold  of  a  vessel,  and  that  of  the  air  is  infinite.  Unless,  then, 
we  can  conduct  this  expansive  force  of  the  powder  in  the  vessel, 
immense  as  it  may  be,  by  a  tube  or  other  means,  to  the  object  to  be 
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destroyed,  or  by  means  of  an  immense  projectile  in  contact  with  the 
powder,  we  can  expect  no  result  calculated  to  destroy  tlie  garrison,  and 
much  less  any  of  the  solid  ramparts  and  massive  walls  distant  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  center  of  the  power  proposed  to  be  used,  a  power  that 
decreases  rapidly  with  the  distance  from  the  object  to  be  overcome. 

In  all  cases  to  which  reference  will  now  be  made  the  projectile  force 
of  the  powder  acting  upon  solid  matters  in  immediate  contact  with 
powder,  thus  making  these  solids  the  projectiles,  they  (the  solids)  have 
been  the  cause  of  injury,  and  in  no  case  has  the  air  been  the  projectile 
put  in  motion  by  the  explosion  that  destroyed  or  injured  buildings 

remote  therefrom.  ,  ,,  .  , 

The  reflux  of  the  atmosphere  filling  the  vacuum  suddenly  created 

bv  exploding  the  powder  has  in  every  case  been  the  cause  of  forcing 
open  and  outward  doors,  etc.,  but  the  motion  of  translation  or  propul¬ 
sion  from  the  explosion  through  the  medium  of  the  elastic  vapor  of  the 

atmosphere  is  not  perceptible  to  any  injurious  degree. 

I  consider  that  the  explosion  of  a  vessel  load  of  gunpowder  at  the 
nearest  point  it  can  approach  Fort  Caswell  or  Fort  Fisher  can  produce 
no  useful  result  toward  the  reduction  of  those  works,  and  that  no  such 
vessels  as  are  proposed  to  be  so  loaded  can  be  navigated  and  placed 
at  the  nearest  points  to  these  forts,  provided  the  fort  is  garrisoned  and 
its  guns  are  served  with  Follow  projectiles  and  hot  shot. 


Fort  Fisher. 

Fort  Fisher  is  another  work  proposed  to  be  destroyed,  with  its  gar¬ 
rison  in  the  same  manner  as  Fort  Caswell.  The  work  is  situated  on  a 
sand  hill  about  the  light  house  at  the  northern  entrance  into  Cape 
Fear  Eiver.  It  is  unlike  Fort  Caswell  in  being  formed  exclusively  of 
earthen  or  sand  ramparts  and  ditch  without  masonry,  retaining  its 
shape  from  the  slopes  given  to  the  parapets,  scarps,  and  counterscarps, 
with  the  aid  of  gabions  and  other  temporary  expedients.  Our  knowl¬ 
edge  of  it  is  imperfect,  but  enough  is  known  to  enable  us  to  form  as 
correct  a  judgment  of  the  effects  of  the  proposed  explosion  in  the  open 
sea  in  front  of  it  as  though  we  possessed  as  much  detail  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  case  of  Fort  Caswell. 

The  distance  of  Fort  Fisher  from  the  water  is  not  known  with  cer¬ 
tainty.  The  light-house  situated  in  this  fort,  immediately  adjacent 
thereto,  was,  at  the  date  of  our  last  survey  (1856),  440  yards  from  the 
water  line  on  a  FT.  65°  E.  course,  and  the  nearest  point  to  which  a  ves¬ 
sel  drawing  12  feet  water  could  float  was  950  yards  on  the  same 

course _ very  nearly  double  the  distance  of  Fort  Caswell,  and  hence 

exposed  to  much  less  liability  to  injury  from  the  proposed  explosive. 
All  my  remarks  in  relation  to  the  destruction  of  Fort  Caswell  are 
hence  applicable  to  Fort  Fisher,  modified  by  this  increased  distance 
and  diminishing  the  probability  of  injuring  it  or  its  garrison  by  the 
explosion. 

I  will  now  give  several  instances  of  the  explosion  of  large  quantities 
of  gunpowder  and  the  recorded  results  of  effect  produced  in  exempli¬ 
fication  of  the  preceding  views: 

1st.  Explosion  of  the  magazine  at  Fort  Lyon,  of  the  defenses  ot 
Washington,  on  the  9th  of  June,  1863:  The  floor  of  this  magazine  was 
9  feet  below  the  parade  of  the  fort.  The  space  for  powder  was  64 
feet  by  7  feet  by  7  feet,  covered  on  top  with  log  of  15  inches  square 
by  18  feet  long,  and  above  them  8  feet  of  earth  (in  thickness).  The 
amount  of  powder  in  the  magazine  was  17,500  pounds  in  barrels, 
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besides  which  there  was  ammunition  prepared  for  900  cartridges  for 
32-pounders,  750  cartridges  for  24-pounders,  and  500  cartridges  for  30- 
pounder  Parrott  guns,  and  about  200  rounds  for  fieldpieces.  The  earth 
over  and  on  top  of  the  magazine  was  scattered  in  every  direction,  prin¬ 
cipally  upward.  It  fell  in  considerable  quantities  at  a  distance  of  400 
to  500  yards.  Other  portions  of  earth  were  thrown  to  the  right  and 
left  and  deposited  immediately  alongside  the  outline  of  the  magazine. 
The  logs  on  top  of  the  powder  room  were  thrown  in  every  direction. 
Some  pieces  were  thrown  to  a  great  distance,  in  one  case  000  yards. 
The  breadth  of  the  cavity  in  the  earth  formed  by  this  explosion  was 
about  45  feet  on  top.  The  explosion  did  not  affect  the  other  earthwork 
of  the  fort  to  any  material  extent,  although  it  surrounded  this  maga¬ 
zine  on  three  sides  and  not  more  than  80  feet  from  the  magazine,  rising 
several  feet  above  it.  One  gun  on  the  rampart  was  thrown  (rolled) 
into  battery  and  tipped  forward  with  its  muzzle  resting  on  the  para¬ 
pet.  The  loaded  shells  in  the  magazine  were  thrown  to  various  dis¬ 
tances,  in  one  case  as  far  as  2,500  yards.  The  wooden  buildings  and 
tents  used  as  officers’  quarters,  placed  near  the  magazine,  were  entirely 
destroyed.  At  the  time  of  the  explosion  most  of  the  garrison  were  in 
the  bombproof,  which  opens  on  the  front  opposite  the  magazine  and 
about  75  feet  from  it.  All  the  officers  and  men  therein  escaped  unin¬ 
jured.  At  a  house  350  yards  from  the  magazine  the  glass  of  the  win¬ 
dows  was  blown  violently  in  and  the  doors  out.  The  walls  were  started 
out  and  toward  the  magazine ,  in  one  case  more  than  an  inch,  while  the 
whole  house  was  settled  unevenly  on  its  foundations.  Several  persons 
were  lifted  up  and  thrown  to  some  distance,  in  one  instance  about  150 
yards,  escaping  with  very  slight  bruises,  while  others  sustained 
scarcely  a  mark  on  their  bodies. 

2d.  Another  example  of  the  explosion  of  a  depot  of  powder  of  recent 
date  occurred  at  City  Point.  A  canal  boat  moored  alongside  the  wharf 
contained  all  the  surplus  ammunition,  amounting  to  not  less  than  8  tons 
(19,920  pounds),  some  of  it  in  boxes,  which  may  not  all  have  exploded. 
There  seemed  to  have  been  but  one  explosion.  A  similar  canal  boat  or 
barge  was  moored  against  and  on  the  outside  of  the  one  loaded  with 
powder,  etc.  The  wharf  was  built  on  piles.  On  the  wharf  was  a  wooden 
storehouse  one  story  in  height.  About  300  feet  of  this  wharf  was 
destroyed.  The  storehouse  was  blown  down.  It  contained  quarter¬ 
master  and  commissary  stores.  A  loaded  railroad  train  was  on  the 
track  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  wharf.  The  engineer  was  on  his 
engine.  Neither  the  train,  engine,  nor  engineer  were  injured.  Across 
the  railroad,  about  165  yards  irom  the  explosion,  stood  some  light 
wooden  buildings,  sutlers’  tents,  etc.  All  of  these  were  blown  down  or 
so  much  injured  that  they  were  torn  down.  Several  persons  were 
killed  in  and  around  these  buildings.  Fragments  of  the  boat  were 
thrown  some  500  yards  of  a  size  and  with  a  velocity  sufficient  to  kill  a 
man.  My  informant  was  in  his  tent  about  550  yards  from  the  explo¬ 
sion.  He  felt  the  shock  very  sensibly,  but  received  no  injury  except 
from  pieces  of  projectiles.  A  small  boat  alongside  the  barge  next  to 
the  one  blown  up  contained  several  men.  The  boat  was  capsized  and 
some  of  the  men  slightly  injured.  No  case  of  injury  to  any  individual 
could  be  found  except  struck  with  some  projectile. 

3d.  An  explosion  occurred  in  July,  1848,  on  board  a  schooner  at  the 
levee  opposite  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  loaded  with  056  -boxes  of 
ammunition  and  other  boxes  of  ordnance  stores. 

It  took  place  after  141  boxes  of  the  ordnance  stores  had  been 
unloaded  and  reshipped  on  board  a  steamer  alongside  the  schooner, 
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destroying  the  schooner,  killing  one,  and  wounding  another  man  on 

^°N(f  injury  was  done  to  the  several  other  vessels  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood,  to  the  steamer  alongside,  nor  to  the  buildings  on  the 

shore. 

4th.  In  the  vicinity  of  New  York  two  instances  of  explosions  aie 

within  my  recollection.  .  .  ... 

The  one,  a  powder  magazine,  near  the  navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  which 
exploded  about  the  year  1807,  throwing  pieces  of  the  building  over  into 
the  city  of  New  York  and  about  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  producing  no 
injury,  so  far  as  I  can  now  ascertain,  to  buildings  by  the  explosion  of 

The  second  case  occurred  about  1830.  The  steam  frigate  Fulton,  the 
first  vessel  of  this  character  ever  built  (finished  and  in  service  m 
1814),  was  injured  by  the  explosion  of  her  magazine  while  moored  on 
the  flats  at  the  navy  yard.  The  quantity  of  powder  on  board  was 
small,  and  although  enough  to  destroy  much  of  the  vessel,  it  did  no 
injury  to  surrounding  objects.  The  vessel  had  timber  sides  several  ieet 
thick,  floated  on  two  hulls,  with  water  wheels  between  them. 

5th.  At  Du  Pout’s  powder  factory,  near  Wilmington,  Del.,  there  have 
been  numerous  explosions  from  time  to  time.  The  injury  done  beyond 
the  immediate  locality  of  the  mill  or  depot  has  been  from  fragments  of 
the  building  in  which  the  powder  was  stored  or  being  manufactured, 
and  no  material  injury  from  concussion  or  blast  of  powder. 

Cth.  The  recent  test  of  the  XX-inch  gun  at  Fort  Hamilton,  near  New 
York,  was  another  instance  where  the  effect  of  blast  of  powder  was 
observed  with  a  charge  of  125  pounds  of  powder.  Men  were  stationed 
directly  on  the  line  of  fire,  distant  about  75  feet  from  the  muzzle,  and 
screened  by  the  river  bank  that  rose  about  20  feet  above  their  heads 
and  about  28  feet  below  the  level  of  the  axis  of  the  gun  prolonged. 
They  experienced  no  inconvenience  from  the  blast. 

7th.  Deferring  to  European  experience,  I  may  call  your  attention  to 
the  depot  magazine  of  the  French  army  at  the  siege  of  Sebastopol  in 
the  Mamelon  Yert  in  1855.  It  contained  15,400  pounds  of  powder.  It 
occupied  the  center  of  the  work,  was  sunk  below  the  parade,  and  made 
bombproof  above  and  around  by  earth  and  logs  similar,  in  most  respects, 
to  that  of  Fort  Lyon.  It  formed  a  crater  extending  to  the  limits  of  the 
terre-pleiu  of  this  small  work,  but  did  no  material  injury  to  the  rampart, 
or  even  the  parapets.  Two  batteries,  distant  50  yards  from  the  center 
of  the  magazine,  were  injured.  One  hundred  and  forty  men  were  killed 
and  wounded,  some  by  the  first  effect  of  the  explosion,  others  by  the 
masses  of  earth,  stone,  and  timbers  that  were  carried  a  considerable 
distance.  Beams  were  thrown  inside  the  Russian  lines. 

8th.  In  1840  the  English  and  Turkish  fleets  bombarded  St.  Jean 
d’Acre,  blowing  up  an  extensive  arsenal  within  the  limits  of  the 
defenses.  It  was  situated  in  the  ditch,  with  ramparts  on  each  side, 
about  50  feet  from  the  building.  The  explosions  formed  an  extensive 
crater,  extending  under  the  two  ramparts,  making  a  breach  in  each  of 
them,  and  killing  and  wounding  about  1,600  men  at  the  moment  of  the 
explosion  on  the  rampart  adjacent  to  the  arsenal. 

The  quantity  of  powder  in  this  extensive  building  could  not  be  ascer¬ 
tained,  although  it  was  known  to  fill  the  building,  with  some  exposed 
in  the  courtyard  in  the  open  air.  The  mass  of  stone,  earth,  and  timber 
appears  to  have  caused  the  death  of  the  troops. 

9th.  We  have  numerous  instances  of  the  blowing  up  of  ships  of  the 
line,  as  the  French  admiral’s  ship  off  Aboukir  and  of  the  Turkish 
admiral’s  ship  at  Navarino,  where  destruction  of  the  ships  was  entire 
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and  complete,  but  no  effect  is  known  or  supposed  to  have  followed  from 
tbe  explosion  of  the  gases  acting  upon  tbe  surrounding  atmosphere. 

10th.  The  square  tower  of  Brescia,  70  feet  high  and  18  feet  “out  to 
out,”  was  destroyed  in  1769  by  the  explosion  of  gunpowder  stored 
within  it  as  a  magazine,  containing  at  the  time  160,000  pounds  (French) 
of  powder. 

Within  a  radius  of  100  toises  190  houses  were  destroyed;  within  a 
radius  of  300  toises  500  houses  were  greatly  injured,  308  persons  were 
killed,  and  500  wounded.  A  stone  weighing  150  pounds  was  thrown  1 
Italian  mile.  The  walls  of  this  building  were  4  feet  9  inches  (French) 
thick.  It  was  two  stories  high,  separated  by  a  masonry  arch. 

11th.  A  magazine  exploded  during  the  siege  of  Almeida,  Spain,  con¬ 
taining  150,000  pounds  (French)  of  powder.  The  cathedral,  distant 
165  meters,  was  destroyed;  500  inhabitants  were  buried  in  the  ruins  oi 
the  adjacent  buildings.  The  French  trenches  were  filled  with  the 
ruins,  and  large  masses  of  stone  and  . pieces  of  the  heaviest  caliber 
were  thrown  in  the  country  over  the  ramparts.  Three-quarters  of  this 
small  town  within  a  radius  of  200  meters  was  destroyed.  The  trenches 
were  at  the  time  from  600  to  S00  meters  distant.  The  fortifications  of 
the  place,  however,  were  uninjured.  The  city  contained  about  1,500 
inhabitants. 

12th.  In  October,  1864,  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Thames,  between 
Erith  and  Woolwich,  two  powder  magazines  and  two  barges  loaded 
with  powder  exploded,  killing  8  or  9  persons  and  wounding  others. 
The  quantity  of  powder  in  the  largest  magazine  (Hall’s),  of  50  feet 
square,  on  two  fioors,  was  750  barrels,  and  in  the  smaller  one  (Lowood’s), 
of  28  feet  by  48  feet,  were  90  barrels,  and  in  the  two  barges  then  at  the 
wharves  200  barrels,  making  the  total  quantity  exploded  about  104,000 

pounds.  . 

The  two  magazines  were  135  feet  from  each  other,  situated  on  the 
edge  of  the  river,  immediately  behind  the  dike.  The  two  barges  were 
moored  alongside  the  wharves  or  jetties,  one  of  which  projected  into  the 
river  122  feet  and  the  other  120  feet.  Connected  with  these  two  maga¬ 
zines  were  three  cottages  occupied  by  workmen  and  their  families. 
One  of  them  (Raynon’s)  was  71  yards  from  Hall’s  magazine;  another, 
occupied  by  York,  was  70  yards,  and  the  third,  occupied  by  Silver,  was 
50  yards  from  the  Lowood  magazine.  These  two  magazines  and  three 
houses  situated  as  above  were  upon  a  tract  of  20  acres  of  ground,  and  the 
only  buildings  within  a  mile  of  the  disaster.  There  were  three  distinct 
explosions— the  first  on  board  the  barges,  which  tore  asunder  the  large 
magazine,  which  latter  caused  the  smaller  one  to  explode.  Ot  these 
magazines  not  a  single  stone  remained  upon  one  another.  The  baiges 
were  split  into  fragments  and  hurled  in  the  air.  The  embankment  was 
destroyed,  forming  a  crater  of  75  feet  in  length  and  30  feet  deep.  Ray- 
non’s  cottage  was  entirely  destroyed,  himself  and  son  were  killed  ;  his 
wife  and  daughter  were  dug  out  of  the  ruins  alive.  Silver’s  cottage 
was  in  ruins.  In  it  a  child  was  killed.  Silver  himself  was  at  the  back 
door  and  thrown  down  by  the  first  explosion,  but  not  hurt,  while 
the  house  was  destroyed  by  the  second  and  third  explosions.  He  was 
dug  out  of  the  ruins.  No  damage  was  done  beyond  the  20  acres  on 
which  the  magazines  and  houses  ivere  built  other  than  breaking  some 
panes  of  glass  and  doors.  The  shock  was  felt  more  or  less  throughout 
London,  distant  at  the  nearest  point  about  15  miles,  and  some  state 
ments  give  the  distance  as  great  as  40  and  50  miles  to  which  it  was  felt. 

These  facts  were  sworn  to  before  the  coroner’s  jury. 

A  magazine  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  those  blown  up  was  uninjured. 
The  storekeeper  and  four  workmen  were  in  this  magazine  at  the  time. 
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The  second  explosion  knocked  them  down  and  a  piece  of  iron  fell 
through  the  roof.  Another  magazine  lay  at  a  distance  oi  a  quarter  oi 
a  mile  further  off,  and  a  Government  magazine  1  mile,  to  which  no  injury 
was  done.  These  facts  sworn  to  as  above. 

Richd.  Delaeield, 
General  and  Chief  Engineer. 

Charles  A.  Dana,  esq., 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Confidential.] 


Washington  Arsenal, 
Washington,  I).  C.,  November  18,  1864. 


Sir:  The  proposition  which  was  under  discussion  last  evening,  viz, 
the  destruction  of  the  enemy’s  defensive  works  by  means  of  exploding 
large  masses  of  powder  near  them  appears  to  me  to  resolve  itself  into 

three  parts :  ,  . 

1st.  The  probable  effect  of  such  an  explosion  on  the  enemy’s  works. 

2d.  The  disposition  of  the  powder  on  board  of  the  vessel. 

3d.  The  means  of  igniting  it.  . 

1st.  The  amount  of  powder,  1  understand,  has  been  fixed  at  200 
tons,  and  the  distance  at  which  the  explosion  is  to  take  place  will 
be  about  100  yards  from  the  object.  If  these  conditions  are  fulfilled,  I 
think  the  work  will  be  seriously  damaged  by  the  explosion  of  its  prin¬ 
cipal  magazines,  and  the  traverses  and  bombproofs  may  be  shattered 
or  overturned.  It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  there  will  be  great 
difficulty  in  getting  so  near  the  object  if  the  enemy  are  vigilant,  even 
in  the  darkest  night.  A  few  light  balls  will  be  sufficient  to  light  up  a 
space  of  several  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works,  and  the 
offensive  operations  will  be  clearly  seen  by  [the]  enemy  and  the  powder 
vessel  will  become  an  easy  mark  for  his  heaviest  guns  before  it  can  be 


brought  into  position. 

2d.  The  greatest  explosive  effect  is  produced  by  powder  when  it  is 
confined  in  a  space  equal  to  its  own  volume.  The  powder  to  be  used, 
therefore,  should  be  taken  out  of  the  barrels  and  placed  in  a  timber  box 
just  sufficient  to  hold  it.  A  box  of  19  feet  linear  dimensions,  I  think, 
will  be  large  enough  to  contain  400,000  pounds  or  200  tons ;  or  an  oblong- 
box  10  feet  high,  20  feet  wide,  and  32  feet  long  will  suffice  to  contain  it. 
The  effect  of  the  explosion  would  be  the  greatest,  I  think,  if  this  box 
be  placed  above  and  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  or  nearly  on  a 
level  with  the  object.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  powder  box  well 
covered  up  with  sand  bags  as  a  protection  against  the  enemy’s  fire,  and 
to  confine  the  gases  until  the  combustion  is  more  nearly  completed  than 
it  would  be  if  fired  in  the  open  air  or  under  ordiuary  pressure. 

3d.  It  strikes  me  that  the  best  means  of  firing  the  powder  would  be 
one  of  Beardslee’s  magneto-electric  machines,  which  he  has  devised  for 
this  purpose.  Two  or  three  such  machines  might  be  usefully  employed, 
acting  independently  of  each  other,  to  make  the  explosion  more  sure. 

The  little  attention  and  thought  which  I  have  been  able  to  give  this 
subject,  and  the  absence  of  all  practical  experience  in  the  effect  of  such 
explosions,  will,  I  fear,  make  my  opinion  of  little  practical  value.  Such 
as  it  is,  you  are  welcome  to  it. 

Yours,  truly, 

J.  G.  Benton, 

Major,  Commanding. 


Captain  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington ,  Jh  C. 
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Navy  Ordnance  Yard, 
Washington  City ,  November  23,  1864. 

No  direct  experiments  have  ever  been  made  on  this  subject  with 
powder  iu  an  unconfiued  state,  tbougli  there  are  many  records  of  its 
effects  as  produced  iu  mines. 

In  recalling  the  effects  of  various  accidental  explosions  we  may,  how¬ 
ever,  have  some  means  of  comparing  its  effects. 

First,  as  most  completely  authenticated,  are  the  explosions  occurring 
before  Sebastopol  during  the  siege;  two  of  the  service  magazines  in  the 
French  batteries,  one  containing  4,000  pounds,  the  other  3,000  pounds 
of  powder,  exploded,  killing  a  few  men,  stunning  some  others,  but  doing 
no  damage  to  the  guns  and  but  little  to  the  batteries.  A  still  greater 

explosion  of  English  magazine  containing - pounds  caused  a  much 

wider  spread  damage,  but  produced  no  direct  effects  beyond  a  radius  of 
250  yards.  Yery  considerable  damage  was  caused  at  great  distances 
by  the  secondary  effect  of  the  explosion  of  many  live  shells  thrown  to 
[a]  distant  place  and  there  exploding. 

Secondly,  the  great  explosion  at  Erith.  Here,  as  before,  the  intense 
effect  was  essentially  local,  and  no  damage  produced  except  to  build¬ 
ings  beyond  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Even  individuals  distant  half  a  mile 
suffered  no  ill  effects. 

In  short,  the  lateral  effect  is  very  limited,  except  upon  vertical  sur¬ 
faces,  and  here  it  appears  to  be  principally  produced  by  the  reaction  of 
confined  air  as  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  glass  of  windows  and  all 
walls  beyond  the  immediate  vicinity  always  fall  toward  the  point  of 
explosion. 

For  these  reasons  I  do  not  consider  that  any  serious  damage  can  be 
produced  beyond  500  yards  by  the  quantity  proposed.  If  attempted  it 
should  be  placed  in  a  vessel  of  light  draft  and  stored  above  water,  the 
force  increased  as  much  as  possible  by  a  covering  of  sand  bags,  and 
these  again  with  live-  shells  to  obtain  as  great  a  secondary  effect  as 
possible.  The  most  certain  mode  of  causing  the  explosion  would  be  by 
the  use  of  several  wires,  using  several  of  Beardslee’s  machines.  In 
addition,  half  a  dozen  arrangements  depending  on  clockwork  should  be 
made  to  determine  an  ultimate  explosion  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  the 
wires.  Finally,  the  vessel  could  always  be  blown  up  by  firing  at  her 
after  daylight. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  in  charge  Executive  Department. 

Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 


November  23, 1864. 

To  consider  the  foregoing  papers  and  discuss  the  subject  generally, 
Mr.  Fox  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  instant,  assembled  the  following- 
named  officers  at  the  residence  of  Captain  Wise:  General  Dyer,  Col¬ 
onel  Maynadier,  Major  Benton,  Lieutenant-Commander  Aulick,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Jeffers,  Lieutenant-Commander  Ives. 

The  following  propositions  were  submitted  and  discussed  seriatim: 
1  To  explode  on  board  a  vessel  300  tons  of  gunpowder  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  destroying  either  Fort  Fisher  or  Fort  Caswell. 

2.  How  near  would  it  be  safe  for  the  operator  to  be  who  explodes  the 

P°AdThe  manner  of  producing  the  explosion:  Shall  it  be  done  by 
Beardslee’s  or  some  other  battery,  or  by  the  Gomez  or  other  fuze . 


216  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

4.  How  shall  the  powder  be  stowed  ?  What  the  character  of  vessel  ? 

5.  What  would  be  the  effect  upon  persons  iu  the  fort  not  injured  by 
falling  timber,  stones,  etc.,  at  a  distance  of  800  yards"? 

6.  Suppose  300  tons  were  exploded  in  a  vessel  on  shore  (aground)  at 
Federal  Point,  what  would  be  the  effect  upon  the  earthworks  on  that 

point  and  the  people  in  them  ?  , 

Proposition  1. — The  discussion  began  with  a  question  by  Hen  era  l 
Dyer,  that  supposing  the  explosion  is  effected,  will  we  gain  the  advan¬ 
tages  sought?  .  ,  .  , 

Mr.  Fox  explained,  in  substance,  that  if  the  explosion  will  deprive 
the  people  in  the  forts  of  all  power  to  resist  for  a  period  of  two  or  three 
hours,  ample  time  will  thereby  be  afforded  for  the  fleet  to  pass.  I  he 
Navy  must  therefere  be  ready  to  move  forward  immediately,  using 
light-draft  vessels  to  lift  torpedoes,  etc. 

The  principal  object  in  view  is  to  silence  and  destroy  or  occupy  the 
forts,  and  thus  get  command  of  the  mouth  of  the  [Cape  Fear]  Fiver  and 
put  an  end  to  all  blockade  running.  This  will  place  Wilmington  in  the 
same  condition  as  Mobile.  The  possession  of  Federal  Point  will  give 
us  the  key  to  the  whole  position.  The  contemplated  draft  of  the  powder 
vessel  will  be  12  feet,  and  her  nearest  approach  estimated  at  450  yards. 

The  discussion  of  this  first  proposition  naturally  entered  into  that  of 
all  the  others,  and  was  followed  during  the  entire  interview. 

Proposition  2. — The  answer  agreed  upon  to  this  was,  that  a  safe  dis¬ 
tance  for  the  operator  would  be  5  miles. 

Proposition  3. — In  considering  this  the  probabilities  of  failure  were 
kept  in  view,  and  it  was  remarked  that  the  Beardslee  apparatus  experi¬ 
enced  difficulties  in  its  operations  at  Norfolk  in  removing  piles.  It  was 
finally  decided,  however,  to  make  use  of  several  of  these  machines, 
with  separate  and  distinct  wires  leading  to  different  parts  of  the  mass 
of  powder,  and  at  the  same  time  to  use  the  Gomez  fuze  and  several 
arrangements  of  clockwork  in  order  to  insure  an  ultimate  success. 

Proposition  4. — In  relation  to  this  the  conclusion  reached  was  that 
the  powder  should  be  stowed  as  much  above  water  as  it  could  be  with 
due  regard  to  the  safety  of  the  vessel;  to  be  put  up  in  sacks  or  bags 
of  100  pounds  each  and  placed  in  separate  bins  communicating  with 
each  other,  the  bins  to  be  lined  with  tin,  hermetically  sealed  and  sur¬ 
rounded  with  bags  of  sand  on  the  outsides  and  top. 

The  vessel  should  be  a  large  steamer  of  light  draft,  accompanied  by 
a  small  tug  to  bring  off  the  crew. 

Proposition  5. — The  answers  to  this  were  of  course  only  conjectural, 
but  the  opinion  was  that  the  explosion  would  lift  the  covering  of  the 
bombproofs  and  have  a  demoralizing  and  great  physical  effect  upon  the 
garrison. 

And  this  proposition,  in  connection  with  the  direct  question  embraced 
in  proposition  6,  was  thus  answered : 

That  the  explosion  would  injure  the  earthworks  to  a  very  great 
extent,  render  the  guns  unserviceable  for  a  time,  and  probably  affect 
the  garrison  to  such  a  degree  as  to  deprive  them  of  power  to  resist  the 
passage  of  naval  vessels  by  the  forts  and  the  carrying  of  these  works 
by  immediate  assault. 

Finally,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that,  taking  into  consideration 
the  great  importance  of  the  question,  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  a  successful  result  as  compared  with  the  outlay  of  means  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  the  experiment,  the  effort  should  be  made  by  exploding  a 
mass  of  300  tons  of  gunpowder  in  a  vessel  as  near  the  earthworks  on 
Federal  Point  as  it  may  be  possible  to  do. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  proposed  plan. 


Gosport  [Norfolk]  Nayy  Yard,  December  8, 1864. 

Sir:  1  propose  running  a  vessel  drawing  8J  feet  (as  near  to  Fort 
Fislier  as  possible)  with  350  tons  of  powder,  and  exploding  her  by  run¬ 
ning  her  upon  the  beach  outside  and  opposite  Fort  Fisher.  My  calcu¬ 
lations  are  that  the  explosion  will  wind  up  Fort  Fisher  and  the  works 
along  the  beach,  and  that  we  can  open  fire  with  the  vessels  without 
damage. 

Now,  I  want  all  the  information  to  be  obtained  whether  an  8  or  9  foot 
vessel  can  get  close  to  Fort  Fisher  from  the  outside,  and  how  close  and 
whether  she  can  get  close  from  the  inside  by  crossing  the  bar. 

The  object  is  to  get  the  vessels  with  the  powder  as  close  to  Fort 
Fisher  as  possible,  and  if  it  can  be  done  from  the  outside,  there  will  be 
no  danger  of  the  crew  not  escaping,  or  of  the  vessel  grounding  outside 
the  bar  before  she  gets  to  the  desired  spot.  I  want  a  line  run  with 
Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  i  S.  on  to  the  beach,  and  obtain  for  me  the 
exact  soundings.  It  would  suit  me  exactly  it  I  could  place  the  powder 
vessel  in  the  position  marked  on  the  chart*  I  herewith  send  you,  which 
chart  is  confidential. 

Let  me  know  if  you  have  a  pilot  I  can  depend  on  to  take  the  powder 
vessel  over  the  bar  in  case  we  can’t  beach  her  near  the  fort  on  the 


outside. 

Have  all  the  information  you  can  get  ready  by  the  time  I  go  down. 
I  send  Sub-Assistant  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  to  you,  who  will 
do  the  work ;  afford  him  all  facilities.  I  send  down  two  calcium  lights, 
one  for  each  bar,  and  a  man  to  show  you  how  to  work  them. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 


T? o A  A.wnnnrnl 


Lieutenant-Commander  Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Senior  Officer  off  Nero  Inlet. 


[Telegram.] 


8,  1864 — 10:45  a.  m. 


Washington,  December 
Inform  Lieutenant-Commander  J eft'ers  that  the  powder  steamer  is  now 
in  New  York  and  will  probaby  reach  Hampton  Roads  on  next  Saturday 
evening  or  Sunday,  and  to  carry  out  my  views  in  regard  to  the  powder 
as  far  as  practicable. 

II.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  Bureau. 

Captain  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Sheer,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  guard  the 

U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  December  9,  1864. 

Sir  ■  Move  your  vessel  near  the  Louisiana  at  Craney  Island  and  keep 
guard  over  her  until  she  leaves,  after  which  return  to  your  station. 


Not  found. 
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Exercise  great  vigilance  as  regards  boats  visiting  this  vessel,  and 
allow  none  to  go  on  board  of  her  before  reporting  to  you. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wyandotte ,  Norfolk ,  Y a. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  powder 

for  the  IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  10, 1864. 

Sir:  The  commander  of  the  Sassacus  has  been  directed  to  leave  with 
the  Louisiana  in  tow  the  moment  the  wind  subsides  aud  endeavor  to  get 
to  Beaufort  before  the  offshore  wind  changes. 

When  you  get  to  Beaufort  you  will  find  there  two  schooners  with  90 
tons  of  powder  on  board  in  cylinders.  You  will  transfer  it  to  the  can¬ 
vas  bags  now  on  board  the  Louisiana.  The  names  of  the  schooners  are 
William  Allen  and  M.  Small.  Captain  Davis  has  received  orders  to  give 
you  every  assistance  in  filling  the  powder,  and  you  will  call  on  any  com¬ 
mander  there,  who  is  directed  to  give  you  anything  you  want  in  the  way 
of  men  or  material. 

Every  hour  is  of  importance,  and  I  hope  that  no  time  may  be  lost. 

Don’t  get  the  vessel  too  deep,  though  I  am  axious  that  she  should 
have  the  300  tons  on  board,  or  nearly  that.  Her  depth,  though,  must 
be  taken  into  consideration  first. 

When  you  have  finished  filling  the  powder  on  board  cover  the  loading 
ports  with  canvas,  painted  and  battened,  and  every  other  place  about 
the  vessel  where  water  may  get  in.  If  scupper  plugs  have  not  been  put 
in,  have  it  done  before  you  leave  Beaufort. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind, 

TJ.  S.  S.  A  g  air  am. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  in  the 

TJ.  S.  S.  Sassacus  to  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  on  the  duty  assigned  you  in  the 
Sassacus  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  The  Sassacus  will  tow  down  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  to  that  place.  After  her  arrival  there  you  will  proceed  to  fill  her 
up  without  delay  and  be  ready  to  leave  there  at  a  moment’s  notice. 
Look  out  she  is  not  too  deep,  though  she  will  only  leave  there  in  very 
smooth  water.  Call  on  any  commanders  there  for  volunteers  to  make 
up  the  number  of  officers  and  men  required  aud  call  on  them  for  boats 
or  any  thing  that  you  may  require  for  the  success  of  the  expedition. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Agawam,  Norfolk. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus,  to  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  towing  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana, 
loaded  with  powder. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  11,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  in  tow  the  IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana,  loaded  witli  pow¬ 
der,  and  take  lier  down  to  Beaufort,  1ST.  0.  If  you  apprehend  danger 
to  her  in  towing  her  across  the  bar  at  that  place,  you  tvill  signal  for 
the  tug  there  and  make  her  tow  the  vessel  in,  when  you  will  follow. 
Have  her  anchored  in  a  safe  place  within  the  harbor  and  keep  a  watch 
over  her.  When  the  steamer  has  arrived  with  the  powder  to  go  in  her, 
you  will  give  all  assistance  in  loading  her  without  delay. 

Have  a  strict  watch  kept  that  no  vessel  lies  near  her,  and  moor  head 
and  stern  there  yourself,  not  to  take  up  too  much  room.  Be  careful  if 
you  meet  with  a  heavy  head  sea  to  keep  the  vessel  in  a  position  that 
will  make  her  roll  as  little  as  possible. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant  Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Sassacus,  Hampton  Roads. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Chase,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  in  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

Hampton  Roads,  December  12,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  to  take  command  of  the  Louisiana , 
now  lying  at  Craney  Island,  and  proceed  with  her  to  Beaufort,  TST .  O., 
the  Sassacus  towing  her.  You  will  permit  no  fire  to  be  lighted  on  the 
Louisiana ;  no  cigars  to  be  smoked  in  any  part  of  the  vessel. 

If  a  gale  of  wind  should  come  on  and  you  find  a  difficulty  in  the 
Sassacus  towing  you,  you  will  have  to  get  up  steam  and  proceed  off 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  Take  a  pilot  there  and  go  in;  await  further  orders. 
A  great  deal  depends  on  the  success  of  getting  this  vessel  to  Beaufort 
and  you  must  guard  against  any  accident  as  you  approach  Beaufort. 
Keep  your  lead  going  and  give  the  shoals  a  good  berth. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

1  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  [Whitman]  Chase, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Chase,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
officers  and  men  not  required  on  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 


Korth  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Hampton  Roads,  December  12,  1864. 
Sir  :  As  soon  as  Captain  Rhind  assumes  command  of  the  Louisiana 
you  will  see  that  all  the  officers  and  men  not  required  by  him  do  return 
to  their  respective  vessels  and  will  apply  for  a  tug  for  that  purpose. 
Respectfully^ 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Master  Chase, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 
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Additional  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 

Hampton  Hoads,  Virginia,  December  12,  1864. 
Sir:  Time  flies.  You  must  get  the  Louisiana  underway  at  daylight. 
If  the  officers  who  are  to  go  in  her  are  not  on  board,  you  must  leave 
them. 

See  that  the  proper  persons  are  on  board  to  take  care  ot  her  and 
send  them,  if  necessary,  from  your  vessel. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JIavid  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  delay  in  the  departure  of 

the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 

Off  Craney  Island,  December  13,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  this  date,  and  would  respectfully  state  that  the  delay  in 
starting  with  the  Louisiana  has  not  been  occasioned  by  any  want  of 
dispatch  on  my  part.  She  was  not  ready  until  now,  as  reported  by 
Lieutenant- Commander  Jeffers  to  Commander  Rliind.  I  will  at  once 
(9:30  a.  m.)  take  her  in  tow  and  carry  out  your  orders  in  regard  to  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Detailed  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Wat- 
mough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  V.  C.,  December  17,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  New  Inlet  and  there  take 
charge,  as  usual,  and  will  explain  to  the  commanders  what  is  expected 
of  them. 

A  vessel  will  be  in  readiness  to  communicate  with  you  when  the 
powder  vessel  is  approaching,  when  you  will  make  some  signal  that 
will  excite  no  suspicion,  to  send  the  bar  vessels  offshore  not  less  than 
12  miles.  This  signal  you  will  arrange  yourself — two  red  lights  held 
over  the  side — and  keeping  the  vessels  close  together,  would  be  a  good 
plan.  I  want  nothing  done  to  excite  suspicion,  but  the  bar  tenders  to 
run  in  as  usual  near  sunset.  Tell  the  commanders  to  be  particular  and 
let  the  steam  run  down  (when  they  get  to  the  distance  of  safety)  for 
fear  of  damage  to  the  boiler  by  the  explosion. 

Keep  one  good  tug  or  steamer  ready  to  take  the  boats  of  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  in  tow,  when  the  officers  and  men  leave  the  vessel.  She  must  lie 
at  a  short  distance  (not  over  a  mile)  from  shore,  or  just  far  enough  not 
to  be  seen  by  the  rebels. 
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You  will  have  a  very  fast-pulling  boat  prepared  to  lie  close  in,  on  a 
line  with  Fort  Fisher,  bearing  W.  \  S. 

Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  will  go  in  the  boat  and  place  her 
where  the  Louisiana  can  run  for  her. 

Prepare  a  box  with  lid  to  hold  a  red  lantern,  well  trimmed,  lhe 
boat  will  show  this  lantern  in  a  box  in  a  direction  the  Louisiana  will 
come  from,  being  particular  never  to  turn  it  on  shore.  Have  a  boat 
compass  or  a  heavy  compass  in  the  boat,  and  two  dark  lanterns  to  read 
the  courses  by. 

When  the  Louisiana  has  passed  Mr.  Bradford’s  boat,  he  will  obscure 
his  light,  keeping  it  ready  to  show  again.  He  will  then  pull  out  about 
200  yards  and  wait  for  the  party  from  the  Louisiana ,  who  will  pull  in 
his  direction. 

When  the  boats  arrive,  he  will  show  his  light  in  the  box  to  the 
steamer  or  tug,  which  will  flash  a  red  lantern  quickly,  the  boats  con¬ 
tinuing  offshore. 

No  time  is  to  be  lost  in  getting  underway  when  on  board  the  steamer, 
and  as  Captain  Bhind  will  know  by  his  watch  what  time  the  explosion 
will  take  place,  the  steam  can  be  run  down  to  suit  the  occasion.  At 
the  same  time,  moderate  steam  should  be  carried  from  the  stait  and 
the  boilers  not  pressed.  The  whole  thing  must  be  done  coolly  and 

systematically.  -  ,  «  n 

When  the  explosion  takes  place,  all  vessels  will  be  prepared  to  tail 
into  the  different  lines  of  battle  marked  on  the  chart.  The  reserves 
will  be  uuder  the  direction  of  Commander  Bolando,  in  the  Keystone 


State. 


Yery  respectfully,  yours, 

Bear- Admiral ,  Commanding 


David  D.  Porter, 
North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  WatmouGH, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Kansas. 


Instructions  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  off  Western  Bar, 
Cape  Fear  River,  regarding  plan  of  attack. 


Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  17, 1864. 

Sir-  A  vessel  filled  with  powder  will  be  sent  in  under  Fort  Fisher 
and  exploded.  You  will,  after  receiving  this,  run  off  every  night  after 
it  is  dark  enough  not  to  let  the  enemy  see  that  you  are  gone.  Make  all 
the  vessels  you  have  run  off  at  least  12  miles  as  fast  as  they  can  go,  and 
then  let  their  steam  run  down  so  that  the  concussion  will  not  affect  the 


Place  your  vessels  in  a  position  where  they  can  cut  oft  a  blockade  run¬ 
ner  attempting  to  go  in  or  out— that  is,  spread  them  out  in  line  from 
abreast  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals  to  the  westward  while  anticipating  an 
explosion,  which  will  take  place  in  the  dark  of  the  moon. 

Don’t  run  inshore  and  lessen  the  distance  I  have  mentioned,  but  rather 
increase  it.  Be  particular  to  let  steam  go  down  until  the  moon  is  up 
and  there  is  no  longer  any  possibility  of  the  powder  vessel  going  in. 
Be  in  at  the  bar  again  at  daylight,  not  to  excite  suspicions  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  let  them  know  you  are  still  vigilant.  Do  this  every  night  until 
the  explosion  takes  place,  and  when  that  does  happen  you  will  come 
around  at  once  to  the  east  bar,  New  Inlet,  with  all  the  vessels  except  the 
Bolus  and  Nansemond ,  which  will  be  left  to  watch  the  bar  and  see  t  iat 
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nothing  gets  out  while  we  are  attacking  the  forts.  I  send  you  a  plan 
of  the  attack.  You  will  give  each  commander  one  as  far  as  they  will 
go,  and  if  there  are  not  enough,  explain  to  those  who  do  not  get  them, 
or  let  them  take  a  rough  sketch  that  will  answer.  As  you  come  around 
get  the  vessels  in  line  of  battle  as  marked  on  the  chart,  and  let  them  all 
report,  by  hailing,  to  Commander  Rolando,  who,  in  the  Keystone  State , 
will  lead  the  reserves  into  such  a  position  as  I  may  assign  them. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

If  avid  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Off  Western  Bar ,  Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina. 


Detailed  instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S. 

Navy,  in  charge  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  17,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed,  when  ready,  with  the  Louisiana,  under  your 
command,  to  the  east  bar,  New  Inlet,  and  place  the  vessel  as  close  to 
Fort  Fisher  as  the  water  will  permit,  even  to  running  her  on  the  beach. 
When  she  is  there  she  is  to  be  exploded  by  means  of  clocks,  slow  matches, 
etc.,  which  have  been  furnished  you,  at  such  time  as  in  your  judgment 
may  seem  best. 

I  have  furnished  you  with  all  the  means  at  my  disposal,  and  which 
you  have  required,  to  make  this  thing  successful;  you  have  had  all  the 
arrangements  of  the  preparations,  and  if  successful  the  credit  will  be 
yours.  Great  risks  have  to  be  run,  and  there  are  chances  that  you  may 
lose  your  life  in  this  adventure ;  but  the  risk  is  worth  the  running,  when 
the  importance  of  the  object  is  to  be  considered  and  the  fame  to  be 
gained  by  this  novel  undertaking,  which  is  either  to  prove  that  forts  on 
the  water  are  useless  or  that  the  rebels  are  proof  against  gunpowder. 
I  have  studied  this  matter  very  fairly  and  impartially,  taking  opinions 
from  all  the  lights  of  science  (and  making  due  allowances)  and  eliciting 
such  important  facts  as  have  a  real  bearing  on  the  case. 

I  do  not  anticipate  such  a  dreadful  earthquake  as  some  suppose  will 
take  place  (destroying  everything),  nor  do  I  think  the  effect  will  in  any 
way  be  mild. 

I  take  a  mean  between  the  two,  and  think  the  effect  of  the  explosion 
will  be  simply  very  severe,  stunning  men  at  a  distance  of  three  or  four 
hundred  yards,  demoralizing  them  completely,  and  making  them  unable 
to  stand  for  any  length  of  time  a  tire  from  the  ships.  I  think  that  the 
concussion  will  tumble  magazines  that  are  built  on  framework,  and  that 
the  famous  Mound  will  be  among  the  things  that  were,  and  the  guns 
buried  beneath  the  ruins. 

I  think  that  houses  in  Wilmington  and  Smithville  will  tumble  to  the 
ground  and  much  demoralize  the  people,  and  I  think  if  the  rebels  fight 
after  the  explosion  they  have  more  in  them  than  I  gave  them  credit  for. 

I  do  not,  however,  anticipate  injury  to  any  one  over  2J  miles,  though 
I  have  taken  every  precaution  in  my  general  orders  to  prevent  any  acci¬ 
dent  by  removing  the  vessels  to  such  a  distance  that  they  will  be  in 
perfect  safety.  This,  however,  should  not  influence  you  in  your  arrange¬ 
ments,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  vessel  should  explode  as  soon  after 
landing  her  as  your  safety  will  permit.  It  would  not  do  to  have  the 
rebels  put  a  shot  through  her  water  line,  as  it  would  destroy  more  than 
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two-tliirds  of  the  powder.  In  this  you  must  consult  your  own  opinions 
of  what  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  party  with  you  and  the  chances 
of  their  getting  out  of  the  range  of  danger.  I  would  suggest  by  all 
means  that  fuzes  and  clocks  be  not  depended  on.  but  that  a  fire  be 
lighted  in  the  stern  of  the  vessel  (the  last  thing  you  do  on  leaving),  tak¬ 
ing  care  that  it  be  so  regulated  that  it  will  burn,  not  too  quickly,  but  will 
burn  effectually.  There  may  be  something  yet  unthought  of  that  will 
affect  the  clocks  and  fuzes,  but  there  will  be  no  mistake  in  a  fire. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  too  high  steam  be  not  carried  on  going  in, 
and  that  the  fire  doors  be  left  open  and  the  safety  valve  fitted  properly 
to  lift  when  high  steam  gets  on ;  otherwise  the  boilers  may  explode  and 
destroy  all  our  work.  I  do  not  think  it  a  good  plan  to  have  the  pro¬ 
peller  working  when  you  leave  the  vessel,  as  in  a  case  of  a  rise  in  the 
water  and  sweeping  her  bow  out  the  powder  vessel  might  chase  you  to 
sea  again,  and  though  not  overtake  you,  turn  the  laugh  on  us.  The 
best  plan  will  be  to  let  go  a  light  kedge  from  the  end  of  the  bowsprit  or 
cutwater.  I  would  not  advise  running  her  hard  onto  the  beach,  as  that 
may  bilge  her.  She  is  flat-bottomed  and  will  stick  fast  enough  if  run 
up  easy,  provided  the  beach  is  smooth,  which  is  likely  to  be  the  case 
with  the  wind  S.  W. 

Now,  the  danger  of  bilging  and  spoiling  all  the  powder  suggests  to  me 
the  plan  of  anchoring  in  case  of  a  surf  close  under  the  fort.  The  vessel 
can  not  then  be  boarded  without  boats,  or  the  fires  put  out  and  the  ves¬ 
sel  scuttled,  all  of  which  might  happen  if  landed  upon  the  beach  with 
a  sea  running  on.  It  is  smooth,  I  believe,  at  New  Inlet  with  the  wind 
N.  by  E.  round  to  S.  W.  going  around  west. 

I  have  nothing  more  to  say  but  to  wish  you  and  those  with  you  a 
happy  termination  of  this  experiment.  I  expect  more  good  to  our 
cause  from  a  success  in  this  instance  than  from  an  advance  of  all  of  the 
armies  in  the  field.  If  we  succeed  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  who  has  the 
most  powder,  and  as  I  believe  it  is  generally  conceded  that  we  are  bet¬ 
ter  supplied  than  the  rebels,  we  can  blow  them  into  submission.  The 
names  of  those  connected  with  the  expedition  will  be  famous  for  all 

time  to  come.  ,  ,  „ 

You  and  the  officers  with  you  have  been  selected  for  your  coolness 
and  ability  to  perform  what  is  required,  and  I  have  every  confidence 
that  you  will  do  all  that  men  could  do  under  the  circumstances. 

Time  is  a  great  element  to  success  in  these  operations,  and  the  state 
of  the  weather  induces  me  to  hope  that  we  will  know  the  effect  of  your 
powder  by  to-morrow  night,  and  be  in  posssession  of  the  forts  early  on 

Monday. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind, 

In  charge  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Butler,  IT.  S.  Army,  regarding 

readiness  for  tlie  attack 

At  Sea,  December  18, 1864. 

General:  The  powder  vessel  Louisiana  has  gone  in  to  attempt  the 
explosion.  The  weather  looks  threatening.  The  wind  may  haul  to  the 
west,  but  it  is  not  likely.  The  barometer  is  high,  yet  the  weather  does 
not  please  me. 
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In  case  of  aii  easterly  gale  my  vessels  will  reu<Tezvous  under  Cape 
Lookout,  where  yours  also  will  tind  perfect  shelter.  In  case  you  land 
at  Masonboro  Inlet,  which  you  can  only  do  with  northwesterly  or  west¬ 
erly  winds,  will  you  not  want  vessels  to  cover  you?  I  have  vessels 
detailed  to  cover  all  landing  parties.  The  powder  vessel  is  as  complete 
as  human  ingenuity  can  make  her;  has  235  tons  of  powder,  all  1  can 
get,  though  she  would  not  have  carried  much  more. 

I  propose  standing  in  the  moment  the  explosion  takes  place  and  open 
fire  with  some  of  the  vessels  at  night  to  prevent  the  enemy  repairing- 
damages  if  he  has  any. 

We  have  an  army  signal  officer  on  board,  and  if  you  have  one,  we 
can  communicate  freely. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  etc.,  Steamer  Ben  Be  Ford. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a  request  for  postponement  of 
the  explosion  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  from  Major-General  Butler. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  11, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I  went  on  board 
the  Ben  Be  Ford  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  ultimo  and  informed  General 
Butler  that  the  powder  vessel  would  be  exploded  that  evening,  and  that 
you  would  be  ready  to  follow  it  up  at  daylight  in  the  morning  by  an 
attack  with  the  fleet.  General  Butler,  upon  discussion  of  the  matter 
with  General  Weitzel  and  Colonel  Comstock,  directed  General  Weitzel 
to  call  upon  you  and  request  a  postponement  of  several  days,  and  I  so 
heard  General  Weitzel  state  it  to  you  in  your  cabin. 

I  have  also  to  state  that  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter,  the  A.  B.  Vance 
carried  in  the  orders  countermanding  the  explosion  and  to  direct  the 
powder  vessel  to  return  to  her  anchorage. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of 

powder  vessel. 

December  19, 1864. 

Captain:  It  is  desirable  that  your  taking  the  vessel  in  should  be 
done  at  a  time  when  there  is  little  or  no  surf,  so  that  the  army  can  land 
on  the  beach  without  difficulty.  You  will  not  go  in  and  blow  the  vessel 
up  until  it  is  smooth.  The  wind  having  hauled  S.  W.  and  going  round 
to  N.  W.,  we  may  have  a  smooth  time  to  night,  but  I  leave  it  to  your 
discretion;  only  remember  that  we  must  give  the  army  no  cause  to  say 
we  went  to  work  without  giving  them  a  chauce  to  land. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


225 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Kansas,  to  be  in  readiness  for  immediate  action. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  at  Sea,  off  New  Inlet ,  December  23, 1864. 
Sir:  Have  everything  ready  for  the  powder  boat  to-night,  for  go  in 
she  must.  Send  Pilot  Bowen  on  board  the  New  Ironsides. 

Let  me  know  what  those  explosions  were  yesterday  and  day  before. 
I  attack  in  the  morning. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  (f.  Watmough, 

Comm  anding  Kansas. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy, 

commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tacony. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Wilmington,  December  23,  1864. 

Sir:  I  think  you  had  better  move  in  near  this  ship  until  dark,  as 
you  can  see  the  lights  better.  Hoist  the  flag  at  the  fore,  as  suggested, 
and  the  lights  at  night,  and  carry  out  all  the  wishes  of  Commander 
Rhind. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  Tacony. 

You  can’t  be  seen  here  from  the  shore. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of 

powder  vessel. 

At  Sea, 

New  Inlet,  December  23,  1864. 

Sir:  You  must  make  your  arrangements  to  go  in  to-night,  unless  the 
gale  comes  on  again.  I  shall  go  in  and  attack  to-morrow.  Make  your 
arrangements  with  Captain  Watmough  and  don’t  fail  me.  The  tug 
Moccasin  is  at  your  disposal  to  communicate  with  Captain  Watmough. 
Let  him  have  plenty  of  lights  over  his  stern. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

1  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind. 


Additional  order  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  in 

charge  powder  vessel. 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  23, 1864. 
Sir:  The  moon  shines  at  3:  25.  I  would  like  the  explosion  to  take 
place  at  2  a.  m.,  or  as  near  to  that  as  possible,  that  the  rebels  may  have 
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as  little  time  to  rebuild  as  possible,  but  if  there  is  likely  to  be  anything 
to  jirevent  the  explosion  at  the  above  time  let  her  go  in  when  it  suits 
you.  Don’t  forget  to  build  a  good  fire,  for  that  is  certain,  and  will  pre¬ 
vent  the  rebels  boarding  her. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Commander  A.  C.  Ehind,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  charge  of  powder  vessel  Louisiana,  regarding  the 

explosion. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Wilmington,  December  26,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
special  service  assigned  me  in  connection  with  your  attack  on  the 
defenses  at  New  Inlet: 

In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  23d  instant,  the  powder  boat  was 
taken  in  that  night  as  near  to  Fort  Fisher  as  possible,  the  distance 
reached  being  estimated  by  all  officers  present  at  from  250  to  300  yards 
from  the  beach.  Owing  to  the  night  being  perfectly  clear  it  became 
necessary  to  anchor  her  there  to  prevent  discovery  by  the  enemy  and 
consequent  frustration  of  the  plan.  Had  the  night  been  obscure,  she 
could  have  reached  a  point  about  150  yards  nearer. 

The  vessel,  though  having  steam,  was  towed  in  and  piloted  by  the 
Wilderness  to  a  point  within  a  short  distance  of  her  station,  when  the 
Widerness  hauled  off  and  remained  near  to  take  off'  the  party  from  the 
powder  boat.  The  arrangements  and  movements  of  the  Wilderness 
were  m  charge  of  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson,  of  the  Gettysburg,  assisted 
by  Mr.  J.  b.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  and  Mr.  Bowen,'  bar  pilot 
the  local  knowledge  and  judgment  of  these  gentlemen  being  of  the 
gieatest  service  to  me  in  perfecting  all  the  arrangements  and  carrying1 
out  the  plan  successfully.  The  party  on  board  the  Wilderness ,  corm 
manded  by  Acting  Master  II.  Arey,  shared  with  us  whatever  of  risk  or 
danger  attended  the  enterprise. 

Our  arrangements  being  completed,  we  started  in  from  the  station 
vessel,  the  Kansas,  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough.  at  about  10:30 
p.  m.  At  about  11:30  the  Wilderness  cast  off  the  powder  boat  and 
anchored,  the  latter  steaming  slowly  ahead  until  she  reached  a  point 
L.  by  N.  ^  N.  from  Fort  Fisher,  and  within  300  yards  of  the  beach 
The  wind  was  light  offshore  and  it  was  expected  the  powder  boat  would 
tend  to  the  tide  if  anchored.  The  anchor  was  accordingly  let  fro  the 
fires  hauled  as  well  as  possible,  and  the  men  put  into  the  boat.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  1  restou  and  I  then  proceeded  to  light  the  fuzes  and  fires  The 
latter  were  arranged  by  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Mullin. 

When  all  was  fairly  done,  we  observed  that  the  vessel  would  not  tail 
inshore,  and  therefore  let  go  another  anchor  with  short  scope.  We 
then  took  to  the  boat  and  reached  the  Wilderness  in  safety  at  precisely 
midnight,  slipped  her  anchor,  and  steamed  out  at  full  speed,  reaching 
in  less  than  an  hour  a  point  about  12  miles  distant  from  the  powder 
boat,  where  we  hove  to  and  ran  our  steam  down. 

i  Ai ;p£eclsely Z;40  a.  in.  the  explosion  took  place,  the  shock  being 
hardly  felt,  and  four  distinct  reports  heard.  What  result  was  occa¬ 
sioned  near  the  vessel  we  can  only  estimate  by  the  feeble  fire  of  the 
forts  next  day.  My  opinion  is  that  owing  to  the  want  of  confinement 
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and  insufficient  fuzing  of  the  mass  much  of  the  powder  was  blown  away 
before  ignition  and  its  effect  lost. 

The  fuzes  were  set  by  the  clocks  to  one  hour  and  a  half,  but  the 
explosion  did  not  occur  till  twenty-two  minutes  after  that  time  had 
elapsed,  the  after  part  of  the  vessel  being  then  enveloped  in  flames. 

The  following  officers  and  men  manned  the  powder  boat:  Commander 
A.  C.  Bhind,  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
A.  T.  E.  Mullin,  Master’s  Mate  Paul  Boyden,  Frank  Lucas,  coxswain; 
William  Garvin,  captain  forecastle;  Charles  J.  Bibber,  gunner’s  mate; 
John  Neil,  quarter  gunner;  Bobert  Montgomery,  captain  afterguard; 
James  Boberts,  seaman;  Charles  Hawkins,  seaman ;  Dennis  Conlan, 
seaman;  James  Sullivan,  ordinary  seaman;  AVilliam  Hinnegan,  second- 
class  fireman;  Charles  Bice,  coal  heaver. 

The  crew  were  all  volunteers  from  my  own  vessel,  the  Agawam.  The 
zeal,  patience,  and  endurance  of  officers  and  men  were  unsurpassed, 
and  1  believe  no  officer  could  have  been  better  supported.  To  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Lamson,  Mr.  Bradford,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  11  ilder- 
ness,  we  are  indebted  for  the  means  of  escape,  and  from  the  first  start 
from  Norfolk  we  have  received  every  desired  assistance.  The  vessel 
was  towed  to  Wilmington  Bar  by  the  Sassacus,  Lieutenant-Commander 
J.  L.  Davis,  who  gave  us  at  all  times  a  cordial  support.  The  Tacony, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun,  sent  us  a  relief  crew  after  the  gale; 
both  vessels  furnished  us  a  boat. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  A.  C.  Bhind, 

Commander ,  Z7.  S.  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter.  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  explaining  cause  of  post¬ 
ponement  of  operations. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

V.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  11,  1865. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  evidence  I  have  already  sent  you  in  my  No. 
13  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  S.W.  Pres¬ 
ton.  who  was  close  in  to  the  bar  on  the  night  of  the  18th  December.  I 
had  directed  the  powder  vessel  to  proceed  in  that  night,  and  she  was  on 
her  way  when  General  Weitzel  came  on  board  with  a  request  from 
General  Butler  that  I  would  wait  a  few  days,  so  that  the  Louisiana 
could  be  blown  up  later  in  the  night.  I  accordingly  dispatched  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  in  the  A.  1).  1  ance ,  to  cairy  orders 
to  stop  the  party  and  to  tell  them  not  to  go  in  until  a  day  or  two  later. 
The  A  J).  Vance  found  the  powder  boat  and  delivered  the  order,  the 
party  having  returned  with  the  vessel,  finding  the  time  unpropitious. 
It  was  very  fortunate  that  the  expedition  was  stopped,  for  a  heavy  surf 
was  found  to  be  rolling  on  the  beach,  and  the  next  day,  the  wind  fresh¬ 
ening  from  the  southward,  a  landing  was  perfectly  impracticable. 

Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  went  m 
close  to  the  beach  to  recounoiter  and  found  the  surf  so  heavy  that  he 
came  near  being  capsized. 

No  boat  of  any  kind  could  have  gone  on  the  beach  without  being 

destroyed  by  the  breakers.  , 

On  the  next  day  it  was  even  worse,  and  the  surf  increased  until  the 

gale  was  at  its  height.  .  .  ,  „ 

The  beach  was  never  fairly  smooth  until  the  afternoon  and  night  ot 
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the  24tli  and  the  morning  of  the  25th.  All  the  troops  could  have  landed 
at  that  time  had  they  chosen  to  do  so,  for  I  offered  them  all  the  facil¬ 
ities  in  my  power,  which  were  ample. 

I  enclose  you  the  reports  of  Lieutenant  Preston  and  Mr.  Bradford; 
they  will  put  at  rest  any  assertions  (from  whatever  quarter  they  may 
come)  that  any  favorable  time  for  landing  was  lost. 

It  will  no  doubt  be  finally  urged  that  it  was  intended  to  surprise  the 
rebels,  and  that  by  not  starting  on  the  day  the  troops  were  first  put 
on  board  the  transports,  when  it  was  raining  and  blowing  hard,  and 
there  was  every  indication  of  a  long  spell  of  bad  weather,  we  lost  the 
chance  of  a  surprise. 

TVe  don’t  often  surprise  the  rebels;  there  are  too  many  leaky  people 
who  participate  in  our  secret  movements.  Shipping  a  large  force  in 
transports  and  lying  six  days  at  Fortress  Monroe,  from  whence  the  rebels 
obtain  all  the  information  they  desire,  is  not  the  way  to  surprise  the 
rebels.  It  was  published  everywhere  that  a  large  expedition  was  going 
somewhere,  and  the  rebels  knew  what  it  was  for. 


It  General  Butler  wanted  to  do  the  thing  with  a  dash  and  surprise 
the  rebels,  or  get  in  before  reinforcements  could  arrive,  why  did  he  ask 
me  by  sending  General  Weitzel  and  Colonel  Comstock  to  delay  the 
powder  vessel  a  few  nights  longer,  so  that  the  explosion  might  take 
place  near  daylight? 

It  was  delayed  at  his  request,  but  I  attribute  no  delay  from  that,  as 
we  could  have  done  nothing  until  the  24tli.  He  was  noton  the  ground 
with  his  transports  on  that  day,  which  he  should  have  been. 

In  a  large  expedition  like  this,  when  heavy  and  slow-moving  frigates 
and  monitors  have  to  be  looked  after,  light  transports  (that  can  go  in 
and  out  of  harbors  and  get  protection  almost  everywhere)  should  always 
be  the  subordinate  party;  their  movements  must  be  governed  by  those 
of  the  navy  vessels,  and  unless  some  serious  reason  exists,  the  trans¬ 
ports  and  unlit  ary  force  should  always  be  on  hand  to  take  advantage 
of  anything  that  turns  up.  Here  they  were  away  at  the  very  time  they 
should  have  been  landing,  and  the  reason  given  for  their  being  away 
was  the  want  of  water.  They  stopped  also  to  get  coal,  havin<>-  used 
up  a  large  portion  of  the  naval  supply. 

I  believe  1  have  gone  over  everything  to  show  that  no  charge  of  delav 
can  be  laid  to  the  Navy,  or  that  any  officer  in  the  squadron  is  to  blame 
for  the  nontaking  of  Fort  Fisher. 

I  may  have  taken  unnecessary  trouble  and  been  premature.  I  should 
perhaps,  have  waited  till  the  attack  was  made  on  the  Navy  That  is 
not  a  good  rule  in  making  war.  I  shall  tight  just  as  readily  in  defending 
the  Navy  against  its  traducers  as  I  would  against  a  rebel,  and  I  think 
it  a  wise  precaution  on  the  present  occasion  to  give  the  Department 
information  about  every  movement  of  the  late  expedition. 

No  one  can  make  a  good  case  out  of  the  late  failure,  no  matter  how 
clever  the  special  pleading  may  be. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

rr  n,  TTT  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  J).  C. 


L  xi/ ii  closures.] 


TT  o  m  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  A  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort ,  N.  G.,  January  10, 1865. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  requesting  information  regarding 
the  movements  of  the  powder  ship,  I  have  to  report  that  the  powder 
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in  the  Louisiana  was  all  stored  and  fuzed  and  everything  ready  lor  sea 
on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  December  17,  but  on  account  of  the  south¬ 
erly  wind  and  consequent  coast  swell,  which  had  prevailed  ever  since 
our  arrival  at  Beaufort,  she  did  not  start  for  New  Inlet  until  the  follow¬ 
ing  morning,  December  IS. 

When  we  left  Beaufort  early  that  morning  it  was  nearly  calm,  though 
we  found  upon  getting  outside  that  there  was  still  considerable  swell  on. 
A  little  later  in  the  forenoon  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  eastward  and 
continued  steady  but  light  from  that  direction  throughout  the  day, 
freshening  toward  night. 

On  arriving  oft'  Fort  Fisher,  just  after  dark,  we  proceeded  to  make  the 
necessary  arrangements  for  running  the  powder  ship  in  that  night,  the 
tide  serving  us  about  9  o’clock. 

At  the  appointed  hour  we  left  the  Kansas  (our  range  light),  preceded 
by  the  Wilderness ,  which  had  our  pilot  on  board.  As  we  approached 
the  shore  the  Kansas 3  light  disappeared.  Soon  after  the  lights  on  the 
Mound  were  put  out  and  the  pdot  deemed  it  unadvisable  to  take  the 
vessel  in  witli  so  mucli  swell  on  the  bar  without  the  aid  oi  landmarks, 
which  the  disappearance  of  both  range  lights  had  deprived  us  of. 

Considering  the  uncertainty  of  getting  the  vessel  into  her  proper 
position,  close  in,  by  the  compass  and  lead  alone,  and  it  being  ^(ry 
evident  from  the  heavy  surf  rolling  on  the  beach  (it  was  then  breaking 
in  3  fathoms)  that  the  troops  would  be  unable  to  land  the  next  day. 
Commander  Bliind  decided  to  stand  offshore  and  not  blow  the  vessel 
up  until  the  following  night.  Soon  after  passing  the  former  anchorage 
of  the  Kansas  we  discovered  the  A.  I).  lance  standing  inshore  and 
signaling  us.  On  communicating  with  her,  we  received  an  order  Irom 
you,  addressed  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  of  the  Kansas, 
directing  liim  to  communicate  witli  Commander  Ivliiud,  and,  it  not  oo 
late,  prevent  the  explosion  ot  the  powder  ship  that  night,  stating  t  a 
General  Butler  had  requested  you  to  have  the  explosion  postponed,  as 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  possible  to  land  the  troops  through  the 


surf  next  morning.  n  .  . 

On  the  following  day  the  gale  commenced,  and  no  favorable  oppoi- 
tunity  offered  for  the  explosion  and  subsequent  debarkation  until  the 
night  of  December  23. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Preston, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  10,  1865. 

Sir-  In  obedience  to  your  request  that  I  would  give  you  my  opinion 
in  writing  of  the  feasibility  of  landing  in  boats  on  the  beach  above  Few 
Inlet  on  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  December  last,  or  on  the  following 

dav  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement: 

1  find  from  the  journal  of  the  powder  party,  which  it  was  part  of  my 
duty  to  keep,  that  on  the  night  of  the  18th  the  wind  was  N.E.  by  E.  and 
freshening.  There  was  quite  a  sea  running  and  every  appearance  of 
heavy  weather.  Lieutenant  Lamson  and  myself  occupied  am  hour  in 
endeavoring  to  communicate  with  the  Kansas,  Sassacus,  and  Wilderness 
bv  means  of  a  boat.  These  vessels  were  certainly  not  over  400  yards 
apart  (the  Kansas  and  Sassacus  much  nearer  to  each  other)  and  oui 
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communications  with  the  latter-named  vessels  did  hot  occupy  us  over 
Slx  or  eight  minutes  in  all.  Although  we  had  a  fine  boat,  pulling  six 
oars,  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  we  could  make  headway  against 
the  sea.  I  he  roar  of  the  surf  could  be  distinctly  heard,  both  on  the 
beach  to  the  northward  and  on  Caroline  Shoals.  We  were  at  this  time 
about  Sh;  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  beach. 

I  am  certain  that  I  am  correct  in  my  statement  of  the  time  occupied 
in  pulling  between  those  vessels,  as  I  noted  it  at  the  moment,  that  it 
might  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

au  to  Luid  in  boats  upon  the  beach  on  the 

night,  ot  the  18th,  or  ou  the  following  day,  would  have  ended  in  total 
tail ure,  and  probable  loss  of  life  to  all  concerned  in  it.  No  boat  would 
have  lived  after  it  had  once  reached  the  rollers. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  S.  Bradford, 

Rear-Admiral  I).  ,).  Porter,  U •  *• 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  explosion  of  powder  vessel. 

U.  S.  S  Agawam, 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk ,  Ya.,  February  2 ,  1865 

tnf?DIRAL:  In  obedieuce  to  your  order  of  23d  ultimo,  I  have  to  make 

of  0,°f  rmg/?°/VlS  re(tuested  U1  tlie  communication  of  the  Bureau 
of  Oulimnce  dated  January  10,  a  copy  of  which  you  enclosed  me: 

Ihe i  powder  boat  Louisiana,  exploded  near  Fort  Fisher  oil  the  morn- 

NorfolkDoenethe  1 r»1864’  7'^  tu?“ed  0Ver  to  111 0  at  Craney  Island, 
hno  hr?  tb+  Vth  D?cember  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers,  who 
had  been  sent  down,  I  understood,  to  superintend  the  arrangements 
of  the  vessel  When  I  went  on  board,  expecting  to  KtSS 
he!  in  tow  of  the  Sassacus,  I  found  the  cargo  stowed  full  up  to  the  tons 
of  the  hatches  of  the  berth  deck,  and  powder  in  bags  stowed  also  in 
that  part  of  the  vessel  (marked  “F”  on  the  sketch)— the  after  part  of 
the  house,  which  had  been  extended  over  her.  The  method  of  adjust¬ 
ing  the  fuzes  and  clockwork  was  explained  to  me  by  Lieutenant  Com 
nmncler  Jeffers.  No  part  of  the  fuze  used  was  circulated  ' through  ^ ?he 
parts  of  the  vessel  already  stowed  (marked  “N”  and  “E”)  and  it  wns 
impossible  to  place  it  there  without  breaking  out  the  cargo  On  the 
arrival  of  the  vessel  at  Beaufort,  [N.  C.j,  abSut 30  tons  love  powder 

spry  S 

tn^  °fthat  ^ 

he  stowage  of  the  cargo  and  arrangement  of  the  fuzes  nrp  hp«f 
explained  by  reference  to  the  accompanying  sketch 

Mown  away  before  igmtio/aod  its  effect  5ost  ^  P°wder  w“ 

-As  to  tii 6  el  feet  on  tlie  works  on  t  om  , ,  .  , 
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I  never  entertained,  while  undertaking  to  execute  the  plan,  the  idea 
that  its  effect  would  be  great  ou  the  fort  itself.  The  facts  called  for 
in  regard  to  the  manner  of  executing  the  plan  are  detailed  in  my  report 
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the  vessel,  1  think  all  necessary  information  that  I  .can  give  will  be 
obtained. 

Should  there  be  any  points  not  sufficiently  explained,  I  will  be  happy 
to  furnish  any  information  on  their  being  indicated  to  me. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Khind, 

Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

The  powder  was  stowed  within  the  dotted  lines  44  E”  44  M”  44  N,”  the 
space  44  N,”  representing  the  berth  deck,  was  stowed  full  up  to  the 
hatches,  44  F”  and  44  M,”  the  lower  tier  said  to  be  in  barrels  with  heads 
out,  upper  tiers  in  canvas  bags.  The  space  44  F”  44  M,”  being  the  forward 
part  of  the  extension  of  the  deck  house,  was  only  partially  tilled,  the 
powder  in  canvas  bags.  The  space  44  E”  was  entirely  filled  with  powder 
in  bags  as  far  as  the  bulkhead  of  the  passage  44  F.”  A  clock  with  two  ends 
of  Gomez  fuze  was  placed  at  each  end  of  the  passage  44  G”  and  44  H,”  one 
fuze  leading  through  the  bags  in  44  E”  and  inserted  through  them  and 
into  bags  in  the  hold  at  44  F,”  each  side;  the  other  circulated  through 
and  in  the  bags  in  the  space  44F”  44M7’  44P77  crossed,  married,  and 
inserted  in  opened  bags  in  the  hold  44  M.”  In  the  space  44  D  ”  (formerly 
cook  house)  was  placed  another  clock  at  44 1,”  with  the  fuze  inserted  in 
cut  bags  in  the  space  44  E,”  reached  by  cutting  through  the  double 
bulkhead.  A  fuze  with  five  pieces  of  candle  was  led  from  44D”  into 
44  E.”  In  the  space  marked  44  L,”  at  the  end  of  the  shaft  alley,  was 
stowed  pine  wood  and  kindling.  No  fuze  was  circulated  through  the 
space  marked  44  N.”  The  explosion  did  not  take  place  until  one  hour 
and  fifty-two  minutes  after  the  clocks  at  44  G77  and  44 H”  were  started. 
The  clocks  were  set  to  explode  the  fuze  in  one  hour  and  a  half. 


Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  requesting  detailed  reports  from  officers. 

Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department ,  January  10,  1S65. 

Sir:  The  Bureau  desires  that  you  will  direct  the  officers  who  were 
in  charge  of  the  powder  boat  recently  exploded  near  Fort  Fisher  to 
forward  to  the  Bureau  a  full  and  detailed  statement,  but  secret  and  con¬ 
fidential,  of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  arrangement  of 
the  powder,  the  fuzes,  and  other  appliances  intended  to  secure  a  uniform 
and  simultaneous  explosion,  together  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
plan  was  executed,  and  their  impressions  of  the  result  and  the  effects 
produced. 

This  information  is  desired  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  I).  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  A  orth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
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Letter  from  the  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Jeffers,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  detailed  statement  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Louisiana. 


Confidential.]  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department ,  January  11,  1865. 

Sir:  The  Bureau  desires  that  you  will  forward  a  full  and  detailed 
statement,  but  secret  and  confidential,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  pow¬ 
der  boat  Louisiana  was  prepared  for  service  against  Fort  Fisher,  stat¬ 
ing  clearly  the  manner  in  which  the  powder  was  arranged,  the  fuzes, 
clockwork,  matches,  and  electric  wires  were  adjusted  to  produce  the 
explosion,  previous  to  your  leaving  her  and  returning  to  Washington. 

I  am,  etc., 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


Lieutenant-Commander  W.  N.  Jeffers,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Ordnance  Yard ,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department,  to  Major  Rodman,  U.  S.  Army, 
requesting  a  statement  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  It.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

Confidential.]  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

Navy  Department ,  January  11,  1865. 

Sir:  In  order  that  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  recent  experiment 
made  against  Fort  Fisher  may  be  placed  upon  record,  the  Bureau 
requests  that  you  will  furnish  it  with  a  full  statement  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  Louisiana  was  prepared  for  the  service,  the  adjustment  of 
the  fuzes,  clockwork,  matches,  or  electric  wires,  and  the  amount  of 
powder  placed  on  board,  up  to  the  time  when  you  left  her  and  returned 
to  Washington. 

A  description  of  the  manner  in  which  the  fuzes  were  laid  is  especially 
desired. 

Your  communication  on  the  subject  is  to  be  considered  secret  and 
confidential. 

I  am,  sir,  etc.,  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

Major  T.  J.  Rodman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Louisiana. 

Navy  Ordnance  Yard, 
Washington ,  D.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  herewith  forward  a  description  of  the  explosion  vessel  Louis¬ 
iana,  with  all  the  arrangements  made  by  Major  Rodman  and  myself, 
in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Bureau,  and  opinion  of  the 
ordnance  and  other  officers  who  were  consulted  with  regard  to  the 
probable  effects  of  the  explosion  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  means  of 
causing  it  to  take  effect. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  N.  Jeffers, 
Inspector  of  Ordnance ,  in  Charge. 

Commander  H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department. 


234  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

[Enclosure.] 

Preparation  of  the  vessel. 

The  iron  gunboat  Louisiana ,  a  propeller  of  295  tons  burden,  150 
[145.2]  feet  long,  22  [27.32]  feet  beam,  and  8.1  feet  depth  of  hold,  8  to 
8£  feet  draft  when  loaded,  formerly  employed  in  the  Atcliafalaya 
cotton  trade,  was  selected  and  was  in  every  respect  suitable  tor  the 
purpose,  except  (as  was  subsequently  found  to  be  the  case)  in  capacity 
for  carrying  the  desired  quantity  of  powder  on  the  given  draft. 

She  was  taken  to  Norfolk,  her  battery  and  appurtenances,  masts 
and  part  of  the  deck  house  removed,  leaving  only  sufficient  to  shelter 
the  officers,  men  in  charge,  the  berth  deck  and  holds  cleared  of  fittings, 
and,  in  short,  all  unnecessary  weights  removed. 

The  engines,  boilers,  and  coal  bunkers,  with  40  tons  of  coal,  occupied 
the  after  third  of  the  vessel,  separated  by  a  bulkhead  from  the 
remainder.  Before  putting  the  powder  on  board  the  vessel  was  very 
much  by  the  stern. 

The  space  below  the  spar  deck  available  for  stowage  was  divided  by 
a  bulkhead  extending  athwart  the  vessel,  forward  of  the  boiler  bulk¬ 
heads,  into  two  parts — one,  the  after  hold,  used  formerly  as  an 
additional  coal  bunker,  about  15  feet  in  length,  22  feet  wide,  and  10 
feet  in  depth  from  the  spar  deck  to  the  keelson,  accessible  by  a  hatch 
4  feet  square;  the  space  forward  of  this,  formerly  the  berth  deck, 
about  40  feet  long  by  22  feet  wide  and  44  feet  deep  under  the  beams, 
with  a  hold  beneath  it  of  the  same  dimensions.  Access  to  this  was 
obtained  by  a  hatch  of  4  by  5  feet. 

A  small  store  room  and  chain  locker  occupied  the  extreme  bow  of  the 
vessel. 

After  her  masts  and  fittings  were  removed  a  house  was  built  on 
deck,  occupying  the  extreme  width  of  the  vessel,  22  feet,  and  70  feet  in 
length,  extending  aft  over  the  hold  and  apparently  over  the  boiler,  8 
feet  in  height.  This  house  was  built  of  three-quarters  inch  stuff,  cov¬ 
ered  with  cauvas,  painted  to  render  it  waterproof,  a  light  grating  laid 
over  the  spar  deck  to  protect  the  powder  in  case  of  leakage,  and  bat¬ 
tens  or  furring  put  around  the  sides  to  prevent  contact  with  the  iron 
sides. 

I  requested,  and  I  was  joined  in  this  by  Major  Eodman,  that  large 
scuttles  should  be  cut  in  the  deck  at  the  forward  end  of  this  house, 
communicating  with  the  berth  deck.  This  was  considered  unnecessary, 
but  I  bored  some  holes  instead. 

It  was  stated  that  the  Louisiana  could  carry  on  feet  draft  290  tons 
of  coal  in  addition  to  her  armament,  stores,  and  crew,  which,  if  correct, 
would  permit  the  stowage  of  300  tons  of  explosive  material  on  the  same 
displacement,  and  for  which  it  will  be  readily  seen  there  was  ample 
room. 

Stowage  of  the  powder. 

In  order  to  produce  the  greatest  possible  effect  in  a  lateral  direction 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  as  much  of  the  powder  as  possible,  consistent 
with  stability  and  safety  at  sea,  above  the  water  line.  No  powder  was, 
therefore,  stowed  in  the  hold  beneath  the  berth  deck.  The  berth  deck 
was  filled  with  powder  stowed  in  bags  (sand  bags  obtained  from  the 
engineers)  containing  about  50  pounds  each.  About  100  tons  were 
placed  on  this  deck. 

The  after  hold  or  coal  bunker  was  stowed  first  with  two  tiers  of  full 
barrels,  with  their  upper  heads  out,  and  the  stowage  completed  with 
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bags.  The  barrels  Avere  put  in  in  order  to  keep  the  bags  Avell  up  out 
of  reach  of  any  dampness  in  case  of  leakage. 

The  remainder  of  the  powder  put  on  board  at  Norfolk,  making  in  all 
185  tons,  was  stowed  against  the  after  bulkhead  of  the  deck  house,  and 
tilled  the  space  over  the  boiler,  extending  as  far  as  the  hatch  to  the 
after  hold  or  coal  bunker,  leaving  about  four-fifths  of  the  space  in  the 
deck  house  empty. 

When  this  quantity  of  powder  had  been  stowed,  it  was  decided  that 
the  vessel  was  quite  as  deep  as  desirable  for  making  the  voyage  to 
Beaufort;  furthermore,  the  weather,  which  had  been  very  unsettled, 
appeared  favorable  for  the  voyage,  and  it  was  determined  to  sail  with¬ 
out  the  remainder,  which  was  to  be  put  on  board  there.  I  have  no 
information  with  respect  to  the  quantity  afterwards  put  on  board. 

In  the  evening,  before  the  vessel  sailed,  I  Avas  advised  of  the  names 
of  the  officers  who  were  to  take  charge  of  her,  and  the  next  morning 
went  on  board  the  Louisiana  to  explain  to  them  the  proposed  arrange¬ 
ments,  when  they  shortly  appeared. 

As,  according  to  the  programme,  the  trains  were  to  be  laid  in  the 
upper  outer  layer  of  bags  in  the  deck  house,  none  of  which  Avere  stoAved 
when  the  vessel  left  Craney  Island,  the  execution  of  this  part  was 
confided  to  the  officers  (Commander  Rhind  and  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Pres¬ 
ton)  who  Avere  to  take  charge  other.  All  of  these  details  Avere  as  fully 
explained  as  the  limited  time  allowed  me  would  admit;  the  clocks  put 
in  position,  a  rough  diagram  of  the  vessel  and  a  Avritten  description  ot 
the  proposed  mode  of  laying  the  trains  furnished. 

I  did  not  knoAv  until  the  evening  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  A’essel 
who  was  to  command  her;  and  I  used  my  own  discretion,  knowing  that 
any  desired  changes  could  be  readily  made  to  suit  any  other  views. 


Mode  of  exploding  the  powder. 

When  the  probable  effects  of  the  explosion  were  under  discussion,  it 
was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  experts  in  ordnance  that,  to  produce 
the  maximum  effect,  the  fire  should  be  communicated  and  the  explo¬ 
sion  take  place  in  many  points  simultaneously,  all  the  accounts  of  acci¬ 
dental  explosions  of  large  quantities  of  powder  agreeing  that  large 
quantities  of  unconsumed  powder  were  blown  away  from  the  focus  of 
ignition,  causing  a  great  reduction  of  effect. 

Electricity  was  proposed  as  offering  the  most  x>robable  means  of 
securing  this  result;  but  as  this  agent  is  known  to  be  very  unreliable 
in  action,  it  was  determined  to  use  several  clockwork  arrangements,  a 
a  slow  match,  and  finally  to  set  the  vessel  on  fire  to  insure  an  ultimate 
explosion,  and  not  bestow  so  large  a  quantity  of  material  on  the  enemy 
in  the  event  of  a  failure  of  one  or  more  of  the  modes  of  exploding  it. 

The  arrangement  of  the  clockwork  being  confided  to  me,  I  made  a 
very  simple  one.  Removing  the  face  and  hands  of  an  ordinary  marine 
clock,  I  secured  to  the  arbor  of  the  minute  hand  a  small  cylinder  with 
four  pins  set  into  the  circumference,  and  equidistant;  that  is,  fifteen 
minutes  of  time  apart.  Three  clocks  were  thus  arranged.  These  clocks 
were  secured  to  a  board ;  by  the  side  of  the  clock  a  copper  tube  Avas 
secured,  in  the  bottom  of  which  Avas  brazed  a  mass  of  metal  with  a  com¬ 
mon  musket  cone  screwed  into  it,  to  be  capped  Avith  a  percussion  cap. 

A.  grapeshot — weight,  2  pounds;  diameter,  2.5  inches — was  attached 
to  one  end  of  a  piece  of  catgut,  which  was  led  through  an  eyebolt  at 
the  top  of  the  tube,  and  hooked  by  a  loop  in  the  other  end,  over  one  of 
the  pins  on  the  clock  cylinder.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  by  the  revolution 
of  the  cylinder  the  loop  would  slip  off,  the  grapeshot  drop,  and  the 
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explosion  of  the  cap  take  place  in  fifteen  minutes,  thirty  minutes,  forty - 
ffve  minutes,  or  sixty  minutes,  as  desired;  this  it  never  failed  to  do  in 
many  trials.  I  frequently  set  the  three  clocks  going,  and  the  explosions 
occurred  within  two  minutes  of  each  other  at  the  end  of  an  hour.  To 
determine  the  time  of  explosion,  it  was  only  necessary  to  put  the  loop 
over  the  proper  pin,  remove  a  stop,  and  set  the  apparatus  in  motion. 

Major  ltodman  arranged  with  great  care,  and  after  numerous  experi¬ 
ments,  to  insure  safety  and  certainty,  the  slow  matches,  six  in  number, 
which  were  to  be  distributed  in  as  many  places. 


Arrangements  made  to  insure  simultaneous  ignition,  in  several  points. 

In  the  event  of  the  electricity  failing,  the  clocks  were  to  be  the  next 
dependence;  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  so  distribute  them  that  in 
case  the  vessel  was  boarded  from  the  shore  they  could  not  be  conven¬ 
iently  reached;  and  also  to  lead  the  flame  rapidly  to  many  points. 

This,  it  was  proposed  to  accomplish  by  the  aid  of  the  “  Gomez  fuze 
train,”  which  is  incomparably  quicker  in  its  action  than  the  liame  of 
gunpowder,  approximating  electricity. 

From  each  clock  and  each  slow  match  this  train  was  to  be  laid 
through  the  exterior  layers  of  bags  in  the  deck  house  and  into  each 
hatch ;  and,  in  order  to  secure  this  simultaneous  ignition  in  many  places, 
the  fuze  train  from  each  of  the  clocks  was  to  be  grafted  into  the  other 
fuze  trains  from  each  of  the  other  clocks  at  all  points  of  crossing. 

By  the  report  of  Admiral  Porter  it  would  appear  that  the  powder 
was  finally  exploded  from  the  effects  of  a  fire  kindled  in  the  forecastle. 
No  results  of  value  were  to  be  expected  from  this  mode.  It  was  pro¬ 
posed  only  as  a  final  resort  in  order  to  prevent  the  vessel  in  any  contin¬ 
gency  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  It  was  certain  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  powder  would  be  blown  away  if  ignited  in  a 
single  point,  and  the  effect  very  much  diminished. 

The  three  explosions  spoken  of  are  readily  accounted  for — the  deck 
house,  the  after  hold,  and  the  berth  deck  would  take  tire  in  succession 
if  ignited  at  one  point. 

I  can  not  in  any  way  account  for  the  failure  of  the  clocks,  if  set  to  the 
proper  time,  except  on  the  supposition  that  possibly  the  turn  on  the 
cylinder  may  have  been  taken  the  wrong  way,  and  instead  of  unwind¬ 
ing  they  wound  up  the  balls. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  use  the  electric  wire, 
but  it  was  not  favorably  considered  by  those  charged  with  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  plan.  Mr.  Beardslee,  who  was  to  undertake  this  matter, 
came  to  Norfolk,  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  requirements,  and 
returned  to  New  York  to  obtain  the  necessary  means,  but  had  not 
reached  Norfolk  when  the  vessel  sailed. 

A  part  of  the  programme  required  that  the  vessel  should  be  grounded, 
which  appears  not  to  have  been  the  case.  No  very  sanguine  expecta¬ 
tions  were  entertained  of  a  successful  result  unless  the  vessel  could  be 
placed  within  300  yards,  and  then  only  after  all  the  precautions  had 
been  taken  to  insure  a  maximum  effect. 


Letter  from  Major  Rodman,  U.  S.  Army,  to  the  Chief  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department, 
regarding  the  preparation  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

Watertown  Arsenal,  January  27, 1865. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  24th  instant,  enclosing  for  my  perusal  and  remarks 
thereon  the  statement  of  Lieutenant-Commander  William  N.  Jeffers 
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relative  to  the  preliminary  preparations  of  the  powder  boat  Louisiana , 
recently  exploded  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  is  received,  and  said  state¬ 
ment  lias  been  by  me  carefully  read  and  considered. 

I  find  this  statement  correct  in  all  particulars,  so  far  as  I  know,  and 
my  knowledge  extends  to  everything  therein  stated  relative  to  arrange¬ 
ments  for  explosion,  except  the  instructions  given  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jeffers  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  powder  boat. 

Experiments  connected  with  the  preparation  of  the  slow  match  at  the 
Fort  Monroe  arsenal  required  me  to  be,  the  greater  part  of  my  time,  at 
that  arsenal.  These  experiments  having  been  so  far  completed  as  to 
enable  me  to  decide  definitely  as  to  the  arrangement  of  this  means  of 
explosion,  it  was  arranged  that  Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers  and 
myself  would,  on  the  12th  of  December,  go  on  board  the  powder  boat 
and  there  meet  the  officers  charged  with  its  explosion  and  explain  to 
them  all  the  means  and  their  arrangements  proposed  by  us  [to]  insure 
a  certain  and  successful  explosion. 

I  went  to  the  powder  boat  at  the  appointed  time,  but  found  that  the 
officers  charged  with  its  explosion  were  not  there.  I  then  went  on  board 
the  steamer  Baltimore  and  saw  Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers,  who 
informed  me  that  the  bay  was  so  rough  that  the  proposed  meeting  had 
been  postponed  till  next  day.  I  started  over  the  next  morning  from 
Fort  Monroe,  and  on  the  way,  in  sight  of  the  powder  boat,  met  and 
boarded  the  steamer  Baltimore ,  coming  down,  when  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jeffers  informed  me  that  he  had  been  on  board  the  powder 
boat  and  fully  explained  to  the  officers  charged  with  its  explosion  all 
the  means  and  arrangements  proposed  by  us  for  that  purpose ;  that  they 
fully  understood  the  whole  matter,  and  that  the  powder  boat  was  then 
getting  underway,  so  that  I  was  not  present  and  can  not,  therefore,  of 
my  own  knowledge,  say  what  explanations  were  given. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers  and  myself  came  directly  down  on 
board  the  Baltimore,  went  on  board  the  flagship  of  Rear-Admiral  Por¬ 
ter,  and  explained  to  him  the  exact  state  of  the  case,  with  which  he 
expressed  himself  entirely  satisfied. 

While  Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers  and  myself  were  still  on  board 
the  flagship,  the  powder  boat  passed  out  to  sea  in  tow  of  another  vessel. 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  effect  of  the  explosion  would 
have  been  materially  increased  if  the  powder  had  been  ignited  by  the 
Gomez  fuze  train,  as  was  proposed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Jeffers  offers  the  true  explanation  of  the  three  explosions 
li  earcl 

'lam,  etc.,  T.  J.  Rodman, 

Major  of  Ordnance. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  Navy  Department ,  Washington,  J>.  C. 


Statement  of  Commander  Rhind,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  in  contradiction  of  evidence  given  by  Major- 
General  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  before  a  committee  of  Congress. 

New  York,  November  10,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  the  published  report  of  the  committee  of  Congress  on  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  war  I  find  certain  evidence  of  General  B.  F.  Butler  recorded 
which,  as  it  presumes  to  question  the  proper  performance  of  a  duty 
assigned  me,  I  can  not  suffer  to  go  abroad  uncontradicted.  A  reckless 
disregard  of  the  character  and  reputation  of  officers  (especially  of  the 
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Navy)  and  of  the  truth  manifests  itself  in  various  parts  of  General  But¬ 
ler’s  testimony.  Had  1  been  made  aware  that  the  proposition  to  employ 
the  powder  vessel  as  a  preliminary  to  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  was 
originated  by  General  Butler,  or  that  he  expected  such  remarkable 
results  from  it,  I  should  have  required,  as  a  condition  on  undertaking 
so  hazardous  a  service  (unsought  by  me),  that  General  Butler  or  some 
one  of  his  then  numerous  attaches  should  have  accompanied  the  party. 

My  report  of  the  conduct  of  the  affair  was  very  brief,  as  the  admiral 
and  officers  of  the  squadron  were  well  aware  that  the  duty  was  in  all 
respects  properly  performed.  Had  I  known  that  it  would  be  criticised 
by  those  far  from  danger  I  would  have  enlarged  the  report  and  appended 
to  it  the  written  testimony  of  Lieutenant  Preston,  my  assistant,  and 
other  officers  with  me  in  the  powder  boat  and  in  the  Wilderness ,  her  con¬ 
voy.  Most  of  these  gentlemen  are  still  in  service,  and  to  them  I  refer 
for  the  substantiation  of  what  follows  from  me. 

On  page  31,  volume  2,  of  the  document  headed  “Fort  Fisher  Expe¬ 
dition,”  I  find  the  following: 

Question  (by  Mr.  Loan,  member  of  committee).  How  near  was  the  powder  vessel 
to  the  fort  when  it  exploded  f 

Answer  (by  General  B.  F.  Butler,  he  being  at  the  time  of  the  explosion  at  or  near 
Beaufort,  distant  60  to  70  miles).  I  do  not  know,  and  I  do  not  believe  anybody  on 
onr  side  does.  The  powder  vessel  was  a  steamer;  her  machinery  was  reported  out 
of  order,  or  else  they  were  so  afraid  of  her  that  they  did  not  dare  to  get  tip  the  steam, 
and  they  towed  her  in.  The  proposition  was  to  beach  her  within  250  yards,  but  they 
did  not  do  that;  they  anchored  her  and  set  her  on  fire.  I  know  she  could  have  run 
within  500  yards  of  the  fort.  We  were  all  very  much  surprised  to  find  how  near  that 
shore  we  could  lay.  Our  transports,  toward  the  last  of  our  landing,  lay  within  100 
yards  of  the  beach.  The  powder  vessel  might  have  been  beached  within  150  yards 
of  the  fort,  hut  it  was  not  beached.  It  was  anchored,  and  I  do  not  believe  within 
two -thirds  of  a  mile  of  the  fort. 

Now  for  facts.  Tlie  machinery  of  the  powder  boat  was  not  reported 
out  of  order.  Steam  was  raised  on  her  on  the  18th  December,  a  few 
hours  after  leaving  Beaufort  in  tow  of  the  Sassacus ,  and  she  was  con¬ 
stantly  under  steam  from  that  time  until  the  morning  of  the  24th  Decem¬ 
ber,  when  she  was  exploded,  riding  out  meanwhile  a  heavy  gale,  with 
her  officers  and  crew  on  board.  The  vessel  was  slow  and  deep  in  the 
water,  and  a  swift  tug  was  provided  to  bring  off”  the  party  in  the  powder 
boat  when  used.  That  tug — the  Wilderness ,  Acting  Master  H.  Arey, 
commanding — had  on  board  Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson,  Mr.  J.  S.  Brad¬ 
ford,  assistant,  Coast  Survey,  and  the  pilot.  To  secure  a  proper  position 
for  the  powder  boat  without  loss  of  time,  it  was  determined  that  besides 
using  her  own  steam  the  Wilderness  should  pass  a  line  to  her,  thereby 
preventing  the  separation  of  the  vessels  in  the  night  and  the  powder 
vessel  drifting  from  her  course.  The  plan  of  anchoring  her  was  adopted 
by  common  consent  as  the  best,  and  was  suggested  by  Admiral  Porter. 
She  was  accordingly  anchored  within  300  yards  of  the  beach,  abreast 
the  fort,  Lieutenant  Preston  and  all  officers  present  concurring  in  the 
distance  named.  The  Wilderness  having  cast  her  off  at  a  sufficient  dis¬ 
tance  to  prevent  herself  being  seen,  the  powder  boat  steamed  in  unaided 
to  her  station.  Arrangements  were  made  to  veer  her  in  90  fathoms 
closer  after  anchoring,  which  90  fathoms  would  have  put  her  stern  in  the 
breakers,  if  she  could  float  so  far  without  touching  bottom.  Owing  to 
the  undertow  the  vessel  did  not  swing  so  as  to  enable  ns  to  veer  the  90 
fathoms.  She  was  therefore  made  secure  at  the  distance  first  named 
(i.  e.,  within  300  yards  of  the  beach,  abreast  the  fort),  by  letting  go 
another  anchor  after  the  fuzes  and  fire  had  been  started  some  minutes. 
The  fire  was  started  as  a  last  resort  to  make  the  explosion  certain  if 
the  fuzes  failed,  and  was  so  placed  in  the  extreme  end  of  the  shaft  alley 
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that  it  was  not  expected  to  reach  the  powder  until  after  the  clocks  failed, 
and  doubtless  would  not  had  the  clocks  been  suitable  for  the  purpose. 
General  Butler  expresses  surprise  to  find  how  near  the  beach  the  trans¬ 
ports  could  lay  when  landing  the  troops.  The  troops  landed  nearly  2 
miles  above  the  fort,  and  where  no  shoals  extended.  The  beach  is  what 
is  called  steep  to  the  northward  of  the  shoals  at  the  entrance  of  New 
Inlet,  and  a  vessel  can  approach  and  float  till  beached. 

I  regret  that  the  committee  did  not  do  me  the  justice  to  summon  me 
to  reply  to  the  evidence  of  General  Butler.  The  following  officers  will 
support  my  statement,  so  much  at  variance  with  that  of  General  Butler : 
Lieutenant  B.  H.  Lamson;  Mr.  A.  T.  E.  Mullin,  assistant  engineer;  Mr. 
J.  S.  Bradford,  Coast  Survey;  Acting  Master  Arey,  commanding  the 
Wilderness ;  Mr.  Paul  Boyden,  acting  ensign,  and  the  officers  and  crews 
of  both  vessels.  All  of  these  gentlemen,  as  well  as  Admiral  Porter  and 
his  fleet  captain,  are  aware  of  the  opinions  of  Lieutenant  Preston,  my 
assistant,  as  to  the  distance  reached  from  the  fort  and  the  complete 
performance  of  the  duty. 

In  reporting  the  distance*  the  powder  boat  was  anchored  from  the 
beach,  I  carefully  abstained  from  understating  it.  The  opinion  of  other 
officers  was  that  250  yards  was  the  extreme.  It  also  appears  (on  page 
255  of  the  report)  that  my  report  of  the  stowage  and  arrangements  of  the 
vessel  was  submitted  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers,  the  officer 
detailed  by  the  Ordnance  Bureau  to  superintend  the  stowage  of  the 
craft,  and,  on  page  250,  that  he  (Lieutenant  Jeffers)  accounts  for  the 
failure  of  the  clocks  on  the  supposition  that  ‘‘possibly  the  turn  on  the 
cylinder  may  have  been  taken  the  wrong  way.” 

The  stowage  of  the  vessel  was  not  properly  completed  when  I  went 
down  in  the  Sassacus  to  take  her  to  sea  from  Norfolk,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  spend  some  time  that  morning  restowing  and  securing  the  powder 
in  the  deck  house  The  clocks  were  common  marine  deck  timepieces, 
altogether  unfit  for  an  experiment  of  that  magnitude.  As  to  the  idea 
expresssd  that  the  turns  may  have  been  taken  the  wrong  way,  it  is  not 
worth  notice.  I  was  obliged  to  have  the  clocks  altered  at  Beaufort  to 
adapt  them  to  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  and  before  placing  them  finally, 
tested  them,  with  the  aid  of  Lieutenant  Preston.  Whether  the  vessel 
was  blown  up  by  the  fuze  or  the  fire  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence  as 
far  as  [the]  reputation  of  the  officers  who  conducted  the  explosion  is 
concerned.  The  following  extract  is  from  a  letter  to  me,  signed  by 
Admiral  Porter,  dated  December  17 : 

I  would  suggest,  by  all  means,  that  the  fuzes  and  clocks  be  not  depended  on,  but 
that  a  fire  benighted  in  the  stern  of  the  vessel. 

And  again : 

Now,  the  danger  of  bilging  and  spoiling  the  cargo  suggests  to  me  the  plan  of 
anchoring;  in  case  of  a  surf  close  under  the  fort  the  vessel  can  not  then  be  boarded 
with  boats  and  the  fires  put  out  and  the  vessel  scuttled,  all  of  which  might  happen 
if  landed  on  the  beach  with  a  sea  running  in. 

And  again,  December  23: 

Don't  forget  to  build  a  good  fire,  for  that  is  certain,  and  will  prevent  the  rebels 
boarding  her. 

Minutes  from  the  log  of  the  Wilderness,  kept  during  these  occur¬ 
rences  and  signed  by  Mr.  J.  S.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey,  now  in 

*A  Coast-Survey  map  gives  the  position  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  at  time  of  explo¬ 
sion  about  250  yards  E.  by  S.  from  the  N.  E.  angle  of  Fort  Fisher  and  75  yards  from 
shore.  An  Army-War-Records  map  gives  the  position  830  yards  N.  E.  of  the  N.  E. 
angle  of  Fort  Fisher  and  140  yards  from  shore. — Compilers. 
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my  possession,  show  that  “the  Wilderness  cast  off  the  powder  boat  at 
11 : 40  p.  m. ;  that  the  powder  boat  anchored  at  11 : 55  p.  in.  (thus  steam¬ 
ing  ahead  fifteen  minutes  after  leaving  the  Wilderness ),  the  fort  bearing 
W.  by  S.  4  S.,  breakers  on  shore  and  embrasures  of  the  fort  plainly  in 
sight.” 

Injustice  to  my  comrades  and  to  me,  I  respectfully  ask  authority  to 
publish  this  statement,  or  at  least  place  copies  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  C.  Rhind, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  diagram 
showing  position  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

Navy  Department,  February  3 , 1865. 

Sir:  Is  it  not  possible  to  ascertain  by  soundings  the  exact  position 
of  the  wreck  of  the  torpedo  boat  Louisiana  f  Please  have  an  effort 
made,  and,  if  successful,  furnish  the  Department  with  a  diagram  show¬ 
ing  the  position  in  its  relation  toward  Fort  Fisher,  etc. 

Yery  respectfully,  etc., 

'  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  impossibility  of  locating  the  wreck 

of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Louisiana. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S:  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River ,  February  13,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  in  relation  to  ascertaining  the  position  of  the  wreck  of  the  late 
powder  boat  Louisiana.  I  doubt  if  that  is  possible,  for  the  explosion 
must  have  thrown  all  the  machinery  (which  was  mostly  above  the  water 
line)  far  out  of  the  way,  and  the  hull  must  have  been  so  completely 
broken  up  that  it  could  not  possibly  be  found. 

Amidst  the  great  number  of  wrecks  on  the  bar  it  would  be  impossi¬ 
ble  to  detect  anything  that  could  be  relied  on  to  designate  the  exact 
point  where  the  Louisiana  was  blown  up.  There  could  be  no  mistake, 
though,  in  the  bearings  and  soundings,  and  the  vessel’s  position  is 
marked  on  the  plan  ot  battle.  It  doubt  exists  in  the  mind  of  anyone 
about  the  effect  of  powder  exploded  in  the  open  air,  I  think  the  doubt 
would  be  put  to  rest  on  witnessing  the  effect  of  the  terrific  explosion 
that  took  place  in  Fort  Fisher  the  day  after  its  capture.  I  suppose 
there  were  at  least  GO  tons  of  powder  in  the  large  magazine  when  it 
blew  up.  There  was  no  damage  done  to  anything  in  or  about  the  fort, 
except  to  the  magazine,  which  was  blown  to  pieces.  All  the  bomb- 
proofs  stood  uninjured;  no  gun  carriages  were  even  moved  or  broken 
though  many  of  them  were  shattered  by  shot.  Only  the  men  on  or 
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near  tbe  magazine  were  killed;  those  at  a  distance  of  100  yards  were 
not  stunned  or  injured. 

The  magazine  at  Fort  Caswell  had  even  more  powder  than  Fisher, 
being  the  main  depot  for  all  the  surrounding  works;  but  even  there  the 
damage  inflicted  was  not  so  great  as  one  would  suppose.  One  whole 
side  of  the  interior  part  of  the  brickwork  was  blown  down,  but  only 
one  casemate  seemed  to  have  been  affected  by  the  explosion  or  explo¬ 
sions,  for  the  powder  (besides  what  was  in  the  magazine)  was  dis¬ 
tributed  in  mines  in  different  parts  of  the  work.  Nearly  all  the  guns 
were  uninjured,  nor  were  they  moved,  and  the  work  was  in  a  good  con¬ 
dition  to  be  defended  for  a  long  time. 

1  doubt  myself  the  expediency  of  making  any  more  experiments  like 
that  tried  in  the  Louisiana. 

I  don’t  know  but  that  it  is  just  as  well  that  the  one  in  question  did 
not  have  the  effect  intended,  as  the  experiment  hereafter  might  be  tried 
on  us,  who  have  so  many  forts  accessible  by  water. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  all  the  powder  in  the  Louisiana  ignited,  for  the 
fire  which  finally  exploded  the  vessel  reached  the  Gomez  fuze  first, 
which  fuze  was  led  all  over  the  vessel  through  powder  bags  and  down 
into  the  hold,  and  we  know  that  its  effect  is  instantaneous.  The  fuze 
ignites  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  five  seconds  (about).  One  hundred  and 
fifty  fathoms  would  ignite  in  two  seconds,  perhaps  sooner.  Nothing 
but  electricity  could  produce  an  instantaneous  explosion  of  a  large 
mass  of  powder. 

Some  ot  the  troops  that  were  landed  on  the  first  expedition  said 
they  had  heard  “that  the  garrison  were  partly  stunned  by  the  explo¬ 
sion,”  but  on  closely  questioning  those  who  were  employed  in  the  fort 
at  the  time  I  could  not  find  that  anyone  experienced  any  ill  effects 
from  the  explosion.  The  shock  was  represented  as  being  heavy,  but 
nothing  more. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Abstract  Log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 

December  18, 1864. — Acting  Master  Henry  Arey  in  command.  From  8 
to  meridian :  Lying  at  anchor  off'  New  Inlet.  U.  S.  S.  GheroTcee  arrived; 
reported  the  fleet  outside  ready  to  come  in  at  sunset.  At  9  a.  m.  the 
army  transport  Ben  De  Ford  arrived  and  anchored  near  us.  At  1:45 
p.  m.  the  Kansas  got  underway  and  stood  to  the  westward.  At  2:30 
the  Gettysburg  arrived.  At  2:  50  Kansas  made  signal  to  come  within 
hail.  At  3  spoke  the  Kansas  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  H.  Lam- 
son  came  on  board  and  took  command  of  [this]  vessel  for  the  purpose 
of  going  in  with  the  powder  boat  Louisiana  and  bringing  off  Com¬ 
mander  Ehind,  his  officers  and  men,  after  the  vessel  should  have  been 
placed  in  the  desired  position  and  arrangements  made  to  secure  the 
explosion.  Sent  on  board  of  the  Gettysburg  all  of  the  officers  and  crew 
except  Acting  Master  Arey,  Acting  Ensign  B.  O.  Low,  Acting  Ensign 
Hull,  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Anderson,  and  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Engineer  Robinson,  and  enough  men  to  handle  the  vessel. 
Made  all  necessary  preparations  for  the  service.  Soon  after  dark  the 
N  w  R — vol  11 - 10 
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Tuscarora  came  in  between  the  Kansas  and  the  shore,  allowing  a  bright 
white  light.  Got  underway  and  warned  her  off.  Kansas  at  anchor  on 
the  range,  showing  a  white  light  for  the  guidance  of  the  Louisiana.  At 
7-45  p  m.  the  Louisiana ,  in  tow  of  the  & lassacus,  made  her  appearance 
near  the  Kansas.  Weather  thick,  wind  N.  E.  by  E.,  freshening 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Lamson  and  Mr.  Bradford  went  on  board 
from  the  Kansas  and  communicated  with  Captain  Ehind  and  Mr.  1  res- 
ton.  Arrangements  having  been  perfected,  they  returned  on  board  this 
vessel,  which  had  returned  from  warning  oft  the  Tuscarora ,  and  we 
immediately  steamed  up  to  the  Louisiana  and  reported  all  ready. 
Were  directed  by  Captain  Ehind  to  lie  by  the  Louisiana  until  she  was 
ready.  At  9: 30  p.  m.  Capl  ain  Ehind  reported  all  ready.  About  the 
same  time  the  Kansas ,  whose  lights  were  to  have  guided  us  in  running  in 
(probably  thinking  that  we  had  reached  the  beach),  burned  a  white  and 
green  light  and  hauled  down  her  white  lights.  At  9:50  made  the 
Mound  light.  Captain  Lamson  hailed  the  Louisiana ,  and  it  was  agreed 
with  Captain  Ehind  that  we  should  make  the  attempt  to  go  in  by  the 
bearing  of  the  Mound  light.  This  vessel  started  in  accordingly,  followed 
closely  by  the  Louisiana.  At  10  p.  in.  the  Mound  light  disappeared, 
and  being  now  without  a  range  light  ot  any  kind  and  the  night  being 
very  thick,  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  ot  Captain  Ehind,  Captain 
Lamson,  Mr.  Bradford  (Coast  Survey),  Captain  Arey,  and  Mr.  Bowen 
(pilot)  that  it  would  be  impossible  under  the  circumstances  to  place  the 
vessel  on  the  beach  in  the  desired  position.  The  attempt  was  therefore 
abandoned  for  to-night.  Steamed  out  to  the  eastward  until  12  mid¬ 
night  and  anchored  in  10  fathoms  close  to  the  Louisiana.  At  11 : 40 
p.  m.  communicated  with  the  A.  1).  Vance ,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Upshur,  who  gave  us  a  dispatch  for  Captain  Watmough  directing  him 
(if  possible  to  communicate  with  Captain  Ehind  in  time)  to  delay  the 
attempt  with  the  powder  vessel,  as  the  army  were  afraid  they  would 
not  be  able  to  laud  with  the  wind  in  this  direction  and  with  so  heavy 
a  surf  on  the  beach. 

Henry  Arey, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  II.  8.  8.  Wilderness. 

December  19. — At  1  a.  m.  Captain  Ehind  came  on  board  and  a  modi¬ 
fication  of  the  iilan  of  yesterday  was  agreed  upon.  About  the  same 
time  exchanged  signal  with  the  Unadilla.  From  4  to  8  a.  in.:  Thick 
fog;  sounded  the  steam  whistle  occasionally.  At  9  a.  m.  spoke  the 
Little  Ada,  and  Captain  Lamson  directed  the  commanding  officer  to  go 
in  and  find  the  Kansas,  if  possible,  and  inform  Captain  Watmough  that 
we  would  renew  the  attempt  this  evening  as  soon  as  the  weather  would 
permit,  and  request  him  to  have  the  Kansas  on  the  range  in  good  time. 
At  1  p.  m.  the  A.  D.  Vance  came  close  and  Captain  Upshur  came  on 
board  and  communicated  with  Captain  Ehind.  Fog  still  continues. 
Eequested  Captain  Upshur  to  try  and  find  the  Kansas  and  ask  Captain 
Watmough  to  communicate  with  us  as  soon  as  possible.  At  2  p.  m. 
cleared  up,  and  finding  ourselves  much  too  close  to  the  beach  we  got 
underway,  Avitli  the  Louisiana  in  tow,  and  stood  S.  E.  to  get  out  of  sight 
of  the  shore.  At  2 : 30  the  Nansemond  came  alongside  and  communicated. 
Made  the  fleet  coming  in.  At  2:20  the  flagship  bore  E.  S.  E.  J  E. 
At  3: 30  came  to  anchor.  At  4: 30  the  Kansas  came  within  hail  and 
Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough  came  on  board  and  communicated 
with  Captain  Ehind.  He  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  sailing 
directions  for  his  guidance,  and  returned  on  board  the  Kansas.  At  5 : 30 
p.  m.  the  Kansas  again  came  within  hail,  and  Captain  W atmough  hailed 
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us,  saying  that  the  admiral's  orders  were  “  not  to  go  in  to-night,  as  it 
was  too  rough.”  Weather  hazy  ;  wind  S.  W.,  fresh.  A  good  deal  of 
sea.  Omitted  to  state  above  that  Captain  Upshur  brought  instructions 
from  Admiral  Porter  to  Captain  Ehind  not  to  attempt  to  beach  the 
Louisiana  and  blow  her  up  unless  we  considered  it  sufficiently  smooth 
for  the  army  to  land. 

Henry  Arey, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding  O.  S.  S.  Wilderness. 

December  20. — At  3:30  p.  m.  Captain  Larnson  went  on  board  the 
Nansemond  and  commuuicated  with  Admiral  Porter.  Were  by  him 
directed  not  to  go  in  to  night,  as  it  was  too  rough  for  the  army  to  laud, 
b  rom  4  to  8  p.  m. :  Captain  lthind  and  Mr.  Bradford,  of  theCoast  Survey, 
and  Mr.  Bowen,  the  pilot,  left  this  vessel  and  weut  to  the  Nansemond  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  reconnoissance.  At  7:30  this  vessel  com¬ 
menced  dragging  her  anchor.  Let  go  port  anchor  and  veered  to  30 
fathoms.  Wind  and  sea  heavy.  At  8  commenced  dragging;  again 
veered  to  45  fathoms  on  port  chain,  having  already  75  fathoms  veered 
on  the  starboard  one.  Weather  continued  heavy,  with  heavy  cross  sea. 
Wind  if.  E.  ’  J 

December  21.— From  12  to  4  a.m.:  Weather  cloudy,  with  light  rain, 
wind  having  commenced  to  moderate.  The  Louisiana  appeared  to  have 
made  good  weather.  From  4  to  8:  Clear,  with  heavy  gale  from  the 
eastward.  At  7  a.  m.  wind  moderated  a  little  and  hauled  to  S.  S.  W. 
At  8  commenced  blowing  very  heavy  again,  starting  our  anchors. 
Started  engine  ahead  slowly,  as  we  were  too  near  the  New  Ironsides. 
Louisiana  labored  very  heavily  in  the  sea.  At  9  a.  m.  gale  increasing 
aud  sea  rising  fast.  Kept  the  engine  working.  At  11:30  the  Louisi¬ 
ana  cast  off  her  hawser  and  steamed  to  the  N.  E.  for  a  few  minutes  and 
anchored.  Flagship  signaled  to  the  Nansemond,  to  keep  company  with 
the  Louisiana.  Weather  clear;  still  blowing  a  gale.  Continued  drag¬ 
ging.  At  2  p.  m.  let  go  a  third  anchor  with  hawser,  and  veered  to  50 
fathoms,  Nansemond  at  this  time  lying  about  400  yards  astern  of  us, 
with  the  Louisiana  in  tow.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.:  Weather  rainy,  heavy 
gale.  From  6  to  8:  Weather  clear,  wind  W.  S.  W.,  increasing".  From 
8  to  12  midnight:  Weather  clear,  wind  W.,  blowing  heavily  in  puffs. 

December  22. — From  12  to  4  a.  m. :  Weather  clear  and  wind  moderate. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Weather  clear,  wind  hauled  to  the  FT.  W.,  heavy  sea 
running.  From  8  to  12  meridian :  Weather  clear  and  cold ;  wind  N.  W., 
and  still  blowing  freshly.  At  8:  30  found  that  we  had  lost  port  anchor 
and  30  fathoms  chain  and  the  small  anchor  with  its  hawser.  At  10 
a.  ra.  flagship  made  signal  for  the  Nansemond ,  with  Louisiana  in  tow, 
to  follow,  and  stood  to  the  westward.  At  2  p.  m.  got  our  anchor,  hav¬ 
ing  been  heaving  on  it  since  11  a.  m. — short  handed,  and  very  slow 
work.  Steamed  up  to  the  Louisiana.  Flagship  made  signal  for  this 
ship  to  keep  near  the  Nansemond  and  Louisiana.  At  3  p.  m.  came  to 
anchor  near  them.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.:  Weather  clear  and  cold;  wind 
fresh  from  the  N.  W.  From  8  to  12  midnight:  Weather  clear  and  cold, 
wind  fresh. 

December  23. — From  12  to  4  a.  m. :  Weather  clear  and  cold,  fresh 
breeze  from  N.  FT.  W.  From  4  to  8  a.  m:  Weather  as  before.  From  8 
to  12  noon:  Weather  clear;  wind  moderate  from  westward;  seagoing 
down  fast.  At  10:30  received  orders  to  stay  near  the  Louisiana.  At 
12  m.  took  hawser  from  the  Tacony.  From  12  to  4  p,  m. :  Weather  clear, 
wind  light.  At  3:30  the  Tacony  cast  us  off  and  stood  inshore  with  the 
Louisiana ,  ordering  us  to  follow.  At  4  came  to  anchor,  Fort  Fisher 


244  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

bearing’  W.  S.  W.  From  4  to  8  p.  m :  Weather  as  before.  At  5  took  tbe 
Louisiana  in  tow.  Captain  Lamson,  Mr.  Bradford,  and  Pilot  Bowen 
came  on  board.  Received  orders  from  Admiral  Porter  to  go  in  to¬ 
night  and  blow  tlie  Louisiana  up.  Shortly  alter  dusk  started  m  with 
her.  At  7  stopped  near  the  Kansas;  Captain  Watmough  came  on 
board.  Stood  off  and  on  near  the  Kansas.  From  8  to  12  midnight :  At 
10:  45  passed  the  Kansas  and  stood  in  W.  by  S.,  running  slow.  At 
11:40  anchored  and  cast  off  the  Louisiana ,  being  then  m  5|  fathoms. 
Louisiana  passed  inshore  of  us.  At  12  midnight  the  boat  containing 
Captain  Rhind,  Mr.  Preston,  Mr.  Boyden,  Mr.  Mullin,  and  their  crew 
came  alongside.  Out  hawser  and  started  at  full  speed  E.  -N.  E.  lbiew 
six  rockets  to  warn  the  fleet. 

December  24. — At  12:  55  a.  m.  stopped  her  and  let  off  the  steam  to  o 
pounds  At  1:40  a.  in.  the  explosion  took  place.  Being  without  an 
anchor  stood  off  and  on  till  daylight.  From  8  to  meridian:  Weather 
clear,  wind  fresh.  At  9 : 30  a.  m.  spoke  the  flagship  and  Captain  Rhind, 
Captain  Lamson,  Lieutenant  Preston,  Mr.  Mullin,  Mr.  Boyden,  and 
their  crew  went  on  board.  At  10:30  ran  down  to  the  Minnesota  and 
took  a  hawser  from  her  stern. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Kansas. 

December ,  18,1864. — Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough  in  com¬ 
mand.  At  1:30  p.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  inshore  and  up  and 
down  the  coast  slowly.  At  3  communicated  with  the  Gettysburg.  At 
4:40  came  to  anchor  with  starboard  anchor,  Mound  bearing  S.  W.  by 
W.  i  W.  From  6  to  8  as  per  column;  wind  N.  E.,  force  2  to  3, 
weather  foggy,  air  55°.  Hoisted  a  bright  light  at  mainmast  head.  Fleet 
all  around  and  signaling  with  lights  at  various  intervals.  At  7:30  p. 
m.  the  steamer  Sassacus  spoke  us,  she  having  the  powder  vessel  in  tow_. 
At  8  p.  m.  communicated  with  the  Sassacus  and  Louisiana.  At  8 : 15 
Mr.  Bradford,  surveyor,  left  the  ship.  At  8: 25  the  Wilderness  commu¬ 
nicated  with  us.  At  8 : 42  the  Wilderness  and  Louisiana  stood  in  for 
the  bar.  At  9 : 15  got  underway  and  steamed  offshore,  steering  E.  N.  E. 
At  9:35  one  of  the  fleet  challenged  with  Coston’s  No.  8;  we  answered 
with  Coston’s  No.  9.  The  strange  vessel  burned  Coston’s  500.  At  10 
we  burned  5107.  At  11  slowed  down  in  11  fathoms  water  and  headed 
to  southward.  At  11:15  one  of  the  fleet  burned  Coston’s  No.  8;  we 
answered  with  Coston’s  No.  9. 

December  19—  At  1  a.  m.  spoke  the  A.  D.  Vance,  who  ordered  us  to 
our  night  station.  At  1:20  saw  two  vessels  bearing  W.  S.  W.,  which 
proved  to  be  the  Wilderness  and  Louisiana  at  anchor.  Remainder  of 
watch  steaming  slowly  up  and  down  the  coast.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. : 
Steaming  along  the  land.  At  8 : 12  p.  m.  came  to  anchor.  At  2 :  30  got 
underway  and  steamed  off  N.  E.  by  E.  At  2 : 45  communicated  with  the 
A.  D.  Vance  and  then  steamed  for  the  fleet;  made  all  sail.  At  3:20  p. 
m.  took  in  all  sail,  slowed  down,  and  communicated  with  the  Wilderness. 
At  4: 30  flagship  signaled  652,  we  answered  and  stood  for  the  flagship, 
sent  a  boat  on  board.  At  4:40  spoke  the  Louisiana  and  informed  them 
that  it  was  the  admiral’s  order  for  them  not  to  go  in  to-night.  At  4:  45 
stood  for  night  station.  From  6  to  8  steaming  along  the  land.  Spoke 
the  tug  Moccasin  and  ordered  her  to  remain  inshore.  Wind,  from  5  to 
9  p.  in.,  S.  W.,  force  5. 

December  20.— From  12  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Several  guns  fired  from 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  in  the  vicinity  during  the  watch. 
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December  22. — At  5:30  p.  m.  blockading  fleet  all  steaming  inshore. 

December  23. — At  3:20  p.  m.  communicated  with  flagship  Malvern. 
At  7  p.  m.  the  Louisiana  and  Wilderness  came  in  from  outside  and  lay 
to  oft'  our  port  quarter.  At  10 : 30  a  blockade  runner  passed  inshore  of 
us  at  full  speed  steering  for  Fort  Fisher.  At  11  the  Wilderness  and 
Louisiana  passed,  steering  toward  the  bar.  We  got  underway  and 
steemed  offshore,  steering  E.  FT.  E. 

December  24. — From  12  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Steaming  offshore,  steer¬ 
ing  E.  FT.  E.  At  12:15  a.  m.  several  rockets  thrown  up,  bearing  W.  S. 
W., 'supposed  to  be  from  the  Wilderness.  At  1:52  powder  vessel 
exploded.  At  2  turned  ship  around  and  stood  W.  S.  W. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TT.  S.  S.  Advance. 

December  18,  1864. — Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  command¬ 
ing.  At  3 :  20  p.  m.  exchanged  numbers  with  the  fleet.  At  3:20  p.  m. 
stopped  engines  and  allowed  ship  to  drift.  At  6:40  started  engine 
and  steamed  in  toward  New  Inlet.  Exchanged  signals  with  several  of 
the  fleet.  At  11  p.  m.  spoke  the  Wilderness.  Stopped  engine,  burned 
Coston  signals,  threw  up  rockets,  and  endeavored  to  find  the  Kansas, 
but  without  success.  At  11 : 55  spoke  the  Wilderness  and  delivered 
communications  from  the  admiral  to  Captain  Lamsou. 

December  19. — At  12: 10  a.  m.  steamed  to  the  eastward  and  communi¬ 
cated  with  several  of  the  fleet.  At  12:45  p.  m.  communicated  with  the 
Wilderness.  At  2:30  p.  m.  exchanged  signals  with  aud  communicated 
with  the  Kansas  and  delivered  dispatches  to  her.  At  4  p.  m.  exchanged 
signals  with  the  flagship.  At  4:25  communicated  with  the  flagship. 
At  5 :30  communicated  with  the  Keystone  State.  At  7 : 10  came  to  near 
the  flagship. 

December  24. — At  1:50  a.  m.  the  explosion  of  the  powder  boat  took 
place. 


Extract  from  the  official  diary  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  defenses  of  Federal 

Point. 

December  24,  1864.— A  blockader  got  aground  near  fort;  set  fire  to 
herself  and  blew  up. 


First*  attach  on  Fort  Fisher,  December  24-25,  1864. 

General  order  No.  70,  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  preliminary  instructions. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Hampton  Roads,  December  10, 1864. 

The  chart  plan  of  the  proposed  attack  on  the  batteries  of  the  enemy 
at  New  Inlet,  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  will  explain  itself,  but  the 
order  of  taking  position  is  as  follows: 

It  is  first  proposed  to  endeavor  to  paralyze  the  garrison  by  an  explo¬ 
sion,  all  the  vessels  remaining  12  miles  out  from  the  bar,  and  the  troops 

*  For  reports  of  Army  operations,  see  Official  Reports  of  the  Union  and  Confederate 
Armies  in  the  War  of  the  Rehellion,  Series  I,  Volumes  XLII,  XLIV,  and  LI. 
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in  transports  12  miles  down  the  coast,  ready  to  steam  up  and  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  take  the  works  by  assault  in  case  the  latter  are  disabled. 

At  a  given  signal  all  the  bar  vessels  will  run  offshore  12  miles,  when 
the  vessel  with  powder  will  go  in  under  the  forts.  When  the  explosion 
takes  place  all  the  vessels  will  stand  inshore  in  the  order  marked  on 
the  plan. 

The  New  Ironsides  will  steam  alongshore,  coming  from  the  eastward 
until  the  flagstaff’  on  Fort  Fisher  bears  S.  W.  by  W.  £  W.  and  anchor 
(chain  ready  to  slip)  with  her  broadside  bearing  on  the  largest  of  the 
enemy’s  works  and  open  fire  without  delay.  The  monitors  will  come 
up  astern,  anchoring  not  more  than  one  length  apart,  directly  in  line 
along  the  shore,  leaving  space  only  for  a  gunboat  to  lie  outside  of  them 
and  Are  between  them  or  over  them.  The  New  Ironsides  and  monitors 
will  lie  in  not  less  than  3^  fathoms  water,  which  will  place  them  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  from  Fort  Fisher  and  a  little  over  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  beach. 

In  the  meantime  the  large  ships  will  lie  formed  in  line  of  battle  to 
the  eastward  of  the  ironclads  and  heading  parallel  with  the  land  in  a 
S.  ^  W.  course,  in  5  fathoms  water. 

When  the  signal  is  made  to  “take  position”  the  Minnesota  (the  stern- 
most  vessel)  will  go  ahead  slowly,  and  anchor  about  a  mile  from  Fort 
Fisher,  opening  fire  the  moment  she  passes  the  New  Ironsides  and 
anchoring  so  that  her  stern  gun  will  fire  just  clear  of  that  vessel.  The 
Mohican  will  then  anchor  ahead  of  the  Minnesota ,  Colorado  ahead  of 
Mohican ,  Tuscarora  ahead  of  Colorado,  Wabash  ahead  of  Tuscarora, 
Susquehanna  ahead  of  Wabash,  Brooklyn  ahead  of  Susquehanna ,  Pow¬ 
hatan  ahead  of  Broohlyn,  Juniata  ahead  of  Powhatan,  with  their  cables 
ready  to  slip  and  with  not  more  than  15  fathoms  of  chain,  the  15-fathoin 
shackle  inside  the  hawTse  hole. 

The  Seneca ,  Shenandoah,  Pawtuxet,  Ticonderoga,  Mackinaw,  Maumee , 
Y antic,  and  Kansas  will  take  their  positions  between  and  outside  the 
different  vessels,  as  marked  on  the  plan,  anchoring  with  their  cables 
ready  to  slip. 

When  the  large  ships  and  intermediate  ones  get  fairly  into  position 
the  Nyack,  Unadilla,  Huron,  and  Pequot  will  take  position  between  and 
outside  the  monitors  in  the  order  marked  on  the  plan,  keeping  up  a 
rapid  fire  while  the  monitors  are  loading. 

The  following  vessels  will  next  take  their  positions  as  marked  on  the 
plan: 

Commencing  with  the  Fort  Jackson — which  vessel  will  anchor  ahead 
of  the  Juniat a,  leaving  a  space  between  of  three  lengths — Santiago  de 
Cuba ,  Tacony ,  Osceola,  Chippewa,  Sassacus,  Maratanza,  Rhode  Island, 
Monticello,  Mount,  Vernon ,  Montgomery,  R.  R.  Cuyler,  Quaker  City,  and 
Iosco  will  pass  on  slowly,  commencing  with  the  rear,  until  they  form 
the  line  marked  on  the  plan. 

The  reserves  of  each  division  will  form  a  line  (as  per  plan)  out  of 
gunshot,  ready  to  act  as  occasion  may  require. 

This  is  the  main  plan  of  the  battle.  Circumstances  may  require  some 
deviation  from  it,  such  as  a  partial  attack  (before  going  seriously  to 
work)  to  feel  the  enemy’s  strength,  all  of  which  will  be  regulated  by 
signal  or  by  orders.  Great  care  and  coolness  will  be  required  to  drop 
the  vessels  in  their  right  places,  and  a  too  early  commencement  of  fire 
on  the  part  of  those  going  into  position  may  create  confusion. 

As  we  know  but  little  about  the  caliber  and  number  of  rebel  guns, 
the  vessels  must  concentrate  their  fires  on  the  heaviest  batteries,  but 
get  the  range  before  firing  rapidly.  For  instance,  the  large  vessels  and 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


247 


ironclads  concentrate  on  Fort  Fisher,  while  the  Vanderbilt ,  Fort  Jack- 
son ,  and  the  vessels  in  the  line  with  the  Fort  Jackson  will  open  on  the 
forts  within  their  reach  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound. 

All  the  reserve  vessels  will  prepare  to  attack  Zeek’s  Island  battery 
by  taking  a  position  where  they  can  enfilade  it,  which  is  when  the  fort 
bears  N.  W.  Vessels  drawing  14  feet  can  go  within  If  miles  with  per¬ 
fect  safety  and  use  their  rifie  guns  with  good  effect.  They  can  also 
reach  the  forts  on  Federal  Point  and  prevent  their  firing  accurately  on 
the  other  portions  of  the  fieet  in  closer  range.  All  the  movements  of 
the  different  lines  will  be  made  by  sending  orders  in  a  tug,  as  signals 
will  not  be  seen  in  the  smoke. 

As  it  is  desirable  not  to  have  superfluous  directions,  each  commander 
will  be  furnished  with  a  plan  and  the  matter  fully  discussed  and  points 
explained  at  a  general  meeting  of  commanders. 

Vessels  in  distress,  and  finding  it  necessary  to  retire  from  battle,  will 
steer  out  S.  E.,  excepting  the  headmost  vessels,  Iosco ,  Quaker  City , 
B.  B.  Guyler,  etc.,  which  had  better  keep  on  S.  W.  £  S.  course  until 
they  clear  an  8-foot  shoal  (at  low  water)  outside  of  them. 

It  is  not  desirable  that  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  should  show  them¬ 
selves  to  the  enemy  until  the  time  comes  for  them  to  act,  and  they  will 
keep  offshore  about  25  miles,  or  far  enough  not  to  be  seen,  with  New 
Inlet  bearing  Avest  in  about  the  latitude  of  33°  56'  longitude  77°  20'. 
That  will  be  the  rendezvous.  Commanders  of  divisions  will  assemble 
the  vessels  of  their  divisions,  get  them  into  line,  and  keep  them  so,  each 
division  being  far  enough  from  the  other  to  allow  them  to  maneuver 
without  interfering.  When  the  signal  is  made  or  given  to  form  in  line 
of  battle  every  vessel  will  take  her  station  in  line  according  to  the 
place  on  the  ‘chart,  the  first  division  forming  first  and  the  others 
dropping  in  in  order. 

As  only  low  steam  will  be  required,  those  vessels  that  can  move  and 
Avork  handily  Avith  half  their  boilers  will  only  use  those  on  one  side, 
keeping  the  boilers  on  the  side  near  the  enemy  full  of  water  aud  with¬ 
out  steam,  with  water  warm  only,  aud  ready  to  make  steam  in  case  of 
necessity. 

Slow,  deliberate  firing  is  desirable;  there  will  be  smoke  enough  any¬ 
how;  rapid  and  indiscriminate  firing  will  amount  to  little  or  nothing. 
I  hope  no  shot  may  be  thrown  away. 

David  D.  Pouter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Special  order  No.  2  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  requiring  great  care  in  pointing 

guns  during  action. 


Special  Orders,  \ 
No.  2.  J 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern ,  December  19,  1864. 

While  in  action  an  officer  will  be  kept  by  the  compass  to  see  that 
the  vessel  heads  the  course  she  anchored  on,  for,  if  she  should  swing- 
in  the  smoke,  broadsides  might  be  fired  in  the  wrong  direction. 

This  must  be  allowed  for  in  firing,  and  when  it  is  no  longer  possible 
to  see  through  the  smoke  the  guns  must  be  pointed  by  compass  from 
on  deck. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Special  order  No.  3  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  buoys  placed  near 

Fort  Fisher. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern ,  December  19 ,  1864. 

There  is  a  line  of  buoys  placed  in  5  fathoms  to  prevent  the  vessels 
running  into  shoal  water.  No  ship  is  to  go  inside  ot  the  buoys,  but 
when  they  go  into  battle  they  must  anchor  close  to  them.  There  is  a 
clump  of  buoys  on  Sheep  Head  Shoal,  where  there  is  8  feet  of  water, 
which  the  smaller  vessels  can  go  inside  of. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Note. — Instead  of  15  fathoms,  all  the  vessels  will  have  to  anchor 
with  25  fathoms  of  chain,  and  slip,  if  necessary,  from  the  30  fathoms 
shackle. 


General  order  No.  73  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  additional  instructions. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  73.  )  Flagship  Malvern,  December  20,1864. 

In  going  to  work  on  the  rebel  batteries  neither  line  will  advance 
until  the  signal  is  made  to  the  leading  ship  ( Minnesota )  to  go  into 
action,  when  the  vessels  of  that  line  will  take  the  positions  assigned 
them  on  the  plan. 

The  signal  will  then  be  made  to  the  leading  vessels  of  the  other  lines 
as  they  may  be  wanted. 

The  Ironsides  and  monitors  have  been  directed  not  to  anchor  until 
signaled  to  do  so,  as  it  is  proven  by  examination  that  there  is  better 
water  than  is  marked  on  the  chart,  and  they  can  go  into  the  fight  with 
more  advantage  by  keeping  underway. 

I  would  impress  upon  all  commanding  officers  of  the  large  vessels  not 
to  lie  more  than  one  length  apart,  or  there  will  be  no  room  for  them  to 
get  into  action. 

A  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher  is  the  Half-Moon 
battery  (so  called)  which  may  open  on  the  ships  while  going  in.  If  this 
battery  is  not  silenced  by  the  Ironsides  and  monitors  the  three  stern- 
most  vessels  will  open  on  it  and  silence  it.  The  Half-Moon  battery 
has  lately  been  erected  and  has  one  quite  heavy  gun  mounted. 

The  10-second  shell  or  shrapnel  will  be  the  best  kind  of  projectile  to 
use,  and  when  the  range  is  obtained  a  rapid  fire  should  be  kept  up. 

It  is  not  desirable  that  the  leading  ships  should  fire  on  the  above- 
mentioned  battery  (unless  it  may  be  a  few  guns  to  cover  themselves), 
for  fear  of  causing  too  much  smoke  and  preventing  them  from  seeing 
their  way  in. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Special  order  No.  5  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  disposition  of  civilians  and 

wounded. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  December  22,  1864. 
All  vessels  having  civilians  (or  persons  not  wishing  to  go  into  the 
fight)  on  board  will  make  signal  to  Montgomery  and  put  them  there. 
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After  the  action  the  hospital  vessels  will  hoist  a  yellow  or  red  flag 
forward,  and  the  wounded  will  he  sent  on  board  of  them. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  West,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  naval  station,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Beaufort,  jST.  C.,  December  24, 1864. 

Sir  :  Since  my  last  communication  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred. 
The  transports  of  General  Butler  have  continued  to  arrive  and  depart. 
The  Empire  City  drawing  too  much  water  to  enter,  I  have  sent  a  coal 
schooner  out  to  her.  The  general  left  this  morning  at  8  a.  m.  in  the 
Ben  De  Ford,  and  I  am  requested  to  furnish  pilots  for  the  other  vessels 
at  meridian,  which  will  be  done. 

The  concussion  of  a  distant  explosion  was  distinctly  felt  at  the  store¬ 
house  and  carpenter  shop  on  shore,  between  the  hours  of  1  and  2  this 
a.  m.  A  vivid  light  was  seen  at  the  time  by  the  lookout  on  the  Arietta, 
bearing  about  west. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Nyack  arrived  yesterday  at  12 :  40  p.  m.  with  about  15 
tons  of  coal,  and  the  patent  steering  gear  out  of  order.  Coal  vessels 
were  immediately  placed  alongside.  She  has  been  coaling  and  repair¬ 
ing  all  night,  and  will  leave  this  morning. 

I  enclose  requisitions  of  Paymaster  [S.  S.]  Wood  for  your  signature, 
as  also  a  communication  *  addressed  by  myself  to  General  Butler,  and 
his  reply*  thereto. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West. 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding  Station. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


P.  S. — The  Vicksburg  has  just  arrived,  11  a.  m. 
the  squadron  at  the  post-office. 


There  is  no  mail  for 
W.  C.  W. 


[Telegram. — By  signal  from  steamer  Ben  Be  Ford.] 

December  24, 1864. 

Are  there  any  and  how  many  of  the  enemy’s  armed  vessels  on  the 
inside!  Were  they  visible  to  day?  Have  any  shots  been  exchanged 
between  the  fleet  and  the  Half  Moon  or  the  Flag  Pond  battery  ? 

B.  F.  Butler, 

Major-  General. 

Admiral  Porter. 


[Telegram. — By  army  signal.] 

Flagship  Malvern,  December  24, 1864. 
There  was  one  rebel  vessel  seen  to-day,  supposed  to  be  an  armed  one. 
She  was  entirely  out  of  range  and  could  not  be  brought  into  play  even 
if  her  guns  were  of  any  account. 


Not  found. 
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The  Flag  Pond  battery  has  been  dismantled  and  the  guns  taken 
away.  It  was  a  small  affair  anyhow,  and  only  used  to  drive  off  our 
blockaders.  There  are  no  batteries  along  the  shore,  at  least  we  saw 
none  to-day,  and  our  vessels  came  close  along  the  beach. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Butler,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  landing  of  troops. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Army  of  the  James ,  in  the  Field ,  North  Carolina , 

December  24 ,  1864. 

Admiral  :  We  will  endeavor  to  effect  a  landing  above  Flag  Hill  Pond 
battery,  between  that  and  Half  Moon,  at  such  an  hour  as  shall  be  fixed 
upon  by  consultation  between  yourself  aud  General  Weitzel,  who  will 
have  command  of  the  troops  and  who  will  meet  you  at  any  hour  you 
choose  to  arrange  details. 

To  do  this  it  will  probably  be  necessary  that  you  should  send  such 
vessels  as  will  cover  the  landing,  and  what  those  shall  be  is  of  course 
for  your  better  judgment. 

We  design  in  the  first  place  to  send  on  shore  a  party  for  reconnois- 
sance  sufficiently  strong  to  hold  the  landing  if  we  gain  a  foothold,  and 
then  to  land  as  rapidly  as  possible  our  whole  force,  and  if  from  the 
reconn oissance  it  is  deemed  practicable  to  attempt  an  assault  on  Fort 
Fisher,  the  assault  will  be  made. 

We  have  boats  enough  of  our  own  to  land  the  first  detachment.  We 
shall  ask  you  for  any  spare  boats  you  may  have,  with  their  crews  to 
pull  them,  to  aid  in  the  landing  of  the  forces.  A  half  dozen  armed 
with  howitzers  better  be  also  sent.  Will  you  allow  those  boats  to 
report  to  General  Graham  in  the  morning?  We  can  take  them  in  tow 
from  such  point  as  may  be  designated. 

It  would  seem  to  be  best  that  the  naval  attack  should  be  continued 
with  spirit  and  effect  upon  the  fort,  and  endeavor  to  silence  it  and  keep 
it  silenced. 

The  messenger  who  bears  this  will  take  back  an  answer  and  notify 
General  Weitzel  when  you  will  desire  to  see  him. 

It  is  suggested  that  the  landing  take  place  about  8  o’clock,  after  the 
navy  have  been  engaged  with  the  fort  an  hour  or  more. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  Butler, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Butler,  II.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  a 

reconnoissance  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

December  25 , 1864. 

Admiral:  Upon  lauding  the  troops  and  making  a  thorough  recon¬ 
noissance  of  Fort  Fisher,  both  General  Weitzel  and  myself  are  fully  of 
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tlie  opinion  that  the  place  could  not  be  carried  by  assault,  as  it  was 
left  substantially  uninjured  as  a  defensive  work  by  the  navy  fire.  We 
found  17  guns  protected  by  traverses,  2  only  of  which  were  dis¬ 
mounted,  bearing  up  the  beach  and  covering  a  strip  of  land,  the  only 
practicable  route,  not  more  than  wide  enough  for  1,000  men  in  line  of 
battle.  Having  captured  Flag  Pond  Hill  battery,  the  garrison  of 
which,  65  men  and  2  commissioned  officers,  were  taken  off  by  the  navy, 
we  also  captured  Half  Moon  battery,  and  7  officers  and  218  men  of  the 
Third  Korth  Carolina  Junior  Reserves,  including  its  commander,  from 
whom  I  learned  that  a  portion  of  Hoke’s  division,  consisting  of  Kirk¬ 
land’s  and  Hagood’s  brigades,  had  been  sent  from  the  lines  before 
Richmond  on  Tuesday  last,  arriving  at  Wilmington  Friday  night. 

General  Weitzel  advanced  his  skirmish  line  within  50  yards  of  the 
fort,  while  the  garrison  was  kept  in  their  bombproofs  by  the  fire  of  the 
navy,  and  so  closely  that  3  or  4  men  of  the  picket  line  ventured  upon 
the  parapet  and  through  the  sally  port  of  the  work,  capturing  a  horse, 
which  they  brought  off,  killing  the  orderly,  who  was  the  bearer  of  a 
dispatch  from  chief  of  artillery  of  General  Whiting  to  bring  a  light 
battery  within  the  fort,  and  also  brought  away  from  the  parapet  the 
flag  of  the  fort.  This  was  done  while  the  shells  of  the  navy  were  fly¬ 
ing  about  the  heads  of  the  daring  men  who  entered  the  work,  and  it 
was  evident  as  soon  as  the  fire  of  the  navy  ceased,  because  of  the  dark¬ 
ness,  that  the  fort  was  fully  manned  again,  and  opened  with  grape  and 
canister  upon  our  picket  line. 

Finding  that  nothing  but  the  operations  of  a  regular  siege,  which 
did  not  come  within  my  instructions,  would  reduce  the  fort,  and  in  view 
of  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  weather,  wind  arising  from  the  south¬ 
east,  rendering  it  impossible  to  make  further  landing  thi-ough  the  surf, 
I  caused  the  troops  with  their  prisoners  to  reembark,  and  see  nothing 
further  that  can  be  done  by  the  land  forces.  I  shall  therefore  sail  for 
Hampton  Roads  as  soon  as  the  transport  fleet  can  be  got  in  order. 

My  engineers  and  officers  report  Fort  Fisher  to  me  as  substantially 
uninjured  as  a  defensive  work. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben.j.  F.  Butler, 

Major-  General ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Faucon,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  provision  for  witnesses  of  the  attack. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

At  Sea,  off  New  Inlet,  December  25,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  receive  on  board  such  civilians  as  come  to  you  from 
the  fleet,  and  Major  [T.  L.]  Casey,  of  the  Army,  and  give  them  the  best 
accommodations  you  have,  affording  them  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  fight. 

You  will  not  take  your  vessel  under  fire  without  express  orders 
from  me. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Faucon, 

Commanding  Montgomery. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Radford,  TJ.  &.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides. 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  25,  1864. 
Commodore  :  General  Butler  has  concluded  not  to  assault  the  works, 
and  as  there  is  no  further  need  of  your  vessels  where  they  are  now, 
you  will  come  out  with  your  division  and  anchor  them  near  this  vessel. 
I  will  be  about  2  miles  offshore.  Steer  out  about  west  and  you  will 
see  my  lights. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

Commanding  New  Ironsides  and  Division  of  Ironclads. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Butler,  TJ.  S.  Army,  regarding 

general  matters. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  December  26,  1864. 

General  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  the  substance  of  which  was  communicated  to  me  by  General 
Weitzel  last  night. 

I  have  ordered  the  largest  vessels  to  proceed  off  Beaufort  and  fill  up 
with  ammunition,  to  be  ready  for  another  attack  in  case  it  is  decided 
to  proceed  with  this  matter  by  making  other  arrangements. 

We  have  not  commenced  firing  rapidly  yet,  and  could  keep  any  rebels 
inside  from  showing  their  heads  until  au  assaulting  column  was  within 
20  yards  of  the  works. 

I  wish  some  more  of  your  gallant  fellows  had  followed  the  officer  who 
took  the  flag  from  the  parapet,  and  the  brave  fellow  who  brought  the 
horse  out  from  the  fort.  I  think  they  would  have  found  it  an  easier 
conquest  than  is  supposed. 

I  do  not,  however,  pretend  to  place  my  opinion  in  opposition  to 
General  Weitzel,  whom  I  know  to  be  an  accomplished  soldier  and 
engineer,  and  whose  opinion  has  great  weight  with  me. 

I  will  look  out  that  the  troops  are  all  off  in  safety.  We  will  have  a 
west  wind  presently,  and  a  smooth  beach  about  3  o’clock,  when  suffi¬ 
cient  boats  will  be  sent  for  them. 

The  prisoners  now  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  be  delivered  to 
the  provost-marshal  at  Fortress  Monroe,  unless  you  wish  to  take  them 
on  board  one  of  the  transports,  which  would  be  inconvenient  just  now. 

I  remain,  general,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  B.  F.  Butler, 

Commanding,  etc. 


General  order  No.  75  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officers  to  report 
regarding  the  effect  of  the  fire  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  December  30,  1864. 
As  a  question  may  arise  (owing  to  the  army  authorities  having  con¬ 
cluded  to  reembark)  whether  Fort  Fisher  was  in  a  condition  to  resist 
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an  assault,  I  call  upon  tlie  officers  under  my  command  to  make  me  a 
report  of  the  part  they  took  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
and  the  damage  apparently  done  to  the  Avorks.  General  Butler  assigns 
as  a  reason  for  not  operating  against  Fort  Fisher  that  it  was  “  unin¬ 
jured  as  a  defensi\7e  Avork,’’  which  is  a  reflection  on  the  skill  of  our 
gunners  and  the  officers  who  commanded  them. 

As  a  matter  of  history  hereafter  to  be  referred  to,  I  wish  not  only  to 
have  from  each  commander  the  effect  of  our  firing,  but  their  impressions 
with  regard  to  the  defensibility  of  the  fort  (battered  as  it  was)  against  a 
combined  attack  of  army  and  navy. 

I  myself  am  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of  our  share  of  the  work, 
and  could  I  have  foreseen  AAdiat  happened  Avould  have  assaulted  after 
dark  with  the  sailors,  and  carried  it  at  that. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  attack. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Wilmington ,  December  24 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  attacked  the  forts  at  the 
mouth  of  Gape  Fear  River  this  morning  at  12:30,  and  after  getting  the 
ships  in  position  silenced  them  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  There 
being  no  troops  here  to  take  possession,  I  am  merely  firing  at  it  now  to 
keep  up  practice.  The  forts  are  nearly  demolished,  and  as  soon  as 
troops  come  we  can  take  possession.  We  have  set  them  on  fire,  blown 
some  of  them  up,  and  all  that  is  wanted  noAV  is  the  troops  to  land  to  go 
into  them. 

I  suppose  General  Butler  will  be  here  in  the  morning.  We  ha\re  had 
very  heavy  gales  here,  Avhich  tugs,  monitors,  and  all  rode  out  at  their 
anchors. 

The  transports  have  gone  into  Beaufort,  N.  0. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  detailed  report  of  the  attack. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  with  this  a  somewhat  detailed 
report  of  the  two  engagements  Avith  Fort  Fisher  and  the  surrounding- 
works. 

We  attacked  with  the  whole  fleet,  on  the  24th  instant,  and  silenced 
every  gun  in  a  very  short  time. 

On  the  25th  instant  we  again  took  our  position  within  a  mile  of  the 
fort  (the  iron  vessels  within  1,200  yards)  without  a  shot  being  fired  at 
us.  Shelled  it  all  day,  Avith  now  and  then  a  shot  from  the  rebels,  and 
stopped  firing  after  sunset. 

The  army  landed  and  reembarked,  considering  it  impracticable  to 
assault  the  place. 
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I  shall  remain  here  and  keep  shelling  the  enemy’s  works  on  every 
occasion,  whenever  the  weather  will  permit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosure.  ] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  at  Sea ,  off  New  Inlet,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  was  in  hopes  I  should  have  been  able  to  present  to  the  nation 
Fort  Fisher  and  surrounding  works  as  a  Christmas  offering,  but  I  am 
sorry  to  say  it  has  not  been  taken  yet.  I  attacked  it  on  the  24th  instant 
with  the  Ironsides,  Canonicus,  Mahopac,  Monadnock,  Minnesota ,  Colo¬ 
rado,  Mohican ,  Tuscarora ,  Wabash,  Susquehanna,  Brooklyn,  Powhatan, 
Juniata,  Seneca,  Shenandoah,  Pawtuxet,  Ticonderoga,  Mackinaw,  Maumee, 
Y antic ,  Kansas,  Iosco,  Quaker  City,  Monticello,  Rhode  Island ,  Sassacus, 
Chippeiva,  Osceola,  Tacony,  Pontoosuc,  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  Fort  Jackson, 
and  Vanderbilt,  having  a  reserve  of  small  vessels  consisting  of  the 
Aries ,  Howquah,  Wilderness,  Cherokee,  A.  D.  Vance,  Anemone,  Kolas, 
Gettysburg,  Alabama,  Keystone  State,  Banshee,  Emma,  Lilian,  Tristram 
Shandy,  Britannia,  Governor  Buckingham,  and  Nansemond. 

Previous  to  making  the  attack,  a  torpedo  on  a  large  scale,  with  an 
amount  of  powder  on  board  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  explode  the 
powder  magazines  of  the  fort,  was  prepared  with  great  care  and  placed 
under  the  command  of  Commander  A.  C.  Phind,  who  had  associated 
with  him  on  this  perilous  service  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  A.  T.  E.  Mullin,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Agawam ,  and  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  Paul  Boyden,  and  7  men.  So  much  had  been  said  and 
written  about  the  terrible  effects  of  gunpowder  in  an  explosion  that 
happened  lately  in  England  that  great  results  were  expected  from 
this  novel  mode  of  making  war.  Everything  that  ingenuity  could 
devise  was  adopted  to  make  the  experiment  a  success. 

The  vessel  was  brought  around  from  Norfolk  with  great  care  and 
without  accident,  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  J.  L.  Davis,  who  directed  his  whole  attention  to  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  though  he  experienced  some  bad  weather  and  lost  one  of 
his  rudders,  he  took  her  safely  into  Beaufort,  where  we  filled  her  up 
with  powder  and  perfected  all  the  machinery  for  blowing  her  np. 
General  Butler  had  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  before  us,  and  1  hastened 
matters  all  that  I  could,  so  that  no  unnecessary  delay  might  be  laid  to 
my  charge. 

On  the  18th  instant  I  sailed  from  Beaufort  with  all  the  monitors, 
New  Ironsides ,  and  small  vessels,  including  the  Louisiana,  designed  as 
a  blockade  runner,  for  the  rendezvous,  20  miles  east  of  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina,  and  found  all  the  larger  vessels  and  transports  assembled 
there,  the  wind  blowing  light  from  the  N.  E.  On  the  20th  a  heavy  gale 
set  in  from  S.  W.,  and  not  being  able  to  make  a  port  without  scattering 
all  the  vessels,  I  determined  to  ride  it  out,  which  I  did,  without  any 
accident  of  any  kind,  except  the  loss  of  a  few  anchors,  the  monitors 
and  all  behaving  beautifully. 

Only  two  vessels  went  to  sea  to  avoid  the  gale,  and  fared  no  better 
than  those  at  anchor.  The  transports  being  short  of  water,  put  into 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  were  not  suitable  for  riding  out  at  anchor  such 
heavy  weather. 
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After  the  southwester  the  wind  chopped  ai’ound  to  the  westward 
and  gave  us  a  beautiful  spell  of  weather,  which  I  could  not  afford  to 
lose,  and  the  transports  with  the  troops  not  making  their  appearance, 
I  determined  to  take  advantage  of  it  and  attack  Fort  Fisher  and  its 
outworks. 

On  the  23d  I  directed  Commander  1th in d  to  proceed  and  explode  the 
vessel  right  under  the  walls  of  Fort  Fisher,  Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  having  gone  in  at  night  and  ascertained  that  we  could  place  a 
vessel  of  7  feet  draft  right  on  the  edge  of  the  beach.  Lieutenant  E.  H. 
Lamson,  commanding  Gettysburg ,  volunteered  to  go  in,  in  the  Wilder¬ 
ness ,  Acting  Master  Henry  Arey  in  command,  and  tow  the  Louisiana 
into  position,  having  assisted  in  the  gale  in  taking  care  of  the  Louisiana 
after  she  and  the  Nansemond  (the  vessel  having  her  in  tow)  had  lost  all 
their  anchors. 

At  10:30  i>-  m.  the  powder  vessel  started  in  toward  the  bar,  and  was 
towed  by  the  Wilderness  until  the  embrasures  of  Fort  Fisher  were 
plainly  in  sight.  The  Wilderness  then  cast  off  and  the  Louisiana  pro¬ 
ceeded  under  steam  until  within  200  yards  from  the  beach  and  about 
400  from  the  fort. 

Commander  Khind  anchored  her  securely  there,  and  coolly  went  to 
work  to  make  all  his  arrangements  to  blow  her  up.  This  he  was  enabled 
to  do  owing  to  a  blockade  runner  going  in  right  ahead  of  him,  the  forts 
making  the  blockade  runner  signals,  which  they  also  did  to  the 
Louisiana. 

The  gallant  party,  after  coolly  making  all  their  arrangements  for  the 
explosion,  left  the  vessel,  the  last  thing  they  did  being  to  set  her  on  fire 
under  the  cabin.  Then  taking  to  their  boats,  they  made  their  escape 
off' to  the  Wilderness ,  lying  close  by.  The  Wilderness  then  put  offshore 
with  good  speed,  to  avoid  any  ill  effects  that  might  happen  from  the 
explosion.  At  1 : 45  of  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  explosion  took  place, 
and  the  shock  was  nothing  like  so  severe  as  was  expected.  It  shook 
the  vessels  some,  and  broke  one  or  two  glasses,  but  nothing  more. 

At  daylight  of  the  24tli  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  in  in  line 
of  battle.  At  11:30  a.  m.  tbe  signal  was  made  to  engage  the  forts,  the 
Lronsides  leading,  and  the  Monadnoclc ,  Canonicus ,  and  Mahopac  follow¬ 
ing.  The  Lronsides  took  her  position  in  the  most  beautiful  and  seaman¬ 
like  manner,  got  her  spring  out,  and  opened  deliberate  fire  on  the  fort, 
which  was  firing  at  her  with  all  its  guns,  which  did  not  seem  numerous 
in  the  N.  E.  face,  though  we  counted  what  appeared  to  be  17  guns;  but 
4  or  5  of  these  were  fired  from  that  direction,  and  they  were  silenced 
almost  as  soon  as  the  Lronsides  opened  her  terrific  battery.  The  Min¬ 
nesota  then  took  her  position  in  handsome  style,  and  her  guns  after 
getting  the  range  were  fired  with  rapidity,  while  the  Mohican ,  Colorado , 
and  the  large  vessels  marked  on  the  plan  got  to  their  stations,  all 
firing  to  cover  themselves  while  anchoring.  By  the  time  the  last  of  the 
large  vessels  anchored  and  got  their  batteries  into  play  but  one  or  two 
guns  of  the  enemy  were  fired,  this  feu  dlenfer  driving  them  all  to  their 
bombproofs,  the  small  gunboats — Kansas ,  Unadilla ,  Pequot ,  Seneca , 
Pontoosue ,  Yantic ,  and  Huron — taking  a  position  to  the  northward  and 
eastward  of  the  monitors  and  enfilading  the  works. 

The  Shenandoah ,  Ticonderoga,  Mackinaw,  Tacony ,  [and]  Vanderbilt  took 
effective  positions,  as  marked  on  the  chart,  and  added  their  fire  to  that 
already  begun. 

The  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Fort  Jackson,  Osceola,  Chippeica,  Sassacus, 
Rhode  Lsland,  Monticello,  Quaker  City,  and  Tosco  dropped  into  position, 
according  to  order,  and  the  battle  became  general. 
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In  one  hour  and  fifteen  minutes  after  the  first  shot  was  fired  not  a 
shot  came  from  the  fort;  two  magazines  had  been  blown  up  by  our 
shells  and  the  fort  set  on  fire  in  several  places,  and  such  a  torrent  of 
missiles  were  falling  into  and  bursting  over  it  that  it  was  impossible 
for  anything  human  to  stand  it.  Finding  that  the  batteries  were 
silenced  completely,  I  directed  the  ships  to  keep  up  a  moderate  fire  in 
hopes  of  attracting  the  attention  of  the  transports  and  bringing  them 
in.  At  sunset  General  Butler  came  in  in  his  flagship  with  a  few  trans¬ 
ports,  the  rest  not  having  arrived  from  Beaufort. 

Being  too  late  to  do  anything  more,  I  signaled  the  fleet  to  retire  for 
the  night  to  a  safe  anchorage,  which  they  did  without  being  molested 
by  the  enemy. 

There  were  some  mistakes  made  this  day  when  the  vessels  went  in  to 
take  position.  My  plan  of  battle  being  based  on  accurate  calculations, 
and  made  from  information  to  be  relied  on,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
each  commander,  and  it  seemed  impossible  to  go  astray  if  it  was  strictly 
followed.  I  required  those  vessels  that  had  not  followed  it  closely  to 
get  underway  and  assume  their  proper  position,  which  was  done 
promptly  and  without  confusion.  The  vessels  were  placed  somewhat 
nearer  to  the  works,  and  were  able  to  throw  in  their  shell,  which  were 
before  falling  into  the  water. 

One  or  two  leading  vessels  having  made  the  mistake  of  anchoring 
too  far  off,  caused  those  coming  after  them  to  commit  a  like  error,  but 
when  they  all  got  into  place  and  commenced  work  in  earnest  the 
shower  of  shell  (115  per  minute)  was  irresistible. 

So  quickly  were  the  enemy’s  guns  silenced  that  not  an  officer  or  man 
was  injured.  I  regret,  however,  to  have  to  report  some  severe  casual¬ 
ties  by  the  bursting  of  100-pounder  Parrott  cannon.  One  burst  on 
board  the  Ticonderoga ,  killing  0  of  the  crew  and  wounding  7  others; 
another  burst  on  board  the  Yantic ,  killing  1  officer  and  2  men;  another 
on  the  Juniata,  killing  2  officers  and  wounding  and  killing  10  others; 
another  on  the  Mackinaw ,  killing  1  officer  and  wounding  5  others  (men) ; 
another  on  the  Quaker  City ,  wounding,  I  believe,  2  or  3;  another  on  the 
Susquehanna,  killing  and  wounding  7,  I  think.* 

The  bursting  of  the  guns  (six  in  all)  much  disconcerted  the  crews  of 
the  vessels  where  the  accidents  happened,  and  gave  one  and  all  a  great 
distrust  of  the  Parrott  100-pounders,  and  (as  subsequent  events  proved) 
they  were  unfit  for  service,  and  calculated  to  kill  more  of  our  men  than 
those  of  the  enemy.  Some  of  the  vessels  were  struck  once  or  twice. 
The  Mackinaw  had  her  boiler  perforated  with  a  shell  and  10  or  12  per¬ 
sons  were  badly  scalded. 

The  Osceola  was  struck  with  a  shell  near  her  magazine,  and  was  at  one 
time  in  a  sinking  condition,  but  her  efficient  commander  stopped  up  the 
leak,  while  the  Mackinaw  fought  out  the  battle,  notwithstanding  the 
damage  she  received.  The  Yantic  was  the  only  vessel  that  left  the  line 
to  report  damages.  Commander  John  Guest,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
line,  showed  his  usual  intelligence  in  selecting  his  position  and  directing 
his  fire.  Twice  his  guns  cut  down  the  flagstaff  on  the  Mound  battery, 
and  he  silenced  the  guns  there  in  a  very  short  time,  the  Keystone 
State  and  Quaker  City  cooperating  effectively.  Lieutenant-Commander 
J.  L.  Davis,  with  both  rudders  disabled,  got  his  vessel  (the  Sassacus) 
into  close  action  and  assisted  materially  in  silencing  the  works,  and  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba  and  Fort  Jackson  took  such  positions  as  they  could 
get  (owing  to  other  vessels  not  forming  proper  lines,  and  throwing 
them  out  of  place)  and  fought  their  guns  well.  The  taking  of  a  new 
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position  while  under  tire  by  the  Brooklyn  and  Colorado  was  a  beautiful 
sight,  aud  when  they  got  into  place  both  ships  delivered  a  tire  that 
nothing  could  withstand. 

1  he  Brooklyn  well  sustained  her  proud  name  under  her  present  com¬ 
mander,  Captain  James  Alden,  and  the  Colorado  gave  evidence  that 
her  commander,  Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher,  fully  understood  the  duties 
o!  his  position.  The  Susquehanna  was  most  effective  in  her  tire,  and 
was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  the  right  position,  though  much 
bothered  by  a  vessel  near  her  that  had  not  found  her  right  place. 

The  Mohican  went  into  battle  gallantly,  and  fired  rapidly  and  with 
effect,  and  when  the  Powhatan ,  Ticonderoga ,  and  Shenandoah  got  into 
their  positions  they  did  good  service.  The  Powhatan  fell  handsomely 
into  line  aud  did  good  service  with  the  rest,  and  the  Vanderbilt  took 
position  near  the  Minnesota  and  threw  in  a  splendid  fire.  The  firing  of 
the  monitors  was  excellent,  and  when  their  shells  struck  great  damage 
was  done,  and  the  little  gunboats  that  covered  them  kept  up  a  fire 
sufficient  to  disconcert  the  enemy’s  aim. 

The  rebels  fired  no  more  after  the  vessels  all  opened  on  them, .except¬ 
ing  a  lew  shots  from  the  Mound  and  upper  batteries,  which  the  Iosco 
and  consorts  soon  silenced. 

Our  men  were  at  work  at  the  guns  five  hours,  and  glad  to  get  a  little 
rest.  They  came  out  of  action  with  rather  a  contempt  for  rebel  bat¬ 
teries  and  anxious  to  renew  the  battle  in  the  morning.  On  the  25th 
(Christmas)  all  the  transports  had  arrived,  and  General  Butler  sent 
General  Weitzel  to  see  me  and  arrange  the  programme  for  the  day. 

It  was  decided  that  we  should  attack  the  forts  again  while  the  army 
landed  and  assaulted  them,  if  possible,  under  our  heavy  fire. 

I  sent  17  gunboats  under  command  of  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson  to  cover 
the  troops  and  assist  with  their  boats  in  landing  the  soldiers.  Finding 
the  smaller  vessels  kept  too  far  from  the  beach,  which  was  quite  bold, 
I  sent  in  the  Brooklyn  to  set  them  an  example,  which  that  vessel  did, 
relying,  as  every  commander  should,  on  the  information  I  gave  him  in 
relation  to  the  soundings.  To  this  number  was  added  all  the  small 
vessels  that  were  covering  the  coast  along,  and  finally  I  sent  some 
eight  or  nine  vessels  that  were  acting  under  Commander  Guest  in 
endeavoring  to  find  a  way  across  the  bar.  This  gave  a  hundred  small 
boats  to  land  the  troops  with  besides  those  the  army  were  already 
provided  with — about  twenty  more.  At  7  a.  m.  on  the  25th  I  made 
signal  to  get  underway  and  form  in  line  of  battle,  which  was  quickly 
done,  the  order  to  attack  was  given,  and  the  Ironsides  took  position  in 
her  usual  handsome  style,  the  monitors  following  close  after  her.  All 
the  vessels  followed  according  to  order,  and  took  position  without  a 
shot  being  fired  at  them,  excepting  a  few  shots  fired  at  the  four  last 
vessels  that  got  into  line.  The  firing  this  day  was  slow,  only  sufficient 
to  amuse  the  enemy  while  the  army  landed,  which  they  were  doing  5 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  fleet. 

I  suppose  about  3,000  men  had  landed  when  I  was  notified  they  were 
reembarking.  I  could  see  our  soldiers  near  the  forts  reconnoitering 
and  sharpshooting,  and  was  in  hopes  an  assault  was  deemed  practical. 

General  Weitzel  in  person  was  making  observations  about  000  yards 
off,  and  the  troops  were  in  and  around  the  works. 

One  gallant  officer,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  went  on  the  parapet 
and  brought  away  the  rebel  flag  we  had  knocked  down.  A  soldier 
went  into  the  works  and  led  out  a  horse,  killing  the  orderly  mounted 
on  him  aud  taking  his  dispatches  from  the  body.  Another  soldier  fired 
his  musket  into  the  bombproof  among  the  rebels,  and  eight  or  ten  others 
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who  had  ventured  near  the. forts  were  wounded  by  our  shells.  As  the 
ammunition  gave  out  the  vessels  retired  from  action,  and  the  ironclads 
and  Minnesota,  Colorado ,  and  Susquehanna  were  ordered  to  open 
rapidly,  which  they  did  with  such  effect  that  it  seemed  to  tear  the 
works  to  pieces.  We  drew  off'  at  sunset,  leaving  the  ironclads  to  fire 
through  the  night,  expecting  the  troops  would  attack  in  the  morning, 
when  we  would  commence  again. 

I  received  word  from  General  Weitzel  informing  me  that  it  was 
impractical  to  assault,  and  herewith  inclose  a  letter*  from  General 
Butler  assigning  his  reasons  for  withdrawing  the  troops.  1  also  enclose 
my  answer.! 

In  the  bombardment  of  the  25th  the  men  were  engaged  firing  slowly 
for  seven  hours.  The  rebels  kept  a  couple  of  guns  on  the  upper  bat¬ 
teries  firing  on  the  vessels,  hitting  some  of  them  several  times  Avithout 
doing  much  damage.  The  Wabash  and  Powhatan  being  within  their 
range,  the  object  seemed  mainly  to  disable  them,  but  a  rapid  fire  soon 
closed  them  up.  Everything  was  coolly  and  systematically  done 
throughout  the  day,  and  I  Avitnessed  some  beautiful  practice. 

The  army  commenced  landing  about  2  o’clock,  Captain  Glisson,  in 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  having  shelled  Flag  Pond  battery  to  insure  a 
safe  landing,  and  they  commenced  to  reembark  about  5  o’clock,  the 
weather  coming  on  thick  and  rainy.  About  a  brigade  was  left  on  the 
beach  during  the  night,  covered  by  the  gunboats.  As  our  troops 
landed  05  rebel  soldiers  hoisted  the  Avhite  fiag  and  delivered  themselves 
up  and  Avere  taken  prisoners  by  the  seamen  landing  the  troops  aud  con¬ 
veyed  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Two  hundred  and  eighteen  more  gave 
themselves  up  to  the  reconnoitering  party,  all  being  desirous  to  quit 
the  war. 

I  don’t  pretend  to  put  my  opinion  in  opposition  to  General  Weitzel, 
who  is  a  thorough  soldier  and  an  able  engineer,  and  whose  business  it 
is  to  know  more  of  assaulting  than  I  do,  but  I  can’t  help  thinking  that 
it  was  worth  while  to  make  the  attempt  after  coming  so  far. 

About  12  o’clock  I  sent  in  a  detachment  of  double-enders,  under 
Commander  John  Guest,  to  see  if  I  could  effect  an  entrance  through 
the  channel.  The  great  number  of  Avrecks  in  and  about  the  bar  has 
changed  the  whole  formation,  and  where  the  original  channel  was  we 
found  a  shallow  bar. 

I  sent  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  in  to  sound  and  buoy  out  a  chan¬ 
nel,  if  he  could  find  one,  with  orders  to  Commander  Guest  to  drag  for 
torpedoes  aud  be  ready  to  run  in  by  the  buoys  Avhen  ordered. 

The  examination  was  not  at  all  satisfactory.  A  very  narrow  and 
crooked  channel  was  partly  made  out  and  buoyed,  but  running  so  close 
to  the  upper  forts  that  boats  could  not  work  there. 

Lieutenant  Cushing  went  in  in  his  boat  as  far  as  Zeek’s  Island,  but  his 
researches  Avould  not  justify  my  attempting  the  passage  Avitli  six  double- 
enders,  some  of  which  had  burst  their  rifled  Parrott  guns  and  injured 
many  of  their  men. 

As  it  was  getting  late  and  the  troops  were  making  slow  progress  in 
landing,  I  withdrew  the  vessels  and  boats  that  were  searching  for  the 
channel  and  sent  them  to  help  land  the  troops;  otherwise  Ave  might 
have  succeeded  in  buoying  it  out,  though  it  was  a  difficult  thing  for 
the  boats  to  work  under  the  fire  of  the  upper  batteries. 

One  boat  belonging  to  the  Tacony  was  sunk  by  a  shell,  and  a  man 
had  his  leg  cut  off.  Still  they  stuck  to  their  work  until  ordered  to 
withdraw  for  other  duty. 
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In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  draw  your  attention  to  tlie  conduct  of 
Commander  Bhind  and  Lieutenant  Preston.  They  engaged  in  the  most 
perilous  adventure  that  was  perhaps  ever  undertaken,  and  though  no 
material  results  have  taken  place  from  the  effects  of  the  explosion  that 
we  know  of,  still  it  was  not  their  fault.  As  an  incentive  to  others,  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  them  for  promotion ;  also  that  of  Lieutenant 
B.  II.  Lamson,  who  piloted  them  in  and  brought  them  off.  Bo  one  in 
the  squadron  considered  that  their  lives  would  be  saved,  and  Captain 
Bhind  and  Lieutenant  Preston  had  made  an  arrangement  to  sacrifice 
themselves  in  case  the  vessel  was  boarded,  a  thing  likely  to  happen. 

I  enclose  herewith  report*  of  Commander  Bhind,  with  the  names  of 
the  gallant  fellows  who  volunteered  for  this  desperate  service.  Allow 
me  to  mention  also  the  name  of  Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
who  went  in  and  sounded  out  the  place  where  the  Louisiana  went  in. 
and  has  always  patiently  performed  every  duty  he  has  been  called  on 
to  carry  out. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  B.  Breese,  fleet 
captain,  for  carrying  about  my  orders  to  the  fleet  during  the  action  and 
for  his  general  usefulness;  to  Lieutenant  Commander  H.  A.  Adams, 
for  his  promptness  in  supplying  the  fleet  with  ammunition;  Lieutenant 
M.  W.  Sanders,  signal  officer,  whose  whole  time  was  occupied  in  making 
signals,  performed  his  duty  well,  and  my  aids,  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Terry 
and  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston,  afforded  me  valuable  assistance. 

I  have  not  yet  received  a  list  of  the  casualties,  but  believe  they  are 
very  few  from  the  enemy’s  guns. 

We  had  killed  and  wounded  about  45  persons  by  the  bursting  of  the 
Parrott  guns. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  no  more  be  introduced  into  the  service. 
There  is  only  one  kind  of  tiring  at  close  quarters  that  is  effective,  and 
that  is  from  the  IX,  X,  and  XI  inch  guns;  they  can  not  be  equaled. 

Until  further  orders  I  shall  go  on  and  hammer  away  at  the  forts, 
hoping  that  in  time  the  people  in  them  will  get  tired  and  hand  them  over 
to  us.  It  is  a  one-sided  business  altogether,  and  in  the  course  of  time 
we  must  dismount  their  guns,  if,  as  General  Weitzel  says,  we  can  not 
“injure  it  as  a  defensive  work.”  The  Government  may  also  think  it  of 
sufficient  importance  to  undertake  more  serious  operations  against 
these  works.  An  army  of  a  few  thousand  men  investing  it  would  soon 
get  into  it  with  the  aid  of  the  navy.  When  smooth  water  permits  I 
will  go  to  work  looking  for  a  channel  over  the  bar,  which  has  not  yet 
been  found  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  must  not  omit  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  moni¬ 
tors,  riding  out  heavy  gales  on  an  open  coast  without  murmuring  or 
complaining  of  the  want  of  comfort,  which  must  have  been  very  serious. 
They  have  shown  a  degree  of  fortitude  and  perseverance  seldom  wit¬ 
nessed.  Equally  brave  in  battle,  they  take  the  closest  work  with 
pleasure,  and  the  effect  of  their  shells  is  terrific.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  commanders,  and  I  hope  I  shall  ever  keep  them  under  my 
command: 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  commanding  Monadnock. 

Commander  E.  B.  Colhoun,  commanding  Saugus. 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  E.  Belknap,  commanding  Canonicus. 

Lieutenant  Commander  E.  E.  Potter,  commanding  Mahopac. 

There  are  about  1,000  men  left  on  shore  by  the  army  who  have  not 
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been  gotten  off  yet  on  account  of  the  surf  on  the  beach;  these  will  be 
gotten  oft  in  the  morning  and  the  soldiers  will  then  be  sent  home. 

I  enclose  general  order  for  the  attack. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  G. 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe.  Va., 

December  27 ,  1864 — 9:20  p.  m. 

The  powder  ship  was  exploded  within  300  yards  of  Fort  Fisher  at 
about  2  a.  m.  on  the  24th  instant.  Later  in  the  day  Admiral  Porter 
attacked  the  fort  and  adjacent  defenses,  and  renewed  the  bombardment 
on  Christmas  day.  On  each  occasion  we  drove  the  rebels  from  their 
guns  to  the  shelter  of  the  bombproofs,  so  as  to  effectually  silence  their 
Are. 

In  a  very  few  minutes  after  the  frigates  and  heavy  sloops  got  into 
position  a  detachment  of  troops  landed  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

Skirmishers  pushed  up  gallantly  to  the  fort  under  cover  of  our  fire. 
Some  of  the  more  daring  actually  entered  the  works  and  brought  off 
the  flag.  Troops  have  reembarked.  Bombardment  by  the  fort  con¬ 
tinues.  The  Santiago  de  Cuba  brings  north  Company  A  of  the  Forty- 
second  bTortli  Carolina,  captured  in  an  earthwork  to  the  northward  of 
Fort  Fisher  by  boats  from  the  fleet.  Left  Wilmington  yesterday.  Will 
reach  Washington  with  Admiral  Porter’s  dispatches  to-morrow. 

S.  W.  Preston, 

,r.  ^  Lieutenant ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  December  27,  1864. 

(Received  December  28,  1864.) 

Just  arrived  here  on  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  from  off  Wilmington 
Attack  on  Fort  Fisher  commenced  12  noon,  Saturday,  24th,  continuing 
till  night.  Resumed  Sunday  and  kept  up  with  great  vigor  throughout 
the  day.  Fort  much  damaged,  all  barracks  and  storehouses  burned 
garrison  driven  to  bombproofs,  scarcely  venturing  to  reply.  Small  por¬ 
tion  troops  landed  Sunday  afternoon.  Skirmishers  with  great  gal¬ 
lantry  pushed  up  to  the  fort  and  actually  penetrated  works,  killed  a 
bearer  of  dispatches  whilst  entering  the  fort,  and  Lieutenant  Waller 
[Walling]  of  One  hundred  and  forty-second  S ew  York  Regiment  cap¬ 
tured  rebel  flag  from  the  outer  bastion.  Troops  also  captured  a  whole 
battalion  rebel  troops  outside  the  works,  but  our  troops  were  withdrawn 
and  ordered  to  reembark. 

On  Sunday  three  boats’  crews  sent  by  Captain  Glisson  captured 
Lleventh  [Flag]  Pond  Hill  battery  with  65  men,  wrho  are  now  on  board 
Santiago. 
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The  powder  boat  explosion  was  successfully  made;  result  not  ascer¬ 
tained,  but  thought  to  have  done  some  damage. 

tc  ,  .  A.  Fulton. 

Ii  approved  please  let  this  go  to  Baltimore  American. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox,  F‘ 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  correcting  statement  regarding  bursting  of  a  Sun 

on  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet ,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir  .  In  my  dispatch  ot  the  -Oth  instant  I  stated  that  a  100-pounder 
had  burst  on  board  the  Susquehanna.  This  was  a  mistake,  which  I  now 
write  to  correct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

T,  Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  deploring  the  course  of  the  army  in  not  taking 

possession  of  the  forts. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U .  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  My  dispatch  of  yesterday  will  give  you  an  account  of  our  oper¬ 
ations,  but  will  scarcely  give  you  an  idea  of  my  disappointment  at  the 
conduct  of  the  army  authorities  in  not  attempting  to  take  possession 
ot  the  forts,  which  had  been  so  completely  silenced  by  our  guns;  they 
weie  so  blown  up,  burst  up,  and  torn  up  that  the  people  inside  had  no 
intention  of  fighting  any  longer.  Had  the  army  made  a  show  of  sur¬ 
rounding  it,  it  would  have  been  ours,  but  nothing  of  the  kind  was  done. 
The  men  landed,  reconn oitered,  and  hearing  that  the  enemy  were  mass¬ 
ing  troops  somewhere,  the  order  was  given  to  reembark. 

They  went  away  as  soon  as  the  majority  of  the  troops  were  on  the 
transports,  and  it  coming  on  to  blow  rather  fresh,  about  700  were  left 
on  shore;  they  have  been  there  ever  since  without  food  or  water,  hav¬ 
ing  landed  with  only  twenty-four  hours’  rations.  I  opened  communica¬ 
tion  with  them  this  morning,  and  supplied  them  with  provisions. 

To  show  that  the  rebels  have  no  force  here,  these  men  have  been  on 
shore  two  days  without  being  molested.  I  am  now  getting  them  off, 
and  it  has  taken  half  the  squadron  (with  the  loss  of  many  boats  in  the 
siux)  to  assist. 

J  can’t  conceive  what  the  army  expected  when  they  came  here;  it 
certainly  did  not  need  7,000  to  garrison  Fort  Fisher;  it  only  required 
1,000  to  garrison  all  these  forts,  which  are  entirely  under  the  guns  of 
Fort  Fisher;  that  taken,  the  river  is  open.  Could  I  have  found  a 
channel  to  be  relied  on  in  time,  I  would  have  put  the  small  vessels  in, 
even  if  I  had  got  a  dozen  of  them  sunk,  but  the  channel  we  did  find 
was  only  wide  enough  for  one  vessel,  turned  at  right  angles,  and  we 
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were  not  certain  of  the  soundings.  There  never  was  a  fort  that  invited 
soldiers  to  walk  in  and  take  possession  more  plainly  than  I  ort  L  ishe  , 
and  an  officer  got  on  the  parapet  even,  saw  no  one  inside,  and  brought 

awav  the  flag  we  had  cut  down.  .  ,  . 

A  soldier  goes  inside  through  the  sally  port,  meets  m  the  fort,  coming 
out  of  a  bomb  proof,  an  orderly  on  horseback;  shoots  the  orderly, 
searches  his  body,  and  brings  away  with  him  the  horse  and  communi 

cation  the  orderly  was  bearing,  to  send  up  fleldpieces. 

Another  soldier  goes  in  the  fort  and  brings  out  a  mule  that  was 
stowed  away;  and  another  soldier,  who  went  inside  while  our  shells 
were  falling,  shot  his  musket  into  a  bombproof,  where  he  saw  some 
rebels  assembled  together;  he  was  not  molested.  Ten  soldiers  who 
went  around  the  fort  were  wounded  by  our  shells.  All  the  men  wanted 
was  the  order  to  go  in,  but  because  every  gun  was  not  dismounted  by 
our  fire,  it  was  thought  that  the  fort  was  not  injured  as  a  defensive 
work,  and  that  it  would  be  to  lose  men  to  attack  it.  It  was  considered 
rash  to  attack  the  works  with  wooden  ships,  and  even  the  officers  who 
have  been  on  the  bar  for  a  long  time  (and  witnessed  the  building  ot 
the  works)  thought  that  half  of  the  ships  would  be  destroyed,  and  it 
was  said  that  the  only  hope  we  could  have  of  silencing  the  batteries 
was  in  case  the  powder  vessel  did  the  damage  expected.  VY  e  silenced 
the  guns  in  one  hour’s  time,  knocked  the  fort  all  to  pieces  inside  and 
out,  and  had  not  one  man  killed  (that  I  have  heard  of),  except  by  the 

bursting  of  our  own  guns,  in  the  entire  fleet. 

We  have  shown  the  weakness  of  this  work.  It  can  be  taken  at  any 
moment;  in  one  hour’s  time,  if  the  right  man  is  sent  with  the  troops. 
They  should  be  sent  here  to  stay,  land  with  a  month  s  provisions, 
intrenching  tools,  guns,  and  Coehorn  mortars.  Ten  thousand  men  will 
hold  the  whole  country.  The  rebels  have  been  able  to  send  here,  all 
told  about  4,000  men;  75  of  them  that  were  sent  to  observe  us  gave 
themselves  up  to  the  Navy.  Two  hundred  and  eighteen  men,  sent  on 
the  same  duty,  gave  themselves  up  to  our  reconnoitering  party,  and 
this  would  have  been  the  case  all  the  way  through.*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  know  what  they  would  do,  and  I  shall  send  and  ask  him  to  let  some 
of  his  troops  come  and  locate  themselves  in  Fort  Fisher.  If  I  can’t  do 
better,  I  will  land  the  sailors  and  try  if  we  can’t  have  full  credit  for 
what  we  do. 

I  trust,  sir,  you  will  not  think  of  stopping  at  this,  nor  ot  relaxing 
your  endeavors  to  obtain  the  right  kind  ot  troops  for  the  business,  the 
right  number,  and  the  proper  means  of  taking  the  place,  even  it  we  fail 

in  our  assault.  .  „  .  . 

Every  attack  we  make  we  will  improve  in  tiring,  and  it  the  weather 
would  permit  I  could  level  the  works  in  a  week’s  firing,  strong  as  they 
are,  but  there  is  only  one  day  in  six  that  a  vessel  can  anchor  so  close. 
YYe  fiad  a  most  beautiful  time,  and  the  weather  for  the  attack  was  just 
what  we  wanted. 

If  General  Hancock,  with  10,000  men,  was  sent  down  here,  we  could 
walk  right  into  the  fort. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


I).  C. 


*  Matter  omitted  erased  in  the  original. — Compilers. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admir;  I  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  effects  of  the  explosion. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  New  Inlet ,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir:  lam  enabled,  from  information  gained  from  prisoners,  to  tell 
yon  wliat  effect  the  explosion  had  on  tlie  rebels  in  and  about  Fort  Fisher. 
It  was  entirely  unexpected,  and  the  troops  were  mostly  asleep  at  the 
time.  It  created  a  perfect  panic,  stunned  and  disabled  the  men,  so 
that  they  refused  to  fight,  notwithstanding  all  the  efforts  of  their  offi¬ 
cers;  and  the  severe  bombardment  that  followed  so  completely  demor¬ 
alized  them  that  200  men  could  have  gone  in  and  taken  possession  of 
the  works. 

No  injury  was  done  to  the  forts  that  I  can  hear  of,  nor  were  any  of 
the  wooden  huts,  about  a  half  mile  off,  thrown  down ;  but  on  looking 
at  the  massive  structures  built  of  sandbags,  it  could  scarcely  be  expected 
to  move  them  by  such  a  process.  That  can  only  be  done  by  continued 
hammering  with  shot  and  shell. 

As  far  as  this  squadron  is  concerned,  the  forts  can  be  silenced  at  any 
moment,  and  taken  possession  of  by  a  well  organized  land  force. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  deploring  the  delayed  occupation  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Confidential.]  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  Since  my  communication  of  the  27th  it  has  been  blowing  and 
raining  incessantly,  with  a  heavy  sea  running,  precluding  the  possibility 
of  doing  anything  in  the  way  of  offensive  operations,  and  my  time  and 
that  of  half  the  squadron  has  been  taken  up  in  getting  from  shore  the 
troops  General  Butler  left  there. 

Finding  that  the  enemy  was  not  repairing  his  works,  and  was  dis¬ 
mounting  the  guns  in  Fort  Fisher,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  was 
doing  what  I  feared  he  would  do,  evacuate  the  present  works  and 
build  others  up  the  river  out  of  reach  of  our  guns,  and  where  he  knows 
no  vessel  of  ours  can  get  at  him ;  still,  it  will  take  him  a  month  to  do  it, 
and  I  thought  by  that  time  we  could  get  troops  to  help  carry  on  the 
operations. 

I  thought  it  best  under  the  circumstances  to  let  the  enemy  think  we 
had  abandoned  the  expedition  entirely,  and  sent  the  fleet  to  a  rendez¬ 
vous  off  Beaufort,  one  or  two  at  a  time,  to  look  as  if  they  were  crippled. 

I  shall  know  in  a  day  or  two  whether  the  move  will  have  its  effect. 
Fort  Fisher  is  ours  at  any  moment  when  we  can  get  a  moderate  and 
proper  kind  of  force  to  go  into  the  works  when  we  silence  them;  they 
may  get  100  guns  more  in  position  and  it  will  make  no  difference. 

They  are  evidently  impressed  with  their  weakness,  and  will  no  doubt 
try  to  remedy  the  defects  in  the  works.  At  no  time  did  I  permit  the 
vessels  to  open  on  them  with  all  their  batteries,  limiting  some  of  them 
to  about  two  shots  a  minute,  and  permitting  the  large  vessels  to  fight 
only  one  division  of  guns  at  a  time;  the  army  officers  thought  that  was 
the  heaviest  fire  they  had  ever  conceived  of.  And  now,  sir,  I  beg  that 
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you  will  allow  me  to  work  tliis  thing  out  and  leave  'nothing  undone  to 
take  the  place.  Could  I  depend  on  the  sailors  for  landing  I  would  ask 
no  army  force,  but  a  large  portion  of  the  crews  are  new  in  the  service, 
have  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  musket  or  drill,  and  I  intend  to  make 
no  mistakes  if  I  can  avoid  it.  A  repulse  is  always  demoralizing,  and 
sailors  can  not  stand  the  concentrated  fire  of  regular  troops.  I  have  a 
plan,  though,  by  which  I  could  attempt  to  throw  sailors  info  the  works, 
provided  they  are  not  evacuated  and  the  guns  transferred  to  a  higher 
point  on  the  river,  for  Fort  Fisher  can’t  be  held  half  an  hour  against 
the  attack  of  the  navy  and  land  forces  at  the  same  time.  When  I 
started  on  this  expedition,  you  may  remember,  I  said  how  the  place 
could  be  taken,  viz,  with  the  navy  attacking  it  by  water  and  12,000 
troops  properly  provided  to  work  on  the  land.  Well,  sir,  it  could  have 
been  taken  on  Christmas  with  500  men,  without  losing  a  soldier;  there 
were  not  20  [sic]  men  in  the  forts,  and  those  were  poor,  miserable, 
panic-stricken  people,  cowering  there  with  fear,  while  one  or  two  des¬ 
perate  men  in  one  of  the  upper  caseinates  some  distance  above  Fort 
Fisher  managed  to  tire  one  gun,  that  seldom  hit  anyone. 

I  feel  ashamed  that  men  calling  themselves  soldiers  should  have  left 
this  place  so  ingloriously ;  it  was,  however,  nothing  more  than  I 
expected  when  General  Butler  mixed  himself  up  in  this  expedition, 
starting  his  troops  out  from  Hampton  Roads  with  only  a  few  days’  pro¬ 
visions,  and  without  water,  trusting  to  the  steamers  to  make  it,  which 
they  could  not  do.  The  transports  were  so  frail  that  they  should  never 
have  left  Hampton  Roads;  the  result  was,  when  the  time  arrived  for 
action  the  troops  were  all  in  Beaufort.  He  had  time  then  to  get  enough 
of  them  to  New  Inlet;  he  and  three  transports  arrived  on  the  first  day 
while  we  were  firing,  when  the  beach  was  smooth,  and  having  2,000 
men  on  the  ground,  all  he  had  to  do  was  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  panic-stricken  garrison.  Almost  every  man  in  the  work  was 
stunned  by  the  explosion  and  unfit  for  duty ;  this  we  heard  from  the 
prisoners. 

It  is  scarcely  worthwhile  to  be  impatient  under  these  disappointments; 
the  Navy  will  have  to  meet  them  throughout  a  war  like  this,  where  so 
many  incompetent  men  in  the  Army  are  placed  in  charge  of  important 
trusts.  General  Butler  only  came  here  to  reap  the  credit  of  this  affair, 
supposing  that  the  explosion  would  sweep  the  works  off  from  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Had  he  supposed  in  the  first  instance  that  there  would 
have  been  difficulties  he  would  never  have  joined  the  expedition. 

General  Weitzel  went  on  shore,  determined  what  the  report  of  the 
defenses  would  be,  for  General  Butler  had  made  an  opinion  for  him. 
The  Department,  sir,  has  no  cause  to  be  dissatisfied  with  the  share  the 
Navy  has  taken  in  this  affair;  the  ships  did  their  work  so  beautifully 
that  you  will  hear  of  but  one  opinion  expressed  by  lookers-on. 

If  this  temporary  failure  succeeds  in  sending  General  Butler  into 
private  life,  it  is  not  to  be  regretted,  for  it  cost  only  a  certain  amount 
of  shells,  which  I  would  expend  in  a  month’s  target  practice  anyhow. 

I  am  going  to  send  a  vessel  down  to-day  to  General  Sherman,  and  I 
think  he  will  come  here  in  person;  it  is  his  shortest  route  to  Charleston 
to  take  ilmiugton  first.  All  I  ask  of  you,  sir,  is  not  to  withdraw  a 
single  ship.  I  have  plenty,  it  is  true,  but  each  man  now  knows  exactly 
what  he  has  to  do,  and  they  are  in  the  mood  to  attack  anything.  I  am 
sure  that  Sherman  must  have  entered  Savannah  yesterday;  he  will 
want  but  10,000  troops  to  hold  if,  and  will  be  too  glad  to  join  me  here’ 
then  you  will  see  how  this  prize  was  allowed  to  slip  through  our  fingers 
by  a  great  overcaution,  to  call  it  by  a  mild  name.  Again,  sir,  l  ask, 
please  don’t  break  up  the  present  squadron  of  attack  until  I  say  that  i 
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can't  yet  into  Fort  Fisher,  and  consequently  get  command  of  the  liver, 
which  is  at  this  moment  the  most  important  thing  to  be  done.  The 
blockade  running  once  stopped,  and  the  Confederacy  can’t  live  a  day. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  a  list  of  vessels  and  their  commanding 

officers  that  participated  in  the  attack. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  In  my  accounts  of  the  actions  of  the  24th  aud  25th  instant, 
against  Fort  Fisher,  I  omitted  mentioning  the  names  of  the  commanders 
of  the  different  vessels,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two.  This  might 
look  like  an  invidious  distinction,  which  was  not  intended  by  any  means, 
and  though  the  name  of  each  commander  is  well  known  to  the  public  I 
desire  to  correct  the  omission,  that  history  may  give  credit  to  those 
eugagei  I  in  these  actions.  The  following  are  the  names  of  all  the  vessels 
engaged  with  the  forts,  and  the  names  of  their  commanders.  Having 
so  well  performed  their  part  in  reducing  these  formidable  works  to  a 
condition  where  they  could  be  easily  taken  possession  of,  they  are  enti¬ 
tled  to  all  the  credit  that  they  have  so  well  earned : 


Vessel. 

Commander. 

Vessel. 

Commander. 

Vanderbilt . 

Capt.  C.  W.  Pickering. 

Capt.  B.  F.  Sands. 

Mohican . 

Commander  D.  Ammen. 

Fort  Jackson  . . . 

Colorado . 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Santiago  deCuba 

Capt.  0.  S.  Glisson. 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey. 
Capt.  M.  Smith. 

Tacony . 

Lieut.  Commander  AV.  T. 

Wabash . 

Truxtun. 

Susquehanna . 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon. 

Osceola . 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz. 

Chippewa . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  W. 

Powhatan . 

Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck. 

Weaver. 

Capt.  VV.  R.  Taylor. 

Lieut.  Commander  P.  G.  Wat 
mough. 

Sassacus . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  L.  Davis. 

Kansas . 

Maratanza . 

Lieut.  Commander  G.  W. 
Young. 

Yantic . 

Lieut.  Commander  T.  C.  Har 

Rhode  Island  .... 

Commander  S.  I).  Trencliard. 

ris. 

Mount  Vernon*. . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  James 

Maumee . . . 

Lieut.  Commander  R.  Chan- 

Trathen. 

dler. 

Britannia . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  S. 

Mackinaw . 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont. 

Huse. 

Ticonderoga . 

Capt.  C.  Steedman. 

Quaker  City . 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer. 

Pawtuxet . 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts. 

Iosco  . 

Commander  John  Guest. 

Shenandoah  . 

Capt.  D.  B.  Ridgeiy. 

Howquah . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  W. 

Seneca . . 

Lieut.  Commander  M.  Sicard. 

Balch. 

N  ew  Ironsides . . . . 

Commodore  Win.  Radford. 

Wilderness . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey. 

Monadnock . 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott. 

Cherokee . 

ActingMaster  AV.E.  Dennison. 

Canonicus . 

Lieut.  Commander  George  E. 
llelknap. 

A.  D.  Vance . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  H. 
Upshur. 

Mahopac . 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  E.  Pot- 

Moccasin . 

Acting  Ensign  James  Brown. 
Lieut.  R.  H.  Lamson. 

ter. 

Gettysburg . 

Saugus  . 

Commander  E.  K.  Colhoun. 

Alabama . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  Frank 

Nyack . 

Lieut.  Commander  L.  H.  New- 

Smith. 

man. 

Keystone  State  . . 

Commander  H.  Rolando. 

Unadilla . 

Lieut.  Commander F.  M.  Ram 

Nansemond . 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter. 

say. 

Emma . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  C. 

Huron . 

Lieut.  Commander  T.  0.  Self- 

Dunn. 

ridge. 

Tristram  Shandy 

Acting  Ensign  Benjamin 

Pequot . 

Lieut.  Commander  D.  L. 

Wood. 

Braine. 

Governor  Buck- 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J. 

Pontoosuc . 

Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  G. 

ingham. 

MacDiarmid. 

Temple. 

Litte  Ada..  .  — 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts. 

Nereus . 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell. 

*  See  abstract  log  IT.  S.  S.  Mount  Vernon ,  p 

342. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  the  Saugus,  Commander  Colhoun,  was 
not  in  the  first  day’s  fight.  She  arrived  from  Hampton  Hoads  the 
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morning  of  the  25th,  just  in  time  to  take  her  place  with  the  other 
monitors,  and  anchored  within  800  yards  of  Fort  Fisher  ;  th  ugh  there 
was  no  response  of  any  consequence  from  the  fort,  she  did  good  service 
in  knocking  away  traverses,  etc.,  and  only  fired  slowly  until  the  army 
should  come  up.  At  no  time  during  this  day’s  work  did  any  vessel 
open  all  her  batteries;  the  order  was  to  “fight  only  one  division  of 
guns  from  each  vessel.”  Some  vessels  only  fired  one  shot  or  shell  per 
minute,  holding  on  for  the  moment  when  it  was  expected  the  troops 
would  approach  and  enter,  for  that  would  have  been  the  result.  I  can 
not  conceal  my  dissatisfaction,  nor  can  the  officers  under  my  command, 
at  the  turn  things  have  taken.  My  first  dispatch  to  the  Department  will 
show  you  how  sanguine  I  was  that  the  works  would  be  ours  before  sun¬ 
set  if  the  troops  came  up.  1  supposed  that  the  assaulting  was  a  matter 
of  course,  knowing  that  as  soon  as  the  troops  landed  and  surrounded 
the  works  in  the  rear  the  white  flag  would  be  hung  out.  But  reports 
of  large  armies  coming  up  to  the  relief  of  the  rebels  changed  all  the 
general’s  plans,  if  he  ever  had  any.  To  show  how  absurd  such  appre¬ 
hensions  were,  every  rebel  soldier  seen  gave  himself  up  the  moment 
our  troops  were  ashore,  when  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  their  own 
people;  this  would  have  been  the  case  all  the  way  through  had  the 
troops  all  landed. 

General  Butler  mentions  in  his  letter  to  me  that  he  had  captured 
Flag  Pond  battery  with  65  men,  and  Half  Moon  battery  with  218  men 
and  7  officers. 

This  is  making  capital  out  of  very  small  material.  Flag  Pond  bat¬ 
tery  was  some  loose  sand  thrown  up,  behind  which  the  rebels  used  to 
lie  with  fieldpieces  and  fire  at  our  blockaders  when  they  chased  “run¬ 
ners”  inshore.  It  does  not  deserve  the  name  of  a  work ;  65  or  70  rebels 
in  it  came  forward  and  delivered  themselves  up  to  the  navy  and  were 
taken  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  men  in  Half  Moon  battery 
(which  is  no  work  at  all,  and  exactly  like  the  other)  came  forward  and 
delivered  themselves  up  to  the  army;  they  could  easily  have  escaped 
had  they  desired  to  do  so.  There  were  no  guns  in  these  temporary 
works,  and  no  protection  in  the  rear.  The  country  will  scarcely  be 
cajoled,  as  it  has  been  a  hundred  times  duiing  this  war, by  announcement 
of  captures  having  no  foundation  whatever.  I  am  not  very  particular,  I 
am  well  aware,  how  I  express  myself  in  these  cases.  I  have  always 
said  what  I  thought  since  the  first  day  I  took  up  arms  to  fight  this 
rebellion,  and  I  intend  to  do  so  (impolitic  though  it  may  be)  until  the 
war  is  over. 

I  intend  to  write  my  share  of  the  history  of  this  rebellion  ana  place 
it  on  record  where  future  historians  can  have  access  to  it.  1  have 
never  omitted  to  give  the  army  full  credit  when  cooperating  with  it, 
and  I  shall  unhesitatingly  say  what  I  think  when  an  expedition  is  trifled 
with  and  treated  as  if  it  was  a  grand  tournament  for  the  amusement  of 
lookers-on.  From  beginning  to  end  the  military  part  of  the  expedition 
has  been  a  failure. 

In  the  first  place,  the  men  were  thrown  into  indifferent  transports 
(that  could  not  even  condense  water)  and  with  only  ten  days’  rations: 
a  storm  was  just  commencing  which  lasted  five  days,  during  which 
time  nothing  could  be  done.  Instead  of  rendezvousing  at  Beaufort, 
N.  0.,  they  anchored  with  the  fleet  out  at  sea;  they  were  driven  away 
the  first  gale,  which  the  monitors  and  our  smallest  tugs  rode  out.  It 
was  never  intended  by  the  commander  of  the  troops  that  they  should 
do  anything  when  they  came  down  here  except  to  enter  the  works  we 
had  silenced;  that  we  could  have  done  ourselves  without  the  aid  of  the 
soldiers,  had  the  fort  surrendered. 
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We  all  know  very  well  that  a  fort  on  shore,  unless  attacked  by  troops 
at  the  same  time  ships  are  bombarding,  will  always  hold  out  against 
the  ships,  that  is,  the  enemy  will  leave  the  works  (and  let  the  ships 
lire  away)  and  enter  again  when  the  ships  have  gone.  We  know  from 
the  history  of  this  war  that  in  no  case  have  we  failed  to  take  a  fortifi- 
cation  where  the  troops  did  their  share  of  the  work,  and  this  is  what 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  Butler  failed  to  do.  The  brave 
fellows  who  showed  the  way  into  the  works  and  brought  off  horses, 
mules,  and  Hags  should  have  their  names  chronicled  far  and  near.  Had 
the  same  spirit  been  felt  in  other  quarters,  Christmas  would  have  been 
a  happier  day  than  usual  with  the  nation.  There  was  evidently  a  mis¬ 
apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  military  leader  that  we  could  not  cover 
and  protect  troops  on  shore. 

This  fleet  demonstrated  its  ability  to  hold  on  at  anchor  in  deep  water, 
and  20  miles  from  shore,  through  a  heavy  gale  from  the  southward- 
all  gales  from  this  direction,  however,  never  blowing  home,  or  blowing 
less  as  the  shore  is  approached.  The  only  gales  to  be  dreaded  here  are 
the  northeasters,  and  then  the  vessels  would  lie  along  the  shore  with 
their  broadsides  bearing  on  the  beach.  This  beet  would  drive  oft  an 
army  of  300,000  men  (intrenched  or  attacking)  on  such  a  level  field  as 
that  where  our  troops  landed. 

Seven  hundred  men  were  left  on  the  beach  by  General  Butler  when 
he  departed  for  Fortress  Monroe,  and  we  had  no  difficulty  in  protecting 
them  from  the  rebel  army,  said  to  be  in  the  background,  which  was  a 
very  small  army  after  all. 

General  Bragg  must  have  been  very  agreeably  disappointed  when  he 
saw  our  troops  going  away  without  firing  a  shot,  and  to  see  an  expedi¬ 
tion  costing  millions  of  dollars  given  up,  when  the  hollowness  of  the 
rebel  shell  was  about  to  be  exposed. 

All  through  this  war  we  have  lost  chances  never  to  be  recovered 
owing  to  the  timidity  of  commanders,  and  their  hesitating  to  attack 
what  offers  itself  the  most  easy  of  conquest.  The  report  of  an  army 
coming  up  (which  army  never  existed)  changes  the  whole  plan  of  a 
campaign,  when,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  better  to  face  the  army  of 
the  enemy  and  see  what  stuff  they  are  made  of. 

Here  was  our  fleet  of  (!00  guns  commanding  a  peninsula  2  miles  wide 
only,  and  able  to  cover  for  miles  any  number  of  troops  we  might  land. 
I  call  this  a  dead  failure;  there  is  no  use  in  mincing  matters,  for  though 
the  navy  did  all  that  was  expected  of  it,  or  could  do,  we  gained  no 
results.  We  will  only  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  naval 
part  was  well  and  handsomely  done,  and  that  we  will  do  it  again  the 
first  opportunity. 

It  is  now  blowing  heavy  from  the  S.  W.,  and  the  larger  vessels  are 
riding  it  out  nicely  outside.  This  is  the  only  wind  we  care  for  on  this 
coast;  in  all  the  other  gales  we  can  find  a  lee. 

If  you,  sir,  have  no  intention  of  making  any  change  m  the  number 
of  vessels  in  this  squadron,  I  would  respectfully  say,  let  us  work  this 
matter  through,  at  least  defer  any  changes  until  I  say  that  we  have 
given  up  taking  the  forts. 

The  rebels  will  no  doubt  claim  a  victory;  a  failure  is  halt  a  victory; 
they  foreshadowed  the  failure  in  their  papers,  and  stated  what  would  be 

the  cause,  which  came  true. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  criticisms  on  the  report  of  Major- 

General  Butler,  U.  S.  Army. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

77.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Gape  Fear  River,  January  22,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  read  the  report  of  Major  General  Butler  in  relation  to 
the  late  expedition  to  Wilmington  (in  which  lie  bore  a  part),  and  though 
late  results  (the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher)  have  completely  refuted  the 
assertions  of  Generals  Butler  and  Weitzel,  I  deem  it  due  to  the  naval 
part  of  the  expedition  that  General  Butler’s  report  should  receive  some 
notice  at  my  hands. 

To  use  the  mildest  terms  I  can,  I  pronounce  the  whole  report  a  tissue 
of  misstatements  from  beginning  to  end,  scarcely  equaled  by  the  mis¬ 
statements  made  regarding  the  lieutenant-general. 

The  navy  had  been  waiting  for  two  months  to  start  on  this  expedi¬ 
tion,  but  for  reasons  known  to  the  lieutenant  general  and  myself,  and 
which  were  perfectly  satisfactory  to  me,  the  proper  time  was  waited  for; 
we  wanted  a  success,  not  a  failure. 

General  Weitzel  was  selected,  and  General  Butler’s  name  was  never 
connected  with  the  expedition,  except  to  fit  it  out.  When  the  expedi¬ 
tion  did  prepare  to  start,  it  was  going  to  the  attack  on  the  supposition 
that  the  powder  vessel  (originally  proposed  by  General  Butler)  would 
blow  the  forts  down,  and  the  troops  would  have  nothing  to  do  but  to 
walk  in. 

I  was  not  opposed,  myself,  to  the  experiment  (for  I  think  everything 
worth  trying)  and  gave  all  my  time  and  attention  to  the  enterprise  and 
fitting  out  the  vessel.  I  was  hard  at  work  getting  ready,  filling  her 
with  powder,  and  had  placed  her  in  the  carpenter’s  hands,  the  weather 
looking  very  squally.  J udge  of  my  surprise  when  General  Butler  came 
on  board  the  flagship  at  Norfolk  and  told  me  he  was  embarking  the 
troops  in  transports  and  would  be  ready  to  start  in  two  days.  I  told 
him  that  was  out  of  the  question;  a  heavy  southwest  gale  was  coming 
on  that  would  last  three  days  at  least,  and  we  could  not  go  to  sea  at 
such  a  time,  neither  could  his  transports  move.  My  advice  was  “  not  to 
embark  the  men  until  the  gale  was  over.” 

He  did  embark  the  troops,  nevertheless;  the  gale  blew  heavy  for  four 
days,  and  the  troops  must  have  been  very  uncomfortable.  At  the  end 
of  that  gale  the  fleet  sailed.  I  told  General  Butler  that  my  vessels 
were  all  slow,  the  monitors  would  have  to  be  towed,  would  have  to  go 
into  Beaufort  to  fill  up  with  ammunition  and  coal,  as  I  was  afraid  to 
venture  them  at  sea  with  too  much  in.  I  advised  him  to  wait  until  we 
had  got  thirty-six  hours  start  of  him,  and  also  recommended  him  to 
rendezvous  at  Beaufort,  N.  (  ’.,  where  he  would  fiud  a  good  harbor. 
Even  up  to  this  time  he  did  not  tell  me  that  he,  himself,  was  going 
along,  but  led  me  to  believe  General  Weitzel  was  to  be  in  command. 
He  did  not  take  my  opinion  about  sailing;  his  transports  sailed  before 
any  of  the  fleet  except  the  monitors,  and  instead  of  rendezvousing  at 
Beaufort,  where  I  could  hope  to  find  him,  he  rendezvoused  off  Mason- 
boro  Inlet,  showed  his  flagship,  decked  out  with  flags,  to  the  enemy  at 
Fort  Fisher,  and  had  one  of  his  transports  fired  on  by  guns  near  the 
fort.  In  the  meantime,  I  worked  night  and  day  at  Beaufort  to  get  the 
monitors  ready  and  complete  the  arrangements  for  the  powder  boat, 
and  I  sailed  when  ready. 

There  was  no  time  when  any  troops  could  have  landed  without  dan¬ 
ger  up  to  the  time  the  first  attack  took  place.  I  was  to  be  the  judge 
of  that,  not  General  Butler;  for  I  had  not  that  faith  in  his  generalship 
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which  would  induce  me  to  follow  him  blindly,  though  I  determined  to 
do  all  I  could  for  him  and  make  the  expedition  a  success  if  possible. 

I  soon  saw,  though,  that  General  Butler  depended  on  the  powder  boat 
entirely,  and  I  said  we  would  have  no  assault,  from  the  beginning. 

1  will  now  proceed  to  notice  General  Butler’s  report  in  detail  and  state 
where  it  is  incorrect. 

He  first  says  he  gave  the  navy  thirty-six  hours  start.  That  is  untrue. 
The  transports  started  before  the  navy,  or  disappeared ;  General  Butler, 
himself,  left  after  I  did.  He  speaks  of  the  “finest  possible  weather”  he 
had  at  sea,  but  says  nothing  about  the  surf  on  the  beach ;  no  boat  could 
land  on  the  beach  unless  the  wind  has  been  blowing  strong  off  the  land, 
and  on  the  days  in  question,  by  looking  at  the  log  book,  you  will  find 
the  wind  blowing  S.  W.  and  S.  On  the  loth  the  monitors  had  not 
arrived  at  Beaufort,  and  on  the  16th  and  17th  were  coaling  and  filling 
with  ammunition  and  had  to  wait  a  smooth  time  to  get  over  the  bar, 
the  wind  blowing  S.  W.  on  the  16th,  17th,  and  18th,  and  throwing  in  a 
heavy  surf  on  the  beach.  On  last  of  these  nights  Mr.  Bradford,  of  the 
Coast  Survey,  came  near  being  capsized  in  the  breakers  while  making 
a  reeonnoissance.  It  was  General  Butler’s  duty  to  have  rendezvoused 
at  Beaufort  and  wait  until  the  monitors  and  powder  boat  (on  which  he 
so  much  depended)  were  ready;  the  movements  of  the  light  transports 
should  have  been  subordinate  to  the  large  and  slow-moving  frigates 
and  ironclads,  and  he  should  have  been  where  he  could  have  arranged 
wTith  me  all  the  details  of  the  attack.  But  no;  he  kept  out  of  my  way, 
and  I  think  did  it  studiously.  When  I  arrived  on  the  ground  of  the 
naval  rendezvous  with  the  monitors  I  found  General  Butler  there. 

I  ordered  the  powder  boat  in  on  the  night  of  the  18th  (the  smoothest 
beach  we  had  had),  but  at  General  Butler’s  request,  communicated 
through  General  Weitzel,  in  the  presence  of  the  fleet  captain  (Lieuten¬ 
ant-Commander  K.  B.  Breese),  I  postponed  the  explosion  until  General 
Butler  should  say  he  was  ready.  The  correspondence  on  this  subject 
has  all  been  sent  to  you,  and  you  can  judge  for  yourself  how  far  General 
Butler’s  statement  is  true. 

General  Butler  states  that  “Admiral  Porter  was  quite  sanguine  that 
he  had  silenced  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher;  he  was  then  urged,  if  that  was 
so,  to  run  by  the  batteries  into  Cape  Fear  River,  and  then  troops  could 
land  and  hold  the  beach  without  difficulty  or  without  liability  of  being- 
shelled  by  the  enemy’s  gunboat  Tallahassee ,  seen  on  the  river.”  That 
is  a  deliberate  misstatement.  General  Butler  does  not  say  who  urged 
me,  but  I  never  saw  him  or  his  staff  after  the  landing  on  the  beach,  nor 
did  I  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him,  or  see  him  (except  on  the 
deck  of  his  vessel  as  I  passed  by  in  the  flagship)  from  the  time  I  left 
Fortress  Monroe  until  he  left  here  after  his  failure. 

He  showed  himself  by  that  remark  just  as  ignorant  about  hydrog¬ 
raphy  as  the  rebel  General  Whiting  did  when  he  built  his  fort  where 
he  supposed  large  ships  could  not  get  near  enough  to  attack  it.  Neither 
myself  nor  anyone  in  the  squadron  had  the  faintest  idea  where  the 
channel  was,  or  what  depth  of  water  there  was  in  it.  We  knew  there 
was  an  outer  and  inside  bar,  between  which  was  included  the  heaviest 
fortifications  in  this  country,  on  which  bars  the  blockade  runners  con¬ 
stantly  grounded  and  had  "to  wait  for  high  water  to  get  off'.  After  we 
had  no  guns  to  annoy  us,  and  I  had  the  channel  sounded  out  and  care¬ 
fully  buoyed,  nearly  all  the  gunboats  of  light  draft  got  badly  aground 
and  remained  there  for  a  whole  tide.  We  were  forty-eight  hours  get¬ 
ting  gunboats  of  light  batteries  over  the  first  bar,  and  they  had  to 
anchor  under  the  guns  of  the  heaviest  forts.  They  would  have  fared 
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badly  had  the  rebels  manned  them.  Three  days  were  cprtsumed  in  get¬ 
ting' the  gunboats  over  the  rips,  and  one  of  them  is  stuck  there  still. 
The  rips  were  commanded  by  about  twenty  X-inch  guns  and  10D- 
pounders,  and  not  a  gunboat  would  have  been  leit  had  they  attempted 
to  run  the  batteries.  It  might  have  been  sport  to  General  Butler,  but 
it  would  have  been  death  to  the  gunboats.  I  never  had  the  slightest 
intention  of  passing  the  batteries  until  the  fort  was  taken,  the  Depart 
inent  saw  my  plan  and  the  utter  impossibility  of  doing  so. 

I  would  certainly  not  have  been  influenced  by  G eneral  Butler’s  opinions 
in  nautical  matters,  or  risked  my  vessels  to  amuse  him. 

All  the  next  paragraph  in  General  Butler’s  report,  in  relation  to  what 
the  admiral  said,  aud  what  the  admiral  declined  to  do,  is  false  from 
beginning  to  end.  I  never  had  any  conversation  ot  the  kind  with  any¬ 
one;  indeed,  the  whole  report  is  a  tissue  of  misrepresentations,  includ¬ 
ing  the  part  that  says  the  instructions  he  received  did  not  contemplate 
a  siege,  etc.,  when  he  knows  he  never  received  any  instructions,  and 
joined  the  expedition  without  orders. 

General  Butler  speaks  of  pushing  up  his  men  to  within  a  few  hun¬ 
dred  yards  of  Fort  Fisher  and  capturing  Half  Moon  battery  and  its  men. 

The  general  certainly  must  have  had  something  in  his  eye  and  did 
not  see  well.  Half  Moon  battery  is  4  miles  from  Fort  Fisher,  had  one 
gun  in  it,  which  was  silenced  after  a  few  shots  from  the  gunboats  and 
no  one  ever  entered  it.  It  was  a  small  sand  hill  that  20  men  could  have 
taken.  Flag  Pond  battery  was  a  larger  work  thrown  up  by  the  rebels, 
in  which  was  one  8-inch  gun  that  had  burst  some  time  ago.  The  gun¬ 
boats  shelled  it,  and  on  the  landing  of  the  first  boat  load  of  troops  the 
seamen  weut  up  and  found  some  boys  and  old  men  in  it  (Korth  Carolina 
Junior  Reserves),  and  carried  them  off  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  The 
prisoners  were  quite  willing  to  go.  The  troops  afterwards  surprised 
218  officers  and  men  near  Fort  Fisher  and  captured  them. 

General  Butler  speaks  of  having  run  in  the  Chamberlin  to  within  a 
few  hundred  yards  of  the  fort;  if  he  ran  that  close  and  was  not  fired 
at  he  must  have  supposed  the  fort  was  silenced;  but  he  never  was 
within  one  mile  and  a  half  of  the  fort,  nor  did  he  ever  land,  himself. 

What  General  Butler  says  about  the  difficulties  of  assaulting,  owing 
to  palisades,  ditches,  and  other  bugbears,  has  been  refuted  by  the  success¬ 
ful  assault  made  by  General  Terry  on  the  land  side,  and  the  unsuccessful 
one  made  by  the  sailors  on  the  sea  face  of  the  fort,  when  30  gallant 
officers  and  seamen  reached  the  top  of  the  parapet  and  planted  the  flag. 
Soldiers  who  were  accustomed  to  the  work  would  have  succeeded  there 
easier  than  where  General  Terry  assaulted,  as  the  ascent  (where  the 
sailors  went  in)  was  easier. 

The  same  troops  that  General  Butler  had  did  the  work  finally,  and 
took  the  most  difficult  side  of  the  works. 

General  Butler  admits  that  the  fire  of  the  navy  did  keep  the  enemy 
in  his  bombproofs,  but  he  feared  it  would  keep  his  (Butler’s)  men  out 
when  they  attempted  to  assault.  General  Terry  was  influenced  by  no 
such  fear;  on  the  contrary  we  fired  20  yards  ahead  of  our  troops  while 
they  were  fighting  from  bombproof  to  bombproof,  and  the  general  con¬ 
stantly  signaled,  “Fire  away;  your  shells  are  doing  good  execution  and 
our  men  are  in  no  danger  from  them.” 

In  the  meantime  (General  Butler  says)  “The  weather  assumed  a 
threatening  aspect,  and  the  surf  came  rolling  in  on  the  beach,  aud  the 
landing  became  difficult.” 

I  assert  that  the  landing  on  that  day  was  smoother  than  when  Gen¬ 
eral  Terry  landed.  I  arranged  with  General  Butler’s  chief  of  staff. 
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General  Weitzel,  to  land  the  troops  early  in  the  morning.  I  gave  him 
boats,  vessels,  everything,  in  fact,  that  he  asked  lor,  and  at  3  o’clock 
p.  m.  not  more  than  3,000  men  were  on  shore,  with  one  day’s  rations. 
With  General  Terry  I  commenced  to  land  the  men  at  8.30  a.  m.,  and  at 
-  p.  m.  8,500  men  were  on  the  beach,  with  twelve  days’  provisions  and 
all  the  intrenching  tools.  The  men  were  rolled  over  in  the  surf,  wet 
their  cartridges,  and  tilled  up  with  more. 

They  went  there  to  stay,  and  I  knew  we  would  have  the  fort  before 
many  days,  from  the  conduct  of  the  men  and  officers.  There  was  no 
necessity  for  General  Butler  reembarking  his  men  on  account  of  the 
weather;  it  was  rough  on  the  beach,  but  our  boats  from  the  fleet  com¬ 
municated  at  times  and  when  it  was  necessary.  The  gunboats  laid 
within  COO  yards  of  the  beach  and  covered  the  troops  left  on  shore 
when  the  general  went  away  after  hearing  the  news  from  some  North 
Carolina  Reserves  that  Hoke’s  Brigade  was  advancing  and  that  the 
fort  was  strongly  reinforced ;  but  what  if  it  was,  we  came  down  here  to 
take  it,  and  General  Terry  with  the  same  men  did  take  it;  they  were 
determined  to  follow  their  brave  general  wherever  he  might  think 
proper  to  lead. 

After  General  Butler  left  for  Fortress  Monroe  it  was  rather  rough, 
too  rough  to  land  troops  or  bring  them  off;  but  it  only  lasted  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  the  troops  came  off'  without  much  difficulty;  in  fact, 
there  was  no  time  when  communication  stopped  altogether. 

Had  General  Butler  commenced  landing  men  (with  the  determination 
to  stay)  at  8  o’clock  in  the  morning  they  would  all  have  been  ashore 
by  sunset. 

We  landed  General  Terry’s  8,500  men  in  live  and  one-half  hours, 
and  had  time  to  give  the  fort  a  good  battering  before  dark. 

General  Butler  says  he  gave  orders  to  the  transports  to  sail  for 
Fortress  Monroe  as  soon  as  the  troops  were  on  board,  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  the  lieutenant-general. 

General  Grant  never  contemplated  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops;  he 
sent  them  there  to  stay,  and  having  once  effected  a  landing  he  knew 
that  the  most  difficult  part  was  done.  The  army  was  in  possession  of 
that  narrow  neck  of  land,  and  covered  by  the  guns  of  the  fleet,  the 
capture  of  Fort  Fisher  was  a  mere  matter  of  time.  (In  a  heavy  gale 
blowing  yesterday  and  to-day  the  vessels  outside  did  not  desert  their 
posts.) 

General  Butler  states  that  the  garrison  of  Flag  Pond  battery  belonged 
to  Kirkland’s  Brigade.  He  is  in  error  there;  they  were  a  part  of  the 
Junior  North  Carolina  Reserves. 

He  also  states  that  he  captured  2  heavy  rifled  guns,  2  light  guns, 
some  caissons,  etc.  No  such  captures  were  ever  made,  and  the  captured 
forts  about  which  so  much  has  been  written  were  rough  earthworks 
thrown  up  for  the  purpose  of  tiring  at  blockaders  when  they  chased 
close  inshore;  they  made  no  resistance  after  a  few  shots  were  fired  by 
the  gunboats. 

1  have  nothing  to  say  in  relation  to  General  Weitzel’s  report  beyond 
this — he  has  made  mistakes  in  his  statements.  He  admits  that  he 
requested  me  to  wait  a  few  days  until  we  could  cooperate  more  favora¬ 
bly,  on  which  I  suppose  General  Butler  grounds  his  belief  that  the 
navy  detained  him. 

I  did  wait,  and  have  waited  ever  since,  until  the  right  man  and  a 
good  time  offered  to  take  the  forts.  They  were  taken,  as  I  said  they 
could  be,  and  that  is  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  the  navy,  on 
whom  it  was  foolishly  attempted  to  fix  this  blunder. 
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As  it  has  turned  out,  the  first  failure  had  its  advantages,  aud  the 
country  will  derive  great  comfort  therefrom. 

If  General  Butler  had  not  descended  to  a  subterfuge  to  cover  his  mis¬ 
takes,  I  would  willingly  have  allowed  him  to  go  into  retirement  with  the 
honors  he  has  won,  but  no  man  shall  reflect  unjustly  on  me  or  the  corps 
to  which  I  belong  without  his  hearing  from  me  in  someway  or  other. 

The  enclosed  papers*  may,  perhaps,  throw  some  light  on  the  Wil 
mington  matter.  If  they  prove  to  be  true,  the  accused  merits  a  severer 
punishment  than  the  odium  cast  upon  him  by  the  public.  If  they  are 
not  true,  he  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  fact. 

I  have  sent  you  documents  and  extracts  from  log  books  to  show  that 
what  I  say  is  correct,  and  the  log  books  of  the  whole  fleet  can  be 
examined  if  necessary. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  I  don’t  see  what  it  matters  whether 
General  Butler’s  troops  landed  one  day  or  another;  he  decided  the  fort 
could  not  be  taken  when  he  did  laud;  he  could  not  expect  the  rebels  to 
leave  a  work  like  that  with  less  than  500  men  in  it,  and  he  certainly  could 
have  tried  to  assault  that  number.  General  Terry  had  2,300  to  contend 
against,  and  he  carried  the  works  without  a  very  serious  loss,  consider¬ 
ing  the  importance  of  the  position  to  the  country. 

I  enclose  you  the  report!  of  the  rebel  General  Whiting,  who  states 
plainly  that  “no  reinforcements  had  arrived  until  Tuesday  morning 
(the  27th),  when  all  our  troops  were  embarked.” 

If  the  evidence  already  presented  is  doubted,  the  report  of  General 
Whiting  can  not  be;  therefore  the  excuse  for  reembarking  the  troops 
because  the  forts  had  been  reinforced  by  Hoke’s  Division  is  a  poor  one. 

General  Whiting  says:  “The  garrison  remained  steadily  awaiting 
the  renewal  of  the'assault  or  bombardment  until  Tuesday  morning  (the 
27th),  when  they  were  relieved  by  the  supports  of  Major-General  Hoke 
and  the  embarkation  of  the  enemy.”  This  was  two  days  after  the 
attack  of  the  navy  and  the  landing  and  reembarking  of  the  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear -Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  making  criticisms  on  the  military  operations. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort ,  N.  0.,  January  9, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  understand  that  there  is  now  an  attempt  being  made  to  create 
an  impression  that  I  delayed  much  longer  than  was  necessary,  and 
could  have  attacked  on  the  18th  as  well  as  on  the  24th.  I  don’t  see 
what  that  lias  to  do  with  the  question  under  discussion.  We  went 
down  to  silence  the  batteries;  demoralize  the  men  in  the  forts  so  that 
the  army  could  easily  assault  the  works.  It  would  be  a  matter  of  no 
consequence  whether  this  was  done  on  the  18th  or  the  25th,  as  long  as 
we  did  our  share  of  the  work  effectively,  which  I  believe  no  one  denies. 
If  the  army,  after  landing  on  the  25th,  would  not  undertake  the  assault, 


*  These  papers  are  omitted  as  unnecessary  to  publish.  They  have  been  printed  in 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy  for  1865,  pp.  69-70,  and  in  Report  on  the  Con¬ 
duct  of  the  War,  volume  2,  Fort  Fisher  Expedition,  pp.  208,  209. 
t  See  p.  365. 
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they  would  not  have  done  so  on  the  18th.  The  delay,  if  any,  gave  them 
1,000  men  more,  a  large  steamer  and  another  transport  under  General 
Ames  having  come  in  on  that  day. 

hen  General  Gutter  was  about  to  start  from  Fortress  Monroe  (having 
embarked  his  men  in  a  storm  when  1  told  him  he  could  not  possibly 
leave  for  three  days)  1  requested  him  to  wait  a  day  after  1  sailed,  as  my 
vessels  were  slow,  and  1  would  have  to  till  up  the  powder  vessel ;  but 
finding  that  the  monitors  were  going,  he  started  off  for  the  rendezvous 
he  had  established  himself,  showed  himself  and  some  of  his  transports 
to  the  enemy,  was  tired  at  by  the  forts,  and  revealed  our  whole  design. 

Now  for  the  log  book :  On  the  10th  December  wind  was  S.,  with  a 
swell  rolling  in  on  the  beach,  so  that  no  boat  could  land;  one  hour  only 
during  the  day  was  there  a  N.  W.  breeze. 

On  the  17th,  wind  S.  W.,  a  heavy  sea  rolling  in  on  the  beach. 

18th.  Wind  E.  and  N.  E.,  E.  N,  E.,  E.  by  N.,  blowing  right  on  the 
beach — no  boat  could  land. 

19th.  Wind  fresh,  E.  S.  E.  and  S.  W.,  with  a  swell  setting  on  the 
beach. 

20th.  For  a  little  while  wind  W.  N.  W.,  but  shifted  to  E.  N.  E.,  blow¬ 
ing  fresh;  heavy  breakers  on  beach. 

21st.  A  gale  coming  on  from  the  southward  and  eastward,  which 
ended  by  blowing  heavy  from  southward  and  westward ;  heavy  breakers 
on  beach. 

22d.  The  wind  shifted  to  westward;  all  the  transports  are  out  of 
sight— gone  to  make  a  harbor  at  Beaufort;  at  midnight  wind  off  the 
land,  but  heavy  breakers  on  the  beach  and  all  over  the  bar,  heavy  swell 
from  seaward;  steamed  in  under  the  land. 

23d.  Wind  N.  N.  W.  and  beach  comparatively  smooth;  steamed  in 
and  reconnoitered ;  still  too  much  sea  for  a  boat  to  land  without  capsiz¬ 
ing;  met  General  Butler’s  dispatch  boat  at  5:30  p.  in.;  sent  word  to 
General  Butler  that  the  time  was  so  fair  that  1  would  blow  up  the  boat 
at  midnight,  and  attack  in  the  morning;  we  were  69  miles  from  Beau¬ 
fort.  The  captain  said  his  boat  could  make  14  miles  per  hour;  this 
would  give  him  five  hours  to  go  to  Beaufort,  which  would  put  him  there 
at  11  o’clock  p.  m.  General  Butler  leaving  with  the  transports  at  6 
o’clock  in  the  morning  could  have  reached  the  bar  at  1  o’clock,  allowing 
him  to  make  9  miles  an  hour,  which  all  his  transports  could  do.  We 
did  not  attack  until  12,  and  General  Butler  only  came  in  with  his  own 
vessel  and  two  or  three  transports  at  sunset.  He  saw  the  fort  silenced — 
defeated,  as  far  as  the  navy  was  concerned,  and  no  doubt  could  be  left 
on  his  mind  about  our  ability  to  do  the  same  the  next  day;  it  was  the 
preliminary  attack  to  test  the  strength  of  the  works. 

The  programme  was  made,  the  troops  landed,  and  without  the  faintest 
sign  of  an  assault  beyond  what  was  done  by  one  or  two  gallant  soldiers, 
the  army  commanders  conclude  that  the  work  was  “  substantially  unin¬ 
jured  as  a  defensive  work.”  The  letter  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Tem¬ 
ple  and  the  testimony  of  deserters  prove  that  the  works  would  have 
been  ours  had  the  troops  been  allowed  to  assault  as  they  desired.  What 
matters  it,  then,  whether  we  attacked  on  the  18th  or  24th?  The  result 
would  have  been  the  same. 

General  Butler  left  Fortress  Monroe  with  his  troops  in  transports  that 
could  not  lie  at  anchor  in  rough  weather  that  was  ridden  out  by  our 
monitors,  tugs,  and  small  side-wheel  boats,  the  powder  boat  Louisiana 
hanging  to  the  stern  of  another  vessel.  General  Butler  having  left  the 
ground  with  his  vessels,  where  my  lightest  vessels  held  on,  was  not  on 
the  ground  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  day’s  good  weather,  though 
N  W  R — VOL  11 - 18 
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tliat  had  nothing'  to  do  with  the  matter,  as  he  did  not  do  anything  when 
the  landing  did  take  place;  so  what  matters  it  when  it  was  done . 

General  Butler,  with  all  his  soldier  like  qualities,  could  scarcely  be 
considered  as  good  a  judge  of  weather  and  the  proper  time  of  lam ling 
as  myself,  and  as  a  sensible  person  would  not  venture  to  put  his  opinion 
in  opposition  to  mine,  even  backed  by  some  old  sailor  on  his  flagship. 

I  do  not  ascribe  to  him,  therefore,  the  excuse  made  for  not  taking  I ort 
Fisher  when  we  had  opened  the  gate  for  him.  I  attiibute  the  ' c  or 
that  we  had  wasted  time  to  some  of  the  junior  members  of  the  staff  w  ho 
are  not  as  good  seamen  as  the  general.  At  all  events  if  we  lost  any 
time  in  the  beginning,  we  made  up  for  it  when  we  went  to  work;  but, 
allowing  that  we  lost  time,  that  the  beach  was  as  smooth  as  paper,  it 
don’t  account  for  not  taking  Fort  Fisher,  when  the  works  were  battered 
and  burned  to  that  degree  that  there  appeared  no  life  within  the  wails. 

The  military  part  of  the  expedition  was  got  up  in  a  most  un  military 
manner;  the  troops  were  placed  in  inferior  transports,  that  could  not 
condense  water  and  had  a  short  allowance  only  on  hand  ;  the  troops  had 
four  days’ cooked  rations  (which  were  eaten  up  while  lying  m  the  storm 
at  Hampton  Roads),  and  ten  days’  other  rations ;  there  were  no  intrench¬ 
ing  tools  of  any  kind;  no  siege  guns;  the  whole  proceeding  indicated 
that  the  general  depended  on  the  navy  silencing  the  works  and  lie  walk¬ 
ing  in  and  taking  possession.  No  allowance  was  made  for  contingen¬ 
cies,  for  bad  weather,  or  for  delays  after  getting  on  shore;  the  powder 
boat,  when  it  exploded,  was  to  have  done  the  whole  thing;  the  walls  of 
a  strong  sand  fort  were  to  have  been  blown  down  and  the  rebels  all  be 

discomfited.  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  , T  1  -a 

I  thought  a  good  deal  would  be  done  by  the  explosion,  but  still  1  laid 

in  a  double  allowance  of  shell  and  shot,  and  did  not  depend  on  a  doubt¬ 
ful  experiment.  Starting  as  that  expedition  did  was  not  the  way  to 
make  war,  and  landing  troops  who  were  full  of  enthusiasm  and  then 
embarking  them  again  when  they  were  eager  to  seize  the  trophy  laid  at 
their  feet  was  not  the  way  to  improve  the  morale  of  an  army. 

No  matter  what  might  have  been  the  delay  on  my  part  (and  there  was 
none),  the  general  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  I  gave 
him  to  take  the  fort  when  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  were  landed  and 
stood  within  150  feet  of  the  works  unmolested,  some  few  of  them  going 
on  the  parapet.  No  musketry  or  grapeshot  were  tired  at  him  during 
the  day;  a  few  muskets,  about  twenty,  were  fired  after  nightfall  by  the 
alarmed  rebels,  and  one  or  two  guns,  but  the  Ironsides  opened  her  bioad- 
side  and  the  firing  ceased  immediately.  Ten  ot  the  pickets  were  left 
by  forgetfulness  near  the  forts  after  nightfall,  and  they  saw  quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men  leave  the  works  and  embark  in  boats,  which  was  the  garrison 
leaving  to  prevent  capture.  Until  late  in  the  day  on  the  26th  the  forts 
laid  at  our  mercy,  and  if  the  men  had  not  been  brought  off  the  rebels 
would  have  surrendered  wheu  they  marched  up  and  the  navy  opened 
fire.  All  the  reasoning  in  the  world  will  not  make  this  affair  appear  in 
a  better  light.  I  have  no  doubt  that  had  the  army  been  obliged  to 
assault  the  works  alone,  without  the  fire  of  the  navy,  they  would  have 
been  well  handled,  but  as  matters  stood  we  have  every  proof  that  the 
fort  was  ours. 

It  is  useless,  then,  to  excuse  a  military  blunder  by  trying  to  make  out 
that  the  navy  was  behind  time. 

The  ships  laid  two  months  at  Hampton  Roads  waiting  for  the  army 
to  move,  and  we  were  satisfied  with  the  reasons  that  General  Grant  gave 
for  not  sending  troops.  There  was  no  necessity  after  all  that  delay  for 
rushing  into  the  matter  unprepared  and  when  the  weather  was  unfa¬ 
vorable}  a  more  flimsy  excuse  could  not  be  invented. 
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In  making  these  statements  I  do  not  do  so  for  the  purpose  of  making 
any  excuse  whatever  for  the  naval  part  of  the  expedition.  I  consider 
tliat  a  settled  thing  in  the  estimation  of  the  whole  country,  but  I  have 
so  often  during  this  war  seen  attempts  made  to  cast  odium  on  the  navy 
that,  m  self-defense,  I  put  myself  on  record,  wishing  this  used  only  if 
found  necessary  to  correct  false  statements. 

I  am  quite  sure  the  Lieutenant-General  feels  as  I  do;  he  says  in  a  com¬ 
munication  to  me:  “Dear  Admiral:  Hold  on  where  you  are  for  a  few 
days  and  1  will  endeavor  to  be  back  again  with  an  increased  force,  and 
without  the  former  commander.” 

The  lemark  is  not  very  suggestive  of  confidence  in  the  late  manasre- 
inent  of  affairs. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

_  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ironclad  division. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

(■ Anchored  at  sea ,  Beaufort  hearing  N.  N.  W., 

distant  about  5  miles),  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  1 
took  position  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher,  from  1,300  to  1,500  yards 
distant,  or  as  near  as  the  depth  of  water  would  permit,  the  monitors 
Canonicus ,  Monadnock,  and  Mahopac  following  the  New  Ironsides  in.  As 
soon  as  I  anchored  1  opened  my  starboard  battery  and  continued  a  well- 
directed  tire  for  five  hours.  Night  coming  on,  I  hauled  off  in  obedience 
to  orders.  On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  ironclad  division  again  led 
in  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher  and  took  the  position  we  occupied  the 
day  previous.  The  Saugus  having  arrived  the  night  previous,  took  her 
station,  and  this  division,  in  connection  with  the  others,  drove  the  men 
from  the  guns  in  the  fort,  they  only  firing  one  or  two  guns,  and  those  at 
long  intervals.  All  the  monitors  were  handled  and  fought  well.  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Belknap  took  the  inshore  berth,  and  is  reported  to 
have  dismounted  one  or  more  guns  in  the  fort. 

Judging  from  the  immense  number  of  shells  which  struck  the  fort,  it 
must  have  been  considerably  injured.  Several  guns  were  reported  to 
have  been  dismounted;  two  explosions  took  place  and  three  fires.  The 
face  of  the  fort  was  very  much  plowed  up  by  the  shells  from  the  fleet. 

If  the  fort  was  uniujured  (as  a  defensive  work),  no  artillery  known  to 
modern  warfare  can  do  it.  My  impression  is  that  any  considerable  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  could  have  stormed  and  taken  the  fort  immediately  after 
the  second  day’s  bombardment  with  but  little  loss.  All  the  officers  and 
men  belonging  to  the  New  Ironsides  served  their  guns  and  country  well, 
and  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Phythian,  the 
executive  officer,  for  his  energy  and  ability  in  getting  the  crew  and  ship 
in  such  good  fighting  order. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Ironclad  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Monadnock, 

Beaufort ,  N.  6'.,  January  2,  1865. 

Admiral:  In  obedience  to  your  General  Order  No.  75  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  (lie  following  report  of  the  participation  of  this  vessel 
in  the  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24tli  and  25tli  December: 

We  engaged  at  1,100  or  1,200  yards’  distance;  the  first  day  underway, 
the  second  at  anchor.  The  fire  of  the  fort  was  very  soon  controlled  by 
that  of  our  ships,  and  during  both  attacks  was  quite  feeble,  especially 
so  on  the  second  day.  I  noticed  long  intervals  of  silence  on  the  part  ot 
the  rebels.  Most  of  their  guns  were  abandoned,  and  the  few  fired  from 
time  to  time  only  loaded  after  repeated  efforts.  Their  men  were  often 
driven  away  as  many  as  five  times  before  completing  the  loading. 

The  projectiles  from  our  vessels  rained  upon  the  fort,  and  did,  i 
think,  whatever  damage  shot  and  shell  are  capable  of  doing  to  sand 

fortifications.  .  „  ,  , 

There  could  have  been,  in  my  opinion,  no  troops  in  or  near  Fort  h  isher 
not  protected  by  casemates,  bombproofs,  or  other  close  shelter,  which 
were  kept  immediately  available  when  a  few  men  ventured  out  to  load 
a  gun  I  think  their  number,  compared  with  that  of  our  laud  forces, 
must  necessarily  have  been  small,  and  that  our  fire  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  showing  themselves  or  manning  their  works  before 
our  troops  were  up  with  them,  and  consequently,  with  giear  defeience 
to  the  opinions  of  others,  mine  is  that  an  assault  would  have  been 
successful. 

The  fleet  had  for  some  time  slackened  its  fire,  under  the  impression 
that  this  state  of  readiness  for  an  assault  had  been  produced. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  Monadnock  have,  during  these  engage¬ 
ments  and  the  severe  weather  before  and  after  them,  done  tlieii  duty 
gallantly  and  well.  Our  fire  was,  I  think,  accuiate  and  eftecti\e. 

It  is  right  that  I  should  individually  mention  Lieutenant-Commander 
J.  N.  Miller,  who,  besides  his  coolness  and  skill  in  managing  the  guns, 
has  been  of  great  service  in  aiding  me  to  get  into  efficient  condition  a 
vessel  necessarily  very  much  hurried  in  her  recent  outfit;  also  Assistant 
Paymaster  John  S.  Woolson,  who  acted  as  signal  officer  and  aid,  and 
by  his  zeal  and  coolness  and  reliable  judgment  was  of  great  assistance 
to  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 

Bear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 


Report  of  Commander  Colhoun,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Saugus. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugus, 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  81,  1864. 

Sir:  On  the  25th  instant,  at  11:45  a.  in.,  I  anchored  the  Saugus  in  3 
fathoms  water,  within  800  yards  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  opened  fire.  There 
was  .so  little  wind  that  the  smoke  prevented  our  seeing  the  effect  of 
most  of  our  shell.  Still  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  one  gun  dis¬ 
mounted  by  our  fire,  and  also  one  by  that  of  the  Canonicus.  My  atten¬ 
tion  was  so  much  engaged  with  watching  our  own  firing  on  the  northern 
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portion  of  the  fort,  and  for  the  advance  of  the  army,  in  order  to  tire 
with  rapidity  just  before  the  assault,  that  I  did  not  observe  closely  the 
effect  of  the  firing  from  the  other  vessels.  From  the  great  number  of 
shells  which  exploded  in  the  fort,  the  damage  must  have  been  very 
great.  I  saw  that  the  enemy  fired  very  little,  and  that  only  from  three 
guns  in  Fort  Fisher.  I  believe  the  fort  could  have  been  taken  by 
assault  with  but  little  loss  to  the  army. 

At  5:40  p.  m.  we  ceased  firing. 

We  expended  63  shells  and  1  shrapnel;  total,  64. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmd.  R.  Colhoun, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Belknap,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Canonicus. 


U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  respecting  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  actious  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  at 
New  Inlet,  near  Wilmington,  N.  C.: 

At  11:15  a.  in.,  December  24,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  from  the 
flagship,  I  got  underway,  and  taking  position  in  line  of  battle  immedi¬ 
ately  astern  of  the  New  Ironsides ,  steamed  slowly  in  for  Fort  Fisher, 
and  at  12:40  p.  m.  opened  fire  upon  that  work.  Keeping  underway,  I 
engaged  the  enemy  during  the  afternoon  at  a  distance  varying  from 
1)00  to  1,200  yards. 

The  enemy  paid  little  attention  to  the  ironclads,  directing  their  prin¬ 
cipal  fire  at  the  wooden  ships,  and  in  course  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  so 
far  as  1  could  observe,  were  entirely  silent. 

At  5:35  ii.  m.  withdrew  from  action  by  signal  from  the  New  Ironsides, 
and  anchored  near  that  ship  in  8  fathoms  water,  having  expended  85 
XV  inch  shells  and  1  shrapnel. 

At  9  o’clock  the  following  morning,  general  signal  having  been  made 
to  get  underway  and  prepare  for  battle,  weighed  anchor  and  steamed 
in  toward  the  rebel  batteries  as  on  the  preceding  day,  and  at  10:45 
a.  m.  began  to  engage  the  enemy.  In  the  course  of  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  dismounting  two  guns  on  the  eastern 
parapet  of  the  fort,  due  to  the  excellent  gunnery  of  the  executive  officer, 
Lieutenant  E.  S.  McCook. 

About  12  o’clock  (noon),  the  other  monitor  having  closed  up  near  our 
position,  came  to  anchor  at  a  distance  of  800  yards  from  the  fort. 

At  2:40  p.  m.  our  ammunition  had  become  exhausted,  when  I  reluc¬ 
tantly  withdrew  to  the  rear,  having  fired  49  shells  and  9  shrapnel. 

Probably  no  work  was  ever  subjected  to  so  heavy  a  fire  before,  and 
certainly  the  enemy  could  not  and  did  not  stand  at  their  guns  alter  the 
fleet  had  fairly  become  engaged.  From  the  explosion  and  large  fires 
which  occurred  inside  the  rebel  works,  there  could  have  been  no  place 
of  refuge  for  the  garrison  except  in  the  bombproofs,  and  I  am  firmly  of 
the  opinion  that  at  any  time  after  3  o’clock  p.  m  on  each  day  of  attack, 
the  fort  might  have  been  occupied  and  held  by  our  land  forces  with 
^ery  slight  loss.  Their  failure  to  do  so  was  doubtless  more  of  a  surprise 
to  the  enemy  than  to  the  fleet. 
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We  received  in  all  four  hits;  one  on  the  side  armor' and  three  on  the 
smokestack,  neither  ot  which  did  any  material  damage. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties  on  board. 

The  guns  and  turret  worked  beautifully,  and  the  officers  andcrew 
displayed  the  greatest  enthusiasm  throughout  botheiigagements.  While 
all  did  their  duty  well,  I  can  not  forbear  special  mention  of  the  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant  R.  S.  McCook,  who  has  been  untiring  in  Ins  ettorfs 
to  make  the  ship  efficient  in  every  respect;  the  accuracy  and  compara 
tive  rapidity  of  our  fire  attest  the  proficiency  of  the  guns’  crews  under 

his  drill  and  training.  _  „  ,  ,  . 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Chief  Engineer  D.  B.  Macomb,  who  has 
taken  great  pains  to  keep  the  engines  and  turret  machinery  in  perfect 

condition.  .  . 

Assistant  Paymaster  R.  P.  Lisle  rendered  good  service  as  signal 

officer. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mahopac,  regarding 

action  of  the  24th  of  December. 

IT.  S.  S.  Mahopac, 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  this  vessel  got  underway  in  obedience  to 
your  signal  at  7:15  a.  in.,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  ironclad  division. 
Just  after  going  ahead  to  our  position  in  line  of  battle  the  steering  gear 
gave  way,  two  castings  in  turret  chamber  breaking.  I  immediately 
made  signal,  “  Wheel  disabled,”  and  the  Alabama  was  directed  to  take 
us  in  tow.  She  did  so.  I  got  the  wheel  up  in  turret  chamber  and 
endeavored  to  steer  by  it,  but  could  not.  Upon  examination  (by  taking 
off  a  plate,  dangerous  under  the  circumstances,  in  a  seaway)  found  the 
wire  wheel  rope  had  slipped  off  the  arc.  Got  up  the  sea  wheel  and  got 
into  position.  As  our  helm  was  jammed  hard  astarboard  the  Alabama 
could  not  do  much  witli  us.  She  got  the  hawser  under  our  starboard 
anchor,  and  I  was  compelled  to  cut  it.  We  took  it  again,  and  then  it 
parted.  By  that  time  I  had  the  sea  wheel  fitted,  and  went  ahead  with 
our  own  steam.  Anchored  in  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  70,  and 
opened  fire  at  1 : 30  p.  m.  Fired  41  shells— 39 10-second  and  2  7-second 
fuzes;  estimated  distance  of  Fort  Fisher  1,850  yards.  Received  one 
shot  over  engine  room,  breaking  one  plate  and  starting  another;  break¬ 
ing  deck  through,  and  carrying  away  our  starboard  rudder  chain.  It 
does  seem  as  if  our  steering  gear  was  fated  to  be  disabled. 

I  commend  to  you  John  Gittord  (quartermaster)  and  Frederick  Miller 
(coxswain)  for  steering  a  monitor  into  action  outside  of  turret  pilot 
house.  Our  sea  steering  apparatus,  which  we  used,  is  so  fitted  that  we 
can  not  steer  and  use  the  guns  at  the  same  time.  I  have  also  to  report 
that  the  compass  which  was  suspended  in  the  wardroom  was  broken 
by  the  concussion  of  firing,  and  all  the  alcohol  ran  out. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Potter, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mahopac,  regarding 

action  of  December  25. 


U.  S.  S.  Mahopac, 
Beaufort,  N.  G.,  January  1,  1S65. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  bave  to  make  the 
following  report: 

On  tlie  25th  ultimo,  at  9  a.  m.,  1  moved  this  vessel  into  line  of  battle 
in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  New  Ironsides,  and  anchored  1,100  yards 
trom  Fort  Fisher  and  300  yards  from  the  beach.  Commenced  action  at 
11:20  a.  in.  I  found  after  the  fleet  got  to  work  but  two  guns  firing  at 
us,  one  Whitworth,  small  size,  and  one  Brooke,  120  pounder,  as  near  as 
1  could  judge.  During  the  p.  m.  saw  a  line  of  skirmishers  advance 
toward  the  fort  entirely  unmolested.  No  other  body  of  troops  advanced 
nearer  to  the  fort  than  an  earthwork  that  I  judged  to  be  full  14  miles 
from  the  main  work. 

1  remained  at  anchor  until  dark.  My  impression  of  the  action  is, 
that  if  the  skirmishers  had  been  properly  supported  and  the  assault 
made,  Fort  Fisher  would  have  been  captured. 

1  would  recommend  to  your  notice  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Pool, 
who  took  soundings  and  assisted  me  with  signals,  the  only  officer  except 
myself  outside  of  the  protection  of  the  vessel. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edwd.  E.  Potter, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U .  8.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Nyack,  Lieutenant-Commander  L.  H.  Newman,  commanding. 

December  24, 1864. — At  12:15  p.  m.  crossed  Beaufort  Bar,  discharged 
pilot,  and  stood  down  shore  to  the  westward. 

December  25. — At  0:30  a.  in.  made  the  entrance  off  Wilmington  Bar. 
At  8  a.  m.  arrived  abreast  of  the  fiagship  Malvern,  and  captain  went 
on  board.  At  9:30  got  underway  and  stood  in  for  the  batteries.  At 
10:30  ironclads  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  shore  batteries.  At 
11:20  went  to  quarters  and  took  up  position  near  the  New  Ironsides, 
and  opened  fire  on  enemy’s  works.  At  11:30  action  became  general, 
with  but  occasional  response  from  the  enemy.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  in. : 
Still  continued  fire  on  the  enemy’s  works.  At  2  p.  m.  the  fiagship  made 
signal,  and  in  obedience,  continued  to  fire  slowly  with  one  gun.  Enemy 
firing  with  more  rapidity,  and  shot  and  shell  falling  near  the  ship.  At 
3 : 15  fired  more  deliberately.  At  3 : 30  ceased  firing.  Ironclad  Canonicus 
withdrew  from  fire,  passing  near  the  ship.  At  this  time  the  enemy  were 
firing  with  more  rapidity  and  accuracy.  During  the  watch  the  troops 
landed  under  cover  of  the  fleet  and  advanced  in  line  of  battle  toward 
the  enemy’s  works.  At  4 : 15  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  enemy’s  main  works. 
At  this  time  firing  from  the  fleet  became  general  and  very  rapid.  At 
5:30,  in  obedience  to  admiral’s  orders,  ran  in  and  came  to  anchor  near 
the  beach  in  5  fathoms  water.  At  6:10  a  boat  from  the  Seneca  came 
alongside  and  reported  that  she  had  been  on  shore  and  that  the  army 
skirmishers  had  advanced  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  enemy’s  works, 
capturing  218  prisoners,  who  were  on  their  way  to  reinforce  the  fort. 
From  8  to  12,  midnight:  At  anchor  near  the  beach,  covering  the  laud 
forces.  Constant  and  heavy  firing  during  the  watch. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  29 ,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  signal  on  the 
24tli  and  25th  instant,  this  vessel,  in  company  with  the  fleet,  engaged 
the  enemy’s  batteries  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

For  casualties  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  surgeon  s  report,  tor- 
warded  on  the  27th  instant. 

The  vessel  was  not  injured.  .  . 

Having  expended  all  tbe  ammunition  on  the  25th  instant,  in  obecli- 
ence  to  orders  all  the  boats  of  this  vessel  were  sent  to  assist  in  landing 
the  troops. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 
Lieutenant- Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  trans¬ 
mitting  surgeon’s  report. 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  December  27 ,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  surgeon’s  report  of 
casualties  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  engagements  of  the  24th  and  25th 
instant. 

Acting  Ensign  Field  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  from  the  U.  S.  S. 
Ticonderoga. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Frank  M.  Ramsay, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  engagement  of  the  24th 
instant  Acting  Ensign  William  Field  was  struck  in  the  right  lumbar 
region  by  a  piece  of  shell,  which  caused  a  slight  contused  wound. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

Daniel  C.  Burleigh, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  in 

response  to  General  Order  No.  75. 


U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Order 
No.  75. 
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In  the  engagements  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  with  Fort  Fisher, 
this  vessel  tired  122  XI  inch  shells,  6  XI  inch  shrapnel,  100  20-pounder 
shells,  25  20-pounder  shrapnel,  and  4  20-pounder  shot. 

The  firing  from  the  vessels  engaged  was  the  most  accurate  that  I 
have  ever  seen,  and  was  so  heavy  that  on  the  25th  the  rebels  did  not 
approach  the  “seventeen  guns  protected  by  traverses,”  spoken  of  by 
General  Butler. 

The  response  from  the  fort  was  very  feeble,  and  particularly  so  ou 
the  25tli.  The  only  gun  I  saw  tired  on  that  day  on  the  northeastern 
face  of  the  fort,  the  side  on  which  the  “seventeen  guns”  were,  was  a 
casemate  gun,  which  did  not  bear  up  the  beach,  and  it  was  tired  very 
irregularly. 

In  my  opinion,  had  the  troops  been  landed  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th,  and  any  attempt  been  made  by  them  to  take  the  fort,  it  would 
have  been  ours  before  sunset.  At  1  p.  m.  the  condition  of  the  fort  was 
such,  as  well  as  I  could  judge,  that  it  was  only  necessary  for  troops  to 
march  in  and  take  possession. 

After  the  ammunition  of  this  vessel,  for  the  heavy  guns,  had  been 
expended,  all  the  boats  were  sent,  to  assist  in  landing  the  troops. 

At  5  p.  m.  the  boats  returned  and  the  officers  in  charge  of  them 
reported  to  me  that  they  had  been  told  by  a  general  to  return,  as  he 
did  not  wish  to  land  more  troops  that  evening.  The  last  load  of  troops 
taken  on  shore  by  the  launch  was  ordered  back  to  the  transport. 

1  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  that  part  of  General  But¬ 
ler’s  communication  to  you  in  which  he  speaks  of  “having  captured 
Flag  Pond  Hill  battery.” 

Flag  Pond  Hill  battery  was  captured  by  a  boat’s  crew  from  the  gun¬ 
boat  next  ahead  of  this  vessel. 

The  troops  were  not  near  the  battery  at  the  time  it  surrendered,  and 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  its  capture. 

This  vessel  was  close  to  the  battery  and  the  whole  affair  was  wit¬ 
nessed  by  the  officers  and  crew,  who  gave  three  cheers  as  the  boat’s 
crew  took  possession,  and  raised  the  United  States  flag. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  statements  in 
regard  to  it. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Frank  M.  Bamsay, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C .,  December  31 ,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  in  regard  to  the  capture  of  Flag  Pond  battery: 

Between  the  hours  of  2  and  3  p.  m.,  December  25,  1804,  while  the 
troops  were  landing  and  forming  a  line  of  battle,  1  saw  a  white  flag 
flying  on  the  battery,  and  at  the  same  time  a  boat  from  one  of  our  navy 
steamers  pulling  toward  the  beach.  The  boat  landed  abreast  of  the 
battery;  immediately  an  officer  with  a  part  of  the  boat’s  crew,  with  a 
Union  flag,  advanced  rapidly  to  the  battery  and  planted  the  flag  on 
its  ramparts,  for  which  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  ship  gave  three 
cheers.  Shortly  after  I  saw  our  men  with  some  of  the  prisoners  march¬ 
ing  from  the  battery  to  the  boat,  embark,  and  pull  to  one  of  our  navy 
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steamers.  During  the  march  to  the  boat  and  the'  embarkation  the 
army  skirmishers  came  up  to  the  battery. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Chas.  Wiedenbein, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Unadilla. 


U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 

Beaufort  Harbor,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 


Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  statement 
of  the  surrender  and  occupation  of  the  small  work  known  as  Flag  Pond 
battery,  on  the  beach,  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher,  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  25th  instant : 

Flag  Pond  battery  was  occupied,  and  the  American  flag  placed  on 
it  by  a  boat’s  crew  from  one  of  the  naval  vessels,  and  the  garrison 
marched  out  as  prisoners  before  the  skirmishers  in  advance  of  General 


Butler’s  army  reached  it. 
Very  respectfully, 


Acting  Ensign,  U.  8. 


John  Cullaton, 
Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla. 


Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Unadilla. 


U.  S.  S.  Unadilla, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  request,  I  respectfully  submit  the  follow¬ 
ing  statement  in  reference  to  the  capture  of  the  Flag  Pond  Hill  battery, 
so-called : 

Our  ship  having  been  withdrawn  from  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Fisher,  was,  with  .several  other  gunboats,  engaged  in  covering  the  land¬ 
ing  and  advance  of  the  troops  on  shore.  While  our  howitzer  division 
were  at  their  guns  and  throwing  shells  across  the  beach  I  observed  a 
movement  in  the  battery  referred  to  (which  had  hitherto  shown  no 
signs  of  being  occupied)  and  immediately  after  a  flag  was  raised  above 
the  battery,  which  was  decided  by  our  officers  to  be  a  white  flag  and  a 
signal  of  surrender.  At  that  time  a  comparatively  small  number  of  our 
troops  had  reached  the  shore,  and  the  advance  guard  had  not  left  the 
vicinity  of  the  landing.  Some  ten  minutes  after  the  raising  of  the  flag 
on  the  battery  a  boat  left  the  gunboat  uext  ahead  of  us  and  pulled  for 
the  shore  and,  on  arriving  there,  the  officer  in  charge  seized  the  boat’s 
ensign,  ran  up  the  beach,  and  waving  the  flag  several  times,  planted  it 
upon  the  top  of  the  battery.  Our  ship’s  company  then  gave  three 
cheers,  immediately  followed  by  three  more.  At  that  time  none  of  the 
troops  were  within  100  yards  of  the  battery,  although  a  small  num¬ 
ber  had  been  moving  in  that  direction  while  the  boat  was  pulling  to 
the  shore.  As  soon  as  the  cheering  was  over  the  men  who  had 
occupied  the  battery  were  seeu  coming  from  the  same  and  toward  the 
boat.  About  this  time  the  foremost  of  our  troops  came  up  and  the 
assemblage  became  mixed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Benjamin  F.  Bee, 

Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

F.  M.  Ramsay, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 


U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  24, 1804, 1  assumed 
the  station  assigned  me  with  this  vessel  in  line  of  battle  with  the  iron¬ 
clads  of  your  fleet  and  stood  in  toward  Port  Fisher,  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
Fiver,  North  Carolina. 

At  1 : 10  p.  m.,  when  distant  about  2,000  yards,  I  opened  fire.  After 
firing  deliberately  at  from  1,700  to  2,000  yards  for  four  hours  witli  150- 
pounder  rifle,  at  5 : 10  p.  in.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  retired  with  the 
fleet. 

On  December  25,  1864,  at  9:  40  a.  m.,  1  again  went  in  with  the  iron¬ 
clads  to  the  attack,  and  at  11 : 20  a.  m.,  when  at  a  distance  of  1,700  yards, 
opened  fire  and  continued  it  for  six  hours  at  distances  from  1,400  to 
1,800  yards.  When  night  came  on  1  received  orders  to  anchor  near  the 
shore  to  protect  our  troops.  I  anchored  in  4^  fathoms  water,  close  to 
the  beach,  distant  about  1£  miles  from  Fort  Fisher,  and  remained  there. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant  I  shelled  the  woods  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  near  Fort  Fisher  to  protect  our  troops. 

This  morning  I  was  much  surprised  to  learn  the  troops  were  embark¬ 
ing  and  the  expedition  had  been  withdrawn,  for  I  am  satisfied  had  the 
army  cooperating  done  as  much  as  the  navy,  or  even  attempted  it,  Fort 
Fisher  would  now  be  in  our  possession. 

I  add  a  report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


150-pounder  rifle : 

16-pound  charges .  115 

Percussion  shell  . .  97 

Time  shell .  14 

Shrapnel . 4 

30-pouuder  rifle: 

31-pound  charges .  117 

Percussion  shell . - .  75 

Shrapnel .  30 

Solid  shot .  12 

32-pounder: 

44-pound  charges .  184 

5-second  shell . 8 

10-second  shell .  120 

15-second  shell . 40 

Solid  shot .  16 

24-pounder  howitzer : 

Charges  fixed  ammunition .  26 

12-pounder  rifle  howitzer: 

1-pound  charges .  6 

Percussion  shell .  6 

Charges  fixed  ammunition .  11 


D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 
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Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine  U  S.  Navy  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

in  response  to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  already  reported,  under  date  of  December  27, 1804, ,  the 
oart  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot  took  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  -4th 
and  25th  December.  I  beg  leave  to  add  further:  On  the  evening  of 
December  25  1  looked  upon  Fort  Fisher  as  being  very  badly  damaged 
and  shaken  beyond  the  enemy’s  power  to  repair  for  many  months  ihe 
northerly  face,  upon  which  our  lire,  with  the  other  gunboats  and  iron¬ 
clads,  was  directed,  was  torn  badly  and  a  number  ot  guns  dismounted 
and  burst,  I  believe  all  the  storehouses  and  quarters  were  burned. 

The  enemy  returned  our  heavy  lire  very  weakly  and  slowly  As 
evidence  of  their  having  retired  to  secure  places  or  being  much  disabled, 
our  skirmishers  advanced  up  nearly  to  the  works  without,  as  1  cou  a. 
see,  any  sign  of  an  attempt  to  resist  them  by  musketry  or  otherwise. 
The  enemy  were  evidently  held  to  their  retreats  and  dismayed  by  the 
intensity  and  accuracy  of  the  naval  firing,  and  a  gallant  dash  ot  ~,0  )  ot 
our  soldiers  would  have  won  a  victory  laid  fairly  at  the  feet  of  the  army 
by  the  naval  fieet  under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  D.  L.  Braine, 

TAp/ii, tenant-  Commander. 


Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas. 

IT.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Beaufort ,  N.  G.,  December  31,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  this  vessel  took  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  against 
Fort  Fisher: 

Our  position  was  along  the  beach  to  the  northward  of  Fort  hislier, 
and  distant  from  the  fort  from  1,900  to  2,300  yards.  This  vessel  was  not 
struck,  nor  any  accident  incurred  other  than  the  fracture  of  the  100- 
pounder,  careful  and  repeated  impressions  of  the  vent  showing  this  fact. 

The  fleet  once  in  position,  the  fire  from  the  fort  was  almost  entirely 
suppressed  even  with  the  most  deliberate  and  limited  lire  from  the  fleet. 
It  was  evident  to  all  that  the  rapid  firing  from  three  or  four  of  the 
frigates,  permitted  for  a  few  minutes  on  the  afternoon  of  second  day, 
did  make  it  impossible  for  the  garrison  to  offer  the  least  resistance  to 
the  approach  of  an  assaulting  column.  I  witnessed  the  advance  of  the 
skirmishers’  line  of  the  land  forces  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day, 
and  estimated  that  they  were  within  500  yards  of  the  fort,  and  unmo¬ 
lested  at  that  point.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  army  could  have 
gained  a  footing  on  the  parapet  at  that  time  Two  or  three  explosions 
occurred  inside  of  Fort  Fisher  and  heavy  fires,  probably  the  quarters. 
I  think  three  or  four  guns  were  dismounted  on  the  northern  parapet, 
and  from  the  fire  of  the  ironclads  am  certain  a  number  must  have  been 
disabled. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansa",  of 

ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Beaufort ,  N.  0.,  December  31,  1864. 
Sir:  I  submit  the  following  report  of  ammunition  expended  on  the 
24th  and  25th  instant  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 


100-pomuler  rille : 

Percussion  shell . 70 

Shrapnel  shell .  51 

5-second  shell .  21 

10-secoud  shell .  13 

Solid  shot .  1 

20-pounder : 

Percussion  shell .  35 

Solid  shot . 45 

30-pounder : 

Percussion  shell .  32 

Shrapnel  shell . 15 

5-second  shell .  16 

10-second  shell . 8 

15-second  shell .  10 

20-second  shell .  7 

Solid  shot .  15 

IX-inch  Dahlgren : 

10-second  shell . ., . .  68 

15-second  shell .  32 

Empty  shell .  33 

12-pounder  howitzer : 

Percussion  shell  . 85 

Solid  shot  . 20 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  A.  Adams, 

Ordnance  Officer ,  North  Atlantic  /Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Temple,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this 
vessel  in  the  attack  upon  the  rebel  works  at  the  mouth  of  Cape  Fear 
Eiver,  from  December  24  to  27,  inclusive. 

At  11  a.  m.  of  the  24th,  after  some  previous  maneuvering,  we  got 
under  way  in  company  with  the  fleet  and  stood  in  (with  everything 
ready  for  action)  in  the  wake  of  the  four  ironclads,  until  Fort  Fisher 
bore  S.  W.  by  S.,  when  we  opened  fire  at  1 :  06  p.  m.  with  the  100-pounder 
Parrott  rifles,  at  long  range,  and  gradually  closed  in  toward  the  posi¬ 
tion  occupied  by  the  sternmost  monitor,  from  whence  the  IX-inch  guns 
became  effective,  at  a  range  of  about  1,500  yards.  At  1: 16  the  enemy 
fired  their  first  gun,  the  Ironsides  having  commenced  the  action  at 
12:50,  which  soon  became  general  along  the  whole  line,  as  the  various 
ships  came  into  position.  After  having  carefully  ascertained  our  range, 
the  guns  of  this  vessel  were  kept  constantly  and  rapidly  playing  upon 
the  enemy’s  works  until  the  fleet  hauled  off,  at  about  5:30  p.  m.  Our 
firing,  so  far  as  it  could  be  distinguished  from  that  of  other  vessels, 
seemed  to  be  accurate  and  effective;  particular  embrasures  being 
selected  for  targets,  and  shells  being  seen  to  strike  and  explode  at  the 
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points  indicated.  We  fired  during  tlie  action  120  shells  from  tlie 
IX-incli  guns  and  92  from  the  100-pounder  rifles.  At  2:35  this  vessel 
was  struck  just  abaft  the  starboard  paddle  box  by  an  elongated  (prob¬ 
ably  percussion)  shell  from  a  6^-inch  rifled  gun,  which  projectile  passed 
through  the  side  of  the  ship,  wounding  a  hanging  knee  and  barely 
clearing  the  main  condenser  of  the  engine;  through  the  iron  bulkhead 
of  the  engine  room  and  the  starboard  steerage  and  mess  lockers; 
through  the  berth  deck,  cutting  a  beam  entirely  in  two,  and  into  the 
paymaster’s  store  room,  where  it  exploded,  close  to  the  bulkhead  of  the 
shell  room,  on  striking  the  skin  of  the  ship,  and  set  the  vessel  on  tire. 
The  fire  was  soon  extinguished,  however:  not  much  damage  was  done, 
and  nobody  was  hurt.  Several  other  shot  struck  near  enough  to  splash 
the  water  on  deck,  and  others  passed  over  us;  but  none  other  hit  the 
vessel.  The  lower  plates  of  both  elevating  screws  (new  pattern)  to  the 
100-pounders  were  torn  loose  from  the  rear  transom  by  the  breaking  of 
their  bolts  in  the  first  four  discharges,  but  they  were  lashed  securely 
in  place,  and  performed  very  well  during  the  rest  of  the  action.  The 
gig,  launch,  and  both  cutters  were  badly  shattered  by  the  concussion 
of  the  IX-incli  guns,  fired  beneath  them,  although  they  were  G  feet 
above  the  muzzles.  Many  of  the  100-pounder  projectiles  “  wabbled” 
and  some  of  them  “tumbled;”  but  a  more  liberal  use  of  “slush”  upon 
them  seemed  to  correct  this  in  a  great  measure. 

We  were  employed  during  all  that  night  and  until  10  a.  m.  the  next 
day  in  filling  and  fuzing  additional  shells,  having  nearly  expended  all 
that  had  been  prepared. 

At  9:30  a.  m.  of  the  25th  we  got  underway  with  the  fleet  and  pro¬ 
ceeded,  in  company  with  the  Iosco  and  several  other  gunboats,  oft  the 
bar,  where  we  opened  a  deliberate  fire  at  12:  55  from  the  100-pounder 
rifles  at  long  range,  and  continued  the  practice  until  2:30  p.  m.,  when 
we  were  ordered  to  haul  off  and  send  the  boats  in  to  remove  torpedoes 
from  the  channel.  We  expended  46  rifle  shells  during  this  day’s 
engagement,  many  of  which  were  plainly  distinguished  to  fall  within 
the  enemy’s  works ;  and  meantime  the  batteries  on  shore  made  some  good 
practice  at  us,  dropping  their  shot  quite  near,  but  not.  hitting  the  ves¬ 
sel.  The  boats  returned  at  4  p.  m.,  and  the  gunboats  steamed  up  the 
coast  to  where  the  troops  had,  in  the  meanwhile,  been  disembarked 
and  anchored  for  the  night.  At  9  p.  m.  we  were  ordered  to  send  all 
boats  to  the  beach  to  assist  in  reembarking  the  troops;  but  on  starting 
they  were  found  to  leak  so  badly  as  to  be  unserviceable,  and  returned. 

We  were  employed  all  the  next  day,  the  26th,  in  repairing  the  boats, 
and  just  after  sunset  were  sent  in  to  within  about  600  yards  of  the 
beach  (on  the  right  of  our  troops,  who,  owing  to  the  surf,  had  not 
succeeded  in  getting  on  board  their  vessels)  for  the  purpose  of  supply¬ 
ing  them  with  provisions,  protecting  them  from  the  enemy,  and  boating 
them  off  to  their  transports.  On  anchoring,  we  received  two  messages 
from  the  army  authorities,  stating  that  the  enemy  were  massing  large 
forces  on  the  right  and  front  of  our  troops,  and  that  a  momentary 
attack  was  expected.  As  we  had  taken  up  our  position  after  dark, 
and  had  therefore  been  unable  to  get  the  bearing  and  distance  of  our 
own  troops,  we  remained  at  the  guns  all  night  without  firing,  waiting 
for  the  attack  to  commence,  that  we  might  know  where  to  aim;  but  no 
attack  was  made  and  no  sign  of  an  enemy  seen  from  this  vessel. 

At  daylight  of  the  27th  our  three  boats  were  dispatched  to  the  beach 
with  provisions,  and  with  the  means  prepared  for  sending  them  through 
the  surf  to  the  troops  on  shore,  but  the  provisions  were  declined  and 
returned,  and  the  boats  remained  until  noon,  taking  the  troops  off  to 
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their  vessels.  At  1  p.  m.,  when  the  last  man  had  been  reembarked 
and  the  last  transport  was  underway  and  standing  out,  we  also  got 
underway  and  anchored  with  the  fleet  in  the  oiling,  without  having 
seen  a  single  rebel  soldier,  although  another  message  had  been  received 
at  10:30  a.  m.  that  the  enemy  was  “massing”  for  an  attack. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved  admirably  throughout 
the  whole  four  days,  and  performed  their  duties  at  the  guns  and  else¬ 
where  with  most  commendable  coolness  and  precision,  more  particularly 
in  view  of  the  short  time  (only  ten  days)  that  they  had  been  on  board 
and  under  drill,  but  where  all  behaved  so  well  it  would  be  invidious 
to  particularize  any  one. 

Respectfully, 


Wm.  G.  Temple, 

Lieu  tenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  memorandum  of  information  obtained 

from  a  deserter. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  7,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  received  from  Lieuten-» 
ant  Commander  Temple,  containing  interesting  matter  relating  to  Fort 
Fisher.  It  is  important  as  a  matter  of  history,  and  tells  the  whole 
story. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

IJ.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  January  2 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  may  be  of  assistance  to  you  to  receive  (together  with  the 
six  rebel  deserters  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  this  date)  the  following 
memorandum  of  information  elicited  from  one  of  their  number — Cor¬ 
poral  Thomas  Lawley,  of  marines. 

He  says  he  was  stationed,  both  during  and  since  the  bombardment, 
in  naval  battery  Buchanan,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Chapman  and 
situated  near  the  Mound;  that  there  were  between  500  and  600  men  in 
the  forts  on  the  two  days  of  the  attack,  and  no  troops  in  Wilmington 
or  its  vicinity  to  reinforce  them;  that  the  lire  from  the  fleet  was  so 
tierce  as  to  drive  the  rebels  from  their  guns  and  into  the  bombproofs, 
throughout  the  greater  portion  of  their  works,  soon  after  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  action;  that  two  of  their  Brooke  guns  burst,  killing 
and  wounding  some  25  men;  that  we  dismounted  8  of  their  guns, 
besides  wounding  several  other  of  their  carriages,  killing  13  men  and 
wounding  about  30;  that  General  Whiting  supposed  the  boats  which 
were  sent  in  to  the  bar  on  the  25tli  to  be  a  storming  party  of 
seamen,  to  which  he  would  have  been  obliged  to  surrender;  that  the 
subsequent  rapid  bombardment,  at  sunset  of  the  same  day,  was  so  ter¬ 
rific  that  when  our  troops  appeared  in  front  of  the  fort  immediately 
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afterwards,  the  garrison  only  awaited  their  assault  to  surrender  vit 
out  resistance:  that  they  could  not  imagine  why  the  attack  had  been 
abandoned;  that  matters  remained  in  the  same  condition  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  26th  and  throughout  that  day ;  that  we  could  easily  have 
possessed  ourselves  of  the  forts  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  w  len 
General  Bragg  arrived  at  Wilmington  with  6,600  men  from  Lee  s  army 
at  Richmond;  that,  finding  our  troops  reembarking,  Bragg  decided  not 
to  molest  us,  and  sent  the  6,000  men  on  to  Charleston  to  reinforce  Gen¬ 
eral  Hardee;  that  General  Whiting  retains  only  Ins  original  garrison, 
with  whom  he  is  busily  engaged  in  repairing  damages  and  getting  down 

four  other  guns  (being  all  that  he  can  get  hold  of)  from  Wilmington,  to 
replace  those  that  were  disabled;  that  the  works  are  stronger  against 
an  assault  on  the  land  side  than  on  the  sea  front;  that  there  are  no 
obstructions  in  the  channel  other  than  some  dozen  or  fifteen  torpedoes, 
a  portion  of  which  were  put  down  a  week  ago.  He  further  states  that 
William  F.  Lynch  is  acting  as  admiral  of  the  station  and  lives  at 
Smith ville:  that  Robert  F.  Pinkney  is  acting  as  commodore  of  the  sta- 
tion  afloat,  having  only  a  small  tug,  without  any  considerable  arma- 
ment,  under  his  command ;  that  the  ironclad  ram,  formerly  in  the  river, 
got  aground  and  burst  open  and  was  dismantled  of  hei  engines  and 
her  armor,  and  that  the  Tallahassee  put  to  sea  on  the  night  of  the  22d 
or  23d  of  December,  with  from  600  to  800  bales  of  cotton  on  board,  by 
way  of  the  Western  Bar  with  a  view  to  bringing  back  a  cargo  of  hard 
coal  sufficient  to  enable  not  only  herself  but  the  ChicJcamauga  also  to 
put  to  sea  on  another  privateering  expedition.  He  assigns  as  a  reason 
for  his  desertion  a  long-continued  and  growing  discontent  with  his  offi 
cers,  his  treatment  and  fare,  and  the  cause  for  which  he  has  been 
fighting. 

Respectfully, 

Wm.  G.  Temple, 
Lieutenant-  Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  December  28,  \1864], 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6:30  a.  m.  December  24,  in 
obedience  to  signal,  formed  line  of  battle  with  the  ironclads  and  stood 
in  for  Fort  Fisher. 

At  3  p.  m.  opened  fire  from  the  Xl-inch  and  30-pounder  Parrott,  and 
continued  till  sundown,  when  all  my  fuzes  suitable  for  the  range  being 
expended,  I  hauled  out. 

At  9  a.  m.  Sunday,  December  25,  took  position  in  line  and  stood  in 
for  Fort  Fisher.  Took  position  close  to  the  monitors  and  opened  fire 
at  1,400  yards  distance.  Directed  fire  principally  at  northeast  bastion 
of  the  fort.  Hauled  off  at  2  p.  in.,  having  expended  all  our  ammunition. 

From  my  proximity  to  the  fort  I  could  see  that  it  was  much  damaged 
by  our  fire;  several  of  the  guns  dismounted. 

I  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-  Comm  ander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Huron. 

December  23, 1864. —  Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  O.  Selfridge  in 
command.  At  1:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  signaled  the  Huron.  At  4:55 
got  underway  and  took  position  close  to  the  Ironsides. 

December  24. — At  1:45  a.  m.  a  great  explosion.  At  0:30  got  under¬ 
way  and  took  position  in  line.  At  7 :20  fleet  steaming  toward  the  shore. 
At  11,  in  obedience  to  signal,  got  underway  and  stood  toward  Fort 
Fisher.  At  5  p.  m.  we  hauled  oft',  being  out  of  fuzes  for  Xl-inch.  Fired 
50  rounds  from  Xl-inch  and  02  rounds  from  30-pounder  Parrott.  From 
Xo.  1  howitzer,  2  rounds,  and  from  No.  2  howitzer,  2  rounds.  At  10 
p.  m.  the  captain  came  on  board  with  50  15-second  fuzes  from  the  flag¬ 
ship. 

December  25. — At  9  a.  m.  the  flagship  made  general  signal.  At  9:15 
got  underway  and  took  our  position.  At  10:45  first  shot  fired  by  the 
Ironsides.  At  11  we  opened  on  the  enemy.  At  1 :30  p.  m.  hauled  out  of 
action,  having  fired  61  rounds  from  the  Xl-inch,  21  rounds  from  the 
30  pounder  Parrott,  2  rounds  from  No.  1  howitzer,  and  2  rounds  from 
No.  2  howitzer.  At  4  p.  m.  got  out  the  launch  and  first  and  second 
cutters,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  Andrew  McCleary,  Robert  Shep¬ 
pard,  and  S.  H.  Maunder,  and  commenced  landing  troops.  At  6  the 
boats  commenced  to  reembark  troops.  At  11  : 35  first  and  second  cutters 
returned.  Sent  second  cutter  away  in  search  of  the  launch. 

December  26. — At  2  a.  m.  the  launch  and  second  cutter  returned; 
took  them  on  board  and  secured  them  ;  got  underway  and  stood  offshore. 
At  1:45  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  stood  toward  the  fort,  fired  a  few  rounds, 
and  retired  ;  came  to  anchor  with  the  fleet.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  heavy 
firing  from  the  fleet  to  the  westward. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  6'.,  December  25 ,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  opened  fire  on 
Fort  Fisher  at  10:45  a.  m.  in  3  fathoms  of  water  and  at  the  distance  of 
(estimated)  1,800  yards.  At  12:40  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  anchor  off  a 
small  mound.  Anchored  head  and  stern  in  44  fathoms,  and  opened  fire 
on  the  mound  and  woods.  -At  2:15  p.  m.  the  men  in  the  mound  waved 
a  white  flag.  Sent  a  boat  and  assisted  in  transferring  the  prisoners  to 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Sent  five  boats  to  transport  troops  on  shore. 
The  third  cutter,  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Rushmore,  was  badly 
injured  by  the  surf,  and  while  moored  astern  of  an  army  transport  for 
the  night,  broke  adrift. 

The  last  trip  made  by  Mr.  Rushmore  was  at  12  o’clock  (midnight), 
and  his  boat  had  been  three  times  swamped ;  he  and  the  men  worn  out. 
The  launch,  Acting  Master  Haines,  is  still  absent. 

We  fired  from  this  vessel  yesterday  27  60  pounder  shells,  69  30- 
pounder  shells,  63  32  pounder  shells.  The  60  pounder  Parrott,  a  new 
gun  in  the  service,  performed  admirably.  Not  a  single  projectile  turned 
over. 

I  am  happy  to  report  no  casualties.  Officers  and  men  did  their  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  Howell, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Additional  report  of  Commander  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  3,  1865. 

Admiral:  This  vessel  having  been  ordered  to  support  the  ironclads 
during  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  25th  day  ot  December,  I  stood 
in  to  3  fathoms  water  and  at  11:08  a.  ui.  opened  fire. 

At  12:40  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  shell  the  woods.  At  1: 12  p.  m.  ordered 
to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  2: 15  p.  in.  Flag  Pond  battery,  at  tv  liich 
this  vessel  and  two  or  three  small  gunboats  had  been  firing  occasionally, 
surrendered  to  the  navy.  There  was  no  gun  in  the  battery;  some  65 
or  70  prisoners  were  taken.  At  9 : 45  one  of  the  Nereus1  s  boats  returned, 
the  officer  stating  that  he  had  been  employed  embarking  troops. 

December  26. — Heavy  sea  on.  But  one  boat,  and  that  in  charge  of 
Acting  Master  E.  L.  Haines,  of  this  vessel,  got  off  during  the  day. 
Engaged  shelling  woods  during  the  day  and  night. 

December  27. — -Boats  and  men  employed  in  embarking  troops;  shell¬ 
ing  woods.  At  about  12  m.  General  Curtis  and  two  officers  visited  this 
ship.  General  Curtis  desired  to  express  his  acknowledgments  to  Act¬ 
ing  Master  E.  L.  Haines  and  Ensign  G.  M.  Smith  and  the  boats’  crews 
of  the  Nereus  for  courage  and  perseverance  in  getting  off  his  command. 
He  informed  me  that  if  he  had  not  been  ordered  back,  and  had  been 
supported  by  the  troops  on  shore,  he  could,  in  his  opinion,  have  carried 
Fort  Fisher.  From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  gain  on  the 
subject,  I  think  he  was  correct  in  his  views. 

There  was  no  exception  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  officers  and  men. 

I  am  indebted  to  Lieutenant  H.  E.  Mullan  for  intelligent  services. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Howell, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.-Navy,  transmitting  reports  regarding  the  feeling  in  the 

army. 

Hortii  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Of  New  .Inlet,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir  :  To  show  the  feeling  in  the  army,  I  enclose  statements  of  some 
of  the  officers  of  the  Nereus,  in  relation  to  the  giving  up  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  land  forces. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  N avy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  A  wounded  colonel,  whom  I  brought  off  from  shore  in  one  of 
my  boats,  expressed  great  dissatisfaction  at  having  been  ordered  off', 
saying  that  he  was  convinced  that  if  permitted  to  go  iu  the  land  forces 
would  have  undoubtedly  captured  the  fort. 

William  Rushmore, 

Acting  Masters  Mate ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

[Commander  John  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Nereus.] 
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U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  December  27 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  While  ashore  assisting  in  embarking  the  men  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  Brigadier- General  Curtis,  IJ.  S.  Army,  1  heard  that  officer 
remark  that  had  he  been  properly  supported  and  timely  reinforced 
Fort  Fisher  would  have  been  in  our  possession  on  the  night  of  the 
2oth  instant. 

The  remark  and  the  fact  were  of  universal  comment  by  army  officers 
ashore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Smith, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  IS.  Navy. 

Commander  Jno.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 


U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  Decem  ber  26,  1864. 

While  on  shore  assisting  General  Curtis  to  reembark  his  command 
General  Curtis  told  me  that  he  could  have  taken  Fort  Fisher  if  he  had 
been  supported  by  the  other  troops;  also  I  was  informed  the  same  by 
several  other  officers  of  his  command.  General  Curtis  was  near  enough 
to  Fort  Fisher  to  capture  the  rebel  flag  on  it;  also  a  horse. 

Edward  L.  Haines, 

Acting  Master,  U.  S.  Navy,  TJ.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Nereus. 


U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina ,  December  27 ,  1864. 

Sir:  While  ashore  on  Federal  Point,  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 
assisting  Brigadier-General  Curtis,  U.  S.  Army,  to  reembark  his  com¬ 
mand,  I  was  informed  by  him  that  he  was  near  enough  to  Fort  Fisher 
to  capture  a  rebel  Hag  and  a  horse,  and  that  if  he  had  been  reinforced 
when  he  requested  he  could  have  captured  Fort  Fisher. 

This  statement  was  also  made  by  other  officers  of  his  command. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  L.  Haines, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  8.  Navy,  TJ.  8.  8.  Nereus. 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Nereus. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  IJ.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

December  22,  1864. — At  8  a.  m.  sent  to  ironclad  Saugus  and  received 
11-inch  hawser  for  the  purpose  of  towing.  At  11  a.  m.  called  all  hands 
up  anchor,  got  underway,  and  stood  down  to  Hampton  Roads  in  charge 
of  pilot.  At  12: 30  p.  in',  the  Saugus  made  signal  to  go  ahead  fast.  At 
3:30  took  departure,  Cape  Henry  light  bearing  W.,  distant  about  4 
miles. 

December  24.— At  4:20  p.  m.  stopped  the  engine  and  brought  ship  to 
anchor.  Captain  Howell  left  the  ship  and  went  on  board  the  Saugus. 
Cleared  ship  for  action. 
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December  25. — At  6  a.  m.  called  all  hands  up  author.  At  6:40  got 
underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  fleet.  At  7 : 25  came  to  anchor  with 
15  fathoms  of  starboard  chain.  At  9 : 30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  cleared 
ship  for  action.  At  10  gunboats  to  the  northward  began  shelling  the 
woods.  At  10:32  the  monitors.  Ironsides ,  and  several  small  gunboats 
opened  fire  upon  Fort  Fisher.  At  10:  45  pivoted  spar-deck  guns  to  port 
and  at  11 :  08  opened  fire  with  rifled  guns,  firing  10-second  shell,  elevation 
1,800  yards.  At  11 :  46  opened  with  main-deck  battery.  At  12 :  40  passed 
within  hail  of  the  flagship;  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  shell 
woods  to  northward.  Proceeded  to  station,  anchored,  and  began  shell¬ 
ing  the  woods.  At  1 : 12  p.  m.  a  tug  came  within  hail  with  orders  from 
the  admiral  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  Ceased  firing,  got  underway, 
stood  near  transports,  and  came  to.  Sent  launch,  whaleboat,  first,  sec¬ 
ond,  and  third  cutters  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Haines.  At  2: 15  a 
flag  of  truce  was  seen  over  a  mound  on  shore.  The  Banshee  being  near¬ 
est  the  beach,  sent  a  boat  on  shore,  when  a  company  of  tl.e  Forty-second 
NTorth  Carolina  troops  surrendered.  Sent  gig  on  shore  to  offer  assist¬ 
ance.  Prisoners  were  taken  on  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At  3:40  our 
troops  were  attacked  by  the  enemy  from  the  woods.  Got  underway 
and  stood  up  the  beach  to  cover  troops.  Came  to,  head  and  stern,  and 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  At  4:  30  p.  m.  an  explosion  took  place 
in  Fort  Fisher.  At  7 :  50  was  informed  that  the  enemy  in  large  bodies 
were  marching  toward  the  beach.  Continued  shelling  the  woods.  At 
7 : 45,  the  wind  freshening,  got  underway  and  stood  off  from  beach  and 
came  to  anchor  with  port  anchor  in  5  fathoms  water,  veered  to  15 
fathoms  chain.  Whaleboat,  first  and  second  cutters  returned  to  the 
ship.  Expended  the  following  projectiles  during  to-day’s  fighting:  52 
60-pounder  shell;  107  30-pounder  shell;  93  30-pounder  shell. 

December  26. — At  1:10  a.  m.  heavy  musketry  firing  heard  on  the 
beach.  At  3:20  monitors  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  8:46  got 
underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  beach.  At  9:10  came  to  with  port 
anchor  in  5  fathoms.  Went  to  quarters  and  commenced  shelling  the 
woods.  Master’s  Mate  Rushmore  returned  to  the  ship  with  third  cut¬ 
ter’s  crew  and  reported  having  lost  his  boat,  it  having  broken  adrift 
from  a  transport.  Boat  was  damaged  in  embarking  troops.  Kept  up  a. 
slow  fire  into  the  woods.  At  1 :  45  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Haines  returned 
and  reported  launch  having  been  lost  while  reembarking  troops.  At 
3  p.  m.  Acting  Master  Haines  and  Acting  Ensign  Smith  volunteered 
to  General  Curtis  with  4  seamen  to  reembark  his  command  and  left  the 
ship  for  that  purpose.  At  5: 15  p.  m.  the  Rhode  Island  passed  within 
hail  with  orders  from  the  admiral  to  keep  up  the  fire  into  the  woods. 
At  5:40  renewed  the  fire.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Keeping  up  the  fire 
directed  into  the  woods,  firing  at  short  intervals.  From  8  to  midnight: 
Crew  at  quarters  and  firing  at  short  intervals  into  the  woods  to  the 
northward  of  our  troops.  Other  vessels  engaged  in  shelling  the  woods. 

December  27. — From  midnight  to  8  a.  m. :  Crew  at  quarters  shelling 
the  woods,  firing  at  short  intervals.  At  7  :  30  sent  two  boats  on  shore 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Rushmore  and  Spencer  to  assist  in 
reembarking  troops.  Acting  Master  Haines  and  Acting  Ensign  Smith 
still  on  shore  rendering  assistance.  From  8  to  meridian:  Boats  on 
shore  assisting  in  reembarkiug  troops.  At  11 : 37  last  boat  left  the  beach 
in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Haines,  bringing  off  General  Curtis  and 
staff. 

December  2S. — At  10:  20  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Beaufort  Bar. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  first  division. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  27, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  respectfully  forward  the  following  reports  of  casualties 
on  board  this  ship  in  the  actions  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  with  the 
Wilmington  forts: 

The  damage  which  we  sustained  was  comparatively  slight,  as  most 
of  the  enemy’s  shot  passed  over  the  ship,  doing  no  other  damage  than 
carrying  away  and  stranding  our  rigging,  except  those  named  in  the 
surgeon’s  and  carpenter’s  reports. 

A  few  days’  work  will  repair  all  damage. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  action  of  the  25th  th  .  forecastle  pivot  gun  (a 
150- pounder  Parrott)  was  discovered  to  have  burst,  but  it  was  detected 

in  season  to  prevent  any  accident  to  the  gun's  crew. 

Schenkle  projectiles  were  being  used  at  the  time  this  gun  was  dis¬ 
abled,  and  not  Parrott. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  First  Division ,  Forth  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  casualties  on  board 
this  ship  in  the  action  ot  the  24th  instant,  as  reported  by  burgeon 
James  McClelland,  U.  S.  Navy: 

Wounded. — Edmund  P.  Preble,  landsman,  slightly. 


On  the  25th. 


Killed.— William  A.  Goodridge,  landsman. 

Wounded. — John  Laddy,  ordinary  seaman,  severely;  Richard  Wall, 
landsman,  slightly;  Thomas  Powell,  seaman,  slightly;  William  A.  Cor¬ 
bitt,  landsman,  slightly;  Lewis  Williams,  landsman,  slightly. 

I  am.  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  ’  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  First  Div.,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter 
Commanding  North  Atlantic 


’ Squadron ,  off  Wilmington. 


Report  of  Commodore 


Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  first  division,  regarding  the  boat¬ 
swain’s  department  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 


U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  27, 1864. 
Admiral:  1  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  boat- 

SWEarly<inPDieIacGon  of  the  24tli  instant  the  stream  hawser  was  shot 
away  and  the  anchor  lost;  also  starboard  maintopmast  stay,  starboard 
main  brace,  and  spanker  vangs,  starboard  bumpkin  guys,  and  port  fore¬ 
topsail  brace;  port  main  topmast  stay  badly  cut. 
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In  the  action  of  the  25th  instant  the  enemy  shot  awffy  starboard  fore¬ 
stay,  starboard  main  brace,  and  starboard  head  guys,  and  starboard 
foretop  bowline. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  First  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear- Admiral  1)avih  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado,  commending  the 

officers  and  men  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  28,  1864. 

Admiral  :  1  have  the  pleasure  to  report  that  in  the  actions  of  the 
24th  and  25th  instant  with  the  forts  off  Wilmington,  the  officers  and 
crew  of  this  ship  behaved  in  a  manner  to  elicit  my  warmest  admiration 
and  manifested  all  the  coolness  of  an  ordinary  target  practice  during 
the  two  days’  battle.  It  is  difficult  to  make  a  distinction  when  all  did 
their  duty  so  faithfully.  I  should,  however,  be  doing  injustice  to  the 
executive  officer,  Lieutenant  George  Dewey,  were  I  not  to  mention  the 
invaluable  assistance  which  he  gave  me  in  having  all  the  departments 
of  the  ship  in  perfect  order  for  battle,  as  well  as  for  the  valuable  aid 
in  the  management  of  the  ship  during  the  action.  The  commanders  of 
divisions,  viz,  Lieutenant  II.  B.  Robeson,  Acting  [  Volunteer  ]  Lieutenant 
F.  F.  Baury,  Acting  Masters  E.  Coffin  and  L.  B.  King,  and  Ensign  J.  L. 
Vennard,  managed  their  batteries  with  good  judgment  and  skill,  and 
in  the  two  days’  fight  exploded  about  1,2(10  IX-iuch  shells  within  the 
enemy’s  works.  The  after  Xl-inch  pivot  was  fought  by  a  crew  of 
marines  under  Captain  L.  L.  Dawson  and  First  Lieutenant  E.  P.  Meeker, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  who  did  great  execution  with  this  gun. 

I  deem  it  to  be  a  duty  to  mention,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  invaluable  services  rendered  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  W. 
Wallace,  who  managed  the  powder  divisions,  aided  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Birge, 
paymaster’s  clerk  (who  volunteered  his  services  for  the  occasion),  with 
great  efficiency,  no  gun  having  been  delayed  an  instant  for  the  neces¬ 
sary  supply  of  ammunition.  Both  these  gentlemen  I  consider  worthy 
of  promotion. 

Lieutenant  M.  L.  Johnson  managed  the  signals  with  great  prompt¬ 
ness  and  ability  and  is  entitled  to  my  cordial  thanks.  The  medical 
department,  under  the  efficient  management  of  Surgeon  James  McClel¬ 
land,  aided  by  Assistant  Surgeons  B.  H.  Kidder  and  Robert  Willard, 
was  perfect  in  all  its  details. 

I  can  not  omit  to  mention  the  valuable  aid  received  from  my  clerk 
Mr.  Adrian  Phillipps,  and  although  for  the  first  time  under  fire,  he  dis’ 
played  the  greatest  coolness  throughout  both  actions,  rendering  me 
important  service. 

The  engineer  department,  under  the  management  of  Chief  Engineer 
B.  F.  Garvin,  was  also  admirably  managed.  Acting  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  C.  C.  Fernald  was  detailed  to  attend  the  spar-deck  engine 
bell  on  the  24tli,  and  on  the  25th  volunteered  for  the  same  duty,  and 
was  very  attentive  and  efficient,  not  only  at  his  post,  but  in  passing 
orders  to  the  forecastle. 

Before  closing  I  desire  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  the  crew  of 
gun  Xo.  4  (main  deck),  who,  after  the  rest  of  the  gun’s  crew  were  killed 
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or  disabled,  worked  tlieir  gim  with  the  rapidity  of  a  full  crew,  viz, 
Edward  Coffin,  seaman;  Edward  Hilton,  seaman;  Louis  Gerrard,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman;  Timothy  H.  Lord,  landsman;  James  B.  Twombly,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman;  Robert  Baker,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Broderick, 
ordinary  seaman. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  First  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  first  division,  in  response  to  General 

Order  No.  75. 

II.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Admiral:  In  compliance  with  your  General  Order  No.  75,  under 
date  of  30th  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  say  that  in  the  actions  of  the 
24th  and  25th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  its  dependencies  that  these 
works  were  effectually  silenced  by  the  heavy  and  accurate  Are  of  the 
fleet  for  hours  at  a  time,  the  enemy  only  replying  to  our  fire  when  an 
occasional  cessation  occurred  on  our  part. 

On  the  24th  an  explosion  took  place,  during  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
fleet,  within  the  main  fort  of  the  rebels,  and,  immediately  after  which, 
flames  were  observed  streaming  high  above  the  walls,  naturally  leading 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  fired  the  barracks  and  other  tenements 
connected  with  Fort  Fisher.  During  the  continuance  of  this  blaze, 
which  was  for  hours,  not  a  gun  was  fired  by  the  enemy  (to  the  best  of 
my  recollection)  except  from  the  isolated  work  called  the  Mound  Fort. 

On  the  25tli  instant  the  range  was  shorter  and  the  firing  of  the  fleet 
more  accurate  than  on  the  preceding  day.  It  is  my  belief  that  not  a 
shot  or  shell  was  fired  by  the  advanced  line  of  ships  that  did  not  either 
penetrate  the  earthworks  of  the  enemy  or  explode  within  them.  The 
crew  of  this  ship  were  perfectly  cool,  and  fired  with  deliberation  and 
apparent  severe  effect  upon  the  enemy,  delivering  on  the  first  day 
1,569  projectiles.  Rear  the  close  of  the  second  day’s  action,  we  per¬ 
ceived  tlie  near  approach  of  the  advanced  skirmishers  of  our  army 
force,  which  had  landed  late  in  the  day,  when  our  fire  ceased  for  nearly 
thirty  minutes,  and  was  only  resumed  after  we  had  been  hulled  several 
times  by  a  vicious  gun  which  appeared  to  be  fired  from  the  R.  F.  angle 
of  Fort  Fisher.  We  then  reopened  heavily,  but  more  to  the  left  than 
we  had  previously  fired,  to  avoid  annoying  our  own  troops  who  were 
seen  approaching  the  forts.  The  effect  of  this  last  heavy  fire  was 
apparently  severe  upon  the  casemated  works  to  the  southward  and 
westward  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  this  time  a  succession  of  explosions  was 
heard  in  the  rear  of  these  casemates,  followed  by  the  blaze  of  a  large 
building,  which  continued  to  burn  during  the  greater  part  of  Christmas 
night. 

My  impression  with  regard  to  the  defensibility  of  the  fort  (battered 
as  it  was)  against  a  combined  attack  of  the  army  and  navy  is,  that  it 
could  have  been  carried  by  assault  on  either  of  the  evenings  of  the  24th 
or  25th  instant. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  it  was  deemed  possible  entirely  to  demolish  a 
casemated  earthwork  like  Fort  Fisher,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  every¬ 
thing  was  done  that  could  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  navy  to  l  ender  it 
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untenable,  tlie  enemy  having  been  again  and  again  driven  from  their 
guns  (some  of  which,  it  appears,  were  dismounted  by  our  fire)  and  com¬ 
pelled  to  seek  refuge  in  their  sand  holes. 

The  shoalness  of  the  water  for  a  mile  seaward  of  the  forts  constituted 
their  only  safety  against  total  destruction,  or  at  least  the  dismounting 
of  every  gun,  such  was  the  heavy  and  concentrated  fire  of  those  two 
days’  bombardment.  This  ship  planted  230  shot  in  the  rebel  works  on 
the  25th  and  exploded  99G  shells  within  them  on  that  day. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  First  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

September  1, 1864. — Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

October  6. — Stood  to  sea  in  charge  of  pilot. 

October  12. — At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads. 

December  24. — Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  At  1 :  45  a.  m.  a  heavy 
explosion  to  the  westward.  At  2  admiral  signaled.  At  2 : 30  a  quantity 
of  smoke  passed  over  from  the  westward.  At  5 :  30  underway  with  the 
fleet  and  stood  inshore.  At  9 :  50  came  to  with  the  starboard  anchor  in 
7-|  fathoms  water.  Flagship  signaled  “Form  in  line — open  order.” 
At  10 :  55  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  west  for  the  forts.  At  11 :  20 
a.  m.  went  to  quarters.  At  12 : 51,  Ironsides  and  Canonicus  opened  fire, 
returned  by  the  forts.  At  1:25  came  to  with  port  anchor,  veered  25 
fathoms,  let  go  kedge  astern,  formed  in  line  of  battle.  At  1:30 
p.  m.  opened  fire  with  the  starboard  battery.  At  1:45  p.  m.  stream 
hawser  shot  away  and  lost  the  kedge.  At  2:08  p.  in.  exploded 
magazine  in  Fort  Fisher.  At  2:45  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  went 
astern,  ceased  firing  except  with  the  rifle  and  Xl-incli  .  At  3  p.  in. 
anchored  and  commenced  firing,  extreme  elevation,  shots  all  telling 
well.  At  3:35  p.  m.  heavy  smoke  seen  from  Fort  Fisher.  At  3:40 
ceased  firing  at  Fort  Fisher  and  fired  at  the  Mound.  Signaled  the 
flagship  “Mound  only  firing.”  At  3:50  p.  m.  flagstaff  on  the  Mound 
shot  away,  but  was  replaced  soon  after.  At  5:05  p.  m.  flagship  sig¬ 
naled,  “Prepare  to  retire  for  the  night.”  Ceased  firing  and  got  under¬ 
way.  At  6  p.  m.  anchored  in  9  fathoms  water  and  veered  to  45  fathoms. 
Received  shot  in  the  gangway,  bolt  forward  of  gangway,  shot  in  cut¬ 
water,  shot  in  bow,  fore  royal  stay  and  maintopmast  stay  shot  away, 
also  head  of  topgallant  mast  in  starboard  gangway,  four  deck  planks 
broken  through,  and  shot  through  second  launch  and  cutter. 

December  25.— At  9 : 20  a.  m.  flagship  signaled,  “  Prepare  to  get  under 
way.”  At  9:30  a.  m.  underway  and  steaming  in  toward  the  forts.  At 
10 :  20  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters.  At  10 : 30  flagship  signaled,  “  Stop.”  At 
1 : 20  p.  m.  flagship  signaled,  “  Take  station.”  At  1 : 21  p.  in.  commenced 
action.  At  1 :  22  anchored  with  stream  anchor  and  port  bow  anchor  in  6 
fathoms ;  veered  to  15  fathoms.  At  3  p.  m.  rifled  gun  reported  disabled. 
At  3 : 40  ii.  m.  Wabash  steamed  out  of  action.  At  3:  40  p.  m.  signaled 
flagship,  «  Rifle  gun  is  disabled.”  At  4  p.  m.  flagship  signaled,  «  Pre¬ 
pare  to  discontinue  action.”  At  4 : 15  p.  m.  shells  from  Fort  Fisher  fall¬ 
ing  around  us  fast.  At  4 : 30  p.  in.  struck  with  a  X-inch  solid  shot  over 
No.  4  gun,  starboard  side,  shot  going  through,  carrying  away  lock  of 
No.  4  gun  and  screw  lever,  killing  1  man  and  wounding  5;  and  passing 
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ov  er  carried  away  axle  and  starboard  truck  of  No.  5  gun,  port  side  At 
commenced  bring  again.  At  4 : 40  p.  m.  signaler!  to  the  Min- 
AAa'  Lnemy  are  hulling  us;  lire  for  your  own  protection.”  At 
4.40  p  in  fire  broke  out  to  the  left  of  Tort  Fisher/  At  4:50  p.  m. 

lnUiL  e<1  “  Commenced  firing  because  the  enemy  were 

5uJJjng  us.  At  o  p.  m.  flagship  signaled,  “Retire  from  action.”  At 
o :  0o  a  tug  hailed  us,  telling  us  to  “  Discontinue  action,  and  reserve 
ammunition  tor  the  assault.”  At  5 : 07  p.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  kedge 

the  i°Ut  At  5 : 12  ceased  flriug'-  At  6  anchored  with 

tlie  poit  anchor  in  8  fathoms  water  and  veered  to  45  fathoms  chain. 

Doth  forestays  and  mam  brace  shot  away.  At  11 :  45  p.  m.  heavy  firino- 
heard  on  shore.  J  & 

December  26.— From  midnight  till  4  a.  m.  forts  and  ironclads  firing 
during  the  watch.  At  8  a.  m.  the  flagship  passed  within  hail  and 
ordered  the  ship  to  Beaufort.  Firing  to  the  westward  during  the  first 
two  hours.  At  12  -  45  p.  m.  received  an  order  from  the  admiral  to  return 
again  and  fill  up  with  ammunition  and  again  attack  the  forts.  Wore 
ship  and  steamed  S.  W  .  by  W.  for  the  fleet.  From  8  to  midnight  heavy 
firing  to  the  westward.  s  y 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  division,  transmitting  minutes 
ot  the  bombardment,  taken  on  board  the  II.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C .,  December  31 , 1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  minutes 
taken  on  the  quarter-deck  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  the  attack  upon 
4  ort  4  isher.  1 

Also  the  reports  from  several  officers  of  the  ship. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  during  the  engagement  with 
the  torts  the  24th  and  25th  of  December  the  conduct  of  all  the  officers 
men,  marines,  and  boys  on  board  the  Minnesota  was  entirely  satis* 
factory.  Everyone  performed  his  duty  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability 
Ihe  working  and  practice  of  the  guns  could  not  have  been  better. 
Many  excellent  shots  were  made,  and  in  this  respect  the  two  guns 
worked  by  the  marines  were  equal  to  any  other  division.  In  a  word 
all  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  creditable  manner,  and  I  need  not 
assure  you  that,  in  the  opinion  of  those  on  board  the  Minnesota  if  the 
assault  was  not  made  upon  Fort  Fisher,  it  was  not  for  the  want  of  the 
most  tremendous  bombardment  of  modern  times  by  the  fleet  under 
your  command. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Minutes  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  Uth  and  25th  of  December,  1864  taken 
upon  the  quarter-deck  of  the  U.S.  steam  frigate  Minnesota,  Commodore  .Joseph  Lanman 
commanding,  by  O.  B.  McCurdy ,  captain’s  clerk. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 

Lat.  330  56,  30n  _y.,  Long.  77 °  22'  IF.,  December  24 ,  1864. 
At  5: 15  a.  m.  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flagship  and 
steamed  toward  Fort  Fisher.  Anchored  a  few  moments  in  line  of  bat¬ 
tle  near  the  fort  before  taking  position. 
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At  12  o’clock  beat  to  quarters,  wind  S.  W.  by  W. 

Got  spring  on  both  bower  anchors  and  prepared  to  anchor  with  spring 
on  starboard  bower. 

At  12 : 30  p.  in.  dinner  at  quarters. 

At  12 : 55  p.  in.  the  New  Ironsides  opened  fire  upon  1  ort  1  isker,  lol- 
lowed  quickly  by  the  monitors,  commencing  with  the  Canonicus. 

The  Minnesota  opened  fire  as  soon  as  the  guns  could  bear  upon  Fort 
Fisher,  at  1 : 15  p.  in.,  anchoring  at  the  same  time  in  the  position  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  order  of  battle  about  1  mile  from  the  tort,  hoit  Fishei 

bearing  W.  1  S.,  Mound,  W.  S.  W.  . 

Enemy  replied,  two  shots  passing  close  over  the  Minnesota.  An 
explosion  took  place  in  the  fort,  believed  to  be  by  the  fire  of  the  Min¬ 
nesota.  Another  shot  from  the  enemy  cut  the  spring.  Made  signal  to 
flagship  for  a  tug  to  carry  out  the  spring.  Tug  came  in  answer  to  sig¬ 
nal,  having  on  board  Captain  Breese,  the  fleet  captain,  but  was  not 
able  to  carry  out  our  spring. 

The  Colorado  passed  on  our  port  bow,  and  took  position  at  2  :  60  p.  m. 
At  3: 15  p.  m.  rebel  flag  shot  away. 

At  4  p.  m.  flying  jib  stay,  fore  royal  stay,  and  fore-topgallant  stay 
shot  away. 

At  4: 15  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  fire  more  slowly. 

At  5:05  p.  m.  general  signal  from  flagship  to  prepare  to  retire. 

At  5 : 15  p.  m.  order  was  given  to  cease  firing  and  prepare  to  heave 
up  anchor. 

At  6  p.  m.  withdrew  from  position,  dropping  a  buoy  at  the  anchorage 
and  steamed  offshore,  anchoring  about  7  or  8  miles  distant.  Fort 
Fisher  bearing  southwest. 

The  ship  was  held  in  position  for  firing  upon  the  fort  by  steam,  helm, 

staysail,  and  iib.  ,  . 

Several  explosions  and  fires  took  place  in  the  fort  during  our  tiring 
and  many  of  the  enemy’s  missiles  fell  near  the  Minnesota. 

December  25,  1864. 

At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway. 

At  10:15  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters. 

At  10:35  a.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  stop. 

At  10 : 45  a.  m.  the  New  Ironsides  opened  fire. 

At  10 : 55  a.  m.  the  monitors  opened  fire. 

At  11  a.  m.  signal  from  flagship  to  take  position. 

At  11:15  a.  m.  the  Minnesota  took  position  about  300  yards  nearer 
Fort  Fisher  than  where  she  dropped  the  buoy  the  day  previous,  and 
commenced  firing  with  her  forward  guns. 

At  12  m.  let  go  port  anchor  with  25  fathoms  of  chain. 

At  12:05  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  get  underway. 

At  12 : 10  ceased  tiring. 

At  12:15  p.  m.  Commander  Rliind  came  on  board  with  orders  from 
the  admiral  to  plant  a  buoy  as  near  Fort  Fisher  as  practicable,  which 
he  (Commander  Rhind)  placed  from  150  to  200  yards  nearer  the  fort. 
This  position  was  exactly  taken  by  the  Minnesota  at  1 : 05  p.  m.,  letting 
go  the  kedge  on  the  port  quarter  at  the  same  time. 

At  1: 15  p.  m.  let  go  port  bower  anchor  and  opened  fire  by  divisions, 
Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  £  S.,  Mound  W.  S.  W.  £  W.  Wreck  and 
Mound  in  a  line.  Shot  passed  over  smokestack,  grazing  the  mainstay. 

Colorado  passed  on  our  port  bow,  taking  position  at  1:25  p.  m.,  at 
which  time  a  shot  struck  the  Minnesota  below  the  water  line. 

At  1:40  p.  m.  set  the  spanker.  Shell  came  in  through  amidships 
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port  on  spar  deck,  passed  through  launch  and  first  cutter  and  lodged 
in  the  stern  sheets  of  the  first  cutter. 

At  2  p.  in.  dinner  at  quarters,  though  the  firing  was  continued  by 
divisions.  Fired  very  deliberately  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
admiral. 

At  3:  45  p.  m.  brailed  up  the  spanker.  Shell  exploded  on  starboard 
chain  armor.  Another  shell  exploded,  scattering  on  both  sides  of  the 
ship. 

At  4:05  p.  in.  flagship  made  signal  to  prepare  to  get  underway. 

At  4: 10  p.  m.  ceased  firing  agreeable  to  signal. 

At  4:20  p.  m.  rebel  flag  shot  away. 

At  4 : 45  i).  m.  opened  fire  again,  and  fired  very  rapidly,  in  obedience 
to  signal.  At  this  time  the  roar  from  our  batteries  for  throe  or  four 
rounds  was  most  terrific. 

At  4:55  p.  m.  ceased  firing  and  prepared  to  retire,  agreeable  to  sig¬ 
nal  from  flagship. 

At  5 : 15  p.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  retired. 

No  casualties  either  day,  and  although  the  ship  was  struck  in  several 
places,  very  little  damage  was  done. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  division,  regarding  casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  December  27,  1864. 

Admiral:  Agreeable  to  your  order  by  signal  of  this  noon,  to  report 
the  casualties  on  board  this  ship  in  the  engagement  with  Fort  Fisher 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  last,  I  am  happy  to  state  that  none  of  the 
personnel  of  this  ship  were  injured.  Several  shot  struck  the  hull,  one 
under  the  fore  chain,  doing  no  special  damage;  one  shell  exploded  on 
the  chain  armor,  abreast  of  the  boilers;  one  30-pounder  Parrott  shell 
passed  through  the  launch  and  first  cutter,  lodging  in  the  stern  sheets 
of  the  first  cutter;  a  heavy  shell  grazed  the  mainstay,  and  some  of  the 
light  head  stays  were  shot  away. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Second  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  reports  of  damages,  and 
ammunition  expended  on  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 

XL  S.  Steam  Frigate  Minnesota, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  26,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  enclose  the  reports  of  the  boatswain,  gunner,  car¬ 
penter,  and  sailmaker  of  this  vessel  in  regard  to  the  actions  of  the  24th 
and  25th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  the  various  batteries  at  New 
Inlet. 
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So  far  as  I  was  able  to  observe,  every  officer,  man,  ^iiM  boy  in  the 
ship  performed  bis  whole  duty. 

I  desire  to  add  that  when  I  reported  on  board  (only  a  few  days  before 
the  action  took  place)  I  found  the  organization  of  the  vessel  perfect, 
and  it  is  simple  justice  to  say  that  whatever  praise  belongs  to  the 
executive  officer  for  this  is  the  due  of  Lieutenant  M.  S.  Stuyvesant, 
who  was  my  predecessor  in  that  capacity. 

I  came  here  too  late  to  make  any  changes,  had  any  been  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Executive  Officer. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  Minnesota. 

[Enclosures.] 

IT.  S.  Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C .,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  the  following  damages  were  sustained 
to  the  rigging  of  this  ship  during  the  action  of  the  24th  and  25th 
instant. 

The  flying  jib  stay,  fore  royal  stay,  fore-topgallant  stay  were  all  shot 
away. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Bunker, 

Boatswain. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  ammunition  expended  on  board  U.  8.  Ship  Minnesota,  December  24  and  25, 1S64. 


Xl-inch  charges,  15  pounds .  64 

IX-incli  charges,  13  pounds . .  21 

IX-inch  charges,  10  pounds . . . .  1,  723 

150-pounder  charges,  16  pounds . . .  95 

100-pounder  charges,  10  pounds .  79 

Total  of  powder,  20,773  pounds. 

Xl-inch  shell  loaded  and  fuzed .  64 

IX-iuch  shell  loaded  and  fuzed . . .  1,  744 

150-pounder  shell  loaded  and  fuzed .  95 

100-pounder  shell  loaded  and  fuzed . . .  79 


Total  of  projectiles 


1,982 


Very  respectfully  submitted. 


Bobt.  H.  Cross, 

Gunner. 


Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Minnesota. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date,  I  respectfully  make  the 
following  report  of  the  damage  sustained  by  this  ship  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  24th  and  25tli  instant: 

One  shot  struck  the  first  launch,  going  through  her  and  damaging 
the  first  cutter. 
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One  struck  starboard  bow,  doing  but  slight  damage. 

Two  shots  struck  the  chain  placed  on  the  outside  for  the  protection 
of  the  machinery,  doing  no  damage. 

Several  pieces  of  shell  are  embedded  in  the  side  of  the  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  O.  Goodsoe, 

Carpenter. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding . 


TJ.  S.  Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  26 ,  1864. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  there  were  no  injuries  sustained  in 
the  sailmaker’s  department  of  this  ship  during  the  action  of  the  24tli 
and  25th  instant. 

Y ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Odion  Fassett, 

SailmaJcer. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding. 


Detailed  report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  division,  in  response 

to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C. ,  January  1 ,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  receive  this  evening  your  General 
Order  No.  75,  whereby  1  am  called  upon  to  report  the  damage  appar¬ 
ently  done  to  Fort  Fisher  in  the  attack  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  by  the  fleet  under  your  command. 

The  minutes  and  official  report  which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to 
you  on  the  3lst  ultimo  give  the  details  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Minne¬ 
sota  in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  24th  ultimo,  the  first  engagement,  I  visited  and  addressed  the 
crew  of  every  gun,  to  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of  careful  firing, 
and  to  see  that  their  shot  took  effect  before  firing  again  and  not  to 
throw  away  a  shot. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  firing,  and  with  scarcely  any  intermis¬ 
sion,  I  was  upon  the  bridge  just  forward  of  the  mizzenmast,  having  my 
glass  in  hand;  thus  elevated  10  feet  above  the  spar-deck  battery,  and 
15  feet  above  the  main  deck  guns,  my  line  of  vision  was  considerably 
beyond  that  of  the  men  at  the  guns.  The  wind  being  offshore  (from 
the  direction  of  firing),  and  clear  from  smoke,  my  opportunities  for  see¬ 
ing  the  practice  and  effect  of  our  guns  could  not  have  been  better,  and 
I  most  positively  believe  that  the  greater  part  of  our  shells  told  upon 
the  fort,  and  of  this  there  was  no  doubt  when  the  200  pounder*  Parrott 
and  the  XI  inch  guns  were  fired,  as  they  raised  an  unmistakable  cloud 
of  dirt  and  sand. 

Upon  several  occasions  the  first  day  fire  broke  out  in  the  fort,  and 
the  crew  of  the  spar-deck  battery  gave  three  hearty  cheers  in  the  belief 
that  the  fire  was  caused  by  our  guns,  which  was  my  opinion,  and  I  so 
represented  it  at  the  time  to  the  men.  At  the  same  time  there  were 


*  Same  as  150-pouuder. 
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several  explosions,  as  I  believe  within  the  fort;  and  if  our  guns  did  not 
[do]  an  immense  injury  to  the  batteries,  there  is  no  confidence  to  be 
placed  in  vision  or  good  firing.  The  batteries  were  frequently  silenced 
by  the  rapid  firing  of  the  fieet  generally,  but  with  the  least  let-up  on  our 
part  they  would  again  open,  and  I  should  judge  with  excellent  practice, 
as  their  shot  flew  about  us  in  all  directions,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they 
were  equally  good  in  practice  to  the  other  ships. 

By  a  kind  Providence  we  received  little  or  no  damage,  only  eight  or 
ten  shots  touching  the  ship,  but  plain  enough  in  sight  to  show  their 
good  firing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  having  received  instructions  from  you 
that  the  army  would  land  to  assault  the  fort,  and  that  we  must  be  pre¬ 
pared  to  cease  firing  at  the  moment  the  signal  should  be  made  to  that 
effect,  and  that  great  care  must  be  exercised  not  to  fire  upon  our  troops 
should  they  make  the  assault,  and  to  fire  more  deliberately  than  the 
day  previous,  I  delivered  these  Avords,  in  person,  to  every  gun’s  creAv 
at  quarters  before  the  engagement;  that  the  men  as  well  as  the  officers 
should  perfectly  understand  that  when  the  order  was  given,  and  the 
steam  Avliistle  sounded,  all  firing  should  cease,  as  the  assault  was  then 
to  be  made. 

Our  position  in  the  action  of  the  second  day  was  probably  300  or  400 
yards  nearer  Port  Fisher  than  it  was  the  day  previous.  Our  firing  was 
much  more  slow  and  deliberate,  and  the  effect  appeared  to  be  of  the 
most  damaging  character,  as  the  lines  and  angles  of  the  works  were 
evidently  changed. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  went  to  the  fore-topmast  head  to 
witness  our  firing,  which. he  pronounced  to  be  excellent.  Also  our  pilot, 
Mr.  F.  O.  Fowler,  a  most  reliable  man,  was  some  time  at  the  masthead 
with  a  glass,  and  he  judged  our  firing  to  be  excellent,  and  doing  great 
damage  to  the  fort. 

Captain  Butler,  of  the  marines,  commanding  his  battery,  being  upon 
the  sheer  pole  of  the  mizzen  rigging,  pronounced  the  practice  excellent. 

Ensign  Willard,  avIio  was  upon  the  bridge  to  look  out  for  the  change 
of  the  head  of  the  ship  (should  it  become  thick)  concurred  in  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  above  gentlemen  that  the  injury  done  the  forts  by  our  firing 
was  very  great. 

Lieutenant  Stuyvesant,  who  had  charge  of  the  gun-deck  battery, 
came  upon  the  spar  deck  when  the  gun-deck  divisions  were  not  firing. 
This  officer  having  seen  considerable  gun  practice  on  other  ships,  his 
opinion,  that  the  practice  the  second  day  Avas  most  excellent,  doing 
much  damage  to  the  enemy,  is  well  worthy  of  consideration. 

The  last  four  broadsides  of  rapid  firing  by  the  Minnesota  were  of  the 
most  terrific  character,  and  it  was  represented  to  me  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Watmougli  (who  was  in  position  inshore,  and  to  the  north¬ 
ward)  that  our  shell  fell  like  a  perfect  hailstorm  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and 
that  the  firing  was  of  the  most  excellent  effect. 

Upon  retiring  from  position  that  night,  I  had  not  the  slightest  doubt 
but  that  the  assault  would  be  made  before  morning,  and  could  I  have 
then  known  that  the  skirmishers  had  advanced  within  50  yards  of  the 
fort  (the  distance  from  our  forecastle  to  the  quarter-deck),  and  that 
some  of  our  gallant  soldiers  had  mounted  the  parapet,  captured  and 
brought  off  a  horse  and  killed  an  orderly — also,  that  they  had  captured 
a  flag  (which  the  navy  fleet  had  shot  aAvay) — I  would  not  have  believed 
that  there  con’d  be  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  flag  of  the  Union  being 
hoisted  at  daylight  upon  the  well-battered  fort. 
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When  we  were  informed  the  following  day  that  the  troops  were  about 
to  reembark,  scarcely  anyone  would  credit  the  report;  but  when  the 
fact  became  known,  a  universal  opinion  of  disappointment  (not  to  say 
disgust)  prevailed. 

May  I  not  be  permitted  to  suggest,  if  the  garrison  in  the  fort  could  be 
kept  in  their  bombproofs  so  closely  by  the  fire  of  the  navy  that  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  picket  line  could  venture  upon  the  parapet  and  into  the 
works,  why  could  not  an  assault  have  then  been  made  and  the  precon¬ 
certed  signal  given  to  cease  firing,  which  would  have  been  instantly 
obeyed,  and  little  danger  of  the  shell  of  the  navy  falling  about  the  heads 
of  the  daring  men  who  entered  the  works. 

Admiral,  excuse  this  lengthy  report.  I  have  gone  into  detail  that  it 
should  be  understood  that  the  M innesota  did  not  go  into  the  light  merely 
to  blaze  away  at  the  beach  about  Fort  Fisher,  but  that  the  sole  object 
of  our  practice  was  to  demolish  the  tort,  and  to  convey  the  impression 
of  so  many  officers  that  the  tort  could  have  been  carried  by  assault 
after  the  severe  battering  it  received  from  the  navy  fleet  under  your 
command. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Com  manding  Second  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blochading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  U.  S.  Ship  Minnesota. 

September  30,  1864. — Commodore  Lanman  assumed  command  of  the 
ship,  by  order  of  the  Navy  Department. 

December  13. — At  9 :  30  a.  m.  left  anchorage  and  proceeded  down  the 

no  -\r 

December  19. — At  3:30  p.  m.  brought  ship  to  anchor  off  Wilmington, 
N.  C. 

December  24. — At  11  a  m.  got  underway  and  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
steered  for  Fort  Fisher.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Beat  to  quarters, 
prepared  to  anchor  with  spring  on  either  anchor.  At  12 : 30  p.  m. 
action  commenced  by  the  IT.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides  opening  tire  on 
Fort  Fisher.  At  12:55  the  monitors  opened  tire,  the  Canomcus  first, 
upon  the  fort.  The  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota  steaming  ahead  slowly,  took  the 
position  assigned  her  in  a  quarter  less  5  fathoms  water,  anchoring  with 
starboard  anchor.  At  1:15  p.  m.  enemy  replied,  two  shots  passing 
close  over  us.  Hoisted  head  sails  and  used  them  when  necessary  to 
keep  ship  in  position.  An  explosion  took  place  in  the  tort.  Made  sig¬ 
nal  for  a  tug;  one  came  alongside  in  obedience  to  signal  and  attempted 
to  tow  our  stern  inshore,  but  as  we  soon  got  moored  it  was  not  neces¬ 
sary.  At  1 : 45  p.  m.  parted  the  spring  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Colorado  passed 
ahead  of  us  and  commenced  action.  At  3: 15  p.  m.  therebel  flag  was 
shot  away,  Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  \  S.,  Mound  W.  S.  W.  The  flying 
gib  and  fore-topgallant  stays  were  shot  away.  Two  explosions  in  suc¬ 
cession  took  place  in  the  fort.  Flagship  made  signal  to  tire  more  delib, 
erately,  which  was  obeyed.  Flagship  made  general  ^gnal  to  prepare 
to  retire  at  5 : 05  p.  m.  Ceased  tiring  at  5 : 15  and  prepared  to  heave  up 
anchor,  withdrew  from  position  at  6  p.  m.  At  6  p.  in.  hove  up  anchor 
and  stood  offshore,  came  to  anchor  in  8£  fathoms  water. 
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December  25. — At  12:05  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  do  get  underway. 
An  officer  came  on  board  from  the  flagship  at  12 : 15.  At  12 : 35  ceased 
firing.  Used  a  boat’s  anchor  to  buoy  channel.  Hove  up  port  anchor 
and  shifted  our  position.  At  1:05  p.  m.  let  go  hedge  anchor  and  at 
1: 15  let  go  the  starboard  anchor,  opening  fire  with  the  starboard  gun 
at  the  same  time  by  divisions  very  deliberately.  The  U.  S.  S.  Colorado 
passed  on  our  port  bow  and  took  position  at  1 :  25  p.  m.  While  she  was 
passing  we  were  struck  below  the  water’s  edge  by  the  enemy’s  shot. 
At  1 : 40  p.  m.  hauled  out  the  spanker.  Fort  Fisher  bore  W  J  S.  "  Mound 
W.  S.  W.  £  S.  At  1 : 45  wreck  and  Mound  in  a  line.  A  shell  from  the 
enemy  passed  through  the  launch  and  lodged  in  the  first  cutter.  At 
2  j).  m.  the  men  got  dinner.  At  3: 15  p.  in.  hauled  down  the  spanker. 
Struck  by  a  shell  amidships.  Another  shell  exploded  scattering  the 
water  on  both  sides  of  the  vessel.  At  4:  05  the  flagship  made  signal  to 
get  underway  and  to  cease  firing  at  4 : 1 0.  At  4 : 20  rebel  flag  shot  down. 
At  4:  45  opened  fire  again  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flagship  and  fired 
rapidly.  At  4: 55  ceased  firing  and  prepared  to  retire  in  obedience  to 
signal  from  flagship.  At  5 : 15  hove  up  the  anchor  and  withdrew  from 
action.  At  midnight  inshore  fleet  opened  fire  on  the  fort. 

,  December  26.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  First  part  of  watch  heavy 
firing  inshore.  Up  to  5  a.  m.  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher. 
Latter  part  of  the  watch  firing  to  the  northward  and  southward  of  us. 
At  8:30  a.  m.  flagship  came  within  hail  and  ordered  this  ship  to  Beau¬ 
fort.  At  10 : 15  got  underway  and  proceeded  on  our  course  under  steam, 
4  bells.  At  11 :  20  stopped  for  the  dispatch  boat  Little  Ada.  At  11 : 30 
the  Mackinaw  made  signal,  steered  in  toward  the  anchorage  we  left  this 
11i101  supposing  by  seeing  the  dispatch  boat  recalling  the  rest  of 
the  fleet  that  we  should  be  required  also.  At  12  meridian  received 
orders  from  the  Admiral  (by  dispatch  boat)  to  come  to  anchor  and  take 
m  ammunition  from  the  ordnance  vessels  and  be  ready  to  go  in  and 
attack  the  fort  when  the  fog  lifted.  Hoisted  out  and  sent  second  launch 
aiid  iiist,  third,  fourth,  fifth  cutters  to  the  ordnance  schooner  for  ammii- 
nition.  All  of  the  fleet  at  anchor.  Cutters  returned  with  ammunition 
on  board. 

December  27.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Heavy  firing  to  the  west¬ 
ward  during  the  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.:  Gunboats  shelling  the 
woods  during  the  watch.  From  8  to  meridian :  Troops  embarking  and 
going  northward.  Several  of  our  vessels  shelling  the  beach  and  the 
woods  Saw  a  steamer  going  in  over  the  Western  Bar.  A  vessel 
resembling  a  ram  came  out  and  cruised  around.  Several  of  our  gun¬ 
boats  left  the  fleet  and  went  over  to  the  Western  Bar.  From  4  to  6  p  m  • 
Cutters  bringing  ammunition  from  the  ordnance  schooner.  At  sunset 
heard  heavy  firing  from  Fort  Fisher. 

December  2S.  At  5  p.  m.  catted  and  fished  our  anchor  and  steamed 
on  our  course  to  Beaufort. 


Detailed  report  of  Commodore  Schenck,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  third 

General  Order  No.  75. 


division,  in  response  to 


<J.  o.  O.  x  OWHATAN, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  1 ,  1865. 
Admiral:  Your  General  Order  No.  75  did  not  reach  me  until  this 
evening,  owing  to  its  being  sent  on  board  the  Colorado. 

In  reply  to  that  part  of  it  requiring  me  to  make  a  report  of  the  part 
I  took  m  the  actions  of  the  -4th  and  25th  ultimo,  I  have  to  state  that 
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at  1 : 20  p.  m.  on  the  24tli,  I  took  my  position  in  the  line  as  directed  by 
yon,  with  a  hedge  upon  my  port  quarter,  acting  as  a  spring,  letting  go 
my  port  anchor,  with  25  fathoms  of  chain,  which  brought  my  starboard 
broadside  to  bear  upon  the  forts.  I  immediately  opened  a  vigorous  fire 
upon  the  batteries,  paying  especial  attention  to  Fort  Fisher  with  my 
Xl-inch  gun,  and  to  the  Mound  with  my  two  100-pounder  Parrotts,  and 
with  my  IX-inch  guns  to  the  batteries  more  immediately  abreast  of  us. 
It  is  reported  and  believed  on  board  this  ship  that  one  of  the  shells 
from  our  Xl-inch,  which  exploded  in  Fort  Fisher,  set  fire  to  it.  At  2 : 45 
p.  m.  finding  that  some  of  my  IX-inch  shell  fell  short,  and  that  the 
Brooklyn  being  underway  occasionally  interfered  with  my  line  of  sight, 
I  got  underway,  continuing  the  action,  and  stood  into  44  fathoms  water, 
from  which  position  every  shot  told  with  great  effect;  from  this  time 
the  action  was  continued  underway.  At  3:10  p.  m.  the  end  of  our 
spanker  gaff  was  shot  away,  and  our  flag  came  down  with  it;  hoisted 
it  immediately  at  the  mizzen.  About  the  same  time  the  rebel  flag  on 
Fort  Fisher  was  shot  away  and  was  not  raised  again  during  the  action. 
At  3 : 45  p.  m.  the  flagstaff  on  the  Mound  was  shot  away,  which  shot  is 
claimed  by  our  pivot  rifle.  At  5:20  p.  m.  the  signal  was  made  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  action;  hauled  off,  having  sustained  no  loss  of  life  or 
injury  to  ship. 

During  this  day’s  action  we  fired  236  IX-inch  shell,  54  Xl-incli  shell, 
82  100-pounder  rifle  shell. 

Xot  a  shell  was  wasted  from  the  Xl-inch  and  rifles,  and  only  afewin 
the  early  part  of  the  action  from  the  IX-inch  guns.  The  starboard 
battery  only  was  used  in  action,  viz,  8  IX-inch  guns,  2  100-pounder 
Parrott  rifles,  and  1  Xl-inch  pivot  gun. 

On  the  25th  I  took  my  position  as  before,  although  nearer  the  bat¬ 
teries  and  farther  in,  the  batteries  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound 
being  abreast  of  us;  my  position  was  an  admirable  one  for  engaging 
these  batteries,  and  my  IX-inch  guns  were  principally  employed  in 
doing  this,  as  it  was  only  by  these  we  were  annoyed,  with  an  occasional 
shot  from  the  Mound.  During  this  day  not  a  shot  fell  short,  which 
accounts  for  my  increased  expenditure  of  IX-inch  shell.  At  2 : 10  p.  m. 
we  opened  fire,  which  was  replied  to  by  the  batteries  abreast  of  us 
more  vigorously  than  the  day  before.  I  am  not  aware  of  having 
received  a  single  shot  from  Fort  Fisher  this  day.  At  3 : 30  p.  m.  a  port 
main  shroud  was  shot  away;  soon  after  we  were  struck  three  times  in 
pretty  rapid  succession.  One  shot  struck  us  under  Xo.  3  port,  3  feet 
above  the  water  line,  passing  through  into  a  store  room,  and  deposit¬ 
ing  itself  in  a  mattress;  it  is  a  solid  VIII  inch  shot.  Two  shot  struck 
under  Xo.  2  port,  20  inches  below  the  water  line,  one  remaining  in  the 
side  and  the  other  going  through  and  lodging  in  a  beam  on  the  orlop 
deck,  causing  the  ship  to  leak  badly.  A  glancing  shot  struck  the  stern 
of  the  ship,  but  did  no  material  injury,  and  some  of  our  running  rig¬ 
ging  shot  away.  At  4: 10  p.  in.,  having  expended  all  the  ammunition 
for  Xl-inch  and  rifles,  and  nearly  all  for  my  IX-inch  guns,  made  signal 
“Ammunition,  I  am  short  of,”  which  was  replied  to:  “Save  some,” 
and  immediately  after,  “Discontinue  the  action,”  when  I  weighed  my 
anchor,  lifted  my  kedge,  and  hauled  out  of  line. 

During  this  day’s  action  we  fired  494  IX-inch  shell,  52  Xl-inch  shell, 
72  rifle  shell. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  on 
board  this  ship,  under  my  command,  did  his  duty  nobly,  and  I  have 
yet  to  hear  of  any  complaint,  either  of  officer  or  man,  except  as  to  the 
failure  to  take  advantage  of  our  two  days’  work. 
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With  regard  to  the  “damage  apparently  done  to  the* works,”  I  must 
confess  that  I  was  paying  more  attention  to  the  proper  management  of 
my  own  battery  than  [to]  the  general  elfect,  but  it  appears  to  me  utterly 
impossible  that  any  works  could  withstand  such  a  fire  and  not  be 
terribly  damaged,  and  I  am  also  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that 
by  a  prompt  and  vigorous  assault  late  in  the  afternoon  of  either  day, 
Fort  Fisher  might  have  been  taken  by  a  comparatively  small  force,  say 
1,000  resolute  men.  Fort  Fisher  was  silenced,  the  Mound  firing  feebly. 
The  only  active  firing  from  the  enemy  that  1  witnessed  was  from  the 
two  or  three  guns  that  annoyed  me,  and  so  long  as  my  ammunition 
permitted  me  to  fire  rapidly,  1  could  keep  them  pretty  quiet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Findlay  Schenok, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Powhatan , 
and  Third  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bache,  U.  S.  Navy,  executive  officer,  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  regarding  the 

damages  sustained  by  that  vessel. 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  December  25,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  damages  received  by 
this  ship  during  the  actions  of  to  day  and  yesterday,  together  with  the 
expenditure  of  ammunition  : 

End  of  spanker  gaff  shot  away ;  shot  hole  through  spanker;  signal 
halliards  (main)  shot  away;  starboard  main  topsail  clewjigger  shot 
away ;  one  main  shroud  (port)  shot  away. 

Two  shells  exploded  near  water  line,  one  forward  of,  the  other  abaft 
the  wheel  (starboard),  scarring  and  tearing  the  copper  for  a  small  space. 

A  heavy  shot  grazed  the  stern  of  the  ship,  scoring  it  about  3  inches, 
carrying  away  the  ornamental  work  and  the  iron  bars  protecting  it. 

An  VIII  iuch  shot  came  through  the  starboard  side  about  3  feet 
above  the  water  line,  under  iSTo.  3  port,  lodging  inboard. 

An  VUI-inch  shot  struck  under  No.  2  port  (starboard  side)  about  20 
inches  below  the  water  line,  going  through  the  side  and  lodging  in  the 
end  of  an  orlop-deck  beam.  This  shot  struck  at  an  angle  of  some  70°] 
making  a  very  ragged  hole  and  bad  leak. 

Another  shot  is  believed  to  have  struck  within  a  few  inches  of  this 
last,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  examine  closely  enough  to  determine 
positively  as  yet. 

We  have  expended  ammunition  as  follows: 


358  10-second  shell  (IX-incli). 
145  15-second  shell  (IX-incli). 
227  touched  shell  (IX-inch). 
38  10-second  shell  (Xl-inch). 
20  15-second  shell  (XI  inch). 


20  shrapnel  shell  (Xl-mcli). 

104  charged  shell. 

152  100-pounder  rille  shell  (percussion) 
1,400  cannon  primers. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  M.  Bache, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commodore  J.  F.  Sohenck, 

Comdg.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Detailed  report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S  S.  Wabash,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 


U.  S.  S.  WABASH, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  G.,  January  2 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  1  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the  actions  of  December  24  and 
25,  1804,  as  follows: 

December  24,  10:50  a.  m.,  took  station  in  line  of  battle  in  obedience 
to  signal  and  stood  inshore  with  fleet.  At  1:20  p.  m.  anchored  at  or 
near  assigned  position  in  5  fathoms  water  with  a  kedge  astern,  Fort 
Fisher  on  onr  starboard  beam.  Opened  tire  upon  the  fort  immediately 
with  ordinary  firing  charges  and  10-second  shell  from  starboard  battery. 
Found  projectiles  falling  short,  substituted  distant  firing  charges,  used 
greatest  elevation,  and  by  firing  on  the  roll  to  port,  succeeded  in  mak¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  the  projectiles  reach,  especially  from  main-deck  battery, 
which  has  greater  elevation.  In  accordance  with  orders  from  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  directed  fire  of  150  pounder  at  Mound  battery,  and 
made  good  practice;  continued  firing  so  until 5: 50  (sunset),  when  with¬ 
drew  from  action  for  the  night,  in  obedience  to  signals. 

December  25,  10  a.  m.,  took  station  in  line  of  battle  as  before,  stood 
in  with  the  fleet,  and  at  1:40  p.  m.  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water  with 
kedge  astern,  Fort  Fisher  nearer  than  on  the  24th.  At  1:50  p.  m. 
opened  fire  with  one  gun  from  each  division,  in  obedience  to  signal. 
Got  the  range  of  the  fort,  our  shell  falling  and  exploding  well.  Found 
the  fort  making  severe  practice  on  the  ship,  and  therefore  gradually 
increased  the  number  of  guns  in  use  until  entire  starboard  battery  was 
engaged  deliberately  and  accurately.  Enemy’s  fire  becameless  rapid  and 
accurate.  At  3 : 50,  our  shell  being  all  expended,  withdrew  from  action, 
and  proceeded  in  obedience  to  signal  to  assist  in  landing  troops. 
Expended  on  both  occasions  2,408  projectiles,  of  which  it  is  believed 
two-thirds  fell  in  and  about  the  works  of  the  enemy.  As  concerns  the 
damage  apparently  done  the  works,  I  am  unable  to  speak  positively. 
The  outlines  were  certainly  much  disturbed,  and  1  think  the  stockades 
somewhat  broken  down,  but  I  observed  nothing  marked  upon  which  to 
base  an  opinion  that  the  works  were  materially  damaged.  With  regard 
to  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  independent  to  any  damage  to  the 
work  itself,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  did  slacken  and  distract  the 
enemy’s  fire  very  much,  and  sometimes  stop  it  altogether,  as  was 
proven  by  the  increased  activity  of  their  fire  whenever  that  of  the  fleet 
lulled  or"  when  the  fleet  was  withdrawing,  especially  from  the  Mound 
battery  on  the  first  day,  and  from  all  on  the  second,  as  far  as  this  ship’s 
experience  extended. 

As  to  my  impression  of  the  defensibility  of  the  fort  (battered  as  it 
was)  against  a  combined  attack  of  army  and  navy,  as  before  stated,  I 
did  not  observe  it  to  be  so  battered,  beyond  the  distance  of  its  outlines; 
but  I  did  observe  that  the  garrison  must  certainly  have  been  confined 
to  the  casemates  by  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  and  at  the  time  expressed  the 
opinion,  and  now  hold  the  same,  based  upon  that  ground,  that  had  the 
assault  been  vigorously  made  earlier  in  the  day  the  work  might  have 
been  carried.  The  returns  of  casualties  and  of  damages  received  by 
the  ship  have  already  been  forwarded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain ,  U.  8 .  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash?  forwarding  list  of 

casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina ,  December  26,  1864. 
Admiral  :  I  transmit  enclosed  the  reports  of  casualties,  expenditure 
of  ammunition,*  and  injuries*  sustained  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher 
and  rebel  batteries  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  December. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  ou  board  this  ship 
while  engaging  the  rebel  forts  and  batteries  this  day  at  the  eastern  bar, 
Gape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina: 

Peter  Campbell,  landsman,  contused  wound  left  shoulder,  from  piece 
of  shell;  severe. 

William  Howard,  landsman,  contusiou  right  thigh;  severe. 

James  Crystal,  landsman,  contusion  forehead,  from  roller  handspike; 
slight. 

Owen  Smith,  fireman,  contusion  right  knee;  slight. 

John  Welsh,  fireman,  contusion  right  side;  slight. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

H.  F.  McSi-ierry, 

Surgeon. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  Wabash. 


U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  25,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  action  on 
board  this  ship  to-day: 

1.  John  Farley,  landsman,  severe  contusion  of  back  from  splinter, 

2.  Peter  Carberry,  ordinary  seaman,  severe  contusion  left  foot. 

3.  James  Collins,  seaman,  slight  contusion  right  foot. 

4.  Thomas  Jones,  quartermaster,  exhaustion  from  continuous  duty  at 
the  wheel. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

H.  F.  McSherry, 
Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 


Report  of  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 

IT.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 

January  2,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt  in  the  attack  of  the  24th  and  25th 


Not  found. 
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ultimo  upon  the  forts  aud  batteries  at  Federal  Point,  North  Caro¬ 
lina  : 

On  the  24th,  at  2 :  45  p.  in.,  took  station  in  the  line  of  battle  astern  of 
the  Minnesota ,  anchoring  with  a  spring.  At  2 :  55  p.  m.  opened  fire  with 
the  starboard  battery,  composed  of  six  IX-incli,  two  100-pounder  rifles, 
and  one  30-pounder  Parrott. 

Rapid  fire  was  kept  up  until  5:  45  p.  m.,  when,  in  obedience  to  a  gen¬ 
eral  signal,  weighed  anchor  and  retired  for  the  night. 

On  the  25th,  in  obedience  to  signal,  anchored  in  the  line  of  battle, 
astern  of  the  Minnesota ,  and  at  2 : 55  p.  m.  opened  the  starboard  battery 
upon  the  enemy’s  works  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound,  keeping 
up  a  rapid  fire  until  3 : 30  p.  in.,  when  the  fire  was  slackened  to  one  gun 
per  minute,  in  obedience  to  a  verbal  order  from  the  admiral. 

At  4  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  and  at  4:45,  pursuant  to  signal,  got  under¬ 
way  and  withdrew  from  action. 

During  the  two  days’  engagement  upward  of  800  shells  were  thrown 
from  this  ship,  the  effect  of  which,  or  that  of  the  firing  from  the  fleet,  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  constant  clouds  of  earth  and  sand  from  the  explosion  of 
well-directed  shell,  the  conflagration  which  raged  within,  the  explosion 
of  one  of  their  magazines,  and  the  silence  of  their  guns,  for  the  want  of 
proper  glasses  I  could  not  detect.  But  my  impression  is  that  the  fort 
could  have  been  taken  if  an  attack  had  been  made  by  a  proper  force  at 
the  moment  the  fleet  ceased  firing. 

My  belief  was,  as  also  that  of  the  officers  of  this  ship,  during  the  first 
part  of  the  night  of  the  25th,  that  our  troops  were  in  possession  of  Fort 
Fisher. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  none  of  the  enemy’s  shot  struck  the  Vander¬ 
bilt,  and  no  accident  of  any  kind  occurred. 

I  am  proud  to  add  that  both  officers  and  crew,  without  exception, 
evinced  great  coolness  and  courage. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain, 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Commander  Ammen,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican. 

IT.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
General  Order  No.  75,  directing  commanding  officers  to  make  their 
report  in  relation  to  our  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  earth¬ 
works,  and  also  a  copy  of  a  communication  to  you  from  Major-General 
Benj.  F.  Butler,  and  in  regard  to  some  points  touched  upon  you  request 
an  opinion. 

At  about  11:30  a.  m.  of  the  24th,  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood 
in,  in  line  of  battle,  toward  Fort  Fisher,  bearing  about  W.  S.  W.  and 
some  6  or  7  miles  distant.  The  Mohican  was  kept  closely  in  position 
assigned,  following  the  leading  vessel,  the  frigate  Minnesota,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  frigate  Colorado,  and  she  successively  by  the  other  ves¬ 
sels  forming  the  main  line. 

At  about  1  p.  m.  the  Minnesota  sheered  in  out  of  line  and  took  up 
her  position  at  anchor,  opening  at  once  on  hort  hisher,  some  ^,100 
yards  distant.  As  per  plan  of  battle,  the  Mohican  was  sheered  in  ahead 
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of  her,  fired  slowly  on  the  fort,  to  get  a  range,  and  anchored,  then 
opened  briskly  with  the  whole  battery.  The  fort  had  opened  on  the 
Minnesota  and  on  the  Mohican  previous  to  our  anchoring. 

The  Colorado  sheered  in  ahead  of  us,  letting  go  hedge  astern,  and 
then  anchored  and  opened  fiercely  on  the  fort.  The  vessels  forming 
the  line  then  successively,  with  more  or  less  success,  took  up  their 
positions  and  opened. 

The  ironclads,  led  by  the  New  Ironsides ,  had  anchored,  a  few  minutes 
preceding  the  Minnesota t,  some  500  or  GOO  yards  to  the  northward  and 
westward,  and  were  slowly  getting  their  range  when  we  anchored, 
and  the  outer  line  of  vessels  moved  into  position  after  the  main  line 
had  anchored,  aud  opened  on  the  Mound  and  several  detached  case- 
mated  guns. 

The  fire  from  the  fort  became  weak  as  the  vessels  anchored  and 
opened  fire.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  they  could  not  work  their  bar¬ 
bette  guns  without  great  loss  of  life,  and  the  guns’  crews  no  doubt 
retreated  under  shelter  with  a  few  exceptions  where  high  travel  ses  and 
favorable  angles  gave  them  great  protection.  Different  casemated 
guns,  particularly  those  mounted  in  detached  mounds  and  toward  the 
Mound,  continued  to  fire  slowly  and  evidently  with  not  much  effect, 
nor  would  the  position  of  the  guns  served  favor  an  effective  fire.  The 
whole  body  of  Fort  Fisher  was  filled  with  bursting  shells,  and  only  at 
long  intervals,  if  at  all,  was  a  gun  fired  from  the  main  work. 

In  the  meantime,  owing  to  the  wind  and  the  set  of  the  tide,  I  found 
that  the  use  of  the  propeller  and  the  helm  would  no  longer  enable  me 
to  bring  the  broadside  to  bear,  and  was  obliged  to  weigh  anchor  and 
maneuver  under  steam,  holding  our  position  as  nearly  as  possible,  and 
avoiding  interfering  with  the  firing  of  the  other  vessels.  After  exhaust¬ 
ing  all  the  filled  IX-inch  shells  on  board  ready  for  use,  the  Mohican 
was  withdrawn  from  the  line  at  about  4:10  p.  in.,  making  signal  to 
you  of  the  cause,  and  we  commenced  filling  shells  without  delay.  After 
sunset  the  fleet  withdrew  and  the  Mohican  ran  into  line  and  anchored. 

At  about  9  a.  m.  of  the  25th  the  signal  was  made  to  get  underway 
and  form  line  of  battle.  The  Mohican  took  her  position  and  the  fleet 
stood  in  to  the  attack.  When  nearly  under  fire  I  was  directed  verbally 
from  you  not  to  take  position  until  further  orders. 

The  Minnesota ,  the  leading  vessel  of  the  main  line,  proceeded  in  and 
anchored,  got  underway,  and,  after  various  attempts,  obtained  a  well- 
chosen  position,  the  main  line  awaiting  her  movements.  The  ironclads 
having  preceded  [us],  during  this  time  were  in  position,  firing  slowly 
and  receiving  a  part  of  the  fire  of  Fort  Fisher. 

After  the  position  of  the  Minnesota  was  satisfactory  I  received  orders 
from  you,  about  noon,  to  take  position  close  astern  of  the  New  Iron- 
sides ,  which  I  did  without  delay,  firing  slowly  until  a  good  range  was 
obtained,  then  opened  briskly  on  the  fort.  I  was  enabled  to  see,  through 
the  absence  of  smoke,  that  our  fire  was  very  effective,  delivered  at  a 
short  10-second  x'ange.  One  of  the  rebels’  guns  was  seen  to  be  dis¬ 
mounted  by  our  fire. 

Half  an  hour  after  we  had  anchored  the  Colorado  passed  ahead  of  the 
Minnesota  and  into  position,  anchoring  and  delivering  a  very  effective 
fire.  The  whole  line  soon  took  position  and  opened  very  heavily  and 
evidently  with  great  effect,  driving  the  rebels  from  their  guns,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  as  those  in  casemates  and  other  places  sheltered  and 
distant.  The  position  of  the  Mohican  enabled  me  to  see  well,  as  I  was 
first  at  anchor  within  half  a  ship’s  length  of  the  New  Ironsides ,  and 
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finding  that  anchoring  impeded  an  effective  nse  of  the  battery,  I 
weighed,  and  in  delivering  fire  drifted  100  or  200  yards  nearer  the  fort. 

At  2:05  p.  m.  the  supply  of  the  10  second  fuzes  and  the  rifle  ammu¬ 
nition  was  exhausted,  and  the  Mohican  was  withdrawn  from  action  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  more,  speaking  the  Malvern  for  the  purpose 
and  obtaining  none.  Not  being  directed  to  go  under  fire  again,  we 
remained  spectators  near  the  Minnesota  until  about  4  p.  m.,  when  I 
received  orders  to  aid  in  debarking  troops,  and  proceeded  to  execute, 
but  instead  of  debarking  aided  in  bringing  off  the  soldiers  that  had 
already  reached  the  shore. 

It  has  not  been  my  lot  to  witness  any  operation  comparable  in  force 
or  in  effect  to  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  by  the  fleet,  and  I  feel 
satisfied  that  any  attempt  to  keep  out  of  their  bombproof's  or  to  work 
their  guns  would"  have  been  attended  with  great  loss  of  life  to  the  rebels, 
and  would  have  proven  a  fruitless  attempt. 

On  the  first  day  we  delivered  217  IX-incli  shells,  59  100-pounder 
rifle,  and  89  30-pounder  rifle  shells.  On  the  second  day  we  delivered 
103  IX-inch  shells,  20  100-pounder  rifle,  and  25  30-pouuder  rifle  shells, 
making  a  total  of  513. 

Our  firing  was  effective  as  well  as  rapid,  and  I  have  to  express  my 
high  appreciation  of  the  ability  and  zeal  of  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Marvin, 
the  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  and  of  Acting  Master  William  Bur- 
ditt,  whose  long  and  varied  professional  experience  proved  useful. 
Acting  Boatswain  Josiah  B.  Aiken,  owing  to  a  deficiency  of  officers, 
had  charge  of  the  100-pounder  rifle  and  served  it  admirably. 

I  have  to  expi’ess  my  satisfaction  at  the  excellent  behavior  of  the 
officers  and  crew,  and1  do  not  doubt  that  when  the  occasion  arrives 
when  they  should  do  so  they  will  stand  to  their  guns  as  long  as  enough 
men  remain  to  serve  them. 

In  relation  to  the  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet  on  the  fort,  I  beg  leave 
to  express  my  congratulations,  as  I  did  verbally  on  meeting  you  after 
the  actions.  It  did  not  require  a  visit  to  the  fort  to  see  that  enormous 
traverses  were  nearly  leveled,  as  at  the  S.  E.  angle.  The  stockade  or 
abattis  must  have  been  much  shattered,  and  the  debris  from  the  par¬ 
apets  must  have  filled  in  the  ditch  greatly.  I  feel  satisfied  that  every¬ 
thing  was  effected  that  can  be  by  powerful  batteries  against  a  sand- 
work,  and  that  we  could  and  can  keep  the  enemy  in  their  bombproofs 
pending  an  advance  of  troops  to  the  foot  of  the  parapet. 

The  official  letter  of  General  Butler  referred  to,  [which]  states  that 
a  General  Weitzel  advanced  his  skirmish  line  within  50  yards  of  the  fort, 
while  the  garrison  was  kept  in  their  bombproofs  by  the  fire  of  the  navy, 
and  so  closely  that  three  or  four  men  of  the  picket  line  ventured  upon 
the  parapet  and  through  the  sally-port  of  the  work,’’  is,  I  think,  entirely 
confirmatory  as  to  the  effectiveness  of  our  fire.  He  adds:  “This  was 
done  while  the  shells  of  the  navy  were  falling  about  the  heads  of  the 
daring  men  who  entered  the  work,”  but  appears  to  forget  that  at  any 
oiven  signal  from  an  assaulting  column,  that  this  fire  would  cease  and 
the  enemy  be  found  not  defending  the  parapet  but  safely  stowed  away 

in  bombproofs.  ,  .  „  . 

I  do  not  know  what  more  could  be  asked  of  naval  guns  than  to  afford 
a  safe  approach  to  the  foot  of  the  parapet  with  no  lines  of  the  enemy 
drawn  up  to  receive  our  forces.  Beyond  that,  I  suppose  everything 
would  depend  upon  the  relative  forces  of  the  combatants  and  the  vigor 
of  the  assault,  and  although  the  work  might  not,  in  a  military  sense,  be 
much  injured,  I  would  think  the  likelihood  of  carrying  the  work  would 
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be  greatly  increased  by  such  disposition  without  loks  of  life  of  the 
respective  forces. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

Commander. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Detailed  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic,  in 

response  to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 

Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  2,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  following  report  of  the  part  this  vessel  took  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Fisher,  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24tli-25th  December, 
1864: 

My  position  on  the  24th  was  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Fort 
Fisher,  distant  about  2,000  yards,  and  [I]  was  doing  good  execution 
when,  at  3  p.  m.,  the  100-pounder  rifle  burst  (having  been  fired  since  the 
vessel  has  been  in  commission  but  19  times),  mortally  wounding  the 
officer  commanding  the  division,  the  captain  of  the  gun,  and  slightly 
wounding  4  of  the  crew.  The  vessel  being  badly  shattered,  not  know¬ 
ing  the  extent  of  the  damage,  and  having  lost  what  was  designed  to  be 
the  most  effective  gun,  I  hauled  out  of  Are.  Having  obtained  addi¬ 
tional  medical  assistance  from  the  Fort  Jackson ,  I,  at  4:30  p.  m.,  again 
stood  in  and  opened  fire  with  my  only  remaining  effective  gui^the 
30-pounder  rifle  and  IX-inch  gun. 

On  the  25th  I  was  assigned  the  duty  of  assisting  to  disembark  the 
troops  and  cover  the  landing. 

The  accident  just  mentioned  and  my  nonparticipation  in  the  attack 
of  the  25th  prevent  me  from  giving  any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  injury 
done  the  fort  as  a  defensive  work.  I  can  not,  however,  refrain  from 
giving  my  testimony  as  to  the  accurate  and  rapid  fire  of  the  fleet.  No 
better  confirmation  could  be  required  that  the  navy  did  their  work  well 
than  the  fact  that  the  enemy,  protected  as  they  were  by  formidable 
works,  could  only  make  a  very  feeble  reply. 

At  2  o’clock  p.  m.  on  the  25th,  a  portion  of  the  troops  was  landed 
amid  deafening  and  encouraging  cheers  from  the  men-of-war  and  from 
the  troops  still  on  board  the  transports,  cheers  which  were  echoed  by 
the  fleet  by  a  fire  that  elicited  but  a  feeble  response  from  the  fort.  The 
landing  of  the  troops  was  rapid  when  fairly  commenced  and  everything 
seemed  to  token  that  the  army  would  soon  have  possession  of  the 
enemy’s  works,  when,  to  the  surprise  and  mortification  of  all,  General 
Butler  stopped  the  further  disembarkation  of  the  troops  and  nave 
orders  to  reembark  those  already  on  shore. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  brilliant  share  the  navy  took  in  the 
attack  of  the  24th  and  25th;  the  work  was  well  done.  Had  the  arinv 
performed  their  part,  the  Federal  flag  would  now  be  flying  over  the 
ramparts  of  Fort  Fisher,  a  fitting  Christmas  present  to  be  side  bv  side 
with  that  of  the  glorious  and  gallant  Sherman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  0.  Harris, 

I3  .  ,  .  ,  ri  Lieutenant- Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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List  of  casualties,  U.  S.  S.  Yantic. 

IT.  S.  S.  Yantic, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  (7.,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this  ship 
resulting-  from  the  bursting  of  the  100-pounder  rifle  in  the  engagement 
with  Fort  Fisher  to-day : 

Mortally  wounded ,  2. — Edward  Winnemore,  acting  ensign,  right  leg 
blown  off  at  the  knee  and  a  compound  comminuted  fracture  of  the 
lower  third  of  the  thigh;  since  died. 

James  Horton,  boatswain’s  mate,  a  compound  comminuted  fracture 
of  the  right  foot,  leg,  and  thigh ;  since  died. 

Slightly  wounded ,  3. — Bichard  G.  Husted,  landsman,  contusion  of 
left  leg. 

Theodore  Vannatta,  ordinary  seaman,  face  and  neck  burned  by 
powder. 

Bobert  Adelton,  second-class  painter,  face  and  neck  burned  by 
powder. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

II.  K.  Wheeler, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic,  regarding 

damages  to  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  S.  Yantic, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  finding  the  spar  deck  had 
settled  where  the  beam  had  been  broken  by  the  explosion  of  the  100- 
pounder  rifle,  I  yesterday  threw  the  remaining  part  of  the  gun  over¬ 
board. 

The.  extent  of  the  damage  to  the  ship’s  side  is  even  greater  than  that 
I  first  reported.  The  spirketing  for  some  4  feet  knocked  away,  one 
timber  broken,  several  of  the  outside  planking  below  the  waterways 
bulged  out  from  the  timbers  and  broken,  and  the  fighting  chocks  for 
the  pivots  split  and  started  from  the  deck. 

The  damage  has  been  temporarily  repaired  and  boxed  in  to  prevent 
the  water  running  into  the  ship. 

When  the  gun  was  fired  it  was  trained  nearly  abeam,  and  with  but 
little  elevation,  or  the  huge  fragments  would  have  gone  through  the 
port  boiler  and  side  of  the  vessel. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Harris, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 
stating  the  cause  for  the  withdrawal  of  that  vessel. 

IT.  S.  S.  Yantic, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  your  official  report  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  December 
24,  18G4,  by  the  fleet  under  your  command,  the  Yantic  is  mentioned  as 
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the  only  vessel  that  left  the  hue  to  report  damages.  As*a  wrong  inter¬ 
pretation  maybe  placed  upon  my  conduct,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following  statement:  Just  prior  to  the  attack  I  received  a  verbal  order 
from  you  to  follow  the  smaller  vessels  in,  and  do  as  they  did.  When 
they  opened  fire  I  did  the  same,  but  finding  that  my  shot  fell  short  I 
stood  in  much  closer,  and  in  that  position  was  doing  good  execution 
when  a  signal  was  reported  to  me  from  the  flagship,  with  this  vessel’s 
distinguishing  pennant,  to  close  on  the  leading  vessel.  Not  knowing 
which  was  the  leading  vessel,  and  determining  to  err  on  the  right  side, 
1  stood  in  close  to  the  New  Ironsides  and  abreast  of  the  monitors  and 
held  that  position  until  I,  unfortunately,  burst  the  100-pounder  rifle 
gun  with  considerable  damage  to  the  vessel.  (The  incidents  attending 
the  accident  are  already  in  your  possession.) 

I  lelt  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this  intelligence,  and  was  preparing 
to  do  so  by  signals  when,  seeing  the  Malvern  not  a  great  distance  oft, 
and  thinking  also  that  my  signals  would  not  be  seen  for  the  smoke,  I 
determined  to  stand  out  and  report  verbally,  which  I  did. 

I  remained  for  a  time  an  idle  spectator,  for  my  effective  gun  was 
gone.  I  hesitated  to  fire  the  30-pounder  Parrott  after  the  accident  to 
the  100-pounder,  and,  therefore,  had  only  the  IX-inch  remaining.  I, 
however,  did  open  fire  again,  both  with  the  30  pounder  rifle  and  IX- 
inch,  and  kept  it  up  until  the  signal  was  made  to  retire. 

At  no  time  do  I  consider  the  Y antic  as  being  out  of  range  of  the 
enemy’s  guns,  for,  while  as  a  looker  on,  several  of  his  shot  struck  close 
to  the  vessel.  In  my  interview  with  you  you  disclaimed  any  intention 
to  reflect  upon  me  or  my  vessel,  and  remarked  that  you  had  mentioned 
me  among  the  rest  of  the  commanders  in  your  second  report.  For  this 
I  thank  you  most  cordially,  but  both  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the 
public  may  think  I  did  not  perform  my  duty.  An  officer’s  reputation  is 
all  that  he  has  to  live  for.  I  feel  there  is  a  stigma  upon  me  which  will 
cling  to  me  while  in  the  service. 

I  ask  you,  admiral,  in  justice  to  me,  to  my  vessel,  and  to  the  officers 
and  crew  I  command,  to  correct  your  original  report. 

With  high  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  C.  Harris, 
Lieutenant-  Commander . 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
Commanding  II.  S.  S.  Yantic,  referring  to  the  withdrawal  of  that  vessel. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  6,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  4th  of  January,  1865, 
in  relation  to  the  report  I  made  of  the  action  of  the  24th  ultimo,  in  which 
the  Yantic  was  mentioned  as  having  been  the  only  vessel  that  left  the 
line  to  report  damages. 

If  any  wrong  impression  should  be  given  out  by  this  report  it  is  cor¬ 
rected  in  my  letter  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  31st 
ultimo. 

My  mentioning  your  leaving  the  line  was  to  show  the  little  damage 
that  had  been  done  to  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  by  the  enemy’s  fire, 
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and  not  to  reflect  on  yourself,  officers,  or  crew.  As  the  enemy  was  not 
tiring  at  tlie  time  there  was  no  particular  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  his  guns.  I  don’t  suppose  that  anyone  will  attach  any  importance 
to  the  fact  that  you  left  the  line  to  report  damages,  as  the  damages  may 
naturally  be  supposed  to  be  serious,  and  a  paragraph  in  my  general 
order  of  battle  provides  for  such  an  emergency. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

j Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Yantic ,  off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Sicard,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Seneca,  December  31, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  in  the  actions  of  the  24th 
and  25th  instant,  this  vessel  was  with  the  vessels  on  the  extreme  right 
that  were  operating  with  the  ironclads. 

It  was  evident  from  the  first  half  hour  of  the  engagement  that  the 
enemy  did  not  intend  seriously  to  reply  to  the  fire  of  the  fleet.  This 
vessel  fired  122  Xl-iuch  shells,  and  140  20-pounder  Parrott  shells  at  the 
northeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher  during  the  two  days’  bombardment. 

Our  division  fired  quite  slowly  on  the  second  day,  and  as  I  was  quite 
close  to  the  fort  in  the  afternoon,  and  only  tired  at  long  intervals,  the 
enemy  tired  at  me  several  times  with  a  heavy  rifle,  which,  however,  did 
no  damage,  being  evidently  hurriedly  pointed.  This  gun  could  have 
been  silenced  in  a  few  minutes  if  the  vessels  had  chosen  to  throw  away 
shot  on  it,  and,  as  it  was,  by  an  occasional  shot  from  the  division  it  soon 
ceased  its  fire.  I  refrained  from  firing  much  toward  the  close  of  the 
second  day’s  work,  because  I  expected  an  assault  by  the  troops  and  I 
wished  to  save  my  shrapnel  for  the  purpose  of  covering  their  advance. 

1  was  much  disappointed  that  the  army  did  not  make  an  attempt  on 
the  fort.  I  saw  the  advance  of  a  skirmish  line  and  of  a  reserve  (com¬ 
prising  in  all  about  80  men).  They  advanced  quite  close  to  the  work 
(within  pistol  shot);  after  that  I  lost  sight  of  them,  until  I  saw  two 
returning  along  the  beach  with  the  flag  of  the  tort  (which  had  been 
shot  away  about  an  hour  previously  by  a  monitor). 

At  dusk,  and  for  a  short  time  after,  there  was  some  musketry  tiring 
between  this  skirmish  line  and  the  fort,  but  up  to  dark  no  attempt  was 
made  by  any  adequate  body  of  the  army  to  assault  the  fort. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  the  fire  of  the  fort  was  completely  under  the 
control  of  the  fleet,  and  that  we  could  stop  it  whenever  we  chose  (as  the 
tire  by  the  two  frigates  on  the  afternoon  of  December  25  abundantly 
showed).  In  fact  the  fort  was  silent  nine-tenths  of  the  time  that  we 
were  engaging  it.  I  am  furthermore  of  the  opinion  that  the  fort  could 
not  hold  out  against  a  combined  attack  of  the  army  and  navy. 

I  think  it  a  good  proof  of  the  effectiveness  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet,  that 
though  our  skirmishers  advanced  so  close  to  the  fort,  no  serious  fire  was 
opened  on  them.  Indeed,  I  do  not  know  from  my  own  observation  (and 
I  was  in  a  good  position  to  see)  that  they  were  tired  on  at  all  in  this 
first  advance,  and  I  scarcely  think  that  the  enemy  would  have  suffered 
his  flag  to  be  upon  the  ground  so  long  after  it  was  shot  away  (though 
he  must  have  known  that  we  were  landing  troops,  and  that  from  the 
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flag’s  position  it  was  very  liable  to  capture)  unless  htxh’ad  been  fearful 
to  venture  out  and  recover  it  under  our  fire. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Montgomery  Sicard, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Seneca. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maumee. 

U.  S.  S.  Maumee, 

Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  29, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  joined  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th  instant  and  retained  her  station  until  the 

fleet  withdrew  for  the  night.  .  , 

On  the  25th  got  into  position  as  soon  as  the  Colorado  anchored  and 
commenced  firing.  Soon  after  was  recalled  by  signal  and  ordered  to 
assist  in  landing  the  troops.  The  officers  in  charge  of  the  boats  informed 
me  that  the  soldiers  expressed  their  mortification  at  being  obliged  to  go 
on  board  the  transports  again,  and  if  they  could  have  followed  their  own 
inclinations  I  feel  almost  certain  that  Fort  Fisher  would  now  be  ours. 

hfo  casualties  occurred  on  board  this  vessel,  and  the  officers  and  men 
performed  their  duties  faithfully  and  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maumee,  in 

response  to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Maumee, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

The  position  of  this  vessel  in  the  line  of  battle  on  the  -Ath  and  ^otLi 
instant  was  favorable  for  observing  the  firing  of  the  fleet.  Many  of 
our  shells  burst  within  the  earthworks,  and  on  both  days  the  response 
was  very  feeble,  considering  the  number  of  guns  mounted.  As  far  as 
I  saw,  only  a  few  casern ated  guns  on  the  southeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher 
fired,  and  only  at  intervals  of  from  fifteen  minutes  to  three-quarters  of 
an  hour.  On  the  25th,  after  a  few  rounds,  nearly  all  the  shot  and  shell 
from  the  ironclads  landed  in  the  fort  or  parapet,  and  the  other  vessels 
engaged  fired  with  accuracy  and  coolness,  driving  the  enemy  from  their 
barbette  guns  and  plunging  shot  into  the  earthworks.  I  might  have 
gone  upon  the  parapet  and  gained  information  as  to  The  extent  of  dam¬ 
age  sustained  by  the  fort,  apparently  without  much  danger,  but  as  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  the  troops  were  sent  there  for  that  pur¬ 
pose,  I  did  not  make  the  reconnoissance,  and  consequently  am  unable  to 
report  upon  the  subject.  I  shall  always  believe  that  if  Fort  Fisher  had 
been  assaulted  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  instant  by  the  troops  under 
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General  Butler’s  command,  it  would  have  been  taken  and  held  with 
very  small  loss. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Command ing. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1364. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Order 
No.  75,  which  not  only  calls  upon  commanding  officers  to  give  you  a 
report  of  the  part  they  took  in  the  action  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
but  also  their  impressions  as  to  the  damage  done  to  the  enemy’s  works, 
the  effect  of  our  tiring,  and  the  defeusibility  of  the  fort  after  we  had 
finished  the  bombardment. 

On  the  first  day,  the  24th,  this  ship  was  in  line  of  attack  and  opened 
fire  on  Fort  Fisher  at  12 :  50  p.m.,  being  then  within  good  10  second  range. 
The  fire  was  kept  up,  with  occasional  intermissions  for  the  men  to  rest, 
till  5:15  (more  than  four  hours),  when  darkness  intervened  and  the 
signal  was  made  to  retire.  The  enemy’s  fire  during  the  whole  of  that 
time  was  much  less  than  that  of  one  of  our  large  ships;  an  occasional 
shot  was  fired  from  Fort  Fisher;  a  very  feeble  and  desultory  reply  to 
our  fire  was  kept  up  by  the  forts  between  the  main  work  and  the 
Mound  battery,  which  latter  was  heard  from  but  five  or  six  times  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  afternoon.  In  a  word,  I  am  satisfied  from  past  experi¬ 
ence  that  if  this  ship,  or  any  one  of  the  larger  ones,  could  have  gotten 
near  enough,  say  within  200  or  300  yards,  she  would  not  only  have 
silenced  their  batteries  fully  and  entirely,  but  would  have  driven  every 
rebel  from  the  point. 

On  the  second  day,  the  25th,  this  ship  was  sent  to  silence  some  of  the 
enemy’s  earthworks  which  were  contiguous  to  the  place  fixed  upon  for 
the  disembarking  of  the  troops,  to  shell  the  woods,  and  to  cover  their 
landing.  The  first  troops  landed  at  about  2  p.  m.  Sent  all  our  boats 
to  assist.  At  4  o’clock,  just  two  hours  after  the  landing  commenced, 
the  general  commanding  came  alongside  this  ship  and  said:  “It  has 
become  necessary  to  reembark  the  troops.  Will  you  send  your  boats  to 
assist?”  You  can  judge  of  my  surprise  at  the  turn  affairs  had  taken, 
for  at  that  moment  everything  seemed  propitious.  The  bombardment 
was  at  its  height,  little  or  no  surf  on  the  beach,  and  no  serious  indica¬ 
tions  of  bad  weather;  still,  the  order  for  retiring  had  gone  forth,  and 
our  boats  were  employed  till  very  late  (the  launch  not  returning  till 
next  morning)  in  reembarking  the  troops,  the  surf  not  interfering  seri¬ 
ously  with  operations  till  near  midnight,  when  it  became  impossible  to 
land  with  any  safety.  Much  dissatisfaction,  I  am  told,  was  shown  by 
the  soldiers  and  their  officers  when  they  were  informed  that  they  were 
to  reembark,  and  it  was  with  some  difficulty  that  they  could  be  made 
to  get  into  the  boats.  They  were  loud  in  their  denunciations  of  the 
order  turning  them  back,  saying  they  had  gone  there  to  take  the  fort 
and  they  were  going  to  do  it  before  they  left,  etc. 

The  next  day,  the  26th,  the  surf  was  too  high  for  safe  transit  from 
the  shore,  and  this  vessel  was  employed  in  making  a  reeonnoissauce  of 
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tlie  enemy’s  works.  Nothing  near  was  discovered,  however,  and  after 
exchanging  a  few  shots  with  Fort  Fisher  we  returned  to  the  anchorage 
for  the  night.  The  following  day  all  our  boats  were  sent,  and  after 

some  difficulty  the  remaining  troops  were  safely  embarked. 

I  have  endeavored  in  the  above  to  give  you  my  ideas  of  the  effect  of 
our  fire  on  the  enemy’s  works,  which  was  to  almost  silence  them.  In 
regard  to  the  damage  done,  it  is,  under  the  circumstances,  impossible 
for  anyone  to  tell  without  a  closer  inspection,  for,  as  you  remember  at 
Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip,  everything  from  the  outside  seemed  in 
statu  quo ;  hardly  any  trace  of  injury  was  apparent,  but  on  entering  and 
looking  around,  the  terrible  effect  of  the  bombardment  was  manifest  at 
every  turn.  So,  too,  at  Fort  Morgan,  little  or  no  injury  could  be  dis¬ 
covered  from  without,  but  upon  close  examination  it  was  found  that 
almost  every  gun  or  its  carriage  was  seriously  damaged,  if  not  entirely 

destroyed.  _  ,.  „  , 

Now  as  to  the  “ defen sibility”  of  the  fort:  The  rebels,  I  am  satisfied, 
considered  from  the  moment  that  our  troops  obtained  a  footing  on  the 
shore  that  the  work  (battered  as  it  was)  was  untenable,  and  were 
merely  waiting  for  someone  to  come  and  take  it.  The.  general  com¬ 
manding  furnished  us  with  proof  of  that  fact,  I  think,  in  his  letter  to 
you  informing  you  of  his  determination  to  withdraw,  a  copy  of  which 
you  sent  me.  He  says  that  “three  or  four  men  ventured  upon  the  para¬ 
pet  and  through  the  sally  port  of  the  work,  capturing  a  horse  which 
they  brought  off  *  *  *  and  also  brought  away  from  the  parapet 

the  flag  of  the  fort.”  This  was  all  done  in  open  day  and  without  resist¬ 
ance,  if  indeed  there  was  anybody  there  who  was  disposed  to  question 
their  right  to  such  trophies.  From  that  and  other  concurrent  testi¬ 
mony,  I  am  satisfied  that  if  our  troops  had  not  been  stopped  in  their 
triumphal  march  toward  Fort  Fisher,  they  would  have  been  in  it  before 
dark,  and  in  quiet  possession  without  firing  a  shot. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures 

for  the  reembarking  of  soldiers. 

[December  26,  1864.] 

Dear  Alden:  We  must  get  those  poor  devils  of  soldiers  off  to-day, 
or  we  will  lose  them ;  they  are  starving  for  want  of  provisions  and  water. 
I  want  you  to  go  in  and  see  what  the  Brooklyn  can  do.  Rig  a  large  raft 
out  of  spars,  get  the  end  of  a  hawser  on  shore  to  them,  and  with  another 
hawser  to  the  raft  you  can  get  them  through  the  surf;  or  lash  two  boats 
together  and  let  them  drop  in.  Get  provisions  to  them  (and  water)  at 
all  hazards. 

I  know  the  sailors  are  not  all  dead  on  board  the  Brooklyn ,  and  you 
can  do  it.  I  send  a  tug  for  you  to  use.  Anchor  her  securely  outside 
the  breakers  and  drift  the  raft  in,  and  let  them  haul  out  to  the  tug, 
when  the  boats  will  take  them  off;  and  won’t  I  be  glad  to  get  rid  of 
them;  ain’t  a  soldier  troublesome?  Go  at  it  as  soon  as  it  is  Tight 
enough;  we  can  have  them  all  off  by  12;  there  are  700  on  shore. 

Tours,  very  truly, 


D,  D.  Porter. 
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Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  27 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  on  the  rebel  Fort  Fisher  and 
batteries  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant, 
by  the  fleet  under  your  command. 

At  7:15  a.  in.,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  got  underway  and 
steamed  to  the  westward  to  take  the  position  assigned  me  in  the  plan 
of  battle.  In  obedience  to  orders,  at  9:55  a.  in.,  took  the  Seneca  in  tow, 
when  the  starting  bar  of  our  engine  broke,  causing  a  delay  in  starting 
of  thirty-five  minutes.  At  10:30  started  the  engine  and  towed  the 
Seneca  to  or  near  her  station,  when  she  cast  off. 

At  12:25  ii.  m.  took  my  station  in  line,  the  Minnesota  leading.  At  1 
p.  m.  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher,  when  the 
engagement  became  general.  At  2:25  p.  m.  a  150  pounder  rifle  shot 
struck  the  vessel  at  the  water  line,  1  foot  forward  of  No.  2  starboard 
port  forward,  free  of  the  starboard  boiler,  which  had  been  relieved  of 
its  steam  pressure  before  going  into  action,  passing  through  the  for¬ 
ward  bunker  and  entering  the  port  boiler,  which  caused  the  steam  and 
water  to  escape,  thereby  severely  scalding  8  men  in  the  fire  room  and 
3  marines  at  No.  2  IX-incli  gun,  which  had  been  shifted  to  the  star¬ 
board  side.  Continued  firing  on  the  batteries  until  5  p.  m.,  when,  in 
obedience  to  general  signal,  we  withdrew  for  the  night.  On  the  25th 
instant,  at  9 :  05  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  got  underway.  At 
10  a.  m.  received  orders  to  follow  the  Iosco ,  Commander  John  Guest. 
Immediately  took  our  position  in  line  of  double  enders  and  stood  to  the 
westward.  At  12:40  p.  m.  commenced  firing  on  the  Mound  Fort.  At 
1:45  p.  m.  our  after  100-pounder  Parrott  rifle  burst,  instantly  killing 
Actiug  Ensign  John  S.  Griscom,  officer  of  the  gun,  and  wounding 
severely  Joseph  Heard,  ordinary  seaman,  captain  of  the  gun.  Ceased 
firing  at  2:40  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Iosco  ;  sent  three 
boats  with  grapnels  to  drag  for  torpedoes.  At  4  p.  m.  the  boats 
returned.  At  4:30  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Iosco ,  fol¬ 
lowed  her  to  the  north  and  eastward,  and  at  6  p.  m.  anchored. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 

Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw,  December  24, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  during  the  attack  to-day  on  Fort  Fisher 
(about  2:35  p.  m.)  a  7-inch  shell  struck  this  vessel  a  little  forward  of 
forward  coal  bunker;  passing  through  the  bunker  it  penetrated  the  for¬ 
ward  inboard  corner  of  port  boiler  and  lodged  in  forward  tube  box, 
cutting  off  about  sixty  tubes.  The  hole  made  by  the  shell  is  8  by  18 
inches.  The  fires  in  furnace  of  both  boilers  were  almost  entirely  extin¬ 
guished  by  the  water  and  steam  escaping,  and  the  men  on  duty  in  fire 
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room  badly  scalded.  I  started  tires  again  in  starboard  furnaces  and 
raised  steam  on  that  boiler. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jefferson  Young, 

First  Assistant  Engineer ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  in  Charge. 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Machinate. 


Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw,  giving  list  of 

wounded,  December  24. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  December  24 ,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  53, 1  respectfully  inform  you 
that  the  following-named  men  were  wounded  on  board  this  vessel  in  the 
attack  to-day  on  Fort  Fisher: 

John  Smith,  first-class  fireman,  scalded  severely. 

James  H.  Sullivan,  second-class  fireman,  scalded  severely. 

John  Kerner,  first-class  fireman,  scalded  slightly. 

Michael  Burns,  second-class  fireman,  scalded  slightly. 

Thomas  McBride,  coal  heaver,  scalded  slightly. 

Cornelius  Kirby,  coal  heaver,  scalded  slightly. 

Samuel  Smith,  coal  heaver,  scalded  slightly. 

Paul  Lieutard,  private,  marine,  scalded  slightly. 

Nicholas  Miller,  private,  marine,  scalded  slightly. 

James  McDermott,  scalded  slightly. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blocleading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 


D.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  instant,  I  would  respect¬ 
fully  state,  in  addition  to  my  report  already  rendered  regarding  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  upon  the  rebel  forts  and  batteries 
at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  that  the 
fire  from  the  guns  of  the  fleet  under  your  command  was  so  rapid  and 
effective  as  to  paralyze  and  render  feeble  and  inefficient  the  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  batteries. 

Feeling  satisfied  from  the  effects  of  our  fire  that  a  hearty  cooperation 
on  the  part  of  our  land  forces  was  only  necessary  to  the  complete  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  expedition,  it  was  with  great  astonishment  and  mortifica¬ 
tion  that  1  learned  on  the  evening  of  the  25th  instant  that  they  were 
being  withdrawn. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  on  the  above  occasion  all  under  my 
command  cheerfully  and  zealously  performed  their  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron . 
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Report  of  Captain  Taylor,  TT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Juniata. 

U.  S.  S.  Juniata  (Second  Bate), 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  General 
Order  No.  75,  and  I  rise  from  my  sick  bed  to  give  it  an  instant  reply: 

The  part  that  this  ship  took  in  the  actions  of  the  24tli  and  25th  instant 
was  as  follows:  On  each  day  she  took  the  position  assigned  to  her  in 
your  plan  of  battle  and  kept  up  a  constant  tire  upon  Fort  Fisher,  from 
the  moment  of  anchoring  until  ordered  to  withdraw. 

On  the  24th,  after  having  been  engaged  about  an  hour,  she  moved 
from  her  first  anchorage  in  company  of  several  other  ships,  by  your 
order,  to  a  position  nearer  to  the  fort,  thus  rendering  her  tire  more  effec¬ 
tive.  During  the  two  days  she  fired  084  shells,  all  but  17  of  which 
were  delivered  by  7  guns.  After  obtaining  the  range,  the  firing  appeared 
to  me  like  target  practice. 

The  falling  of  the  shells  of  the  fleet  was  so  incessant  that  the  enemy 
was  frequently  unable  to  return  our  Are  for  long  intervals.  Several 
conflagrations  occurred  in  the  fort,  and  I  saw  one  explosion.  It  was 
my  impression  that  we  had  done  much  injury  to  the  works,  as  it  is 
impossible  for  me  to  conceive  that  such  a  weight  of  fire,  so  long  con¬ 
tinued,  and  falling  so  accurately,  could  have  left  them  substantially 
uninjured. 

I  was  very  much  surprised  and  disappointed  on  learning  that  the 
troops  bad  reembarked.  I  saw  no  attack  by  them  which  looked  like 
an  earnest  one,  and  for  a  time  I  entertained  a  hope  that  the  fort  had 
proved  an  easy  capture,  from  the  feebleness  of  the  musketry  firing,  so 
long  as  we  remained  within  sight  and  hearing  of  it. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm,  Rogers  Taylor, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Taylor,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Juniata,  forwarding  reports  of 

casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Juniata  (Second  Rate), 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  the  following  papers,  viz: 
First.  The  surgeon’s  reports  of  killed  and  wounded  during  the 
engagements  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  with  Fort  Fisher. 

Second.  The  engineer’s  report*  of  injuries  in  his  department. 

Third.  The  gunner’s  report*  and  an  account  of  ammunition  expended. 
Fourth.  The  carpenter’s  report.* 

No  other  injuries  were  sustained  by  this  ship. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Rogers  Taylor, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern. 
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[Enclosures.]  v 

U.  S.  S.  Juniata, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  24,  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  tbe  lulled  and  wounded  in  to-day’s 
engagement  with  the  forts  and  batteries  ashore.  All  the  casualties 
were  occasioned  by  the  bursting  of  the  100-pounder  Parrott  gun. 

Killed. 

1.  Lieutenant  D.  D.  Wemple,  both  legs  crushed,  a  wound  (punctured) 
in  the  left  hypochondriac  region,  and  concussion  cerebri. 

2.  Second  Lieutenant  Marines  Jones  Pile,  knocked  overboard  b;y  a 
piece  of  the  gun  or  its  carriage  and  probably  killed  by  concussion 
cerebri:  also  the  left  arm  and  shoulder  broken. 

3.  Theodore  Abos,  second-class  fireman,  left  leg,  thigh,  hip,  arm,  and 

forearm  fractured;  soft  parts  extensively  lacerated;  killed  by  hemor¬ 
rhage  and  shock.  r 

4.  Henry  Payne,  captain  forecastle,  both  thighs  broken,  cavity  ot 

the  pelvis,  and  part  of  the  abdomen  opened;  death  by  shock 

5.  James  D.  Panels,  first-class  boy,  left  leg  and  thigh  shattered  and 
lacerated;  died  shortly  after  amputation.  Total  killed,  5. 


Wounded. 

1.  Paymaster  Caspar  Schenck,  compound  fracture  of  the  left  tibia. 

2.  William  Kennedy,  marine,  fracture  right  tibia. 

3.  Charles  Winters,  quarter  gunner,  contusion  (slight). 

4.  Joseph  Tye,  coxswain,  powder  burn. 

5.  William  An i all,  second-class  fireman,  powder  burn. 

6.  Orrin  B.  Patchin,  landsman,  powder  burn. 

7*.  John  Cogan,  ordinary  seaman,  powder  burn  (severe). 

8.  Thomas  Mahoney,  ordinary  seaman,  deafened. 

All  the  wounded  are  likely  to  do  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  Albert  C.  Gorgas^ 

Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Wavy. 

Captain  William  Rogers  Taylor, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Juniata ,  off  Wilmington,  W.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Juniata, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  G.,  December  25,  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  wounded  on  board  this  ship  in 
to-day’s  engagement  with  the  forts  and  batteries  ashore. 

All  the  wounds  are  from  splinters,  occasioned  by  shot  coming  through 
the  ship’s  side  on  the  berth  deck. 

1.  William  Gillam,  coal  heaver,  contusion  of  the  left  side  of  the  head 
and  face. 

2.  David  Conner,  captain’s  cook,  contusion  of  the  back  and  Several 
slight  flesh  wounds  from  small  splinters. 

3.  George  EL  Carpenter,  landsman,  contused  wound  of  the  right  elbow. 

These  are  all  slight  wounds  and  are  likely  to  do  well. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  C.  Gorgas, 

Surgeon. 

Captain  William  Rogers  Taylor, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Juniata. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Reed,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  injuries  received  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet. 


U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  The  damages  received  by  this  steamer  in  bombarding  the 
deienses  near  Wilmington,  N.  0.,  December  24  and  25,  are  as  follows: 

Boatsivain’s  department. 

Fore  sbroud  (ii'on  wire),  port  side,  fore  sheer  iron  ratlines,  starboard, 
fore  trysail  brails,  starboard,  first  cutter’s  topping  lifts,  starboard,  cut 
away  by  shell. 

Carpenter’s  department. 


First  cutter,  starboard  side,  forward,  damaged  by  shell  (badly) ;  gig, 
starboard  side,  aft,  damaged  by  shell;  fore  bulwarks  and  waterways 
(port  side)  damaged  by  shell. 

Carried  away  by  the  U.  S.  ship  T i courier o go’s  dropping  foul  of  this 
steamer:  Fore  hammock  nettings,  top  rails,  and  bulwarks  stove  in  on 
starboard  side;  14  stanchions  and  timbers,  etc.,  broken  and  badly 
sprung  close  to  waterways  on  starboard  side,  forward;  waterways, 
lower  timbers,  and  planking  sprung  on  starboard  side  forward;  breech¬ 
ing  and  side-tackle  bolts,  gun  No.  2  starboard  side,  forward,  driven  in 
and  sprung  (unserviceable) ;  the  remains  of  the  first  cutter  stove  in  and 
carried  away. 

Gunner’s  department. 

Two  elevating  screws  for  100-pounder  rifle  broken  (and  unfit  for 
further  use). 

Very  respectfully, 

Allen  Y.  Peed, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet,  Commander  Spotts,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  24. — (Off  Fort  Fisher.)  At  1 :  45  a.  m.  saw  a  flash  and  heard 
the  report  of  an  explosion  bearing  W.  by  N.  At  2  hove  short.  At  3 
got  underway.  At  0:45  the  flagship  signaled.  Got  underway  and 
steamed  toward  theiand  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  From  8  to  meridian : 
Steamed  according  to  the  order  of  the  flagship.  At  12  the  flagship 
signaled  “prepare  for  action.”  At  12:55  p.m.  the  ena'agement  com¬ 
menced  by  the  New  Ironsides  shelling  Fort  Fisher.  At  2  came  into 
action  astern  of  the  Ticondcroga  and  outside  the  New  Ironsides.  Re¬ 
ceived  a  shot  that  went  through  the  first  cutter  and  passed  out  through 
the  port  bulwarks.  At  3 : 30  flagship  signaled;  retired  from  action  and 
steamed  for  flagship.  Had  a  collision  with  the  Ticondcroga.  Stove  in 
starboard  bulwarks  forward  and  the  first  cutter.  Cut  the  boat  from 
the  davits.  At  4  p.  m.  came  into  action  ahead  of  the  Juniata  and  kept 
up  a  deliberate  firing  on  the  Mound.  At  5  the  fleet  withdrew  from 
action. 

December  25. — At  10  a.  m.  the  flagship  signaled.  Got  underway  and 
stood  in  for  Fort  Fisher.  At  12,  meridian,  was  ordered  by  the  admiral 
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to  follow  the  Iosco.  At  12:15  p.  m.  commenced  firing  at  the  Mound 
batteries.  At  3: 30  sent  second  cutter  in  charge  ot  an  officer  with  o 
grapnels  to  drag  for  torpedoes  and  with  G  20-gallon  breakers  strapped 
and  with  ropes  and  6  stands  of  grape  to  buoy  out  the  channel.  At  4 : 10 
boat  returned.  At  5:45  sent  the  launch  and  second  cutter  in  charge 

of  officers  and  properly  armed  to  embark  troops. 

December  26. — At  8 :  30  a.  m.  flagship  signaled.  Got  underway  and 
steamed  in  toward  the  beach  in  order  to  cover  the  embarkation  of 
troops. 


Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Off  Beaufort ,  A.  (7.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  the  Shenandoah  in 
the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  at  New  Inlet  on  the 
24tli  and  25tli  instant: 

The  Shenandoah  was  signaled  when  in  line  of  battle  to  come  within 
hail  of  the  admiral,  and  was  ordered  by  him  to  take  a  position  near  the 
Ironsides  and  open  on  the  batteries  of  Fort  Fisher. 

The  position  was  immediately  taken  and  this  ship  commenced  firing 
at  Fort  Fisher  with  two  rifles  and  two  Xl-inch  guns,  the  shells  falling 
inside  of  Fort  Fisher,  apparently  with  good  effect. 

At  2  p.  m.  a  large  fire  broke  out  within  the  fort.  At  3 : 10  the  flag  of 
the  fort  was  shot  away  by  the  fleet.  At  3:  50  p.  m.  was  ordered  by  the 
admiral  to  go  closer  in.  We  steamed  in  and  anchored  head  and  stern 
close  to  the  Ironsides  and  Monadnock. 

We  fired  from  the  new  position  with  deliberation  and  good  effect. 
At  5: 10  p.  m.  signal  was  made  to  retire  from  action,  when  this  ship 
withdrew. 

The  fire  from  Fort  Fisher  during  the  bombardment  this  day  was  very 
slack  and  feeble.  A  few  shot  fell  near  the  monitors  and  a  few  went 
over  us. 

The  conflagration  in  the  fort  seemed  to  be  of  considerable  extent  and 
continued  until  after  nightfall.  The  shells  of  the  fleet  were  exploding 
on  the  parapet  and  inside  of  the  fort  so  rapidly  that  it  was  difficult 
to  make  out  what  guns  they  were  using. 

One  shot  carried  away  our  stern  ladder  during  the  bombardment  this 
day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant  got  underway  with  the  fleet  m 
line  of  battle.  At  2  p.  m.  the  admiral  signaled  to  the  Shenandoah  to 
await  further  orders.  Twenty  minutes  afterwards  we  were  ordered  to 
take  position  ahead  of  the  Juniata. 

We  anchored  a  ship’s  length  ahead  of  the  Juniata  and  three  ship’s 
length  outside  of  a  wreck  on  the  bar  and  opened  deliberately  on  a  water 
battery  to  the  west  of  Fort  Fisher  of  four  guns. 

We  succeeded  in  silencing  three  of  the  guns  which  were  not  used 
again  during  the  engagement. 

To  the  westward  of  this  battery  was  another  of  two  guns,  that  seemed 
to  be  casemated.  They  fired  very  slowly  but  in  good  line. 

The  shells  from  one  of  them  fell  a  few  yards  short  of  us  and  the 
others  just  over  us. 

The  tiring  from  the  guns  on  the  Mound  was  very  slow,  and  with  so 
much  elevation  they  went  over  the  fleet. 

We  succeeded  in  exploding  a  150-pounder  rifle  shell  near  the  top  of 
the  Mound. 
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At  4: 35  p.  in.  was  ordered  to  withdraw  and  stand  outside  of  the 
Minnesota. 

At  4:  45  p.  m.  a  large  fire  broke  out  just  in  the  rear  of  the  batteries, 
which  continued  until  after  night. 

Between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound  batteries  we  could  discern  two 
guns  dismounted  by  the  fire  of  the  fleet. 

After  the  second  day’s  bombardment  1  could  see  nothing  more  for  the 
navy  to  do  than  await  the  assault  by  the  land  forces,  which  did  not 
take  place  as  I  expected. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  speak  of  the  cool  bearing  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant  S.  W.  Nichols,  the  executive  officer,  and  the  other  officers  and 
crew  of  this  ship  during  the  two  days’  bombardment. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum*  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  on  the 
24th  and  25th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Danl.  B.  Ridgely, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Godon,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  fourth  division,  regarding  the 
operations  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  December  28,  1S64. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  movements 
of  this  ship  during  the  engagement  of  the  24th  and  25th  of  December 
with  Fort  Fisher  and  batteries: 

At  about  meridian  of  the  24th  instant,  in  obedience  to  general  signal, 
I  fell  into  line  of  battle,  and  in  regular  order  drew  into  my  station  as 
per  plan  of  attack,  opening  fire  from  my  starboard  battery  of  eight 
IX-inch  guns  and  two  150-pounder  rifles  at  2  o’clock.  I  did  not,  how¬ 
ever,  get  fairly  placed  with  anchors  down  until  3  o’clock,  when  I  con¬ 
tinued  a  smart  fire  until  ordered  out  of  action  at  5:30  p.  m. 

The  firing  from  Fort  Fisher  was  not  sustained  and  was  often  silenced 
for  a  considerable  time.  The  distance,  however,  seemed  too  great, 
although  the  practice  was  good  and  kept  the  fire  of  the  enemy  down. 

On  the  25th  I  did  not  get  in  position  until  2:20  p.  m.,  when  I  tried 
my  rifle  range  at  about  1,700  yards,  and  anchored  within  half  a  ship’s 
length  on  the  starboard  bow  of  the  Colorado ,  as  directed  by  verbal 
order,  and  opened  with  the  IX-inch  guns  most  effectively,  using  but 
one  division  at  a  time. 

The  enemy’s  fire,  as  on  the  day  before,  was  feeble  and  not  sustained, 
and  was  several  times  silenced  for  half  an  hour. 

Held  my  position  until  ordered  to  withdraw  at  4:  55,  but  afterwards 
steamed  up  to  Minnesota's  stern  and  remained  there  with  a  slight 
renewal  of  my  fire  until  ordered  to  retire  from  action  and  reserve  am¬ 
munition,  then  growing  short,  for  the  assault. 

Although  fairly  exposed,  received  but  few  hits  and  no  damage  of  the 
slightest  consequence.  The  enemy’s  practice  was  bad  on  both  days, 
owing,  I  presume,  to  the  steady  and  well-directed  fire  of  the  large  ships 
and  ironclads. 
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From  my  position  on  the  wheelhouse  overlooking  my  entire  battery, 

I  bad  every  officer  and  man  under  my  observation,  and  have  sincere 
pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  fine  bearing,  zeal,  and  gallantry  ot  the 
divisional  officers,  viz,  Lieutenant  Bartlett  and  Acting  Ensign  Rhoades, 
of  the  first  division;  Lieutenant  Brown,  commanding  second  division. 
Acting  Ensign  Laycock,  commanding  third  division;  Acting  Master 
Porter,  commanding  fourth  division,  and  First  Lieutenant  William 
Wallace,  who,  with  his  fine  company  ot  marines,  handled  most  etlect 

ivelv  two  extra  IX-inch  guns.  -nr  a 

Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  my  executive  officer,  is  all  I  can  desire 
in  battle — cool  and  collected,  calm  and  intelligent.  He  is  my  nght- 

also  beg  to  call  special  attention  to  Ensign  Preble,  the  master  of 
this  ship,  who,  whether  under  fire  or  any  other  circumstances,  has 
proved  himself  without  a  superior  in  intelligence  or  ability  on  board 

the  vessel.  .  .  .  ,  „ 

My  aid,  Master’s  Mate  Cooper,  was  prompt  m  answering  signals  and 

in  his  spare  moments  used  the  12  pounder  howitzer  on  the  hurricane 

deck  with  effect.  ...  .  , .  „  ^ 

Thanks  to  the  officers  of  the  powder  division,  Acting  Ensign  Bein- 
bum,  Gunner  Waugh,  and  Sailmaker  Holbrook,  the  ammunition  was 
promptly  supplied  throughout  the  engagement. 

The  engines,  under  the  control  of  Chief  Engineer  Johnson  and  his 
able  assistants,  were  at  all  times  ready  for  duty.  . 

Boatswain  Z.  Whitmarsh  and  Carpenter  J.  E.  Miller,  stationed  m  the 
master’s  division,  not  only  performed  their  own  duties  with  intelligence, 
but  gave  valuable  aid  wherever  they  could. 

The  subordinate  officers  of  the  divisions,  the  captains  of  the  guns  and 
their  spirited  crews  have  my  thanks  for  their  labors  those  two  days. 

In  short,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  in  action  this  ship  will 
always  be  found  efficient,  wherever  she  may  be  placed. 

If  no  more  satisfactory  results  were  obtained  by  the  fleet  from  the 
operations  of  the  24th  and  25tli,  we  must  look  to  the  Army  for  cause. 
The  Navy  seems  to  have  sustained  itself. 

1  forward  herewith  the  report  of  injuries  to  the  hull  and  rigging,  as 
also  gunner’s  report  ot  expenditure  of  ammunition.  The  reports  ot 
the  commanding  officers  in  this  division  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
received. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Fourth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  0.,  November  [ December  J,  50,  1864. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  during  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  the 
only  casualty  occurring  in  the  engine  department  was  a  damage  to  the 
smokestack,  a  round  shot  having  gone  completely  through  it. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  Johnson, 

Chief  Engineer. 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  Fourth  Division  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 

Off  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  30 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  casualties 
in  my  department  during  the  action  of  the  -4th  and  25th :  Main  lift 
shot  away;  both  main  topmast  stays  (chain),  foretop  bowlines.  With 
the  above  exceptions,  no  other  damage  done  to  anything  appertaining 
to  my  department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  Whitmarsii, 

Boatswain. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  B.  Blake. 


U.  S.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 

Off  Beaufort ,  NT.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  damages  this 
ship  sustained  in  the  engagement  of  Fort  Fisher  and  batteries  on  the 
24th  and  25th  instant: 

On  the  starboard  afterguard,  frame  and  joiner  work  nearly  torn  off, 
and  inside  of  nettings,  from  the  concussion  by  the  continual  firing  of 
the  guns. 

The  first  cutter  and  barge  were  so  damaged  by  the  concussion  as  to 
be  unserviceable  and  beyond  repairs. 

The  gig  was  also  torn  apart  by  a  hawser  leading  astern,  which  was 
entirely  unavoidable. 

A  shell  from  the  enemy  exploded  outside  of  the  wheelhouse,  of  which 
a  piece  struck  the  shot  rack  and  deck  of  the  engine-room  hatch  on  the 
starboard  side. 

All  of  which  is  submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  E.  Miller, 

Carpenter. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  B.  Blake. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  general  signal  just  made,  I  am  gratified  to 
state  that  though  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy  fell  during  the  two 
days’  bombardment  in  every  direction  around  me,  none  struck  the  ship, 
nor  have  I  to  report  any  casualty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  signal  on 
the  24th  instant  to  form  line  of  battle,  I  took  my  station  in  the  second 
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line  and  continued  with  the  fleet,  which  stood  in  for  the  batteries  on 
Federal  Point,  when  at  2 : 30  I  received  your  verbal  orders  to  take  posi¬ 
tion  near  the  New  Ironsides ,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  I  opened 
tire  with  starboard  guns  on  Fort  Fisher. 

At  3: 15  p.  m.  an  unfortunate  accident  occurred,  caused  by  the  burst¬ 
ing  of  the  100-pounder  Parrott  rifle  into  fragments,  wounding  Acting 
Volunteer  Lieutenant  L.  G-.  Vassallo  (atthe  time  coolly  sighting  the  gun  ) 
and  killing  8  men  and  wounding  12  others  severely.  A  few  moments 
after  this  I  received  and  obeyed  your  orders  to  go  nearer  the  New  Iron¬ 
sides,  and  a  continuous  and  effective  fire  was  kept  up  until  your  signal 
was  made  at  4:  50  p.  m.  to  withdraw  from  battle. 

1  regret  to  report  that  during  the  afternoon  the  gunboat  Pawtuxet 
collided  with  me,  doing  some  injury. 

On  the  25tli  instant,  after  putting  the  killed  and  wounded  on  board 
of  the  hospital  ship  Fort  Jackson,  in  accordance  to  orders,  I  took  my 
position  in  line  of  battle,  and  at  2:40  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal, 
placed  this  ship  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Colorado,  and  port  quarter  of 
the  Susquehanna,  anchoring  head  and  stern.  An  effective  lire  was  then 
opened  from  the  starboard  guns  at  about  1,800  yards  distance  from  the 
fort,  which  was  continued  until  4:30  p.  m.,  when  my  supply  of  ammu¬ 
nition  falling  short,  I  withdrew  from  action  without  having  received 
the  slightest  injury. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  the  fire  of  the  fleet  was  very  effective, 
and  so  severe  as  to  silence  the  enemy’s  guns  for  nearly  an  hour.  The 
works  were  very  much  damaged,  almost  every  shell  going  into  them. 
From  my  point  of  view  1  thought  their  condition  was  such  that  had  a 
vigorous  assault  been  made  during  the  night  they  might  have  been 
carried. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  mention  my  entire  satisfaction  with  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  during  the  engage¬ 
ment.  Amidst  the  depressing  effect  caused  by  the  bursting  of  the  Par¬ 
rott  gun  and  the  loss  of  20  of  the  crew,  I  could  not  but  admire  the 
intrepidity  of  the  men  in  working  their  guns  under  the  enemy’s  tire. 

I  would  call  your  attention  especially  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Shipman  (coxswain),  who,  as  captain  of  No.  2  gun,  was  stationed 
near  the  Parrott  rifle  when  the  accident  took  place.  This  man,  seeing 
the  effect  produced  by  the  explosion,  at  once  encouraged  those  around 
him  by  exclaiming,  “Go  ahead,  boys;  this  is  only  the  fortune  of  war!” 
He  richly  deserves  a  medal  at  the  hands  of  the  Department.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  Ensign  W.  W.  Maclay  and  Acting  [Master’s]  Mates  William 
Cooper  and  Edward  [A.]  Sibell,  by  their  coolness  in  encouraging  the 
men  at  their  guns  in  the  midst  of  the  carnage  surrounding  them,  is  also 
deserving  of  special  mention. 

The  reports  of  the  different  departments  of  this  ship,  which  have 
been  duly  transmitted,  will  show  the  amount  of  damage  received  and 
the  casualties  which  occurred  on  board  during  the  two  days’  operations. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Steedman, 

Captain. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Captain  Steedman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga,  forwarding 

additional  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December 27, 1864. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  transmit  the  following  reports,  viz: 

1st.  The  surgeon’s  report  of  killed  and  wounded  during  the  engage¬ 
ment  of  the  24th  and  25th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher, 

2d.  The  gunner's  report*  and  account  of  ammunition  expended. 

3d.  Boatswain’s  report. 

4th.  Carpenter’s  report.* 

No  other  injuries  were  sustained. 

By  the  bursting  of  the  100-pounder  Parrott  gun  there  were  5  men 
killed  and  4  wounded,  belonging  to  that  gun,  and  3  killed  aud  7  wounded, 
belonging  to  the  No.  1  IX-iuch  gun. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman,  Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

IT.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N .  C .,  December  25,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this  vessel 
during  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  and  Fort  Fisher  at  Federal 
Point,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  day  of  December,  1864  (caused  by 
the  bursting  of  our  100-pouuder  Parrott  gun). 

C.  J.  Cleborne, 

Surgeon,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

[Subenclosure.] 

Killed. 


No. 

Name. 

Rate. 

How  killed. 

1 

2 

By  thebursting  of  100-pounder  Parrott  gun. 
Do. 

James  McCormick .... 

. do . 

3 

Do. 

4 

Charles  G.  Stites  . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Do. 

5 

.Tames  T.  Duffy . 

Landsman . 

Do. 

6 

Do. 

7 

Do. 

8 

William  Siuton . 

Second-class  boy . 

Do. 

Wounded. 


No. 


9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 


Name. 

Rate. 

Character  of  wound. 

Edward  R.  Bowman  . . 

Fracture  of  left  leg. 

Compound  fracture  of  left  thigh. 

Incised  wound  of  right  eyebrow. 

Incised  wound  of  left  eyebrow  and  mouth. 
Fracture  of  forearm. 

Louis  G.  Vassallo . 

Acting  volunteer  lieutenant. 

Fracture  of  left  leg. 

Wound  of  left  thigh. 

Wound  of  left  hip. 

Abrasion  of  left  hip. 

Do. 

William  H.  Milliken.. 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Abrasion  of  left  leg. 

Total,  8  killed  and  11  wounded;  grand  total,  19. 


Not  found. 
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U.  S.  S.  TjCfONDEROGA, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  1  have  to  report  the  following  injuries  to  the  rigging  of  this  ship 
(luring  the  engagement  on  December  24  and  25  with  Fort  fisher,  viz: 
Port  main  topgallant  backstay  cut  away ;  starboard  fore-topsail  sheets 
cut  away. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  E.  Barnes, 

Boatsicain. 

Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

U.  8.  8.  Ticonderoga. 


Report  of  Commander  Guest,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iosco. 

H.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Admiral:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  24th  instant  this  ship  took 
the  position  in  the  line  assigned  her  in  general  orders  in  the  attack  on 
the  forts  on  Federal  Point,.  The  firing  from  the  ships  had  soon  silenced 
the  forts  and  set  fire  to  the  quarters.  I  found  but  little  life  in  the  bat¬ 
teries  excepting  the  Mound,  to  which  I  directed  my  fire  and  succeeded 
in  knocking  down  the  rebel  flag.  This  was  in  return  for  a  shot  which 
carried  away  flie  head  of  our  foremast. 

The  condition  of  affairs  at  the  forts  at  this  time  was  such  that  I  am 
convinced  the  troops  could  have  occupied  them  easily  had  they  been 
ashore. 

On  the  25th  I  led  in  this  ship,  followed  by  the  vessels  you  had  placed 
under  my  orders,  to  attack  the  Mound,  viz,  Tacony ,  Sassacus,  Quaker 
City,  Mackinaw ,  Faictuxet,  Osceola,  Pontoosuc,  Maratanza,  and  Chippewa, 
and  approached  as  near  as  the  water  would  permit  (10J  feet)  on  the 
edge  of  the  shoal.  The  pilots  refused  to  go  any  uearer.  After  the  ves¬ 
sels  opened,  the  fire  from  the  batteries  was  very  feeble.  At  the  Mound 
the  rebels  could  be  plainly  seen  running  up  to  the  top  to  fire  when  we 
ceased,  and  as  hastily  running  down  to  shelter  immediately  after. 

The  boats  of  the  vessels  above  mentioned  were  meanwhile,  under 
Lieutenant  Cushing,  dragging  the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

At  3  p.  m.  I  received  your  orders  to  assist  to  land  troops  with  the 
boats  of  all  the  vessels  under  my  orders,  which  was  immediately  obeyed 
so  far  as  sending  the  boats,  but  the  difficulty  was  that  no  soldiers  would 
land.  On  the  contrary,  the  boats  of  these  vessels  were  employed  in 
taking  them  on  board  the  transports,  the  rush  being  so  great  that  in 
one  case  those  who  could  not  get  into  the  boat  hung  on  to  the  stern  and 
were  towed  off. 

The  conduct  of  all  on  board  this  vessel  was  very  satisfactory  during 
the  bombardment.  The  discipline  and  general  efficiency  of  the  crew  are 
due  to  their  excellent  training  by  Lieutenant  C.  L.  Franklin,  execu¬ 
tive  officer.  Acting  Ensign  W.  Jameson  shot  awTay  the  flagstaff  on 
the  Mound.  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  Scovel  volunteered  for  duty 
on  deck,  which  he  performed  creditably.  On  the  26tli  and  during  the 
night,  covered  the  right  flank  of  the  army  by  shelling  the  woods;  27th, 
boats  embarking  troops. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 

Commander. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


331 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  Commander  William  F.  Spicer. 

December  22,  1S64. — At  11  a.  m.  flagship  Malvern  got  underway  and 
stood  to  the  westward,  followed  by  the  Nansemond,  with  the  powder 
boat  in  tow. 

December  23. — At  4:30  p.  m.  steamed  ahead  in  line  in  company  with 
the  fleet.  At  5:20  came  to  anchor.  All  the  fleet  came  to  anchor. 

December  24. — At  1:15  a.  m.  a  large  fire  observed  bearing  W.  J  FT. 
At  1:45  an  explosion  occurred  and  the  lire  was  extinguished.  At  7 : 10 
got  underway  and  stood  W.  by  N.  in  company  with  all  the  fleet.  At  9 
piped  to  quarters,  cast  loose  the  battery  on  both  sides,  and  got  ready 
for  action.  At  3  p.  m.  got  into  position  and  opened  fire.  At  first  fire 
from  the  100-pounder  the  muzzle  burst  about  4  feet  from  face,  a  large 
piece  landing  on  deck,  slightly  wounding  George  F.  Locke.  Our  fire 
directed  upon  Fort  Fisher  and  Mound  battery.  Made  signal  to  the 
Cherokee,  her  shell  exploding  near  and  over  us;  also  the  Keystone  State. 
At  5 : 10  p.  m.  a  shot  from  the  Mound  struck  on  our  starboard  bow,  pene¬ 
trating  the  planking.  At  5 :  20  hove  up  and  stood  out  in  company  with 
the  fleet. 

December  25. — At  10  a.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  us.  Steamed  along¬ 
side  the  Malvern ;  received  orders  from  the  admiral  to  follow  the  Iosco. 
Took  up  position  in  line,  following  the  Iosco.  At  10:45  the  Ironsides 
opened  fire  on  the  fort.  At  11  the  Minnesota  opened  fire  on  the  fort. 
At  1 1 : 30  an  army  transport  preparing  to  land,  we  steaming  toward  the 
Mound  battery,  following  the  Iosco.  At  12:35  a  small  boat  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Gushing  stood  in  toward  the  Mound.  At  1 : 10  p.  m.  we 
opened  fire  upon  the  Mound  battery,  our  shots  falling  short.  At  2:05 
sent  second  cutter  in  charge  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  to  report  to  the  Iosco. 
At  2:26  p.  m.  received  an  order  from  the  admiral  to  cease  firing  and 
drag  the  channel  for  torpedoes.  Order  previously  complied  with  by 
order  of  the  Iosco.  At  4:20  p.  m.  the  Iosco  made  signal.  Steaming 
toward  the  army  transports,  the  army  landing  on  the  beach,  the  gun¬ 
boats  shelling  the  woods.  At  5:30  p.  m.  set  steam  and  signal  lights. 
At  5 :  45  the  Nansemond  brought  orders  from  the  admiral  to  look  out  for 
and  take  in  tow  the  ironclad  Canonicus  if  necessary,  in  ease  it  came  on 
to  blow.  Steamed  toward  the  ironclads.  At  7:10  spoke  the  Saugus, 
asked  where  the  Canonicus  was;  also  spoke  the  Ironsides.  Stood  out 
E.  S.  E. ;  spoke  the  Mahopac  and  Monadnock.  At  8  found  the  Canonicus. 
At  8: 15  lowered  the  first  cutter  to  run  a  hawser  to  the  Canonicus.  At 
8:30  the  Canonicus  communicated  with  us;  took  the  hawser  onboard 
again.  At  9: 15  came  to  anchor  near  the  Canonicus.  At  midnight  saw 
a  flash  of  guns  on  the  batteries. 

December  26.— At  8  a.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  Got  underway 
and  stood  in  for  the  Saugus.  At  8 :  40  spoke  the  Saugus  and  sent  a  boat 
to  her  with  orders  to  heave  her  anchor  up.  Hove  to  near  the  Saugus, 
waiting  to  take  her  in  tow.  At  11 :  45  gave  the  Saugus  our  hawser  and 
started  off  E.  S.  E. 

December  27. — At  9 :  30  a.  m.  sent  a  boat  in  to  Beaufort.  At  3 : 45  p. 
m.  the  Saugus  cast  off  our  hawser. 


Report  of  Captain  Sands,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Beaufort,  A.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel 
under  my  command  in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher: 

At  11  a.  m.  on  the  24th  instant,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  flag- 
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ship,  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  stood  in  with  the'  fleet,  taking  up  posi¬ 
tion  as  the  leading-  ship  of  the  second  line,  and  at  2:10  p.  m.  anchored 
head  and  stern  ahead  of  the  Juniata ,  as  per  order  and  plan  of  battle, 
with  the  Mound  bearing  W.  \  1ST.,  and  opening  upon  the  batteries 
between  the  Mound  and  Fort  Fisher  with  spar  deck  rifles,  100  pounder 
and  30-pounder,  and  main-deck  IX-ineli  shell  guns.  At  2:30  p.  m., 
finding  that  we  were  dragging  our  anchor  in  the  quicksand,  and  that 
owing  to  the  craukness  of  the  ship  our  main-deck  guns  were  not  reach¬ 
ing  when  the  spar-deck  rifles  were  pivoted  on  the  same  side,  I  hove 
up  the  anchor,  and,  cutting  the  stern  hawser  to  prevent  fouling  the 
Juniata ,  I  stood  in  ahead  of  her  farther  in,  for  a  better  position  nearer 
the  batteries.  At  this  time  the  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  senior  ship  of 
the  line,  made  signal  to  follow  her,  and  we  stood  around  to  the  north 
end  of  the  line  of  battle,  taking  up  position  without  anchoring  near  the 
ironclads,  opening  upon  the  enemy  at  a  shorter  range  than  in  our  first 
position,  which  we  kept  up  until  signal  was  made  to  retire. 

On  our  way  to  our  last  position  we  were  hailed  by  the  Yantic  for 
surgical  aid,  her  100-pounder  having  burst  and  disabled  part  of  her 
crew.  Sent  on  board  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  O’Callaghau. 

Amid  the  continued  shower  of  shells  exploding  over  the  fort  and  bat¬ 
teries  it  was  impossible  to  see  what  execution  was  done  by  our  own 
guns. 

The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  is  as  follows: 

22  100-pounder  shell,  Parrott  rifle;  35  30-pounder  shell,  Parrott  rifle; 
22  IX-inch  shell. 

We  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

On  the  25th  instant  the  Fort  Jackson  was  detailed  to  receive  the 
killed  and  wounded  of  the  fleet,  after  which  we  stood  in  for  the  beach. 
Sent  out  boats  to  assist  the  army  in  landing,  and,  in  obedience  to  your 
directions,  followed  them  along  as  they  proceeded  toward  Fort  Fisher, 
to  give  you  notice  of  the  time  of  assault,  but  which  not  taking  place, 
we,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  stood  for  the  anchorage  of  the  fleet 
at  dark. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 
Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  of  the  capture 

of  Flag  Pond  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  Wilmington ,  December  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  admiral  that  we  landed  the 
troops  this  day  at  1  p.  m.  in  41  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Nor¬ 
man  H.  Farquhar,  who  was  with  General  Curtis,  and  they  were  the 
first  to  land.  In  these  boats  there  were  500  men  and  officers,  all  of 
whom  were  landed  without  any  accident  whatever.  At  the  time  the 
troops  landed,  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  on  Flag  Pond  battery,  a  boat 
was  sent  immediately  from  the  Britannia,  Tristram  Shandy,  Howquali , 
and  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  Britannia’s  boat’s  crew  and  officer  were 
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the  first  to  reach  the  fort,  when  64  privates,  1  captain,  and  1  lieutenant 
surrendered  themselves  with  their  ai  ms  to  the  navy.  This  occurrence 
took  place  before  the  troops  reached  the  fort.  All  the  prisoners  were 
then  seut  on  hoard  of  this  ship  as  prisoners  of  war  and  are  now  here, 
subject  to  your  orders.  I  herewitli  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  prisoners. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson,  ' 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  the 

landing  of  troops. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  January  4,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  30th  of  December,  1864,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter  that  the 
U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba  took  her  station  on  the  24th  December,  1864, 
as  directed  on  the  chart  of  the  plan  for  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
Fisher.  We  fired  163  projectiles,  all  of  which  did  good  service.  This 
ship  was  struck  once,  disabling  her  wash-deck  pumps,  this  being  the 
only  damage  done  to  this  ship. 

The  fire  of  the  fleet  was  terrific,  and  the  fort  was  much  damaged, 
guns  dismounted,  quarters  burned,  one  magazine  blown  up,  and  guns 
silenced  and  the  men  driven  to  their  casemates.  I  feel  convinced  if  an 
assaulting  party  had  attempted  to  enter  the  fort,  it  could  have  been 
easily  taken  on  the  first  day. 

On  the  second  day  I  was  ordered  to  superintend  the  landing  of  troops 
with  an  adequate  force  to  have  landed  all  the  troops  in  a  very  short 
time.  I  stood  in  close  to  the  beach,  and  after  shelling  Half  Moon  and 
Flag  Pond  batteries,  I  anchored  my  vessels  in  two  divisions,  leaving 
room  for  the  transports  to  anchor  between  the  two  divisions.  After 
the  transports  anchored,  I  ordered  the  boats  to  proceed  for  the  troops, 
and  at  the  same  time  I  called  on  General  Butler,  and  I  informed  him 
that  I  was  ordered  to  assist  him  in  landing  the  troops,  when  he 
informed  me  that  he  was  only  going  to  land  500  men.  I  remarked  that 
it  would  be  better  to  land  more,  as  it  was  probable  that  we  would  not 
be  able  to  land  any  the  next  day,  as  we  might  have  bad  weather. 
General  Butler  then  remarked  that  we  had  better  not  land  any,  but 
the  order  was  given  to  land  500,  and  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Farquhar  to 
proceed  with  the  boats  to  land  the  troops,  and  500  were  landed  in  41 
boats,  and  the  boats  returned  for  more.  About  2,000  were  landed, 
when  the  order  came  for  the  troops  to  reembark,  and  we  commenced 
immediately  to  take  them  on  board  and  continued  the  work  until  about 
10  o’clock,  when  the  surf  became  so  heavy  that  it  was  impossible  to 
land. 

The  ship  lost  one  of  her  best  boats,  and  about  700  men  were  left  on 
shore  during  the  night  of  the  25th  of  December. 

The  forts  had  again  been  silenced  and  much  damage  done,  and  the 
fire  from  the  fleet  being  so  heavy  that  the  men  were  again  compelled 
to  seek  safety  in  their  casemates;  and  had  the  assaulting  party  that 
approached  so  near  the  fort  made  the  attempt  I  feel  convinced  that 
they  would  have  been  successful.  Enclosed  you  will  find  the  report  of 
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tlie  amount  of  ammunition  expended.  And  it  gives  me  much  pleasure 
to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  on  board  this  ship  did  bis  duty 
in  this  action. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Tacony,  trans¬ 
mitting  list  of  casualties. 


U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
vessel  under  my  command  in  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  fortifica¬ 
tions  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant. 

On  the  24th  instant  I  took  the  position  assigned  this  vessel  in  line 
of  battle,  and  at  1  p.  in.  anchored  head  and  stern  opposite  Fort  Fisher, 
distant  from  it  about  2,000  yards,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  and 
earthworks  with  the  starboard  battery,  consisting  of  3  IX-incli,  2 
Xl-inch  guns,  and  2  12-pounder  rifled  howitzers.  Continued  engaged 
till  4:50  p.  m.,  when  I  hauled  off  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  flag¬ 
ship,  without  damage  to  the  vessel  or  loss  of  men. 

On  the  25th  instant  again  took  position  assigned,  and  at  12  o’clock 
(meridian)  opened  fire  with  the  same  battery  as  used  on  the  24th  instant. 
This  time  our  fire  was  directed  principally  at  the  Mound  or  Battery 
Lamb.  Continued  engaged  till  1:38  p.  m.,  when  we  ceased  firing  and 
sent  the  cutter,  under  Acting  Master  Rudolph  Sommers,  and  the 
launch,  under  Acting  Ensign  James  B.  Taney,  to  drag  and  buoy  out 
the  channel.  While  the  boats  were  thus  engaged,  the  enemy’s  batteries 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  them,  by  which  the  cutter  (Acting  Master 
Sommers)  was  sunk,  Henry  Sands  (seaman)  killed,  and  Joseph  Riley, 
quartermaster,  slightly  wounded.  I  have  no  other  casualties  to  report  ; 
the  vessel  is  uninjured. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  perfect,  evincing  during 
both  days  coolness,  zeal,  and  intelligence. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  William  S.  Hosford,  in  charge  of  the 
after  powder  division,  did  good  service,  while  for  the  general  efficiency 
and  good  order  which  prevailed  I  am  indebted  to  the  energy  and  well- 
directed  abilities  of  Acting  Master  N.  S.  Morgan,  the  executive  officer 
of  the  vessel. 

I  enclose  a  statement  of  the  ammunition*  expended  on  the  24th  and 
25tli  instant,  also  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Not  found. 
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TJ.  S.  S.  TaconY, 

Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  to  the  crew  of  this  vessel 
during  the  engagement  of  the  25th  instant  at  Federal  Point,  North 
Carolina: 

1.  Henry  Sands,  ordinary  seaman,  age  26;  both  legs  shot  away  at  the 
knee  joint,  while  on  a  boat  expedition  for  the  purpose  of  sounding  and 
dragging  the  channel  in  front  of  t be  fortifications.  The  missile  is  sup¬ 
posed  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boat  to  have  been  a  24  or  32  pound 
Whitworth  shot.  The  casualty  occurred  about  4  p.  m.  The  patient 
survived  about  two  hours. 

2.  Joseph  Riley,  quartermaster,  age  25;  two  slight  wounds  of  left 
gluteal  region,  received  at  the  same  time  and  place  from  splinters,  the 
boat  having  been  shattered  by  the  shot. 

Respectfully, 

George  Hopkins, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  response  to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 
Beaufort ,  N.  G.,  December  30, 1864. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  General  Order  No.  75,  directing  me 
to  report  on  the  condition  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the  works  near  it  at  the 
close  of  the  late  naval  attacks  made  upon  it  by  the  fleet  under  your 
command  on  the  24th  and  25th  instant,  and  whether  it  was  uninjured 
as  a  defensive  work,  as  asserted  by  General  Butler. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  the  enemy’s  fire  on  both  days  was  much 
less  than  I  expected;  the  barbette  guns  were  completely  silenced, 
while  the  casemated  batteries  fired  but  rarely.  On  the  close  of  the 
25th  the  fire  of  the  batteries  was  so  feeble  it  seemed  to  me  the  assault 
by  the  army  might  have  been  made  with  every  prospect  of  success. 
1  was  in  a  position  commanding  a  clear  and  unobstructed  view  of  the 
north  face  of  Fort  Fisher,  upon  which  I  counted  nine  guns,  without  a 
man  near  them,  and  from  which  I  did  not  see  a  shot  fired  for  hours. 
These  guns  commanded  the  seabeach  on  which  the  troops  had  landed, 
and  upon  which  they  could  plainly  be  seen  advancing  in  widely  sepa¬ 
rated  detachments  toward  the  fort.  Up  to  sundown  I  am  quite  certain 
no  assault  on  the  works  was  made  by  the  troops;  at  daylight  I  learned 
to  my  surprise  they  had  not  only  embarked,  but  were  leaving  for 
Hampton  Roads.  I  am  unable  to  state  the  condition  of  the  works,  but 
I  am  certain  the  navy  performed  all  that  could  have  been  expected  of 
it,  and  that  it  did  not  receive  from  the  army  the  spirited  and  gallant 
support  it  looked  for. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 
Lieutenant -  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Clitz,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola^  transmitting  additional 

reports  of  casualties,  etc. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  December  27, 1864. 

Admiral:  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  tlie  following  report 
of  tlie  operations  of  this  vessel  in  the  engagement  with  Fort  Fisher 
and  the  adjacent  batteries  on  the  24tli  and  25th  instaut: 

After  taking  our  position  as  per  plan,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  24th 
instant,  and  opening  fire,  we  were  signaled  about  3  p.  m.  to  come  within 
hail,  and  under  your  instructions  to  change  our  position  to  one  closer 
to  the  batteries.  We  took  a  position  about  3: 50  p.  m.  inside  of  the 
Juniata  and  ahead  of  the  Tacony ,  where  we  reopened  fire,  directing 
almost  our  entire  attention  to  the  Mound  fort  and  the  batteries  imme¬ 
diately  in  its  vicinity.  At  4:50  p.  m.  we  received  a  X-inch  solid  shot 
about  3  feet  below  the  water  line,  which  passed  through  the  side — 
through  the  sandbags  placed  to  protect  the  boiler,  and  into  the  star¬ 
board  boiler,  passing  into  No.  4  furnace.  In  consequence  of  this  mis¬ 
fortune  6  men  were  scalded,  2  very  badly.  We  continued  firing  till 
the  water  had  nearly  reached  the  fires,  when  I  deemed  it  expedient  to 
move  out  of  line  and  made  signal  “ Disabled;”  and  still  finding  that 
the  water  was  gaining  very  rapidly,  extinguishing  the  fires  underneath 
the  port  boiler,  I  signaled  “Sinking.”  By  this  time,  having  reached 
the  outer  line,  lowered  a  boat  and  fortunately  succeeded  in  partially 
stopping  the  leak. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  the  promptness  with  which  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Upshur,  of  the  A.  D.  Vance,  and  Lieutenant-Commander 
Truxtun,  of  the  Tacony,  came  to  my  assistance,  the  former  taking  us  in 
tow  and  towing  us  to  a  safe  anchorage. 

On  the  25tli  instant  at  8:  20  a.  m.  got  underway  and  took  our  station 
astern  of  the  Tacony ,  subsequently  reported  by  order  to  Commander 
Guest  and  went  into  position,  opening  fire  on  the  Mound  fort.  Sent 
in  a  boat  to  drag  for  torpedoes  and  sound  out  tlie  channel.  At  2  p.  m. 
ceased  fire  by  signal  from  the  Iosco.  At  4:15  p.  m., in  obedience  to 
signal,  followed  tlie  Iosco  to  assist  in  reembarking  the  troops.  After 
arriving  in  the  vicinity  of  where  the  landing  of  the  troops  was  being 
effected,  we  sent  two  launches  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned.  We 
anchored  at  about  7:30  p.  m.  close  to  the  beach.  The  first  launch 
returned  to  this  vessel  at  about  2  a.  in.  of  the  26th  instant.  The  sec¬ 
ond  launch  was  stove  on  tlie  beach  and  afterwards  burned  by  the  crew, 
it  being  impossible  to  save  her. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  officers  and  men  under  my  command  did 
their  duty  most  thoroughly.  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  Lieutenant 
John  Weidman  for  his  efficient  aid  during  the  action,  and  the  good 
discipline  and  drill  of  the  crew. 

I  herewith  enclose  reports  of  casualties,  injuries,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Beaufort,  N.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Off  Wilmington  Bar,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  The  injuries  received  during  the  action  of  the  24th  and  25th 
instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  batteries  are  as  follows: 

At  4: 50  p.  m.  on  the  24th  instant  a  X-inch  solid  or  hollow  shot  struck 
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the  hull  of  the  vessel  14  feet  forward  of  starboard  paddle  wheel  and 
2  feet  below  the  water  line,  passing  through  the  side  of  the  vessel, 
through  the  sand  bags  placed  between  the  starboard  boiler  and  the 
skin  of  the  ship  into  No.  4  furnace.  A  shot  plug  secured  in  the  shot 
hole  stopped  the  leak  in  a  great  measure.  At  5:10  p.  m.  aleak  was 
reported  in  the  after  magazine  on  starboard  side,  and  on  examination 
shortly  afterwards  found  24  feet  water  in  the  after  magazine  and  shell 
room.  The  leak  was  found  to  be  in  the  after  magazine  and  shell  rooms, 
4  feet  from  the  water  line.  Both  the  magazine  and  shell  room  will  have 
more  or  less  water  in  them  until  the  leak  is  stopped.  The  gig  was 
badly  damaged  by  the  concussion  of  the  guns  on  the  quarter-deck.  At 
9  p.  m.  on  the  25th  instant  the  two  launches  were  sent  away  to  trans¬ 
port  troops.  The  second  launch  was  destroyed  on  the  beach,  it  being 
stove.  All  the  crew  are  aboard  with  the  exception  of  William  Booze, 
who  was  last  seen  aboard  of  one  of  the  transports.  There  were  lost  in 
the  boat  9  cartridge  boxes  aud  belts,  with  60  rounds  of  ammunition  in 
each  box  for  Sharps  and  Hawkins  rifle,  1  box  of  ammunition  containing 
1,000  rounds  for  Sharps  and  Hawkins  rifle,  1  revolver,  14  oars,  2  boat 
hooks,  14  rowlocks,  2  20  gallon  water  breakers,  1  ax,  2  boat  grapnels, 
1  half  barrel  of  pork, 
ltespectfully  submitted. 

John  Weidman, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


IT.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  Worth  Carolina,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  which  have  happened 
on  board  this  steamer : 

Joseph  Watson,  coal  heaver,  scald. 

Zacharia  Mead,  coal  heaver,  scald. 

Timothy  Donovan,  second-class  fireman,  scald. 

John  Evans,  coal  heaver,  scald. 

Michael  Doherty,  second-class  fireman,  scald. 

William  O’Connell,  first-class  fireman,  scald. 

William  B.  Hews,  landsman,  metacarpal  fracture. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

George  F.  Winslow, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Off  Wilmington  Bar,  North  Carolina,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  On  the  24th  instant,  at  5:05  p.  m.,  the  starboard  boiler  of  this 
ship  was  disabled  by  a  X-inch  -solid  shot  passing  through  back  of  boiler 
into  furnace  No.  4,  17  inches  below  water  line. 

It  is  impossible  to  repair  the  injury  until  the  ship  is  docked. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  McCausland, 
Acting  First  Assistant  Engineer,  in  Charge. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola . 
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Report  of  Commander  Clitz,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola,  in  response  to  General 

Order  No.  75.  ' 

XJ.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C .,  January  3,  1365. 

Admiral:  In  compliance  with  General  Order  No.  75, 1  have  to  state 
that  I  observed  during  both  days  of  the  attack  that  the  fire  from  the 
forts  had  almost  entirely  ceased. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  works  could  have  been  carried  by  our 
troops  had  they  made  an  assault. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  the  report  of  Acting  Ensign  Merry,  of  this 
vessel,  in  regard  to  the  operations  of  the  troops  on  shore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Commander ,  77.  8.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Beaufort  Harbor ,  North  Carolina ,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir:  1  would  respectfully  state  that,  in  obedience  to  orders,  on  the 
25th  ultimo  I  went  on  shore  in  charge  of  the  second  launch  to  assist  in 
reembarking  the  troops  that  had  been  lauded  that  morning. 

After  successfully  taking  off  a  number  of  loads  my  boat  was  swamped 
and  stove  on  the  beach,  rendering  me  unable  to  render  any  further 
assistance. 

In  conversation  with  General  Curtis  and  many  of  his  officers  I  learned 
that  a  general  dissatisfaction  prevailed  among  them  on  account  of  the 
order  to  fall  back.  I  asked  why  they  were  doing  so,  and  was  told  that 
they  did  not  know  any  other  reason  than  except  it  being  an  order  from 
General  Butler. 

I  heard  some  of  the  officers  say  that  in  their  opinion  they  might  just 
as  well  have  been  in  Fort  Fisher  as  to  be  there  lying  in  the  sand.  I 
was  also  told  that  our  force  was  all  ready  to  assault  the  fort  and  that 
General  Curtis  had  sent  to  the  rear  for  permission  to  do  so,  when  he  got 
the  order  to  fall  back  and  reembark  the  troops  as  soon  as  possible. 

While  on  shore  I  had  an  opportunity  to  converse  with  many  of  the 
prisoners,  and  learned  the  following  facts :  That  our  fire  had  been  very 
heavy  and  the  enemy’s  works  had  been  demolished  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  some  of  their  guns  dismounted. 

I  remained  on  shore  all  the  next  day  and  night,  the  surf  running  so 
high  that  no  communications  could  be  had  with  the  fleet  by  boats  until 
toward  night.  The  next  day  I  assisted  with  my  men  in  getting  the 
remaining  troops  off  with  life  boat  belonging  to  the  transports.  After 
the  troops  were  all  off  I  returned  to  this  vessel  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  F.  Merry, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Osceola. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Cliippewa,  in 

response  to  General  Order  No.  75. 

IT.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 

Off  Neio  Inlet, ,  North  Carolina ,  December  31 ,  1864. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75, 1  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  with 
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the  enemy’s  forts  at  moutli  of  Cape  Fear  Fiver  on  the  24th  and  25th 
instant. 

At  11  a.  m.  on  the  24th  instant,  took  position  in  line  of  battle  as 
ordered  by  signal  and  cleared  ship  for  action.  At  2:20  p.  m.  took  our 
position  as  per  chart  plan,  and  at  2:35  p.  m.  opened  lire  on  the  enemy’s 
batteries  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound.  Continued  firing  until 
5:35  p.  m.,  and  when  ordered  to  retire  the  enemy’s  works  seemed  to  be 
much  damaged,  and  at  times  their  guns  were  completely  silenced. 

At  9 : 55  a.  m.  on  the  25tli  instant,  took  our  position  in  line  of  battle  as 
ordered  by  signal,  and  at  10:40  a.  m.  commenced  engaging  the  enemy’s 
forts.  At  11  a.  in.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  ceased  firing  and  sent  a  boat 
provided  with  grapnels  over  the  bar  to  drag  the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

At  4 :  30  p.  m.  stood  to  the  northward  and  at  5 : 30  anchored  near  the 
army  transports  and  sent  boats  to  assist  in  landing  troops. 

The  firing  from  the  fleet  was  the  best  I  ever  witnessed ;  the  forts 
seemed  to  be  much  damaged,  particularly  Fort  Fisher,  and,  in  my  opin¬ 
ion,  had  an  assault  been  made  on  that  work  by  our  land  force  on  the 
evening  of  the  second  day’s  engagement  it  could  have  been  carried  with 
but  little  opposition. 

In  conclusion,  1  have  to  state  that  every  officer  and  man  on  board  this 
vessel  did  his  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  Weaver, 
Lieutenant-  Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron , 

Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Sassacus,  in  response 

to  General  Order  No.  75. 


U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  in  the  actions  of  the 
24th  and  25tli  instant,  in  line  of  battle,  in  position  assigned  by  your 
order,  fired  123  100-pounder  Parrott  shell,  10  100-pounder  shrapnel, 
119  IX-inch  shell,  49  20-pounder  Dahlgren  shell,  12  12-pounder  Dahl- 
gren  shell;  all  of  which  were  directed  with  care  and  deliberation  at 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  enemy’s  works  adjacent  thereto.  It  may  not  be 
amiss  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was  commend¬ 
able  during  the  two  days’  engagements.  The  fire  of  the  ships  through¬ 
out  appeared  to  be  overwhelming,  the  enemy  not  replying  when  our 
guns  opened  with  vigor.  The  impression  on  my  mind  was  that  the 
works  of  the  enemy  were  much  injured,  so  much  so  that  an  assault 
determinedly  made  would  result  in  their  capture,  and  my  astonishment 
was  great  when  I  heard  that  the  army  had  resolved  on  a  retrograde 
movement,  as  I  considered  that  a  corresponding  effort  made  by  the 
land  forces  would  have  secured  the  success  of  the  combined  attack  of 
the  army  and  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Chase,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus,  regarding  assistance  ren¬ 
dered  in  embarking  troops. 


U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C .,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  proceeded  to  assist  in  embarking 
troops  with  the  second  cutter,  leaving  Mr.  Wilson  [Allison1?]  in  charge 
of  the  launch.  After  getting  off  five  or  six  boat  loads,  the  boat  was 
swamped  in  the  surf,  and  I  was  obliged  to  haul  her  up  on  the  beach, 
when  I  found  she  had  started  off  a  plank,  and  I  could  do  no  more  with 
her  till  morning. 

I  then  found  the  launch  had  also  been  swamped,  and  the  officer  and 
crew,  except  one  man  (Finnegan),  had  left  the  beach. 

The  next  day  I  got  the  launch  up  and  repaired  her  and  got  her  in 
readiness  to  launch  the  first  favorable  opportunity,  but  the  surf  was 
too  heavy  during  the  day.  On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  was  ordered 
by  Brigadier -General  Curtis  to  leave  the  boats  on  the  beach  and  assist 
in  getting  off  the  troops  in  life  boats,  and  some  of  the  Sassacus’s  men 
were  sent  off  in  each  boat.  I  rendered  what  assistance  I  could  till  all 
the  troops  were  off,  and  then,  not  being  able  to  return  to  the  Sassacus, 
I  went  on  board  the  flagship  and  was  ordered  to  return  to  this  ship.  I 
protested  against  leaving  the  boats  without  trying  to  get  them  off,  but 
General  Curtis’s  orders  were  positive,  and  he  said  he  would  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  boats.  They  were  afterwards  destroyed  by  order  of  Gen¬ 
eral  Butler. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Whitman  Chase, 

Acting  Ensign ,  JJ.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  Steamer  Sassacus. 


Report  of  Commander  Trenchard,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Rhode  Island  on  the  24th  ultimo  in  the  attack  upon  Fort 
Fisher  and  other  batteries. 

This  steamer  took  her  position  in  the  line  designated  upon  the  gen¬ 
eral  plan  of  attack  at  2 : 50  p.  in.,  opening  fire  with  the  starboard  battery 
upon  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound;  swung  around,  moored  head  and 
stern,  and  continued  the  fire  with  the  port  battery  until  the  signal  was 
made  to  cease  firing. 

At  3 : 45  p.  m.  the  flag  on  Fort  Fisher  was  cut  away  by  a  gun  from 
the  second  division, 

The  Rhode  Island  was  not  struck,  and  there  were  no  casualties  on 
board  during  the  action.  Lieutenant  Frederic  R.  Smith,  executive 
officer  of  this  vessel,  rendered  valuable  aid  in  carrying  out  my  orders 
during  the  action  and  in  getting  the  vessel  into  line. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  that  all  the  officers  behaved  with 
uncommon  coolness,  exhibiting  great  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  and  encouraging  the  men  to  do  the  same. 

The  petty  officers,  crew,  and  marines,  one  and  all,  behaved  well  at 
their  guns  and  other  stations,  discharging  their  duties  in  a  spirited 
manner,  and  maintaining  a  brisk  and  continuous  fire  upon  the  batteries. 
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I  enclose  herewith  the  gunner’s  report*  of  ammunition  expended 
during  the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Tbenoiiard, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  D.  A.  Campbell,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

December  24 ,  1864. — In  line  of  battle  off  New  Inlet.  At  10 :  20  a.  m. 
flagship  made  signals  preparatory.  At  11:20  immediately  got  under¬ 
way  and  stood  in  with  the  fleet.  At  12:55  p.  m.  went  into  action  and 
opened  fire  on  the  batteries.  At  5:15  ceased  firing  and  steamed  off¬ 
shore.  Expended  88  32-pounder  shell;  40 IX-inch  shell;  40100-pounder 
shell ;  168  fuzes. 

December  25. — Off  New  Inlet  reducing  forts.  At  9:  35  a.  m.  flagship 
made  general  signal.  At  10  went  to  quarters.  At  10:  06  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba  fired  the  first  shot  at  the  Half  Moon  battery.  At  11:30  beat 
retreat.  The  Neiv  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  shelling  Port  Fisher  since 
10:45  a.  m.  Received  from  the  Malvern  80  navy  fuzes.  Saboted, 
strapped,  tilled,  and  stowed  in  shell  room,  40  spare  shell  for  IX-inch 
gun,  Dahlgren.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Shelling  the  forts.  At  3 
p.  m.  sent  the  second  cutter  to  buoy  out  channel  with  other  boats  of  the 
fleet.  At  3:50  boats  returned.  Fired  at  Mound  and  batteries  9  100- 
pounder  rifle  shell  and  1  IX-inch  shell.  At  4:30  p.  m.  started  for  the 
transport  fleet  and  got  the  second  and  third  cutter  ready  for  landing 
troops,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  Pettit  and  6  men,  armed,  and  third 
cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  O.  Croton,  with  4  men,  armed. 
Boats  left  and  returned  at  7:30  p.  m.  At  8:20  sent  in  two  boats  to 
bring  off  troops.  Boats  returned  at  12  midnight. 

December  26—  Oft  New  Inlet  with  transport  fleet.  From 6 to  8  p.  m., 
the  vessels  shelling  the  woods.  From  8  to  midnight,  the  gunboats 
tiring  slowly  all  the  watch. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  Lieutenant-Commander  G.  W.  Young,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

December  24 ,  1864.— Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.— At  12:30  a.  m.  saw  light 
of  a  fire  bearing  N.  by  E.f  E.  At  1: 40  saw  a  small  explosion  in  the 
same  place ;  at  the  same  time  the  fire  also  disappeared.  At  12 : 40  p.  m. 
heard  heavy  firing.in  the  direction  of  Bald  Head  light  house  ;  supposed 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and  batteries.  Prepared  ship  for  action. 

December  25.— At  9  a.  m.  came  to  in  the  fleet.  At  9 : 15  got  underway 
and  stood  in  for  Fort  Fisher.  At  10 :  50  the  Ironsides  opened  tire  on  the 
fort.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Fleet  engaged  in  the  bombardment. 
At  1 : 10  p.  in.  commenced  tiring  from  our  IX-inch  gun ;  tired  3  times  and 
then  ceased  by  order  of  the  admiral.  At  2:  35  sent  three  boats  in  the 
S.  E.  channel  to  drag  for  torpedoes.  At  3:50  the  boats  returned. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  The  fleet  still  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Received 
orders  to  remain  and  guard  the  S.  E.  channel.  At  6:30  p.  m.  heard 
firing  of  musketry  back  of  Fort  Fisher.  Firing  at  intervals  by  the 
enemy.  At  7  saw  a  tire  on  shore.  From  8  to  midnight  tiring  at  inter¬ 
vals  from  Fort  Fisher. 


"“Not  found. 
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December  26. — At  1 : 30  a.  m.  saw  a  heavy  discharge  c?f  musketry  near 
Fort  Fisher;  also  of  heavy  guns.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Heard  occasional 
firing  from  heavy  guns  and  musketry  to  westward.  At  11 :  30  a.  m.  went 
to  general  quarters  and  fired  4  shots  at  the  enemy’s  batteries.  At  5 :  40 
p.  m.  went  to  quarters  and  fired  4  shots  from  the  IX  inch  toward  Half 
Moon  battery.  From  8  to  midnight:  Firing  at  intervals.  The  fleet 
firing.  Engaged  shelling  the  woods. 

December  27. — Fired  IX- inch  gun  5  times  during  the  night.  From  4 
to  8  a,  m.:  During  the  watch  fired  9  charges  from  IX-inch  gun  and  2 
from  howitzer  at  intervals.  At  8: 15  sent  first  and  second  launches  to 
assist  in  embarking  troops.  At  10:45  hoisted  all  boats  and  stood  out 
to  sea. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S,  S.  Mount  Vernon,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  Trathen,  U.  S. 

Navy. 

December  24,  1864. — At  6:  30  a.  m.  spread  one  fire  and  steamed  ahead 
slow  W.  by  X.  Latitude  at  noon  33°  53'  X.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Con¬ 
siderable  sea  on.  Discovered  that  the  fastenings  of  the  head  of  the 
rudderpost  were  loose  and  the  cleat  that  confined  the  stern  was  split, 
and  it  appeared  that  a  slight  strain  would  wrench  the  rudderpost  from 
its  socket  altogether,  therefore  thought  it  prudent  to  run  into  Beaufort 
for  repairs.  At  11 : 30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor. 

December  25.^- At  10 : 30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frank  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  20 ,  1864. — At  anchor  off  Xew  Inlet. 

December  22. — Midnight  to  4  a.  in.,  lying  to  near  the  monitor  Maho¬ 
pac.  From  8  to  meridian,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flagship,  accom¬ 
panied  the  Mahopac  in  the  direction  of  Masonboro  Inlet. 

December  24. — At  8:20  a.  m.  flagship  spoke  us  and  ordered  us  to 
accompany  the  Mahopac  inshore  and  then  report  to  the  Keystone  State. 
Sent  a  hawser  to  the  Mahopac  and  at  9  started  ahead  with  her  in  tow. 
Finding  it  impossible  to  tow  the  Mahopac ,  her  steering  wheel  becoming 
unmanageable,  she  was  obliged  to  cast  off  the  hawser.  At  11:15  ran 
the  hawser  to  her  again,  but  she  having  repaired  her  steering  gear 
started  ahead.  At  11:45  parted  the  hawser.  At  12:30  reported  to 
the  commander  of  the  Keystone  State ,  and  took  our  position  in  line.  At 
1  p.  in.  the  engagement  commenced  with  a  gun  from  the  New  Ironsides 
and  Canonicus  and  soon  became  general  along  the  line.  At  3: 30  the 
flagstaff  of  Fort  Fisher  was  shot  away.  At  3  the  Keystone  State  sig¬ 
naled.  Fired  our  forward  Parrott  rifle  12  times  at  the  Mound,  falling 
short  each  time.  At  5:30  the  flagship  signaled  to  the  squadron.  The 
ship  ceased  firing  and  ran  out  to  station. 

December  25. — At  10:45  a.m.  the  A.  D.  Vance  made  general  signal. 
Opened  fire  on  a  battery  ashore,  apparently  deserted.  At  11 : 30  low¬ 
ered  the  launch  and  cutter  and  sent  them  to  the  transport  Ben  De  Ford 
to  transport  troops  ashore.  At  12  m.  a  12-pound  conical  shot  struck 
in  our  hull  on  the  port  side,  going  through  the  waterway  on  the  spar 
deck,  and  lodged  in  the  waterways  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  berth 
deck.  At  12: 15  p.  in.  hove  up  the  anchor,  the  battery  on  shore  firing 
lively,  three  shot  going  over  us.  At  1 : 20  spoke  the  Brooklyn.  At  2 : 15 
the  troops  commenced  to  land.  At  this  time  the  battery  ashore  seemed 
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to  be  silenced.  At  2 :  45  p.  in.  the  1  ance  made  signal.  Ceased  tiring. 
At  5:20  p.  m.  spoke  the  Emma.  She  ordered  us  to  anchor  in  line  of 
battle  and  shell  the  batteries  throughout  the  night.  At  5:30  received 
orders  to  close  in  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At  0 : 45  launch  and 
first  cutter  returned.  At  7  beat  the  retreat  and  secured  the  batteiy. 
Firing  at  intervals  all  the  afternoon.  At  9: 15  got  underway  and  stood 

out  E.  S.  E.  .  , 

December  26. — At  6  a.  in.  started  ahead,  and  at  i :  30  communicated 
with  the  Vance.  At  8  beat  to  quarters,  fired  at  intervals  at  the  battery. 
At  8:45  spoke  the  A.  D.  Vance  and  received  orders  to  fire  an  occasional 
shell  at  the  battery.  Kept  the  forward  Parrott  gun’s  crews  at  quar¬ 
ters,  and  fired  at  intervals  all  the  morning.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. ; 
firing  occasional  shots  at  the  battery  all  the  watch.  At  5  p.  m.  secured 
the  battery  and  closed  the  magazine.  From  8  to  midnight,  occasional 
firing  from  the  gunboats  covering  the  troops  on  shore. 

December  27. — At  10  a.  m.  mustered  all  hands  and  transferred  the 
command  of  the  ship  to  Acting  Master  William  Bates,  the  resignation 
of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Frank  Smith  having  been  accepted  by 
the  Navy  Department. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Balch,  IT.  S.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  TI.  S.  Howquah. 

U.  S.  S.  Howquah, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report:.  . 

On  December  24,  at  1:45  p.  in.,  being  in  the  inner  line  in  4  and  5 
fathoms  of  water,  with  Fort  Fisher  bearing  W.  N.  W.,  opened  fire  on 
Fort  Fisher  and  batteries  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet;  continued  tiring 
until  5 : 20  p.  m. ;  stood  off  then  and  anchored  in  fathoms  of  water. 

December  25. — At  8  a.  m.  passed  within  hail  of  the  Malvern  and  was 
ordered  to  report  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At  8 : 10  reported,  and  was 
ordered  to  follow  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  cover  the  landing  of  troops. 
At  9:30  ran  in  and  fired  at  the  Half  Moon  battery,  passing  down  to 
the  Flag  Pond  battery,  firing  at  intervals,  but  receiving  no  reply.  At 
11  was  sent  by  Captain  Glisson  to  General  Butler  with  orders  tor  trans¬ 
ports  to  come  in  at  once  and  land  troops,  as  there  were  no  batteries  and 
a  very  smooth  sea.  At  12 : 30  called  away  gig  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign 
G.  P.  St.  John,  first  cutter  in  charge  of  Acting  Master  s  Mate  1 . 1  •  Has¬ 
kell,  second  cutter  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  R.  L.  Smith.  At 
2  •  05  landed  with  first  load  of  troops.  At  2 : 20  saw  a  number  ot  men 
on  Flag  Pond  battery  (marked  on  the  magazine  Fort  Anderson  No.  2). 
Sent  dingey  in  charge  of  Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.G. 
McLane,  who  brought  off  5  prisoners  and  11  rifles,  which  were  turned 
over  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Continued  landing  troops  until  5:30, 
when  orders  were  given  to  take  them  from  the  beach  to  the  transports 
a p-ain :  continued  until  9  o’clock,  when  the  surf  was  so  high  our  boats 
could  not  land.  Firing  at  intervals  to  cover  the  troops  on  shore. 

December  26.— At  8  a,  in.  got  a  line  on  shore  and  with  all  our  boats 
commenced  taking  the  remainder  ot  the  troops  off.  At  11:30  all  the 
troops  safely  off  from  the  beach;  stood  off  and  put  them  on  board  the 
transport  Weybosset.  Amount  of  ammunition  expended,  1 1 7  rounds. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Balch, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Howquah. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Crafts,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75.  v  * 

U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada, 

Beaufort ,  December  31 ,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that,  with  the  exception  of  about  two  and  one-half  hours  of 
active  participation,  I  was  passing  along  the  entire  line  of  ships  either 
following  your  motions  or  carrying  your  orders.  I  consider  the  fort  as 
having  been  practically  silenced  on  both  the  24th  and  25tli  instant, 
and  felt  then,  as  I  do  now,  that  there  would  have  been  no  serious  diffi¬ 
culty  in  carrying  the  works  by  a  vigorous  assault.  If  so  few  of  their 
guns  were  disabled  I  can  not  see  why  they  did  not  work  them,  as  they 
might  have  done  after  our  fire  slackened,  and  while  there  were  plenty 
of  vessels  within  range.  The  almost  complete  silence  of  the  guns  on 
the  northeastern  face  of  the  fort  induced  me  to  think  that  they  were 
disabled  or  were  “quakers.”  I  should  have  supposed  that  a  soldier 
would  have  felt  himself  bound  by  every  consideration  of  honor  and 
patriotism  to  attempt  those  works  by  assault,  but  I  am  not  a  soldier 
and  do  not  perhaps  know  what  is  discreet  and  what  is  not,  but  under 
similar  circumstances  I  should  like  to  be  one  of  a  thousand  blue  jackets 
to  show  what  sailors  can  do  and  what  soldiers  might  have  done. 

Very,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Crafts, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness,  Acting  Master  Henry  Arey,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  24,1864. — Flagship  made  signal  “Prepare  to  get  underway.” 
Minnesota  cast  off  our  hawser  and  got  underway.  Flagship  then  made 
signal  “Form  in  line  of  battle”  and  all  the  ffeet  did  so,  New  Ironsides 
ahead  and  monitors  following,  they  being  followed  by  the  frigates  and 
smaller  vessels.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Weather  clear,  wind  fresh  from 
S.  W.  At  12 : 50  New  Ironsides  commenced  the  attack,  followed  by  the 
monitors.  At  1 : 15  the  action  became  general.  Flagship  made  signal 
for  this  vesssel  to  come  within  hail.  Did  so  and  was  ordered  to  act  as 
tender  to  the  flagship,  which  duty  was  performed  during  the  tight.  At 
2  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  “Shot  falling  short,”  and  the  range  was 
increased.  At  2:30  Admiral  Porter  sent  this  vessel  to  order  several 
gunboats  up  nearer  to  the  fort,  did  so,  and  at  this  time  discovered  that  a 
heavy  tire  was  raging  in  Fort  Fisher  which  fire  burned  till  4  p.  m.  At 
3:02  tne  flagstaff  and  flag  on  Fort  Fisher  were  shot  away. 

A  flag  was  then  set  on  the  Mound  battery,  which  was  shot  away  sev¬ 
eral  times  during  the  action,  but  was  always  replaced  in  a  few  minutes. 
The  firing  from  the  fleet  during  the  action  was  very  heavy  and  rapid. 
This  vessel  was  unable  to  tire  a  gun  as  she  has  only  24-pounder  how¬ 
itzers.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.:  Weather  clear,  wind  moderate  from  the 
S.  W.  At  5  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  “  Prepare  to  retire  from  action 
for  the  night.”  At  5 : 10  made  the  signal  “  Ketire  for  the  night,”  which 
signal  was  obeyed  by  the  wooden  vessels.  The  Neiv  Ironsides  and 
monitors  continued  to  lie  at  anchor  in  the  positions  they  had  occupied 
during  the  day.  At  6:30  p.  m.  got  orders  from  the  admiral  to  go  in 
on  the  bar  with  this  vessel.  Got  underway  and  started  in. 
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December  25. — Employed  removing  the  killed  and  wounded  from  tlxe 
Ticonderoga  and  Juniata  to  the  Fort  Jackson.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Fight  raging  furiously.  On  one  side  rebel  batteries  returning  slowly. 
At  1  p.  m.  General  Butler  commenced  landing  troops  under  cover  of 
the  gunboats.  From  4  to  G  p.  m. :  Attending  on  flagship.  The  bom¬ 
bardment  of  Fort  Fisher  still  going  on.  From  G  to  8  p.  m.:  Fight  still 
continues.  Following  the  flagship.  At  8  p.  m.  steered  for  Beaufort,  N.  O. 
December  26. — At  7 :  55  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Beaufort. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina ,  December  26 ,  1S64. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  actions  of  the  2ith  and  25th  of  December,  1864: 

At  11a.  m.  on  the  24th  I  returned  on  board  this  vessel  from  the  Wil¬ 
derness ,  and  carried  your  orders  to  Captains  Glisson  and  Rolando  in 
regard  to  their  divisions. 

In  the  meantime  the  fleet  was  steaming  in  toward  the  forts  in  order 
of  battle,  and  at  12:55  p.  m.  the  New  Ironsides  commenced  the  action, 
quickly  followed  by  the  other  vessels,  the  forts  returning  the  fire 
briskly. 

Having  obtained  permission  from  Captain  Rolando  to  move  in  nearer, 
1  took  a  position  on  the  port  bow  of  the  Brooklyn  and  opened  fire  ou 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound,  keeping  it  up  steadily  till  the  signal  to 
retire  for  the  night. 

At  4:55  p.  m.  the  Osceola ,  on  our  starboard  bow,  was  disabled,  and 
the  Gettysburg  took  her  place  till  5 :  55  p.  m.,  when  we  were  called  along¬ 
side  the  flagship  by  signal  and  directed  to  carry  orders  to  the  vessels 
off  Western  Bar,  at  the  same  time  the  signal  was  made  for  the  fleet  to 
retire  for  the  night. 

I  proceeded  to  Western  Bar  and  returning  the  next  morning,  25th, 
found  the  ironclads  and  ail  the  heavier  vessels  engaging  Fort  Fisher 
and  the  other  vessels  covering  the  landing  of  the  troops  on  the  beach. 
All  the  available  boats  of  these  vessels  were  employed  landing  troops. 

I  was  directed  by  you  to  carry  a  message  to  General  Butler  and  to 
assist  in  landing  troops. 

At  12  m.  no  troops  had  been  landed,  though  many  boats  were  in  wait¬ 
ing,  and  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  most  inexcusable  dilatoriness  was 
manifested  in  getting  the  troops  started  ashore,  and  I  was  struck  with 
surprise  that  no  more  effort  was  made  to  hasten  their  landing. 

General  Butler  informed  me  that  the  steamer  containing  his  surtboats 
was  at  Beaufort. 

Just  as  the  first  troops  landed  a  white  flag  was  shown  from  the  Flag 
Pond  battery,  which  was  directly  under  the  guns  of  the  vessels,  and  a 
boat  from  the  Santiago  de  Cuba*  landed  and  took  possession. 

During  the  afternoon  the  vessels  covering  the  troops  fired  occasion¬ 
ally  into  the  woods,  but  no  enemy  was  visible  in  that  direction. 

Toward  evening  I  was  informed  that  General  Butler  had  ordered  the 
troops  to  reembark,  and  boats  were  sent  to  assist  in  bringing  them  off. 

At  8  p.  m.  I  was  ordered  to  go  down  between  the  ironclads  and  the 
bar  on  picket  duty.  _ 


*  See  p.  351. 
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On  the  first  day  the  firing  was  very  good,  both  the- ffagstaff  on  Fort 
Fisher  and  that  on  the  Mound  being  shot  away.  No  effort  was  made 
to  replace  the  flag  on  the  fort  during  the  action. 

The  entire  interior  of  the  fort  was  in  dense  flames,  and  several  of  the 
guns  appeared  to  be  dismounted,  and  the  parapets  as  much  injured  as 
those  of  a  sand  fort  can  be  by  the  fire  of  artillery. 

On  the  second  day  the  firing,  as  viewed  from  my  position,  was  splen 
did.  Scarcely  a  shell  seemed  to  miss  the  fort,  which  was  kejit  envel¬ 
oped  in  a  cloud  of  smoke  and  sand,  the  guns  being  completely  silenced. 

While  on  board  General  Butler’s  flagship  [he],  himself  and  liis  officers 
repeatedly  expressed  the  highest  admiration  at  the  remarkable  preci¬ 
sion  and  the  terribly  destructive  effect  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet. 

General  Butler  remarked  that  no  fortification  in  the  world  had  ever 
before  been  subjected  to  so  terrible  a  fire. 

From  a  careful  observation  of  the  fort  I  do  not  doubt  in  the  least  but 
it  could  have  been  carried  by  the  assault  of  two  or  three  thousand  men, 
under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet. 

It  is  impossible  that  there  could  have  been  more  troops  in  the  fort 
than  the  bombproofs  could  contain,  and  the  fact  of  four  of  General  But¬ 
ler’s  men  getting  inside  and  bringing  out  the  flag  of  the  fort  shows  it 
was  but  weakly  guarded. 

During  a  year’s  experience  on  this  part  of  the  coast  I  have  scarcely 
seen  a  more  favorable  opportunity  for  landing  troops  on  the  beach. 

The  conduct  of  my  officers  and  men,  under  all  circumstances,  has  been 
all  that  I  could  desire. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Advance. 

U.  S.  S.  A.  D.  Yanoe, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  late  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  and  its  auxiliary 
works : 

The  signal  “Form  line  of  battle”  being  made,  the  A.  D.  Vance  took 
her  position  with  the  “reserves,”  and  afterwards  finding  an  opening  near 
the  Bliode  Island ,  closed  in  with  the  second  line  of  attack  and  opened 
with  her  30-pounder  Parrott  on  the  principal  work ;  this  at  about  2  p.  m. 
Our  fire  was  continued  until  5  p.m.,  when  the  Osceola,  near  by,  signaled 
that  she  was  sinking.  I  immediately  steamed  for  her  with  boats  ready 
to  give  assistance  and  took  her  in  tow,  at  which  time  the  signals  were 
made  “Cease  firing”  and  “Betire  for  the  night.” 

On  the  following  day,  having  been  assigned  a  division  of  six  vessels 
under  Captain  Glisson  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  fire  of  the  Half 
Moon  battery  preliminary  to  landing  the  army,  I  moved  in  at  about 
8:30  a.  m.  and  sent  boats  to  take  the  troops  on  shore.  While  thus 
engaged  a  movable  battery  of  Whitworths  in  the  rear  of  Half  Moon 
battery  and  an  VUI-inch  gun  within  that  battery  opened  on  my  divi¬ 
sion  and  the  transports  near  by. 
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I  moved  nearer  to  tlie  shore,  followed  by  the  vessels  under  my  com¬ 
mand,  and  in  half  an  hour,  by  the  use  of  shrapnel,  succeeded  in  driving 
the  Whitworths  from  their  position  and  silencing  the  VM-incli  gun, 
which  was  spiked  and  abandoned. 

I  am  happy  to  have  no  casualties  to  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 

Lieutenant-Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 

J.  II.  Upshur, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Eolus,  Acting  Master  Edward  Keyser,  II.  S.  Navy. 

December  24,  1864.— Off  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River.  At  1:35 
a.  m.  observed  an  explosion  bearing  N.  E.  by  E.,  about  14  miles  distant. 
At  1 : 05  p.  m.  the  senior  officer  signaled ;  weighed  anchor  and  stood  over 
to  Cape  Fear  in  obedience  to  senior  officer’s  orders.  At  1 : 50  returned 
and  reported.  At  1  the  engagement  commenced  at  Eastern  Bar,  off 
Wilmington.  At  4:40  tiring  entirely  ceased  at  New  Inlet.  Cruising 
off  the  bar. 

December  25.— From  8  p.  m.  to  midnight  tiring  at  intervals  in  the 
direction  of  New  Inlet,  during  the  watch. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Moccasin,  Acting  Ensign  James  Brown,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[TJ.  S.  S.  Hero  from  July  14-24, 1864.] 

December  23,  1864.— Carrying  orders  and  dispatches  to  the  fleet. 

December  24. — At  1  p.  m.  fleet  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  steamed 
in  to  Fort  Fisher.  Fleet  Captain  Breese  took  charge  of  this  vessel. 
Vessel  running  from  ship  to  ship. 

December  25—  At  7:30  a.  m.  received  orders  from  Admiral  Porter  to 
report  to  Major  General  Butler  for  duty.  From  8  to  midnight:  Received 
orders  from  Major-General  Butler  to  assist  in  embarking  troops.  Suc¬ 
ceeded  in  getting  two  launch  loads  and  delivered  them  to  the  steamship 
Charles  Thowias, 

December  26.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Ran  in  to  the  beach  in  4 
fathoms  water,  but  a  heavy  sea  rolling  in  could  not  get  any  more  troops. 
Steamed  off  into  5  fathoms  water.  At  7:30  a.  m.  received  orders  from 
Major-General  Butler  to  report  to  Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.  At  9 : 30 
reported  and  started  and  carried  orders  and  dispatches  among  the  fleet. 

December  27. — Received  orders  to  blockade  New  Inlet. 

December  28. — At  daylight  saw  two  large  blockade  runners  going  in. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cherokee,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Dennison,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  23, 1864 . — [Off  Fort  Fisher.]  At  0  p.  m.  got  underway  and 
stood  off  S.  S.  E.  about  half  a  mile  to  get  into  line  of  battle  and  came 


348  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

to  anchor  in  11£  fathoms  water  with  the  starboard  qnblior.  At  11 : 30 
p.  m.  made  a  vessel  bearing  E. ;  as  she  did  not  have  any  lights  show¬ 
ing,  challenged  her,  and  she  showed  a  white  light. 

December  24. — At  1:40  a.  m.  saw  a  fire  and  heard  an  explosion,  saw 
several  rockets ;  sent  up  Ooston  signals  preparatory  and  answer  Cos- 
ton’s.  At  daylight  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  inshore.  At  7 : 30 
we  got  underway  and  stood  in  line  of  battle.  From  8  to  12:  Steaming 
inshore  inline  of  battle.  At  10 : 10  started  the  engine  and  lay  head 
offshore.  At  11  steaming  in  line  of  battle.  Keystone  State  made  sig¬ 
nal  “Prepare  for  action.”  At  1  p.  m.  the  fleet  commenced  firing  on  Fort 
Fisher  and  the  Mound  battery.  At  2 : 20  a  shell  set  fire  to  some  of  the 
houses  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Fisher.  Stood  in  and  opened  fire  on  Fort 
Fisher.  The  Quaker  City  made  signal  for  us  not  to  fire  so  close  to  her. 
Stood  to  the  southward  and  commenced  firing  at  the  Mound.  Fi-orn  6 
to  8  p.  in. :  Firing  at  Mound  battery  with  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle.  At 
5:10  ceased  firing  and  stood  offshore.  At  6:  40  came  to  anchor  with 
port  anchor.  Expended  this  day  02  rounds  of  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle 
charges.  Expended  62  pivot  charges  for  20-pounder  rifle  and  62  pivot 
shells. 

December  25. — At  7 :  50  a.  m.  the  Malvern  made  signal;  steamed 
toward  her.  From  8  to  12:  Stood  up  toward  the  Half  Moon  battery 
and  commenced  firing  at  the  forts.  At  10  called  away  all  boats  to  land 
troops.  From  10  to  meridian :  The  division,  consisting  of  the  following- 
vessels,  A.  D.  Vance,  Alabama,  Emma,  Cherokee,  and  Tristram  Shandy, 
were  employed  shelling  the  Half  M'oon  battery  and  the  adjacent  woods; 
the  battery  returning  our  fire  at  intervals.  x\t  11:30  the  Brooklyn 
steamed  ahead  close  inshore,  shelling  the  fort  and  woods,  the  fort  hav¬ 
ing  previously  ceased  firing.  From  meridian  to  4  p.m.:  Employed 
shelling  at  intervals  the  battery  and  adjoining  woods.  At  1  p.  m.,  hav¬ 
ing  expended  all  our  howitzer  shell,  resumed  our  fire  with  shrapnel. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Continued  to  fire  at  intervals  at  Half  Moon  battery 
and  woods.  At  5:30p.  m.  the  boats  returned  from  landing  troops. 
Anchored  in  5  fathoms.  Expended  the  following  ammunition:  113 
charges  powder,  63  shells  and  50  shrapnel  for  20  pounder  Parrott  gun. 
Of  fixed  ammunition  for  24-pounder  howitzer,  77  shell  and  9  shrapnel. 
From  8  to  midnight:  At  anchor  oft  Half  Moon  battery.  At  10:30 
veered  to  30  fathoms  to  get  broadside  guns  to  bear  on  the  battery.  At 
10 : 45  commenced  a  slow  fire.  Fired  14  rounds  up  to  midnight. 

December  26. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Engaged  with  the  star¬ 
board  battery  on  Half  Moon  battery.  At  2 : 30  a.  m.,  the  wind  increas¬ 
ing,  the  spring  on  the.  chain  parted.  Ceased  firing,  got  underway,  and 
steamed  off  to  74  fathoms  water;  came  to  with  port  anchor  and  veered 
to  45  fathoms,  chain  ready  for  slipping.  At  10:20  a.  m.  called  to 
quarters  and  commenced  firing  at  the  battery.  Expended  44  shrapnel 
for  24-pounder  howitzer  and  4  solid  shot  for  20-pounder  Parrott  rifle. 

December  27. — At  1:30  p.  m.  made  signals  to  the  flagship.  The 
rebels  in  sight  repairing  their  fortifications. 

December  28. — At  daylight  discovered  a  runner  inside  the  bar.  Called 
all  hands  to  quarters,  steamed  in,  and  fired  the  bow  pivot  3  times.  The 
runner  went  inside,  out  of  range.  At  2:30  p.  m.  the  admiral’s  fleet 
got  underway  and  proceeded  to  sea.  At  3:15  squall  from  the  S.  W. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Lilian,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris,  U,  S.  Navy. 

December  24,  4864. — Hew  Inlet.  At  2  a.  m.  heard  an  explosion  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  7 : 30  signal  from  senior  officer  to  get 
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underway,  liove  up  anchor  and  secured  it.  From  S  to  12  meridian,  fleet 
forming’  in  line  of  battle.  At  1  p.  m.  took  our  position  and  formed  in 
line  of  battle  near  the  Keystone  State  with  the  reserve  fleet.  At  12:20 
p.  in.  the  flagship  opened  the  engagement  and  the  whole  fleet  com¬ 
menced  bombarding  Fort  Fisher  and  adjacent  batteries.  At  4:45  the 
flagship  signaled  to  come  within  hail.  Ordered  us  to  the  west  channel 
to  look  out  for  blockade  runners. 

December  26. — At  8:15  a.  m.  saw  a  steamer  burning  black  smoke; 
gave  chase.  She  proved  to  be  a  steamer  with  a  heavy  battery  and 
showing  the  rebel  flag.  At  8  :  45  fired  two  shots  at  her  from  30-pounder 
Parrott  gun.  At  9  she  hauled  to  the  S.  W.  At  10  lost  sight  of  her. 
A  very  high  sea  running,  ship  leaking  badly. 

December  27. — At  2  p.  m.  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Beaufort. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  TJ.  S.  S.  Emma,  Acting.  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Thomas  C.  Dunn,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  24,  1864.— At  12:30  a.  m.  a  fire  seen  burning  toward  the 
Eastern  Bar  [New  Inlet].  At  1:30  a.  m.  an  explosion  occurred.  At 
2:  50,  moon  rising,  steamed  in  toward  night  station.  Bald  Head  light 
not  lit.  At  8  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  bar  on  block¬ 
ade  duty.  At  midnight  Fort  Fisher  bearing  N.  W.  by  N. 

December  25—  At  10: 15  flagship  Malvern  made  signal  for  fleet  to 
form  in  line  of  battle.  Went  to  quarters.  At  11 : 30  a.  m.  commenced 
firing  at  Half  Moon  battery.  The  fleet  at  the  same  time  opened  fire  on 
Forf  Fisher.  Sent  first  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Beetle,  and 
second  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Morris,  to  assist  in 
lauding  troops.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Steamed  along  in  line  of  battle. 
Anchored  and  weighed  anchor  again  according  to  signal  from  flagship 
A.  D.  Vance.  At  12 : 15  p.  m.  a  shell  struck  the  ship  from  shore,  which 
went  through  the  gig  and  bridge  and  exploded  in  the  master’s  store¬ 
room.  Kept  up  the  firing  all  the  afternoon  from  both  sides.  At  0:30 
p.  m.  commenced  firing  again  from  port  battery  at  intervals.  First  cut¬ 
ter  returned  on  board  from  embarking  troops.  From  8  to  midnight: 
Underway.  Firing  from  port  battery.  At  9:30  ceased  firing.  Fleet 
bearing  south  and  westerly. 

December  26— 12  to  4  a.  m.:  Blowing  heavy  and_  rainy.  At  9: 15 
a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  inshore.  At  9:55  called  all  hands 
to  quarters.  Firing  from  No.  1  pivot  gun  and  port  battery.  Ship 
underway,  steaming  to  the  S.  and  E.  From  12  meridian  to  4  p.m.: 
Delivering  orders  to  the  fleet  from  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.  At  2:o0 
arrived  back  at  the  fleet  and  spoke  the  flagship  Malvern.  At  4  p.  m. 
ship  drifting  with  fleet.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Morris  returned  on 
board  with  boat’s  crew  from  the  Wabash ,  reporting  loss  of  the  second 
cutter.  The  following  is  the  report  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Morris 
concerning  the  loss  of  the  second  cutter  while  in  his  charge:  States 
that  while  returning  from  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  the  Emma ,  alter 
assisting  in  embarking  troops,  and  the  night  being  stormy,  was  run 
into  by  a  launch,  when  he  ran  alongside  of  the  Wabash  and  stayed  on 
board  all  night.  In  the  morning,  the  boat  being  swamped,  efforts 
were  made  to  hoist  her  partly  out  of  the  water  to  bail  her  out,  when 
she  broke  in  half  and  drifted  out  to  sea.  At  5:  40  p.  in.,  in  obedience 
to  orders,  steamed  in  toward  the  beach  for  the  purpose  of  reembarking 
troops.  At  7 : 50  commenced  firing  from  No.  2  starboard  gun  and  No.  2 
pivot.  At  10  ceased  firing. 
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December  27. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Lying  at  anchor,  occasionally 
shelling  the  shore  in  rear  of  the  Federal  troops  encamped  on  the  beach. 
At  G :  45  a.  m.  sent  first  cutter  ashore,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Beetle, 
to  reembark  troops  from  shore. 

December  28. — At  0:45  a.  m.  saw  a  steamer  under  the  beach  coming- 
out,  and  the  Moccasin  fired  a  gun.  Went  to  quarters  and  stood  in 
toward  the  steamer.  Opened  fire  on  her  from  our  starboard  battery  and 
20-pounder  pivot  gun.  The  steamer  turned  around  and  went  in  again. 
The  fort  fired  several  times.  Observed  five  steamers  and  a  schooner 
lying  inside.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  James  M.  Williams  came  on 
board  and  assumed  command  of  this  vessel. 

December  29. — At  11:30  a.  m.  firing  guns  from  Fort  Fisher. 


Report  of  Acting-  Master  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nansemond,  in  response  to 

General  Order  No.  75. 

IT.  S.  S.  Nansemond, 
Beaufort  Harbor ,  S.  C.,  December  31 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  General  Order 
No.  75. 

During  the  engagement  of  the  fleet  with  Fort  Fisher  and  other  works, 
on  the  24th  and  25tli  instant,  this  vessel  was  employed  in  carrying  orders 
and  dispatches  along  the  whole  line  of  ships,  and  from  my  own  observa¬ 
tion  I  should  judge  that  Fort  Fisher  was  much  injured,  a  part  of  the 
guns  dismounted,  and  nearly  all  silenced  by  the  rapidity  of  our  fire. 
I  think  the  fort  might  easily  have  been  taken  by  assault  on  the  night 
of  the  25th. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Porter, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State,  Commander  Henry  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  20,  1864. — Fleet  at  anchor  off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  meridian 
to  4  p.  m. :  During  the  watcli  heard  the  report  of  several  heavy  guns  in 
the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher. 

December  24. — At  12  (midnight)  two  rockets  were  seen  in  a  W.  N.  W. 
direction.  At  12:45  a.  m.  saw  a  light,  apparently  from  a  burning  ves¬ 
sel  bearing  N.  W.  At  1 :  50  a.  m.  saw  a  flash,  followed  by  an  explosion, 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  fire.  At  3:30  a.  m.  a  general  signal  by 
Coston  lights  was  made,  which  Ave  answered.  At  5  a.  m.  signaling  by 
vessels  in  the  fleet,  which  we  could  not  make  out.  At  7  the  fleet  com¬ 
menced  moving  to  the  westward.  At  7:30  made  signal  to  the  reserve 
division  and  proceeded  to  get  underway  and  stand  to  the  westward. 
From  8  to  meridian:  Steaming  in  line  of  battle  toward  Fort  Fisher. 
From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Steering  in  toward  Fort  Fisher  in  line  of 
battle  and  in  our  position  in  the  reserve  line.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  New 
Ironsides  opened  fire,  and  was  followed  by  the  whole  fleet  as  soon  as 
they  got  into  position.  At  1 :  09  the  enemy  commenced  firing  from  the 
fort  and  adjacent  batteries.  At  1 : 10  p.  m.  the  Gettysburg  came  within 
hail  and  brought  orders  from  the  admiral  for  this  ship  and  the  whole 
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reserve  squadron  to  be  ready  for  assisting-  and  covering  landing  troops. 
At  2 : 12  black  smoke  and  a  blaze  were  seen  from  Fort  Fisher.  The  flag 
had  been  shot  down  from  the  Mound  battery.  At  2:52  commenced 
firing  from  this  ship  with  our.two  rifled  guns  and  32-pounder  broadside, 
the  Mound  bearing  about  W.  and  Fort  Fisher  about  W.  FI.  W.,  near  and 
between  the  second  line  of  ships.  At  3:  30  a  steamer  was  seen  going 
up  the  river  inside  the  Mound  battery,  and  another  fire  was  discovered 
^nearly  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  3:  50  the  flag  was  shot  from  the 
Mound  battery  and  also  from  Fort  Fisher.  At  3:55  a  new  flag  was 
hoisted  on  Mound  battery.  At  4:  25  ran  up  within  hail  of  the  flagship, 
and  Commander  Rolando  was  ordered  on  board  the  same.  We  were 
during  this  time  firing  our  rifled  guns  when  chances  could  be  obtained 
to  get  range  between  and  over  the  ships  lying  in  line  of  battle.  At  5 
Commander  Rolando  returned  from  the  flagship.  Ceased  firing  and 
started  engine  at  moderate  speed.  Fired  during  the  action  50  shots 
from  the  30-pounder  pivot,  24  from  the  50-pounder  pivot,  and  14  from 
the  32-pounder  broadside  gun.  From  0  to  8  p.  m.  passed  two  transport 
steamers  standing  to  S.  W.  along  the  coast. 

December  25. — At  Beaufort  taking  in  ammunition. 

December  26. — At  7:30  a.  m.  made  the  fleet  off  Wilmington.  At  8 
steaming  slowly  through  the  fleet.  A  continuous  firing  of  heavy  guns 
during  the  watch  [from  8  to  meridian].  From  meridian  to  4  p.m.: 
Drifting  and  steaming  close  to  the  flagship;  the  Ala bama  shelliug  the 
woods  occasionally.  At  2  the  Brooklyn  fired  a  few  shot  at  Fort  Fisher. 
At  3 : 30  stood  out  to  the  southward  and  eastward  to  anchorage.  From 
6  to  8  p.  m. :  Occasional  firing  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Fisher.  From  8 
to  midnight:  A  continuous  firing  of  heavy  guns  to  the  westward  dur¬ 
ing  the  watch. 

December  27. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m. :  Gunboats  firing  at  inter¬ 
vals  across  Federal  Point  to  protect  our  troops.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. : 
Heavy  firing  inshore. 

December  28. — At  6  a.  m.  heavy  squall  from  S.  W.  and  rain.  At  7 
two  of  our  gunboats  fired  a  few  shell  at  the  beach.  At  8: 10  p.  m.  got 
underway  and  stood  to  sea. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Huse,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Britannia,  in 

response  to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Britannia, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub¬ 
mit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  late 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher : 

Arrived  from  Western  Bar  on  the  evening  of  the  24th.  On  the 
morning  of  the  25th  was  ordered  by  you  to  report  to  Captain  Glisson, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  to  assist  in  covering  the 
landing  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Half  Moon  battery.  I  anchored 
this  velsel  in  line  of  battle,  in  4  fathoms  of  water,  about  250  yards  from 
the  beach,  and  directly  opposite  Flag  Pond  Hill  battery,  upon  which, 
as  1  saw  it  was  full  of  soldiers,  I  opened  and  continued  a  rapid  fire  with 
24-pounder  howitzers.  Just  as  the  first  boat  landed  containing  troops, 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above,  a  white  flag  was  displayed  on  Flag- 
Pond  Hill  battery,  upon  which  l  ceased  firing  and  sent  a  boat  m 
charge  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  H.  Bryant  to  take  possession,  which  he 
did,  planting  our  flag  upon  the  work  and  capturing-  about  <0  piisoneis, 
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wliicli  were  sent  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  by  boats  belonging  to 
vessels  in  the  vicinity.  Boats  from  this  ship  were  employed  until  after 

midnight  carrying  troops.  . 

On  the  26th  too  much  surf  to  bring  off  troops.  Remained  at  anchor 
near  the  shore,  shelling  the  woods  all  night  at  intervals. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  veered  chain,  backed  in,  and 
ran  a  line  to  shore.  Boats  were  employed  until  11 :  45  a.  ra.  reembark¬ 
ing  troops  until  every  man  was  oft  the  beach. 

Ammunition  expended:  62  shell  for  30-pounder  Parrott;  220  shell 
for  24-pounder  howitzers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

Saml.  Htjse, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Britannia,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Samuel  Huse,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

December  23,  1864.— At  daylight  the  fleet  steaming  for  anchorage. 

December  24. — At  12 :  45  a.  m.  saw  a  large  Are.  At  1 :  45  saw  a  large 
explosion  in  the  same  place.  At  8:45  a.  m.  came  to  with  port  anchor 
near  the  flagship.  At  1  p.  m.  continued  heavy  tiring  heard  from  the 
direction  of  Fort  Fisher. 

December  25.— At  9:50  a.  m.  the  Malvern  made  signal.  At  10:20 
a.  m.  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  commenced  firing.  At  10 : 30  the  Governor 
Buckingham  commenced  tiring.  At  10:40  the  Santiago  made  signal. 
We  commenced  firing.  At  10 :  53  the  Rowquah  commenced  tiring.  At 
11  the  New  Ironsides  commenced  firing  at  Fort  Fisher.  A  general  firing 
by  the  fleet.  At  11:  45  Santiago  made  signal.  Dropped  hedge  and 
sent  a  boat  to  laud  troops.  At  1  p.  m.  received  orders  from  the  admiral 
to  move  closer  inshore;  did  so  at  once.  At  2:20  the  Santiago  made 
signal  to  get  underway.  Troops  commenced  to  land.  The  men  in  the 
battery  set  a  white  flag;  ceased  firing.  At  2:30  p.  m.  sent  Acting 
Ensign  W.  H.  Bryant,  who  planted  the  American  flag  on  the  battery. 
At  3  commenced  transporting  prisoners  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At 
4:10  p.  m.  the  troops  were  fired  upon  by  rebel  riflemen.  At  4:10 
our  troops  commenced  firing  from  the  battery  with  artillery.  We 
commenced  firing  at  the  rebels.  At  4  : 20  the  Santiago  signaled ;  ceased 
firing.  At  5  received  orders  from  the  Santiago  to  commence  firing. 
At  5 :  45  ceased  firing  from  the  fleet.  The  fort  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  up 
the  beach  till  6:40,  when  it  ceased.  At  5  troops  commenced  to  reem¬ 
bark.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  embarking  troops.  From  8:30  to  10  p.  m. 
heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher,  with  occasionally 
volleys  of  musketry.  Embarking  troops. 

December  26. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  Heard  the  report  of 
guns  from  Fort  Fisher  and  the  heavy  firing  of  musketry.  At  4  contin¬ 
uous  firing  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  9  commenced  shelling 
the  woods.  At  11:30  a.  m.  the  men  on  shore  attempted  to  launch  a 
boat  which  was  immediately  swamped.  At  11 . 52  an  army  gunboat 
[transport]  succeeded  in  getting  a  life  boat  on  shore.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. 
calm,  with  heavy  breakers  on  the  beach.  A  line  was  run  to  the  shore 
and  communication  opened  with  the  troops.  From  8  to  12  midnight, 
occasionally  shelling  the  woods  all  the  watch. 

December  27. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  Firing  a  shell  every 
two  minutes  into  the  woods  to  the  left  of  our  troops  all  the  watch. 
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From  8  to  12  meridian  first  cutter  and  whaleboat  employed  embarking 
troops  until  11 :  45  a.  m. 

December  28. — At  6:40  a.  in.  sighted  a  large  side-wheel  steamer  with 
two  smokestacks  run  aground  about  one-half  mile  west  from  Fort  Cas¬ 
well.  At  0:45  the  Maratanza  and  Tristram  Shandy  ran  in  and  com¬ 
menced  firing  at  her,  the  batteries  on  shore  replying  very  rapidly.^  At 
7  the  fleet  ceased  firing  and  steamed  toward  the  buoy.  At  7 : 15  tlie 
batteries  ceased  firing. 

December  29. — At  9:11  a.  m.  a  two-smokestack,  two-masted,  side- 
wheel  blockade  runner  steaming  up  the  river  for  Wilmington. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  MacDiarmid,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Governor 

Buckingham. 

U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  vessel  in  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  neighbor¬ 
ing  batteries: 

At  1:20  p.  in.,  24th  ultimo,  signal  was  made  from  the  Keystone  State 
to  attack  the  Mound  and  batteries.  At  1:30  p.  in.  took  a  position 
between  the  IT.  S.  steamers  Quaker  City  and  Monticello ,  opened  fire  on 
the  fort  and  Mound,  firing  with  good  effect.  At  5:30  ceased  firing  in 
obedience  to  signal  from  liagsliip,  stood  offshore,  and  anchored.  At 
9- 10  a.  m.,  25th  instant,  followed  the  IT.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  the 
direction  of  the  Half  Moon  battery.  At  10 : 20  a.  m.  opened  fire  on  the 
Half  Moon  battery;  received  no  response;  standing  slowly  to  the 
southward.  At  11a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  Captain  O.  S. 
Glisson,  anchored  abreast  of  Flag  Pond  battery;  could  see  that  there 
were  men  in  it.  Opened  a  heavy  fire  on  it  from  five  rifled  guns.  At  11 
a.  in.  sent  the  launch  and  second  cutter  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Trans¬ 
ports  coming  in  slowly.  At  3  p.  m.  sent  the  gig?  charge  of  Acting 
Assistant  Paymaster  Lynford  Lardner,  to  assist  in  landing  the  troops. 
At  2:  40  p.  m.  a  white  flag  was  shown  from  the  battery  on  Flag  Pond 
Hill;  the  troops  at  the  time  were  pulling  for  the  shore;  an  army  launch 
was  training  a  howitzer  on  it.  I  hailed  them  not  to  fire.  Boats  weie 
pulling  rapidly  for  the  shore  from  the  Britannia,  Howquah,  Santiago  de 
Cuba ,  and  other  vessels.  An  ensign  from  the  Britannia  was  first  on 
the  beach.  He  ran  up  to  the  battery,  planted  the  United  States  flag, 
aud  received  the  surrender  of  the  forces  in  the  battery.  About  5  p.  m. 
orders  were  given  from  an  army  tug  not  to  land  anymore  troops;  boats 
returned  to  the  ship.  Shortly  after  dark  received  orders  to  send  all  of 
my  available  boats  to  assist  in  reembarking  the  troops;  immediately 
dispatched  the  launch  and  first  and  second  cutters.  The  boats  returned 
at  midnight  to  the  ship,  the  surf  being  too  heavy  for  them.  Anchored 
throughout  the  night  in  4  fathoms  water,  in  a  good  position  to  cover 
our  troops  in  the  event  of  their  being  attacked.  During  the  26th 
instant  surf  too  heavy  for  our  boats;  firing  an  occasional  shot  in  the 
direction  of  where  the  rebel  troops  were  supposed  to  be.  At  4  p.  in. 
received  a  request  from  Brigadier-General  Curtis,  through  Lieutenant 
De  Kay  of  Major  General  Butler’s  staff,  to  fire  over  the  woods,  as  the 
enemy  were  massing  in  his  front  and  both  flanks;  communicated  with 
Commander  J.  C.  Howell,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kerens.  He  ordered 
me  to  move  further  to  the  southward  and  protect  the  left  flank  of  the 
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army;  liove  up  anchor,  stood  about  half  a  mile  to’  the  southward, 
anchored,  and  commenced  firing  slowly.  Throughout  the  night  fired  a 
gun  every  fifteen  minutes  just  to  the  left  of  our  troops  on  shore.  At 
8  a.  m.,  27th  instant,  dispatched  the  launch  and  first  and  second  cut¬ 
ters  to  assist  in  bringing  the  troops  off  from  the  beach.  At  noon  they 
returned  to  the  vessel,  all  the  troops  having  been  gotten  off.  At  1  p.  m. 
stood  offshore.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  had  the  troops  on  shore  been 
properly  supported  they  would  have  gotten  into  the  fort. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding . 
Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  MacDiarmid,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Governor 
Buckingham,  transmitting  reports  regarding  the  reembarkation  of  troops. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  2,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  the  reports  of  Acting  Mas¬ 
ter’s  Mates  F.  H.  Poole  and  William  W.  Hunter,  who  were  in  charge 
of  boats  from  this  ship,  engaged  in  landing  and  reembarking  troops. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 

[Enclosures.] 

-U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  was  in  charge  of  the  second  cutter 
of  this  vessel,  engaged  in  taking  off  troops  from  shore  to  army  trans¬ 
ports  on  the  25th  and  27th  instant.  Had  in  my  boat  different  army  offi¬ 
cers  who  freely  gave  me  their  opinion  that  Fort  Fisher  could  have  been 
easily  taken  on  the  25th  instant,  and  they  very  deeply  regretted  that 
they  were  ordered  to  reembark  without  assaulting.  I  recollect  one  offi¬ 
cer  in  particular  saying  that  ten  of  his  men  lay  under  the  embrasures 
all  night,  and  that  it  could  have  been  carried  very  easily. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  H.  Poole, 

Acting  Master’s  Mate ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  MacDiarmid, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham. 


U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  was  in  charge  of  the  first  cutter  of 
this  vessel  on  the  25tli  and  27th  instant,  engaged  in  taking  off  troops 
from  shore  to  the  army  transports;  was  in  conversation  with  army  offi¬ 
cers  who  had  been  down  on  a  reconnoissance  to  Fort  Fisher.  They  told 
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me  that  they  fully  believed  that  the  fort  could  have  been  carried  by 
assault  by  the  troops  that  were  on  shore  on  the  25th  instant,  and  they 
felt  very  much  surprised  as  well  as  deeply  mortified  at  being  ordered 
to  reembark  without  making  the  assault.  I  also  heard  great  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  officers  and  men  at  their  being  withdrawn  from  what  they 
all  considered  an  easy  victory,  already  within  their  grasp. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  W.  Hunter, 
Acting  Masters  Mate ,  77.  S.  Navy. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  John  MacDiarmid, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Wood,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy,  in  response 

to  General  Order  No.  75. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 

Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1S64. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  General  Order  No.  75,  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report: 

At  8 : 55  a.  m.  of  the  24th  of  December,  1864, 1  reported  this  vessel,  as 
ordered,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Keystone  State  for 
assignment  of  my  position  during  the  engagement.  At  3:10  p.  in., 
about  two  hours  after  the  firing  became  general  from  the  ironclads,  the 
larger  vessels,  and  the  forts,  I  took  position  and  opened  fire  upon  the 
Mound  battery,  continuing  until  general  signals  were  made  from  your 
flagship  to  retire.  Our  firing  was  good,  most  of  our  shot  striking  the 
battery  and  many  exploding  right  in  the  top  of  it.  The  other  vessels 
engaging  the  same  battery  also  made  excellent  firing,  and  much  damage 
must  have  been  done  to  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  December,  1864, 1  received  orders  from 
you  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  which  I  did,  and  was  assigned  a  position  to  the  eastward  and  near 
the  U.  S.  S.  A.  D.  Vance.  Taking  that  position,  I  opened  on  the  Flag 
Fond  battery,  to  the  eastward  of  Battery  Anderson  about  3  miles.  Our 
fire  was  returned  briskly  from  a  heavy  gun  mounted  on  this  and  a  bat¬ 
tery  of  Whitworth  guns  in  the  enemy’s  line  of  intrencliments,  the  shot 
falling  very  thickly  near  and  around  us.  At  1  p.  m.,  my  ammunition 
being  expended,  1  withdrew  and  steamed  down  for  the  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
which  vessel  was  moored  nearly  abreast  of  Battery  Anderson.  While 
my  boat  was  on  board  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  a  white  Hag  was  hoisted  on 
Battery  Anderson,  and  I  immediately  sent  the  second  cutter  with  Act¬ 
ing  Master’s  Mate  Robert  T.  Clifford  on  shore.  He  was  the  first  on  the 
beach,  and  when  Battery  Anderson  surrendered  it  was  to  the  navy,  and 
the  prisoners  were  taken  by  the  navy,  the  U.  S.  S.  Britannia  having- 
taken  position  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  and  kept  up  a  rapid  fire 

upon  it.  .....  .  , . 

From  this  vessel  Fort  Fisher  could  plainly  be  seen,  and  the  impies- 
siou  of  every  officer  (and  the  subject  was  freely  discussed)  was  that  it 
could  not  but  surrender.  It  appeared  to  be  in  a  very  battered  condi¬ 
tion,  several  of  the  casemates  being  entirely  destroyed,  and  we  had  not 
a  doubt  but  that  it  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  an  assault  by  the  troops 
landed  for  that  purpose.  I  had  no  idea  that  it  could  possibly  be 
defended  much  longer.  The  number  and  names  of  the  prisoners  and 
the  number  of  rifles  captured  by  this  vessel  have  been  already  reported 

to  you. 
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It  is  but  justice  for  me  to  state  that  the  conduct  of  all  of  the  officers 
and  men  attached  to  this  vessel  during  the  action  was  deserving  of  all 

praise.  ,  .  , .  ,  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben  Wood, 

Acting  Ensign,  Commanding  pro  tern. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  IS.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ?  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Wood,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy,  giving  list 

of  prisoners  captured. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 

Of  Western  Bar ,  Wilmington ,  A.  <7.,  December  28,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  prisoners 
captured  by  a  boat  from  this  vessel  under  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Bobert  [T.]  Clifford,  at  the  surrendering  of  Battery  Anderson, 
near  New  Inlet,  on  the  25th  December,  1864,  at  about  2 : 30  p.  m. :  Ser¬ 
geant  Thomas  F.  Lanning,  Sergeant  John  T.  Sink,  Corporal  Thomas 
O.  Batts,  Private  Jesse  H.  Fritz,  Private  J.  W.  Koonts,  Private 
Meredith  Poole,  Private  B.  A.  Billings,  Private  Joseph  Harrell,  all 
belonging  to  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina  Begiment. 

They  were  afterwards  transferred  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Lilian  by  order  of 
the  fleet  captain. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ben  Wood, 

Acting  Ensign,  Commanding  pro  tempore. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  XT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  transmitting  statement  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Comstock,  IJ.  S.  Army,  regarding  operations  against  Fort  Fisher. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  1,  1865. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  submit  a  statement  lately  drawn  up  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Comstock,  of  my  staff,  who  was  with  the  expedition  which 
moved  against  Fort  Fisher.  It  was  his  views  of  the  situation,  and  no 
one  had  a  better  opportunity  of  seeing  than  he  had,  and  no  one  is  more 
capable  of  judging.  The  fact  is  there  are  but  two  ways  of  taking  Fort 
Fisher,  operating  from  the  water:  One  is  to  surprise  them  while  there 
is  but  a  small  garrison  defending  the  place;  the  other  is  for  the  navy 
to  send  a  portion  of  their  fleet  into  Cape  Fear  Biver  while  the  enemy’s 
batteries  are  kept  down  by  the  fire  from  the  balance.  Troops  can  then 
land  and  hold  the  point  until  the  troops  in  the  fort  surrender.  With 
Cape  Fear  Biver  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  they  have  the  same  com¬ 
mand  over  the  sand  spit  on  which  Fort  Fisher  is  built  that  we  have. 
In  the  three  days  of  good  weather  which  elapsed  after  the  army  had 
reached  the  scene  of  action,  before  the  navy  appeared,  our  troops  had 
the  chance  of  capturing  Fort  Fisher  while  it  had  an  insufficient  garri¬ 
son  to  hold  it;  the  delay  gave  the  enemy  time  to  accumulate  a  force. 
Every  preparation  is  now  going  on  to  get  troops  back  to  the  mouth  of 
Cape  Fear  Biver  as  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy  may,  by  that  time, 
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have  withdrawn  Hoke’s  division,  which  went  from  here  to  Wilmington. 
If  not,  Admiral  Porter  will  have  to  run  a  portion  of  his  fleet  by  the  bat¬ 
teries,  as  suggested  before,  or  there  will  be  no  earthly  use  in  landing 
troops.  The  failure  before  was  the  result  of  delays  by  the  navy,  I  do 
not  say  unavoidable,  for  I  know  nothing  of  the  cause,  since  the  work 
to  be  done  is  likely  to  require  much  greater  risk  on  their  part  than  if 
the  delay  had  not  occurred.  I  know  Admiral  Porter  to  be  possessed 
of  as  fine  judgment  as  any  other  officer  and  capable  of  taking  as  great 
risks.  It  will  be  necessary,  however,  that  he  should  know  and  appre¬ 
ciate  the  situation  in  all  its  bearings,  and  be  ready  to  act  according  to 
the  emergency.  I  will  write  to  him  fully  or  send  him  a  copy  of  this, 
and  also  send  the  same  staff  officer  that  accompanied  the  expedition 
before,  who  will  lay  the  whole  thing  before  him.  It  seems  to  me  proper 
that  these  views  should  be  laid  before  Admiral  Porter  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  X  avy  also. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  I).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  1,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  some  considerations  on  the  recent 
failure  at  Wilmington,  and  on  the  chances  of  success  of  any  future 
attempt.  In  my  opinion  the  cause  of  the  failure  was  the  delay  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  attack,  giving  ample  time  to  the  enemy  to  put  a  force  at  Wil¬ 
mington  larger  than  the  land  force  sent  by  us.  The  land  forces  embarked 
at  Bermuda  Hundred  on  the  8th  of  December,  in  the  expectation  of  a 
very  short  delay  at  Fort  Monroe.  Owing  to  the  weather  and  the  pow¬ 
der  boat  they  did  not  go  to  sea  until  the  14th,  arriving  off  Wilmington 
the  night  of  the  15th.  Three  days  of  good  weather  ensued,  on  any  of 
which  the  army  could  have  landed,  the  enemy,  as  we  afterwards  were 
informed,  having  at  that  time  but  400  men  in  Fort  Fisher  and  about 
2,500  in  the  vicinity  of  Wilmington.  If  an  attack  had  been  made  it 
would  have  had  every  chance  of  success  that  could  have  been  expected. 

On  the  evening  of  the  third  of  these  three  days  of  fine  weather 
Admiral  Porter  arrived,  but  a  breeze  sprang  up  the  same  night  (Decem¬ 
ber  18).  making  a  landing  impracticable.  From  this  time  till  December  25 
the  armv  force  could  not  land  from  bad  weather,  and  the  necessity  of 
going  into  Beaufort,  X.  0.,  for  coal  and  water.  On  the  25th  a  landing 
was  effected.  Prisoners  captured  from  Hoke’s  division  of  Lee’s  army 
informed  General  Butler,  as  he  told  me,  that  Kirkland’s  and  Hagood’s 
brigades  were  there  as  reinforcements.  Seventeen  days  had  elapsed 
since  the  embarkation  at  Bermuda  Hundred  and  eleven  since  the  depart¬ 
ure  from  Fort  Monroe;  both  army  and  navy  had  shown  themselves  at 
Beaufort;  all  chance  of  a  surprise  was  gone;  a  reconnoissance  of  Fort 
Fisher  from  the  land  showed  it  uninjured;  a  few  skirmishers  went  up 
to  the  work,  but  when  a  body  of  about  300  men  showed  themselves 
1,000  yards  away  from  the  work  they  were  fired  on  by  the  work;  an 
assault  of  the  work  in  its  uninjured  condition,  with  10  or  17  heavy 
guns  sweeping  the  ground  over  which  the  assault  would  be  made,  was 
deemed  impracticable,  and  the  troops  were  reembarked.  Prisoners  who 
left  the  work  in  the  morning  reported  the  garrison  to  be  1,000  men,  and 
gave  the  regiments. 
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The  proper  method  of  defense  ot  a  work  like  fort  I?isher  under  such 
circumstances  would  be  to  keep  its  garrison  in  its  bombproofs  to  avoid 
loss,  firing  a  few  guns  to  prevent  the  navy  from  running  by,  and  only 
manning  the  parapets  at  the  moment  of  an  assault.  If  there  were 
more  troops  than  were  needed  for  the  defense  of  the  work  or  than  could 
be  sheltered  in  its  bombproofs,  they  should  be  kept  out  of  the  work  in 
the  day  to  avoid  loss  from  the  navy  fire,  and  brought  back  at  night  to 
resist  any  night  attack.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  method  followed. 
The  artillery  fire  of  the  fort  was  very  slight — as  was  the  musketry  fire 
on  our  skirmishers — during  daylight,  but  heavy  after  dark.  We  cap¬ 
tured  200  men  who  had  left  the  fort  in  the  morning  for  want  of  bomb¬ 
proof  shelter  on  their  way  back  to  it  at  night. 

As  to  future  operations,  I  think  if  an  equal  force,  say  600  men,  could 
be  placed  before  Fort  Fisher  under  the  same  circumstances  as  our 
force  was  in  from  the  15th  to  the  18th  of  December,  it  would  have  a 
good  chance  of  success.  This  supposes  that  the  enemy  will  at  once 
diminish  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher  to  400  men,  and  take  away  what¬ 
ever  reinforcements  were  sent,  and,  in  addition,  that  within  a  week  from 
the  embarkation  here  a  landing  can  be  effected  there.  At  the  pres¬ 
ent  season  this  is  a  matter  of  much  doubt.  For  a  siege  of  Wilming¬ 
ton  or  Fort  Fisher,  the  force  should,  in  my  opinion,  not  be  less  than 
15,000  men.  Supplying  this  force  from  the  open  beach  or  from  Mason- 
boro  Inlet  at  this  season  of  the  year  is,  I  think,  very  uncertain.  If  we 
had  continued  the  landing  begun  on  the  25th  it  would  have,  from  bad 
weather,  taken  three  days  to  get  all  the  men  ashore.  I  may  add  that 
at  the  time  we  were  at  Fort  Fisher  the  Tallahassee ,  an  ironclad,  and 
another  small  armed  vessel  were  reported  in  the  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  and 
would  suggest  tbatif  the  navy  is  able  to  silence  Fort  Fisher,  so  that  it 
can  not  interfere  with  an  assault  on  shore,  it  would  also  be  able  to  send 
some  vessels  past  Fort  Fisher,  in  case  another  attempt  was  made,  to 
prevent  troops  being  annoyed  by  the  fire  of  those  vessels. 

Very  respectfully, 

O.  B.  Comstock, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  T.  S.  Bowers, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Extract  from  a  report  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  referring  to  the  combined 

operations  against  Fort  Fisher. 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

Washington ,  J).  C.,  July  22 ,  1865. 

Sir:  *  *  *  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  was  the  most  important  seacoast 
port  left  to  the  enemy  through  which  to  get  supplies  from  abroad  and 
send  cotton  and  other  products  out  by  blockade  runners,  besides  being 
a  place  of  great  strategic  value.  The  navy  had  been  making  strenuous 
exertions  to  seal  the  harbor  of  Wilmington,  but  with  only  partial  effect. 
The  nature  of  the  outlet  of  Cape  Fear  Biver  was  such  that  it  required 
watching  for  so  great  a  distance  that,  without  possession  of  the  land 
north  of  New  Inlet  or  Fort  Fisher,  it  was  impossible  for  the  navy  to 
entirely  close  the  harbor  against  the  entrance  of  blockade  runners.  To 
secure  possession  of  this  land  required  the  cooperation  of  a  land  force, 
which  I  agreed  to  furnish.  Immediately  commenced  the  assemblage  in 
Hampton  Boads,  under  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  of  the  most  formidable 
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aruiada  ever  collected  for  concentration  upon  one  given  point.  This 
necessarily  attracted  the  attention  of  the  enemy  as  well  as  that  ot  the 
loyal  North,  and  through  the  imprudence  of  the  public  press,  and  very 
likely  of  officers  of  both  branches  of  service,  the  exact  object  of  the 
expedition  became  a  subject  of  common  discussion  in  the  newspapers 
both  North  and  South.  The  enemy,  thus  warned,  prepared  to  meet  it. 
This  caused  a  postponement  of  the  expedition  until  the  latter  part  of 
November,  when  being  again  called  upon  by  Hon.  G.  V.  Fox,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  agreed  to  furnish  the  men  required  at  once, 
and  went  myself,  in  company  with  Major-General  Butler,  to  Hampton 
Roads,  where  we  had  a  conference  with  Admiral  Porter  as  to  the  force 
required  and  the  time  of  starting. 

A  force  of  6,500  men  was  regarded  as  sufficient.  The  time  of  start¬ 
ing  was  not  definitely  arranged,  but  it  was  thought  all  would  be  ready 
by  the  6tli  of  December,  if  not  before.  Learning  on  the  30th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  that  Bragg  had  gone  to  Georgia,  taking  with  him  most  of  the  forces 
about  Wilmington,  I  deemed  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
expedition  should  reach  its  destination  before  the  return  of  Bragg,  and 
directed  General  Butler  to  make  all  arrangements  for  the  departure  of 
Major-General  Weitzel,  who  had  been  designated  to  command  the  land 
forces,  so  that  the  navy  might  not  be  detained  one  moment. 

******* 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  Thirty-eighth  Congress, 
second  session,  requesting  information  regarding  the  bursting  of  guns. 

January  5,  1865.— On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Hubbard, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  this  House,  so  far  as  he  has  knowledge,  what  number  of  gnus 
were  burst  on  board  our  fleet  in  the  late  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher; 
on  what  ships  they  were  mounted;  the  cause  of  their  failure;  the 
number  of  persons  killed  and  wounded  thereby;  and  whether  any  of 
such  guns  were  of  wrought-iron  construction. 

Attest:  „ 

Edward  McPherson, 

Clerk. 

By  Clinton  Lloyd, 

Chief  Cleric. 


[First  endorsement.] 

The  board  on  rifled  ordnance  will  please  answer  the  questions  con¬ 
tained  in  this  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

H.  A.  Wise, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

January  16,  1865. 

[Second  endorsement.] 

From  all  the  official  information  that  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  we 
find  that  five  Parrott  rifled  guns  burst  on  board  our  fleet  during  the 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th  December,  and  that 
they  were  mounted  on  board  the  following  named  vessels:  Ticonderoga , 
Juniata ,  Mackinaw ,  Quaker  City ,  and  Yantic. 
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Tlie  cause  of  their  bursting  we  have  not  been  able,  fib  determine  for 
want  of  sufficient  data. 

The  number  of  persons  killed  and  wounded  is  reported  to  have  been 
45.  None  of  the  burst  guns  were  entirely  of  wrought-irou  construc¬ 
tion,  but  were  all  of  castirou,  strengthened  at  the  breech  by  a  wrought- 
iron  band. 

J.  S.  Missroon, 
Commodore  and  /Senior  Member. 

Navy  Department,  January  IS,  1865. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  23,  1864. 

Fleet  reported  this  morning  as  unchanged  in  position  and  numbers. 
About  forty  vessels  are  assembled  off  New  Inlet.  Sea  has  been  too 
rough  for  any  landing  outside  of  the  bar  so  far. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  23, 1864. 

The  fleet  which  drew  off  in  the  rough  weather  is  again  assembled ; 
seventy  vessels  now  in  sight  on  the  coast.  The  advance  of  tbe  troops 
only  reached  here  to-night. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

Colonel  John  B.  Sale, 

Richmond,  Va. 

(Copies  sent  to  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Adjutant- 
General.) 


Letter  from  Major-General  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Major-General  Gilmer,  C.  S.  Army,  sur¬ 
mising  regarding  the  enemy’s  plan  of  attack. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington ,  December  23,  1864. 

General:  We  seem  to  be  in  the  midst  of  disasters  all  round.  Our 
position  here  is  very  precarious,  and  as  the  enemy’s  fleet  are  off  New 
Inlet  in  heavy  force,  in  our  present  depleted  condition  it  may  be  carried 
at  any  moment  unless  the  enemy  delay  until  Hoke  shall  have  arrived. 
None  of  his  people  have  made  their  appearance  yet.  The  fleet  seem  to 
be  waiting  for  smooth  water.  From  various  circumstances,  I  fear  their 
plan  is  one  I  have  been  apprehensive  of  ever  since  Cushing’s  memora¬ 
ble  exploit  of  coming  in  the  harbor  at  night  in  a  small  boat — that  is,  to 
send  in  barges  the  first  smooth  and  dark  night  with  troops  over  New 
Inlet  Bar,  land  on  the  beach  at  Confederate  Point,  and  carry  the  bat¬ 
teries.  It  is  perfectly  feasible  with  our  sadly  diminished  garrisons,  the 
best  men  of  which  were  taken  to  Georgia.  The  vessels  of  the  enemy 
upon  such  a  coup  de  main  would  follow  in  with  scarce  the  chance  of  a 
shot,  and  the  harbor  is  gone.  In  such  an  event,  though  the  forts  of  the 
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western  entrance  might  readily  hold  out  until  their  provisions  were 
exhausted,  yet  the  whole  system  would  be  broken,  and  the  best  course 
would  be  to  save  the  troops.  I  have  always  hoped  to  have  a  strong 
garrison  for  Confederate  Point  to  obviate  this  danger,  together  with 
such  a  powerful  supporting  force  as  would  make  such  an  attempt  too 
hazardous  for  trial,  and  force  an  attack  from  above.  But  our  circum¬ 
stances  have  been  such  that  this  appears  to  have  been  impossible,  and 
we  are  caught  at  great  disadvantage.  It  was  to  prevent  any  chance  of 
such  a  movement  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  that  I  ordered  from  Eng¬ 
land  long  since,  on  my  own  responsibility,  three  calcium  lights.  They 
have  been  reported  at  Bermuda  for  a  month  past,  but  unfortunately 
have  not  yet  come  in.  With  them  in  play,  we  could  so  illuminate  the 
bar  as  to  enable  us  to  annihilate  a  boat  flotilla. 

Many  indications  lead  me  to  think  the  enemy  have  hit  upon  this  plan, 
so  fraught  with  danger  to  us  and  so  promising  to  them,  with  small  risk. 
The  confirmation  of  the  reports  of  my  spy  from  Norfolk,  that  heavy 
frigates,  like  the  Wabash  aud  Colorado ,  loaded  with  troops,  would  form 
the  advance  of  the  attack  under  Butler.  These  vessels  and  other 
heavy  frigates  are  off  here  now,  and  as  against  this  place  could  only 
be  used  as  transports.  The  reported  exercising  with  troops  in  an 
immense  number  of  small  boats  at  Norfolk,  the  presence  of  Cushing, 
the  knowledge  of  the  enemy  of  the  great  diminution  of  our  force,  and 
especially  the  absence  of  the  usual  transports  which  accompany  an 
expedition  destined  to  make  a  laud  attack,  are  all  to  me  strong  indica¬ 
tions  in  favor  of  such  a  movement  as  I  have  described,  which  I  must 
say  is  the  best  they  could  devise  with  our  present  means.  A  success¬ 
ful  coup  de  main  would  give  them,  at  an  expense  of  no  very  large  num¬ 
ber  of  troops,  a  position  most  formidably  secure  against  any  effort  of  ours 
to  repossess  it  should  we  be  reinforced  after  the  event,  would  completely 
stop  all  blockade  running,  and  result  inevitably  and  at  no  distant  time 
in  the  possession  of  the  Cape  Fear  ltiver  and  Wilmington.  If  they 
delay  till  Hoke  arrives  we  have  a  better  chance.  We  have  scraped  up 
every  pound  of  provisions;  have  about  ten  days  for  the  troops  now 
here;  nothing  for  Hoke. 

There  is  another  course  open  to  the  enemy  which  would  eventually 
produce  the  same  results,  but  would  take  more  time  and  trouble  as 
well  as  cause  more  loss;  that  is,  to  make  the  landing  near  Gatlin  Bat¬ 
tery  and  take  possession  of  any  point  on  the  river  above  Fisher.  This 
would  isolate  the  forts  and,  of  course,  cause  their  fall  from  the  want  of 
supplies,  unless  we  could  in  the  meantime  dislodge  the  enemy.  The 
possession  of  the  Sugar  Loaf  hills  would  make  them  too  strong  to  give 
much  hope  of  the  latter.  Either  is  feasible.  I  have  made  such  dis¬ 
positions  as  have  been  in  my  power  to  arrest  this,  and  am  waiting  in 
much  anxiety  Hoke’s  arrival.  The  force  here  being  entirely  inadequate, 
of  course  I  have  to  weaken  some  other  points.  I  had  prepared  one  of 
the  partially  disabled  blockade  running  steamers  to  obstruct  the  Rip 
at  New  Inlet,  but  as  British  property,  General  Bragg  declines  to  seize 
her.  But  the  euemy  know  too  much  to  try  to  pass  the  forts  with  their 
fleet.  Depend  upon  it  their  troops  will  be  put  to  open  the  harbor. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 


Major-General  J.  F.  Gilmer, 

Chief  Engineer ,  Richmond. 


362 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


[Telegram.]  * 

v 

Fort  Fisher,  December  24,  1864 — 7  a.  m. 
Fleet  still  off.  Not  light  enough  to  define  numbers.  Wind  west  and 
southwest.  Not  a  vestige  left  of  the  vessel  that  blew  up. 

W.  Lamb, 

Colonel,  Commanding. 

Major  Hill. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Fisher,  December  24,  1864 — 10  a.  m. 

Fleet  are  about  6  or  7  miles  off.  I  recognize  Ironsides  and  three 
frigates  of  Wabash  class  in  the  fleet.  Please  do  not  take  reserves  from 
me.  I  need  them  at  night  and  they  can  not  stand  marching  to  and  from 
camp.  Can’t  you  send  me  Ezzell’s  company?  I  have  to  have  such  a 
heavy  picket  that  it  reduces  my  effective  artillerists. 

Lamb, 

Colonel. 

Major  Hill. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  op  Northern  Virginia, 

December  24,  1864. 

General  Bragg  reports  that  the  enemy’s  fleet  moved  in  about  1  p.  m., 
Ironsides  leading,  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  A  gunboat  last 
night,  in  pursuing  one  of  our  steamers,  grounded,  was  abandoned,  and 
blown  up. 

R.  E.  Lee. 

Hon.  J.  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  December  24, 1864 — 10 p.  m. 
The  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  was  kept  up  by  some  fifty  vessels, 
including  two  monitors,  until  after  sunset,  when  the  enemy  withdrew. 
Our  casualties  were  23  wounded,  including  two  officers.  Damage  to 
works  and  armament  slight. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 

December  24,  1864. 

Don’t  put  self-acting  torpedoes  on  the  Rip  till  further  orders.  Want 
to  get  some  obstructions  there  first. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-General. 

Lieutenant  Pembroke  Jones, 

Battery  Buchanan. 
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Report  of  Major-General  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  advising  the  immediate  obstruction  of  the  Rips. 


Headquarters  Third  Military  District, 

December  24,  1864. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney  goes  up  this  evening  in  the  Chickcimauga.  Both 
he  and  1  consider  it  essential  that  the  Rips  be  obstructed,  and  at  once. 
1  gave  orders  to-day  before  I  left  to  the  engineer  to  send  down  at  once 
what  obstructions  tve  have.  I  depended  on  placing  a  steamer.  The 
Arctic  is  given  to  us  for  that  purpose,  though  by  no  means  so  effective 
as  what  I  desired.  Please  to  give  every  authority  in  your  power  to  send 
the  Arctic  by  to  morrow  morning,  to  be  placed  on  the  Rips  as  an  obstruc¬ 
tion.  I  send  this  by  the  courtesy  of  Flag-Officer  Pinkney.  If  they  do 
not  attack  us  to-night  we  will  be  well.  I  have  directed  Connally’s  force 
and  500  men  from  Kirkland  as  supports  to-night.  Very  little  damage 
done,  although  fire  very  heavy. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 

General  Bragg, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fort  Fisher. 

Headquarters  Confederate  Point, 

Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  December  24 ,  1864 — 6  p.  m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  by  telegraph  that  the  enemy’s  fleet,  con¬ 
sisting  of  over  fifty  vessels,  including  two  monitors,  several  armored 
vessels,  and  a  large  proportion  of  heavily  armed  frigates  and  sloops  of 
war,  commenced  a  furious  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  at  12 :  40  p.  m., 
which  they  kept  up  until  5:30  p.  m.,  when  they  withdrew.  They  took 
position  from  opposite  Howard's  Hill  to  opposite  the  Mound,  thus  enfilad¬ 
ing  our  land  face  and  our  camp.  They  destroyed  about  one-half  our 
quarters,  including  headquarters.  They  damaged,  more  or  less,  .some  of 
our  parapets  and  traverses,  but  no  part  of  the  work  was  greatly  injured, 
except  in  front  of  Blakeley  gun,  on  right  of  the  northeast  salient.  They 
disabled  one  X-inch  carriage,  one  Ylll-inch  carriage,  and  two32-pounder 
carriages.  The  X-inch  in  the  pulpit  and  the  YIII -inch  in  the  left  of  the 
northeast  salient  were  dismounted  by  recoil.  They  will  be  mounted 
to  night. 

The  casualties  were  as  follows:  Wounded,  1  mortally,  3  severely,  and 
19  slightly;  total,  23,  viz,  2  commissioned  officers  (Lieutenant  Matthew 
Washington  Pridgen,  Company  H,  Thirty-sixth  Regiment,  and  Passed 
Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  C.  S.  Navy),  both  slightly;  3  noncommis¬ 
sioned  officers,  16  privates,  2  seamen. 

The  garrison  flag  was  shot  away  and  the  staff  cut  down.  Battle 
flags  were  raised  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  Mound  and  on  the  left 
bank. 

The  officers,  soldiers,  and  seamen  all  did  their  whole  duty,  and  are 
entitled  to  the  thanks  of  their  countrymen. 

As  the  enemy  attempted  no  passage  of  the  bar  and  stayed  out  at 
long  range,  with  the  exception  of  their  ironclads,  I  fired  very  slowly 
and  deliberately.  I  am  unable  to  know  what  damage  was  done  them, 
but  I  am  certain  the  injury  inflicted  upon  them  far  exceeds  the  injury 
their  bombardment  did  us.  Our  Heavenly  Father  has  protected  my 
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garrison  this  day,  and  I  feel  that  He  will  sustain  us  in  defending  our 
homes  from  the  invader. 

Wm.  Lamb, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Major  Hill, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 

Sugar  Loaf,  December  26,  1864 — 12  m. 
Please  send  a  gunboat  to  patrol  between  Fisher  and  Anderson,  to 
prevent  crossing  and  annoy  enemy’s  dank  by  fire  at  Craig’s  Landing. 

Archer  Anderson, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.  ] 

Sugar  Loaf,  December  26, 1864 — 4  p.  m. 
We  have  opened  communication  with  Fort  Fisher  and  now  Hold  the 
river.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  the  gunboat  down  to  cooperate,  but  it 
should  not  open  fire. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Letter  of  General  Bragg,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the 
services  of  Confederate  naval  forces  in  defense  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  The  enemy  having  drawn  off  entirely  since  his  discomfiture, 
there  is  no  longer  a  necessity  for  the  patrol  on  the  river  which  you 
kindly  established  at  my  request.  It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  con¬ 
vey  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  admiration  for  the  conduct  of  your  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  serving  Battery  Buchanan  during  the  bombardment  of 
the  24th  and  25th  instant.  General  Whiting  speaks  in  the  highest 
terms  of  their  gallantry  and  efficiency.  When  the  reports  in  detail  are 
received  I  shall  be  able  to  lay  the  matter  before  the  Government  in  a 
more  formal  and  satisfactory  dispatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  etc., 

Braxton  Bragg. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Wilmington. 


Report  of  Major-General  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  transmitting  report  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  S.  Armyi 

commanding  Fort  Fisher. 

Headquarters,  Wilmington,  December  31,1864. 
Colonel:  For  the  information  of  the  general  commanding,  I  for¬ 
ward  the  report  of  Colonel  Lamb,  commanding  Fort  Fisher,  in  the 
action  of  the  24th  and  25th. 
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On  receiving  the  information,  at  1  p.  m.  on  the  24th,  that  the  fleet  was 
moving  in  to  take  position,  I  at  once  ordered  a  steamer,  and  reporting  to 
the  headquarters,  proceeded  to  the  point  of  attack,  reacliin g  Confederate 
Point  just  before  the  close  of  the  first  day’s  bombardment,  which  lasted 
four  hours  and  a  half.  That  of  the  second  day  commenced  at  10 :  20  a.  in. 
and  continued,  with  no  intermission  or  apparent  slackening,  with  great 
fury  from  over  fifty  ships  till  dark.  During  the  day  the  enemy  landed 
a  large  force,  and  at  4:30  advanced  a  line  of  skirmishers  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  sand  curtain,  the  fleet  at  the  same  time  making  a  concen¬ 
trated  and  tremendous  enfilading  fire  upon  the  curtain.  The  garrison, 
however,  at  the  proper  moment,  when  the  fire  slackened  to  allow  the 
approach  of  the  enemy’s  land  force,  drove  them  off  with  grape  and 
musketry;  at  dark  the  enemy  withdrew.  A  heavy  storm  set  in  and  the 
garrison  were  much  exposed,  as  they  were  under  arms  all  night.  At  8 
a.  in.,  20th,  a  reported  advance  in  boats  was  opened  on  with  grape  and 
shell. 

The  garrison  remained  steadily  awaiting  a  renewal  of  the  assault  or 
bombardment  until  Tuesday  morning  [27th  j,  when  they  were  relieved  by 
the  supports  of  Major-General  Hokeand  the  embarkation  of  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Lamb’s  report,  herewith,  gives  all  the  details  of  the  action.  In 
an  accompanying  paper  I  will  give  you  an  account  in  detail  of  all  mat¬ 
ters  which  fell  under  my  own  observation  during  the  action  and  the  three 
succeeding  days,  which  I  beg  you  will  cause  to  be  forwarded  for  the 
information  of  the  War  Department. 

As  soon  as  other  business  will  permit,  a  report  in  detail  of  the  con¬ 
struction  of  the  works,  capacity  of  resistance,  effect  of  fire,  movements 
of  the  enemy,  improvements  suggested;  and  it  will  be  made  out  and 
forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Engineer  Department. 

In  this  it  only  remains  for  me  to  express  my  grateful  sense  of  the 
gallantry,  endurance,  and  skill  of  the  garrison  and  its  accomplished 
commander.  To  the  latter  I  have  already  paid  a  just  tribute  of  praise, 
not  for  the  action  only,  but  for  his  whole  course  at  Fort  Fisher,  of  which 
this  action  and  its  results  are  but  the  fruit.  His  report  of  the  gallantry 
of  individuals  I  fully  confirm  from  my  own  observation. 

I  wish  to  mention  Captain  Munn,  Lieutenant  Latham,  Lieutenant 
Hunter  of  the  Thirty-sixth,  Lieutenant  Rankin  of  the  First  Battalion, 
Captain  Adams  of  the  light  artillery,  as  very  active  and  efficient.  To 
Colonel  Tansill,  of  my  staff,  we  owe  many  thanks.  To  his  skillful 
judgment  and  great  experience  the  defense  of  the  sand  front  was  com¬ 
mitted  at  the  critical  moment  of  assault.  Of  Major  Reilly,  with  his 
battery,  of  the  Tenth  Carolina,  who  served  the  guns  of  the  sand  front 
during  the  entire  action,  I  have  to  say  he  has  added  another  name  to 
the  long  lists  of  fields  on  which  he  has  been  conspicuous  for  indomi¬ 
table  pluck  and  consummate  skill.  Major  Hill,  chief  of  my  staff,  and 
Major  Strong,  aid  de-camp,  here,  as  always,  actively  aided  me  through¬ 
out.  The  gallant  bearing  and  active  labors  of  Major  Saunders,  chief 
of  artillery,  to  General  Hebert,  in  very  exposed  positions,  attracted  my 
special  attention. 

I  present  my  acknowledgments  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  Navy, 
who  was  present  during  the  action,  for  the  welcome  and  efficient  aid 
sent  to  Colonel  Lamb;  the  detachment  under  Lieutenant  Roby,  which 
manned  the  two  Brooke  guns,  and  the  company  of  marines  under  Cap¬ 
tain  Van  Benthuysen,  which  reinforced  the  garrison.  Lieutenant 
Chapman,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  Battery  Buchanan,  by  his  skillful 
gunnery  saved  us  on  our  right  from  a  movement  of  the  enemy,  which, 
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unless  checked,  might  have  resulted  in  a  successful  passage.  The  navy 
detachment  at  the  guns  under  very  trying  circumstances  did  good  work. 

No  commendations  of  mine  can  be  too  much  for  the  coolness,  disci¬ 
pline,  and  skill  displayed  by  officers  and  men. 

Their  names  have  not  all  been  furnished  to'  me,  but  Lieutenants  Roby, 
Dornin,  Armstrong,  and  Berrien  attracted  special  attention  throughout. 
To  Passed  Midshipman  Gary  I  wish  to  give  personal  thanks.  Though 
wounded,  he  reported,  after  the  bursting  of  his  gun,  to  repel  the  threat¬ 
ened  assault,  and  actively  assisted  Colonel  Tansill  on  the  land  front. 
Above  all  and  before  all,  we  shall  be  grateful,  and  I  trust  all  are,  for  the 
favor  of  Almighty  God,  under  and  by  whom  a  signal  deliverance  has 
been  achieved. 

Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Anderson, 

Asst.  Adjt.  and  Insp.  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  i\orih  Carolina. 


P.  S. — I  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  in  no  sense  did  I  assume  the 
command  of  Colonel  Lamb.  I  was  a  witness  simply,  confining  my 
action  to  observation  and  advice,  and  to  our  communications,  and  it  is 
as  a  witness  that  I  report. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 


Detailed  report  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  S.  Army,  Commanding  Fort  Fisher. 

Headquarters  Confederate  Point, 

Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  December  27 ,  1864. 

Tuesday  morning,  December  20,  a  Federal  fleet  commenced  gather¬ 
ing  off  New  Inlet.  Bough  weather  prevailed  until  Saturday,  December 
24,  when  the  weather  was  beautiful  and  the  sea  as  calm  as  a  lake.  At 
noon  the  fleet  weighed  anchor  and  advanced  in  one  line  toward  the 
fort,  the  Ironsides  leading.  At  12 : 40  p.  m.  the  Ironsides  opened  and  the 
other  ships  followed  as  they  took  their  positions  on  left,  front,  and 
right  of  the  fort,  enfilading  both  land  and  sea  faces.  About  fifty  vessels 
of  the  fleet,  including  one  double-turreted  and  two  single-turreted 
monitors,  joined  in  the  engagement,  and  kept  up  an  incessant  fire 
until  dark — 5:30  p.  m.  The  enemy  directed  the  warmest  fire  at  the 
flagstaff  at  headquarters  until  they  had  cut  the  flag  and  staff  down 
and  knocked  headquarters  into  a  mass  of  ruins.  They  fired  projectiles 
of  every  description  from  a  3-iucli  rifle  shell  to  a  XV-inch  round  shell. 
They  destroyed  about  one-half  of  the  quarters,  disabled  3  gun  car¬ 
riages,  tore  up  large  quantities  of  the  earthworks,  splintered  some  of 
the  revetments,  but  did  not  injure  a  single  bombproof  or  endanger 
any  magazine.  The  greatest  penetration  noticed  was  not  over  5  feet 
perpendicularly. 

Our  casualties  were :  Wounded,  mortally,  1;  seriously, 3;  slightly,  19; 
total,  23.  Commissioned  officers,  Lieutenant  Matthew  Washington 
Pridgen,  Company  H,  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  and 
Passed  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  C.  S.  Navy,  both  slightly.  (For 
particulars  I  respectfully  refer  to  surgeon’s  report ) 

As  no  attempt  was  made  by  the  enemy  to  cross  the  bar,  the  fort  fired 
slowly  and  deliberately,  expending  only  672  projectiles.  The  day  was 
so  calm  that  the  smoke  hung  around  our  batteries  and  the  enemy’s  ships, 
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and  prevented  our  gunners,  generally,  from  seeing  the  effects  of  their 
shots,  but  enough  were  seen  to  strike  the  enemy  to  know  that  their 
casualties  must  very  far  exceed  ours.  A  number  of  vessels  were  with 
drawn,  and  some  were  seen  being  towed  off'.  The  frigate  Wabash , 
apparently  bearing  the  admiral’s  pennant,  was  driven  from  her  position 
late  in  the  afternoon,  and  withdrew  sternforemost,  as  if  afraid  to 
expose  her  broadsides.  At  dark  the  enemy  withdrew,  Fort  Fisher 
tiring  the  last  gun.  Everything  remained  quiet  during  the  night.  At 
about  10  a.  m.  next  morning,  December  25  (Christmas,  the  anniversary 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace),  the  fleet  advanced  again  in  single  line  toward 
the  fort,  led  by  the  Ironsides.  At  10:  30  a.  m.  the  fleet,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  another  monitor  (single-turreted)  and  some  wooden  steamers, 
recommenced  an  incessant  bombardment,  if  possible  more  noisy  and 
furious  than  that  of  the  preceding  day,  which  they  kept  up  until  after 
dark  (nearly  6  p.  m.).  During  the  day  a  few  more  quarters  were 
'burned,  more  of  the  earthworks  were  displaced,  but  none  seriously 
damaged,  and  five  guns  were  disabled  by  the  enemy. 

About  2  p.  m.  the  flagship  and  other  frigates  came  closer  to  the  bar 
and  lowered  boats,  which  approached  to  sound  the  bar.  The  Brooke- 
gun  battery  opened  upon  them,  with  other  guns,  and  drove  them  out. 
The  Armstrong  gun,  which  had  been  held  in  reserve  during  the  tight, 
was  pointed  late  in  the  afternoon  on  the  flagship  lying  oft'  the  bar,  and 
one  steel  shot  amidships  caused  the  admiral’s  pennant  again  to  with¬ 
draw.  At  3:30  p.  m.  twelve  of  the  enemy’s  barges  came  on  the 
Caroline  Shoals,  about  1  mile  to  the  right  of  the  Mound,  apparently  to 
sound  a  passage  for  barges.  It  was  a  bold  act,  but  the  enemy  paid  for 
their  temerity.  A  few  shots  from  Battery  Buchanan,  the  naval  com¬ 
mand  under  Lieutenant  Chapman,  first  cut  the  flag  from  a  barge  and 
then  cut  the  barge  in  two,  causing  the  whole  to  retreat  rapidly.  The 
enemy  made  no  attempt  to  pass  the  bar,  and  the  tiring  was  even  slower 
and  more  deliberate  than  on  the  previous  day,  only  600  shots  being 
expended.  Occasionally  the  fire  of  the  land  or  sea  face  was  directed 
on  a  single  ship,  and  it  never  failed  to  drive  her  out,  at  least  for  a 
while.  One  frigate  more  stubborn  than  the  rest,  received  six  large 
Blakely  rifle  shells  in  her  sides  before  she  would  move.  During  the 
day  the  enemy  landed  a  large  force  at  Battery  Anderson,  a  one-gun 
battery  3  miles  up  the  beach. 

At  4:30  sharpshooters  were  seen  on  our  left  flank,  and  they  fired 
upon  our  gunners  from  the  quarters  across  the  causeway.  A  few  dis¬ 
charges  of  cannister  quieted  them.  At  5:30  p.  m.  a  most  furious 
enfilading  fire  from  the  fleet  down  our  palisade  lin'e;  a  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers  were  seen  advancing  on  our  works.  A -fire  of  grape  was 
opened  along  the  line,  the  palisades  manned  by  the  infantry,  and  the 
advance  repelled.  Two  battalions  of  Junior  Reserves  joined  the 
Regulars  in  defending  this  line.  Two  prisoners  from  the  One  hundred 
and  forty-second  New  York  Regiment  were  taken  and  next  morning  a 
number  of  new  graves  were  seen  on  the  beach,  and  an  officer’s  sword 
and  some  small  arms  and  accouterments  found  scattered  in  front. 
Firing  occurred  along  this  line  at  night  as  skirmishers  would  show 
themselves,  but  no  advance  in  force  was  made.  At  about  3  a.  m.  a 
boat  party  was  reported  as  advancing  on  the  Mound.  The  prepara¬ 
tions  made  for  the  reception  of  such  an  advance  was  found  amply 
sufficient  to  repel  it,  if  it  were  seriously  made,  the  boats  seen  disappear¬ 
ing  very  quickly.  During  the  night  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  wetting 
the  troops  and  their  arms,  but  it  did  not  dampen  their  spirits  nor  inter¬ 
fere  with  their  efficiency. 
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The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties  for  the  day :  N  Hilled,  3 ;  wounded, 
mortally,  2;  severely,  7;  slightly,  26;  total  wounded,  35.  Total  casu¬ 
alties,  38.  Commissioned  officers,  Captain  W.  C.  Strong,  aid-de-camp, 
and  Lieutenant  Brown,  adjutant  Juuior  Reserves,  both  slightly 
wounded.  Lieutenant  T.  L.  Dornin,  C.  S.  Navy,  wounded  in  foot.  One 
of  the  3  killed  fell  from  the  shot  of  a  sharpshooter  on  our  left  flank.  For 
the  two  days  (24tli  and  25th),  killed,  3;  wounded,  Cl. 

The  enemy  were  seen  in  heavy  force  on  our  land  face  Monday  morn¬ 
ing,  but  made  no  demonstration  against  us.  This  (Tuesday)  morning, 
December  27,  the  foiled  and  frightened  enemy  left  our  shores. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  my  com¬ 
mand.  In  the  fierce  bombardment  of  twelve  hours  by  the  heaviest 
armed  fleet  that  ever  floated  on  the  seas  not  one  gun  detachment  was 
driven  from  their  piece.  The  last  gun  on  both  days  was  fired  by  Fort 
Fisher.  The  battalion  of  the  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment 
that  had  helped  to  erect  the  works  fought  with  a  determination  never 
to  allow  the  enemy  to  take  them,  and  the  gallant  officers  and  men  rep¬ 
resenting  the  other  artillery  organizations  of  the  Old  North  State — 
Tenth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  First,  Third,  and  Thirteenth  Battalions 
North  Carolina  Artillery — equaled  in  bravery  and  heroism  their  com¬ 
rades  of  the  Thirty-sixth.  Adams’  light  battery  not  only  skillfully 
handled  their  Napoleons  under  the  fire  of  sharpshooters  in  the  evening, 
but  in  the  day  did  effective  service  at  the  heavy  guns. 

Major  James  H.  Reilly,  Teuth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  and  Captain 
Daniel  Munn,  Thirty-sixth  Regiment,  my  field  officers,  discharged  their 
whole  duty.  To  the  coolness  and  experience  of  Major  Reilly  we  are 
indebted  for  the  defense  of  the  land  face,  and  to  Captain  Munn  we 
owe  our  thanks  for  keeping  one  battle  flag  always  floating  defiance  to 
our  foe. 

My  adjutant,  Lieutenant  George  D.  Parker,  left  his  bed  to  repair  to 
his  post,  but  unable  to  attend  to  the  arduous  duties  of  adjutant,  of 
which  he  was  relieved  by  Lieutenant  John  N.  Kelly,  he  went  to  the 
batteries  and  fought  gallantly  through  the  whole  bombardment. 

The  excellent  order  in  which  the  attack  found  the  ammunition  and 
armament  of  this  fort  is  due  mainly  to  the  practical  experience  and 
untiring  energy  of  my  ordnance  men,  at  whose  head  is  Ordnance- 
Sergeant  Montgomery  Long,  of  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment. 
I  would  be  pleased  to  have  his  services  rewarded  by  a  commission. 

The  staff'  on  the  Mound  being  unprovided  with  halyards,  the  battle 
flag  had  not  been  raised  when  the  garrison  flag  was  shot  away.  The 
order  was  immediately  given  to  raise  the  flag,  when  Private  Christopher 
C.  Bland,  Company  K,  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  volun¬ 
teered,  and,  climbing  the  staff  under  a  heavy  fire,  fastened  the  flag  to 
its  top.  At  ouce  a  terrific  fire  was  poured  on  the  Mound,  and  one  end 
of  the  flag  requiring  to  be  fastened,  Bland  repeated  the  heroic  deed, 
and  unscathed  by  the  fearful  ordeal  fastened  the  flag  firmly  to  the 
staff,  where  it  now  floats,  although  torn  and  rent  by  fragments  of  shell. 

During  the  bombardment  on  Sunday  a  burning  sbell  fell  into  a  gun 
chamber,  when  it  was  coolly  extinguished  and  thrown  out  by  Privates 
James  Turner  and  J.  H.  Brisson,  Company  H,  Thirty-sixth  North  Car¬ 
olina  Regiment. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Williford,  Company  F,  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina 
Regiment,  and  his  gallant  detachments  never  flinched  from  the  Blakely 
in  the  redan,  although  the  parapet  in  front  was  torn  away  and  the  gun 
and  carriages  splintered  by  shells, 
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I  could  mention  numberless  cases  of  daring  equally  deserving  com¬ 
mendation,  but  I  must  leave  them  for  the  roll  of  honor.  In  the  man¬ 
agement  of  my  long  line  of  works  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  see 
everything,  and  those  acts  observed  among  my  own  men  attracted  me 
most,  as  I  knew  the  individual  actors  from  our  long  association.  I 
would  make  mention,  however,  of  the  detachment  of  officers,  sailors, 
and  marines  from  the  Navy,  under  Lieutenant  Roby,  who  came  as 
volunteers  from  Battery  Buchanan  to  join  us.  Besides  the  severe  bom¬ 
bardment  of  the  enemy  from  which  this  detachment  suffered  their  full 
share,  they  had  another  ordeal  to  try  them.  In  the  afternoon  of  Sunday 
both  of  their  7-inch  Brooke  rifles  burst — one  at  2:  30  p.  m.  and  one  at  4 
p.  m. — wounding  quite  a  number;  but,  undaunted,  they  asked  for  other 
guns  to  continue  the  skillful  firing  which  they  had  so  gallantly  done 
during  the  whole  bombardment. 

The  skillful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  our  wounded  and  sick 
were  cared  for  during  this  bombardment  reflects  the  highest  credit  on 
Surgeon  Singleton  and  his  assistant  surgeons. 

I  would  mention  the  gallantry  of  my  aid,  Captain  C.  H.  Blocker,  in 
carrying  my  orders  through  the  heaviest  fire. 

I  am  indebted  to  Major  W.  J.  Saunders,  of  General  Hebert’s  staff,  for 
most  valuable  assistance  in  his  department  during  the  engagement. 

To  the  presence  of  Major-General  Whiting  and  his  staff,  Colonel  Tan- 
sill,  Major  Hill,  and  Captain  Strong,  from  the  evening  of  the  first  day’s 
bombardment  to  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  I  owe  much  of  the  confidence 
I  felt  in  my  command  and  much  of  the  enthusiasm  which  inspired  the 
men  throughout  the  fight. 

I  feel  that  to  God  we  owe  this  great  victory.  I  appealed  to  Him 
during  the  hours  of  trial,  and  He  protected  my  men  and  gave  my  gar¬ 
rison  that  bravery  and  unconquerable  heroism  which  held  Fort  Fisher 
against  a  formidable  attack  by  sea  and  land,  and  which  saved  our 
homes  from  the  invader. 

As  soon  as  full  reports  of  officers  are  received  I  will  furnish  a  list  of 
those  officers  and  men  who  were  conspicuous  for  gallantry,  to  be  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  to  be  inscribed  on  the 
roll  of  honor. 

Forty-four  heavy  guns  were  brought  into  action,  20  on  land  face  and 
24  on  sea  front.  The  land  face  is  682  yards  in  length ;  the  sea  face, 
1,898£  yards;  the  total  length  of  work,  2,580£  yards.  Both  faces  bear 
on  the  sea. 

On  the  24th  I  had  an  effective  total  of  788  regulars,  140  junior  reserves, 
total,  928.  On  the  25tli  an  effective  force  of  921  regulars  and  about  450 
junior  reserves;  total,  1,371.  At  night  a  reinforcement  came  from  Bat¬ 
tery  Buchanan  of  about  60  sailors  and  marines,  under  Lieutenant 
Ariedge  and  other  officers. 

"i  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Lamb, 
Colonel ,  Commanding. 

Major  James  H.  Hill, 

Chief  of  Staff  and  Asst.  Adjt.  Gen.,  Third  Mil.  Dist ., 

Dept,  of  N.  C.  and  Southern  Va.,  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 

[Copy  to  Captain  Hardeman.] 

N  W  R — YOL  11 - 24 
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Report  of  ammunition  expended  in  Fort  Fisher,  December  '24-25,  1864. 

Colonel:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the 
magazine  keepers  at  this  fort  of  cartridges  expended  during  the  bom¬ 
bardment  and  land  attack  on  the  24th  and  25th  of  December : 


No.  1 . 

No.  2 . 

No.  3 . 

No.  4  (Armstrong  gun) 

No.  5 . 

No.  6 . 

No.  7 . 

No.  8 . 

No.  9 . 

No.  10 . 

No.  11 . 

No.  14 . 


Total 


Magazine. 


Decem¬ 
ber  24. 

Decem¬ 
ber  25. 

Rounds. 

Rounds. 

40 

35 

34 

62 

55 

60 

4 

105 

19 

106 

18 

112 

70 

25 

84 

59 

114 

6 

70 

60 

130 

122 

672 

718 

About  118  of  the  cartridges  expended  on  25th  were  for  grape,  can¬ 
ister,  and  shell  fired  at  land  forces  and  boats  of  enemy. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

M.  Long, 

Ordnance  Sergeant. 

Colonel  William  Lamb, 

Commanding. 


Reports  of  the  surgeon  in  charge  at  Fort  Fisher,  regarding  casualties. 

Fort  Fisher,  December  30, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  casualties  in  the  action  at  Fort 
Fisher  on  December  24  and  25. 

In  the  action  of  the  24th  the  casualties  were  as  follows : 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

2 

3 

16 

Seamen . . 

2 

Total . 

23 

On  December  25  the  casualties  were : 


Killed. 

Wounded. 

Commissioned  officers . 

3 

6 

17 

8 

1 

Noncommissioned  officers . 

Privates . 

3 

Seamen . . 

Total . . . 

3 

35 

Grand  total . 

61 
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Severely  wounded  on  December  24 .  4 

Severely  wounded  on  December  25 .  7 

Total .  11 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Colonel  William  Lamb, 

Commanding. 


S.  Singleton, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 


Fort  Fisher,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  In  obedience  with  your  request  I  send  the  following  corrections, 
viz : 

December  24,  commissioned  officers  wounded:  Lieutenant  M.  W. 
Pridgen,  Company  H,  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  troops,  concussion 
from  shell,  slight;  Past  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  slight,  in  right 
leg.  December  25:  Captain  W.  C.  Strong,  aid-de-camp,  concussion  left 

hip,  slight;  Lieutenant - Brown,  adjutant,  First  Battalion,  Junior 

Keserves,  contusion  of  hip,  slight;  Lieutenant  T.  L.  Dornin,  C.  S.  Navy, 
wounded  in  foot,  slight. 

On  December  25  there  were : 

Privates. 


Killed . 

Mortally  wounded 
Severely  wounded 
Slightly  wounded . 


3 

2 

7 

26 


Total 


38 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Colonel  William  Lamb, 

Commanding  Fort  Fisher. 


S.  Singleton, 
Surgeon  in  Charge. 


Extract  from  the  official  diary  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  defenses  of 
Federal  Point,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Fisher. 

December  23. — Fleet  still  off,  but  no  demonstration  made.  Was  rein¬ 
forced  to-day  by  arrival  of  Major  Reilly’s  battalion,  companies  F  and 
K  of  Tenth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  110  strong,  and  the  Seventh 
Battalion  Junior  Reserves.  General  Whiting  placed  Colonel  Connally 
and  the  forces  at  Sugar  Loaf  under  me  to-night. 

December  24. — Little  Hattie ,  Captain  Libby,  came  in  last  night.  A 
blockader  got  aground  near  fort,  set  lire  to  herself,  and  blew  up.  Enemy 
attacked  fort  at  12:40  with  over  fifty  vessels,  ironclads,  frigates,  etc., 
and  continued  bombardment  until  5 : 30  p.  m.  We  fired  672  times.  They 
did  not  injure  works  very  seriously.  Disabled  five  gun  carriages. 
Casualties:  killed,  none;  wounded,  1  mortally,  3  seriously,  19  slightly; 
total,  23.  Commissioned  officers:  Lieutenant  Washington  Pridgen, 
Company  H,  slight  contusion ;  Past  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary,  C.  S. 
Navy,  slightly  in  leg.  Noncommissioned  officers:  First  Sergeant  J.  M. 
Benson,  Company  B,  Thirty-sixth,  concussion  and  contusion  of  brain: 
Sergeant  J.  H.  Johnson,  Company  F,  Tenth  Regiment,  contusion  in 
right  arm ;  Sergeant  C.  M.  Kelly,  Company  B,  slightly  in  face;  Corporal 
G.  L.  Britt,  bruised  in  right  side  and  arm.  General  Whiting  arrived  in 
thickest  of  fight. 
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December  25. — Fleet  came  up  and  opened  at  10: 3Q  &nd  continued  to 
bombard  us  furiously  until  dark,  when  enemy  threw  his  skirmishers 
forward.  I  rallied  men  to  palisades  and  drove  them  back  with  grape. 
Took  2  prisoners  and  killed  several.  Casualties  of  the  day:  Killed,  3; 
mortally  wounded,  1;  seriously  wounded,  6;  slightly  wounded,  28;  total 
wounded,  35. 

December  26. —Foggy  day  and  passed  off  quietly.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Tait  and  four  companies  from  the  other  inlet  reinforced  me.  In  the 
morning  saw  enemy  throwing  up  sand  at  Battery  Anderson,  and  saw 
what  I  considered  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  from  woods  in  rear  of  my 
cottage  to  Battery  Holland. 

December  27. — Enemy  embarked  on  transports  and  left  Confederate 
Point.  They  kept  up  shelling  all  night  and  all  day  till  they  all  had 
left.  Major  French’s  battalion  left  for  Sinithville.  General  Bragg 
visited  Fort  Fisher.  Major  Millard’s  battalion  left  for  Sugar  Loaf. 
Colonel  Graham’s  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  Regiment  came  to  the 
front.  General  Whiting  has  remained  with  me  since  his  arrival  on 
Sunday. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant  Chapman,  C.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  Battery  Buchanan. 


Naval  Commandant’s  Office, 

Wilmington,  January  4,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  report  of  Lieutenant  Chapman  of  the  incidents  of  the  24th 
and  25th  ultimo  is  so  comprehensive  as  to  render  any  further  report 


unnecessary. 

The  commendation  which  the  officer  serving  at  the  battery  and  in  the 
fort  received  from  Lieutenant  Chapman  is  merited.  I  deem  it  proper, 
though,  to  present  to  the  notice  of  the  Hepartment  the  zeal  manifested 
on  the  occasion  of  the  attack  by  Lieutenants  Armstrong  and  Dornin. 
These  officers  were  here  on  the  way  to  Charleston  when  the  enemy  ap¬ 
peared  off  the  fort.  They  immediately  volunteered  to  serve  wherever 
they  could  be  useful,  and  went  with  me  to  Battery  Buchanan.  On  the 
commencement  of  the  bombardment  they  asked  to  be  permitted  to  go 
to  Lieutenant  Roby’s  battery,  whither  they  went  through  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  They  remained  in  the  fort  until  the  termination  of  the  bom¬ 
bardment.  For  this  service  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  commend  them  to  the 
notice  of  the  Hepartment. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  I  was  obliged  to  take  a  portion  of 
the  crew  of  the  (Jliickamauga  to  serve  the  guns  at  Fort  Fisher.  These 
officers  and  men  served  with  distinguished  skill  and  gallantry,  as  is 
stated  by  Lieutenant  Chapman. 

The  Chickamauga ,  though  not  immediately  engaged  in  the  defense, 
still  rendered  efficient  service  in  the  transportation  of  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 


R.  F.  Pinkney, 

Flag ■  Officer. 


Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 
Secretary  of  the  Wavy. 


[Enclosure.! 


Battery  Buchanan,  December  29,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  reported  to  you  on  the  20th  instant  that  the  fleet  of  the  enemy 
had  arrived  off  this  place.  They  disappeared  on  the  same  day  and 
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returned  on  the  23d,  and  anchored  about  (5  miles  off  Fort  Fisher.  A 
detachment  of  29  men  under  Lieutenant  Roby  was  sent  from  this  bat¬ 
tery  to  man  the  Brooke  guns  at  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  24th,  at  12  o’clock  m.,  the  fleet  of  the  enemy  got  underway  in 
line  ahead  (the  Ironsides  leading),  and  at  1  o’clock  they  opened  Are  on 
the  fort.  There  were  forty-three  vessels  engaged,  throwing  every  kind 
of  projectiles  from  a  3-inch  bolt  to  a  XV-inch  shell.  A  most  terrific 
bombardment  continued  until  5:30  p.  m.,  when  the  enemy  withdrew. 
On  the  25th,  at  10:30,  the  fight  was  renewed  by  the  same  number  of 
vessels  and  the  tire  was  incessant  until  5:30  p.  m.,  when  the  fleet  again 
went  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns. 

At  2:30  a  number  of  boats  were  lowered  from  the  ships  of  the  fleet 
and  approached  the  battery.  I  think  they  were  dragging  for  torpedoes. 
We  opened  tire  on  them  from  one  gun,  and  at  the  fourth  discharge 
sunk  one  of  their  boats;  the  others  quickly  withdrew.  At  5:20  p.  m. 
a  message  was  received  from  Fort  Fisher  saying  the  enemy  had  landed 
and  were  advancing  on  the  fort,  and  asking  for  reinforcements.  Two- 
thirds  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  battery  were  immediately  sent  to 
the  fort,  under  Lieutenant  Arledge  and  officers  of  the  companies.  They 
double-quicked  to  the  fort  and  got  there  in  time  to  assist  in  repelling 
the  assault.  We  were  at  quarters  nearly  all  Sunday  night,  expecting 
an  attack  from  the  boats  of  the  fleet. 

On  the  26th  the  men  belonging  to  the  battery,  except  those  under 
Lieutenant  Roby,  returned  from  Fort  Fisher.  There  was  no  firing  on 
the  tort  on  the  26th  or  27th.  On  the  26th  the  forces  of  the  enemy 
reembarked,  and  on  the  night  of  the  28th  the  fleet  disappeared,  leaving 
only  the  regular  blockading  squadron  off  this  place. 

Both  of  the  guns  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Roby  burst.  I  send  his 
report. 

Passed  Midshipmen  Cary  and  Berrien  were  with  Lieutenant  Roby, 
and  I  understand  the  conduct  of  these  officers  and  the  men  with  them 
is  above  all  praise.  Out  of  the  29  men  from  this  battery,  serving  at 
Fort  Fisher,  19  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  I  regret  to  state  that 
some  have  since  died.  Lieutenants  Armstrong  and  Dornin  came  down 
as  volunteers.  They  went  to  the  forts  and  behaved  as  gallantly  as  men 
could  do.  Lieutenant  Dornin  was  painfully  wounded  by  the  explosion 
of  a  shell. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  T.  Chapman, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  R.  F.  Pinkney, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  etc. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Roby,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding'  detachment  from  Battery  Buchanan. 

Confederate  Point, 

Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  December  — ,  1864. 

Colonel:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  have  the  honor  to 
make  the  following  report  of  the  naval  battery  of  two  7-iuch  Brooke 
guns  during  the  bombardment  of  24th  and  25th  instant: 

About  12 : 40  on  the  24th  instant  the  fleet,  approaching  the  fort  in  two 
columns,  took  position  about  U  miles  distant  and  opened  a  most  terrific 
bombardment.  As  soon  as  they  came  in  good  range  of  this  battery  we 
opened  on  them.  Your  orders  in  regard  to  firing  slowly  and  delib¬ 
erately  were  strictly  observed. 
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At  sunset  the  fleet  hauled  off.  We  expended  14,bblts  and  9  percus¬ 
sion  shells. 

Passed  Midshipman  Clarence  Cary  was  slightly  wounded  and  2  men 
seriously  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  shell. 

At  about  10:30  on  the  25th  instant  the  enemy’s  fleet  came  up  in  the 
same  order  of  battle,  and  when  within  range  we  opened  as  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day. 

At  2  p.  m.  several  vessels  lowered  boats  and  sent  them  toward  the 
bar,  when  Passed  Midshipman  Berrien  was  ordered  to  open  on  them, 
and  they  were  soon  driven  back. 

At  2:30  p.  m.  gun  No.  1,  commanded  by  Midshipman  Cary,  burst  at 
the  third  discharge,  disabling  the  carriage  and  wounding  several  men. 

At  about  4  p.  m.  gun  No.  2,  commanded  by  Passed  Midshipman  Ber¬ 
rien,  burst  at  the  eighth  discharge. 

At  sunset  the  fleet  hauled  off.  We  expended  5  bolts  and  6  shells. 

Lieutenant  Dornin  and  14  men  were  wounded. 

The  distance,  and  frequently  the  smoke,  prevented  us  from  observing 
the  effect  of  our  shot  on  the  enemy.  Two  vessels  were  towed  out  of 
action  during  the  engagement. 

The  conduct  of  our  officers  and  men  throughout  is  worthy  of  all 
praise.  Passed  Midshipmen  Clarence  Cary  and  T.  M.  Berrien  are 
young  officers  of  superior  intelligence,  zeal,  and  gallantry,  and  should 
they  be  again  associated  with  you  on  duty,  I  take  pleasure  in  recom¬ 
mending  them  highly  for  any  duty  you  may  be  pleased  to  assign  them. 

Quarter  Gunner  A.  Wright  behaved  with  remarkable  coolness  and 
gallantry. 

Lieutenant  T.  L.  Dornin,  C.  S.  Navy,  was  with  us  during  the  bom¬ 
bardment  as  a  volunteer,  until  receiving  a  very  painful  wound  in  the 
foot  at  the  bursting  of  the  first  gun.  His  officer-like  bearing  was 
remarked  by  all  present. 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  every  precaution  was  taken  in  serving  the 
gun,  being  well  scraped  and  sponged  before  the  actiou  commenced,  and 
during  the  bombardment  was  sponged  three  or  four  times  before  firing. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Roby, 

First  Lieutenant,  Provisional  Navy  Confederate  States. 

Colonel  William  Lamb, 

C.  S.  Army ,  Commanding  Fort  Fisher ,  etc. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Lieutenant  Armstrong,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Surgeon  Galt,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Wilmington,  N.  C .,  December  29,  1864. 

My  Dear  Galt:  Your  welcome  letter  reached  me  a  day  or  so  ago, 
in  fact,  only  yesterday.  I  was  at  that  time  at  Battery  Buchanan,  a 
naval  work  of  four  guns,  defended  by  our  old  friend  Chapman,  whither 
I  had  gone  to  participate  in  the  defenses  of  that  battery  and  Fort  Fisher. 
The  enemy’s  fleet,  consisting  of  54  vessels,  among  them  the  Colorado , 
Ironsides,  Brooklyn,  etc.,  formed  in  line  of  battle  and  opened  tire  at  1 
o’clock  on  the  24th,  bombarding  the  fort  (Fisher)  continuously  until 
5:30,  when  they  hauled  out.  We  replied  very  slowly,  tiring  only  600 
rounds,  v  hile  it  was  estimated  the  enemy  tired  6,000.  This  day  I  was 
a  spectator  from  the  grim  heights  of  Chapman’s  battery. 

The  next  day  (Christmas)  I  went  up  and  volunteered  with  Dornin  to 
assist  Roby,  who  was  fighting  two  of  Brooke’s  7-inch  rifles.  The  gen- 
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eral  ordered  us  not  to  tire,  but  to  let  the  Yanks  do  their  best.  During 
this  day’s  bombardment  the  enemy  must  have  tired  at  least  15,000 
shells,  and  never  since  the  foundation  of  the  world  was  there  such  a 
fire.  The  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  fort,  which  consists  of  sand,  mer¬ 
lons,  etc.,  was  as  one  Xl-iuch  shell  bursting.  You  can  now  inspect  the 
whole  works  and  walk  on  nothing  but  iron.  While  this  was  going  on 
a  small  boat  was  observed  to  pull  close  inshore  as  it  sounding.  Roby 
ordered  a  shell  to  be  tired,  which  struck  very  close  to  her.^  Emboldened 
by  our  first  attempt  another  was  fired,  when  the  gun  (7-inch  Brooke) 
burst  into  a  thousand  pieces,  knocking  everybody  down,  but  fortunately 
killing  none.  Seven  men  were  wounded,  among  them  Tom  Dornin  had 
his  right  big  toe  broken,  aud  was  bruised  very  badly  in  other  parts  of 
the  body.  The  other  7-inch  Brooke  was  then  fired,  and  burst  worse 
than  the  other.  How  the  men  escaped,  God  only  knows.  I  then  went 
up  and  assisted  a  lieutenant  in  the  Army  to  fight  his  two  AUII-inch  shell 
guns,  and  that  night  was  placed  in  command  of  them  by  Colonel  Lamb. 
After  a  bombardment  of  eleven  hours  the  fleet  drew  oti,  and  under 
cover  of  night  attempted  a  landing,  but  were  repulsed  with  small  arms 
and  grape.  The  casualties  are  small,  4  killed  and  34  wounded,  of  whom 
4  will  probably  die.  The  fleet  left  yesterday,  probably  to  reorganize. 
I  received  orders  on  the  20tli  to  report  to  Tucker,  at  Charleston.  I 
requested  torpedo  service,  but  understand  I  am  second  lieutenant  of 
the  Columbia,  Evans,  captain;  Dornin  was  to  be  first. 

I  will  leave  to-morrow.  Chapman  has  a  nice  place,  and  is  lord  ot  all 
he  surveys  on  the  point.* 

The  Keefers  (M.  and  A.)  are  expected  here  daily.  I  could  not  get 
Igiivc 

Your  friend,  Armstrong. 


Extract  from  dairy  of  Midshipman  Cary,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Until  about  the  middle  of  December  nothing  occurred.  The  officers 
were  granted  leave.  The  Tallahassee  was  put  out  of  commission  about 
the  15th  of  December,  and  loaded  with  cotton.  The  command  was  given 
to  Captain  Wilkinson,  Captaiu  Ward  taking  command  ot  the  Chicka- 
mauqa.  I  expected  to  go  out  in  the  Chameleon, \  as  she  is  now  called, 
but  1  slipped  up  in  my  expectations.  Heard  of  the  grand  Yankee  fleet 

at  Beaufort,  X.  C.  ,  , 

December  20  1864. — Heard  that  the  Yankee  expedition  had  appeared 
off  the  bar.  Great  excitement  prevailed  in  Wilmington.  An  order 
came  from  the  commodore  to  send  all  the  available  men  and  officers  down 
to  Battery  Buchanan  (navy  battery)  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Chapman,  C.  S.  Xavy.  Lieutenant  Koby  took  charge  of  the  party, 
24  men  in  all,  and  I  and  Passed  Midshipman  Berrien  also  went  We 
proceeded  down  in  the  C.  S.  S.  Yadkin,  and  reached  Battery  Buchanan 
about  4  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Koby  reported  and  found  that  we  were  to  go 
to  Fort  Fisher  to  fight  two  7-inch  Brooke  guns.  Stayed  at  Buchanan 

^December  21.— Marched  the  men  up  to  Fort  Fisher,  which  was  a  mile 
and  a  half  distant.  We  reported  to  Colonel  Lamb.  Our  men  were 
given  an  old  shanty  for  quarters,  while  we  were  quartered  and  messed 
with  some  very  pleasant  officers.  They  were  Captain  Faison,  Captain 
Blocker,  and  Chaplain  McKinnon.  *  *  *  The  Yankee  fleet  is  well 


*  Personal  matter  omitted. 


t  Formerly  the  C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee. 
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oft'  to-day  on  account  of  the  weather.  The  monitors  have  not  yet  left 
Beaufort.  It  is  blowing  a  strong  gale  from  the  Southward  and  east¬ 
ward,  and  there  is  a  tolerably  heavy  sea  on  outside.  In  the  fort  the 
sand  blows  in  every  direction. 

December  22. — The  weather  is  better  to-day,  but  intensely  cold.  Sta¬ 
tioned  and  exercised  my  crew  at  the  gun.  The  gun  is  a  7-inch  Brooke 
rifle  (navy  pattern),  mounted  on  an  army  Columbiad  carriage  5  it 
requires  8  men  to  work  it. 

December  24. — Movements  of  the  fleet  plainly  visible,  as  they  are 
close  in.  The  long  roll  beat  about  1  p.  m.  and  we  went  to  quarters  and 
were  soon  all  ready  for  action.  The  frigate  (ironclad)  New  Ironsides 
and  three  monitors,  viz,  the  Mahopac,  the  Monadnock ,  double-turreted, 
and  one  siugle-turreted,  led  the  way,  the  frigates  coming  next,  and 
then  the  sloops  and  gunboats  last.  They  came  up  two  abreast  until 
opposite  the  forts,  when  the  outer  line  came  on  around  the  sea  face 
and  took  their  positions.  The  following  diagram  shows  the  positions 


of  the  fleet.  The  enemy  would  have  to  cross  the  bar  and  rip  where  I 
have  marked  them  down.  Fort  Fisher  had  about  50  guns  and  the  fleet 
brought  into  action  580  guns,  ranging  from  XV-incli  and  100-pounder 
Parrotts  down.  At  1:20  p.  m.  the  Yankees  fired  the  first  gun,  and 
then  the  action  commenced  in  earnest.  It  is  estimated  that  the  enemy 
threw  on  an  average  100  shells  a  minute.  The  fort  replied  slowly,  as 
the  tiring  was  too  hot  to  keep  the  men  at  their  guns.  The  quarters  in 
the  fort  were  soon  in  flames,  and  the  flag  was  soon  shot  away.  The 
noise  of  the  guns  and  the  bursting  shell  was  deafening.  Our  sailors 
behaved  with  great  coolness,  and  as  we  had  no  relief  crews,  they  had 
tiresome  work.  Toward  the  last  of  the  action  one  of  the  men  (P.  A. 
Foster)  was  mortally  wounded  in  right  shoulder  by  a  piece  of  shell, 
which  also  hit  me,  very  slightly  wounding  my  left  knee.  One  of  Ber¬ 
rien’s  crew  had  his  right  leg  shot  off.  Lieutenant  Dornin,  C.  S.  Navy, 
who  came  up  as  a  volunteer,  took  charge  of  the  gun  when  I  went  to  the 
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hospital.  I  fired  mostly  at  the  U.  S.  frigate  Susquehanna,  and  think  I 
struck  her  in  the  fore-chains  on  the  starboard  side.  About  5  p.  m.  the 
iire^slackened  and  the  fleet  hauled  off',  it  being  too  dark  for  fighting. 

December  25.— As  soon  as  possible  we  went  to  our  guns  and  piled 
sand  bags  to  protect  our  battery,  which  was  in  an  unfinished  state. 
The  \  ankees  did  not  give  us  much  time,  however,  as  the  line  came  up 
and  opened  at  about  9  a.  in.,  as  heavy  as  the  day  before.  Just  before 
the  action  Berrien  and  myself  fired  our  guns  and  then  carefully  swabbed 
them  out  with  wet  sponges  and  then  gave  them  a  careful  scraping. 
The  fleet  took  very  much  the  same  positions  as  before,  except  that 
they  went  a  little  tarthei'  around  toward  Battei’y  Buchanan.  During 
the  hottest  part  of  the  action  the  Yankees  lowered  their  small  boats 
and  came  in  to  sound  the  bar  and  also  drag  for  torpedoes.  I  was  firing 
!1>y  guu  at  these  boats  when  it  burst  in  many  pieces,  knocking  down 
all  of  us  who  were  around  it,  and  wounding  Lieutenant  Dornin  and  five 
or  six  men.  The  bands  separated  and  flew  in  every  direction.  It  is 
truly  wonderful  that  any  of  us  escaped  from  the  gun  pit  alive.  There 
were,  however,  but  two  or  three  men  wounded  seriously.  Soon  after 
that  Berrien’s  gun  (also  a  Brooke)  burst  in  the  same  way,  and  with 
much  the  same  effect  as  to  the  men  around  it.  I  left  the  gun  and  went 
to  headquarters,  where  I  carried  a  few  dispatches  for  General  Whiting 
and  Colonel  Lamb,  but  I  was  mostly  employed  in  getting  the  militiamen 
out  of  the  bombproofs,  where  they  were  huddled  together  like  so  many 
sheep.  *  *  *  The  above-mentioned  portion  of  troops  behaved  in  the 
most  disgraceful  mannei\  After  a  while  Colonel  Tansill,  of  General  W.’s 
staff,  by  much  thi’eatening  and  persuasion,  got  the  men  to  man  the  pali¬ 
sades.  The  enemy  about  that  time  threw  out  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers, 
who  advanced  nearly  up  to  the  land  face  of  the  fort.  They  were  soon 
opened  upon  with  grape  and  canister  from  the  heavy  guns,  which 
caused  them  to  retreat  faster  than  they  came.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
eight  shots  with  a  rifle  at  a  Yankee  in  a  rifle  pit,  but  do  not  thiuk  I  hit 
him,  as  he  was  some  distance  off  and  it  was  growing  dark.  We  were 
well  tired  out  when  the  fight  ceased,  but  of  course  great  vigilance  had 
to  be,  and  was,  kept  up  during  the  night.  To  add  to  the  disagreeable 
duties  of  the  night,  it  rained  in  torrents,  also  blew  quite  hard.  There 
was  one  false  alarm  during  the  night,*  nothing  more  occurred. 

December  26. — The  sea  being  quite  rough  was,  I  suppose,  the  reason 
that  the  Yankees  did  not  come  up  this  day.  We  could  see  from  the 
parapet,  with  a  glass,  the  Yankees  embarking  from  the  beach  in  their 
small  boats.  I  watched  the  heavily  laden  transports  go  off  to  sea  and 
theu,  with  great  pleasure,  a  portion  of  the  fleet  sail.  Everybody  in  the 
fort  busily  engaged  to-day  in  repairing  damage  done  to  the  woi’ks. 
Some  few  of  the  guns  were  disabled,  but  the  fort  is  still  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  The  casualties  in  the  garrison  yesterday  amounted  to  about  70 
killed  and  wounded.  The  inside  of  the  fort  is  covered  with  pieces  and 
whole  shell. 

December  27. — Staid  at  Fisher  until  evening,  when  we  were  ordered 
back  to  Battery  Buchanan.  On  our  arrival  there  with  our  small  squad, 
all  that  were  left  of  24  used-up  men,  Captain  Chapman  turned  out  the 
garrison  and  gave  three  cheers  for  Lieutenant  Boby’s  men,  which  were 
answered  by  us. 

December  28. — I  went  on  board  the  ship,  being  ordered  back. 

*  *  #  #  #  #  # 

About  tlie  15th  of  January  the  Yankees  took  Fort  Fisher,  after  three 
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days’  lighting,  capturing  all  the  garrison.  Captaift  Chapman  evacu¬ 
ated  Battery  Buchanan  with  nearly  all  his  men.  Our  men,  as  a  general 
thing,  behaved  well.  The  company  of  marines  fought  splendidly. 
General  Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb  were  both  badly  wounded. 

About  the  2d  of  February  I  was  granted  leave  to  come  to  Richmond, 
and  on  the  15tli  I  was  ordered  to  the  Confederate  States  ordnance 
works  to  report  to  Commander  J.  M.  Brooke,  and  was  put  on  duty  at 
Confederate  States  naval  laboratory.  General  Whiting  died,  a  prisoner, 
at  Governor’s  Island,  N.  Y.,  on  the  10th  of  March.  The  Chickamauga 
was  sunk  at  Indian  Wells,  on  the  Cape  Fear  River,  after  the  evacua¬ 
tion  of  Wilmington.  The  Tallahassee  was  at  Bermuda  at  last  accounts. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Keyser ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Eolus , 
regarding  the  chase  of  a  blockade  runner. 

U.  S.  S.  Eolus, 

Off  Western  Bar,  N.  G.,  December  25,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  1  a.  m.  of  this  date  two  block¬ 
ade  runners  crossed  the  bar,  bound  out.  I  started  in  pursuit  of  one 
and  kept  her  in  sight  by  the  blaze  from  her  smokestacks  until  3 : 30  a.  in., 
and  then  lost  lieu  The  night  was  very  dark.  I  continued  my  course 
(S.  by  E.)  until  daylight  (7  a.  in.). 

Having  no  vessels  in  sight  I  returned  to  the  bar,  where  I  arrived  at 
2:  30  p.  in.;  distance  run  oft'  was  85  miles.  Returning  1  examined  the 
coast  from  Shallotte  Inlet  to  the  bar  for  inward-bound  vessels  without 
success. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  Keyser, 

Acting  Master,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Clisson,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  the  care  of  the  monitor 
Mahopac. 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  25,1864. 
Sir  :  In  case  it  comes  on  to  blow  from  the  1ST.  E.,  you  will  take  care  of 
the  monitor  Mahopac  and  look  out  for  her,  and  proceed  with  her  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  N.  C.  Lookout  for  signals  from  me,  and  when  you  see  them  carry 
out  the  above  order.  If  circumstances  do  not  permit  me  to  make  sig¬ 
nals,  and  it  comes  on  to  blow,  take  care  of  the  monitor  anyhow. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

(Similar  order  of  same  date  to  Captain  Pickering,  commanding  U.  S.  S. 
Vanderbilt,  to  take  care  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Canonicus ;  Captain  Sands,  com¬ 
manding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson ,  to  care  for  the  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock ;  Com¬ 
mander  Spicer,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  to  care  for  the  IT.  S.  S. 
Saugus.) 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Sands ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson,  to  to  w  the  monitor  Mahopac  to  Beau¬ 
fort,  N.  C. 


December,  26,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Mahopac  in  tow  to  Beaufort,  see  her 
safe  in  the  harbor,  bury  your  dead,  aud  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  with 
the  wounded,  turn  them  over,  and  return  here  without  delay. 
Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Captain  Benjamin  F.  Sands, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.Navy,  to  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  coal  and  provisions. 

Off  Wilmington,  December  26, 1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  deliver  your  prisoners  to 
the  provost-marshal  at  Fortress  Monroe,  coal  and  provision  your  ship, 
and  return  to  me  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina, 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  27, 1864. 

The  explosion  of  the  gunboat,  spoken  of  by  Richmond  papers,  would 
seem  to  indicate  operations  commenced.  The  date  of  that  explosion  is 
not  given.  Parties  from  Roanoke  Island  say  they  have  had  the  strong¬ 
est  gales  ever  known.  Can  you  be  at  Fortress  Monroe  or  Norfolk 
Thursday  forenoon  without  inconvenience? 

G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Ya. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  information 

received  from  deserters. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken’s  Landing,  James  River ,  December  27, 1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  some  information  obtained 
from  live  rebel  deserters  from  the  ironclad  Virginia  in  James  River. 

They  were  sent  on  board  this  vessel  for  examination  by  Brigadier- 
General  and  Chief  of  Staff  John  W.  Turner,  after  which  they  were 
returned  to  headquarters  of  the  Army  of  the  James  by  his  request. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Blockade  off  North  Carolina, 
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Information  obtained  from  rebel  deserters. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga,  December  27,  1864. 

Wood  and  Nelson:  At  Drewry’s  Bluff  there  are  15  guns,  consist¬ 
ing  of  2  long  32-pounders,  commanding  the  bank  above  the  battery; 
two  8-inch  smoothbore,  bearing  on  the  river;  all  the  others,  X-inch 
smoothbore, bear  down  the  river  but  oue;  down  by  the  blockade  there 
is  a  X-inch  eolumbiad  bearing  on  obstructions.  The  obstructions  con¬ 
sist  of  pens  filled  in  with  rocks  about  300  yards  below  the  bluff.  The 
channel  through  the  obstructions  is  about  15  yards  from  north  bank. 
There  is  about  31  fathoms  of  water  in  channel;  about  4  feet  fall  to  tide. 
The  battery  is  manned  by  two  companies  of  artillery  and  some  marines 
(do  not  know  how  many),  commanded  by  Colonel  Terrett. 

Knight  and  Whitlock:  At  Chaffin’s  Bluff  there  are  about  thirteen 
guns — don’t  know  the  caliber — all  bearing  on  river;  can  train  them  all 
down  river.  TVheu  Union  gunboats  engaged  the  batteries  they  did 
very  little  damage.  Heard  a  rumor  in  Richmond  that  there  was  an 
expedition  fitting  out  to  capture  Fortress  Monroe.  Chaftin’s  Blunt  is 
manned  by  three  companies  of  artillery.  Major-General  Pickett  com¬ 
mands  the  line  of  works  extending  from  the  Appomattox  River  to  the 
James  River.  The  Union  guuboats  do  no  damage  to  works  on  the  left 
of  Howlett’s.  There  are  several  batteries  on  the  left  of  Howlett’s,  the 
first  of  which  is  called  Chester  Battery,  has  2  X-inch  columbiads, 
smoothbore.  About  one-fourth  mile  to  left  of  that  is  another  one 
called  Battery  Wood,  having  2  X-inch  smoothbores  and  one  8-inch 
Brooke  rifie,  2  X-iuch  mortars,  and  two  small  mortars.  To  left  of 
that  is  another  called  Battery  Semmes,  some  guns,  but  don’t  kuow  how 
many. 

Walt, tng  and  Bowers  :  Don’t  know  how  many  guns  at  Chaffin’s. 
Saw  a  large  number  of  small  fieldpieees  and  small  mortars.  Union 
guuboats  do  very  little  damage  to  Pickett’s  line  between  Howlett’s  and 
James  River.  Fort  Brady  killed  1  and  wounded  several  men  in  Bat¬ 
tery  Semmes.  In  Battery  Semmes  there  are  several  guns,  two  of  which 
are  X-inch  smoothbores.  *  There  are  a  large  number  of  mortars  along 
the  line  of  works  between  Howlett’s  and  James  River. 

William  Carter,  Bristol,  England,  age  26;  two  months  in  Navy; 
came  from  Nassau,  [New  Providence],  to  Charleston  in  blockade  runner 
Rock  Light ,  screw,  about  800  tons;  shipped  voluntarily  in  rebel  Navy; 
served  in  Patrick  Henry ,  four  guns,  smoothbore,  old  navy  pattern. 

Virginia ,  ram,  1  gun,  8-inch  rifie,  forward;  2  guns  midship,  7-inch 
rifle;  1  gun,  Xl-inch  smoothbore,  aft.  Sends  2  screw  torpedo  launches 
every  night,  no  guns,  and  about  one  officer  and  six  or  eight  men. 
Comes  down  as  far  as  Bishop’s.  Deserted  because  of  general  dissatis¬ 
faction.  Captain  Dunnington  commands  Virginia.  Has  a  crew  of 
about  150  men  and  not  many  seamen;  very  many  deserted.  River 
planted  with  torpedoes  opposite  Signal  Hill,  and  just  below  Bishop’s, 
both  percussion  and  electric  wire.  Putting  a  blockade  down  opposite 
a  house  just  above  the  graveyard;  consists  of  large  lighters  loaded 
with  stone.  No  opening  to  be  in  it  for  passing  vessels. 

Rams  well  protected  with  logs  around  them  and  large  torpedo  spars 
and  netting  on  them.  A  good  lookout  kept  on  them.  Don’t  think  that 
the  torpedo  boats  or  rams  ever  intend  coming  down. 

Raft  just  below  the  rams  clear  across,  and  so  fixed  that  both  ends 
will  open.  Great  care  taken  [as  to  movements  near]  to  torpedo  oppo¬ 
site,  so  that  even  their  own  picket  boat  can’t  pass. 
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Virginia  lias  good  machinery  and  can  go  10  knots.  Her  officers  are 
continually  changing,  and  general  dissatisfaction  among  the  crew. 
Three  men  from  Onondaga  deserted  to  rebel  ram  Virginia  last  summer. 

.Not  over  300  marines  at  Fort  Darling  under  Major  [Colonel]  Terrett. 
Picket  boats  are  filled  with  torpedo  arrangements.  Torpedo  crews 
state  the  river  has  percussion  torpedoes  all  across  at  Semmes,  and  very 
large,  especially  those  connected  with  telegraph  wire.  Battery  Semmes 
contains  3  X-incli  columbiads  and  two  7-inch  rifles. 

Battery  Brooke,  opposite  graveyard,  contains  2  columbiads  of  X-inch 
and  one  8-inch  rifle. 

Water  batteries  on  the  south  side  below  Chaffin’s,  with  X-inch  guns 
and  mortars.  A  1-gun  battery  also  close  to  it  with  X-inch  srnooth- 
|  bore].  A  new  2-gun  battery  also  building  near  there.  Seems  positive 
that  they  will  never  comedown,  relying  altogether  on  the  batteries  and 
torpedoes  to  securely  defend  the  river.  Knows  nothing  beyond  rumor 
of  any  torpedo  expedition  fitting  out  by  the  Xavy.  Pickets  placed  on 
the  bank  every  night  to  look  out  for  torpedo  boats  from  our  fleet. 

William  White,  Old  Point  Comfort  born,  age  30.  Three  years  in 
rebel  service.  Entered  Army  in  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment  and  was 
transferred  to  Navy  in  April  last.  Served  on  Virginia ;  armament  4 
guns;  forward,  1  rifle,  8-inch;  1  Xl-inch  smooth,  aft;  broadside,  2  rifles, 
7-iuch.  Has  2  torpedo  picket  boats,  no  guns,  and  a  crew  of  one  officer 
and  about  six  men.  Came  down  to  Bishop’s.  Deserted  because  he 
thought  he  was  on  the  wrong  side  and  has  long  looked  for  a  chance  to 
desert.  General  dissatisfaction  among  the  crew  of  about  160  men,  or 
170,  officers  and  all,  and  about  30  seamen  only.  Captain  Dunnington 
commands.  Has  had  many  desertions  from  her.  Large  number  of 
torpedoes  between  Bishop’s  and  Dutch  Gap.  Some  very  large  iron 
ones  go  with  telegraphic  wire,  and  a  large  number  of  small  percussions. 
Thinks  the  officers  imagine  the  river  impassable  on  account  of  torpe¬ 
does,  and  that  the  rebels  themselves  couldn’t  get  down  on  that  account. 
Rams  are  protected  with  outriggers,  with  net  and  logs  around  the  ship, 
and  a  large  foreyard  across  the  bow  with  nets  and  weights,  and  a  very 
bright  lookout  kept  on  the  rams.  For  several  nights  large  scows  have 
been  towed  down,  filled  with  stone,  and  one  schooner  not  yet  sunk.  The 
vessels  are  to  be  sunk  on  the  bar  just  opposite  or  a  little  above  the  Grave¬ 
yard.  Torpodoes  very  thick  below  this  point.  A  large  boom  across 
the  river  between  this  and  the  rams,  and  open  on  ends  for  boats  to  come 
through.  But  few  soldiers  in  Fort  Darling,  but  many  large  guns. 
Has  heard  about  an  expedition  of  torpedo  boats  similar  to  the  “David,” 
but  does  not  know  its  destination.  The  picket  boats  are  fitted  with 
torpedo  booms.  Pickets  placed  on  the  banks  on  the  lookout  for  our 
torpedo  boats. 

George  Brent,  landsman,  39,  Old  Point,  Va. ;  3  years  in  Confederate 
service;  in  Navy  since  April,  1863.  Formerly  in  Longstreet’s  corps. 

Virginia ,  flagship,  one  8-inch  rifle  forward,  pivot.  Two  7-inch  rifles, 
broadside.  Xl-inch  smooth-bore.  8-inch  armor  forward.  6-inch  armor 
on  sides.  18-inch  pine  wood.  Does  not  know  draft;  knows  she  steers 
well.  Could  load  and  fire  with  old  crew  in  three  minutes.  The  crew 
now  on  board  are  conscripts.  The  complement  is  175  men,  and  there 
are  150  now  on  board.  Between  Bishop’s  and  Signal  Hill  are  large 
torpedoes,  1,200  and  1,500  pounds  powder.  Some  are  percussion  and 
some  galvanic.  Have  been  down  about  two  weeks.  Men  at  work  now 
putting  more  down.  Hunter  Davidson’s  torpedo  boat  has  been  sent  to 
Wilmington,  [N.  C.].  Two  others  like  it  are  about  being  sent  away. 
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Obstructions  sunk  on  account  of  ironclad  reported  with  18-mches 
iron.  The  obstructions  consist  of  sloops  and  schooners  sunk  on  Kings¬ 
ley’s  [Kingsland]  Bar,  end  to  end.  The  ironclads  lie  about  250  yards 

The  Fredericksburg  steams  about  6  knots.  The  Richmond  is  the  same 
speed  as  the  Virginia.  The  Virginia  is  the  tartliest  down  the  liver. 
Picket  boats  do  not  come  down  below  obstructions  on  Kingsley  s 
i  Kingsland  Bar.  Small  boats  do  not  come  down.  The  vessels  are 
protected  by  outriggers  and  booms,  with  grates  slung  with  heavy 
weights  reaching  G  feet  below  the  surface;  the  entire  arrangement  car¬ 
ried  along  when  the  ship  gets  underway.  There  are  6  lookouts  on  each 
vessel  and  two  small  howitzers  on  each.  The  conscripts  are  not  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  very  good  fighting  men,  as  the  balance  of  the  crew  kick 
them  around,  the  large  guns  could  not  be  depressed  sufficiently  to 
strike  the  deck  of  the  Onondaga  if  close  alongside.  There  are  two  how¬ 
itzers  on  top.  There  are  25-pound  torpedoes  on  all  the  boats,  with  pole 
25  feet  long;  explode  while  in  contact.  There  are  torpedoes  in  the 
reach  above  Signal  Hill,  below  Graveyard. 

George  Henry  Dunnett,  born  in  London;  .26  years  old;  3  years 
in  Confederate  service.  Deserted  from  Virginia  afternoon  of  25th 
December;  got  liberty,  came  down  river,  crossed  the  river  on  a  log, 
got  a  small  boat,  and  went  over  and  brought  the  rest  of  the  party  (4) 
and  came  into  the  Union  lines.  Bams  are  a  little  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff. 
They  are  sinking  obstructions  just  below  them  ou  Kingsinau  [Kingsland] 
Bar.  Don’t  intend  to  leave  any  passage.  Was  quartermaster.  The 
blockade  is  to  be  of  sunken  vessels  formerly  used  for  a  bridge;  five  or 
six  are  now  sunk,  and  a  steamer  brings  one  down  every  night.  Virginia , 
Captain  Dunnington,  who  is  also  executive  officer.  Commodore  Mitchell 
is  also  on  board;  Lieutenants  J.  D.  Wilson,  [W.  P.]  Mason,  and  [Daniel] 
Trigg  and  6  midshipmen.  Crew  very  much  dissatisfied;  mostly  con¬ 
scripts.  A  boom  across  the  river  to  stop  floating  torpedoes.  At 
Bishop’s  27  torpedoes,  different  sizes,  some  of  them  1,200  pounds. 
Guns  run  out  at  nights.  Can  not  get  into  ports.  Two  sentries  for¬ 
ward,  2  aft,  and  2  by  the  smokestack.  All  the  rest  of  the  watch 
inside  casemate.  Armament,  Xl-inch  pivot  aft,  8-inch  pivot  rifle 
forward,  2  7-inch  rifles  broadside,  1  howitzer  forward  and  one  aft, 
12-pounder.  Have  just  finished  two  launches  about  25  feet  long, 
steam,  rigged  with  torpedo  poles  on  the  stem.  They  are  used  for 
picket  duty  now.  Also  three  tugs.  Xo  rowboats  out  since  the  launches 
were  finished.  Tugs  are  the  Beaufort ,  Hampton ,  Nansemond ,  and 
Roanoke.  One  lays  by  each  night.  Steam  launches  are  the  Scorpion 
and  Hornet.  They  are  fitting  out  au  expedition  for  the  torpedo  boats 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Read.  Thinks  they  are  to  be  taken 
overland ;  thinks  it  possible  they  intend  to  go  to  Point  Lookout,  as  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Read  was  a  prisoner  there,  and  has  heard  some  of  those  who 
are  going  say  it  was  possible  to  take  a  boat  there  and  blow  up  the 
ironclad.  This  is  only  his  surmise.  Does  not  think  they  intend  to 
come  down  river.  The  boats  do  not  carry  a  howitzer.  They  are  the 
same  as  Hunter  Davidson  tried  on  the  Minnesota  last  spring.  There 
is  a  good  lookout  kept  on  the  vessels ;  very  much  afraid  of  torpedoes. 
Pickets  all  along  the  bank,  and  a  great  many  torpedoes  down  and 
are  planting  more  all  the  time.  Should  think  it  impossible  for 
a  boat  to  go  up  without  being  discovered.  Rams  change  officers  and 
men  often.  Crew  very  much  dissatisfied;  usage  very  bad.  Crews  will 
not  fight  well  and  not  to  be  depended  on;  mostly  conscripts.  Shots 
from  Fort  Brady  did  not  do  any  harm  to  any  of  the  rams;  only  show 
dents  in  the  armor. 
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Fredericksburg ,  ram.  X-inck  smoothbore  aft,  7-inch  rifle  forward. 
6.  4-inch  rifle  each  side.  Draws  13  feet,  100  men,  commanded  by  Cap¬ 
tain  Rootes. 

Richmond ,  ram.  7-inch  Brooke  rifle  forward,  6.  4-inch  rifle  aft  and  2 
in  broadside;  draws  134  feet. 

Virginia  has  150  men;  draws  14  feet;  spars  around  the  rams,  with 
booms  about  20  feet  from  the  side,  and  gratings  hanging  from  them 
about  6  feet  below  the  surface.  Well  protected  and  carefully  watched 
of  late. 

Thomas  Longmain,  born  in  England;  22  years  old;  twelve  months 
in  Confederate  service  as  a  seaman;  came  to  Wilmington,  [X.  0.],  in  a 
blockade  runner;  has  been  all  the  time  on  the  Virginia.  Two  torpedo 
boats  fitting  out  to  go  somewhere  overland;  kept  very  secret;  the  best 
and  most  reliable  men  picked  to  go.  Putting  lighters  filled  with  stones 
below  the  rams;  intend  to  put  them  across  the  river,  so  there  will  not 
be  any  passage;  the  channel  filled  now.  Much  afraid  of  torpedoes 
from  Union  fleet.  Heard  there  were  fifty  torpedo  boats  in  the  river. 
Are  putting  a  great  many  torpedoes  down  of  various  sizes.  Pickets 
all  along  the  river  at  night,  looking  out  for  torpedo  boats. 

Armament  and  draft  of  water  of  rams  same  as  the  previous  man 
examined.  Speaks  of  severe  usage  and  inefficiency  of  crew.  Says 
officers  do  not  depend  on  the  crews.  Nearly  all  the  petty  officers  are 
foreigners.  Crew  mostly  North  Carolina  conscripts.  Officers  nearly 
all  the  time  on  board. 

Virginia  leaky,  and  quarters  very  cold  and  uncomfortable. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  Z7.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Watmough ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Kansas,  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort. 

Off  New  Inlet,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Beaufort,  X.  C.,  and  scale  your  boilers,  turning  over 
the  command  of  this  bar  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Weaver,  of  the 
Chippewa.  Return  here  after  performing  the  above  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Baker ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Vicksburg ,  to  proceed  to  the 
blockade  of  Western  Bar. 

Xorth  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Lnlet,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  at  once  with  the  Vicksburg  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  the  Western  Bar  entrance  to  Cape  Fear  River  and  help  to 
enforce  the  blockade  of  that  inlet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral . 

Lieutenant-Commander  E.  H.  Baker, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Vicksburg. 


384  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

* 

Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Nary,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Faucon ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  off  New  inlet. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern ,  off  New  Inlet ,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir  :  Proceed  with  the  Montgomery  under  your  command  and  report 
to  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Chip¬ 
pewa,  for  duty  on  the  blockade  of  the  New  Inlet  entrance  to  Cape  hear 
River. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  E.  H.  Faucon, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Montgomery. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Cushing,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  transferring  him  from  command  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Malvern  to  com¬ 
mand  of  the  TJ.  8.  S.  Monticello. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  December  27,  1864. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Malvern ,  and  will 
proceed  immediately  to  take  command  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Malvern. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Pickering,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
the  unseaworthy  condition  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Fort  Donelson. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson, 
Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  27,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  on  Sunday,  December  25, 1864,  about  sun¬ 
down,  being  in  latitude  33°  15'  and  longitude  77°  25',  we  encountered  a 
very  severe  gale  from  S.  E.  to  S.  S.  E.,  which  continued  with  una¬ 
bated  fury  through  the  night.  The  sea  being  very  heavy,  large  quan¬ 
tities  coming  on  board,  and  the  ship  apparently  settling,  I  ordered 
her  spar  deck  to  be  cleared  of  all  weight;  threw  overboard  one  battery 
and  cut  away  starboard  anchor,  which  I  think  alone  saved  the  ship,  as 
she  appeared  to  be  relieved.  The  ship  is  totally  unseaworthy  during 
the  winter,  when  heavy  weather  may  be  expected,  and  I  fear  will  be 
lost  with  all  hands  during  some  gale,  as  she  is  very  much  strained 
from  effects  of  the  last. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  Pickering, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear  Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  of  the  destruction  of  a  block¬ 
ade  runner  on  Western  Bar ,  December  27,  1864. 

North  Atl antic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern ,  December  20,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  destruction  of  a  blockade-running 
steamer  on  the  Western  Bar  by  the  guns  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Monticello, 
Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing,  on  the  27th  instant. 

The  vessel  was  a  total  loss;  name  of  the  steamer  unknown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


Abstract  log  of  the  V.  S.  S.  Monticello. 

December  27,  1864. — Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  reported  on  board  to 
take  command.  At  4:30  p.  m.  stood  inshore  in  company  with  the 
Bolus  to  shell  blockade  runners  ashore.  At  0  p.  m.  hauled  off;  was 
struck  once  below  the  water  line,  port  quarter,  with  shot  from  Whit¬ 
worth  gun. 

December  28. — Off  Western  Bar,  N.  C. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Bolus,  Acting  Master  Edward  Keyser ,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding . 

December  27,  1864. — At  daylight  made  a  schooner  offshore  and  two 
blockade  runners;  one  of  them  ashore  near  the  wreck  of  the  McCaw 
and  another  on  the  bar  under  Fort  Caswell.  Slipped  and  stood  within 
a  mile  of  the  beach  and  turned  back  and  spoke  the  schooner  Alice  B. 
Bandel,  from  Hilton  Head  for  New  York,  and  ordered  her  to  stand 
offshore  and  warned  her  of  danger.  From  8  to  meridian  stood  to  the 
edge  of  Frying  Pan  Shoals  and  made  the  fleet,  at  New  Inlet;  fired  a 
gun  to  attract  notice  and  hoisted  signals,  boat  code.  Observed  two 
steamers  leave  the  fleet  and  steer  for  the  end  of  the  shoal.  Steamed 
for  the  buoy.  At  1 : 15  picked  up  and  slipped  chain  and  lay  at  anchor, 
with  40  fathoms.  At  2:25  p.  m.  senior  officer  made  signal;  weighed 
anchor  and  cruised  offshore  in  obedience  to  orders.  At  3:30  stood  out 
to  sea;  several  shots  tired  at  us  from  Smith’s  Island  and  the  mainland 
through  the  watch.  At  4  steamed  inshore  and  spoke  the  Monticello; 
received  order  to  lie  still.  Monticello  made  signal.  Beat  to  quarters 
and  cleared  ship  for  action;  followed  the  Monticello  inshore  toward  the 
stranded  steamer  and  at  the  distance  of  14  miles  commenced  firing 
at  her. 

Fired  shells  from  30-pounder  rifle  and  from  howitzers.  Rapid  firing 
from  shore  batteries.  One  shot  (a  Whitworth  bolt)  passed  through  the 
paymaster’s  office  and  cut  off'  the  rim  and  one  of  the  arms  of  the  star¬ 
board  wheel  At  6:10  ceased  firing  and  stood  off'.  At  6:40  started 
for  New  Inlet. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  If.  8.  Wavy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  L.  S.  S.  Keystone  8tate. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  witli  the  Keystone  State  under  your  command 

to  cruise  oh'  the  Eastern  Bar. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  D 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  If.  8.  8.  Keystone  State. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  If.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Williams,  If.  S.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  8.  Emma,  to  proceed 
to  blockade  duty  off  New  Inlet. 


Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir-  You  will  proceed  with  the  Emma  under  your  command  to  do 
duty  as  a  blockader  near  the  bar  at  the  New  Inlet  entrance  to  Cape 
Fear  River  until  further  orders. 


Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Williams, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Emma. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Dennison ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  If.  S.  8.  Cherokee,  to  proceed 
to  cruising  duty. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Cherokee  under  your  command  to 
cruise  in  a  S.  S.  W.  direction  from  the  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River, 
to  a  distance  of  about  120  miles. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Dennison, 

Commanding  If.  S.  8.  Cherokee. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Ensign  James 
Brown,  If.  8.  Navy,  commanding  If.  8.  8.  Moccasin,  to  proceed  to  duty 
as  a  blockader. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28, 1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  Moccasin  under  your  command  to  the  Western 
Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  duty  as 
a  blockader  near  the  bar. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer,  U.  S.  S.  Moccasin. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Temple ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pontoosuc,  to  cruise  off  New 
Inlet. 

Off  New  Inlet.  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Pontoosuc  under  your  command  to 
cruise  off  New  Inlet,  at  the  distance  of  about  10  miles  to  the  southeast¬ 
ward  of  the  inlet. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  Or.  Temple, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pontoosuc. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Spotts ,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Pawtuxet. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Pawtuxet  under  your  command  to 
cruise  offshore  at  and  about  the  distance  of  7  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Pawtuxet. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Braine,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Pequot. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  the  Pequot  under  your  command  to  cruise 
off  the  New  Inlet  entrance  at  the  distance  of  about  8  miles. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Pequot. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  regarding  the  suppression  of  illegal  traffic. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  New  Lnlet,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Commander  Harrell’s  two  reports  of  December 
7,  1864,  of  operations  at  Pitch  Landing  and  in  that  region. 

'  You  will  arrest  all  persons  against  whom  there  is  any  proof  of  illicit 
traffic  with  the  rebels.  That  trade  must  be  stopped. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

7 Tear- Admiral. 

Commander  VYr.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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[Telegram.]  v 

Navy  Department,  December  29,  1864. 

I  waited  for  Porter’s  dispatches.  Mr.  Blair  will  explain.  He  reached 
Fort  Monroe  at  G  p.  in.,  having'  left  yesterday  at  H  p.  m.  Mr.  VV  elles 
has  sent  you  a  telegram  in  cipher  which  could  not  be  sent  until  dis 
patches  arrived.  Porter  will  continue  his  tire,  but  it  is  hopeless  alone. 
1  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point ,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  December  29,  1864 — 1:30  p.  m. 

(Beceived  2:15  p.  m.) 

I  return  to  Gity  Point  immediately,  having  learned  that  you  have  not 
vet  left  Washington. 

J  U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Breese,  U.  S.  Navy  to  communicate  with  Genera  Sherman  at  Savan¬ 
nah,  Ga. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  29, 1864. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  in  the  steamer  A.  D.  Vance  to  Savannah  and 
communicate  with  Major-General  Sherman.  Deliver  to  him  the  accom¬ 
panying  letter  and  inform  him  of  all  the  operations  that  have  trans¬ 
pired  in  this  squadron. 

Give  him  my  views  as  you  know  them,  and  return  here  without  delay 
after  completing  this  duty. 

Bespectfully,  etc.,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  K.  B.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

At  Sea,  off  Coast  of  North  Carolina,  December  29,  1864. 

My  Dear  General:  I  send  Captain  Breese  to  communicate  with 
you  and  tell  you  about  matters  and  things  in  this  quarter.  1  congrat¬ 
ulate  you  on  your  success,  which  I  knew  was  sure  when  you  started. 
I  told  the  world  you  would  be  off  Savannah  on  the  10th,  and  you  were 
not  far  off  on  that  day.  I  feel  certain  that  you  are  in  Savannah  to-day, 
or  will  be  there  in  a  week.  When  you  have  captured  that  place  I 
invite  you  to  add  to  your  brow  the  laurels  thrown  away  by  General 
Butler  after  they  were  laid  at  his  feet  by  the  Navy,  and  which  neither 
he  nor  those  with  him  had  the  courage  to  gather  up.  I  felt  sure  that 
it  would  be  so  when  we  started  on  the  expedition.  We  attacked  Fort 
Fisher,  silenced  it,  blew  it  up,  burned  it  out,  and  knocked  it  to  pieces. 
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An  o nicer  belonging  to  the  small  skirmishing  party  oi'  liO  men  sent  out 
by  the  force  that  landed  on  the  beach  went  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher 
and  brought  away  the  flag  that  we  had  shot  down.  A  sergeant  went 
through  the  sally  port  into  the  fort  and  met  there  a  rebel  orderly  ready 
to  mount  a  horse  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  letter.  He  killed  the 
orderly,  searched  the  body,  found  the  dispatch,  mounted  the  horse,  and 
rode  out  of  the  fort.  Another  soldier  went  in  and  brought  out  a  mule 
that  was  stowed  in  a  bombproof;  another  fired  his  musket  at  a  crowd 
of  cowering  wretches  stowed  away  in  the  bombproof.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  General  Butler  decided  not  to  attack  Fort  Fisher,  “as  the  navy 
tire  has  not  injured  it  as  a  defensive  work.”  Great  heavens !  what  are 
we  coming  to?  Well,  I  think  that  Providence  intended  it  to  be  so,  and  it 
rests  with  you  to  add  new  honors  to  your  name,  already  famous,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  newspaper  reporters.  This  is  merely  on  your  way  to 
Richmond.  Take  this  place  and  you  take  the  creme  de  la  creme  of  the 
rebellion.  1  leave  to  Captain  Breese  to  tell  you  all  my  views,  and  I 
do  hope,  my  dear  general,  that  you  will  second  me  here,  and  let  our 
people  see  the  folly  of  employing  such  generals  as  Butler  and  Banks. 
1  have  tried  them  both,  and  God  save  me  from  further  connection  with 
such  generals.  With  you  I  feel  sure  of  success,  and  shall  bless  the 
day  when  I  shall  once  more  see  your  esteemed  self  in  our  midst.  A  host 
of  old  friends  are  here  to  welcome  you,  and  show  you  the  most  magnifi¬ 
cent  naval  fight  you  ever  laid  your  eyes  on.  I  hope  soon  to  see  you 
here.  I  have  much  to  tell  you  that  will  astonish  you. 

Yery  truly  and  sincerely,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-  Admiral. 

Major  General  W.  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Weaver ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Chippewa. 


December  29,  1804. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Beaufort  upon  being  relieved  by  Com¬ 
mander  Rolando.  Keystone  State. 

Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver, 

Comm  anding  Chippewa. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Rolando ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Keystone  State. 


December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver  of  command 
of  the  bar  at  New  Inlet. 

Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  Keystone  State. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  XL  8.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  of 

the  U.  8.  S.  Bignonia. 

Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Bignonia  to  Western  Bar  and  report 
to  the  senior  officer  for  duty  on  the  blockade.  Stop  at  New  Inlet  and 
deliver  the  dispatches  sent  herewith. 

K,6sp6ctt  ully  , 

1  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Bignonia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard,  Norfolk,  regarding  boats  and  tugs  for  the  squadron. 

Flagship  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  G.,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  please  send  down,  as  soon  as  possible,  all  the  boats 
for  this  squadron.  Send  by  every  opportunity ;  also  the  tug  Republic 
and  the  other  tugs  when  they  arrive  from  the  north. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Ya. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Gunner  Peters, 
IT.  8.  Navy,  commanding  Picket  Boat  No.  6. 


U.  S.  S.  Malvern, 
Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  Proceed  immediately  with  picket  boat  No.  6  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  this  place  and  report  to  me. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Herman  Peters, 

Acting  Gunner,  Commanding  Picket  Boat  No.  6, 

Care  Senior  Naval  Officer,  New  Berne ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  blockade  of  Western  Bar  and  its  needs. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  As  it  will  be  necessary  for  this  vessel  to  visit  Beaufort  in  about 
five  days  for  eoals  and  supplies,  I  would  report  that  I  have  sent  the 
Britannia  to  Beaufort,  |N.  C.  ],  for  provisions,  coal,  ammunition,  and 
anchors,  and  to  repair  her  decks  and  some  of  her  gun  gear  injured 
whilst  under  fire  on  the  25th  instant  off  Fort  Fisher.  I  have  also 
ordered  the  Tristram  Shandy  to  Beaufort,  via  New  Inlet,  for  coal,  and 
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as  her  commanding  officer  reports  her  boilers  as  requiring  scaling,  to 
return  as  soon  as  ho  can  possibly  tinish  the  actual  work  required  to 
keep  the  vessel  in  running  order.  As  Acting  Ensign  Benj.  Wood, 
commanding,  reports  that  she  is  leaking  very  badly,  making  some  28 
inches  in  twenty-four  hours,  it  may  be  advisable  to  have  her  docked. 
This  will  leave  us  with  the  following  vessels  to  keep  up  the  blockade: 
Maratanza,  with  a  disabled  rudder;  A  yack ,  with  disabled  steering  appa¬ 
ratus,  as  reported  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  and  the  Vicks¬ 
burg,  so  1  am  compelled  to  request  that  two  light-draft  vessels  that 
can  take  the  bar  station,  and  the  one  fast  chaser  for  service  on  the  line 
between  Lockwood’s  Folly  and  the  bar,  be  sent  to  this  station.  The 
Vicksburg  is  the  only  reliable  vessel  that  we  now  have  on  this  bar. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  W.  Young, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  use  of  the  steam  picket  boat. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  December  29,  1864. 
Sir:  Yon  will  not  use  the  steam  picket  boat  for  any  other  purpose 
than  that  for  which  she  is  intended.  I  learn  that  she  has  been  so  used. 
She  must  be  only  employed  for  blowing  up  rebel  rams,  etc.  You  will 
keep  her  at  Plymouth  and  have  her  guarded  with  the  greatest  care. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 


t  Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  December  29,  1864. 

The  substance  of  dispatches  and  reports  from  Rear  Admiral  Porter, 
off  Wilmington,  is  briefly  this:  The  ships  can  approach  nearer  to  the 
enemy’s  works  than  was  anticipated.  Their  fire  can  keep  the  enemy 
away  from  their  guns.  A  lauding  can  easily  be  effected  upon  the 
beach  north  of  Fort  Fisher,  not  only  of  troops,  but  all  their  supplies 
and  artillery.  This  force  can  have  its  Hanks  protected  by  gunboats. 
The  Navy  can  assist  in  the  siege  of  Fort  Fisher,  precisely  as  it  covered 
t  lie  operations  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Wagner.  The  winter 
season  is  the  most  favorable  for  operations  against  Fort  Fisher.  The 
largest  naval  force  ever  assembled  is  ready  to  lend  its  cooperation. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter  will  remain  off'  Fort  Fisher,  continuing  a 
moderate  fire  to  prevent  new  works  from  being  erected,  and  the  iron¬ 
clads  have  proved  that  they  can  maintain  themselves  in  spite  of  bad 
weather.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  I  invite  you  to  such  a  military 
cooperation  as  will  insure  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  the  importance  of 
which  has  already  received  your  careful  consideration. 
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This  telegram  is  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  and  in 
hopes  that  you  will  be  able  at  this  time  to  give  the  troops  which  here¬ 
tofore  were  required  elsewhere.  If  it  can  not  be  done,  the  fleet  will 
have  to  disperse,  whence  it  can  not  again  be  brought  to  this  coast. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-General  IT.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point ,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va..  December  30,  1364 — 2  p.  m. 

(Received  7  p.  m.) 

Your  dispatch,  9:  .10  p.  m.,  29th,  received.  I  will  advise  fully  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  about  what  you  propose.  Please  call  on  him  for 
information. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieuten  ant-  General. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


[Telegram.] 

JBeaufort,  N.  G.,  December  30,  1864. 
Send  every  vessel  loaded  with  coal  now  in  the  sounds  to  Beaufort  at 
once.  Send  a  tug  around  to  notify  them  to  use  the  utmost  dispatch  in 
getting  here.  Keep  one  loaded  vessel. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  Mellaoh,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  Berne ,  N.  C. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Adams , 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  coal. 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 

Commodore:  Referring  to  my  previous  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  send  no  more  coal  to  the  sounds  until  you  hear 
further  from  me.  There  are  3,000  tons  now  on  shore  at  New  Berne. 
But  I  request  that  you  will  send  coal  here  until  we  can  keep  up  the 
supply  on  hand  to  8,000  tons,  as  I  deem  that  amount  requisite  for  the 
demands  of  the  squadron  operating  off  Wilmington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commodore  H.  A.  Adams,  U.  S.  Navy, 

323  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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Order  of  R ear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  the  commandant  nary 
yard ,  Norfolk ,  regarding  coal  vessels. 

Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  30,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  please  direct  the  senior  naval  officer  at  Hampton 
Bonds  to  send  eight  coal  vessels  here  immediately. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Norfolk ,  Ya. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Retry,  to  Commander  Clip,  U.  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola ,  regarding  guard  duty. 

Beaufort,  R.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 
Sir:  You  will  act  as  guard  ship  while  you  remain  in  this  harbor  and 
will  stop  all  boats  passing,  and  send  those  loaded  with  provisions  and 
market  stuff  to  the  flagship  to  get  a  proper  pass. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Osceola. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Yohmteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Sheldon,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  guard  duty. 

Beaufort,  R.  C.,  December  30,  1864. 
Sir:  The  Shokokon  will  hereafter  be  guard  ship  for  this  harbor. 

You  will  stop  all  boats  passing  and  send  those  having  provisions  and 
market  stuff  on  board  to  the  flagship  to  get  a  proper  pass,  without  which 
they  will  not  be  permitted  to  trade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wi.  B.  Sheldon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Shokokon. 


Letter  of  Pilot  Morton,  volunteering  services  for  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

Portsmouth,  Ohio,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  I  learn  from  Hon.  Wells  A.  Hutchins,  M.  C.,  that  you  will 
probably  experience  much  difficulty  in  ascending  the  Cape  Fear  River, 
from  changeableness  of  its  channel. 

My  object  now  is  to  say  to  you,  hoping  to  be  able  to  render  you  all 
the  aid  possible,  that  the  Missouri  River,  the  Arkansas  River,  and  the 
Lower  Mississippi,  in  a  measure,  are  of  the  same  character  as  the  Cape 
Fear  River.  There  are  pilots  here  who  have  spent  their  whole  life  upon 
this  kind  of  rivers.  I  myself  have,  and  there  are  many  places  which 
we  run  entirely  by  the  looks  of  the  river,  places  where  the  river  is 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide.  I  will  say  nothing  for  myself,  but  I  will 
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promise  you  that  I  can  send  you  a  list  of  pilots'  which  will  be  of 
material  service  to  you  in  those  waters.  The  draft  of  water  is  a  science. 
A  good  pilot  looks  upon  the  face  of  the  water  as  knowingly  as  an  artist 
upon  his  picture. 

I  feel  this  so  sensitively  I  can  but  refer  you  to  my  past  judgment, 
under  your  command,  where  I  never  made  a  mistake.  We  went  to 
Arkansas  Post  and  other  places,  and  I  will  stake  all  upon  this  point, 
being  only  anxious  to  serve  you,  my  much  loved  commander,  and  do 
wliat  I  can  to  repay  you  for  the  manifold  deeds  of  kindness  shown  me. 
I  wrote  you  some  time  since  in  relation  to  reentering  the  Mississippi 
Squadron  and  my  prize  money.  I  have  not  heard  from  it. 

Hon.  Alex.  Ramsey,  Senator  from  Minnesota,  is  an  old  friend  of 
mine  and  will  do  anything  he  can  in  the  matter  for  me. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Morton,  Pilot. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  preparations  for  the  attach  upon  Wil¬ 
mington ,  N.  C. 

City  Point,  Va.,  December  30 ,  1864. 
Please  hold  on  where  you  are  for  a  few  days  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
be  back  again  with  an  increased  force  and  without  the  former  com¬ 
mander.  It  is  desirable  the  enemy  should  be  lulled  into  all  the  security 
possible,  in  hopes  he  will  send  back  here  or  against  Sherman  the  rein¬ 
forcements  sent  to  defend  Wilmington.  At  the  same  time,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  observe  that  the  enemy  does  not  intrench  further,  and  if 
he  attempts  it,  to  prevent  it.  I  will  suggest  whether  it  may  not  be 
made  to  appear  that  the  ordinary  blockading  squadron  is  doing  this. 
You,  however,  understand  this  matter  much  better  than  I  do.  I  can 
not  say  what  day  our  troops  will  be  down.  Your  dispatch  to  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Navy,  which  informed  me  that  you  were  still  off  Wilming¬ 
ton  and  still  thought  the  capture  of  that  place  practicable,  was  only 
received  to-day.  I  took  immediate  steps  to  have  transports  collected, 
and  am  assured  they  will  be  ready  with  the  coal  and  water  on  board  by 
noon  of  the  2d  of  January.  There  will  be  [no]  delay  in  embarking  and 
sending  off  the  troops.  There  is  not  a  soul  here  except  my  chief  of 
staff,  assistant  adjutant-general,  and  myself  knows  of  this  intended 
renewal  of  our  effort  against  Wilmington.  In  Washington  but  two 
persons  know  of  it,  and,  I  am  assured,  will  not.  The  commander  of 
the  expedition  will  probably  be  Major-General  Terry.  He  will  not  know 
of  it  until  he  gets  out  to  sea.  He  will  go  with  sealed  orders.  It  will 
not  be  necessary  for  me  to  let  troops  or  commander  know  even  that 
they  are  going  any  place  until  the  steamers  intended  to  carry  them 
reach  Fortress  Monroe,  as  I  will  have  all  rations  and  other  stores  loaded 
beforehand.  The  same  troops  that  were  with  the  first  expedition, 
reinforced  by  a  brigade,  will  be  sent  now.  If  they  effect  a  lodgment 
they  can  at  least  fortify  and  maintain  themselves  until  reinforcements 
can  be  sent.  Please  answer  by  bearer  and  designate  when  you  will 
have  the  fleet  congregated. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commander  Nichols ,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Mendota , 
regarding  naval  matters  at  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads ,  December  30,  1864. 

Admiral  :  I  forward  two  dispatches  received  to-day.  Captain  Ber¬ 
rien  has  been  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  one  concerning  the  8t.  Law¬ 
rence.  The  Saco  has  been  towed  to  Washington  by  order  of  the 
Department,  and  the  Augusta  to  Baltimore.  Upon  the  arrival  of  your 
bearer  of  dispatches,  Lieutenant  Preston,  there  was  no  vessel  available 
in  the  roads  to  convey  him  to  Washington,  and  I  sent  him  to  Norfolk 
in  a  tug,  with  directions  for  Lieutenant-Commander  Barnes  to  convey 
him  there  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Bat.  The  Bat  had  gone  to  the  yard  that  day 
to  get  a  new  foremast,  having  lost  hers  in  the  severe  gales  encountered 
on  her  passage  from  Boston.  She  has  not  yet  returned  from  Washing¬ 
ton.  In  obedience  to  your  order  transmitted  through  Commander 
W.  A.  Parker,  I  assumed  the  duties  of  senior  officer  at  this  place  on 
the  17th  instant.  In  accordance  with  the  first  paragraph  of  your 
General  Order  No.  6,  dated  October  13,  1864,  I  reported  to  you,  under 
date  of  October  20,  the  general  condition  of  this  vessel.  I  would  again 
respectfully  call  your  attention  to  her.  Lying  in  the  smooth  water  of 
James  River  she  leaked  20  inches  in  twenty-four  hours.  By  the  set¬ 
tling  of  the  deck  amidships  the  woodwork  has  encroached  so  much 
upon  some  of  the  working  parts  of  the  machinery  as  to  necessitate  the 
cutting  away  a  portion  of  it.  The  tubes  in  the  boilers  have  begun  to 
give  out;  twenty  in  one  and  five  in  the  other  boiler  are  now  plugged. 
Those  and  other  matters  reported  by  the  engineer  in  charge  have  been 
referred  to  the  fleet  engineer.  Her  decks  require  thorough  calking, 
some  of  the  seams  being  nearly  three-fourths  of  an  iuch  wide,  with  nothing 
in  them.  I  shall  endeavor  to  remedy  this  matter,  having  succeeded  in 
procuring  the  materials  for  calking  since  my  arrival  here.  The  pin¬ 
hole  in  the  forward  rudder  for  securing  it  at  sea  is  partially  split  out, 
so  that  the  bolts  which  secure  the  socket  in  the  top  of  the  rudder  have 
no  hold  in  the  wood  and  work  out. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  admiral,  in  your  operations  against 
Wilmington, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer  in  Hampton  Roads. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Parlcer,  U.  8. 

Navy ,  to  refrain  from  cooperation  with  Major-General  Butler  in  the 

James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  0.,  December  30,  1864. 

Sir:  In  all  your  operations  on  James  River,  run  no  risks  at  present 
or  while  I  am  away.  Don’t  listen  to  any  proposition  of  General  Butler, 
or  join  with  him  and  expect  support. 

Preserve  all  your  vessels  until  the  right  time  comes.  Keep  most  of 
the  vessels  on  the  river  busy  patrolling.  Your  own  vessel  and  the  tor¬ 
pedo  boats  are  quite  enough  to  protect  Dutch  Gap,  which  will  be  a 
failure  like  everything  Butler  undertakes. 
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1  have  no  other  orders  to  give  you,  everything  beiu&  contained  iu  the 
instructions  already  given. 

KespectMly,  your  obedient  servant,  ^  ^  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  .  , 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  Forth  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  Saturday ,  December  31,  1864. 

Sir:  Lieutenant-General  Grant  will  send  immediately  a  competent 
force,  properly  commanded,  to  cooperate  in  the  capture  cf  the  defenses 
on  Federal  Point.  It  is  expected  that  the  troops  will  leave  Hampton 
Roads  next  Monday  or  Tuesday.  This  is  all  the  information  the 
Department  has  to  give  you,  but  relies  upon  your  skill  and  juagment 
to  give  full  effect  to  any  move  that  may  be  arranged.  The  Department 
is  perfectly  satisfied  with  your  efforts  thus  far,  and  you  will  convey  to 
all  hands  the  satisfaction  the  Department  feels. 

I  am,  sir,  ^  TIT 

Gideon  Welles. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  . 

Corndg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 


Letter  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  concerning  affairs  at  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Hampshire, 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  December  31,  1864. 

Admiral:  Expecting  to  have  found  you  at  this  place,  and  not  doing 
so,  I  have  to  express  to  you  my  message  from  Admiral  Porter. 

The  admiral  presents  his  compliments  to  you  and  wishes  me  to  say 
that  so  far  as  the  naval  operations  against  Fort  Fisher  and  adjacent 
works  were  concerned,  they  were  perfectly  satisfactory,  but  that  the 
army,  after  having  landed  and  advanced  their  skirmish  line  to  the  very 
parapets  of  the  fort,  some  of  the  line  even  going  inside  and  bringing 
out  a  horse,  mule,  and  the  rebel  flag  which  was  shot  away  and  lying 
on  the  ground,  deemed  the  work  still  “as  capable  of  defense”  as  ever 
and  therefore  not  to  be  attempted  without  regular  approaches,  which 
was  not  contemplated  in  their  instructions,  they  embarked  and  sailed 
for  Hampton  Roads. 

My  mission  from  Admiral  Porter  is  to  General  Sherman,  to  request 
that  he  will  afford  the  admiral  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to  occupy 
the  forts  when  their  lire  is  reduced  by  the  fleet. 

The  casualties  in  the  fleet  were  few,  not  more  than  8  killed  and 
wounded  by  the  enemy’s  fire,  but  some  40  more  from  bursting'  of  five 
100-pounder  rifles. 

[  Y ery  respectfully, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain,  North  Atlantic  Squadron .] 

[Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.\ 
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Letter  from  Major-General  Sherman ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  to  Bear- Admiral 

Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  operations  against  Wilming¬ 
ton,  N.  C. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  op  the  Mississippi, 

In  the  Field,  Savannah,  Ga.,  December  31, 1864. 

Dear  Admiral  :  Captain  Breese  lias  this  moment  arrived  with  your 
letter  of  December  29,  and  I  assure  you  it  does  my  heart  good  to  feel 
that  I  am  once  more  near  you.  I  hope  soon  we  will  meet  in  person. 

I  have  already  submitted  to  Generals  Halleck  and  Grant  a  plan  for  a 
campaign  which  will  bring  my  whole  army  to  Wilmington,  which  I 
know  1  can  take  as  easily,  if  not  more  so,  than  Savannah. 

1  do  not  think  you  can  take  those  shore  batteries  with  your  gunboats, 
or  do  more  than  drive  the  gunners  to  the  cover  of  their  bombproofs.  I 
have  examined  carefully  many  of  the  forts  about  Savannah,  and  find 
them  so  well  covered  by  traverses  and  bombproof  shelters,  that  you 
might  blaze  away  at  them  for  a  month  from  the  direction  of  the  sea 
channels  without  materially  harming  them.  I  have  uo  doubt,  however, 
from  what  you  say,  that  Butler’s  men  ought  to  have  taken  Fort  Fisher 
in  about  three  minutes,  for  its  bombproofs  can  not  possibly  shelter  more 
than  200  men,  and  they  would  be,  as  you  say,  crouching  in  a  defenseless 
position  as  against  an  attacking  force. 

But  even  after  you  have  got  Fisher,  then  comes  Caswell,  Fort  John¬ 
ston,  and,  I  suppose,  a  string  of  forts  all  the  way  back  to  Wilmington. 
Now,  I  propose  to  march  my  whole  army  through  South  Carolina,  tear¬ 
ing  up  the  railroads  and  smashing  things  generally,  feign  on  Charleston 
and  rapidly  come  down  upon  Wilmington  from  the  rear,  taking  all 
their  works  in  reverse.  I  submitted  this  plan  to  General  Grant  on  the 
24th,  and  shall  expect  his  answer  very  soon  and  will  be  ready  to  start 
the  moment  I  can  replenish  my  wagons  with  bread,  sugar,  coffee,  etc. 
At  present  the  Savannah  River  is  badly  obstructed  by  heavy  cribs 
filled  with  cobblestones,  which  have  served  to  make  islands  of  mud  and 
sand,  leaving  narrow,  difficult,  and  tortuous  channels  between.  Through 
these  channels  all  our  stores  have  to  be  brought  in  launches  and  light- 
draft  boats,  of  which  we  have  an  inadequate  number,  so  that  thus  far 
we  barely  get  enough  for  daily  consumption. 

But  all  hands  are  hard  at  work,  and  I  hope  by  the  10th  of  January 
to  get  enough  ahead  to  load  our  wagons,  and  be  ready  to  start.  It  will 
take  some  time  for  me  to  reach  Wilmington,  but  I  am  certain  that  mine 
is  the  only  mode  by  which  the  place  can  be  taken  effectually.  My  army 
is  a  good  one,  but  not  large  enough  to  make  detachments  from. 

I  had  to  leave  with  Thomas  enough  men  to  whip  Hood,  and  have 
written  to  Grant  to  send  to  Foster  enough  men  of  the  second  class  to 
hold  Savannah  whilst  I  move  with  my  entire  force.  It  is  very  impor 
taut  that  I  should  have  two  or  more  poiuts  along  the  coast  where  I  can 
communicate  with  you,  and  where  I  could  have  some  spare  ammunition 
and  provisions  in  reserve,  say  Bull’s  Bay,  Georgetown,  and  Masonboro. 

Can’t  you  arrange  to  get  all  these  points  in  your  jurisdiction? 
Admiral  Dahlgren  is  very  accommodating,  but  you  and  1  understand 
eacli  other  better.  I  think,  when  you  come  to  consider  my  position,  you 
will  agree  with  me  that  my  proposition  is  better  than  to  undertake  to 
reduce  in  detail  the  forts  about  Wilmington,  and  you  can  so  maneuver 
as  to  hold  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy  to  the  seacoast  whilst  I  ravage 
the  interior;  and  when  I  do  make  my  appearance  on  the  coast,  we  will 
make  short  work  of  them  all. 

I  have  shown  to  Captain  Breese  my  letters  to  Grant  and  Halleck 
and  will  explain  to  him  fully  everything  that  will  interest  you,  and  as 
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soon  as  I  liear  from  General  Grant  will  send  a  steam  dr  to  you  advising 
you  of  the  time  of  starting.  I  rather  fear,  however,  that  the  President  s 
anxiety  to  take  Charleston  may  induce  Grant  to  order  me  to  operate 
against,  Charleston  rather  than  Wilmington,  though  I  much  prefer  the 
latter,  Charleston  being  a  dead  cock  in  the  pit  altogether. 


1  am,  most  truly,  your  friend 


W.  T.  Sherman, 

Major-General. 


Admiral  1).  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Berne,  December  31, 1864. 

Sir:  I  ordered  five  schooners  laden  with  coal  from  New  Berne  to 
Beaufort  and  had  them  towed  below  the  blockade  with  a  fair  wind; 
last  three  of  them  got  aground,  I  think  willfully;  and  owing  to  the 
wind  blowing  from  S.  W.  they  are  high  and  dry.  Therefore  1  respect¬ 
fully  request  to  be  instructed  as  to  what  measures  I  shall  take  to  get 
them  to  Beaufort.  The  wind  still  continues  S.  W .  and  at  present  there 
is  no  chance  of  getting  them  off. 

Very  respectfully,  ^  n  r 

J  E.  Mellach. 

Rear-Admiral  Porter. 


List  of  vessels  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  January  1 ,  1865. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

January  1,  1865. 


Name. 


Guns. 


Class.1 


Agawam . 

Alabama . 

Anemone . 

Alert . 

Atlanta . 

Aries . 

Augusta . 

Adger,  James . 

Arietta  (schooner) . 

Albemarle  (bulk! . 

Alpha . 

Beta,  destroyed  (form¬ 
erly  called  Picket 
Boat  No.  2,  orBazely). 

Berberry . 

Britannia . 

Banshee . 

Bignonia . 

Belle . 

Brooklyn . 

Ben  Morgan  (hulk)  .... 
Charles  Phelps  (coal 
bulk). 

Canonicus . 

Chicopee . 

Clematis . - . 

Commodore  Hull . 

Ceres . 

Colorado . 

Cherokee - - 

Calypso . 

Cambridge . . 

Commodore  Barney — 


10 

10 

4 

2 

3 

7 

10 


4 

6 

3 

3 

2 

26 


10 

3 

6 

2 

50 

6 

6 

10 


3 

3 

4 
4 
3 
-3 


4 


4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

4 

4 


4 

4 

4 

1 

4 

4 

3 

4 


Commanding  officer. 


Comdr.  A.  C.  Rhind . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  A.  R.  Langthorne 

Actg.Ens.  W.C.  Borden . 

Actg.  Ens.  J.  Bishop . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  J.  Woodward  . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  E.  S.  Wells . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Norfolk,  repairing. 
Off  Beaufort  . 

Do. 

.Tames  River. 
Hampton  Roads. 
Off  Wilmington. 
Not  reported. 

Do. 


Lt.  Comdr.  W.  C.  West 


Actg.  Ens.  N.  R.  Davis 


Actg.  Ens,  R.  W.  Rowntree - 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  S.  Huse . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  H.  Garlield. . . 

Actg.  V  oi.  Lt.  W.  D.  Roath . 

Actg.  Mast.  J.  G.  Green . 

Capt.  J  ames  Alden . 

Actg.  Mast.  A.  B.  Mulford . 

Actg.  Ens.  W.  Ottiwell . 

Lt.  Comdr.  G.  E.  Belknap . 

Comdr.  A.  D.  Harrell . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  E.  D.  Bruner . 

Actg.  Mast.  E.  Jossel.vn . 

Actg.  Mast.  H.  H.  Foster . 

Commo.  H.  K.  Thatcher . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  E.  Dennison. 

Actg.  Mast.  F.  D.  Stuart . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  F.  Nickels  ... 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  B.  Livingston 


Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
James  River. 


Beaufort,  N.C. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk,  repairing. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Beaufort. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Craney  island,  Va. 

Off  Beaufort. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  repairing. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Off  Beaufort. 

Off  Wilmington. 

New  York  Navy  Yard. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 
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Name. 


Cactus . 

Commodore  Morris _ 

Crusader . . 

Commodore  Perry _ 

Cuyler,  It.  K . 

Cohasset- . 

Clinton . 

Dumbarton . 

Delaware . 

Dawn . . . 

Daylight . 

Dictator . . 

Dacotah . . 

Delta . 

Epsilon . 

Emma . 

Eolus. . 

Eucaw . . 

Eort  Jackson . 

Florida . 

Fort  Donelson . 

Fahkee . 

Grand  Gulf . 

Gettysburg . 

Governor  Buckingham  - 

General  Putnam . 

Granite  (sloop) . 

Glance . 

Gamma . ^ . 

Howquah . 

Huron . . 

Hunchback . 

H.  Drinker _ _ 

Heliotrope . 

Hoyt . . 

Hetzel . 

Harcourt . 

Iosco  . 

Juniata . 

I.  N.  Seymour . 

Kansas . 

Keystone  State . 

Lilian . 

Launch  4 . 

Launch  5 . 

Launch  6 . 

Lockwood . 

Lilac . 

Little  Ada . 

Monticello . 

Maumee . 

Mohican . 

Minnesota . 

Mackinaw . 

Massasoit . 

Mount  Vernon . 

Moccasin . 

Mattabesett . 

Montgomery . . . 

Maratanza . 

Morse . ; 

Miami . 

Mendota . 

Mount  Washington. . . . 

Mystic . 

Monadnock . 

Mahopac . . 

Martin  . .. 

Mercedita . 

Malvern . 

Nyack . 

Nansemond . 

Niphon . 

New  Ironsides . 

New  Berne . 

Osceola . 

Onondaga . 

Phlox... . 

Powhatan . ] 

Pequot . ! 


Guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


3 

7 

7 

5 

12 

0 

1 


4 

4 

3 

8 


8 

4 

10 

11 


4  Accg.  Mast,  and  Pilot  Jno.  Evans 

4  Actg.  Mast.  R.  G.  Lee . 

4  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  Peter  Hays . 

4  Actg.  V ol.  Lt.  A.  P.  Foster . 

3  Corudr.  C.  II.  B.  Caldwell . 

4  Lt.  Comdr.  A.  W.  Weaver . 

4  Actg.  Ens.  and  Pilot  G.  B.  Griffin . 

4  G.  W.  Hadden . 

4  Actg.  V ol.  Lt.  II.  Brown . 

4  A  ctg.  Mast.  J.  H.  Eldridge  . . . 

4  Actg.  Mast.  J.  A.  Jackaway . 

4  Actg.  Mast.  H.  A.  Phelon  . . 

1  Cornmo.  Jno.  Rodgers . 


4  Actg.  Mast,  Mate  W.  F.  Gragg 

4  Actg.  Ens.  E.  M.  Boggs . 

4  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  M.  Williams.. 

4  Actg.  Mast.  E.  S.  Keyser . 

3  Lt.  Comdr.  H.  C.  Blake . 

2  Capt.  B.  F.  Sands . . 


1  4  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  Pickering 

5  4  Actg.  Mast.  F.  11.  Webb _ 


7  3  Lt.  H.  H.  Damson . . 

6  3  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  MacDiarmid 

4  4  Actg.  Mast.  H.  H.  Savage _ 

.  Actg.  Mast.  E.  Boomer  . . 


4  Actg.  Ens.  H.  Wheeler . 

4  Actg.  Ens.  H.  F.  Curtis . 

5  4  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  W.  Batch 

5  4  Lt.  Comdr.  T.  0.  Selfridgo _ 

4  Lt.  Jos.  Fyffe . 

3  4  Actg.  Ens.  J.  H.  Kerens . 

1  4  Actg.  Ens.  and  Pilot  Norman 

4  Actg.  Ens.  H.  B.  Twambly _ 

2  4  Actg.  Mast.  Diompson..'. _ 


Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 
James  .River. 

York  River. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River,  Va. 

Do. 

James  River,  Va. 
Hampton  Roads. 

Not  reported. 

J  ames  River,  V a. 

Do. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

.1  ames  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Not  reported. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Not  reported. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Guard  ship,  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Beaufort,  N  C. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Va. 


Do. 


10 

14 

2 

8 

6 


3  Comdr.  Jno.  Guest . 

2  Capt.  W.  R.  Taylor . 

4  Actg.  Ens.  F.  B.  Allen . 

4  Lt.  Comdr.  P.  G.  Watmough 

3  Comdr.  H.  Rolando . 

4  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  A.  Harris  . . 


3  4  Actg.  Ens.  J.  Q.  A.  Davidson 


2 

6 

8 

9 

46 

10 

10 

5 
3 

10 

6 
6 
6 
8 

10 

1 


4 

4 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

4 
4 
3 
3 

3 

4 
3 

3 

4 
4 
3 
3 


Actg.  Mast.  S.  P.  Crafts  . . 

Lt.  W.  B.  Cushing . 

Lt.  Comdr.  R.  Chandler  . . 

Comdr.  D.  Ammen . 

Cornmo.  J.  Lanrnan . 

Comdr.  J .  C.  Beaumont. . . 
Comdr.  R.  T.  Renshaw . . . 
Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  J.  Trathem 

Actg.  Ens.  J.  Brown . 

Comdr.  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  T.  C.  Dunn 
Lt.  Comdr.  G.  W.  Young  . 


Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  G.  W.  Graves . . 

Comdr.  E.  T.  Nichols . 

Actg.  Mast,  and  Pilot  H.  H.  Haynie. .. 

Actg.  Mast.  W.  Wright . 

Comdr.  E.  G.  Parrott . 

Lt.  Comdr.  E.  E.  Potter . 


Off  Wilmington. 

Off  Beaufort. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Beaufort,  JM.  C. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Repairing  at  Baltimore. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 


9 

12 

8 

3 

9 

20 


3 

4 
4 
4 
4 
1 


Lt.  Comdr.  M.  Haxtun  . . . 

Lt.  B.  H.  Porter . 

Lt.  Comdr.  L.  H.  Newman 
Actg.  Mast.  J.  H.  Porter  . 
Actg.  Mast.  E.  Kemble. . . 
Cornmo.  W.  Radford . 


10 

4 


24 

8 


10 

3 

4 
1 
4 


Comdr.  J.  M.  B.  Clitz . 
Comdr.  W.  A.  Parker 


Cornmo.  J.  F.  Schenck.  . 
Lt.  Comdr.  D.  L.  Braine 


Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 

Repairing  at  Boston. 
Off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Supply  steamer. 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Janies  River. 

Do. 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C. 
Do. 
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List  of  vessels  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  January  f  1865— Continued. 


Name. 


Pawtuxet . 

Poppy . 

Poutoosuc . 

Quaker  City . 

Rhode  Island . 

Release . 

Renshaw .  . 

Seneca . 

State  of  Georgia . 

Saco . 

Shenandoah  . 

Susquehanna  . 

Santiago  tie  Cuba . 

Samuel  Rot  an . 

Saugus  . 

Shamrock . . 

Saffron . 

Spnyten  Duyvil  (tor¬ 
pedo  boat). 

Sliokokon . 

Sassacus . 

St.  Lawrence . 


Guns 


10 

2 

12 

7 

12 

3 


Class. 


6 

12 

13 


Commanding  officer. 


Comdr.  J.  H.  Spotts . 

Actg.  Ens.  W.  Clarke . 

Lt.  Comdr.  W.  G.  Temple 

Comdr.  W.  F.  Spicer . 

Comdr.  S.  I).  Trenchard . 

Actg.  Mast.  J.  Baker . 

Gunner  E.  A.  McDonald - 

Lt.  Comdr  M.  Sicard . 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  G.  Walker - 

Capt.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Commo.  S.  W.  Godon . 

Capt.  0.  S.  Glisson . . 

Actg.  Mast.  W.  G.  Nutting.. 

Comdr.  E.  R.  Colhoun . 

Comdr.  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Actg.  Ens.  H.  M.  Pishou  —  • 
Eirst  Asst.  Eng.  [J.  L.]  Lay. 

Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  W.  B.  Sheldon 

Lt.  Comdr.  J.  L.  Davis . 

Comdr.  D.  Lynch . 


10 

10 

4 

12 

14 

6 

Tristram  Shandy . 

16 

3 

6 

6 

5 

44 

5 

4 
14 

4 

5 
2 
5 
2 

Victoria . 

Western  World . 

W illiam  Badger  (hulk) . 

Young  America . 

3  Lt.  Comdr.  DeHaven . 

3  Comdr.  J.  M.  Frailey . 

4  :  Actg.  Vol.  Lt.  E.  F.  Devens. 

3  1  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  T.  Truxtun  . 

2  Capt.  C.  Steedman . 

4  I  Lt.  Comdr.  F.  M.  Ramsay. -- 
4  '  Actg.  Eus.  H.  I’.  Hathaway 

2  Capt.  C.  W.  Pickering . 

4  Actg  Ens.  W.  Moody . 

3  Lt.  Comdr.  [F.  H.]  Baker... 

4  Actg.  Mast.  J.  A.  J.  Brooks 
4  Lt.  Comdr.  J.  H.  Upshur  . . . 

1  Capt.  M.  Smith . 

4  E.  Herrick . 


4  Actg.  Mast.  H.  Arey . 

3  Lt.  Comdr.  E.  English - 

4  . 

4  Actg.  Mast.  T.  W.  Sheer  . 

4  Actg.  Ens.  O.  Lasher . 

4  Lt.  Comdr.  T.  C.  Harris  . . 

4  . 

4  Actg.  Ens.  F.  W.  Mintzer 


Present  duty  or  station. 


Off  Wilmington. 

James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

N  ot  reported. 

Hampton  Roads. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River-,  Ya. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Hampton  Roads. 

James  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Naval  Magazine,  Nor¬ 
folk. 

Boston. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 

J ames  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Norfolk,  Ya. 

Off  Wilmington. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Savannah,  Ga. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Janies  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Norfolk,  Ya. 

James  River. 

Off  Wilmington. 
Norfolk,  Ya. 

J  ames  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  blowing  up  of 
the  Dutch  Cap  Canal ,  James  River. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Aiken1  s  Landing ,  James  River ,  Virginia ,  January  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  ends  of  the  canal  at  Dutch 
Gap  were  blown  up  with  12,000  pounds  of  gunpowder  this  afternoon  at 
about  4  o’clock. 

We  heard  no  report  of  the  explosion,  and  there  was  no  perceptible 
commotion  of  the  water  at  our  anchorage.  The  earth  was  thrown  up 
into  the  air  about  40  or  50  feet  and  immediately  after  fell  back  into  its 
original  place.  This  earth  will  have  to  be  removed  to  render  the  canal 
passable  for  vessels. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  13arker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porier, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  regarding  naval  vessels  there. 

Beaufort,  N.  0.,  January  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  direct  all  naval  vessels  at  Hampton  Roads  to  rendez¬ 
vous  here  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Hampton  Roads. 


Special  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  chart  plans 

of  attach  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

Special  Orders,  \  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  7.  \  Flagship  Malvern,  January  1,  1865. 

The  commanders  of  all  vessels  will  have  their  chart  plans  of  last 
attack  sent  in  without  delay  to  be  corrected  ready  for  the  next  attack, 
and  mark  the  name  of  their  ship  in  plain  letters  on  the  plan. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  Orders,  No.  77,  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  regarding 
preparation  of  vessels  for  attach  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  January  1,  1865. 

The  vessels  will  get  ready  for  the  attack  without  delay.  Troops  will 
be  here  on  the  4th.  Take  every  shell  that  can  be  carried. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary,  to  Lieutenant-General 
Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  renewal  of  operations  against  Fort 
Fisher. 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  1,  1865. 
Dear  General  :  I  have  just  received  yonrs  of  December  30.  I  shall 
be  all  ready,  and  thank  God  we  are  not  to  leave  here  with  so  easy  a 
victory  at  hand. 

Thank  you  for  so  promptly  trying  to  rectify  the  blunder  so  lately 
committed.  I  knew  you  would  do  it.  I  sent  to  General  Sherman  for 
troops,  knowing  he  must  be  in  Savannah. 

I  would  like  the  troops  to  rendezvous  here.  They  should  have  pro 
visions  to  last  them  on  shore  in  case  we  are  driven  off  by  gales,  but  I 
can  cover  any  number  of  troops  if  it  blows  ever  so  hard.  I  have  held 
on  here  through  all  and  the  heaviest  gales  ever  seen  here.  They  seem 
to  blow  that  1  might  show  the  commanders  that  we  could  ride  it  out  at 
anchor. 
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The  rebels  have  no  intrenchments,  nor  will  any  they  make  avail  them. 
We  destroyed  all  their  abattis,  and  made  a  beautiful  bridge  tor  the 

troops  to  cross  on.  ^ 

They  think  they  have  whipped  us.  I  made  the  ships  go  on  as  it  they 

were  crippled,  some  in  tow. 

We  lost  1  man  killed.  You  may  judge  what  a  simple  business  it  was. 
I  will  work  night  and  day  to  be  ready. 

We  will  have  Wilmington  in  a  week,  weather  permitting. 

Please  impress  the  commander  with  the  importance  ot  consulting 
with  me  freely  as  regards  weather  and  landing. 

1  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Ames ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  expedition  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  City ,  N.  C.,  and  seizure  of  the  sloop  Twilight  and  schooner  Georgia. 

U.  S.  S.  Lockwood,  January  1,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that,  agreeably  to  your  orders 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  the  Pasquotank  River.  On  our 
arrival  in  the  mouth  of  said  river  we  saw  the  schooner  Georgia ,  of  Balti¬ 
more,  lying  some  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  which  I  boarded, 
and  upon  examining  his  papers  and  finding  them  correct,  the  captain 
stating  that  he  was  bound  to  Edenton,  trading,  I  ordered  him  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Plymouth  before  going  to  Edenton,  and  report  in  person  to  you, 
and  then  proceeded  on  our  way  up  to  Elizabeth  City.  On  our  arrival 
in  Elizabeth  Oity,  and  leaving  orders  according  to  your  instructions,  I 
received  information  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  contraband  trade 
carried  on  at  that  place,  and  that  there  were  then  some  48  bales  of 
cotton  stored  there,  which  cotton,  according  to  your  instructions,  I  took 
on  board  and  brought  to  Plymouth.  There  was  also  lying  there  the 
sloop  Twilight ,  the  captain  of  which  had  just  discharged  the  cargo  from 
said  sloop.  Not  deeming  his  papers  correct,  and  the  captain  of  said 
sloop  not  being  able  to  give  any  account  of  himself,  1  also  thought  it 
best  to  bring  the  Twilight  to  you.  On  our  passage  up  the  sound  we 
again  fell  in  with  the  schooner  Georgia  and  took  her  in  tow,  thinking  it 
advisable  to  bring  her  to  you. 

Very  respectfully, 

M.  D.  Ames, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lockwood. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Secretary  of  War  regarding 
operations  against  Fort  Caswell. 

ISTavy  Department,  January  2,  1865. 
Sir:  The  admiral  in  command  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron  is  confident  that  he  can  land  a  military  force  on  the  open 
beach  to  the  westward  of  Fort  Caswell,  whence  the  reduction  of  that 
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important  work  is  easily  accomplished  by  the  engineers.  The  result  of 
such  an  operation  is  to  enable  the  naval  vessels  to  lay  inside,  as  is  the 
case  at  Charleston,  thus  closing  the  port  effectually.  As  this  is  the 
only  port  by  which  any  supplies  whatever  reach  the  rebels,  and  as  the 
armies  are  mostly  going  into  winter  quarters,  it  seems  a  tit  opportunity 
to  undertake  such  an  operation. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 


[Telegram. 

Navy  Department,  January  2, 1865. 

Have  telegraphed  to  all  the  navy  yards  for  boats.  I  am  afraid  we 
can  not  have  many  on  hand.  There  are  only  two  at  this  yard,  which 
will  leave  immediately.  Perhaps  the  quartermaster  at  New  York  bet¬ 
ter  be  directed  to  go  into  the  market  and  purchase  all  he  can  find. 
Such  sized  boats  are  scarce.  Please  write  fully  to  Porter  as  early  as 
possible.  I  notified  him  yesterday  of  the  fact  only,  knowing  nothing 
more.  He  must  coal  and  till  up  with  ammunition  and  provisions,  is  the 
reason  I  ask  you  to  write  him.  I  wrote  him  that  your  force  would  leave 
to  day,  but  if  it  is  not  so,  he  should  know  it. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point ,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  2,  1865— 10  p.  m. 

(Received  11  p.  m.) 

It  was  to-day  I  said  vessels  were  to  be  assembled  at  Fort  Monroe. 
The  whole  number  required  are  not  there  yet.  Admiral  Porter  should 
coal  and  fill  up  at  once  and  be  ready.  The  troops  will  probably  be  off 
Fort  Fisher  by  Friday  next.  I  think  the  fleet  can  furnish  boats  enough 
if  they  can  not  be  got  conveniently  elsewhere. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department, 
Washington ,  January  3 ,  1865. 

The  Government  has  determined  that  if  any  more  movements  rela¬ 
tive  to  operations  in  the  future  are  published,  summary  proceedings  in 
vindication  of  right  and  justice  shall  instantly  issue. 

G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Alexander  Fulton,  Esq., 

Publisher  Baltimore  American ,  Baltimore ,  Md. 
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Instructions  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  5 Army,  to  Major- 

General  Terry ,  U.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  renewal  of  combined  oper¬ 
ations  against  Fort  Fisher  and  Wilmington. 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  3,  1865. 

General:  Tlie  expedition  intrusted  to  your  command  has  been 
fitted  out  to  renew  the  attempt  to  capture  Fort  Fisher,  N.  0.,  and  Wil¬ 
mington  ultimately,  if  the  fort  falls.  You  will  then  proceed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible  to  the  naval  fleet  lying  off  Cape  Fear  Fiver  and 
report  the  arrival  of  yourself  and  command  to  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 
commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

It  is  exceedingly  desirable  that  the  most  complete  understanding 
should  exist  between  yourself  and  the  naval  commander.  I  suggest, 
therefore,  that  you  consult  with  Admiral  Porter  freely,  and  get  from 
him  the  part  to  be  performed  by  eacli  branch  of  the  public  service,  so 
that  there  may  be  unity  of  action.  It  would  be  well  to  have  the  whole 
programme  laid  in  writing.  I  have  served  with  Admiral  Porter,  and 
know  that  you  can  rely  on  his  judgment  and  his  nei've  to  undertake 
what  he  proposes.  I  would,  therefore,  defer  to  him  as  much  as  is  con¬ 
sistent  with  your  own  responsibilities.  The  first  object  to  be  attained 
is  to  get  a  firm  position  on  the  spit  of  land  on  which  Fort  Fisher  is 
built,  from  which  you  can  operate  against  that  fort.  You  want  to  look 
to  the  practicability  of  receiving  your  supplies,  and  to  defending  your¬ 
self  against  superior  forces  sent  against  you  by  any  of  the  avenues  left 
open  to  the  enemy.  If  such  a  position  can  be  obtained,  the  siege  of 
Fort  Fisher  will  not  be  abandoned  until  its  reduction  is  accomplished 
or  another  plan  of  campaign  is  ordered  from  these  headquarters. 

My  own  views  are  that,  if  you  effect  a  landing,  the  uavy  ought  to  run 
a  portion  of  their  fleet  into  Cape  Fear  River,  while  the  balance  of  it 
operates  on  the  outside.  Land  forces  can  not  invest  Fort  Fisher  or  cut 
it  off  from  supplies  or  reinforcements  while  the  river  is  in  possession  of 
the  enemy. 

A  siege  train  will  be  loaded  on  vessels  and  sent  to  Fort  Monroe,  in 
readiness  to  be  sent  to  you  if  required.  All  other  supplies  can  be  drawn 
from  Beaufort  as  you  need  them.  Keep  the  fleet  of  vessels  with  you 
until  your  position  is  assured.  When  you  find  they  can  be  spared, 
order  them  back  or  such  of  them  as  you  can  spare,  to  Fort  Monroe,  to 
report  for  orders.  In  case  of  failure  to  effect  a  landing,  bring  your 
command  back  to  Beaufort  and  report  to  these  headquarters  for  further 
instructions.  You  will  not  debark  at  Beaufort  until  so  directed. 

General  Sheridan  has  been  ordered  to  send  a  division  of  troops  to 
Baltimore  and  place  them  on  seagoing  vessels.  These  troops  will  be 
brought  to  Fort  Monroe  and  kept  there  on  the  vessels  until  you  are 
heard  from.  Should  you  require  them,  they  will  be  sent  you. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Brevet  Major-General  A.  H.  Terry. 


Letter  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army}  to  Hear- Admiral 
Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  proposed  cooperative  measures  of  the 
army  force  under  Major-  General  Terry. 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  3, 1865. 

I  send  Major-General  A.  H.  Terry  with  the  same  troops  General 
Butler  had,  with  one  picked  brigade  added,  to  renew  the  attempt  on 
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Fort  Fislier.  In  addition  to  this  I  have  ordered  General  Sheridan  to 
send  a  division  of  infantry  to  Baltimore  to  be  put  on  seagoing  trans¬ 
ports,  so  that  they  cau  go  also  if  their  services  are  found  necessary. 
This  will  augment  General  Terry’s  force  from  4,000  to  5,000  men.  These 
troops  will  be  at  Fort  Monroe,  if  the  transportation  can  be  obtained 
(there  is  but  little  doubt  it  can),  ready  to  sail  at  an  hour’s  notice.  Gen¬ 
eral  Terry  will  show  you  the  instructions  he  is  acting  under.  My  views 
are  that  Fort  Fisher  can  be  taken  from  the  water  front  only  in  two  ways; 
one  is  to  surprise  the  euemy  when  they  have  an  insufficient  force;  then 
the  other  is  for  the  navy  to  run  into  Cape  Fear  River  with  vessels 
enough  to  contend  against  anything  the  enemy  may  have  there.  If  the 
landing  can  be  effected  before  this  is  done,  well  and  good;  but  if  the 
enemy  are  in  very  strong  force,  a  landing  may  not  be  practicable  until 
we  have  possession  of  the  river. 

General  Terry  will  consult  with  you  fully,  and  will  be  governed  by 
your  suggestions  as  far  as  his  responsibility  for  the  safety  of  his  com¬ 
mand  will  admit  of. 

Hoping  you  all  sorts  of  good  Aveather  and  success,  I  remain,  etc. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  Genera  I. 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-General 
Grant ,  U.  S.  Army,  proposing  measures  of  cooperation. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  3 ,  1865. 

Dear  General:  I  hold  it  to  be  a  good  rule  never  to  send  a  boy  on 
a  man’s  errand,  and  we  must  now  calculate  that  the  rebels,  having 
ascertained  their  weakness,  will  take  measures  to  strengthen  themselves. 
The  great  thing  was  to  effect  a  landing,  ivhich  being  done  everything 
else  was  easy.  The  troops  could  have  fortified  themselves  where  they 
landed  against  100,000  men,  covered  as  they  were  by  over  eighty  heavy 
guns  on  the  gunboats,  strung  all  along  the  beach.  There  is  no  use 
fretting  over  the  past;  we  must  endeavor  to  avoid  mistakes  in  the 
future;  and  if  any  expedition  fails  now  to  take  the  works,  which  Avere 
comparatively  weak  ten  days  ago,  the  sagacity  of  the  leaders  of  the 
late  expedition  Avill  be  applauded.  The  failure  to  assault  the  works  so 
battered  and  the  people  so  demoralized  by  the  dreadful  bombardment, 
will  set  the  rebels  to  work  making  themselves  much  stronger;  and  this 
is  what  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to.  We  can  not  stop  their  work 
without  bringing  the  whole  squadron  into  play  and  firing  away  all  our 
ammunition  before  the  time  comes  for  work.  It  is  no  joke  getting  in 
coal  and  ammunition,  lying  outside.  The  ships  can  only  carry  ten 
hours’  firing.  Now  I  propose  (if  it  is  possible)  that  you  send  every  man 
you  can  spare  here,  with  intrenching  tools  and  fifteen  30  pounders;  the 
last  party  had  not  even  a  spade.  An  army  can  intrench  themselves  at 
Masonboro,  and  stay  as  long  as  they  like,  if  a  typhoon  blows  the  ships 
to  sea.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Sherman.  He  Avants  me  to  time 
my  operations  by  his,  which  I  think  a  good  plan.  We  will  make  a  sure 
thing  of  it;  but  the  troops  and  the  Navy  must  be  ready  to  strike  at  a 
moment’s  notice,  and  when  the  enemy  least  expects  us.  We  will  have 
the  report  spread  that  the  troops  are  to  cooperate  with  Sherman  in  the 
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attack  on  Charleston.  I  hope  Sherman  will  be  allowed *to  carry  out  his 
plans:  he  will  have  Wilmington  in  less  than  a  month,  end  Charleston 
will  fall  like  a  ripe  pear.  I  expect  you  understand  all  this  better  than 
1  do.  I  have  made  arrangements  to  keep  communication  open  with 
Sherman  from  the  time  he  starts.  Captain  Breese  will  give  you  all  the 
latest  news. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly  and  sincerely, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  January  3,  1865. 

Turn  over  all  the  launches  and  large  boats  you  have  to  Lieutenant- 
General  Grant  and  notify  him  by  telegraph. 

By  order  of  Secretary : 

J  G.  V.  Foxv 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk,  Y a. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  plans  for  a  second 

attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

Confidential.]  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  3,  1865. 

Sir:  I  send  th eA.P.  Vance  to  Norfolk  to  expedite  certain  articles 
we  are  in  need  ol,  and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  send  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Breese  to  communicate  with  the  Department  to 
inform  it  of  my  plans  and  arrangements. 

I  also  send  a  letter  received  from  General  Sherman,  submitting  his 
views  to  the  Department. 

I  shall  go  to  work  prudently  and  safely  and  have  no  doubt  of  the 
result  if  the  Army  will  do  its  share  of  the  work. 

Greater  obstacles  will  have  to  be  overcome,  but  as  I  intend  to  make 
my  attack  different  from  the  last,  the  enemy  will  gain  no  insight  into 
my  intentions.  He  will  have  his  hands  full  to  repair  his  works  for  a 
month  to  come,  and  can  not  replace  his  guns  that  have  been  dismounted 
and  injured,  which  I  think  amount  to  about  sixteen.  I  am  glad  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  Department  is  satisfied  with  what  we  have  done.  The 
Navy  never  did  its  work  more  effectually  and  it  is  nothing  to  what  we 
can  do,  as  we  only  tired  one  division  of  guns,  and  the  ordinary  matters 
of  the  ships  were  not  interrupted  by  the  engagements 

General  Sherman’s  letter  was  written  under  the  supposition  that  Gen¬ 
eral  Butler’s  forces  had  attacked  Fort  Fisher,  and  been  repulsed — his 
views  changed  materially  on  hearing  the  true  state  of  the  case. 

We  will  have  a  little  more  difficulty  in  landing,  but  there  are  more 
places  than  one  on  that  coast  where  we  can  effect  it.  The  refitting  and 
replenishing  of  the  squadron  after  so  long  and  severe  an  engagement  is 
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a  slow  business,  especially  as  the  large  ships  have  to  be  off  the  coast, 
where  the  wind  blows  from  seaward  almost  incessantly  and  with  much 
violence.  Two  days  since,  in  a  S.  W.  gale,  the  sea  made  a  clear  breach 
over  them,  almost  putting  out  the  tires  of  the  Susquehanna. 

It  is  good  practice  for  them,  and  will  show  them  what  can  be  done 
when  one  is  determined  to  do  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

lion.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Nary, 

regarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Banshee. 

Navy  Department,  January  3, 1865. 
Sir:  The  Banshee  ha>s  been  detached  from  the  North  Atlantic  Squad¬ 
ron  and  ordered  to  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

(tideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  seizure  of  the 

schooner  Georgia. 


U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Hist,  of  the  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  January  3,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  seized  the  schooner  Georgia,  bound  to  Chowan 
River,  North  Carolina,  she  having  contraband  of  war  on  board,  although 
she  has  passes  signed  by  General  Shepley  and  others. 

I  would  respectfully  request  to  be  informed  what  course  to  pursue  in 
such  cases,  and  what  is  considered  contraband  of  war. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Commanding  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

N.  B. — The  original  of  this  was  sent  to  Norfolk  by  the  trader,  who 
went  north  to  state  his  case. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  King,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wando,  to  convey  dispatch  for  Major-Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 

Beaufort,  N.  C„  January  3, 1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  at  once  with  Wando  under  your  command  to  report  to 
Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron. 
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Have  the  chart  and  dispatch  which  are  given  yon  with  this  for¬ 
warded  to  Major-General  Sherman  without  delay. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commanding  Officer  TJ.  S.  S.  Wando. 

P.  S. — Run  down  the  coast  by  the  Western  Bar,  [Cape  Fear  River], 
and  if  you  see  the  U.  S.  S.  R.  R.  Cuyler  or  Quaker  City ,  direct  her 
commander  to  bring  his  vessel  here  and  report  to  me  without  delay. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Sher¬ 
man ,  TJ.  S.  Army ,  regarding  his  intended  movement  upon  Wilmington , 

N.  C. 

Beaufort,  1ST.  C.,  January  5,  1865. 

My  Dear  General:  Captain  Breese  arrived  this  morning  and  I 
was  glad  to  hear  of  your  intended  movement.  I  know  that  a  move  on 
Wilmington  is  the  only  way  to  go  to  work.  That  kills  Charleston 
without  stopping  on  the  way.  In  fact  it  kills  the  rebellion.  It  leaves 
large  armies  and  navies  to  operate  elsewhere. 

God  speed  you.  I  will  look  out  for  you  and  communicate  with  you 
by  every  opportunity. 

I  send  you  a  letter  from  General  Grant.  You  will  see  what  he  pro¬ 
poses.  But  what  could  have  been  taken  a  week  ago  with  3,000  men 
can  not  now  be  taken  with  less  than  12,000. 

1  will  amuse  the  rebels  in  front  while  you  are  pushing  ahead;  and 
unless  I  see  that  they  are  overconfident  and  do  nothing  more  than 
repair  their  works,  will  wait  a  good  opportunity,  so  that  when  you  strike 
at  Wilmington  I  will  pitch  into  the  forts.  They  may  mount  a  hundred 
guns  more  there,  but  I  can  shut  them  up.  The  fleet  has  never  yet 
tired  more  than  one  division  of  guns  at  one  time,  the  others  resting  and 
looking  on. 

Butler  has  made  a  poor  business  of  it.  “But  it  is  all  right.”  Had 
we  succeeded  it  would  have  made  him  our  next  President,  the  greatest 
calamity  that  could  have  happened  to  the  country. 

I  hope  you  will  yet  have  all  the  credit  of  this  adventure. 

Butler’s  friends  and  partisans  are  trying  to  make  capital  out  of  the 
late  failure,  and  some  of  Butler’s  papers  are  criticising  my  share  in  the 
matter.  You  know  exactly  how  much  I  care  about  attacks  of  that  kind ; 
and  we  did  our  share  so  effectually  that  even  the  Tribune  has  a  hard 
time  in  helping  Butler. 

I  send  you  a  late  plan  of  the  defenses  of  Wilmington,  which  I  am 
not  certain  that  you  have.  It  is  quite  correct. 

I  hope  you  will  communicate  with  me  from  time  to  time,  so  that  I  can 
act  in  concert  with  you.  We  are  certain  to  meet  as  we  have  before 
under  the  walls  of  a  captured  city. 

I  remain,  general,  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Major-General  WTlliam  T.  Sherman,  U.  S.  Army. 
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Confidential  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- 

General  Grant ,  U.  S.  Army ,  requesting  arrangements  for  the  mission  of 

Mr.  Blair. 

Confidential.]  Navy  Department,  January  4 , 1865. 

My  Dear  Sir:  To-day  we  received  dispatches  from  Porter  dated  the 
29th  ultimo,  stating  that  the  enemy  are  removing  the  guus  from  Fort 
Fisher,  preparatory  to  changing  the  arrangement  of  their  defenses. 
The  Philadelphia  Inquirer  of  to-day  has  all  the  information  contained 
in  the  documents  that  have  just  come  from  Richmond  through  General 
Butler’s  headquarters.  I  think  last  summer,  after  my  visit  to  you  with 
General  Gillmore,  that  you  were  under  the  impression  that  one  of  us 
gave  publicity  to  the  object  of  our  visit.  I  trusted  to  time  to  enable 
you  to  discover  all  the  leaks  in  the  vicinity  of  your  headquarters. 
Mr.  Blair,  sr.,  alone,  will  leave  Washington  Saturday,  and  arrive  off 
City  Point  about  noon,  in  the  screw  steamer  Don ,  Captain  Parker,  com¬ 
manding  the  Potomac  Flotilla.  As  he  goes  by  consent  of  the  President, 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Davis,  I  ask  for  Mr.  Blair  that  you  will  make 
arrangements  to  get  him  through  comfortably  as  early  as  practicable, 
and  as  secretly.  I  have  suggested  to  him  to  lay  to  oft  City  Point,  and 
let  an  officer  go  on  shore  from  the  vessel  and  receive  your  directions  as 
to  the  best  method  of  going  through.  The  Don  can  go  up  as  far  as 
desired  and  remain  until  Mr.  Blair  returns,  and  I  will  direct  Captain 
Parker  to  report  to  you  and  receive  any  directions  you  may  give. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this  letter  by  telegraph. 

I  got  the  President  to  put  into  the  old  capitol  the  man  who  caused 
to  be  published  the  Wilmington  expedition.  Yesterday  the  Baltimore 
American  sent  me  word  that  they  had  information  that  another  expe¬ 
dition  was  fitting  out.  1  sent  them  word  that  the  Government  would 
deal  very  summarily  with  the  first  party  who  published  it.  lo-niglit 
Mr.  Gobright,  the  agent  of  the  Associated  Press,  informed  me  that  he 
had  such  news  from  Hampton  Roads,  but  had  suppressed  it. 

I  am,  most  truly,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  V.  Fox. 

General  U.  S.  Grant. 

The  country  will  not  forgive  us  for  another  failure  at  Wilmington, 
and  I  have  so  informed  Porter. 


Report  of  Captain 


Sands ,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  V.  S.  Fort  Jackson 
of  arrival  off  Beaufort.  A .  ('. 


U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Beaufort  Bar ,  January  4, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  my  arrival  here  at  4  p.  in.,  having  gone  to 
New  Inlet  in  obedience  to  your  order,  arriving  there  at  7  a.  m.  this 


I  left°Norfolk  on  January  2,  at  6  p.  m.,  taking  in  1,200  IX-inch  shells 
filled  and  fuzed  for  the  fleet,  with  some  grate  bars  for  the  Kansas  and 

a  large  mail  for  the  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron , 


Flagship  Malvern. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb ,  ZJ.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  persons  fishing  in  the  Hounds  of  North  Carolina. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort .  N.  C.,  January  4,  1865. 

Sir:  Yours  of  28th  ultimo,  in  relation  to  persons  fishing  in  the 
sounds,  has  been  received. 

You  must  use  your  own  judgment  about  such  matters  and  not  appeal 
to  me.  If  you  think  the  fishermen  are  spies  and  are  using  their  boats 
to  plant  torpedoes,  or  otherwise  damaging  our  interests,  stop  their 
work  at  once,  and  break  up  all  the  boats. 

General  Butler  has  no  command  whatever  over  the  water. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter. 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  II.  Macomb. 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  protesting  against  traffic 
under  cover  of  Treasury  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  Confederate 
armies. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District,  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Plymouth ,  January  4,  1865. 
Sir:  I  wish  to  protest  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the  manner  in 
which  certain  parties,  under  cover  of  the  Treasury  regulations,  are  sup¬ 
plying  the  rebel  armies. 

It  appears  that  there  is  a  clause  in  the  Treasury  regulations  for  com¬ 
mercial  intercourse,  etc.,  which  permits  anyone  bringing  out  of  cotton, 
tobacco,  etc.,  to  take  in  return  supplies  and  merchandise  to  the  amount 
of  one-third  of  the  value  of  the  products  brought  out.  This  law  is  a 
mistake;  under  no  circumstances  should  supplies  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  our  lines.  I  seized  the  other  day  a  schooner  with  a  cargo  of 
every  kind  of  contraband  articles,  valued  at  nearly  $7,000,  which  was 
on  its  way  directly  into  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  there  is  very  little  doubt 
that  most  of  it  will  go  to  feed  the  armies  against  which  we'are  fighting. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  refer  this  matter  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  have  a  stop  put  to  this  manner  of  assisting  our 
enemies. 

I  shall  send  a  duplicate  of  this  to  the  admiral.  My  reasons  for  mak¬ 
ing  this  report  direct  to  the  Department  are  that  the  parties  engaged 
in  this  business  will  probably  make  complaints  at  Washington  of  my 
seizure  of  their  property,  and  I  wish  my  reasons  to  be  known.  The 
schooner  (the  Georgia)  is  still  here,  awaiting  directions  from  the 
admiral. 

A  steamer  called  the  Philadelphia,  with  a  large  cargo,  said  to  have 
the  proper  Treasury  permits,  signed  by  General  Shepley,  etc.,  ran  up 
the  Chowan  River  the  other  night  and  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Frank- 
lin,  Va.,  to  sell  her  cargo.  On  her  way  up  a  guard  of  rebel  soldiers 
was  placed  on  board  her  to  take  her  up  in  safety. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Gomdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy , 
regarding  vessels  for  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren,  U.  S.  Navy,  command¬ 
ing  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Navy  Department,  January  5,  1865. 
Sir:  After  operations  are  finished  against  the  outer  defenses  of  Wil¬ 
mington,  send  immediately  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  all  the  vessels, 
including  ironclads,  that  in  your  judgment  can  be  spared  from  the 
North  Atlantic  Squadron.  Let  them  be  efficient  vessels,  drawing  not 
over  18  feet. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqtiadron ,  Hampton  Roads. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  5,  1865. 
Can  you  not  possibly  go  down  the  coast  for  a  few  days'?  1  think  we 
have  fine  sea  steamer  at  Norfolk,  and  I  will  accompany  you.  It  seems 
to  be  worth  a  few  hours  of  the  directing  mind. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

A ssistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  TJ.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Report  of  Captain  Berrien,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk, 
regarding  boats  for  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Commandant’s  Office, 

TJ.  S.  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  January  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
December  29, 1804,  in  relation  to  forwarding  all  the  boats  for  the  North 
Atlantic  Squadron.  The  Aries  will  take  down  two  large  boats,  and 
others  will  be  forwarded  as  opportunities  occur.  I  regret  having  to 
state  that  the  boats  for  which  requisition  was  made  several  weeks  since 
have  not  as  yet  been  furnished  for  the  squadron,  though  these  may 
reach  us  at  any  moment. 

At  the  request  of  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  and  by  order  of  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  six  launches  and  large  boats,  mostly 
belonging  to  vessels  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  have  been  sent 
down  to  Fort  Monroe  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  Of  the  nature  of  the 
service  in  which  these  boats  are  to  be  employed  I  know  nothing. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Captain ,  Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Norfolk. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 
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[Telegram.]  v 

Navy  Department,  January  5, 1865. 

Proceed  to  sea  to-day  if  possible  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter 
off  Beaufort.  When  he  dispenses  with  your  services,  proceed  off 
Charleston  and  report  as  previously  ordered. 

Gideon  Welles, 

/Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Saml.  Magaw, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Lenapee ,  Navy  Yard ,  New  York. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  5,  1865. 
What  steamers  have  you  ready  for  sea  which  can  carry  dispatches? 
Has  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  gone?  If  not,  retain  her  for  further  orders. 
By  order  Secretary: 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Norfolk ,  Ya. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  giving  reasons  for  delay  in 
attacking  the  Confederate  rams  in  James  River. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Aiken"1 s  Landing ,  James  River ,  Virginia ,  January  6’,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  we  have  made  but  little  progress  toward 
attacking  the  rebel  rams  anchored  in  James  River  for  the  last  three 
weeks  for  the  following  reasons,  viz: 

Mr.  Berney  left  this  vessel  on  the  16th  of  December  last  for  N  ew  York, 
to  procure  more  burning  fluid  and  apparatus,  as  he  said,  and  promised 
to  return  in  less  than  a  week,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  him  since 
that  time.  I  have  had  a  plenty  of  volunteers  for  the  work,  both  of 
officers  and  men,  and  the  crew  of  this  vessel  is  well  drilled. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  John  L.  Lay,  in  command  of  the  torpedo 
boat  Spuyten  Duyvil,  left  here  for  New  York  on  the  20th  ultimo  for  shells 
and  necessary  apparatus  and  returned  yesterday.  He  reports  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  him  to  return  to  New  York  to-day,  and  he  will  be 
absent  about  two  weeks  more  to  superintend  the  manufacture  of  some 
newly  invented  and  powerful  shells,  after  which  he  will  soon  be  ready 
to  operate. 

He  reports  that  he  had  an  interview  with  General  Grant,  who  advised 
him  to  wait  till  the  Army  were  ready  to  cooperate,  and  that  General 
Grant  approved  of  his  plans,  and  that  blows  delivered  at  the  same  time 
from  the  Army  and  Navy  would  have  a  much  greater  effect  than  if 
either  one  undertook  to  act  independently  of  the  other  against  the  enemy. 

I  trust  that  this  will  explain  to  you  the  reason  of  the  apparent  inac¬ 
tion  of  this  division.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  we  are  ready  to  act  as 
soon  as  a  proper  opportunity  shall  present  itself. 

I  beg  leave  to  recall  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  ves¬ 
sels  in  the  Fifth  Division  are  short  of  men. 
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All  the  rebel  deserters  who  have  been  examined  on  board  this  vessel 
agree  in  saying  that  the  tires  from  the  monitors  have  caused  but  very 
little  damage  to  the  rebel  batteries.  They  knock  off  a  little  dirt  from 
the  parapets,  but  this  is  easily  repaired  in  the  night.  The  most  serious 
damage  was  done  last  summer,  when  a  gun  at  Rowlett’s  battery  was 
dismounted,  but  not  a  man  has  ever  been  killed  or  wounded  by  the  pro¬ 
jectiles  from  the  monitors. 

The  rebel  deserters  report  that  there  are  many  torpedoes  abreast  of 
Rowlett’s  battery,  and  between  that  and  the  rams,  some  of  which  con¬ 
tain  1,500  to  2,000  pounds  of  powder.  These  are  connected  by  tele¬ 
graphic  wire  with  the  batteries.  There  are  also  many  smaller  ones  con¬ 
taining  50  pounds,  which  are  percussion  shells  anchored  about  4  feet 
below  the  surface  of  the  water. 

Additional  obstructions  have  recently  been  sunk  between  us  and  the 
rebel  rams  by  the  enemy. 

I  have  previously  reported  that  the  canal  at  Dutch  Gap  was  blown 
out,  with  partial  success,  on  the  1st  instant  at  about  4  o’clock  p.  in. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Forth  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  coal  supply. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  6, 1865. 

Sir  :  There  is  not  coal  enough  here  to  supply  the  squadron,  though  I 
think  this  will  not  delay  our  operations.  It  is  very  important  that 
there  should  be  a  large  supply  here  while  the  squadron  is  so  large  on 
this  coast. 

I  understand  that  an  order  has  been  given  to  send  no  more  coal  to 
this  place  for  the  present.  This  is  very  unfortunate,  as  no  one  can  tell 
how  long  the  squadron  will  be  here  and  in  this  neighborhood. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Ron.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Adams, 

U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  coal. 

Beaufort,  January  6,  [1865]. 

Commodore:  We  require  12,000  tons  of  coal  at  this  point  for  imme¬ 
diate  use. 

Respectfully,  yours,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear- A  dmiral. 

Commodore  H.  A.  Adams, 

323  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 'torpedoes  for  use 

against  the  enemy’s  ironclads. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

List.  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  January  6,  1865. 
Admiral  :  I  respectfully  request  that  a  number  of  torpedoes  like  the 
one  picked  up  in  the  Roanoke  Kiver  and  sent  to  you  this  day,  say  luo, 
may  be  made  by  the  Ordnance  Department  and  sent  here  for  use  m 

this  district  against  the  enemy’s  ironclads. 

One  has  been  sent  to  the  Navy  Department,  which  will  serve  as  a 

pattern. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy,  advising  the  barricading  of 

the  Roanoke  River. 

IT.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Dist.  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  January  6, 1865. 

Admiral:  I  think  that  this  river  should  be  barricaded,  so  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  from  bringing  out  his  ironclad,  which,  from  all  accounts, 
is  within  five  or  six  months  of  completion. 

This  might  be  done  in  two  ways— by  sinking  vessels  in  the  river 
(twelve  good  sized  schooners  sunk  stem  upstream  would  be  sufficient) 
or  by  building  a  regular  causeway  of  cob  work  across  the  stream,  leav¬ 
ing  sluices  for  the  water  to  flow  through.  The  latter  of  these  methods 
is  perhaps  the  most  effectual,  but  the  former  is  much  more  easily  accom¬ 
plished.  I  would  respectfully  request  instructions  on  this  subject,  and 
if  you  decide  on  the  latter  method,  please  have  some  schooners  sent 
out,  as  I  have  but  three  that  can  be  used. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  New 
Ironsides,  regarding  effects  of  heavy  weather. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  7, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  last  night  parted  my  chain, 
the  ship  pitching  very  heavily.  A  heavy  sea  boarded  us. 

The  ship  shows  in  every  part  the  effects  of  heavy  weather,  works 
badly,  and  leaks  considerably,  feeling  much  the  want  of  her  rudder. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Ironclad  Division. 

Rear-Amiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy ,  acknowledging  the  Depart¬ 
ments  general  order  regarding  trade  with  the  Confederate  States. 


U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Dist.  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  January  7, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  received  from  Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  the 
Department’s  General  Order  No.  42,  in  relation  to  the  late  executive 
order  in  regard  to  trade  with  the  rebellious  States. 

My  letter  of  the  5th  instant  was  written  before  the  receipt  of  that 
order,  and  at  a  time  when  I  found  that  it  was  being  abused  by  certain 
parties,  who  took  advantage  of  it  to  carry  large  quantities  of  supplies 
into  a  part  of  the  country  in  the  immediate  possession  of  the  enemy. 
I  need  not  say  that  the  above  order  will  be  carried  out  by  me,  especially 
that  part  which  forbids  contraband  of  war  from  being  taken  into  the 
enemy’s  country. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secreta  ry  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  First  Assistant  Engineer  Lay ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral 
Gregory ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  reporting  an  interview  with  General  Grant  regard¬ 
ing  proposed  plan  for  the  destruction  of  Confederate  ironclads  in  the 
James  River. 

New  York,  January  8,  1865. 

Admiral:  On  my  return  to  the  James  River  I  had  an  interview  with 
General  Grant,  who  approved  of  the  plan  proposed  to  destroy  the  rebel 
fleet  and  remove  the  obstructions  in  James  River,  but  he  deemed  it 
advisable  not  to  make  a  demonstration  until  there  was  a  combined 
movement  by  the  Army  and  Navy,  which,  as  he  remarked,  would  greatly 
increase  the  chances  for  success.  Commander  Parker  approved  of  the 
suggestions  made  by  the  general,  and  deemed  it  advisable  in  the  mean¬ 
time  to  strengthen  the  vessel  and  render  her  as  formidable  as  possible, 
and  in  view  of  this  has  given  me  orders  to  proceed  to  New  York  (a  copy 
of  which  I  enclose)  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements.  I  herewith 
enclose  a  requisition  for  the  necessary  deck  plates  and  shells,  wdiich  I 
desire  to  procure  at  the  earliest  moment.  It  may  be  proper  for  me  to 
add  that  my  interview  with  General  Grant  was  for  the  purpose  of  secur¬ 
ing  his  cooperation  in  clearing  the  river  of  obstructions  and  destroying 
the  rebel  fleet.  The  interview  was  proposed  by  Commander  Parker, 
and  from  him  I  received  a  letter  of  introduction  to  the  general. 

I  am,  very  respect  fully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Lay, 

Commanding  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

[Rearj-Admiral  F.  H.  Gregory,  U.  S.  Navy, 

General  Superintendent  Ironclads ,  New  York. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant- Commander  Morris,  U.S. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shawmut. 

Navy  Department,  January  9,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Shawmut  off  Wilmington  and  report 
for  duty  in  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Geo.  U.  Morris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shawmut,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  at  New 

Berne,  N.  C.,  regarding  coal. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  9, 1865. 
Sir:  Some  ten  days  since  I  ordered  all  the  coal  at  Hatteras  Inlet  to 
be  sent  here  at  once,  since  which  I  have  heard  nothing  from  it.  Go 
there  yourself  if  necessary  and  start  them  out  at  once. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Young ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  senior  officer  off 
Western  Bar,  regarding  the  vessels  on  that  station. 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  9, 1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  General  Order  No.  63,  I  herewith  enclose 
a  tracing  of  chart  containing  the  stations  of  •  vessels  on  blockade 
duty  on  the  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River.  The  following  vessels 
have  performed  duty  as  bar  blockaders  at  intervals  since  the  1st  of 
December,  1864:  Maratanza,  Britannia,  Aries,  Dumbarton ,  Moccasin, 
Bolus,  Bignonia ,  Nansemond ,  Vicksburg,  Nyack,  Tristram  Shandy,  Little 
Ada,  and  Emma.  Two  blockade  runners  have  been  beached  during 
the  month.  The  Ella,  which  was  forced  on  shore  and  afterwards  tired 
by  the  Emma,  and  another,  name  unknown,  was  run  on  shore  about 
the  night  of  the  25th  ultimo  and  shelled  by  the  Monticello  and  Eolus 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  [27th],  and  since  has  been  forced  up  on 
the  beach  by  the  heavy  southerly  weather  we  have  had  since  the  25tli, 
so  that  she  can  never  be  got  afloat  again. 

If  the  vessels  are  to  be  supplied  coal  by  schooners  from  Beaufort,  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  they  may  be  compelled  to  have  good 
ground  tackle,  as  they  have  been  a  source  of  great  anxiety,  expecting 
some  of  them  to  break  adrift  and  be  beached  on  Smith’s  Island  before 
any  of  us  could  render  them  the  necessary  assistance. 

I  would  also  suggest  that  a  launch  that  will  carry  from  10  to  15  tons 
of  coal  be  furnished,  so  that  the  small  vessels  can  use  her  in  coaling 
when  the  sea  is  too  rough  to  lay  alongside  of  the  schooner,  which  is 
the  case  in  five  days  out  of  the  week.  I  have  used  and  loaned  the 
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small  vessels  this  vessel’s  launch  and  first  cutter,  but  the  consequent 
rough  usage  knocks  the  boats  to  pieces  and  keeps  the  ship’s  carpenter 
constantly  at  work  to  keep  them  in  repair.  The  boats  are  too  slightly 
built  for  the  service  required. 

By  sending  a  launch  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  the  tugs  and  schooners 
will  be  avoided.  As  nearly  every  one  of  the  tugs  goes  alongside  to 
coal,  some  damage  is  done  to  one  or  the  other. 

1  would  respectfully  request  permission  to  get  from  the  storehouse  a 
large  iron  buoy  to  pat  down  in  soft  bottom,  so  as  to  enable  vessels  in 
heavy  weather  to  find  good  anchorage  and  to  serve  as  a  guide  for 
vessels  running  into  the  station  at  night  when  it  sets  in  thick.  The 
buoy  now  moored  is  rope- strapped,  and  consequently  is  getting  adrift 
frequently. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G-eo.  VV.  Young, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  II.  8.  Navy,  Senior  Officer. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  If.  8. 

Navy,  regarding  cooperation  with  army  forces. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  9,  1865. 

Sir:  Do  not  undertake  anymore  expeditions  with  any  of  Butler’s 
party;  they  are  not  to  be  depended  upon. 

I  do  not  wish  the  picket  launch  used  for  any  purpose  whatever,  but 
kept  in  case  a  ram  comes  down. 

When  you  want  any  more  gas  for  the  calcium  light,  send  to  Mr.  Grant, 
the  inventor,  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  get  three  or  four  cylinders. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Commander  W.  B.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds ,  etc. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  regarding 
the  system  of  illegal  traffic  in  the  sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Dist.  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  off  Plymouth,  January  9,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  interesting  report 
of  an  investigation  made  in  the  system  of  carrying  on  trade  with  the 
rebellious  States,  as  practiced  in  this  district  under  licenses,  permits, 
and  papers  from  General  Shepley  and  the  Treasury  authorities  of 
Norfolk,  Va.  You  will  perceive  by  this  how  much  the  law  and  the 
privileges  of  purchasing  cotton  and  other  products  of  the  insurrectionary 
States  are  hereby  abused  by  those  engaged  in  it,  and  all  this  under 
authority  of  the  Government. 

I  also  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  of  a  large  trading  and 
supply  storehouse  having  been  established  at  South  Mills,  situated 
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at  the  junction  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal  and  the  Pasquotank  River, 

well  above  Elizabeth  City.  „  .  ,,  e  . 

I  quite  coincide  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Ceres  m  the  tact 
that  the  rebel  army  are  receiving  large  amounts  of  supplies  through 
these  sources.  Under  these  circumstances  it  would  appear  an  anomaly 
to  blockade  a  port  on  the  coast  and  then  open  trade  for  supplying  the 
enemy  but  a  short  distance  in  the  interior. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander ,  Comdg.  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

To  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern,  Beaufort,  A.  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Off  Plymouth , 


U.  S.  S.  Ceres, 

N.  C.,  January  9,  1865. 


Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  4tli  instant,  I  proceeded 
with  the  U.  S.  S.  Ceres  under  my  command  to  North  River,  Albemarle 
Sound.  I  dragged  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  that  river,  but  found 
nothing.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake  and  Albemarle 
Canal  and  visited  the  supply  store  of  C.  C.  Poole,  at  Coanjock  Bridge. 
From  Mr.  Johnston,  a  partner,  I  learned  that  the  permit  to  keep  the 
store  was  in  possession  of  Mr.  Poole,  then  at  Norfolk,  but  from  papers 
(invoices,  permits  to  pass  goods,  etc.)  signed  by  the  military  authorities 
at  Norfolk,  I  believe  that  they  have  proper  authority  for  keeping  the 
same.  I  found  about  $30,000  worth  of  goods  on  the  premises,  and  was 
told  by  Mr.  Johnston  that  the  permit  for  the  excess  of  goods  over 
$3,000  was  also  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Poole,  and  that  it  was  granted  by 
the  commanding  general  at  Norfolk.  I  also  learned  from  Mr.  Johnston 
that  they  had  received  and  sold  goods  to  the  amount  of  $60,000  since 
the  1st  of  November,  1864.  Major  McLaughlin,  commanding  the  post, 
states  that  the  sales  since  November  21,  1864,  amount  at  least  to 
$100,000.  Mr.  Johnston  states,  in  evidence  of  his  intention  to  deal 
fairly  by  the  Government,  that  he  applied  to  the  commanding  general 
at  Norfolk  that  some  one  in  authority  should  be  appointed  to  regulate 
the  trade  at  Coanjock  Bridge  (upon  which  Lieutenant  Dodge  was 
detailed  for  that  purpose;  accompanying  please  find  a  copy  of  his 
orders) ;  also  that  he  does  not  deal  in  articles  prohibited  by  the  military 
authorities,  namely,  boots,  shoes  (for  men),  beef,  pork,  bacon,  or  leather, 
'which,  from  what  I  can  learn,  are  considered  as  contraband. 

In  relation  to  the  schooner  Georgia,  Mr.  Johnston  states  that  it  is  an 
entirely  distinct  affair,  having  no  connection  with  the  store.  A  portion 
of  the  cargo  belongs  to  parties  who  have  no  interest  therein,  at  the 
same  time  protesting  that  all  requirements  of  the  Treasury  Depart¬ 
ment  have  been  complied  with,  and  offers  in  evidence  of  their  good 
intentions  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter  in 
relation  to  the  shipment  of  goods,  which  copy  please  find  accompany¬ 
ing  this  report. 

After  having  obtained  this  information  from  the  parties  at  the  bridge. 
I  proceeded  to  Roanoke  Island.  On  my  way  there  I  captured  a  small 
boat  containing  a  rebel  soldier,  also  a  lot  of  beef,  fish,  and  1  box 
addressed  to  Caleb  G.  Overton,  North  Carolina  Volunteers.  After 
having  turned  over  the  above-mentioned  soldier  to  the  provost-marshal 
at  Roanoke  Island,  I  proceeded  to  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  as  I  had  been 
informed  that  a  schooner  loaded  with  goods  had  left  the  canal  for  that 
place.  On  my  arrival  there,  I  found  the  schooner  Emma  D.,  whose 
cargo  had  been  disposed  of  by  the  owner  of  it,  a  Mr.  Cobb.  The  papers 
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of  the  vessel  and  cargo  were  all  right,  the  proper  clearance  and  permits 
being  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cobb,  from  whom  I  obtained  them.  I 
found  at  Elizabeth  City  a  store  kept  by  William  H.  Clark,  said  by  him 
to  be  a  branch  of  the  store  at  Coaujock  Bridge.  What  authority  they 
have  for  establishing  it  I  can  not  say,  but  from  papers  shown  me  by 
Mr.  Clark  I  think  the  military  authorities  at  Norfolk  recognize  their 
right  to  do  it.  The  store  contained  goods  to  the  amount  of  about  $5,000 
worth.  I  learned  from  the  citizens  at  Elizabeth  City,  as  well  as  from 
Major  McLaughlin  at  Coanjock  Bridge,  that  there  was  a  very  large 
supply  store  located  at  South  Mills,  Camden  County,  which  was  prob¬ 
ably  doing  twice  as  much  business  as  all  the  others  in  this  part  of  the 
country;  also  that  a  number  of  small  stores  had  been  reopened  through 
the  lower  counties. 

From  the  information  that  I  received,  I  am  led  to  believe  there  were 
not  near  as  large  amounts  of  goods  brought  into  the  six  lower  counties 
in  the  most  prosperous  times  as  there  are  at  present,  while,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  poverty  and  diminution  of  population,  the  demand  should  be 
much  less  than  before  the  war.  It  is  acknowledged  by  all,  and  even 
admitted  by  the  dealers  themselves,  that  the  greatest  portion  of  the 
goods  find  their  way  into  the  country  under  the  control  of  the  rebels, 
the  largest  part  of  the  goods  going  across  the  different  ferries  on  the 
Chowan.  There  is  a  considerable  trade  springing  up  between  Tyrrell 
County  and  Elizabeth  City,  also  to  Coanjock  Bridge.  Major  McLaugh¬ 
lin  informed  me  that  three  boats  left  that  place  for  Little  Alligator 
River  on  the  3d  of  the  present  month,  carrying  considerable  amounts 
of  goods  across,  and  I  was  informed  that  large  quantities  of  goods  are 
taken  from  Elizabeth  City  to  the  same  place.  In  many  places  this 
trade  is  irregular,  and  boats  employed  in  it  are  liable  to  seizure.  From 
Elizabeth  City  1  returned  to  this  place,  and  have  the  honor  to  present 
this  report. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  fl.  Foster, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commander  Nichols ,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures  taken  for 

supplying  coal. 

U.  S.  S.  Mendota, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  10,  1865. 

Admiral:  Your  orders  of  the  3d,  5th,  and  Cth  instant,  to  send  coal 
to  Beaufort,  have  been  received.  Not  having  time  to  write  by  the 
Aries,  I  requested  Fleet  Captain  Breese  to  inform  you  of  what  I  had 
done  and  was  doing  in  the  matter.  The  schooners  Burrows  C.,  Eliza 
Neal,  and  William  H.  Dennis  are  on  their  way  with  upward  of  800 
tons,  and  I  have  two  schooners  loading  at  the  yard  about  500  tons 
more.  I  shall  charter  or  seize  as  many  as  I  can  that  are  suitable,  and 
dispatch  them  as  rapidly  as  possible.  At  present  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
seaworthy  vessels,  and  the  few  that  are  fit  are  unwilling  to  go,  render¬ 
ing  it  necessary  to  seize  them.  When  your  first  order  was  received, 
6th  or  7th,  there  were  but  three  schooners  with  coal  for  the  Navy  here 
(the  three  above  named).  To  one  of  them,  the  Burrows  C.,  I  furnished 
a  man,  and  she  started  without  any  fuss.  The  Eliza  Neal  protested  on 
account  of  bad  sails.  I  sent  two  of  my  officers  and  sailmaker’s  mate  to 
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survey,  and  they  pronounced  the  sails  good.  I  assuffied  the  marine 
risk  on  the  vessel,  gave  her  a  man,  and  got  her  off  after  some  trouble. 
The  William  H.  Dennis  had  no  captain  or  crew;  only  an  inexperienced 
lad  as  mate  and  one  man.  I  placed  Acting  Ensign  [W.  13.]  Barnes,  of 
this  vessel,  in  charge,  with  these  men.  On  applying  to  the  quarter¬ 
master  for  coal,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  but  two  cargoes  afloat,  and 
had  ordered  both  to  Beaufort.  I  have  ordered  a  barge  to  be  loaded  to 
send  up  James  River,  and  have  requested  Captain  Parker  to  send  down 
a  seagoing  vessel,  if  he  has  one  in  the  river.  I  shall  hurry  coal  along 
as  fast  as  I  can  procure  suitable  vessels.  The  Chief  of  Bureau  tele¬ 
graphs  to  me  that  large  supplies  of  coal  have  been  ordered  from  Phila¬ 
delphia,  but,  as  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  is  uncertain  at  this 
season,  I  shall  continue  my  efforts  to  dispatch  coal  from  this  place.  I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  in  chartering  vessels  in  future  prefer¬ 
ence  should  be  given  to  those  vessels  that  are  in  proper  condition  to 
extend  their  voyage,  and  whose  captains  make  no  objections  to  doing 
so,  and  who  remain  by  their  vessels  ready  for  service. 

One  of  the  vessels  that  I  am  now  having  loaded  at  the  yard  was  par¬ 
tially  discharged,  and  her  captain  is  absent.  If  he  does  not  return  in 
time  l  shall  have  to  put  an  officer  in  charge.  Two  vessels  that  have 
just  discharged  coal  for  the  Navy  can  not  take  a  freight  for  Beaufort, 
because  their  sails  are  not  fit  for  the  voyage.  I  have  satisfied  myself 
of  this  by  a  personal  examination.  These  cases  that  I  have  mentioned 
I  shall  report  to  the  Bureau  and  to  Commodore  Adams.  These  coal 
captains  know  that  there  is  a  large  supply  of  coal  here,  and  it  would 
seem  as  though  they  felt  certain  of  a  long  lay  or  demurrage,  and  as 
the  run  from  Philadelphia  is  a  short  one,  by  watching  a  favorable  chance 
they  are  sure  of  making  it  safely  and  make  enough  out  of  the  demur¬ 
rage  to  get  a  new  suit  of  sails,  or  worry  through  the  winter  at  anchor, 
and  the  old  sails  are  good  enough  for  the  next  summer. 

The  Chicopee  arrived  this  morning  from  the  sounds  and  has  gone  to 
the  yard  for  repairs.  The  tubes  in  our  boilers  are  beginning  to  be 
troublesome  by  giving  out,  and  we  are  plugging  the  defective  ones  as 
fast  as  they  show  themselves.  Owing  to  the  settling  of  the  vessel 
amidships,  the  framing  of  the  engine-room  hatch  bears  hard  against  the 
eccentrics  and  we  have  had  to  cut  away  three  times,  and  I  am  afraid 
will  have  to  cut  still  more.  She  is  contract  built  and  weak. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  admiral,  in  all  your  undertakings, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander  and  Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Hoads. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Bear -Admiral  Dorter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Devens ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 

Beaufort,  N.  C.,  January  10,  1865. 
Sir:  Proceed  off  New  Inlet  with  the  Tristram  Shandy  and  report  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  there  for  blockade  duty. 

Respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Devens, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  vessels  to  he  omitted  from  the  semimonthly  list. 

Navy  Department,  January  10, 1865. 
Sir:  Hereafter  in  preparing  your  semimonthly  list  of  vessels,  those 
that  have  been  sent  to  Northern  yards  for  extensive  repairs  will  not  be 
included,  as  there  is  no  certainty  of  their  being  returned  to  the  squad¬ 
ron.  The  following,  therefore,  should  be  omitted:  Augusta,  Calypso , 
Mercedita,  Grand  Gulf,  Dacotah,  and  Niphon.  The  following  on  your 
last  list  have  been  assigned  to  other  stations  or  commands:  Banshee, 
Morse,  State  of  Georgia,  St.  Lawrence,  Tallapoosa,  and  Saco. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  off  Wilmington,  N.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rolando,  If.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  certain  vessels  of  the  squadron. 


Beaufort,  N.  0.,  January  10, 1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  ordered  the  Monticello,  Gettysburg,  Cherokee,  Lilian ,  and 
Tristram  Shandy  to  New  Inlet. 

On  their  arrival  you  will  repair  to  this  anchorage  with  the  Keystone 
State  for  coal  and  supplies. 

Tow  the  Emma  up  with  you  and  direct  the  ILowquah  to  return  here 
before  her  coal  is  entirely  out. 

Respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commander  H.  Rolando, 

Commanding  Keystone  State. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  copy  of  a  report 
regarding  infringements  of  trade  regulations  and  capture  of  the  schooner 
Triumph. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Hist.  Sounds  of  N.  C.,  off  Plymouth,  N.  G.,  January  10,  1865. 
Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  English  of  a  visit  made  by  the  Wyalusing  up  the 
Perquimans  River  to  Hertford,  which  goes  still  further  to  expose  the 
abuse  practiced  of  the  regulations  for  trade  from  Norfolk  in  this  section. 

It  will  give  you  an  idea  how  readily  the  rebel  army  is  supplied  from 
that  place. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commander,  Commanding  District  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Plymouth ,  N.  C.,  January  9,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  5th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  to  the 
Perquimans  River  and  town  of  Hertford,  where  1  had  an  interview 
with  such  of  the  municipal  authorities  as  I  could  find.  It  seems  that 
since  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  there  have  been  no  town  elec¬ 
tions  held  in  that  place.  In  consequence  of  not  finding  any  responsible 
person  to  communicate  your  order  to,  1  had  circulated  and  posted  in 
the  town  and  on  either  bank  of  the  river  several  circulars,  a  copy  ol 
which  I  enclose.  On  my  return  I  captured  at  the  mouth  of  the  Per¬ 
quimans  River  the  schooner  Triumph ,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo. 
Among  the  items  was  a  large  quantity  of  salt,  which  on  some  parts  ot 
the  blockaded  coast  is  contraband  of  war,  and  vessels  found  with  it  on 
board  are  condemned  by  the  courts.  She  cleared  from  Norfolk.  I  have 
brought  her  hereto  await  the  decision  of  the  higher  authorities.  I  found 
the  people,  with  few  exceptions,  entirely  hostile  to  the  Government. 
They  admit  that  large  quantities  of  goods  of  all  kinds  are  passing 
through  from  Norfolk,  most  of  which  find  their  way  in  to  the  rebel  army, 
and  that  Norfolk  has  been  of  more  benefit  to  their  (the  rebel)  cause 
since  we  occupied  it  than  while  it  was  in  their  hands.  All  aie  veiy 
comfortably  clad,  and  none  seemed  to  be  in  want.  They  have  killed  a 
large  number  of  hogs,  having  had  an  abundance  ot  salt  to  pack  it  with, 
which  they  state  comes  from  Norfolk.  They  trade  the  surplus  pork  to 
the  rebel  agents  for  cotton  (so  I  am  informed),  pound  for  pound,  which 
must  certainly  be  very  profitable  to  some  one.  I  should  hardly  consider 
it  necessary  to  have  a  vessel  stationed  there  permanently,  as  the  trade 
is  carried  on  principally  inland. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Earl  English, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Wyalusing. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

[Subenelosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wyalusing, 

Off  Hertford,  N.  C.,  January  6,  1865. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Hertford  and  vicinity: 

Should  any  hostile  acts  be  performed  in  the  Perquimans  River,  or  the 
sound  near  its  mouth,  by  which  any  U.  S.  Government  vessel  or  prop¬ 
erty  is  injured  or  destroyed,  or  anything  done  by  which  the  free  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  river  is  disturbed,  the  citizens  and  property  holders  will  be 
held  accountable  to  the  value  of  the  property  thus  destroyed  or  injured. 

The  above  notification  is  by  order  of  Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 
commanding  U.  S.  naval  forces,  District  of  Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

Earl  English, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Capture  of  the  steamer  Philadelphia,  January  10,  1865. 

Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina, 

Plymouth,  January  13,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant  the 
U.  S.  S.  Valley  City  captured  the  steamer  Philadelphia,  which  steamer 
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had  eluded  the  fleet  while  they  were  up  the  Roanoke  and  slipped  up 
the  Chowan  River,  where  she  had  sold  out  her  cargo  of  supplies,  valued 
at  several  thousand  dollars,  and  whence  she  was  returning  when  cap¬ 
tured.  She  has  passes  and  certificates  in  accordance  with  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  General  Order  No.  42,  bnt  has  violated  that  order  by  having  as 
part  of  her  cargo  boots,  shoes,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds,  all  of  which 
are,  in  my  opinion,  contraband  of  war.  I  respectfully  request  your 
orders  as  to  her  disposal,  and  also  of  the  cotton  which  she  has  on  board. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  Sounds ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Statement  of  Kader  Winslow,  a  citizen  of  Chowan  County,  N.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 

Off  Camp  Winfield ,  Chowan  County ,  N.  C .,  January  12 ,  1865. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I,  Kader  Winslow,  a  citizen  of  Chowan  County, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  having  been  duly  sworn,  do  hereby 
testify  as  follows :  That  on  or  about  the  4th  day  of  J anuary,  A.  D.  1805, 
while  at  Murfrees  Station,  Va.,  on  the  Weldon  and  Franklin  Railroad, 
I  was  there  told  by  Mr.  Jacob  Leno,  a  resident  of  Murfrees  Station  and 
a  citizen  of  Southhampton  County,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  that  the 
steamer  Philadelphia  was  at  that  time  about  2  miles  below  Nottoway 
Bridge,  on  the  Nottoway  River,  trading  groceries,  shirtings,  pantaloon- 
ings,  etc.,  for  cotton.  A  portion  of  the  said  groceries,  shirtings,  panta- 
loonings,  etc.,  I  saw  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Jacob  Leno,  who  stated 
that  he  had  received  them  from  the  said  steamer. 

And  I  do  hereby  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief  the  said  steamer  Philadelphia  was  at  that  time 
in  the  Nottoway  River,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  So  help  me  God. 

Kader  (his  x  mark)  Winslow. 

Witness: 

J.  W.  Sands, 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster ,  U.  S.  Wavy. 


Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  12th  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
1865. 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 

Acting  Master ,  Commanding. 


Witnesses : 

John  M.  Batten, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 
Milton  Webster, 

Acting  Ensign. 


The  above  affidavit  proves  that  the  Philadelphia  went  into  the  State 
of  Virginia  and  out  of  the  Chowan  River,  for  which  river  only  her  per¬ 
mit  was  granted. 

M. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Brooks,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  -S.  Valley  City. 


U.  S.  S.  Valley  City, 
Plymouth ,  N.  G.,  January  11,  1865. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  orders,  I  cruised  up  the  Chowan  River, 
watching  for  the  steamer  Philadelphia,  which  was  known  to  have  gone 

up  that  river  into  the  enemy’s  country.  , 

I  proceeded  as  far  as  Wintou,  a  point  beyond  which  it  is  deemed 
imprudent  to  go,  and  where  the  enemy  has  a  picket  station,  but  saw 
nothing  of  her.  I  afterwards  learned  that  she  had  gone  to  Franklin,  on 
the  Blackwater  River,  and  was  exchanging  medicines,  salt,  boots,  and 
shoes  for  cotton,  having  taken  on  board  at  Wintou  a  number  ot  the 
enemy’s  pickets  to  pass  her  beyond  that  point. 

At  12  m.  yesterday,  while  laying  off  Pool’s  Landing,  saw  a  steamer 
coming  down  the  river,  and  immediately  made  after  her,  she  proving  to 
be  the  Philadelphia ,  with  257  bales  of  cotton  and  150  pounds  of  tobacco, 
manufactured  at  Petersburg,  Va.  Sent  an  officer  and  prize  crew  on 


board  and  took  her  in  tow.  ,  . 

At  the  time  of  discovery  she  had  no  colors  up,  but  set  them  when  she 

found  we  were  making  for  her. 

The  enemy  had  evidently  been  expecting  this  steamer,  and  1  am  told 
had  sent  an  agent  to  Edenton  to  ascertain  when  she  was  coming. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  on  board: 

George  W.  Lane,  captain;  Thomas  Upton,  passenger;  Logan  Hurst, 
supercargo;  George  Mowry,  engineer;  Andrew  Houston,  fireman; 
Elijah  Knox,  pilot;  James  F.  Webber,  deck  hand;  Margaret  Sullivan, 
stewardess. 

I  herewith  enclose  papers,  etc. 

There  are  also  $700  in  greenbacks  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  J.  Brooks, 
Acting  Master,  Commanding. 


Commander  Wm.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  Sounds. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  send  the 

prize  steamer  to  New  York. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  23,  1865. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  reporting  capture  of  steamer 
Philadelphia,  has  been  received. 

You  will  send  the  Philadelphia ,  with  a  prize  crew  on  board,  and  all 
the  evidence  against  her,  to  New  York. 

Hereafter  you  will  seize  every  vessel  afloat  that  has  contraband  of 
war  in  her,  or  that  attempts  to  trade  outside  of  our  lines. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 

the  captain  of  the  prize  steamer. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Gape  Fear  River ,  January  23,  1805. 
Sir:  You  will  endeavor  to  catch  the  man  Lane,  and  also  get  all  the 
inlormation  you  can  in  regard  to  the  contraband  trade  which  has  been 
going  on  in  your  district. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahl- 
gren,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  delivery  of  charts  and  letter  to  General 
Sherman,  TJ.  S.  Army. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  13, 1865. 
Admiral  :  I  send  the  Britannia  down  with  charts  and  letter  for 
General  Sherman.  As  it  is  important  that  General  Sherman  should 
receive  these,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  see  that  they  are  delivered  to 
him  and  order  the  Britannia  to  return  to  me? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Fort  Royal. 


Second  attack  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  January  13-15,  1865. 

General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  plan  of  attack. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  78.  \  Flagship  Malvern,  January  2,  1865. 

The  order  of  attack  for  the  next  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  will  be 
as  follows : 

The  New  Ironsides,  Commodore  Radford,  will  lead  in  and  anchor  with 
the  center  of  the  northeast  face  of  the  fort  bearing  W.  by  S.  S.,  the 
monitors  following.  The  ironclads  will  anchor  in  succession,  as  follows: 
The  Dictator  will  anchor  close  to  and  but  a  length  ahead  and  outside 
of  the  New  Ironsides.  The  Mahopac,  Canonicus,  and  Saugus  will  anchor 
in  line  close  together,  between  the  New  Ironsides  and  the  beach,  and 
the  Monadnock  will  select  a  position  in  the  same  line,  so  that  she  will 
have  room  to  swing  and  bring  both  turrets  to  bear. 

When  these  vessels  are  fairly  engaged,  signal  will  be  made  to  the 
Brooklyn  to  go  in  and  engage  the  enemy,  taking  her  position  at  anchor 
close  under  the  stern  of  the  New  Ironsides,  with  her  broadside  bearing 
on  Fort  Fisher.  The  Brooklyn  will  be  followed  in  by  the  Mohican, 
Tacony,  Kansas,  Unadilla,  Huron,  Maumee,  Pawtuxet,  Seneca,  Pontoosuc , 
Nyack,  Yantic,  and  Nereus,  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  marked  on 
the  chart.  The  line,  when  anchored,  should  be  with  the  Brooklyn 
bearing  about  S.  by  E.  This  will  be  line  of  battle  No.  1. 
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Line  of  battle  No.  2  will  take  position  when  the  leading  vessel  of  line 
No.  1  is  anchored,  with  the  Minnesota  leading,  Colorado  next,  Wabash , 
Susquehanna ,  Powhatan ,  Juniata ,  Shenandoah ,  Ticonderoga.  After  the 
Minnesota  anchors  in  her  old  place  (or  closer),  where  her  guns  will  clear 
the  New  Ironsides ,  the  Colorado  will  pass  her  and  anchor,  both  ships 
firing  slowly  to  get  their  range  as  they  go  in.  When  the  Colorado  is 
anchored  and  firing  with  effect  all  the  vessels  of  line  No.  2  will  anchor 
in  position  exactly  as  they  did  on  a  previous  occasion. 

The  Vander hilt  will  then  anchor  a  little  outside  of  and  between  the 
Colorado  and  Wabash ,  Mackinaw  between  Susquehanna  and  Wabash ,  and 
Tuscarora  between  Juniata  and  Powhatan. 

When  line  No.  2  has  anchored,  line  No.  3  will  take  position,  the  Santi¬ 
ago  de  Cuba  leading,  which  vessel  will  anchor  with  the  center  of  the 
southeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher  N.W.  \  N.,  or  just  ahead  of  the  Ticonder¬ 
oga.  The  Fort  Jackson  will  then  pass  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  anchor 
as  close  as  she  can  get;  the  Osceola  will  pass  the  Fort  Jaclcson  and 
anchor,  and  so  on  with  Sassacus ,  Chippewa,  IL  E.  Cuyler ,  Maratanza , 
Rhode  Island ,  Monticello,  Alabama ,  Montgomery ,  Keystone  State ,  Quaker 
City ,  ending  with  the  Iosco. 

When  signal  is  made  to  form  line  of  battle,  all  the  vessels  of  lines  Nos. 
1,  2,  and  3  will  fall  in  line  in  the  order  mentioned,  the  Brooklyn  leading 
line  No.  1,  Minnesota  line  No.  2,  and  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  line  No.  3. 
When  any  vessel  is  missing  the  vessels  behind  must  close  up.  All  the 
vessels  can,  with  safety,  get  in  closer  than  they  did  the  last  time.  For 
this  they  must  depend  on  the  lead  and  past  experience. 

All  firing  against  earthworks  when  the  shell  burst  in  the  air  is  thrown 
away.  The  object  is  to  lodge  the  shell  in  the  parapets,  and  tear  away 
the  traverses  under  which  the  bombproofs  are  located.  A  shell  now  and 
then  exploding  over  a  gun  en  barbette  may  have  good  effect,  but  there  is 
nothing  like  lodging  the  shell  before  it  explodes.  The  red  lines  on  the 
chart  indicate  the  object  each  vessel  is  to  fire  at  as  near  as  we  can  make 
out  the  works. 

In  case  it  is  determined  to  land  the  troops  before  engaging  the  forts, 
signal  will  be  made.  Each  vessel  will  have  her  boats  in  readiness  to  dis¬ 
embark  the  troops  as  rapidly  as  possible.  When  the  signal  is  made  they 
will  run  in  and  anchor  close  to  the  shore,  covering  the  landing  with  their 
guns.  The  paddle  steamers  will  not  use  their  paddle  boats  (but  only 
their  davit  boats)  unless  ordered  to  do  so.  All  these  things  will  be 
regulated  by  signal.  All  the  precautions  observed  in  General  Order 
Fo.  75  will  be  observed  on  this  occasion. 

Fire  deliberately.  Fill  the  vessels  up  with  every  shell  they  can  carry, 
and  fire  to  dismount  the  guns  and  knock  away  the  traverses.  The  angle 
near  the  ships  has  heavy  casemates;  knock  it  away.  Concentrate  fire 
always  on  one  point.  With  the  guns  disabled  the  fort  will  soon  be  ours. 

No  vessel  will  retire  from  line  unless  in  a  sinking  condition,  nor  with¬ 
out  permission. 

So  many  accidents  have  happened  with  the  100  pounder  rifles  that  I 
recommend,  if  they  be  used  at  all,  the  charges  be  reduced  to  7  pounds, 
and  as  the  time  fuzes  burst  after  leaving  the  gun,  fire  them  with  a  patch 
on,  or  fire  percussion  shell. 

When  the  troops  are  ready  for  the  assault  signal  will  be  made  to 
u  Change  the  direction  of  the  fire”  by  hoisting  general  signal  2211  and 
blowing  the  steam  whistle,  which  whistle  every  vessel  will  repeat,  and 
officers  will  be  stationed  at  the  hatches  to  pass  the  word.  When  the 
signal  2211  is  made,  all  the  vessels  will  stop  firing  at  Fort  Fisher  and 
concentrate  their  tire  on  the  batteries  to  the  left  or  above  it,  the 
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Tacony ,  Kansas ,  Unadilla ,  Huron ,  Maumee ,  Pawtuxet ,  Seneca ,  Pontoosuc, 
Nyack ,  Y antic,  and  Kerens  giving  their  guns  great  elevation  and  firing- 
over  to  reach  the  river,  to  disturb  any  rebel  troops  that  may  be  resting 
there.  To  avoid  accidents  by  firing  over  our  troops  by  these  last- 
mentioned  vessels,  the  patches  will  not  be  taken  oft'  the  shells  until  the 
assaulting  column  is  in  the  works. 

If  the  troops  are  driven  back  the  firing  will  be  directed  on  Fort  Fisher 
again,  when  the  signal  is  made,  and  this  plan  will  be  followed  from 
time  to  time  as  assaults  are  made  and  repulsed. 

There  is  one  thing  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  call  attention.  When  the 
range  is  once  obtained,  the  officer  of  division  should  note  in  a  book  the 
distance  marked  on  the  sight,  so  that  he  will  not  forget  it.  When 
the  smoke  becomes  thick  and  objects  dim,  a  reference  to  the  notes  and 
an  examination  to  see  if  the  sight  is  properly  set  will  assist  very  much 
in  insuring  accuracy  of  fire. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Special  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  concentrate  the  fire  upon  the  enemy’s 

guns. 

Special  Orders,  \  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  8.  j  Flagship  Malvern ,  January  3,  1865. 

A  great  many  shells  were  thrown  away  firing  at  the  flagstaff.  These 
are  generally  placed  at  a  point  to  entice  us  to  fire  at  them,  and  no  harm 
is  done  by  this  kind  of  firing.  Commanders  are  directed  to  strictly 
enjoin  upon  their  officers  and  men  never  to  fire  at  the  flag  or  pole,  but 
to  pick  out  the  guns;  the  stray  shells  will  knock  the  flagstaff  down. 
Commanders  are  directed  particularly  not  to  show  their  plans  or  gen¬ 
eral  orders  in  relation  to  this  expedition  to  anyone. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  preparation  of  landing 

parties. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  81.  j  Flagship  Malvern,  January  4,  1865. 

Before  going  into  action,  the  commander  of  each  vessel  will  detail  as 
many  of  his  men  as  he  can  spare  from  the  guns  as  a  landing  party. 

That  we  may  have  a  share  in  the  assault  when  it  takes  place,  the 
boats  will  be  kept  ready,  lowered  near  the  water  on  the  off  side  of  the 
vessels.  The  sailors  will  be  armed  with  cutlasses,  well  sharpened,  and 
with  revolvers.  When  the  signal  is  made  to  man  the  boats,  the  men 
will  get  in,  but  not  show  themselves.  When  signal  is  made  to  assault, 
the  boats  will  pull  around  the  stern  of  the  monitors  and  land  right 
abreast  of  them,  and  board  the  fort  on  the  run  in  a  seaman-like  way. 

The  marines  will  form  in  the  rear  and  cover  the  sailors.  While  the 
soldiers  are  going  over  the  parapets  in  front,  the  sailors  will  take  the 
sea  face  of  Fort  Fisher. 

We  can  land  2,000  men  from  the  fleet  and  not  feel  it.  Two  thousand 
active  men  from  the  fleet  will  carry  the  day. 

Two  boat  keepers  will  be  kept  in  each  boat. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


428 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 
General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  signaling. 


General  Orders,  ')  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

>  Flagship  Malyern, 

No.  82.  )  Beaufort ,  N.  C.,  January  5, 1865. 

The  distinguishing  flags  of  the  different  lines  of  battle  will  be  as 
follows: 

When  signalizing  to  line  No.  1,  one  black  ball  over  the  cornet  will  be 
hoisted. 

When  signalizing  to  line  No.  2,  two  black  balls  over  the  cornet  will  be 
hoisted. 

When  signalizing  to  line  No.  3,  three  black  balls  over  the  cornet  will 
be  hoisted. 

The  vessels  leading  these  lines  will  repeat  the  signals  made  by  the 
flagship. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  vessels  to  the 

scene  of  action. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern, 

-v°-  84-  )  Beaufort ,  N.  C\,  January  6 ,  1865. 

When  ready  to  start,  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  tow  the  Canonicus: 
the  Fort  Jackson  the  Mahopac;  the  Alabama  the  Saugus ,  and  the  Rhode 
Island  the  Dictator ,  if  she  comes.  The  Mohican  will  go  ahead  of  the 
Monadnock  and  take  care  of  her;  the  Vanderbilt  will  tow  or  keep  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Dictator ,  and  the  Pontoosuc  will  go  ahead  of  the  Monad- 
nock  to  guide  her,  as  her  compass  does  not  work.  When  the  vessels 
arrive  at  the  scene  of  action,  they  will  drop  into  their  respective  lines. 

David  D.  Porter. 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Special  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  landing  of  troops  and  stores 

for  the  army. 

Special  Orders,  \  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

No.  10.  )  Flagship  Malvern,  January  9,  1865. 

The  following  vessels  will  form  a  separate  line,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  the  pro¬ 
visions  and  stores  for  the  army,  viz,  A.  D.  Vance,  Fort  Donelson,  Aries , 
Raima,  Lilian,  Tristram  Shandy,  Britannia ,  and  the  Wilderness.  The 
Nansemond ,  Moccasin,  and  Little  Ada  will  act  as  messengers,  as  before 

It  is  proposed  now  that  the  troops  shall  be  landed  before  any  attack 
is  made  on  the  fort  by  all  the  vessels.  The  Brooklyn  will  lead  in  with 
the  vessels  attached  to  her  line  and  anchor  in  a  position  to  cover  the 
landing  and  drive  away  the  rebels,  if  any  are  there.  The  landing  will 
pi obably  b6  mad6  at  tlic  same  placG  as  before. 

,  LmfVl0;,  3  WlH  anchor  where  their  guns  can  reach  (somewhere  in 
about  5  fathoms  water  and  not  less),  and  where  they  can  fire  clear  of 
the  first  line.  J 

Line  No.  3  will  keep  underway  a  short  distance  outside  the  other 
lines,  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  may  require. 
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The  transports  will  anchor  in  line  outside  of  line  No.  1,  and  be  ready 
to  deliver  their  troops  as  fast  as  the  boats  come  alongside.  All  the 
vessels  will  lower  their  boats  as  quick  as  they  anchor  and  send  them  to 
the  transports,  line  No.  3  doing  the  same. 

When  the  troops  are  all  landed,  the  boats  will  be  hoisted  up  on  the 
port  side,  and  those  belonging  to  the  starboard  side  will  be  secured 
alongside  for  towing,  so  that  they  can  be  manned  at  a  momeut’s  notice 
when  the  assault  comes  off. 

If  practicable,  the  New  Ironsides  and  the  monitors  will  be  ordered  on 
to  bombard  the  fort  and  dismount  the  guns  while  the  troops  are  get¬ 
ting  on  shore.  This  will  be  done  when  the  signal  is  made  to  the  New 
Ironsides  to  attack,  the  monitors  following  her. 

While  the  vessels  are  tiring,  the  commanders  will  keep  an  intelligent 
officer  at  the  maintopmast  head,  to  regulate  the  tiring  and  tell  the  effect 
of  the  shot.  The  commanders  of  smaller  vessels  will  have  a  like  look¬ 
out  kept  at  the  maintopmast  head.  The  officers  aloft  will  note  all 
information  that  may  be  valuable,  as  they  can  see  what  is  going  on  in 
the  river  inside. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Glisson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S. 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  regarding  the  fire  from  that  vessel. 


January  11, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  see  by  the  chart  that  the  fire  from  your  vessel  is  directed  upon 
Fort  Fisher. 

Instead  of  that,  you  will  fire  upon  the  same  batteries  as  the  Ticon- 
deroga  and  Shenandoah. 

Respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Landing  orders  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  15,  1865. 

The  landing  party  will  land  out  of  gunshot  of  the  fort,  and  as  fast  as 
the  boats  get  rid  of  their  loads  they  will  be  shoved  off  and  the  boat 
keepers  will  pull  off  and  hang  to  the  stern  of  the  Nansemond,  which 
vessel  will  be  anchored  off  the  landing. 

When  the  men  are  landed  they  will  be  formed  and  kept  together,  the 
marines  forming  by  themselves. 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston  will  have  charge  of  the  men  with  shovels. 
He  will  advance  as  near  the  fort  as  he  safely  can,  without  running  the 
risk  of  a  single  man,  and  commence  throwing  up  rifle  pits  rapidly. 

He  will  first  advance  with  a  thin  line  of  sappers,  and  as  soon  as  he 
can  get  a  ditch  deep  enough  for  shelter  the  marines  will  go  in,  in  thin 
squads,  and  occupy  them. 

As  the  sand  is  thrown  up  high  enough  to  conceal  a  person,  other  sap¬ 
pers  will  come  in  behind  and  dig  it  deeper.  There  will  be  required  a 
3£-foot  ditch,  and  about  the  same  height  of  earth  thrown  out. 
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The  object  is  to  get  as  close  to  the  fort  as  possible  an\l  with  perfect 
safety,  so  that  the  men  will  have  shelter  to  go  to  in  case  of  the  enemy 

filTlfe  officer  sheading  the  men  must  make  them  keep  under  command, 
not  showing  themselves  until  the  signal  is  made  and  the  army  moves 
to  the  assault.  No  move  is  to  be  made  forward  until  the  army  charges, 
when  the  navy  is  to  assault  the  sea  or  southeast  face  of  the  work,  going 
over  with  cutlasses  drawn  and  revolvers  m  hand. 

The  marines  will  follow  after,  and  when  they  gain  the  edge  of  the 
parapet  they  will  lie  flat  and  pick  off  the  enemy  m  the  works. 

The  sailors  will  charge  at  once  on  the  fieldpieces  in  the  fort  and  kill 
the  gunners.  The  mouths  of  the  bombproofs  must  be  secured  at  once, 
and  no  quarter  given  if  the  enemy  fire  from  them  after  we  enter  the 
fort.  Any  man  who  straggles  or  disobeys  orders  is  to  be  sent  to  the 
rear  under  a  guard.  The  men  must  keep  their  flags  rolled  up  uuti 
they  are  on  top  of  the  parapets  and  inside  the  fort,  when  they  will 

hoist  them.  ,  ...  , 

Remember,  the  sailors  when  they  start  to  board  are  to  go  with  a  rush, 
and  get  up  as  fast  as  they  can.  Officers  are  directed  not  to  leave  their 
companies  under  any  circumstances,  and  every  company  is  to  be  kept 

together.  ,  „  . 

If  when  our  men  get  into  the  fort,  the  enemy  commences  firing  on 

Fort  Fisher  from  the  Mound,  every  three  men  will  seize  a  prisoner, 
pitch  him  over  the  walls,  and  get  behind  the  fort  for  protection,  or  into 

the  bombproofs.  „  ,  ,  ,, 

The  fleet  captain  will  take  charge  of  the  landing  party,  and  all  the 

commands  will  report  to  him. 

He  represents  me  on  this  occasion,  and  all  his  orders  will  be  promptly 

obeyed.  David  D.  Porter, 

T!,p, nr.  A  dmirnl. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Glisson,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  assume  charge  of 

the  landing  of  army  artillery. 

Off  New  Inlet,  January  14, 1865. 

Dear  Captain  :  I  want  you  to  take  especial  charge  of  landing  the 
army  artillery,  which  must  go  on  shore  as  soon  as  possible.  I  know 
you  will  do  this  quicker  than  anyone  else.  Take  all  the  force  in  your 
division.  I  have  sent  for  the  Powhatan's  wlieelhouse  boat,  with  landing 
skids;  she  will  report  to  you.  The  guns  must  be  got  on  shore  at  once, 
or  we  will  lose  our  chance. 

Do  not  wait  for  the  Powhatan's  boat,  but  go  ahead  with  the  landing 
with  best  boats  you  can  get;  lash  two  together  and  put  a  platform  over 
them,  if  you  can  not  do  any  better. 

See  that  the  boats  have  good  hedges  to  keep  them  from  going  on  the 
beach. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
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General  order  of  Major-General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  order  of  advance  for  the 

transports. 

General  Orders,  )  Hdqrs.  Expeditionary  Force, 

No.  3.  (  Flagship  McClellan,  January  10,  1865. 

I.  On  sailing-  from  this  point,  the  transports  will  follow  the  naval 
vessels  in  the  following  order: 

McClellan,  Atlantic,  Varuna,  Tonawanda,  De  Molay,  Thames,  Cham¬ 
pion,  Commodore  Du  Font,  Montauk,  Idaho,  Euterpe,  E.  Livingstone , 
Prometheus,  General  Lyon,  California,  Weyhossett,  North  Point,  Russia, 
Black  stone. 

The  distance  between  the  ships  will  be  as  small  as  is  consistent  with 
safety.  One  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  of  sailing.  In  case  of  the 
dispersion  of  the  fleet,  the  vessels  will  proceed  to  a  point  from  4  to  5 
miles  above  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

II.  When  the  troops  are  to  be  disembarked  Admiral  Porter  intends 
to  place  a  division  of  liis  fleet  close  to  and  parallel  with  the  beach  to 
cover  the  lauding;  of  this  division  the  Brooklyn  will  be  the  leading 
(southernmost)  vessel. 

As  soon  as  this  division  has  taken  up  its  position  and  anchored,  the 
transports,  except  the  North  Point  and  Blackstone,  will  move  in  and 
anchor  in  a  line  parallel  with,  and  200  yards  outside  of  it,  the  Atlantic 
opposite  the  Brooklyn,  the  other  vessels  following  the  Atlantic  in  the 
order  prescribed  for  sailing  from  here;  the  North  Point  and  the  Black- 
stone  will  lie  on  the  right  of  the  second  line  of  naval  vessels  and  await 
orders. 

Should  any  vessel  be  missing,  the  next  in  order  will  close  up  and 
occupy  her  position. 

The  troops  will  be  lauded  in  the  navy  boats  and  in  the  surfboats 
placed  on  the  transports ;  these  last-named  boats  must  have  their  hoist¬ 
ing  tackle  ready  hooked  on  as  the  shore  is  approached  and  must  be  got 
into  the  water  as  soon  as  the  anchors  are  dropped;  details  of  sailors 
will  be  sent  from  the  navy  to  man  them. 

Probably  the  steam  tug  Elisa  Hancox  will  be  sent  to  the  Atlantic 
to  receive  the  troops  on  board  of  her  and  take  them  close  to  the  shore 
before  they  are  put  into  the  boats;  the  Hancox,  however,  must  not  be 
waited  for. 

III.  The  men  will  land  in  heavy  marching  order  with  three  days’ 
cooked  rations  and  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  The  utmost  expedition 
must  be  used  in  landing,  and  as  soon  as  they  are  on  shore  the  regiments 
will  be  formed  ready  to  move.  Commanding  officers  are  cautioned  to 
get  their  men  in  hand  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  under  no  pretense  to 
permit  straggling  from  the  ranks. 

By  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  Terry: 

Adrian  Terry, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Message  from  Major-General  Terry,  IJ.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting 

that  naval  vessels  protect  his  line. 

Have  moved  all  my  men  down  to  this  point  and  here  intend  to  take 
position  across  the  peninsula  [between  Cape  Fear  River  and  the  Atlan¬ 
tic  Ocean],  and  I  have  left  one  brigade  to  guard  the  steamers  where 
we  landed.  I  should  like  some  of  your  vessels  to  cover  this  brigade 
aud  some  to  cover  the  line  which  I  will  take  up. 

A.  H.  Terry, 

Major-General. 


Admiral  Porter. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Gen^  Army, 

regarding  the  landing  of  the  army  force  under  Major-General  Teiry,  U.  S.  Army. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  14,  1865. 

Dear  General:  The  forces  under  General  Terry  were  landed  yes¬ 
terday  without  accident  or  opposition,  and  their  supplies  followed  ji'iine- 
diateiy.  To-day  I  hope  to  finish  landing  the  guns,  which  will  be  all 
left  to  do.  General  Terry  is  throwing  up  a  breastwork  across  the  neck 
of  land  from  Battery  Anderson  to  the  river.  (Battery  Anderson  is 
called  by  us  Flag  Pond  battery.)  I  find  General  Terry  most  agreeable 
and  efficient,  but  I  think  from  the  way  he  is  going  to  work  that  he 
would  like  to  have  more  men.  This,  liowever,  is  a  mere  matter  ot 
opinion  of  mine,  which  you  may  take  for  what  it  is  worth.  General 
Terrv  has  said  nothing  about  wanting  more  men,  and,  1  judge,  is  one 
of  those  who  would  not  ask  for  reinforcements  unless  it  should  be  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary.  Yesterday  afternoon,  after  landing  the  troops,  I  went 
with  a  portion  of  the  fleet  to  attack  the  fort.  Our  fare  completely 
silenced  them  as  usual.  The  ironclads  tired  nearly  all  day  yesterday 
and  the  fort  bears  many  scars,  but  I  can  not  tell  how  much  harm  was 
done.  We  suffered  no  loss  whatever. 

Most  truly,  yours,  ^ 

’  David  D.  Porter, 

Ttpn  v.  A  /hniral 


Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 

I  think  small-arms  ammunition  is  wanted,  as  some  was  wet  in  land¬ 
ing;  provisions  also.  We  can  not  average  more  than  two  days  a  week 
in  which  anything  can  be  landed  safely. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  first  day’s  bombardment. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  14, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  operations  have  been 
renewed  against  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

Since  the  first  attack  on  that  place,  and  the  subsequent  withdrawal 
of  the  troops,  I  have  been  employed  in  filling  the  ships  with  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  coal.  The  difficulties  we  have  had  to  encounter  no  one  can 
conceive.  All  our  work  had  to  be  done  with  the  larger  vessels  anchored 
on  the  coast  exposed  (you  may  almost  say  at  sea)  to  the  violent  gales 
that  blow  here  almost  incessantly.  On  these  gales  the  enemy  depend 
to  break  up  our  operations.  We  will  see.  We  have  gone  through 
about  the  worst  of  it,  have  held  on  through  gales  heavy  enough  to  drive 
anything  to  sea,  and  we  have  sustained  no  damage  whatever. 

After  the  troops  arrived  the  weather  set  in  bad  and  the  gale  was  very 
heavy.  As  soon  as  it  was  over  I  got  underway  on  the  13th  instant,  and 
forming  the  vessels  in  three  lines,  with  the  transports  in  company,  I 
steamed  for  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  fleet  took  its  station  in  three  lines, 
close  to  the  beach,  and  the  boats  were  sent  at  once  to  take  off  the 
troops.  These  were  landed,  with  about  twelve  days’  provisions,  at  about 
2  o’clock  p.  m. 

This  time  I  pursued  a  different  plan  in  attacking  the  rebel  works. 
I  sent  in  the  New  Ironsides,  Commodore  Radford,  leading  the  monitors 
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Saugus,  Canonicus,  MonadnocJc,  and  Mahopac.  At  7:30  a.  in.  the  forts 
opened  on  them  as  they  approached,  but  they  quietly  took  up  their  old 
position,  within  1,000  yards  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  when  ready  they  opened 
their  batteries.  In  this  way  I  tempted  the  enemy  to  engage  the  moni¬ 
tors  that  we  might  see  what  guns  he  had,  and  seeing  where  they  were 
be  able  to  dismount  them  by  our  tire. 

Quite  a  spirited  engagement  went  on  between  the  forts  and  the  Iron¬ 
sides  and  monitors.  It  was  soon  apparent  that  the  iron  vessels  had  the 
best  of  it;  traverses  began  to  disappear  and  the  southern  angle  of  Fort 
Fisher  commenced  to  look  very  dilapidated. 

The  guns  were  silenced,  one  after  the  other,  and  only  one  heavy  gun 
in  the  southern  angle  kept  up  its  tire. 

The  tire  of  this  gun  was  not  at  all  accurate,  as  it  inflicted  no  damage 
on  the  iron  vessels.  They  were  hit,  though,  several  times. 

By  way  of  letting  the  enemy  know  that  we  had  some  shell  left  on 
board  the  wooden  ships,  and  did  not  intend  to  take  any  unfair  advan¬ 
tage  of  him  by  using  the  iron  vessels  alone,  I  ordered  line  No.  1  (on  the 
plan),  lead  by  Captain  Alden,  of  the  Brooklyn,  and  line  No,  2,  lead  by 
Commodore  Thatcher,  of  the  Colorado ,  to  go  in  and  attack  the  batteries. 
This  was  done  in  the  handsomest  manner ;  not  a  mistake  was  committed 
except  tiring  too  rapidly  and  making  too  much  smoke. 

The  heavy  tire  of  the  large  vessels  shut  up  the  enemy’s  guns  at  once, 
and  after  firing  till  after  dark  the  wooden  vessels  dropped  out  to  their 
anchorage.  The  Ironsides  and  monitors  maintained  their  positions 
through  the  night,  tiring  a  shell  now  and  then.  They  are  now  lying 
within  1,000  yards  of  the  fort  and  one  of  the  monitors  within  700  yards, 
and  the  fort  does  not  tire  a  gun  at  them,  thinking  no  doubt,  that  it  is  a 
waste  of  powder. 

The  firing  from  the  fleet  will  commence  as  soon  as  we  get  breakfast, 
and  be  kept  up  as  long  as  the  Ordnance  Department  provides  us  with 
shells  and  guns. 

There  is  a  perfect  understanding  between  General  Terry  and  myself. 
I  believe  everything  has  been  done  to  suit  him.  I  have  heard  no  com¬ 
plaints,  and  know  that  we  have  felt  every  disposition  to  help  the  Army 
along. 

A  detailed  report  of  our  operations  here  will  be  sent  in  when  we  get 
through.  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  our  success.  The  forts  will  be  used 
up  soon.  We  have  a  respectable  force  landed  on  a  strip  of  laud,  which 
our  naval  guns  completely  command,  and  a  place  of  defense  which 
would  enable  us  to  hold  on  against  a  very  large  army. 

I  will  report  to  you  by  every  opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear -Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  1).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  15,  1865. 

(Deceived  11:30  a.  m.,  January  17.) 

Sir:  Fort  Fisher  is  ours.  I  send  a  bearer  of  dispatches  with  a  brief 
account  of  the  affair.  General  Terry  is  entitled  to  the  highest  praise 
and  the  gratitude  of  his  country  for  the  manner  in  which  he  has  con¬ 
ducted  his  part  of  the  operations.  He  is  my  beau  ideal  of  a  soldier  and 
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a  general.  Our  cooperation  lias  been  most  cordial.  *  The  result  m  yic- 
torv  which  will  always  be  ours  when  the  Army  and  Navy  go  hand  in 
hand.  The  Navy  loss  in  the  assault  was  heavy.  The  Army  loss  is  also 

^eavy-  D.  I).  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  15,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  have  possession  of  Fort 
Fisher,  and  the  fall  of  the  surrounding  works  will  soon  follow.  4s  1 
informed  you  in  my  last  we  had  commenced  operations  with  the  iron 
vessels,  which  bombarded  while  we  landed  the  troops.  Outlie  14th  I 
ordered  all  the  vessels  carrying  Xl-incli  guns  to  bombard,  with  the  Iron¬ 
sides ,  the  Brooldyn  taking  the  lead;  by  sunset  the  fort  was  reduced  to 
a  pulp;  every  gun  was  silenced  by  being  injured  or  covered  up  with 

earth  so  that  they  would  not  work. 

On  the  15tli  General  Terry  and  myself  arranged  for  an  assault,  and  1 
ordered  1,400  sailors  and  marines  to  participate.  At  daylight  the  iron 
vessels,  Brooldyn,  and  Xl-incli  gunboats  commenced  battenng  the 
work  while  the  troops  made  a  lodgment  within  150  yards  ot  the  tort. 
At  10  o’clock  all  the  vessels  steamed  in  and  took  their  stations,  opening 
a  heavy  fire,  which  was  kept  up  until  3  p.  m.,  when  the  signal  was  made 
to  assault,  the  soldiers  taking  the  land  side  and  the  sailors  the  sea  face, 
the  ships  changing  (but  not  stopping)  their  Are  to  other  works.  The 
rebels  met  us  with  a  courage  worthy  of  a  better  cause  and  fought  des¬ 
perately.  About  30  of  the  sailors  and  officers  succeeded  m  getting 
to  the  top  of  the  parapet  amidst  a  murderous  fire  of  grape,  canister, 
and  musketry;  they  had  planted  the  flag  there,  but  were  swept  away 
in  a  moment.  Others  tried  to  get  up  the  steep  “pan  coupee.”  The 
■  marines  could  have  cleared  the  parapets  by  keeping  up  a  steady  fire, 
but  they  failed  to  do  so  and  the  sailors  were  repulsed. 

Many  gallant  fellows  fell  trying  to  emulate  their  brothers  in  arms 
who  were  fighting  to  obtain  an  entrance  on  the  northeast  angle  as  it 

appears  on  our  charts.  .  ,  . 

The  enemy  mistook  the  seamen’s  attack  for  the  mam  body  of  troops 
and  opposed  a  most  vigorous  resistance  there,  but  I  witnessed  it  all 
and  think  the  marines  could  have  made  the  assault  successful.  In  the 
meantime  our  gallant  soldiers  had  gained  a  foothold  on  the  northeast 
[northwest]  corner  of  the  fort,  fighting  like  lions,  and  contesting  every 
inch  of  ground.  The  Ironsides  and  monitors  kept  throwing  their  shells 
into  the  traverses  not  occupied  by  our  men  but  occupied  by  the  rebels. 

In  this  way  our  troops  fought  from  traverse  to  traverse  from  3  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  until  10  at  night.  When  the  joyful  tidings  were  sig¬ 
naled  to  the  fleet  we  stopped  our  Are  and  gave  them  three  of  the 
heartiest  cheers  I  ever  heard. 

It  has  been  the  most  terrific  struggle  I  ever  saw,  and  very  much  hard 
labor.  The  troops  have  covered  themselves  with  glory,  and  General 
Terry  is  my  beau  ideal  of  a  soldier  and  a  general. 
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Our  cooperation  lias  been  most  harmonious,  and  I  think  the  general 
will  do  the  Navy  the  credit  to  say  that  this  time,  at  least,  we  “sub¬ 
stantially  injured  the  tort  as  a  defensive  work.” 

General  Terry  had  only  a  few  more  troops  than  we  had  on  the  last 
occasion  when  the  enemy  had  only  150  men  in  the  works.  This  time 
the  works  were  fully  manned  and  contained  about  800  men  at  the  time 
of  the  assault. 

It,  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  me  to  see  my  gallant  officers  and 
men  so  cut  up,  but  I  was  unwilling  to  let  the  troops  undertake  the 
capture  of  the  works  without  the  Navy’s  sharing  with  them  the  peril 
all  were  anxious  to  undergo,  and  we  should  have  had  the  honor  of 
meeting  our  brothers  in  arms  in  the  works  had  the  sailors  been 
properly  supported.  We  have  lost  about  200  in  killed  and  wounded, 
and  amongst  them  some  gallant  officers. 

1  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston  and 
Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter.  They  were  captured  together  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Sumter  and  died  together  in  endeavoring  to  pull  down  the  tlag 
that  has  so  long  haunted  in  our  faces. 

Lieutenant  R.  EL  Lamson  was  severely  wounded.  He  was  lately 
associated  with  Lieutenant  Preston  in  his  perilous  adventure  of  the 
powder  boat. 

Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache  and  a  number  of  others  were  wounded; 
the  former  not  dangerously. 

The  assault  only  took  place  a  few  hours  ago,  and  I  am  unable  to 
inform  you  of  our  casualties.  They  are  quite  severe  from  the  assault, 
but  we  had  no  casualties  from  the  enemy’s  cannon. 

Knowing  the  impatience  of  the  Department  to  receive  news  from 
Fort  Fisher,  I  have  written  these  few  hurried  lines. 

No  one  can  conceive  what  the  Army  and  Navy  have  gone  through  to 
achieve  this  victory — which  should  have  been  ours  on  Christmas  Day 
without  the  loss  of  a  dozen  men. 

This  has  been  a  day  of  terrific  struggle,  and  not  surpassed  by  any 
events  of  the  war. 

We  are  all  worn  out  nearly,  and  you  must  excuse  this  brief  and 
unsatisfactory  account.  I  will  write  fully  by  the  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
which  goes  north  to-morrow  to  carry  the  wounded. 

Besides  the  men  in  Fort  Fisher  there  were  about  500  in  the  upper  forts, 
and  a  relief  of  about  1,500  men  brought  down  by  steamers  this  morn¬ 
ing.  So  far,  I  believe  we  have  only  captured  the  garrison  of  Fort 
Erisher. 

1  don’t  suppose  there  ever  was  a  work  subjected  to  such  a  terrific 
bombardment,  or  where  the  appearance  of  a  fort  was  more  altered. 

There  is  not  a  spot  of  earth  about  the  fort  that  has  not  been  torn  up 
by  our  shells.  1  don’t  know  yet  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  by 
our  fire,  but  one  XV-incb  shell  alone  pierced  a  bombproof,  killing  1(1 
and  wounding  severely  25. 

I  presume  we  are  in  possession  of  all  the  forts,  as  Fort  Fisher  com¬ 
mands  them  all.  It  is  so  late  now  that  I  can  learn  nothing  more  until 
morning. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Ijorter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  all  the  works  on  Federal 

Point. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  yesterday.  We  have  all  the  forts.  The  army  has 
captured  1,800  men  and  a  large  number  of  officers,  including  General 
Whiting  and  Colonel  Lamb.  _  . 

The  gunboats  are  now  in  the  river  and  Wilmington  is  hermetically 
sealed  against  blockade  runners.  The  rebels  have  destroyed  the  works 
on  Smith’s  Island,  and  if  they  don’t  destroy  Fort  Caswell  it  is  no  use 
to  them;  yve  will  get  that  after  a  little  while.  You  must  not  expect 
too  much  of  us  at  one  time— these  works  are  tremendous.  I  was  in 
Fort  Malakoff  a  few  days  after  it  surrendered  to  the  French  and  Eng¬ 
lish;  the  combined  armies  of  the  two  nations  were  many  months  cap¬ 
turing  that  stronghold,  aud  it  won't  compare  either  in  size  or  strength 
to  Fort  Fisher.  The  fort  contains  75  guns,  and  many  of  them  heavy 
ones. 

I  have  not  yet  learned  what  our  casualties  are  in  killed  and  wounded, 
but  I  think  300  will  cover  them  all. 

We  had  a  bad  explosion  in  the  fort  this  morning  which  killed  and 
wounded  a  number  of  men,  about  100.  Some  of  our  seamen  were  blown 
up,  and  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  E.  H.  Gillette,  of  the  Gettysburg, 
was  killed.  I  don’t  know  how  many  of  the  troops  were  killed. 

I  Avill  send  a  detailed  report  as  soon  as  I  can  get  off  the  wounded 
and  arrange  matters  generally. 

The  world  never  saw  such  lighting  as  our  soldiers  did. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

8ecretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Detailed  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  lists  of  casualties. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  to  make  you  a  short  report  on  the  15th,  stating 
to  you  that  Fort  Fisher  had  been  captured  by  the  military  aud  naval 
forces  now  here.  1  beg  leave  to  submit  now  a  detailed  report  of  the 
operations,  having  received  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  information  required 
to  make  out  a  complete  report. 

As  soon  as  Major-General  Terry  arrived  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  which  he 
did  on  the  8th  December  [January],  we  arranged  together  a  plan  of 
operations  Avhich  has  proA^ed  successful. 

The  weather  avus  threatening,  and  I  advised  the  general  to  get  his 
transports  inside  the  harbor  to  avoid  the  violence  of  the  coming  gale; 
most  of  them,  however,  laid  outside. 

The  gale  bleAv  very  heavy  for  tAvo  days  and  nights.  The  ships  of  war 
all  held  on  and  rode  out  at  their  anchors,  except  the  Colorado,  Avhich 
vessel  was  obliged  to  go  to  sea,  having  only  one  anchor  left,  with  which 
alone  she  could  not  possibly  have  ridden  out  the  gale,  the  sea  being 
very  heavy  from  the  S.  W.  and  breaking  clear  over  the  vessels.  Know¬ 
ing  that  the  transports  had  arrived,  the  commanders  all  made  strenuous 
efforts  to  keep  their  vessels  at  anchor  off  Beaufort,  to  be  ready  for  the 
move  that  was  about  to  be  made. 
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Having  expended  almost  every  shot  and  shell  in  the  first  bombard¬ 
ment,  it  became  necessary  to  take  in  about  15,000  more  and  fill  up  with 
coal,  which  was  done  under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  the  large 
vessels  all  lying  outside  in  a  heavy  sea,  and  filling  up  as  best  they 
could.  The  fleet,  accompanied  by  the  transports,  steamed  away  on  the 
12th  for  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  wind  being  fair  and  moderate  1  was  in 
hopes  that  we  would  be  able  to  land  the  troops  by  9  or  10  o’clock  that 
night.  The  wind  changing  to  S.  W.,  we  were  obliged  to  anchor  off  Half 
Moon  battery  for  the  night. 

The  fleet  sailed  in  three  columns.  Line  No.  1,  led  by  the  Brooklyn , 
Captain  James  Alden,  consisted  of  the  Mohican ,  Commander  Daniel 
Ammen;  Tacony ,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun;  Kansas, 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  CL  Watmough ;  Yantic,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  T.  C.  Harris;  Unadilla,  Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Eamsay; 
Huron,  Lieutenant- Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge;  Maumee ,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Ralph  Chandler;  Pequot ,  Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L. 
Braine;  Pawtuxet,  Commander  J.  H.  Spotts;  Seneca,  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  M.  Sicard;  Pontoosuc,  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  G.  Temple; 
Kerens,  Commander  J.  C.  Howell. 

Line  No.  2,  Minnesota,  Commodore  Joseph  Lanmau,  leading,  consisted 
of  the  Colorado,  Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher;  Wabash,  Captain  M. 
Smith;  Susquehanna,  Commodore  S.  W.  Godon;  Powhatan,  Commodore 
J.  F.  Schenck;  Juniata,  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  S.  Phelps;  Shenan¬ 
doah,  Captain  D.  B.  Ridgley;  Ticonderoga,  Captain  Charles  Steedman; 
Vanderbilt,  Captain  C.  W.  Pickering;  Mackinaw ,  Commander  J.  C. 
Beaumont;  Tuscarora,  Commander  J.  M.  Frailey. 

Line  No.  3,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  leading,  consisted 
of  the  Fort  Jackson,  Captain  B.  F.  Sands;  Osceola,  Commander  J .  M.  B. 
Clitz;  Sassacus,  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis;  Chippewa,  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  E.  E.  Potter;  R.  B.  Cuyler,  Commander  C.  H.  B. 
Caldwell;  Maratanza,  Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young; 
Rhode  Island,  Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard;  Monticello,  Lieutenant 
W.  B.  Cushing;  Alabama,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  R.  Lang- 
thorne;  Montgomery,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn;  Iosco, 
Commander  John  Guest. 

The  reserve  division,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  in 
the  A.  I).  Vance,  consisted  of  the  Britannia,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  W.  B.  Sheldon;  Tristram  Shandy,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
F.  M.  Green;  Lilian,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris;  Fort 
Donelson,  Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost;  Wilderness,  Acting  Master  H. 
Arey;  Aries,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  S.  Wells;  Gov.  Bucking¬ 
ham,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  MacDiarmid;  the  Nansemond 
(Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter),  Little  Ada  (Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts), 
Holus  (Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyser),  and  Republic  (Acting  Ensign  J.  W. 
Bennett)  being  used  as  dispatch  vessels. 

Great  enthusiasm  was  displayed  in  the  fleet  when  it  was  ascertained 
that  troops  had  come  to  renew  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  for  great  was 
the  disappointment  on  account  of  the  late  failure. 

Some  of  the  vessels  that  accompanied  the  last  expedition  were  badly 
damaged  in  various  ways.  The  Sassacus  had  both  rudders  disabled, 
but  her  energetic  commander,  Lieutenant-Commauder  J.  L.  Davis,  was 
ready  in  time.  The  Mackinaw ,  Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont,  had  one  of 
her  boilers  knocked  to  pieces,  but  her  commander  would  go  on  one 

boiler.  ..... 

The  Osceola,  Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz,  in  the  same  condition,  one 
boiler  smashed  up  with  shot  and  a  hole  near  the  bottom,  was  ready  for 


438 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

* 

anything,  and  I  heard  no  complaints  from  anyone.  'With  such  a  dis¬ 
position  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  I  anticipated  the  most  favorable 

A  t  daylight  on  the  13th  instant  line  No.  1  took  position  within  GOO 
yards  of  the  beach  to  land  the  troops,  lines  No.  2  and  3  anchoring  close 
to  and  outside  of  them,  and  the  reserves  taking  charge  of  the  provision 
vessels. 

At  8:30  a.  m.  signal  was  made  to  the  fleet  to  send  boats  to  transports 
to  land  troops.  At  2  p.  m.  we  had  landed  8,000  men  with  12  days’  pro¬ 
visions  and  all  their  intrenching  tools.  . 

In  the  meantime  the  Nero  Ironsides,  Commodore  William  Radford; 
Saugus,  Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun;  Canonicus,  Lieutenant-Commander 
George  E.  Belknap;  Mahopac,  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver; 
and  Monadnock,  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott,  were  ordered  in  to  take  a 
nearer  position,  the  outside  vessel  (the  Ironsides )  being  1,000  yards  from 
Fort  Fisher,  which  was  the  principal  work,  and  on  which  the  iron  ves¬ 
sels  were  ordered  to  pour  all  their  fire  and  endeavor  to  dismount  all  the 
guns.  They  got  into  position  about  8  a.  m.  and  opened  fire  deliberately. 

The  troops  having  all  landed  without  opposition,  at  3  p.  m.  I  signaled 
line  No.  2  to  get  underway  and  go  in  and  attack.  Line  No.  1  was  sig¬ 
naled  to  take"  position  in  front  of  the  batteries,  and  line  No.  3  was  to 
remain  and  cover  the  landing  party  and  get  the  held  artillery  on  shore. 

The  different  lines,  having  formed  into  line  of  battle,  steamed  toward 
Fort  Fisher,  the  Colorado  leading  (the  Minnesota  having  got  a  hawser 
around  her  propeller).  The  vessels  took  their  positions  handsomely 
(having  had  some  practice  at  that  place)  and  delivered  their  fire  as 
they  fell  in.  The  rapid  fire  [of  the]  monitors  and  Ironsides  kept  the 
rebels  partly  away  from  their  guns,  and  they  inflicted  no  damage  on  the 
fleet,  the  firing  being  very  unsteady.  Indeed,  I  don’t  see  how  they 
could  fire  at  all  after  lines  Nos.  1  and  2  got  fairly  anchored  in  position ; 
the  bombardment  was  very  rapid  and  severe.  This  was  continued 
without  intermission  from  4  p.  m.  until  some  time  after  dark,  when  the 
wooden  vessels  were  ordered  to  haul  out  and  anchor.  The  monitors 
and  Ironsides  were  directed  to  keep  up  the  fire  during  the  night. 
The  enemy  had  long  ceased  to  respond  to  our  fire  and  kept  in  his 
bombproofs. 

I  could  see  that  our  fire  had  damaged  some  of  their  guns,  and  I  deter¬ 
mined  before  the  army  went  to  the  assault  there  should  be  no  guns 
(within  our  reach)  to  arrest  their  progress. 

Having  found  that  the  rebels  could  still  bring  some  heavy  guns  to 
bear,  which  annoyed  us  somewhat,  I  determined  to  try  another  plan, 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  14tli  ordered  in  all  the  small  gunboats  car¬ 
rying  Xl-inch  guns  to  fire  slowly  and  try  and  dismount  the  guns  on 
the  face  of  the  works  where  the  assault  was  to  be  made.  The  Brooldyn 
was  ordered  to  throw  in  a  pretty  quick  fire  to  keep  the  rebels  from  work¬ 
ing  their  guns.  The  attack  was  commenced  at  1  p.  m.  and  lasted  until 
long  after  dark.  One  or  two  guns  only  were  fired  this  day  from  the 
upper  batteries,  inflicting  no  serious  damage  on  any  of  the  vessels, 
except  cutting  away  the  mainmast  of  the  Huron  and  hitting  the  Una- 
dilla  once  or  twice.  These  guns  were  always  silenced  when  a  rapid  fire 
was  opened.  The  attack  of  the  gunboats  lasted  until  long  after  dark, 
and  one  vessel  was  employed  firing  (an  hour  each)  throughout  the 
night.  On  this  evening  General  Terry  came  on  board  to  see  me  and 
arrange  the  plan  of  battle  for  the  next  day.  The  troops  had  got  rested 
after  their  long  confinement  on  ship  board  and  sea  voyage,  and  had 
recovered  from  the  drenching  they  received  when  landing  through  the 
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surf.  Having  been  long  enough  on  their  native  element,  they  were 
eager  for  the  attack. 

It  was  arranged  between  the  General  and  myself  that  the  ships  should 
all  go  in  early  and  lire  rapidly  through  the  day  until  the  time  lor  the 
assault  came  off.  The  hour  named  was  2  p.  m.  I  detailed  1,600  sailors 
and  400  marines  to  accompany  the  troops  in  the  assault— the  sailors  to 
board  the  sea  face,  while  the  troops  assaulted  the  land  side. 

Most  all  of  the  sailors  were  armed  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers,  while 
a  number  had  Sharps  rifles  or  short  carbines.  I  herewith  enclose  the 
order  of  attack  on  the  fort,  and  the  manner  ot  approaching  it.  l  lieie 
was  a  perfect  understanding  between  the  general  and  myself,  and  a 
system  of  signals  established  (by  the  Army  code)  by  which  we  could 
converse  at  our  pleasure,  though  nearly  a  mile  apart  and  amidst  the  dm 

of  battle.  .  ,  ^ 

At  9  a.  m.  on  the  15th  the  squadron  was  signaled  to  attack  m  three 
lines,  or  assume  position  marked  on  the  plan  herewith  enclosed. 

All  the  vessels  reached  position  at  about  11  a.  in.,  and  each  opened 

fire  as  they  got  their  anchors  down. 

The  same  guns  in  the  upper  batteries  opened  again  this  day  with 
some  effect,  as  you  will  see  by  reference  to  the  reports  ot  different 
commanders,  but  no  vessel  was  injured  sufficiently  to  interfere  in  the 
least  with  her  efficiency.  The  fire  was  kept  up  furiously  all  day.  ihe 
Mound  Hill  battery  kept  up  rather  a  galling  fire  with  its  two  heavy 
guns,  but  the  rebels  were  driven  away  from  their  works  into  their  bomb- 
proofs,  so  that  no  vessel  was  in  the  least  disabled. 

At  2  o’clock  I  expected  the  signal  for  the  vessels  to  “change  the 
direction  of  their  fire,”  so  that  the  troops  might  assault.  The  sailors 
and  marines  had  worked,  by  digging  ditches  or  rifle  pits,  to  within  ^00 
yards  of  the  fort,  and  were  all  ready.  The  troops,  however,  did  not  get 
into  position  until  later,  and  at  3  o’clock  the  signal  came.  The  vessels 
changed  their  fire  to  the  upper  batteries,  all  the  steam  whistles  were 
blown,  and  the  troops  and  sailors  dashed  ahead,  nobly  vying  with  each 
other  to  reach  the  top  of  the  parapet.  We  had  evidently  (we  thought) 
injured  all  the  large  guns  so  that  they  could  not  be  fired  to  annoy  any¬ 
one.  The  sailors  took  to  the  assault  by  the  flank  along  the  beach, 
while  the  troops  rushed  in  at  the  left  through  the  palisades,  that  had 

been  knocked  away  by  the  fire  of  our  guns.  .  , 

All  the  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  sailors  had  been  well  carried 
out:  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  up  to  within  a  short  distance  ot  the 
fort  and  laid  securely  in  their  ditches.  We  had  but  very  few  killed  and 
wounded  to  this  point.  The  marines  were  to  have  held  the  rifle  pits 
and  cover  the  boarding  party,  which  they  failed  to  do.  On  rushing 
through  the  palisades,  which  extended  from  the  fort  to  the  sea,  the  head 
of  the  column  received  a  murderous  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  which  did 
not,  however,  check  the  officers  and  sailors  who  were  leading;  thepar^ 
apets  now  swarmed  with  rebels,  who  poured  in  a  destructive  fire  of 
musketry.  At  this  moment,  had  the  marines  performed  their  duty, 
every  one  of  the  rebels  on  the  parapets  would  have  been  killed. 

1  witnessed  the  whole  affair;  saw  how  recklessly  the  rebels  exposed 
themselves,  and  what  an  advantage  they  gave  our  sharpshooters  whose 
o-uns  were  scarcely  fired,  or  fired  with  no  precision.  Notwithstanding 
the  hot  fire,  officers  and  sailors  in  the  lead  rushed  on  and  some  even 
reached  the  parapet-a  large  number  having  reached  the  ditch 

The  advance  was  swept  from  the  parapet  like  chaff,  and,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  the  efforts  made  by  commanders  of  companies  to  stop  them, 
the  men  in  the  rear,  seeing  the  slaughter  in  front  and  that  they  were  not 
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covered  by  tbe  marines,  commenced  to  retreat,  and,  as  there  is  no  stop¬ 
ping  a  sailor  if  lie  fails  on  such  an  occasion  on  the  first  rush,  I  saw  the 
whole  thing  had  to  be  given  up.  In  the  meantime  the  troops  were 
more  successful  on  their  side.  The  rebels,  seeing  so  large  a  body  ot  men 
coming  at  them  on  the  sea  side,  were  under  the  impression  it  was  the 
main  attack,  and  concentrated  the  largest  part  of  their  forces  at  that 
point,  and  when  they  gave  three  rebel  cheers,  thinking  they  had  gained 
the  day,  they  received  a  volley  of  musketry  in  their  backs  from  our  gal¬ 
lant  soldiers  who  had  been  successful  in  gaining  the  highest  parapet. 
Then  commenced  such  a  system  of  fighting  as  has  never  been  beaten. 
Our  soldiers  had  gained  two  traverses,  while  I  directed  the  Ironsides 
to  fire  on  the  traverses  occupied  by  the  rebels.  Four,  five,  and  six  trav¬ 
erses  were  carried  by  our  troops  in  the  space  of  an  hour.  These 
traverses  are  immense  bombproofs,  about  CO  feet  long,  50  feet  wide,  and 
20  feet  high— 17  of  them  in  all— being  on  the  northeast  face.  Be¬ 
tween  each  traverse  or  bombproof  are  one  or  two  heavy  guns.  The 
fightinglasted  until  lOo’clock  atnight,  the  Ironsides  andmonitors  firing 
through  the  traverses  in  advance  of  our  troops,  and  the  level  strip  of 
land  called  Federal  Point  being  enfiladed  by  the  ships  to  prevent  rein¬ 
forcements  reaching  the  rebels. 

General  Terry  himself  went  into  the  fort,  and  I  kept  up  constant 
communication  with  him,  until  three  hearty  cheers,  which  were  taken 
up  by  the  fleet,  announced  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.  Fiudingtliat  the 
general  felt  anxious  about  the  enemy  receiving  reinforcements,  I  directed 
the  sailors  and  marines  to  relieve  the  troops  in  the  outer  line  of  our 
defenses,  and  a  large  number  of  soldiers  were  thus  enabled  to  join  our 
forces  in  the  fort. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  remark  here  that  I  never  saw  anything 
like  the  fearless  gallantry  and  endurance  displayed  by  our  troops;  they 
fought  like  lions,  and  knew  no  such  word  as  fail.  They  finally  fought 
and  chased  the  rebels  from  traverse  to  traverse  until  they  reached  Bat¬ 
tery  Lamb,  or  the  Mound— a  face  of  work  extending  about  1,400  yards 
in  length.  At  this  point  the  rebels  broke  and  fled  to  the  end  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Point.  Our  troops  followed  them  up,  and  they  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  remarkable  battles  on  record,  and  one 
which  will  do  more  damage  to  the  rebel  cause  than  any  that  has  taken 
place  this  war.  Two  thousand  three  hundred  rebels  manned  Fort 
Fisher;  1,900  were  taken  prisoners;  the  rest  were  killed  or  wounded. 
I  may  have  stated  some  inaccuracies  with  regard  to  these  military  mat¬ 
ters,  which  I  will  leave  to  General  Terry  to  supply. 

1  have  since  visited  Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjoining  works,  and  find 
their  strength  greatly  beyond  what  I  had  conceived;  an  engineer  might 
be  excusable  in  saying  they  could  not  be  captured  except  by  regular 
siege.  I  wonder  even  now  how  it  was  done. 

The  work,  as  1  said  before,  is  really  stronger  than  the  Malakoff  Tower, 
which  defied  so  long  the  combined  power  of  France  and  England,  and 
yet  it  is  captured  by  a  handful  of  men  under  the  fire  of  the  guns  of  the 
fleet,  and  in  seven  hours  after  the  attack  commenced  in  earnest. 

I  can  not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the  conduct  of  this  fleet  during 
the  time  we  have  been  engaged  in  these  operations.  I  do  not  know  an 
officer  in  command  who  has  not  performed  his  duty  to  the  best  of  his 
ability.  There  may  be  some  who  have  done  better  than  others,  but, 
after  all,  that  may  be  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  or  a  matter  of  prejudice 
or  partiality;  all  did  their  best,  and  we  can  ask  no  more.  To  make 
invidious  distinctions  in  a  report  of  this  kind  would  be  causing  matter 
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for  dispute,  and  I  sliall  content  myself  with  saying  that  the  Government 
may  well  be  proud  of  those  whom  it  has  intrusted  here  with  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  vessels. 

I  leave  each  commander  to  tell  what  his  subordinates  have  done,  and 
refer  the  Department  to  the  reports  of  divisional  commanders  for  an 
account  of  what  they  saw  and  did.  1  will,  however,  make  a  special 
report  of  what  I  consider  due  to  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  this 
contest  and  have  persistently  fought  for  the  Union. 

I  refer  you  to  Lieutenant  Commander  K.  R.  Breese,  who  led  the 
assault.  The  result  was  not  what  I  expected  when  1  planned  the  attack, 
but  it  would  have  succeeded  without  severe  loss  had  the  marines  per¬ 
formed  their  duty.  As  it  is,  we  have  lost  heavily,  and  the  country  has 
lost  some  gallant  officers  who  fell  on  the  enemy’s  ramparts. 

The  success  is  so  great  that  we  should  not  complain.  Men,  it  seems, 
must  die  that  this  Union  may  live,  and  the  Constitution  under  which 
we  have  gained  our  prosperity  must  be  maintained.  We  regret  our 
companions  in  arms  and  shed  a  tear  over  their  remains,  but  if  these 
rebels  should  succeed  we  would  have  nothing  but  regret  left  us  and  our 
lives  would  be  spent  in  terror  and  sorrow. 

As  soon  as  the  forts  were  taken  I  pushed  the  light-draft  gunboats 
into  the  river;  that  is,  as  soon  as  I  could  find  and  buoy  out  a  channel 
and  take  up  the  torpedoes,  which  were  very  thick.  We  found  the  wires 
leading  to  many,  and  underrun  them  with  boats.  We  found  the  tor¬ 
pedoes  too  heavy  to  lift  with  our  ordinary  boats,  and  they  must  have 
contained  at  least  a  ton  of  powder.  The  rebels  seemed  disposed  to  pay 
ns  back  1'or  the  famous  torpedo  Louisiana ,  which  exploded  in  their 
harbor  and  did  them  no  harm. 

We  had  some  difficulty  in  getting  the  vessels  across  the  bar  and  into 
the  river,  as  the  channel  is  very  narrow  and  the  bar  very  shoal.  A  few 
of  them  got  stuck,  but  were  got  off  again  with  the  tide.  We  all  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  followed  the  right  plan  to  capture  Fort 
Fisher,  one  in  which  the  nautical  man  of  any  sense  will  concur.  After 
I  got  three  of  the  gunboats  inside  the  bar  and  under  the  Mound,  the 
rebels  prepared  to  evacuate  Fort  Caswell.  Two  steamers  near  the  fort 
(which  I  think  were  the  Tallahassee  and  Ghickamauga)  were  set  fire  to 
and  blown  up  after  the  rebels  had  set  fire  to  the  fort.  That  blew  up  last 
night  with  a  heavy  explosion,  followed  by  some  minor  ones.  The  bar¬ 
racks  were  apparently  in  flames  all  night  and  some  little  works  between 
this  and  Caswell  blown  up.  I  have  sent  vessels  to  see  what  has  been 
done,  and  shall  be  governed  accordingly.  I  think  they  are  burning  up 
everything  in  Wilmington,  and  are  getting  away  as  fast  as  they  can. 
In  the  meantime  a  large  force  of  gunboats  occupies  the  river  between 
Caswell  and  Wilmington.  That  place  is  hermetically  sealed  against 
blockade  runners,  and  no  Alabamas  or  Floridas ,  Ghiclcamaugas  or  Talla- 
hassees  will  ever  fit  out  again  from  this  port,  and  our  merchant  vessels 
will  soon,  I  hope,  be  enabled  to  pursue  in  safety  their  avocation. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded;  we  have  lost  more  than  I  at 
first  estimated. 

We  expended  in  the  bombardment  about  50,000  shells  and  have  as 
much  more  on  hand.* 

*An  examination  of  reports  and  logs  shows  that  in  the  first  attack  on  Fort  Fisher 
by  the  Federal  fleet  there  were  expended  20,271  projectiles,  weighing  1,275,299 
pounds.  In  the  second  attack  there  were  expended  19,682  projectiles;  weight, 
1,652,638  pounds.  It  is  estimated  that  the  above  statement  includes  between  90  and 
95  per  cent  of  the  projectiles  actually  expended.— Compilbks. 
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L  feel  much  indebted  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  for  so  promptly 
supplying  us  with  ammunition  and  guns.  I  regret  that  someone 
stopped  our  supply  of  coal  (which  should  have  been  doubly  increased), 
for  it  came  very  near  defeating  this  expedition.  Had  we  not  been  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Army,  this  expedition  would  have  been  a  failure. 

We  shall  move  along  carefully,  have  no  vessels  blown  up  with  tor¬ 
pedoes  if  I  can  help  it,  and  I  think  we  will  be  in  Wilmington  before  long. 

You  may  rest  satisfied,  sir,  that  the  gate  through  which  the  rebels 
obtained  their  supplies  is  closed  forever,  and  we  can  sit  here  quietly 


and  watch  the  traitors  starve. 

1  enclose  you  a  number  of  reports  (dry,  though  necessary  details) 
with  which  I  will  not  overload  my  report  (already  too  long)  on  such  an 

interesting  occasion.  „ 

The  number  of  guns  captured  in  these  works  amount  to  75,  many  oi 
them  superb  rilled  pieces  of  very  heavy  caliber.  All  those  facing  the 
ships  were  dismounted  or  injured  so  they  could  not  be  used,  or  the 
muzzles  were  filled  up  with  sand  or  dirt,  which  rendered  them  useless. 
I  only  saw  two  that  were  not  rendered  useless. 

I  believe  we  have  burst  all  the  rifled  guns  left  in  the  fleet  (one  on  the 
Susquehanna ,  one  on  the  Pequot ,  and  one  on  the  Osceola)  and  I  think 
the  reputation  of  these  guns  is  now  about  ruined. 

I  shall  take  occasion  in  another  dispatch  to  call  your  attention  to 
those  officers  whom  I  consider  worthy  of  the  most  praise  and  the  appro¬ 


bation  and  notice  of  the  Department. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


[Enclosures.] 

List  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  during  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 
KILLED  IN  THE  ASSAULT. 


Lieut.  S.  W.  Preston . 

Flag-lieutenant. 
Commanding  Flag¬ 
ship  Malvern. 

Asst.  Surg.  W  in  .Longslia  w 
Act.  Ensign  Itobt.  Wiley.  - 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 

KILLED  BY  EXPLOSION  OF  MAGAZINE  IN  FORT  FgSHER  JANUARY  16. 

Act.  Asst.  Paymaster  R. 
U.  Gillette. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 

Act.  Ensign  A.  S.  Laigh- 
ton. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 

WOUNDED  IN  THE  ASSAULT. 

Lieut.  -Commander  W.  N. 
Allen. 

Lieut.  G.  M.  Bache . 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 
Commanding  U.  S.  S. 

Gettysburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

Do. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 

Act.  EnsignF.  A. O’Connor 
Act.  Ensign  G.  W.  Coffin.. 
Act.  Ensign  B.  W ood . 

Act.  Master  A.  J.  Louch  . . 
Act.  M .  Mate  E.  K.  Greene 
Act.  M.  Mate  J.  M.  Simms 
Act.  M.  Mate  A.  F. 
Aldrich. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram 
Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 

Do. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 

Act.Vol .  Lient.  F.  F.  Baury . 
Ensign  R.  D.  Evans . 

Act.  Ensign  L.  R.  Chester.. 
Act.  Ensign  James  Birt¬ 
wistle. 

Total  officers  killed  and  wounded 


21 
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Number  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  in  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 


Flagship  Malvern : 

Killed  in  the  assault .  3 

Wounded  iu  the  assault .  1 


U.  S.  S.  Saugus : 

Wounded  by  bursting  of  gun 
U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc : 

Wounded  in  the  assault . 

U.  S.  S.  Kansas : 

Wounded  in  the  assault . 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony : 

Killed  in  the  assault . 


Wounded  in  the  assault .  9 

Wounded  in  action .  .  3 


U.  S.  S.  Canonicus : 

Wounded  iu  action.. 
U.  S.  S.  Colorado : 

Killed  in  the  assault 


Killed  iu  action .  1 

Wounded  in  the  assault .  12 

Wounded  in  action .  2 

Missing .  8 


U.  S.  S.  Nereus : 

Killed  in  the  assault .  3 

Wounded  in  the  assault .  3 


U.  S.  S.  Pequot : 

Killed  in  the  assault .  2 

Killed  by  bursting  of  gun .  1 

Wounded  in  the  assault .  3 

Wounded  by  bursting  of  gun .  2 


U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg: 

Killed  in  the  assault . - . - .  2 

Killed  by  explosion  of  magazine  in  Fort  Fisher  January  16 .  4 

Wounded  in  the  assault .  6 


U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga: 

Killed  in  the  assault  ... 
Wounded  in  the  assault 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco : 

Killed  in  the  assault  ... 
Wounded  in  the  assault 

U.  S. S.  Shenandoah : 

Wounded  in  the  assault 
Missing . 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora: 

Killed  in  the  assault .... 
Wounded  in  the  assault 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island : 

Wounded  in  the  assault 
Missing . 

U.  S.  S.  Huron : 

Wounded  in  the  assault 
IJ.  S.  8.  Montgomery: 

Killed  in  the  assault ... 
Wounded  in  the  assault 

IT.  S.  S.  Monticello: 

Killed  in  the  assault .... 
Wounded  in  the  assault 


4 

1 

7 

1 


14 

3 


25 


6 


8 


12 

7 

14 

11 


15 


10 


8 
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U  S.  S.  Wabash  (incomplete) :  42 

Wounded  in  the  assault . 

u.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy :  2 

Wounded  in  the  assault .  1 

Missing .  .  3 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna:  3 

Killed  in  the  assault .  44 

Wounded  in  the  assault .  4 

Wounded  by  bursting  of  gun . .  18 


u.  S.  S.  Juniata: 

Killed  in  the  assault  .... 
Wounded  in  the  assault. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba: 
Killed  in  the  assault 
Wounded  in  the  assault 
Wounded  in  action . 


5 

10 


1 

7 

2 


15 


10 


U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson:  4 

Killed  in  the  assault .  4Q 

Wounded  in  the  assault .  . .  44 


U.  S.  S.  Yantic:  2 

Killed  in  the  assault . . .  4 

Wounded  in  the  assault . . 


U.  S.  S.  Powhatan:  ^  3 

Killed  in  the  assault  -  —  ■  —  -  -  ■  ■  ■  ■  4q 

Wounded  in  the  assault . - .  .  8 

Missing . - . .  30 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota: 

Killed  in  the  assault . - "•*  **** . y„* 

Killed  by  explosion  of  magazine  m  1  ort  Fisher  January  lb 
Wounded  in  the  assault . . . .  —  . . 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw : 

Wounded  in  the  assault. 
U.  S.  S.  Mohican: 

Wounded  in  the  assault. 


Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing .  309 

Note. — An  examination  of  reports  and  logs  shows  the  following  casualties  in 
United  States  naval  forces  engaged  in  the  second  attack  on  and  capture  of  fort 
Fisher :  Officers :  Killed,  6 ;  wounded,  26.  Enlisted  men :  Killed  82 ;  wounded,  215 , 
missing,  34.  Grand  total  killed,  wounded-,  and  missing,  393.  Tins  includes  of  the 
marines  2  officers  wounded;  and  of  the  men  7  killed,  47  wounded,  and  o  missing. 
Compilers. 


Special  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  commendation  of  Major-General  Terry, 

U.  S.  Army. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern,  off  Smithville ,  N.  G.,  January  20, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  been  so  mucli  pleased  with  General  Terry  and  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  has  conducted  his  part  of  the  operations  here  that  I 
deem  it  worthy  of  a  special  dispatch  to  express  what  I  feel. 

General  Terry  is  no  doubt  well  known  to  his  associates  in  the  field 
who  have  served  with  him,  and  to  the  lieutenant-general  who  selected 
him  for  this  service,  but  the  American  people  should  know  and  feel  the 
very  great  service  he  has  rendered  them  by  his  most  admirable  assault 
on  these  tremendous  works.  Young,  brave,  and  unassuming,  he  bears 
his  success  with  the  modesty  of  [a]  true  soldier,  and  is  willing  to  give 
credit  to  those  who  shared  with  him  the  perils  of  the  assault.  No  one 
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could  form  the  slightest  conception  of  these  works — their  magnitude, 
strength,  and  extent — who  had  not  seen  them,  and  General  Whiting 
(the  founder)  must  have  had  an  abiding  faith  in  the  durability  of  the 
Confederacy  when  he  expended  so  many  years  of  labor  on  them. 

The  result  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  was  the  fall  of  all  the  surround¬ 
ing  works  in  and  near  this  place.  Fort  Caswell,  a  large  work  at  the 
west  inlet,  mounting  29  guns;  all  the  works  on  Smith’s  Island,  the 
works  between  Caswell  and  Smitliville,  up  to  battery  on  Reeves’  Point 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river— in  all,  109  guns— falling  into  our  hands. 
Two  steamers  were  burned  or  blown  up,  and  there  never  was  so  clean 
a  scoop  made  anywhere. 

A  timid  man  would  have  hesitated  to  attack  these  works  by  assault, 
no  matter  what  assistance  he  may  have  had  from  other  quarters,  but 
General  Terry  never  for  an  instant  hesitated,  and  though  I  feel  some¬ 
what  flattered  at  the  confidence  he  reposed  in  my  judgment,  I  am  quite 
ready  to  believe  that  he  acted  on  his  own  ideas  of  what  was  proper  to 
be  done  in  the  matter  and  was  perfectly  qualified  to  judge  without  the 
advice  of  anyone. 

Throughout  this  affair  his  conduct  has  been  marked  by  the  greatest 
desire  to  be  successful,  not  for  the  sake  of  personal  considerations,  but 
for  the  cause  in  which  we  are  all  alike  engaged. 

I  don’t  know  that  I  ever  met  an  officer  who  so  completely  gained  my 
esteem  and  admiration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C . 


Special  report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  commendatory  of  the  conduct  of  Second 
Lieutenant  Clemens,  United  States  Signal  Corps. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  Second  Lieutenant  W.  W.  Clemens,  U.  S.  Signal  Corps,  was 
detailed,  at  my  request,  for  a  signal  officer  by  the  chief  of  that  corps, 
to  serve  as  signal  officer  on  my  staft.  Mr.  Clemens  has  taught  the 
army  code  to  at  least  one  of  the  regular  officers  on  board  each  ship 
that  had  them,  which  has  enabled  me  often  to  communicate  when  naval 
signals  would  have  been  ot  no  avail. 

In  addition,  his  services  have  been  to  me  of  the  utmost,  importance; 
thoroughly  collected  and  competent  at  all  times  and  under  any  circum¬ 
stances;  gentlemanly  in  his  deportment,  intelligent,  always  ready  and 

'  ''i  hope  you  will  at  least  send  a  copy  of  this  to  the  honorable  Secre¬ 
tary  of  War,  that  it  may  be  placed  on  file  as  a  slight  evidence  of  my 
appreciation  of  him  as  an  officer  and  gentleman. 

Through  Mr.  Clemens  I  was  in  constant  communication  with  General 
Terry  even  during  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  was  enabled  to 
direct’  the  fire  of  the  Neiv  Ironsides  to  the  traverses  occupied  by  the 
enemy  without  fear  of  hurting  our  own  people,  from  my  complete  reli¬ 
ance  on  him.  ,  ,  , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  assault. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  Ar.  G.,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  I  represented 
your  flag-  in  commanding  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  and  beg  leave  to 
state  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston  had  charge  of  a  force  of  about  10  men 
from  each  ship,  with  shovels  and  picks,  and  threw  up  within  000  yards 
of  the  fort  a  well-protected  breastwork,  and  from  that  gradually 
advanced  to  within  200  yards  a  succession  of  ride  pits  which  were  most 
promptly  occupied  by  a  line  of  skirmishers,  composed  of  marines  under 
Second  Lieutenant  L.  E.  Fagan,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps.  The  manner  m 
which  this  work  was  done  reflects  most  creditably  upon  Lieutenant 
Preston.  As  the  axlvance  was  made  he  came  to  me  and  reported  his 
work  finished  and  asked  that  he  might  be  employed  in  any  way.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Preston’s  services  were  most  useful  to  me,  and  in  his  last 
moments  he  attempted  to  send  me  word  that  he  had  carried  out  my 
orders. 

The  assaulting  party  was  composed  of  about  1,G00  seamen  and  400 
marines,  divided  into  four  lines,  as  follows:  First  line,  composed  of 
marines,  Captain  L.  L.  Dawson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  commanding. 
Second  line,  composed  of  the  landing  party  of  the  first  and  fourth 
divisions  of  the  squadron,  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cushman, 
commanding.  Third  line,  composed  of  the  landing  party  of  the  sec¬ 
ond  division  of  the  squadron,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
James  Parker,  who  most  generously  waived  his  seniority  upon  reading 
your  order  that  1  should  represent  you  on  shore.  Fourth  line,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  landing  party  of  the  third  division  of  the  squadron,  com¬ 
manded  by  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge.  The  second,  third, 
and  fourth  lines  were  of  about  equal  strength. 

It  was  intended  that  the  men  should  assault  in  line,  the  marines 
acting  as  sharpshooters,  and  the  different  lines  were  to  charge  over 
them,  but  from  the  difficulty  I  had  of  informing  myself  of  the  time 
when  the  army  was  to  assault,  which  was  to  guide  our  movements,  that 
moment  found  us  too  far  off  to  move  to  the  attack  unless  under  cover. 
When  I  discovered  that  the  army  was  moving  to  attack  the  fort,  I 
ordered  the  men  to  advance  by  the  flank  along  the  beach,  hoping  to  be 
able  to  form  them  for  the  assault  under  cover  of  the  marines,  but  400 
yards  distance,  exposed  to  a  most  galling  fire  of  musketry,  threw  a 
portion  of  the  marines  into  the  first  line,  and  the  rest  of  them  did  not 
take  position  as  they  should. 

The  second  and  third  lines  came  along  and  the  heads  of  the  three 
lines  joined  and  formed  one  compact  column,  which,  filing  up  to  the 
sea  face  of  Fort  Fisher,  assaulted  to  within  50  yards  of  the  parapet, 
which  was  lined  with  one  dense  mass  of  musketeers,  who  played  sad 
havoc  with  our  men.  Although  exposed  to  a  most  severe  fire  from  the 
enemy,  the  men  were  rallied  three  times  under  the  personal  encourage¬ 
ment  and  exposure  of  their  commanding  officers,  but  failed  to  gain 
much  ground.  A  few  officers  and  men  reached  the  parapet.  I  do  not 
know  their  names,  but  they  will  doubtless  be  found  in  the  reports  of 
the  officers  accompanying  the  party. 

The  marines  having  failed  to  occupy  their  position,  gave  the  enemy 
an  almost  unmolested  fire  upon  us.  Men  armed  with  Sharps  rifles  and 
the  few  marines  in  the  front,  opened  fire,  but  it  was  too  feeble  to  be  of 
avail.  Finding  the  rear  of  the  men  retreating,  I  hastened  toward  it  to 
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form  them  under  cover  and  have  them  use  their  rifles,  but  they  were 
too  far  distant  for  me  to  reach  them  and  I  accordingly  returned  to  a 
position  near  the  works.  As  I  did  so,  the  remaining  men,  notwith¬ 
standing  all  attempts  to  stop  them,  fled,  with  the  exception  of  about 
00,  among  whom  were  Lieutenant-Commanders  James  Parker,  C.  H. 
Cushman,  T.  O.  Selfridge,  and  M.  Sicard,  and  Lieutenants  N.  EL 
Farquhar  and  E.  H.  Lamson,  the  latter  of  whom  was  wounded,  and 
several  volunteer  officers  whose  names  1  unfortunately  do  not  know. 

The  lire  of  the  enemy  was  so  severe  that  the  few  of  our  men  remain¬ 
ing  had  to  seek  such  cover  as  they  could,  and  there  remained  until 
dark  when  a  demonstration  upon  the  part  of  the  rebels  induced  all  to 
make  a  rush,  and  most  succeeded  in  escaping. 

The  country  will  regret  the  death  of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston, 
acting  as  my  aid  in  carrying  orders,  who  was  killed  in  the  front,  and  of 
Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter,  killed  in  the  early  assault,  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  and  of  several  volunteer  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  killed 
during  the  attack. 

Of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longsliaw,  special  mention  should  be 
made  on  account  of  his  great  bravery  and  attention  to  the  wounded 
under  the  hottest  fire,  until  finally  he  fell  a  victim  in  the  very  act  of 
binding  up  the  wounds  of  a  marine. 

I  can  but  attribute  the  failure  of  the  assault  to  the  absence  of  the 
marines  from  their  position,  as  their  fire  would  have  enabled  our 
“  boarders  ”  to  use  their  cutlasses  and  pistols  most  effectively.  By  this 
I  would  imply  that  [there  was]  the  lack  of  proper  organization,  it  being 
impossible  in  the  short  space  of  time,  on  account  of  throwing  so  many 
small  squads  of  men  from  the  different  vessels  together  in  one  mass, 
lacking  proper  company  formations  and  wholly  unacquainted  with  each 
other,  to  secure  such  organization.  This  led  to  the  confusion  exhibited, 
for  it  was  not  due  to  any  want  of  personal  valor  on  the  part  of  the 
officers  or  men. 

Although  the  officers  and  men  were  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the 
enemy,  to  them  of  a  novel  character  and  upon  a  novel  element,  which 
would  have  tried  veterans,  yet  they  advanced  nobly,  and  the  survivors 
must  be  satisfied  that  they  contributed,  in  no  small  degree,  to  the 
success  of  the  army.  The  enemy  believing,  as  I  am  informed,  that  the 
main  assault  was  to  come  from  us,  were  much  surprised  upon  looking 
to  their  rear,  to  find  the  army  so  far  advanced  in  their  works. 

The  medical  officers  sent  on  shore  with  the  landing  party  established 
their  field  hospital  at  a  work  about  a  mile  from  the  fort,  where  Assistant 
Surgeon  B.  H.  Kidder  took  charge  of  the  wounded,  who  were  conveyed 
there  and  their  wants  attended  to  as  well  as  circumstances  would 

P6As  near  as  I  could  estimate,  there  were  about  65  killed  and  200 

wounded.  „  .. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  B.  Cushing,  m  the  extreme  front,  finding 
nothing  could  be  done,  left  with  the  retreating  men  and  succeeded 
finally  in  rallying  them,  and,  at  the  request  of  General  Terry,  occupied 
the  lines  near  his  headquarters,  which  enabled  him  to  withdraw  men 
to  reinforce  his  force  in  the  fort. 

Being  a  witness  to  the  assault  of  the  army  after  our  repulse,  I  can 
not  but  express  my  admiration  of  the  extreme  gallantry  of  its  attack. 
Where  one  act  of  personal  bravery  was  displayed  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy,  a  dozen  or  more  were  conspicuous  on  our  part,  and  it  was  a 
most  imposing  sight  to  see  how  splendidly  our  brave  soldiers  did  their 
work. 
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In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  I  may  have  omitted  the  names  of 
officers  who  have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  gallantry,  yet  I  could 
not  fail  to  mention  those  above  named,  who  came  personally  under  my 
notice,  and  I  trust  that  the  commanding  officers  of  the  assaulting  lines 

will  do  iustice  to  all.  , ,  ,,  ,  T 

Of  Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker,  I  would  say  that  I  was  a 
witness  to  his  efforts  to  advance  his  men,  to  the  free  exposure >  of  Ins 
person,  and  although  ranking  me  he  would  let  no  obstacle  of  that 
nature  interpose  and  check  his  endeavor  to  do  Ins  utmost  to  capture 
til©  fort 

To°vour  Secretary,  Mr.  C.  P.  Porter,  acting  as  my  aid,  I  am  very 
much  indebted.  Though  frequently  sent  to  the  rear  with  orders  he 
was  mostly  promptly  back,  and  at  the  assault  he  was  found  at  the 

^  Although  the  assaulting  party  failed,  I  think  it  but  due  to  those  who 
advanced,  and  to  the  memories  of  the  slain,  to  claim  for  them  through 
their  strong  demonstration,  a  corresponding  resistance  from  the  enemy , 
and  a  weakening  of  the  rebel  defense  toward  our  army. 

I  have  been  informed  by  officers  who  conversed  with  prisoners,  that 
the  enemy  believed  ours  to  be  the  main  assault,  and  concentrated 
against  us  their  main  force. 

In  saying  this,  I  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  in  the  least  to 
detract  froni  tlie  splendid  gallantry  exhibited  by  our  army?  which  was 
worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  that  can  be  bestowed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  1  K.  B.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese,  regarding  the  deaths  of  Lieutenants  Preston  and  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  1 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  communication  from  my  fleet  captain,  Lieutenant- 
Commander  K.  B.  Breese,  in  relation  to  the  lamented  Lieutenants  Pres¬ 
ton  and  Porter,  who  fell  together  before  the  walls  of  Port  Fisher  and 
while  trying  to  plant  the  Union  colors  on  the  enemy’s  ramparts. 

No  eulogy  passed  on  these  two  gallant  men  could  do  them  full  jus¬ 
tice.  To  me  they  had  both  endeared  themselves  by  their  noble  quali¬ 
ties,  and  in  their  deaths  I  feel  as  if  I  had  lost  two  members  of  my  own 
family.  Their  names  and  gallant  deeds  will  long  be  remembered  by 
their  "associates  in  arms,  and  the  memory  of  their  heroic  gallantry  will 
inspire  future  heroes  to  emulate  their  conduct.  The  officers  of  the 
squadron  propose  to  erect  a  monument  at  Annapolis  to  the  memory  of 
the  gallant  dead,  but  their  memories  will  live  in  history  long  after  the 
stone  that  records  their  deeds  has  crumbled  into  dust. 

I  must  not  omit  to  pay  a  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  noble 
Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  who  was  shot  dead  near  the 
enemy’s  works  while  engaged  in  an  act  of  mercy,  binding  up  the 
wounds  of  a  sailor,  and  of  the  gallant  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  John 
Blackmer,  who  fell  and  died  in  the  same  way.  Nor  must  I  omit  the 
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name  of  Acting  Ensign  Robert  Wiley,  who  died  fighting  manfully  and 
endeavoring  to  reach  the  enemy’s  parapets. 

They  all  died  like  heroes,  and  the  nation  is  as  much  bound  to  mourn 
their  loss  as  those  who  have  held  higher  positions. 

They  are  all  regretted  deeply  here,  and  their  names  will  all  be  for¬ 
ever  associated  with  one  of  the  most  gallant  attacks  ever  made  on  a 
powerful  fortress. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gtdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Fort.  Fisher ,  January  18,  1865. 

Admiral  :  In  my  last  report  of  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher  I  have 
scarcely  mentioned  the  names  and  services  of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Pres¬ 
ton,  your  flag-lieutenant,  and  Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter,  your  flag- 
captain,  thinking  that  by  a  little  delay  I  might  the  more  do  justice,  yet 
I  seem  to  feel  that  impossible  in  me. 

Preston,  after  accomplishing  most  splendidly  the  work  assigned  him 
by  you,  which  was  both  dangerous  and  laborious,  under  constant  fire, 
came  to  me  as  my  aid  for  orders,  showing  no  flagging  of  spirit  or  body, 
and  returning  from  the  rear,  whither  he  had  been  sent,  fell  among  the 
foremost  at  the  front,  as  he  had  lived,  the  thorough  embodiment  of  a 
a  United  States  naval  officer. 

Porter,  conspicuous  by  his  figure  and  uniform  as  well  as  by  his  great 
gallantry,  claimed  the  right  to  lead  the  headmost  column  with  the 
Malvern’s  men  he  had  taken  with  him,  carrying  your  flag,  and  fell  at 
its  very  head. 

Two  more  noble  spirits  the  world  never  saw,  nor  had  the  Navy  ever 
two  more  intrepid  men.  Young,  talented,  and  handsome,  the  bravest 
of  the  brave,  pure  in  their  lives,  surely  their  names  deserve  something 
more  than  a  passing  mention  and  are  worthy  to  be  handed  down  to 
posterity  with  the  greatest  and  best  of  naval  heroes. 

WTere  you  not  so  well  acquainted  with  their  characters,  I  should 
deem  it  my  duty  to  speak  of  their  high  merits,  but  as  chief  of  your 
staff,  to  which  they  belonged,  I  must  speak  of  their  wonderful  single¬ 
ness  of  purpose  to  do  their  whole  duty,  always  most  cheerful  and  will¬ 
ing,  desirous  of  undertaking  anything  which  might  redound  to  the 
credit  of  the  service,  giving  me  at  all  times  the  most  ready  assistance 
in  my  duties,  combining  with  their  intelligence  a  ready  perception  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  their  orders,  the  country  has  lost 
two  such  servants  as  could  illy  be  spared,  and  your  staff  its  brightest 
ornaments. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet- Captain,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Unofficial  letter  from  Lieutenant  Lamsm,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Rhind,  U.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Preston. 


U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  16,  1865. 

Dear.  Captain  Rhind:  You  will  no  doubt  learn  the  good  news  of 
our  victory  and  the  sad,  sad  tidings  of  Preston’s  death  before  this 
reaches  you:  but  as  lie  was  shot  by  my  side  I  thought  you  would  like 
to  know  some  of  the  particulars  of  the  fall  of  one  whom  we  all  loved 
and  admired  so  much,  aud  whom  I  knew  was  sincerely  attached  to  you. 

The  storming  party  from  the  fleet  was  landed  about  2  miles  from  the 
fort  before  noon,  and  Mr.  Preston  had  charge  of  an  advanced  force  with 
shovels  to  throw  up  some  rifle  pits  so  that  we  could  approach  as  near 
as  possible  without  being  exposed  to  the  enemy’s  fire.  About  5  p.  m 
the  signal  was  made  for  the  assault,  and  Mr.  Preston  was  near  the  head 
of  the  column.  We  advanced  along  the  beach  near  the  water  till  we 
had  reached  the  palisades,  where  we  turned  straight  for  the  sea  face  of 
the  forf,  the  army  assaulting  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  the  fort  about 


the  same  time. 

The  fleet  now  ceased  firing,  and  in  an  instant  the  entire  front  of  tue 
fort  was  lined  with  riflemen,  who,  secure  behind  the  breastworks,  poured 
a  terrible  fire  into  us,  and  we  received  grape  aud  canister  at  the  same 
time  from  the  Mound  and  the  other  batteries. 

The  men  still  pressed  forward,  and  when  near  the  palisades  Mr.  I  res- 
ton  was  struck  in  the  left  thigh  or  groin,  the  femoral  artery  being  sev¬ 
ered.  He  fell  forward,  and  one  of  the  men  stooped  to  assist  him  and 
was  shot,  falling  on  Mr.  Preston.  Some  one  pulled  him  off,  and  Mr. 
Preston  turned  over  on  his  back  and  soon  expired.  I  had  got  forward 
some  twenty  paces  more,  when  I  was  knocked  dowu  by  a  shot  through 
the  left  arm  and  shoulder.  I  arose  again  and  got  up  nearer  the  parapet, 
when  I  fell  from  loss  of  blood  and  exhaustion. 

The  officers  were  all  doing  their  utmost  to  get  the  men  forward,  but 
the  hopelessness  of  attempting  to  get  over  the  palisades,  ditch,  and  the 
steep  parapet  was  apparent,  and  the  men  fell  so  fast  that  every  forma¬ 
tion  was  instantly  broken;  still  I  think  we  would  have  made  a  more 
desperate  effort  if  so  many  of  the  leading  officers  had  not  been  killed  or  • 
wounded.  Our  men  fell  back,  taking  many  wounded  with  them,  but 
leaving  the  ground  covered  with  the  dead,  dying,  and  wounded.  As 
soon  as  I  could  get  a  bandage  round  my  arm  to  stop  the  flow  of  blood 
I  started  to  crawl  to  Preston  to  see  if  I  could  do  anything  for  him,  but 
a  wounded  man  near  him  called  to  me  that  he  was  dead.  Poor  fellow, 
it  made  my  heart  sick  to  see  him  stretched  out  on  the  sand,  and  I 
mourned  him,  not  only  as  a  dear  friend  lost,  but  as  a  loss  to  the  service 
of  the  most  superior  young  officer  I  have  ever  seen  in  it. 

In  the  meantime  the  army  carried  almost  without  resistance  five 
traverses  on  the  left,  for  Colonel  Lamb  says  he  thought  ours  the  main 
attack  and  had  most  all  the  garrison  to  meet  us. 

The  fleet  opened  fire  again  over  us,  who  were  lying  under  the  parapet, 
aud  the  army  took  one  traverse  after  another  till  the  rebels  surrendered. 
The  army  officers  say  freely  that  they  never  could  have  got  into  the 
fort  had  it  not  been  for  our  assault  on  the  sea  face  drawing  the  garrison 
to  that  side.  Looking  down  from  the  parapet  now  I  do  not  wonder  we 
did  not  get  up,  especially  as  we  had  no  sharpshooters  to  cover  us  to 
keep  the  rebels  from  using  their  muskets  so  freely.  Captain  Breese 
commanded  the  assault,  and  did  everything  a  brave  and  good  officer 
could  have  done  under  the  circumstances.  Lieutenant-Commander 
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Cushman  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  leg.  Lieutenant  Porter,  of  the 
Malvern ,  killed  near  Preston,  shot  through  the  left  breast,  and  many 
other  officers  wounded.  I  do  not  know  our  loss,  hut  it  can  not  be  much 
less  than  200  or  250. 

My  wound  is  only  through  the  flesh  of  the  arm  and  shoulder  and  is 
doing  well. 

The  fort  is  stronger  even  than  we  thought,  and  nothing  but  the  severe 
bombardment  and  the  desperate  assaults  could  have  taken  it. 

I  am  sure  no  one  will  be  more  rejoiced  than  yourself  at  the  victory 
after  the  desperate  risk  you  ran  to  destroy  it,  and  you  are  often  spoken 
of  in  connection  with  the  fall  of  Port  Fisher,  and  many  wishes  are 
expressed  that  you  could  have  been  here  at  the  time.  Mr.  Preston  left  a 
note  saying  he  wished  his  remains  to  be  interred  at  Annapolis,  there  to 
rest,  and  they  have  been  sent  there  in  charge  of  an  officer. 

I  have  lost  2  officers  and  4  men  killed  and  have  G  wounded. 

With  high  respect,  I  remain,  very  truly,  yours, 

E.  H.  Lamson. 

Commander  A.  C.  Rhind,  II.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  IT.  S.  Navy,  calling  attention  to  special  acts  of 

gallantry. 


Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  J anuary  38,  1865. 

Admiral:  In  my  report  of  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher  I  did  not  men¬ 
tion  the  fact  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman  being  wounded,  as  be 
made  so  light  of  the  affair,  and  did  not  wish  to  be  included  amongst 
those  mentioned  as  such.  Since  I  have  learned  that  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Cushman’s  wound  was  more  severe  than  I  had  even 
thought,  and  I  think  it  but  right  that  I  should  mention  that,  though  in 
this  condition  and  very  ranch  fatigued  from  his  efforts  of  the  day,  being 
relieved  by  darkness  from  the  lire  of  the  fort,  he  collected  together  the 
men  of  his  column  and  posted  them  in  the  lines  occupied  by  us  that 
night,  requiring  a  great  exertion  and  constant  movement  until  2  a.  m. 
the  following  morning. 

I  also  would  wish  to  bring  to  your  notice  the  conduct  of  a  young  lad  of 
the  Wabash,  named  Myers,  who  three  several  times  left  a  good  protection 
from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  went  to  the  assistance  of  wounded  men 
and  under  lire  carried  them  to  the  friendly  shelter  ot  his  hole  in  the 
sand,  and  this  within  a  hundred  yards  of  Fort  Fisher. 

I  had  hoped  to  obtain  the  name  of  a  very  brave  and  gallant  officer  of 
the  Vanderbilt  who  led  their  assaulting  party,  but  have  been  unable  to 
do  so.  This  officer  was  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry,  and  most  richly 
deserves  special  mention. 

I  would  also  wish  to  say  that  Acting  Lieutenant-Commander  Panels, 
of  the  Vanderbilt,  suffering  from  ill  health  and  unable  to  keep  up  with 
the  assaulting  party,  rendered  much  valuable  assistance  in  rallying  the 
men  and  in  caring  for  the  wounded. 

I  regret  that  my  personal  acquaintance  with  the  many  brave  officers 
and  men  around  me  on  that  day  was  so  slight  that  I  could  not  even 
recognize  to  what  ships  they  belonged,  except  in  the  instances  named, 
and  that  necessarily  I  have  failed  to  mention  particularly  some  who  I 
saw  behaved  splendidly,  and  have  trusted  to  the  commanding  officers 
of  columns  to  name  others. 


452 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


I  wish  also  to  bear  witness  to  the  handsome  manner hn  which  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Fagan,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  did  his  duty  with  his  sharpshooters, 
and  to  the  gallantry  he  exhibited  in  advancing  his  men  so  close  to  the 

^Ai/additional  regret  I  feel  in  the  loss  of  Flag-Lieutenant  Preston, 
who  could  so  much  better  have  done  justice,  that  it  devolves  upon  me 
to  mention  how  well  the  officers  and  men  behaved  engaged  m  digging 
rifle  pits,  and  of  the  bravery  evinced  by  many  of  them  m  advancing 
under  a  perfectly  exposed  fire  to  within  300  yards  of  the  fort  and  (tig¬ 
ging  their  pits  under  fire.  A  number  were  killed  and  wounded  m  the 

Although  these  men  had  been  hard  at  work  all  day  and  were  told  by 
Lieutenant  Preston  that  they  were  not  expected  to  join  in  the  assault, 
I  know  of  scarcely  any  who  had  arms  that  did  not  join  it. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K.  R.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron . 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  commendation  of  officers  of  his  command. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

77.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir:  After  such  an  engagement  and  success  as  this  fleet  has  met 
with,  I  think  it  due  to  the  officers  engaged  to  mention  those  particularly 
who,  in  my  opinion,  deserve  the  commendation  of  the  Department  or 
merit  promotion. 

I  did  not  think  it  well  to  mention  these  matters  in  my  late  official 
dispatch,  as  such  reports  seldom  or  never  give  satisfaction  to  offi¬ 
cers  or  their  friends,  and  give  rise  more  often  to  heartburnings  and 
jealousies  which  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  on  an  occasion  like  this.  It  is 
no  easy  matter  for  a  commander  in  chief  to  do  full  justice  to  all  con¬ 
cerned,  but  I  will  endeavor  to  do  so  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  without 
partiality  to  any  one  beyond  what  I  must  naturally  feel  toward  those 
who  have  given  me  their  warmest  support  on  this  occasion. 

I  trust  I  need  not  remind  the  Department  that  our  success  here  has 
in  material  and  forts  been  greater  than  on  any  other  occasion  during 
this  war. 

I  trust  that  some  promotions  will  grow  out  of  this,  if  only  to  show 
the  officers  that  there  is  reward  in  store  for  those  who  do  the  fighting. 

First  and  foremost  on  the  list  of  commodores  is  Commodore  H.  K. 
Thatcher,  full  of  honest  zeal  and  patriotism;  his  vessel  was  always 
ready  for  action,  and  when  he  did  go  into  it,  his  ship  was  handled  with 
admirable  skill.  No  vessel  in  the  squadron  was  so  much  cut  up  as  the 
Colorado,  for  some  reason  the  rebels  selecting  her  for  a  target.  I  believe 
Commodore  Thatcher  would  have  fought  his  ship  until  she  went  to  the 
bottom,  and  went  into  the  fight  with  a  full  determination  to  conquer  or 
die.  There  is  no  reward  too  great  for  this  gallant  officer;  he  has  shown 
the  kind  of  ability  naval  leaders  should  possess — a  love  of  fighting  and 
an  invincible  courage. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lannian,  commanding  the  Minnesota,  was  selected 
to  lead  the  line,  his  vessel  being  the  slowest  and  least  manageable;  con¬ 
sequently  he  led  into  action,  except  on  an  occasion  when  the  Colorado 
took  his  place. 
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1  was  much  pleased  with  the  maimer  in  which  he  handled  his  ship 
and  fired  throughout  the  action,  the  whole  affair  on  his  part  being  con¬ 
ducted  with  admirable  judgment  and  coolness.  I  recommend  him  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Department  as  one  on  whom  they  can  place 
the  utmost  reliance,  place  him  in  any  position. 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon,  commanding  the  Susquehanna,  is  an  unusu¬ 
ally  intelligent  officer,  and  who  does  not  need  to  be  told  a  second  time 
where  to  go  in  time  of  action.  This  is  the  second  important  affair  in 
which  he  has  been  engaged  during  this  war,  in  both  of  which  he  has 
acquitted  himself  in  the  most  handsome  manner.  His  ship  was  beau¬ 
tifully  handled,  and  impressed  me  with  her  good  discipline  and  accurate 
firing.  To  me  personally  ho  has  given  his  warmest  support,  and  I 
should  fail  in  my  duty  if  I  did  not  give  him  the  full  credit  he  deserved. 
His  conduct  throughout  this  harassing  affair  has  met  my  Avarmest 
approbation,  and  I  think  he  is  one  of  those  who  merit  promotion  when 
the  Government  thinks  proper  to  reward  those  who  have  borne  the 
brunt  of  battle. 

Commodore  James  F.  Schenck  and  his  vessel,  the  Powhatan ,  have 
come  up  to  my  expectations  in  every  respect.  This  officer  in  battle  has 
shown  himself  worthy  to  command  so  fine  a  ship.  He  performed  his 
duty  most  faithfully,  and  I  am  proud  not  only  to  ha\Te  had  him  under 
my  command,  but  to  see  him  reinstated  in  the  position  to  which  he  has 
done  so  much  credit.  He  deserves  all  I  can  say  of  him,  and  is  worthy 
of  promotion. 

Commodore  William  Eadford,  in  command  of  that  noble  ship,  the 
Ironsides ,  and  also  in  command  of  the  division  of  monitors,  gained  my 
warmest  admiration  by  his  conduct  throughout  this  affair.  He  has 
shown  abilities  of  a  very  high  character,  not  only  in  fighting  and  ma¬ 
neuvering  his  vessel,  but  in  taking  care  of  his  division.  Eeadyatall 
times  for  battle  and  eager  to  go  into  the  fight  alone,  he  performed 
admirably  when  his  guns  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy.  His  ves¬ 
sel  did  more  execution  than  any  vessel  in  the  fleet,  and  even  when  our 
troops  were  on  the  parapet  I  had  so  much  confidence  in  the  accuracy 
of  his  fire  that  he  was  directed  to  fire  on  the  traverses  in  advance  of 
our  troops  and  clear  them  out.  This  he  did  most  effectually,  and  but 
for  this- victory  might  not  have  been  ours.  Having  broken  his  rudder 
in  a  heavy  gale,  he  rigged  up  a  temporary  one  under  adverse  circum¬ 
stances,  and  had  his  ship  ready  as  soon  as  the  rest.  He  seemed  never 
to  tire  of  fighting,  and  for  three  days  laid  within  1,000  yards  of  Fort 
Fisher  without  moving  his  anchor,  and  made  the  rebels  feel  that  we 
came  there  to  stay.  Under  all  and  every  circumstance  Commodore 
Eadford  has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation,  and  is  deserving  of  the 
greatest  promotion  that  can  be  given  him. 

Captain  James  Alden,  commanding  the  Brooklyn ,  has  been  near  me, 
and  at  times  associated  with  me,  during  this  war.  He  had  already 
done  enough  to  deserve  promotion  before  the  commencement  of  opera¬ 
tions  before  Fort  Fisher,  but  if  the  matter  was  at  any  time  doubtful, 
he  certainly  has  earned  promotion  now.  Always  leading  heretofore,  or 
assisting  with  all  his  energies,  he  has  been  engaged  in  all  the  success¬ 
ful  attacks  on  forts.  His  aid  to  me  on  this  late  occasion  has  been  very 
valuable.  Always  intelligent  and  energetic,  he  never  had  to  be  told  to 
get  ready;  he  always  kept  ready;  he  anticipated,  which  is  a  quality 
very  desirable  in  an  officer,  and  without  which  he  can  not  be  expected 
to  be  very  useful.  His  vessel  was  always  in  the  right  place  and  at  the 
right  time,  and  when  his  batteries  opened,  no  frigate  could  do  more 
execution.  I  have  spoken  before  of  the  high  qualities  of  this  officer. 
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«aV»'  *.  72ir,PehakSSXmed  his  duty 
well  Ho  has  also  made  a  good  record  at  the  Department i,  and  has  bee 

than  assist^as  he  ha*  done  in  the  capture  of  this  place,  he  deserves  pro- 

“fS^oL^nToIptoThais  Steedman,  commanding  Ticond^ 
roatl  and  Captain  D.  B.  Ridgley,  commanding  Shenandoah ;  though 
commanding  smaller  vessels  than  the  others,  and  less  effective  in  their 
firo  rlid  the  best  thev  could.  This  is  the  second  important  attan  Cap 
tafn  Steedman  has been  in,  and  Captain  Ridgley  has  been  very  ener- 
geUc  during  the  war  against  blockade  runners.  I  recommend  them 

b0L^eutrenanBCommander  K.  R.  Breese,  my  fleet  captain,  has  been  with 
me  nearly  all  the  time  since  the  rebellion  broke  out.  In  command  of  a 
division  of  a  mortar  fleet  which  opened  the  way  to  Hew  Orleans, 
made  his  first  record  there.  In  the  Mississippi  with  me  for 'two  7ea^’ 
eno-awed  in  harassing  and  dangerous  duty,  he  always  acquitted  himself 
to  my  satisfaction.  In  charge  of  the  mortars  at  the  megeot  Vicksburg 
he  helped  to  hasten  the  surrender  of  that  stronghold.  At  Fort  I  isher 
he  led  the  boarders  in  the  assault,  and  though  we  were  not  successful 
in  setting  into  the  works  in  the  face  of  equal  numbers,  yet  that  assault 
gained  the  day,  as  is  generally  admitted  on  every  side;  our  troops 
obtained  a  footing  without  much  resistance,  and  then  nobly  maintained 
what  they  had  won.  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  did  all  that  he 
could  to  rally  his  men,  and  made  two  or  three  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
regain  the  parapet,  but  the  marines  having  failed  m  their  duty  to  sup¬ 
port  the  gallant  officers  and  sailors  who  took  the  lead,  he  had  to  retrie 
to  a  place  of  safety.  He  did  not,  however,  leave  the  ground,  but 
remained  under  the  parapet  in  a  rifle  pit  using  a  musket  until  night 
favored  his  escape.  He  is  a  clever,  gallant  officer,  and  I  strongly 

recommend  his  immediate  promotion  to  a  commander. 

I  also  recommend  the  promotion  of  Lieutenant-Commander  H.  A. 
Adams,  ir.,  without  whose  services  we  should  have  been  brought  to  a 
standstill  more  than  once ;  he  volunteered  for  anything  and  everything. 

The  following  officers  who  volunteered  to  lead  their  men  in  the 
assault  on  Fort  Fisher  deserve  particular  notice.  These  officers  volun¬ 
teered  for  the  service,  and  undertook  what  was  considered  by  the  Reg¬ 
ular  Army  the  forlorn  hope  of  the  assault.  Howhere  in  the  annals  of 
war  have  officers  and  sailors  undertaken  so  desperate  a  service,  and. 
one  which  was  deemed  impossible  by  a  former  general,  and  an  engi¬ 
neer  having  a  high  reputation  in  the  service.  Twenty-one  officers  were 
killed  and  wounded  in  this  service,  and  20  officers  and  GO  men  were  kept 
for  four  hours  under  fire  from  the  enemies’  sharpshooters,  not  being  able 
to  escape  until  night  set  in.  The  courage  of  these  officers  deserves  the 
highest  reward.  Their  efforts,  though  unsuccessful,  gained  the  day,  as 
the  enemy  considered  this  the  main  attack  and  brought  superior  num¬ 
bers  from  a  superior  position  to  bear  on  it.  The  names  of  some  of  these 
officers  will  be  found  on  record  on  the  files  of  the  Department,  amongst 
which  those  of  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge  and  Lieutenant 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


455 


George  M.  Bache  will  be  found  most  conspicuous.  I  recommend  that 
Lieuteuant-Commauder  James  Parker,  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O. 
Selfridge,  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  EL  Cushman,  Lieutenant  R.  IT. 
Lamson,  and  Lieutenant  George  M.  Bache  be  promoted.  The  three  lat¬ 
ter  were  severely  wounded. 

Though  the  marines  did  not  do  their  duty,  Captain  L.  L.  Dawson, 
Captain  George  Butler,  and  Second  lieutenants  William  Wallace, 
Charles  F.  Williams,  and  Louis  E.  Fagan  were  found  in  the  front  and 
fought  gallantly.  I  recommend  them  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
Department. 

To  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson,  commanding  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  I  am  partic¬ 
ularly  indebted  for  his  zeal  in  covering  the  troops,  landing  guns,  and 
taking  his  division  into  action,  and  to  Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  commanding 
the  Fort  Jackson,  for  performing  the  diiierent  duties  he  was  called  on 
to  perform.  I  recommend  them  both  for  promotion. 

I  refer  you  to  Captain  Glisson’s  report  in  relation  to  the  commanding 
officers  in  his  division.  I  also  recommend  to  the  Department  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Commander  T.  S.  Phelps,  in  command  of  the  Juniata. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  H.  Upshur,  in  the  A.  I).  Vance,  had  charge 
of  the  reserves,  and  was  employed  night  and  day  in  landing  army  stores 
and  guns,  and  covering  the  troops  from  the  rebels  outside  of  our  lines. 
His  guns  did  good  execution,  anti  though  his  duties  prevented  him  from 
participating  in  the  attack  on  the  forts,  I  can  not  withhold  his  name, 
and  recommend  him  for  advancement.  I  recommend  that  Commander 
E.  G.  Parrott,  commanding  the  Monadnoclc ;  Commander  E.  R.  Colkoun, 
commanding  the  Saugus  ;  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver,  com¬ 
manding  the  Mahopac,  and  Lieutenant-Commander  George  E.  Belknap, 
be  promoted.  These  officers  have  given  a  world-renowned  name  to  the 
monitors,  and  have  shown  what  they  were  capable  of  performing  when 
properly  placed  and  managed.  They  had  the  hardest  part  of  the  work, 
and  there  is  no  end  to  their  energy,  bravery,  and  untiring  zeal. 

I  can  draw  no  distinction  between  the  following  officers,  whom  I  rec¬ 
ommend  for  promotion.  They  were  under  hre  most  all  the  time,  and  at 
close  quarters,  and  coolly  performed  what  was  required  of  them: 

Lieutenant  Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun,  commanding  the  Tacony ; 
Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmough,  commanding  the  Kansas ; 
Lieutenant-Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay,  commanding  the  Unadilla ; 
Lieutenant  Commander  D.  L.  Braine,  commanding  the  Pequot ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Ralph  Chandler,  commanding  the  Maumee ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  M.  iSicard,  commanding  the  Seneca ;  Commander 
J.  H.  Spotts,  commanding  the  Pawtuxet ;  Lieutenant-Commander  W. 
G.  Temple,  commanding  the  P onto o sue  ;  Ideutenant-Commander  T.  C. 
Harris,  commanding  the  Y antic  ;  Commander  J.  C.  Howell,  command¬ 
ing  the  Nereus ;  Commander  D.  Ammen,  commanding  the  Mohican ; 
Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont,  commanding  the  Mackinaw  ;  Commander 
J.  M.  B.  Clitz,  commanding  the  Osceola ;  Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L. 
Davis,  commanding  the  Sassacus  ;  Lieutenant-Commander  E.  E.  Pot¬ 
ter,  commanding  the  Chippewa  ;  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing,  command¬ 
ing  the  Monticello ;  Commander  S.  D.  Trencliard,  commanding  the 
Rhode  Island;  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  A.  R.  Langthorne,  com¬ 
manding  the  Alabama  ;  Acting  A  olunteer  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Dunn,  com¬ 
manding  the  Montgomery. 

I  also  recommend  for  promotion  Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts,  com¬ 
manding  the  Little  Ada;  Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter,  commanding 
the  Nansemond ;  Acting  Master  E.  S.  IEeyser,  commanding  the  Eolus , 
for  gallant  conduct  throughout  the  action.  Also  Acting  Volunteer 
Lieutenant  John  MacDiarmid,  commanding  Governor  Buckingham. 


456  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

V 

I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  different  commanders  for  recom¬ 
mendations  of  those  under  tlieir  command,  as  it  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  know  anything  in  relation  to  them.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  the  surrender  of  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear  River  is  one  of  the 
most,  if  not  the  most,  important  events  of  the  war,  in  which  the  largest 
stronghold  of  the  enemy  was  captured  under  adverse  circumstances, 
the  justice  of  promotion  will  be  seen.  Its  importance  will  be  soon  felt 
in  the  fall  of  Richmond,  to  which  it  is  as  necessary  now  as  the  main 

artery  is  to  the  human  system.  _  . 

I  trust  the  Department  will  be  liberal  in  its  promotions.  This  is 
almost  a  naval  affair  entirely,  for  the  idea  originated  in  the  Favy 
Department,  and  until  the  reputation  of  the  Army  became  in  danger  of 
being  reflected  upon,  we  met  from  that  branch  of  the  service  little  or 
no  encouragement.  Few  promotions  have  taken  place  during  this  war, 
and  it  would  be  gratifying  to  the  friends  of  all  concerned  to  see  the 
advancement  of  those  who  have  worked  so  patiently  for  three  years  and 
have  made  so  handsome  a  denouement. 

I  have  heard  a  matter  freely  discussed  amongst  the  officers,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Department.  A  distribution 
of  medals  to  officers  would  be  a  most  popular  thing:  this  is  so  common 
a  thing  amongst  modern  nations,  and  so  universally  accepted  as  a 
reward  for  eminent  services  among  officers  and  men,  that  I  recommend 
its  adoption  in  our  naval  service. 

Anyone  who  has  seen  the  pride  with  which  sailors  wear  the  medals 
bestowed  upon  them  for  gallant  conduct  can  readily  imagine  how 
grateful  it  would  be  to  officers.  Trifling  as  such  a  mere  bauble  may 
be  in  intrinsic  value,  yet  the  history  of  war  tells  how  valuable  they  are 
as  inducements  to  perform  gallant  deeds.  1  trust  the  Department 
won’t  think  me  presuming  in  recommending  what,  no  doubt,  they 
already  intend  to  adopt. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

j Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Tarr  U.  S.  Navy, 
for  tie  transportation  of  dispatches  to  Hampton  Roads. 

U.  S.  S.  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen , 
carrying  a  bearer  of  dispatches  from  me.  Report  the  arrival  of  your 
vessel  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Tarr, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Queen ,  off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Fortress  Monroe,  January  17,  1865. 

(Received  9 : 40  a.  m.) 

The  Atlantic  is  just  in  from  Wilmington.  Fort  Fisher  and  works  on 
Federal  Point  are  in  our  possession.  The  assault  was  made  by  the  army 
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and  sailors  on  Sunday  afternoon,  and  by  11  p.  m.  tlie  works  were  ours. 
Losses  heavy.  Lieutenants  S.  W.  Preston  and  B.  IT.  Porter,  of  the 
Navy,  are  killed.  Our  captures  are  72  guns  and  about  2,500  prisoners. 
General  Whiting  and  |  Colonel]  Lamb  (rebels)  are  prisoners  and  wounded. 
The  Vanderbilt  is  on  her  way  with  dispatches.  Two  XV-incli  guns  were 
burst  on  the  monitors. 

E.  T.  Nichols, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  17,  1865 — 6:30  p.  m. 

After  three  days  and  nights’  bombardment,  Fort  Fisher  is  ours,  with 
all  contiguous  works  commanding  New  Inlet.  Assault  was  made  by 
army  and  naval  brigade  3  o’clock  Sunday  afternoon.  One  corner  ot  fort 
was  secured  in  half  hour,  but  hand-to  hand  tight  with  garrison  lasted 
until  9  o’clock  at  night— stubborn  and  bloody  resistance.  Fort  and 
approaches  strewn  with  dead.  Garrison  had  been  heavily  reinforced, 
and  number  of  prisoners  taken  over  2,000;  guns  captured,  72.  All  the 
forts,  including  Mound  and  Zeek’s  Island  battery,  surrendered.  Rebel 
loss  in  assault,  500  dead,  besides  the  wounded.  Our  loss,  Army  and 
Navy,  about  900.  Fleet  Lieutenant  Preston  and  Lieutenant  [B.  II.] 
Porter,  commandant  of  iiagship,  both  killed  in  assault.  General  Whit¬ 
ing  and  [ColouelJ  Lamb  both  prisoners  and  wounded.  Rebel  pirates 
Tallahassee  and  Ghiekamauga  both  in  fight  and  driven  up  river.  Our 
gunboats  went  up  river  on  Monday  morning.  Our  prisoners  will  be 
immediately  sent  north.  We  had  seven  days  ot  delightfully  calm 
weather.  Magazine  in  fort  exploded  by  accident  Monday  morning,  kill¬ 
ing  200  of  our  men. 

Santiago  brings  bodies  Preston  and  Porter  and  naval  wounded; 
goes  to  Norfolk  for  repairs. 

Please  send  dispatches  to  American  to-night. 

Chas.  C.  Fulton. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  flag  from  Fort  Fisher. 


North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River ,  January  36,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  send  by  Adams  Express  from  Fortress  Monroe  the  rebel  flag 
taken  from  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher  after  the  surrender  of  that 


work. 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  17, 1865. 

Sir:  The  Department  has  just  received  your  brief  but  highly  grati¬ 
fying  dispatch  announcing  the  fall,  on  the  15th  instant,  of  Fort  Fisher, 
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under  the  combined  assault  of  the  Navy  and  Army,  and' hastens  to 
congratulate  you  and  General  Terry  and  the  brave  officers,  sailors, 
and  soldiers  of  your  respective  commands  on  your  glorious  success. 
Accept  my  thanks  for  your  good  work. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington. 


Letter  of  congratulation  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Major-General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  and 

Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Steamer  S.  R.  Spaulding, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  rebel  flag  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  in  the  name  of  the  President  con¬ 
gratulates  you  and  the  gallant  officers  and  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines 
of  vour  commands,  and  tenders  you  thanks  for  the  valor  and  skill  dis¬ 
played  in  your  respective  parts  of  the  great  achievement  in  the  opera¬ 
tions  against  Fort  Fisher  and  in  its  assault  and  capture.  The  combined 
operations  of  the  squadron  and  land  forces  of  your  commands  deserve 
and  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the  nation,  and  will  be  held  in  admira¬ 
tion  throughout  the  world  as  a  proof  of  the  naval  and  military  prowess 
of  the  United  States. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Major-General  Terry  and 

Rear-Admiral  Porter, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  acknowledging  resolution  of  thanks  from  the  Con¬ 
gress  of  the  United  States. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  communica¬ 
tion  from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  enclosing 
a  resolution  of  thanks  to  myself,  officers,  and  crews  of  the  vessels 
engaged  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher. 

I  beg  leave  to  convey  to  his  Excellency  the  President  the  high  appre¬ 
ciation  in  which  his  commendations  are  held  by  myself  and  those  under 
my  command,  and  have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington. 


General  order  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  announcing  resolution  of  thanks  from 

the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

General  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

>  U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

No.  97.  )  Cape  Fear  River,  Y.  C.,  February  20,  1865. 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  United  States,  enclosing  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Senate 
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and  House  of  Representatives,  expressing  the  appreciation  felt  by  them 
of  the  services  rendered  by  this  squadron  in  the  capture  ol  F  ort  h  islier . 

Executive  Mansion,  February  10,  1S65. 

Sir  :  It  is  made  my  agreeable  duty  to  euelose  herewith  the  joint  resolution  approved 
24th  January,  1865,  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  yourseli,  the  officers  and 
men  under  your  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  good  conduct  m  the  capture  ot 
Fort  Fisher,  and  through  you  to  all  who  participated  in  that  brilliant  and  decisive 
victory  under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  .  . 

Commanding  North  Atlantia  Squadron,  Hampton  Hoads,  /  w  ginia. 

[Enclosure.] 

A  resolution  tendering  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter  and 
to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  under  his  command,  tor  tneir 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  recent  capture  ot  1  oit  P  isher. 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  presented  to  Rear- 
Admiral  David  D.  Porter  and  to  the  officers,  petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines 
under  his  command  for  the  unsurpassed  gallantry  and  skill  exhibited  by  them  m 
the  attacks  upon  Fort  Fisher,  and  the  brilliant  and  decisive  victory  by  which  that 
Important  work  has  been  captured  from  the  rebel  forces  and  placed  m  p^sessuui 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  for  their  long  and  faithful  serv¬ 
ices  and  unwavering  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  country,  m  the  midst  of  the  great¬ 
est  difficulties  and  dangers.  .  -  ,  TT  aia+Aa  lie 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 

requested  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  Admiral  Porter,  and  through  him  to 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  under  his  command. 

[Apnroved  January  24,  1865.] 

This  order  will  be  read  upon  the  quarter-deck  of  every  vessel  in  this 


squadron. 


Bear-Admiral ,  Commanding 


David  D.  Porter, 
North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


General  Orders,  ji 


General  order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  announcing  resolutions  of  from  the 

legislatures  and  governors  of  the  States  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

No>  98.  )  Cape  Fear  River,  February  37,  1865. 

The  following  letters  and  resolutions  have  been  received,  showlug 
the  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered  by  this  squadron  for  the  cap- 

lure  of  Fort  Fisher.  Da¥id  D.  Pouter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

State  of  New  York,  Executive  Department, 

Albany,  February  11,  I860. 

Stu-  Tn  comnliance  with  the  request  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  I  have  the 

the  ffih^nsT^^for'the  ^kil^au d° gallantry11  display erMi^yourself  ami  associates  iu 

&  the  invaluable  service  the,,  rendered  to  your  country  by 

that  splendid  achievement.  jj.  jj.  Fenton. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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[Enclosure.] 

Concurrent  resolution  of  thanks  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  Major-General 

Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  others. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  legislature,  representing  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  are  hereby  tendered  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter  and  to  Major- 
General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  their  respective  commands,  for 
the  skill  and  gallantry  displayed  in  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Port  Fisher, 
an  achievement  which  adds  to  the  renown  already  won  by  both  branches  of  the 
service  and  administers  a  heavy  blow  to  the  already  staggering  rebellion. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency,  the  governor,  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  each  of  the  above  officers  named  therein. 

In  Assembly,  February  9,  1865. 

Resolved,  That  the  assembly  concur  in  the  passage  of  the  foregoing. 

By  order : 

.1.  B.  Cushman, 

Clerk. 

State  of  New  York, 

In  Senate,  January  So,  1865. 

The  following  resolution  was  duly  passed. 

By  order  of  the  Senate : 

Jas.  Terwilliger, 

Clerk. 


State  of  Rhode  Island,  Executive  Department, 

Providence,  February  10,  1865. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  by  that  body. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  unite  with  our  legislature 
in  tendering  to  you  my  own  thanks  for  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by  the  naval 
force  under  your  command  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Fisher. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

James  Y.  Smith, 
Governor  of  Rhode  Island. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

[Enclosure.] 

State  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 

January  Session,  A.  D.  1865. 

Resolution  of  thanks  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
are  hereby  tendered  to  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  their  persistent  and  effectual 
bombardment  of  the  formidable  defenses  of  Fort  Fisher,  commanding  the  entrance 
to  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  thus  closing  the  last  port  of  entry  to  foreign 
ships  in  aid  of  the  waning  rebellion. 

Resolved,  That  his  excellency  the  governor  is  hereby  respectfully  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolution  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  State, 
at  Providence,  this  10th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1865. 

[seal.]  John  R.  Bartlett, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  governor  of  New  York,  acknowledging 

resolution  of  thanks. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  February  19 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  February  11,  transmitting  to  me  the  resolutions  of  the  legisla¬ 
ture  of  the  State  of  New  York,  expressing  their  satisfaction  at  the 
capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  etc. 
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I  beg'  leave  to  tender  for  myself  and  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command  thanks  for  your  and  their  kind  appreciation  of  our 
efforts  to  put  down  this  rebellion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear -Admiral. 

His  Excellency  E.  E.  Fenton, 

Go  vernor  State  of  New  York. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  acknowledging 

resolution  of  thanks. 

Cape  Fear  Eiver,  February  20, 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  10th  instant,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  thanks  from  the  legislature 
of  Ehode  Island  for  the  services  rendered  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Fisher. 

Permit  me  to  convey  through  you  my  thanks  and  those  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  under  my  command  for  this  distinguished  mark  of  appro¬ 
bation,  and  to  assure  you  that  it  affords  us  all  great  pleasure  to  be  of 
service  to  our  country. 

I  am,  sir,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

His  Excellency  James  Y.  Smith, 

Governor  State  of  Bhode  Island ,  Providence ,  B.  I. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  ironclad  division. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

At  Anchor  off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  the 
ironclad  division  steamed  in  and  took  their  position  under  the  guns  of 
the  battery  of  Fort  Fisher,  this  ship  leading.  Anchored  at  8:29  a.  m. 
on  the  13tli  instant.  The  Monadnock,  Commander  E.  G.  Parrott;  Can- 
onicus,  Lieutenant-Commander  G.E. Belknap;  Commander  E.K. 

Colhoun ;  and  Maliopac ,  Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver.  The 
battery  opened  on  this  ship  as  we  came  in.  I  did  not  reply  until  I 
obtained  my  desired  position,  opening  then  deliberately  to  get  a  cor¬ 
rect  range.  As  the  wooden  vessels  were  engaged  landing  troops,  etc., 
the  ironclad  division  received  the  fire  nearly  all  day  alone  from  Fort 
Fisher  without  receiving  any  very  material  damage,  and  remained  in 
position  during  the  night.  By  orders  from  Admiral  Porter,  the  iron¬ 
clad  division  commenced  the  action  at  10:  47  a.  m.  on  the  14th  instant, 
and  continued  firing  until  after  dark.  Some  of  the  wooden  gunboats 
came  up  and  commenced  firing  at  2:  30  p.  m., hauling  off  at  dark,  the 
ironclad  division  maintaining  their  position.  On  the  morning  of  the 
15th  we  commenced  the  action  at  7: 16  a.  m.  and  continued  to  fire  dur¬ 
ing  the  day,  concentrating  it  upon  the  guns  of  the  battery  which  were 
doing  the  most  effective  work,  which  we  invariably  soon  silenced  or 
disabled. 

As  the  troops  were  advancing  I  observed  two  fieldpieees  in  the  rear 
of  the  fort,  firing  on  them,  which  we  soon  silenced  with  some  well- 
directed  shells  from  this  ship. 
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When  the  enemy  caine  out  of  their  bombproofs  to  defend  the  fort 
against  the  storming  party,  I  used  my  battery  with  great  success 
against  them,  every  shell  bursting  apparently  m  the  right  place.  At 
5g20  b  m  we  ceased  firing  by  orders  from  the  flagship,  nearly  every 
gun  onthe  fort  Scing  us  having  been  disabled  in  the  first  two  days’ 

a°I  can  not  close  my  report  without  speaking  in  the  highest  terms  of 
the  battery  of  this  ship,  and  the  manner  m  which  it  was  served  for 
three  consecutive  days  by  officers  and  men;  fighting  all  day  and  tak¬ 
ing  in  ammunition  during  the  night,  I  know  ot  nothing  surpassing  it 
on  record.  I  would  now  speak  of  the  monitors  and  the  handsome 
manner  in  which  thev  were  handled  aud  fought  during  the  same  time, 
and  the  different  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher  have  not  only  proved  that 
they  could  ride  out  heavy  gales  at  sea,  but  fight  their  guns  in  moder¬ 
ately  smooth  weather,  which  has  been  doubted  by  many  intelligent 
officers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Radford, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Ironclad  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Fort  Ins  her. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  1J.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Monadnock, 

Off  Morris  Island,  South  Carolina. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
participation  of  the  Monadnock  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
13th,  14th,  and  loth  of  January: 

On  the  13th,  at  8:30  a.  m.,  we  took  up  our  position  and  anchored 
well  inshore  of  the  Ironsides  and  clear  of  her  line  of  fire.  Here  we 
remained,  firing  by  day  and  a  portion  of  the  night,  and  taking  in 
ammunition  at  night,  until  the  capture  of  the  fort  and  its  dependencies. 
This  permanency  of  position  enabled  us  to  obtain  and  keep  a  very  per¬ 
fect  range.  While  the  ironclads  were  alone  opposed  to  the  fort,  the 
rebels  attempted  to  contend  with  them,  and  opened  a  fire  rather  severe 
and  obstinate,  but  less  accurate  than  ours;  but  their  guns,  as  they 
successively  showed  activity,  were  invariably  reduced  to  silence.  We 
aimed  almost  wholly  at  their  guns,  watching  the  effect  of  each  shot, 
and  waiting  for  the  smoke  to  clear  away  before  firing  another.  As  their 
disabled  guns  generally  remained  in  place,  it  was  an  inconvenience 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  fight,  as  the  rebels  did  not  fire  often  enough 
to  show  us  which  were  the  remaining  efficient  ones.  We  saw  one  of 
them  tumbled  over  by  our  fire,  and  1  have  no  doubt  that  most  of  them 
or  their  carriages  received  disabling  shots  over  and  over  again  from  the 
ironclads.  Never  was  a  work  better  prepared  for  an  assault.  The 
position  of  the  ironclads  was  nearly  on  a  continuation  of  the  line  of  the 
sea  face  of  the  fort,  and  their  fire  was  chiefly  directed  against  the  land 
face.  At  the  moment  of  the  assault  we  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  that 
the  guns  on  this  face  could  not  be  used  against  our  advancing  men. 
The  so-called  sea  or  southeast  face,  where  our  sailors  assaulted,  could 
not  be  so  nearly  approached  in  front  by  our  vessels  on  account  of  shoals, 
and  consequently  was  stronger.  We  were  near  witnesses  of  the  splen¬ 
did  fighting  of  our  army.  After  our  troops  had  entered  the  fort,  our 
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fire,  with  that  of  others,  I  suppose,  was  against  a  gun  on  the  sea  face 
near  the  east  angle,  which  had  been  reversed  and  which  alone  of  all 
the  guns  of  Fort  Fisher  was  firing  on  them  rapidly  with  grape.  The 
ricochet  of  our  shell  enfiladed  the  sea  face,  which  swarmed  with  rebel 
musketeers.  As  it  grew  dark  the  gun  became  silent  (we  afterwards 
ascertained  it  had  been  disabled)  and  the  flash  of  muskets  along  the 
sea  face  almost  ceased. 

The  XY-inch  guns  were,  I  feel  sure,  not  excelled  in  accuracy  by  any 
guns  present,  while  they,  of  course,  far  exceeded  them  in  power.  The 
smoke  cleared  rapidly  from  our  turrets.  Five  shot  struck  our  side 
armor,  somewhat  starting  the  plating,  and  the  turrets  and  armor  of 
the  ventilating  pipe  were  struck  five  times.  There  were  also  trifling 
hits  from  pieces  of  shell.  Our  injuries  are  of  little  consequence,  lour¬ 
ing  our  long  fight  and  hard  work  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Monadnocli 
did  their  duty  zealously  and  gallantly.  I  have  to  renew  the  commen¬ 
dations,  made  in  my  report  of  the  previous  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  of 
Lieutenant  Commander  J.  X.  Miller  and  of  Assistant  Paymaster  John 
S.  Woolson,  who  again  acted  as  aid  and  signal  officer.  Acting  Chief 
Engineer  J.  Q.  A.  Ziegler,  by  faithfully  watching  for  symptoms  of  fail¬ 
ing  of  the  turret  and  other  gear,  and  the  application  of  timely  and  rapid 
repairs,  enabled  us  to  come  out  of  the  action  in  perfect  order. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander. 


Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Endorsement.] 


Respectfully  forwarded, 
ary  20, 1865. 


This  report  has  just  been  received,  Febru- 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Commander  Parrott,  U.  S.  Navy,  recommending  Quartermaster  Dunn  for  a  medal 

of  honor. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Monadnock, 
James  River ,  Virginia ,  March  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  to  the  Department,  as  worthy 
of  a  medal  of  honor,  William  Dunn,  a  quartermaster  of  this  vessel. 

During  the  attacks  on  Fort  Fisher,  on  the  24th  and  25th  December, 
1864,  and  the  13th,  14th,  and  15tli  of  January,  1865,  he  was  stationed  at 
the  lead.  The  responsibilities  of  his  duties  continued  when  the  vessel 
was  at  anchor,  as  her  propellers  were  kept  in  motion  to  make  her  tur¬ 
rets  bear,  and  consequently  the  shooting  away  of  her  chain  might  have 
caused  her  to  ground. 

His  attention  to  duty  was  constant,  and  his  cheerful  coolness  and 
disdain  of  shelter  attracted  the  notice  of  all  on  deck.  His  general 
character  is  excellent. 

The  following  is  his  descriptive  list. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

[E.  G.  Parrott, 

Commander.  1 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Belknap,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Canonicus. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 

Off  Fort  Fislier ,  N.  C.,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  actions  of  the  13th, 
14th,  and  15th  instant,  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher, 
this  ship  engaged  that  work  at  a  distance  of  700  yards,  perhaps  a  little 
closer  on  the  15th,  as  the  smoothness  of  the  sea  enabled  me  to  go  into 
slioaler  water  than  on  the  preceding  days,  having  at  one  time  only  a 
foot  and  a  half  of  water  to  spare  under  our  keel. 

On  the  first  day  of  attack,  the  13th,  the  enemy  replied  vigorously  to 
our  fire  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  heavier  ships  coming  into 
line  soon  drove  them  into  their  bombproofs.  Soon  after  we  had  taken 
position  it  became  evident  that  since  the  previous  attack  a  reinforce- 
ment  of  experienced  artillerists  had  been  received  in  the  fort,  as  its  fire 
was  much  more  accurate  and  spirited  than  before.  They  soon  obtained 
our  range  and  struck  the  ship  frequently,  while  many  shots  fell  close 
alongside.  Upon  one  occasion  two  shots  out  of  three,  fired  simultane¬ 
ously,  struck  the  side  armor,  abreast  of  the  turret. 

We  count  36  hits  this  day,  and  everything  about  the  deck  not  shot- 
proof  was  badly  cut  up.  Two  men  were  knocked  down  aud  stunned  at 
the  guns  by  the  impact  of  a  X-inch  shot  upon  the  turret.  The  flag  was 
shot  away  twice,  and  gallantly  replaced  by  Quartermaster  Daniel  D. 

Stevens.  „  .  .. 

Xot  content  with  solid  shot,  the  enemy  fired  shells  occasionally,  to 
burst  over  the  turret,  and  now  and  then  the  bullet  of  a  sharpshooter 
whistled  over  us. 

On  the  second  and  third  days  the  fire  ot  the  enemy  was  compara¬ 
tively  feeble  and  principally  directed  at  the  gunboats,  and  when  the 
larger  ships  came  into  action  ceased  altogether.  An  occasional  musket 
shot  fell  near  us,  and  when  the  naval  assaulting  column  was  driven 
back  many  of  the  bullets  and  grapeshot  fired  at  our  gallant  fellows 
passed  over  us,  some  few  striking  the  ship.  Second  Assistant  Fngineer 
John  W.  Saville  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  left  thigh  from  a  grape- 
shot.  At  this  time  we  also  received  a  X-inch  shot  on  the  side  armor, 
fired  from  the  water  battery  on  the  right  of  the  sea  face  of  the  fort. 

Our  fire  was  slow  and  deliberate,  and  every  effort  was  made  to  dis¬ 
mount  the  enemy’s  guns,  and,  though  almost  hidden  by  traverses,  I  am 
happy  to  say  that  we  succeeded  in  dismounting  two  of  them.  Acting- 
Ensign  M.  W.  Weld  knocked  over  a  6-inch  rifle  on  the  second  day,  and 
the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  E.  S.  McCook,  disposed  of  a  X-iuch 
columbiad  on  the  third  day  of  the  action.  I  also  saw  a  shell  from  the 
Monadnoclc  dismount  a  gun,  and  a  shot  from  the  Mahopac  knock  the 
muzzle  off  from  another. 

We  expended  during  the  three  days  297  XV  inch  shells. 

I  have  to  thank  the  officers  and  crew  for  the  zeal  and  gallant  spirit 
manifested  throughout  the  fight,  and  for  the  cheerful  manner  in  which 
they  worked  at  night,  taking  on  board  ammunition  after  the  arduous 
and  exhausting  work  of  the  day. 

I  again  desire  to  bring  to  your  notice  and  that  of  the  Department 
the  services  of  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  E.  S.  McCook,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  the  efficiency  and  readiness  which  enabled  me  at  all 
times  to  be  prompt  in  all  movements  required  of  the  ship.  Equally 
fortunate  in  the  services  of  Chief  Engineer  D.  B.  Macomb,  I  beg  leave 
to  recommend  him  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

The  powder  division  was  ably  commanded  by  Acting  Master  D.  S. 
Murphy,  assisted  by  Acting  Ensigns  Seekins  and  Center.  Acting 
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Ensign  M.  W.  AV  eld  showed  great  aptitude  in  handling  the  guns  under 
the  supervision  of  the  executive  officer.  Assistant  Paymaster  R.  P. 
Lisle,  acting  as  aid,  merits  my  thanks  for  the  intelligent  manner  in 
which  he  attended  to  the  duties  of  signal  officer.  Acting  Master  and 
Pilot  Edward  A.  Decker  performed  his  duties  with  his  accustomed 
coolness  and  discretion. 

I  enclose  the  executive  officer’s  report  of  damages  received.  I  have 
already  forwarded  the  surgeon’s  report  of  casualties.  I  beg  leave  to 
congratulate  a  ou,  admiral,  upon  the  brilliant  victory  which  has  crowned 
your  efforts  at  this  point,  and  which  is  the  more  gratifying,  as  it  proves 
conclusively  that  on  a  former  memorable  occasion  the  possession  of  the 
fort  “would  have  been  found  an  easier  conquest  than  was  supposed” 
had  the  attempt  been  made  to  occupy  it. 

T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  E.  Belknap, 
Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  McCook,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  damages  sustained  by  the  U.  S.  S. 

Canonicus. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  16 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  damages  sustained  by 
this  vessel  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  13th,  14th 
and  15th  instant: 

Three  shots  on  turret,  doing  no  material  damage.  One  shot  on  base 
ring  of  turret,  knocking  out  four  through  bolts  and  loosening  three 
others. 

One  shot  on  side  armor  forward,  cutting  through  all  thicknesses  of 
armor  and  penetrating  the  overhang  to  a  depth  of  8  inches.  Five  shots 
on  side  armor  abreast  of  turret;  one  of  these  cut  through  all  plates  of 
armor,  penetrated  the  overhang  to  the  depth  of  a  foot,  and  ripped  up  a 
deck  plate  for  half  its  length.  Four  of  these  shots  struck  close 
together,  and  have  started  the  side  armor  nearly  an  inch  from  the  over¬ 
hang  for  a  distance  of  6  feet,  besides  breaking  and  spreading  the  plates 
and  starting  a  number  of  the  bolts.  One  other  shot  on  side  armor 
abreast  of  smokestack. 

Three  shots  on  deck  plating,  doing  no  damage. 

Seven  shots  through  upper  part  of  .smokestack,  and  four  on  the 
armor.  In  addition,  the  stack  was  badly  cut  up  by  pieces  of  broken 
shot  and  fragments  of  shell.  Three  smokestack  guys  shot  away. 

A  large  hole  knocked  in  turret  rifle  guard  by  piece  of  side  armor. 

Compass  shot  away. 

One  shot  through  ventilating  pipe  and  a  hole  knocked  in  it  by  piece 
of  shot.  One  guy  shot  away. 

One  boat  davit  and  two  strong  backs  shot  away. 

The  gig  and  third  cutter  shot  to  pieces;  the  second  cutter  has  a  large 
shot  through  her,  but  may  be  repaired. 

The  forward  and  after  tlagstatfs  shot  away. 

Very  respectfully,  R.  S.  McCook, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  E.  Belknap, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Canonicus. 
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Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Canonicus. 

U.  S.  S.  Canonicus, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  (7.,  January  16 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  which 
occurred  on  board  this  vessel  during  the  three  days’  engagement  with 
the  rebel  batteries  at  New  Inlet,  near  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Robert  Ludbig,  seaman,  contused  wound  of  chest,  caused  by  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  shell  Avliich  passed  through  the  sight  hole  into  the  turret. 
Thomas  Thompson,  seaman,  contusion  of  left  foot,  caused  by  recoil 

of  a  gun.  . 

J.  W.  Saville,  second  assistant  engineer,  contusion  with  slight  lacer¬ 
ation  of  both  thighs,  caused  by  the  passing  of  a  grapeshot  between  the 

limbs.  ,  .  .  . , 

The  wounded  are  doing  well  and  will  require  no  other  treatment  tnan 

can  readily  be  practiced  on  board  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Horatio  N.  Beaumont, 

Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  E.  Belknap,  TT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S  S.  Mahopac. 


U.  S.  Ironclad  Mahopac, 

Off  Fort  Fislier ,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  actions  against  Fort  Fisher  of  the  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  instant: 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  13th  in  obedience  to  order  by  signal,  cleared  ship 
for  action  and  steamed  in  toward  Fort  Fisher,  took  our  assigned  posi¬ 
tion  between  the  New  Ironsides  and  the  fort,  and  at  9:  27  a.  m.  opened 
fire,  using  5  second  fuzes  and  35  pound  charges  of  powder.  At  the 
second  discharge  of  gun  No.  1  (XV-incli)  it  burst  4  feet  and  3  inches 
from  the  muzzle,  killing  none,  and  doing  no  material  damage  to  the 
turret.  Continued  the  action  with  the  remaining  gun  until  0 : 30  p.  m. ; 
expended  5G  shell  and  56  35-pound  charges. 

At  11:20  a.  m.  on  the  14th  opened  fire  on  the  fort,  and  continued 
until  6 : 15  p.  m.  Expended  46  shell  and  46  35-pound  charges ;  weighed 
anchor  and  moved  a  short  distance  out. 

At  7:15  a.  in.  on  the  15th  weighed  anchor  and  steamed  in  as  near 
the  fort  as  possible,  and  at  7 : 50  commenced  action,  and  continued  firing 
until  3:30  p.  in.,  when  the  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing  and  storm 
the  fort. 

Expended  41  shell,  10  cored  shot,  and  51  35-pound  charges. 

During  the  three  days’  actions  this  vessel  was  struck  several  times  by 
the  enemy’s  shot,  but  done  no  material  damage. 

In  conclusion  it  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  every  officer 
and  man  did  his  entire  duty  to  my  perfect  satisfaction. 

It  is  perhaps  worthy  of  note  that  no  panic  or  disorganization  took 
place  at  the  time  of  the  bursting  of  our  immense  gun,  in  a  space  so 
limited  and  with  so  mauy  men  in  close  proximity,  for  in  a  few  moments 
afterwards  everything  was  in  order  for  the  continuance  of  the  engage¬ 
ment  with  our  only  remaining  gun. 
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Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  success,  so  unlimited, 
which  you  have  achieved,  with  a  worthy  cooperation  on  the  part  of  our 
army. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  W BAYEll, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 


Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Commander  Collioun,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Saugus. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Steamer  Saugus, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  Federal  Point ,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  In  the  action  with  Port  Fisher,  on  the  13th  instant,  the  Saugus 
was  struck  eleven  times.  At  5  p.  m.  one  of  the  XV-iuch  guns  (No.  29) 
burst,  wounding  severely  James  Casey,  seaman.  On  the  14th  and  15tli 
the  enemy  did  not  tire  at  us.  I  would  commend  to  your  favorable 
notice  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Saugus  for  the  manner  in  winch  they 
fought  the  vessel  for  three  days  under  great  fatigue,  fighting  all  day, 
and  taking  in  ammunition  by  night. 

On  the  13th  instant  we  fired  1()0  5-second  shell. 

On  the  14th  instant  we  fired  21  5  second  shell. 

On  the  14th  instant  we  fired  9  4-second  shrapnel. 

On  the  14th  instant  we  fired  8  solid  shot. 

On  the  15th  instant  we  fired  67  5- second  shell. 

On  the  15th  instant  we  fired  7  4-second  shrapnel. 

Total,  212. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edmund  R.  Colhoun, 

Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Acting  Chief  Engineer  Peake,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  injuries  received  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Saugus. 

U.  S.  S.  Saugus, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  N .  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  submit  a  memorandum  of  the 
most  important  repairs  needed  on  this  vessel. 

In  addition  to  the  injuries  received  on  turret  as  per  reports  of  June 
25  and  December  6,  i864,  the  pilot  house  has  since  been  struck  by 
an  Xl-inch  solid  shot  from  Fort  Fisher,  breaking  eight  bolts  and 
loosening  twenty  others,  cracking  one  sheet  from  the  corner  of  sight 
hole  (striking  ten  inches  below  sight  hole);  and  another  shot,  received 
on  turret  near  the  top,  has  broken  twenty  five  bolts  and  loosened 
twelve  others,  and  cracked  inside  sheet,  bulging  it  in  1  inch  and  crack¬ 
ing  the  plates,  the  cracks  radiating  12  inches  from  center.  The  deck 
to  be  raised  and  secured  around  smokestack. 

The  bevel  wheel  of  turret  gear  to  be  raised  and  secured,  and  also  a 
new  bevel  pinion  for  turret  gear. 

There  is  also  a  XV-inch  gun  to  be  removed  and  replaced  by  a  new 
one. 

I  would  wish  to  increase  the  area  of  opening  through  side  of  ship  for 
main  injection. 
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There  is  also  about  one-third  of  a  blade  of  the  propeller  broken  off, 

making  it  desirable  to  have  a  new  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Peake, 

Acting  Chief  Engineer ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Steamer  Saugus. 


Report  of  Captain  Alden,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 

U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  a  report  of  the  part 
that  this  ship  took  in  the  action  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  mstant : 

At  4-30,  being  in  position  as  leading  ship  in  line  of  battle  JNo.  1,  got 
underway  at  5  o’clock  with  the  transports  forming  another  line  on  the 
port  beam  and  stood  in  for  the  shore.  When  within  600  or  800  yards 
from  the  beach,  changed  the  course  and  stood  along  parallel  with  it  to 
the  westward  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods,  all  the  vessels  ot  the 
line  joining  in.  Passed  Flag  Pond  battery,  and,  at  8:10,  anchored  m 
line  ahead  with  the  transports  on  the  port  beam.  At  9  :30  all  the 
vessels  sent  boats  to  assist  [in]  landing*  the  troops.  A  busk  fire  was 
kept  up  upon  the  woods  till  11  a.  m.  At  1  p.  m.  the  boats  returned. 
At  3  the  troops  were  all  landed.  At  4  admiral  made  signal  to  the  line 
to  take  position  and  engage  the  enemy.  At  4:30  anchored  under  the 
stern  of  the  New  Ironsides  and  opened  fire  upon  Fort  Fisher,  the  vessels 
of  the  line  anchoring  as  they  got  into  position  and  commenced  the 
attack.  At  5 : 45  ceased  firing,  when  the  vessels  withdrew. 

On  the  14th,  at  2:30  p.  in.,  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal, 
took  position,  and  at  2 : 45  opened  fire  again  upon  Fort  Fisher.  Ceased 
the  bombardment  at  dark.  Remained  in  position,  vessels  firing  one 
hour  each  during  the  night. 

January  15. — Soon  after  daylight  withdrew  and  filled  up  with  shell 
from  the  Aries.  At  12  m.  sent  three  boats  (all  that  weie  available), 
armed  and  equipped,  to  the  admiral,  which  soon  after  landed  their 
crews  with  the  rest  of  the  boats  of  the  fleet.  At  1  p.  m.  got  into  action 
again  with  the  fleet,  which  was  then  hotly  engaged.  At  9:30  p.  m. 
ceased  firing;  soon  after  which  the  fort  surrendered  to  the  assaulting 
party  of  the  army,  which  had  gained  a  footing  before  dark. 

I  am  pleased  to  add  that  all,  both  officers  and  men,  did  their  duty 
nobly  and  well.  But  I  can  not  conclude  this  report  without  paying  a 
tribute  to  the  abilities  and  officer-like  bearing  of  my  executive  officer, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  L.  Swann.  To  his  wise  management  is  mainly  due 
the  exact  discipline  and  ready  obedience  to  orders  that  are  found  on 
board  this  vessel.  In  a  word,  1  have  never  commanded  a  better 
organized  or  better  disciplined  ship  than  this. 

Ensign  Cassel’s  report  in  relation  to  the  storming  party  which  left  the 
ship  under  his  charge,  the  surgeon’s  report  of  casualties  (which  I  am 
happy  to  say  are  very  slight),  together  with  the  gunner’s  report  of 
projectiles  and  ammunition  expended,  are  herewith  enclosed. 

With  my  hearty  congratulations  for  your  success  in  this  most  signal 
victory, 

I  am.  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Alden, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Cassel,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Brooklyn. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  party  in  my  immediate  charge  on  the  15th  instant: 

After  landing  and  reporting  to  Captain  Breese  I  was  assigned  to  the 
third  division,  under  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  and  by  him  was 
placed  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  that  body.  In  the  charge  which  fol¬ 
lowed  we  kept  our  position  and  remained  under  fire  of  the  fort  until  the 
retreat  was  ordered,  when  all  organization  was  at  an  end.  I  collected 
my  own  men  afterwards  as  far  as  possible,  and  remained  ou  the  beach 
until  morning,  when  we  embarked  and  returned  to  the  Brooklyn.  I 
have  to  report  the  loss  of  3  men  missing  and  1  wounded.  Of  the  first, 
two  are  supposed  to  have  been  lost  in  the  explosion  on  the  following 
morning,  and  I  have  since  learned  that  the  third  was  taken  on  board 
the  Susquehanna  and  thence  sent  to  the  hospital  vessel. 

The  marines  not  being  with  me,  I  know  nothing  of  their  proceedings. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Douglas  Cassel, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Captain  James  Alden,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Surgeon  Maulsby,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 


U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn, 

Off  Neiv  Inlet ,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  casualties  resulting  from  the  assault 
on  the  rebel  defenses  on  the  15th  instant  : 


Name. 

Rate. 

Wounds. 

Remarks. 

Slight. 

Severe. 

Slight. 

James  Jackson . 

Private  (marine) .... 

Abrasion,  hand . 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Maulsby, 

Surgeon. 


Captain  James  Alden, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Brooklyn. 


Report  of  Commander  Ammen,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mohican,  transmitting  report 

of  casualties. 


U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th  the  Mohican  was  got  underway,  following  the  Brooklyn ,  and 
followed  by  the  Tacony  and  the  vessels  composing  the  liue,  and  stood  in 
and  along  the  coast  until  the  Half  Moon  battery  was  reached,  some  3 
miles  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher,  when  the  line  anchored  on  sig¬ 
nal  and  the  shore  line  was  shelled. 
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On  signal  all  of  our  boats  were  sent  to  aid  in  debarking  tbe  troops, 
which  was  accomplished  at  about  3  p.  m.  On  signal  at  3 . 35  the  Moh  can 

was  again  underway  in  line,  as  before,  m  close  ' 1 ^Ho^assigned 
signal  in  line  with  kedge  astern  and  anchor  ahead,  in  position  , 

onenine  on  Fort  Fisher  at  4 :  25  and  bring  deliberately  until  5 . 30,  when 
we Tthdrew  on  signal.  Mnety-two  IX-inch  shells  were  expended  dur- 

inItA6  i?a.  m.  of  the  15tli  the  MoMcan  was  got  underway.  On  signal 
and  by  verbal  order  went  in  to  deliver  fire  on  Fort  Fisher  making  last 
a  stern  line  to  the  New  Ironsides  for  a  spring,  and  anchoring.  A  • 
we  opened  a  deliberate  fire  on  Fort  Fisher,  directed  by  signals  from 
time  to  time,  and  maintained  it  until  3 :  47,  when  signal  ™  made  to  cease 
firing  During  the  day  327  IX-mch  shells  were  bred  and  1 7  30-pounder 
rifle  shells,  the  latter  directed  at  steamers  m  the  river  with  rebel  troops 
and  on  the  Federal  Point  batteries.  The  firing  on  both  days  was  care- 

fullv  delivered  and  was  effective.  , 

In  the  meantime,  obeying  signal,  the  first,  second,  and  fourth  cutte 
were  dispatched,  under  charge  of  Acting  Master  William  Burditt, 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  James  G.  Paine,  and  Acting  Boatswain  Josiah 
B.  Aiken,  with  boats’  crews,  containing  a  total  of  fifty-two  officers,  sail¬ 
or’s,  and  marines,  to  the  rendezvous  on  the  beach. 

The  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  has  been  given  in  a  separate 

report.  the  houor  to  bej  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mohican, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  following  casualties  occurred  to  the  crew  of  the  Mohican 
in  our  operations  against  Fort  Fisher  yesterday: 


No. 

Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Sergeant,  marines  . . 

Wound  of  neck;  slight. 

John  Le  Mott  Russell  . . 

Bullet  wound  through  left  wrist. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Bullet  wound  below  left  knee. 

Wound  of  left  hand. 

Killed;  shot  through  heart. 

Bullet  wound  of  left  thigh. 

_ do . 

Flesh  wound  right  leg. 

Samuel  W.  Woodward. . 

Ordinary  seaman  . . . 
Corporal,  marines . . . 

Bullet  wound  below  right  knee. 

Bullet  wound  left  shoulder;  also  by  explosion  of 

10 

11 

magazine  in  Fort  Fisher  to-day. 

Severe  contusions  of  breast  and  back. 

Sprain  of  right  foot. 

Hiram  J.  Henkey  (landsman)  is  missing;  was  known  to  have  been 
wounded  and  supposed  to  have  been  taken  on  board  of  some  vessel 
belonging  to  the  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  Ammen, 

Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tacony,  transmit¬ 
ting  additional  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 

Cape  Fear  Fiver ,  Forth  Carolina,  January  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this 
vessel  in  the  reduction  of  the  enemy’s  works  at  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina : 

On  the  13tli  instant,  at  4:50  a.  m.,  got  underway  and  took  position 
assigned  in  line  of  battle  and  at  7 : 20  a.  m.  commenced  shelling  the  woods 
to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher.  At  8 : 12  sent  the  boats  to  aid  in  land¬ 
ing  troops  and  continued  thus  employed  until  3:35  p.  m.,  when  stood  in 
and  opened  lire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  5 : 50  p.  m.  ceased  firing  and  retired 
from  action  by  signal  from  flagship.  No  casualties  during  the  day. 

At  1:30  p.  m.  on  the  14th  instant  again  took  position  and  opened  fire 
upon  the  enemy’s  works;  continued  engaged  till  dark,  when  ceased 
firing  by  order;  remained  in  position  near  the  forts  all  night.  No  injury 
to  vessel  or  crew  during  this  day. 

On  the  15th,  at  12:10  a.  in.,  opened  a  rapid  fire  for  one  hour  on  the 
forts.  By  the  premature  explosion  of  a  gun  Hugh  Lee,  landsman,  had 
his  right  arm  blown  off.  John  Wild,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Thomas 
Stanton,  captain  forecastle,  were  wounded.  At  10:15  a.  m.  sent  a 
detachment  of  30  men,  under  Acting  Ensigns  James  B.  Taney  and 
Thomas  Golding,  to  assist  in  storming  the  batteries.  At  1  p.  m.  again 
opened  tire  on  the  enemy’s  works.  Continued  engaged  until  2 : 35  p.  m., 
when  ceased  firing  by  signal  from  flagship.  During  the  night  our 
boats  returned,  also  one  belonging  to  the  Iosco ,  bringing  a  number  of 
men,  wounded  during  the  charge  by  the  seamen  on  Fort  Fisher.  At 
10  p.  m.  the  fleet  were  informed  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Fisher. 

On  the  16th  instant,  at  2  p.  m.,  anchored  in  New  Inlet,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  in  company  with  the  Sassacus  and  Kansas,  all  having  followed  the 
lead  of  Commander  Glitz  in  the  Osceola. 

On  the  17th  instant  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  George  Hopkins 
attended  the  rebel  wounded  on  shore.  The  vessel’s  boats  employed 
removing  torpedoes  from  the  channel. 

On  the  18th  instant  crossed  the  Bip,  entered  Cape  Fear  Biver,  and 
at  3:10  p.  m.  anchored  near  Fort  Lamb,  the  gun  carriages,  traverses, 
and  woodwork  of  which  I  destroyed,  in  obedience  to  your  orders.  In 
Fort  Lamb  was  a  galvanic  battery  in  good  working  order,  connecting 
with  copper  wires,  which  I  this  morning  caused  to  be  underrun,  and 
which  I  found  led  directly  across  the  river  to  the  magazine  in  Fort 
Fisher.  This,  I  believe,  will  fully  account  for  the  mysterious  explo¬ 
sion  on  the  16th  instant  by  which  over  200  gallant  men  lost  their  lives; 
if  so,  it  was  the  most  dastardly  act  ot  the  war. 

I  can  not  too  highly  commend  the  conduct  of  all  under  my  command. 
Acting  Ensigns  James  B.  Taney  and  Thomas  Golding  gallantly  led  the 
seamen  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher,  in  which  4  men  were  killed  and 
10  wounded;  James  Tallentine  (quarter  gunner),  ever  foremost  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  reached  the  top  of  the  parapet  under  a  mur¬ 
derous  tire,  only  to  fall  inside  the  fortifications,  giving  a  valuable  life  to 

his  country.  „ 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  William  S.  Hosford,  who  for  more  than 
a  year  has  commanded  the  after  powder  division,  worked  as  usual  most 
untiringly.  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  Acting  Master  Budolph  bommers, 
who  acted  as  signal  officer.  The  good  conduct  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  John  A.  Orcutt  deserves  to  be  mentioned.  In  fact,  sir,  the  con¬ 
duct  of  all  during  the  past  seven  days  has  been  most  praiseworthy. 
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I  enclose  report  of  killed  and  wounded ;  also  gunner’s  repoifc  of  ammu¬ 
nition  expended. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 


U.  S.  S.  Tacony, 


(Jape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  January  18 ,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  Abounded  of  this  vessel 
during  .the  late  engagement  at  Port  Fisher,  N.  C. : 

15tli  instant,  wounded  (by  the  premature  discharge  of  one  of  the  guns 
of  this  vessel):  Hugh  Lee,  landsman;  right  hand  shattered  and  right 
arm  broken;  amputation  below  the  elbow.  Thomas  Stauton,  captain 
forecastle;  left  eye  badly  injured  by  the  burning  of  the  powder  while 
serving  the  vent ;  serious.  He  is  also  much  bruised  iu  left  side  and  hip 
by  the  recoil  of  the  gun.  John  Wild,  ordinary  seaman;  left  hand 
burned  and  contused;  not  serious. 

Same  date,  killed:  Richard  Acton,  landsman;  James  Tallentme, 
quarter  gunner ;  Cornelius  Blacliiere,  ordinary  seaman. 

Wounded:  William  Brown,  seaman;  shot  through  both  thighs  and 
left  arm,  musketry ;  died  next  morning.  Jas.  H.  Spencer,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man;  gunshot  fracture  of  right  thigh,  musketry;  serious.  Martin 
Goberty,  seaman ;  gunshot  fracture  of  left  thigh,  upper  third,  musketry. 
John  Van  Schoten,  landsman ;  conical  ball  through  pelvis ;  result  doubt¬ 
ful.  Horace  Wheeler,  ordinary  seaman;  gunshot  fracture  of  left  leg, 
musketry ;  serious.  Samuel  McKinley,  landsman;  flesh  wound  of  both 
legs,  musketry;  not  serious.  Patrick  Kelly,  landsman;  flesh  wound  of 
right  leg,  musketry;  not  serious.  Martin  Howard,  landsman;  flesh 
wound  of  right  leg,  musketry;  not  serious.  William  SteAvart,  lands¬ 
man;  right  elboAv,  musketry;  ball  probably  lodged  in  or  near  the  joint. 

William  Gillespie,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Henry  Miller,  ordinary  sea¬ 
man,  who  are  missing,  were  reported  to  me  as  wounded  and  taken  on 
board  some  other  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  Hopkins, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Tacony. 


Ammunition  expended  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Tacony  during  the  engagements  of  the  13th,  14th, 
and  15th  January,  1865,  with  the  forts  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


On  the  13th  January,  1865: 

20-second  Xl-inch  shell . 

20-second  IX-inch  shell . 

15-second  12-pounder  rifle  shell 

Percussion  rifle  shell . 

On  the  14th  January,  1865 : 

Xl-iuch  shell . 

IX-inch  shell . 

12-pounder  rifle  shell . 

On  the  15th  January,  1865: 

Xl-inch  shell . 

Xl-inch  shot . 

IX-inch  shell . 

Respectfully, 


48 

51 

36 

3 

165 

186 

32 

48 

21 

108 


Robert  Campbell, 

Acting  Gunner. 
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Explanatory  letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Truxtun, 
U.  S.  Navy,  commending  his  action  in  the  second  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  February  18 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  received.  I  very  much 
regret  that  you  should  have  taken  so  much  to  heart  what  certainly  was 
never  intended  you  should.  Captain  Breese  gave  you  the  order  cor¬ 
rectly.  My  object  was  to  have  you  directly  in  line  between  the  Pequot 
and  Brooklyn  to  prevent  anyone  being  hurt  from  premature  explosion 
of  shell.  From  my  position  you  appeared  farther  out  than  it  appears 
you  were  from  your  letter,  hence  my  signal  to  go  in  closer.  Not  seem¬ 
ing  to  understand  what  I  wished,  I  made  the  signal  which  has  given 
you  pain.  In  this  you  mistake  my  motives.  I  had  no  intention  of  with¬ 
drawing  you  from  action  altogether,  but  simply  a  temporary  withdrawal, 
that  I  might  the  better  place  you  as  I  wished. 

The  gallant  manner  in  which  you  took  up  your  new  position  pleased 
me  highly,  and  I  do  assure  you  "there  has  been  no  other  officer  in  this 
squadron  in  whom  I  have  more  confidence  or  for  whom  I  have  a  higher 
respect. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tacony. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  January  19,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  this  vessel  took  in  the  reduction  of  the  works  defending  New  Inlet, 
Cape  Fear  River. 

On  the  13th  instant,  at  7 : 15  a.  in.,  the  first  line  formed  in  line  of  battle 
in  close  order,  by  signal,  and  shelled  Flag  Pond  battery  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  woods.  At  7  :  40  a.  m.  anchored  in  same  order,  and  at  7 :  45  sent 
boats  to  assist  in  disembarking  the  land  forces.  At  10  a.  m.  ceased 
firing.  At  3 : 40  p.  m.  got  underway,  in  obedience  to  signal  to  first  line, 
and  stood  toward  Fort  Fisher.  At  5:05  anchored  in  line  and  opened 
fire  on  the  fort.  At  5 :  40  ceased  firing,  by  signal,  and  retired  from  range, 
and  at  6 : 20  p.  m.  came  to. 

On  the  14th  instant,  at  L :  30  p.  in.,  got  underway  by  signal  to  this  ves¬ 
sel  and  stood  in  toward  Fort  Fisher.  Anchored  close  in  to  the  beach, 
to  the  northeast  of  the  fort  and  distant  1,700  yards.  At  2:10  p.  m. 
opened  fire.  At  7  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  by  order,  for  the  night.  At  4  a.  m. 
the  15th  instant  resumed  the  fire  for  an  hour.  At  5 : 30  a.  m.  retired 
from  position  and  went  to  the  ordnance  steamer  Aries  to  replenish  ammu¬ 
nition.  At  11  a.  m.  dispatched  the  launch  with  19  men,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Ensign  Williams,  to  report  to  Fleet  Captain  Breese, 
commanding  the  naval  brigade  on  shore.  At  12 : 45  p.  m.  got  underway, 
and  took  up  a  position  between  second  and  third  lines,  and  opened  fire 
on  Mound  and  other  batteries.  At  3  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  by  signal,  as 
the  naval  brigade  was  assaulting  the  northeast  angle  of  Fort  Fisher; 
the  assault  failing,  resumed  fire  at  5 : 30,  directing  our  fire  at  the  Mound. 
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At  9 : 15  p.  m.  ceased  firing,  as  tlie  land  forces  were  progressing  in  their 
assault.  At  about  10  p.  m.  the  loud  cheering  and  illumination  of  the 
fleet  announced  the  fall  of  the  forts.  On  the  16th  instant,  at  1 : 30  p.  m., 
followed  the  Osceola,  Commander  Clitz,  over  the  bar  of  New  Inlet  and 
anchored  under  the  Mound.  This  vessel  was  not  struck,  and  our  only 
casualty  was  in  the  person  of  James  Arnold,  landsman,  wounded  in  the 
knee  during  the  assault. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  mention  that,  notwithstanding  the  pro¬ 
tracted  labors  and  exposure  of  the  officers  and  men,  they  continued 
cheerful  and  prompt  up  to  the  last  moment. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Pendleton  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant -  Commander. 

Itear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Williams,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  tlie  IT.  S.  S. 

Kansas. 

U.  S.  S.  Kansas, 

Off  Nero  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  on  the  morning  of  January  15  I  left 
this  ship,  at  11  a.  m.,  in  command  of  19  men,  to  assist  in  the  assault  of 
Port  Fisher.  I  landed  with  my  men  safely  on  the  beach,  at  a  distance 
of  2^  miles  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  the  rebel  earthworks; 
ordered  my  boat  off  to  a  safe  anchorage,  with  2  men  as  boat  keepers.  I 
then  proceeded  with  the  remaining  17  men  and  reported  to  Fleet 
Captain  Breese,  who  ordered  me  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker,  commanding  the  second  division,  which  I  promptly  did,  form¬ 
ing  my  men  at  the  same  time  on  the  left  of  second  division,  who  were 
drawn  up  in  lino  of  battle  on  a  plain  to  the  rear  of  the  beach.  Five  of 
my  men  (coal  heavers'),  with  shovels,  were  ordered  to  join  the  divisional 
intrenching  party.  At  about  1  p.  m.  Ave  advanced  in  divisions  toward 
Fort  Fisher,  and  halted  about  1  mile  from  the  fort  to  rest  the  men,  see 
the  arms  in  good  order,  and  receive  our  final  orders.  About  2 : 30  p.  m. 
we  advanced  in  columns  to  the  shelter  of  the  breastworks  thrown  up 
by  the  intrenching  party  of  each  division,  Avhere  we  halted  for  a  few 
minutes,  then  flanked  to  the  left,  regaining  the  beach,  when  the  order 
was  given  to  double-quick  to  gain  a  position  about  500  yards  distant, 
near  the  sea  wall  of  the  fort.  The  order  then  passed  along  the  line  to 
halt,  and  for  every  man  to  lie  down,  so  as  to  regain  his  Avind  for  the 
charge  and  to  see  the  signal  for  the  fleet  to  cease  firing.  At  about  3 : 15 
p.  in.,  everything  being  ready,  the  order  passed  along  the  lines  to  charge 
en  masse  on  the  northern  angle  of  the  sea  Avail,  which  Avas  done  on  the 
run,  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  from  Fort  Fisher  and  the  great 
guns  on  the  Mound,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  number  of  our  men. 
On  gaining  the  base  of  the  wall  we  found  it  defended  by  a  ditch  and 
stockade,  Avliich  caused  a  sudden  halt,  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  being 
poured  into  us  all  the  time.  The  men  here  lay  down  to  protect  them¬ 
selves.  About  this  time  the  men  in  the  rear  on  the  beach  broke  and 
fled,  panic-stricken,  which  caused  a  general  retreat  on  the  run,  every  man 
for  himself.  As  all  command  over  the  men  Avas  lost,  myself  and  several 
other  officers,  under  Captain  Cushing,  stayed  behind,  after  retreating  a 
short  distance,  and  assisted  the  wounded  to  the  best  of  our  abilities. 
This  being  done,  I  then  started  up  the  beach  to  collect  my  own  men. 
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At  7  p.  m.  I  found  them  all  in  good  order  but  James  K.  Arnold  (lands¬ 
man),  whom  I  could  not  find,  but  afterwards  learned  that  he  was 
wounded  in  the  knee  and  had  been  taken  oft  to  one  of  the  fleet,  name 
of  the  vessel  unknown.  At  9  p.  m.,  seeing  other  boats  leaving  the 
beach,  I  embarked  my  men  also,  and  started  to  find  my  ship,  but  could 
not,  owing  to  the  darkness.  Pulled  alongside  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donel- 
son  and  passed  the  night  on  that  ship.  At  7 : 50  a.  m.  ot  the  16th  I 
reported  on  board  this  ship,  with  all  my  command  but  the  one  before 
mentioned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  C.  Williams, 

Acting  Ensign ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  A  ATMOUGH, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Kansas. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Kansas, 

regarding  ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina ,  January  19, 1865. 

Sir  :  I  submit  the  following  report  of  ammunition  expended  on  the 
13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and  adjacent 
batteries : 

IX-inch :  g 

5-second  shell . 

10-second  shell . 

15-second  shell . 

30-ponnder:  ^  ^ 

10-second  shell .  gg 

Percussion . 

12-pounder:  2 

Percussion . * . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  G.  Watmough, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Henry  A.  Adams, 

Ordnance  Officer ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  Lieutenant-Commander  Ramsay,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  27, 1864. — From  meridian  until  4  p.  m. :  At  anchor,  trans¬ 
port  fleet  standing  out. 

January  11, 1865.— At  4:45  p.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  a 
part  of  the  fleet  and  stood  out  of  the  harbor;  flagship  Malvern  made 
signal.  Struck  twice  while  crossing  the  bar.  At  6  came  to  oft  Beau¬ 
fort  Bar  in  company  with  the  fleet.  , 

January  12.— At  daylight  the  fleet  inside  the  harbor  got  underway 
and  came  out  over  the  bar.  Got  underway  in  company  with  the  fleet 
and  stood  to  southward.  From  6  to  8  underway  in  company  with  the 
fleet  Spoke  the  Y antic  and  received  orders  to  auchor  when  the  ship 
ahead  of  us  showed  a  red  light  over  her  stern.  Passed  the  same  order 
to  the  Huron,  astern  of  us.  At  8 :  30  the  Brooklyn  made  signal  to  first 
division  At  8 :  55  came  to  with  port  anchor  in  company  with  the  fleet 
in  74  fathoms  water.  At  42  midnight  spoke  Eolus  and  received  orders 
to  get  underway  at  4: 30  in  the  morning. 
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January  13. — At  6:10  a.  m.  got  underway  in  company  with  the  fleet 
and  stood  in  toward  the  land.  At  7 : 30  cleared  ship  for  action.  At 
7:50  opened  fire  on  the  rebel  earthworks  along  the  beach.  At  8,  in 
obedience  to  signal,  came  to  with  port  anchor  and  dropped  a  kedge 
astern.  Sent  launch,  first,  and  second  cutters  to  assist  in  lauding  troops. 
At  3: 30  p.  m.  all  boats  returned,  the  launch  and  second  cutter  being 
stove.  Brought  off  a  cutter  found  on  the  beach.  At  4  p.  m.  got  under¬ 
way  in  company  with  the  first  line  of  battle  and  stood  in  toward  Fort 
Fisher.  At  4 : 15  anchored  and  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  At  5:  45  ceased 
firing,  got  underway,  and  hauled  out.  At  7  came  to  anchor.  From  8 
until  midnight  the  monitors  and  ironclads  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 

January  14. — At  11 : 15  a.  m.  the  New  Ironsides  and  monitors  engaged 
Fort  Fisher.  At  12:30  p.  m.  the  flagship  made  signal.  Hove  up 
anchor  and  communicated  with  the  flagship.  Stood  in  toward  Fort 
Fisher,  anchored,  and  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  At 
anchor,  bombarding  Fort  Fisher.  Fired  120  10-second  Xl-inch  shells. 
At  6  ceased  firing.  At  7:20  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  8:30 
ceased  firing.  Fired  from  Xl-inch  gun  20  10-second  shells;  from 
20-pounder  rifle  9  percussion  shells,  2  shrapnel,  10  case  shot.  Fleet 
continued  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 

January  15. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  At  anchor.  Bombard¬ 
ment  of  Fort  Fisher  continued.  At  5  opened  fire  on  the  fort.  At  6 : 15 
ceased  firing.  At  7:15  opened  fire  on  the  fort  again.  From  8  until 
meridian:  At  anchor,  bombarding  Fort  Fisher.  Fired  from  Xl-inch  48 
10-second  shells,  2  5-second,  and  3  10-second  shrapnel;  from  20-pounder 
rifle  20  case  shot.  At  9  a.  m.  ammunition  for  Xl-inch  gun  all  expended ; 
hauled  out  of  line  and  anchored.  Received  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Queen 
126  Xl-inch  10-second  shells,  122  15-pound  charges,  200  friction  primers. 
At  12:45  got  underway  and  steamed  toward  Fort  Fisher.  At  2 
anchored  to  the  northward  of  the  fort.  At  2:10  opened  on  the  fort. 
At  3 : 15  ceased  firing.  Army  and  navy  storming  the  fort.  At  5:40 
got  underway.  Fired  during  the  day  51  Xl-inch  10-second  and  29 
15-second  shells;  6  5,  10,  15  second,  3  10-second,  and  2  5-second  shrap¬ 
nel.  From  6  until  8  p.  m.  fleet  bombarding  the  fort.  At  10  p.  m.  the 
fleet  ceased  firing,  the  works  being  in  possession  of  the  United  States 
forces. 

January  16. — Commences  and  until  4  a.  m.  At  anchor.  Some  mus¬ 
ketry  and  artillery  firing  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher  during  the 
watch. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  TI.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Huron. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  having  lauded  with  the  men  of 
this  vessel  to  join  in  the  land  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  I  was  detailed 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  to  command  the  third  column  of 
attack,  composed  of  detachments  from  the  ships  of  the  third  and  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  fourth  divisions,  numbering  about  450  men. 

Lieutenant  G.  M.  Bache  commanded  the  right  wing;  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  X.  Alleu,  the  left  wing. 

I  formed  them  in  column  and  moved  forward  by  the  head  of  compa¬ 
nies  until  near  our  first  rifle  pits,  when  the  whole  assaulting  column 
was  formed  in  flank  along  the  beach  awaiting  the  signal  of  assault  from 
the  army. 

When  this  was  given  I  moved  my  column  forward  on  the  double- 
quick,  following  close  on  to  the  second  [division]  and  for  about  half  a 
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mile  under  an  extremely  heavy  and  withering  fire  of  musketry  aud 
grape. 

When  we  finally  reached  the  palisades  I  found  the  columns  which 
had  preceded  me  halted  and  lying  down.  Going  to  the  front,  an  effort 
at  this  time  was  made  to  get  the  men  to  charge,  hut  the  fire  was  so 
heavy  that  the  few  who  passed  through  the  stockade  were  compelled  to 
fall  quickly  back. 

At  this  moment  an  unexplained  panic  took  place  in  the  rear,  which 
so  quickly  communicated  itself  to  the  whole  that  it  became  impossible 
to  rally  the  men. 

I  remained  near  the  fort  till  night,  when  I  left  with  a  few  under  cover 
of  the  darkness. 

My  column  moved  up  with  great  gallantry,  as  by  the  time  I  got  up 
the  rebels  had  concentrated  their  whole  fire  upon  us,  and  until  we 
came  to  a  halt  all  seemed  to  be  moving  well. 

To  Lieutenant-Commander  W.  1ST.  Allen  and  Lieutenant  G.  M.  Bache, 
both  wounded,  I  am  much  indebted  for  assistance  in  forming  and  main¬ 
taining  the  organization  of  the  division. 

I  regret  extremely  that  my  entire  unacquaiutance  with  any  of  the 
officers  or  crews  of  my  division  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  particu¬ 
larize  the  deserving,  but  until  the  panic  all  deserved  praise,  for  none 
faltered. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Huron,  regarding 

ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron, 

New  Inlet ,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  the  Huron  has  expended  about  300  rounds 
from  the  Xl-inch  pivot  during  the  late  engagement,  and  was  struck 
four  times — under  fore  channels,  mainmast  shot  away,  main  shroud  cut, 
and  through  main  rail.  Xo  casualties  while  under  fire;  5  men  wounded 
in  the  land  assault. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved,  all  of  them,  with  great  zeal  and 
gallantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  U.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Huron,  regard¬ 
ing  casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Huron,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  Tn  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  date  (by  telegram),  I  forward 
the  following  list  of  casualties  to  the  crew  of  this  vessel  in  the  action  of 
yesterday  on  shore,  viz: 

William  Seaman  (seaman),  left  leg  broken. 

James  H.  Donnelly  (ordinary  seaman),  musket  ball  in  neck. 

Michael  Tierney  (ordinary  seaman),  contusion  of  head. 
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John  Sullivan  (ordinary  seaman),  shoulder  dislocated. 

Thomas  Walker  (chief  quartermaster),  flesh  wound,  thigh. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 

Lieutenant -  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  A-tlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report 


of  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Huron,  commending 
for  gallantry  in  action  Ensign  Evans,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 


U.  S.  S.  Huron, 

James  River ,  March  10 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  column  under  my  com¬ 
mand  in  the  assault  upon  Port  Fisher,  I  mentioned  that  from  mv  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  officers  placed  temporarily  under  me  I  was  unable  to 
particularize  any  marked  act  of  bravery  performed  by  them. 

Since  that  time  I  have  been  informed  of  the  great  gallantry  of  regular 
Ensign  R.  D.  Evans,  of  the  Powhatan ,  and  I  deem  it  worthy  of  this 

notice.  .  .  .  ,  .  „ 

Ensign  Evans  received  a  severe  and  painful  wound  m  the  thigh  betoie 
reaching  the  palisades,  but,  instead  of  going  to  the  rear,  he  bound  a 
handkerchief  around  it  and  gallantly  proceeded  on  with  his  men  to  the 
very  front. 

He  again  received  a  second  wound,  in  the  kjiee. 

These  wounds  have  for  the  past  two  months  confined  him  to  his  bed, 
and  I  am  very  glad,  in  becoming  aware  of  the  above  facts,  to  give  him 
the  mention  so  justly  his  due. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  O.  Selfridge, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pequot,  transmitting 

additional  reports. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Pequot, 
under  my  command,  took  in  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  and  other 
of  the  enemy’s  works  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  during  the  13th, 
14th,  and  15th  of  January,  1865; 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  day  formed  in  line  of  battle  (No.  1)  and 
stood  in  close  to  the  beach.  At  8  a.  m.  anchored  and  shelled  woods  to 
cover  the  landing  of  our  troops,  which  was  successfully  performed, 
when,  at  3:  50  p.  m.,  line  No.  1  stood  in  and  engaged  the  forts  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  ironclads;  other  lines  of  battle  were  iu  action.  Shortly 
after  engaging,  line  No.  1  was  ordered  to  retire,  and  did  so.  On  the 
14th,  at  1 : 25  p.  m.,  we  stood  in  and  made  fast  to  the  New  Ironsides, 
lying  astern  of  her,  and  engaged  the  enemy  until  at  6  p.  m.,  when, 
receiving  orders  to  fire  during  the  night  in  succession,  we  anchored 
and  remained  close  to  and  inside  of  the  New  Ironsides  all  night.  Next 
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morning  (15th  instant),  needing  ammunition,  we  withdrew,  and  at  10 
a.  m.  returned  and  joined  in  the  attack  until  1 : 20  p.  in.,  when  we  closed 
in  upon  the  enemy,  anchoring  near  the  Monadnock.  Upon  signal  being 
made,  our  armed  boats  under  the  commands  of  Acting  Ensigns  George 
Lamb  and  Anthony  Smalley,  with  42  men,  were  seut  to  assist  in  the 
assault  of  Fort  Fisher. 

At  5:  40  p.  m.,  receiving  orders  from  you  to  proceed  up  the  beach  and 
anchor  near  Flag  Pond  battery  to  cover  our  troops  from  an  attack,  did 
so,  and  during  the  night  firing  occasionally  in  the  woods  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  westward.  About  10:20  p.  m.  we  learned  with  delight  that 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  surrounding  works  had  surrendered  to  the  com¬ 
bined  army  and  naval  attack. 

Besides  congratulating  you  upon  the  success  of  your  well-planned 
attack,  and  its  great  results,  I  must  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  of  every 
officer  and  man  on  board  this  vessel  in  the  discharge  of  their  several 
duties. 

Acting  Master  William  F.  Chase  served  the  150-pounder  with  skill 
and  effect,  and  notwithstanding  so  many  of  the  rifle  guns  of  the  fleet 
had  burst,  he  never  hesitated  to  fire  it. 

Acting  Ensign  Henry  W.  Loring,  in  charge  of  the  powder  division, 
was  prompt  for  every  call  upon  him,  and  kept  me  supplied  without  delay 
with  every  class  of  projectiles  needed. 

To  Second  Assistant  Engineer  (in  charge)  A.  H.  Fisher  I  am  much 
indebted,  for  without  his  skill  and  perseverance  the  ship  would  not  have 
been  in  a  condition  to  enter  action  without  being  towed. 

Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  C.  G.  Hutchinson  took  careful  notes  of 
the  action,  for  which  1  am  indebted. 

Mi'.  J.  W.  Jones,  my  clerk,  assisted  me  as  signal  officer,  and  not  only 
kept  me  informed  of  every  signal  relating  to  our  line  (No.  1)  but  of  all 
and  every  signal  made  to  other  lines  and  vessels. 

I  enclose  you  a  list  of  our  casualties,  and  it  is  with  regret  I  state 
those  on  board  ship  were  caused  alone  by  the  bursting  of  the  30-pounder 
rifle  (No.  223),  which  took  place  on  the  14th  instant,  wounding  Benja¬ 
min  F.  Hackney,  landsman;  John  McDonald,  ordinary  seaman,  and 
John  Searing,  landsman;  the  former  died  of  his  wounds.  Two  more 
were  killed  in  t.lie  assault  of  Fort  Fisher— William  Cox,  seaman,  and 
James  Coimors,  landsman — and  3  wounded — George  Hagan,  coxswain; 
William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Riley,  landsman. 

I  enclose  you  reports  made  to  me  of  the  assaidt  by  the  officers  com¬ 
manding  the  men  from  this  vessel ;  also  report  of  ammuuition  expended. 

AVith  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Lamb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Pequot. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Off  New  Inlet ,  January  16 ,  1865. 
Sir:  Having  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  first  and  second  launches, 
with  41  meu  and  Acting  Ensign  Anthony  Smalley,  to  assist  in  the 
attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  after  reporting  in  obedience  to  your  orders  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  by  his  orders  I  detailed  Acting  Ensign 
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Smalley  and  18  men  to  join  the  skirmish  line  with  their  shovels,  which 
order  was  carried  our  by  Mr.  Smalley  most  nobly  under  a  galling  fire 
as  he  advanced  from  time  to  time  to  throw  up  a  fresh  line  of  earth¬ 
works  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  soldiers  in  their  advance  on  the 
enemy’s  works.  Mr.  Smalley  carried  the  lines  up  to  within  about  200 
yards,  from  which  line  the  final  assault  took  place.  I,  with  the  rest  of 
the  men  under  my  command,  remained  with  the  first  column,  of  which 
we  formed  the  right  of  the  left  center,  and  advanced  toward  the  fort 
from  time  to  time  as  Ave  received  the  order.  About  3:25  p.  m.  the 
final  charge  took  place,  which  carried  us  up  to  first  line  of  the  stockade, 
and  while  there  I  discovered  Mr.  Smalley  with  his  command,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Mr.  O’Brian,  and  as  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  column,  I  im¬ 
mediately  advanced  with  the  rest  of  our  party  and  joined  him,  so  that 
we  were  all  together  once  more.  After  that  we  charged  at  a  double- 
quick  to  within  about  150  yards  of  the  fort,  Avhen  the  enemy’s  fire 
became  so  severe  that  in  spite  of  all  that  the  officers  could  do  the  men 
fell  back  and  retreated  down  the  beach  in  some  disorder.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  rally  again,  and  partially  succeeded,  when  an  officer  of  the 
Army,  whose  name  I  do  not  remember,  told  me  that  General  Terry 
wished  the  sailors  and  marines  to  occupy  the  line  of  intrenchments  that 
the  army  had  occupied  the  previous  night,  and  then  communicate  with 
General  Paine  on  the  left.  I  immediately  sought  Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Breese,  and  reported  the  same  to  him,  and  after  we  had  picked 
up  our  wounded,  1  of  whom  we  left  at  the  hospital,  as  he  was  severely 
wounded ;  2  others  I  had  sent  on  board.  Mr.  Smalley  had,  in  the  mean¬ 
time,  returned  twice  to  where  our  last  charge  took  place,  under  a 
terrific  fire,  which  was  kept  up  by  the  enemy  on  our  Avounded  men, 
and  brought  off  John  Riley,  landsman,  and  on  the  second  occasion, 
after  an  officer,  Ensign  Evans,  of  the  Powhatan,  that  he  saw  there  when 
he  brought  Riley  off;  both  of  them  were  left  at  the  hospital.  We  then 
repaired  with  our  men  to  the  Flag  Pond  battery  and  reported  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Breese,  who  ordered  us  to  occupy  a  part  of  the  work 
with  our  men  until  further  orders.  About  10:30  we  received  the  news 
of  the  capture  of  the  fort.  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese  to  take  a  part  of  my  command  and  look  after  our  dead  and 
wounded  and  then  return  to  our  post.  This  morning  took  a  detail  of 
men  with  me  to  bury  our  dead,  and  when  within  about  500  yards  of  the 
fort  a  tremendous  explosion  took  place  within  the  fort.  I  immediately 
pushed  forAvard  to  assist,  if  necessary,  in  rescuing  the  wounded,  but 
found  on  my  arrival  there  that  none  Avas  needed,  as  the  army  had  an 
ample  force  at  hand.  I  then  proceeded  to  where  our  dead  lay  and 
buried  William  Cox,  seaman,  James  Connors,  landsman,  and  then,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  returned  on 
board.  The  two  flags  that  I  brought  on  board  I  picked  up  where  our 
last  charge  ended. 

I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to  close  without  bringing  to  your  notice  the 
cheerful  and  noble  manner  in  Avhich  our  men  carried  out  the  orders 
which  were  given.  I  have  to  report  the  loss  of  both  of  our  launches, 
which  were  driven  on  shore  by  the  heavy  surf  that  set  in  toward  even¬ 
ing.  The  boat  keepers  report  that  they  Avere  ordered  to  Flag  Pond 
battery,  where  I  found  them. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Lamb, 

Acting  Ensign . 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Braine, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 
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Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Smalley,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  New  Inlet,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  Having  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  first  launch  and  a  crew  of 
19  men,  with  orders  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  to  assist 
in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  1  reported  to  him,  in  obedience  to  your 
orders,  and  was  directed  to  join  my  men  with  the  skirmish  line.  After 
advancing  a  distance  of  about  500  yards  and  assisting  in  throwing  up 
a  1'  ne  of  breastworks,  1  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Preston  to  take  my 
men  and  proceed  on  about  1,000  yards  to  join  a  squad  of  soldiers  who 
were  then  at  work  intrenching.  After  completing  this  line  of  works  it 
was  occupied  by  the  soldiers,  and  we  again  advanced  to  within  about 
200  yards  of  Fort  Fisher  and  again  commenced  intrenching.  Shortly 
after  the  soldiers  moved  up  and  occupied  this  line  preparatory  to  the 
assault.  The  work  of  these  two  lines  was  conducted  under  a  severe  tire 
from  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters. 

At  3:25  p.  m.  the  assault  was  made  on  the  fort.  1  immediately 
formed  my  men  and  joined  the  advance  column  of  the  sailors  and 
marines  then  charging  the  enemy’s  works.  We  advanced  at  a  double- 
quick,  under  a  very  severe  fire,  and  charged  up  to  within  about  100 
yards  of  the  fort.  The  enemy’s  fire  then  became  so  severe  that,  in  spite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  officers,  the  men  fell  back  and  retreated  down  the 
beach  in  some  confusion.  My  boat’s  crew  behaved  splendidly;  notone 
of  them  failed  me,  although  always  in  the  front,  and  during  the  hottest 
fire  shouted  to  me  that  they  would  follow  me  anywhere.  1  received 
much  assistance  from  Mr.  O’Brian,  captain’s  clerk,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Key¬ 
stone  State,  a  passenger  on  board  this  vessel,  who  volunteered  his  serv¬ 
ices  and  was  by  my  side  during  the  entire  day  and  night. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  rally  again,  and  partly  succeeded,  when 
orders  were  received  to  occupy  Flag  Pond  battery,  which  we  did, 
remaining  there  throughout  the  night.  I  have  to  report  of  my  boat’s 
crew  James  Connors,  ordinary  seaman,  killed,  and  George  Hagan,  cox¬ 
swain,  William  Brown,  ordinary  seaman,  and  John  Riley,  landsman, 
wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Anthony  Smalley, 
Acting  Ensign,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  D.  L.  Bratne, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot. 

I  was  much  pleased  with  the  conduct  of  Henry  Snow,  landsman,  for¬ 
merly  a  soldier  in  the  rebel  Army.  He  worked  hard  with  his  shovel  all 
the  early  part  of  the  day,  and  although  greatly  fatigued  was  one  of  the 
first  to  reach  the  palisades  fronting  the  fort. 

A.  Smalley,  Acting  Ensign. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pequot,  regarding 

ammunition  expended. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  January  18, 1865. 
Sir:  The  following  is  the  list  of  ammunition  expended  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Pequot  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher,  January  13, 
14,  and  15,  1865 : 

150-pounder  rifle: 

16-pound  charges .  10 

14-pound  charges .  57 
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150-pounder  rifle: 

12-pound  charges . 

Percussion  shell . 

Time  shell . 

Shrapnel  . 

30-pounder  rille : 

31-pound  charges . 

Percussion  shell . 

32-pounder : 

41-pound  charges . 

15-second  shell . 

10-second  shell . 

Solid  shot . 

24-pounder  howitzer: 

Charges  fixed  ammunition 


9 

102 

3 

1 

78 

78 

309 

180 

66 

63 

13 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 


Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  promotion  of 
Acting  Ensign  Smalley,  U.  S.  Navy,  for  gallantry. 

U.  S.  S.  Peqtjot, 

Cape  Fear  Fiver ,  North  Carolina ,  February  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  heard  from  several  sources  of  the  bravery  displayed  by 
Acting  Ensign  Anthony  Smalley  of  this  vessel  in  the  assault  upon  Fort 
Fisher,  and  have  also  been  spoken  to  by  Fleet  Captain  Lieutenant- 
Commander  K.  R.  Breese,  who  is  personally  aware  of  his  services. 

1  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  the  same  officially  to  your  notice,  asking 
that  this  officer  may  be  advanced  to  the  grade  of  acting  master  for  the 
part  he  took  in  the  assault. 

I  refer  to  Fleet  Captain  Breese’s  endorsement*  of  this  letter. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant-  Commander . 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Yantic. 

U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 

Gape  Fear  Fiver ,  North  Carolina ,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  this  vessel  took  in  the  oper¬ 
ations  against  Fort  Fisher,  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  January  13 
and  15,  1865: 

At  8  a.  m.,  January  13,  anchored  in  line  No.  1,  close  inshore  to  the 
northward  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  assisted  in  landing  troops  and  ammu¬ 
nition.  At  4  p.  m.,  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  batteries  in 
line  of  battle  No.  1,  and  at  5  p.  m.  anchored  head  aud  stern  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher  and  opened  fire.  At  5 : 50,  in 
obedience  to  signal,  ceased  firing,  got  underway,  stood  offshore  aud 
anchored. 


Not  found. 
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On  tlie  15th,  at  S:  50  a.  in.,  got  underway,  and  in  obedience  to  verbal 
orders  from  yourself,  stood  in  toward  the  batteries  and  anchored  head 
and  stern  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  opened  an  effective  lire  with  two  IX-iucli  guns  in  port  broadside, 
using  10-second  fuzes.  At  10:30  sent  a  landing  party  on  shore  com¬ 
posed  of  42  men,  in  command  of  Acting  Ensigns  J.  0.  Lord  and  S.  T. 
Dederer,  and  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  George  Holten,  with 
orders  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commander  K.  It.  Breese  (fleet  captain). 
At  3:15,  in  obedience  to  signal,  ceased  tiring. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  from  the  rapid  and  accurate  fire  of  the  fleet 
the  enemy  were  completely  driven  from  their  guns,  and  have  to  report 
no  casualties,  with  the  exception  of  3  men  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher— 
2  killed  and  1  mortally  wounded  (since  dead).  The  conduct  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crew  was  commendable.  Being  short  of  officers,  Acting  Assist¬ 
ant  Paymaster  Samuel  B.  Huey  and  my  clerk,  C.  M.  B.  Harris,  rendered 
valuable  and  efficient  services. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  without  making  special  mention  of  Acting 
Ensign  J.  C.  Lord,  an  officer  of  merit,  and  one  whom  1  have  always 
found  prompt  and  energetic,  ready  for  any  service,  and  was  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  the  landing  party  from  this  vessel.  He  well  deserves  to  be 
advanced  a  grade.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  Holten  was  also 
a  volunteer  and  had  charge  of  the  intrenching  party.  I  have  learned 
that  he  was  always  in  the  advance,  cheering  the  men  on  and  exposing 
himself  in  the  most  gallant  manner.  I  trust  that  he  may  be  made  a 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  in  the  regular  service. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  0.  Harris, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 


Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Wheeler,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S, 

Yantic. 


U.  S.  S.  Yantic, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  on  board  this 
vessel,  resulting  from  the  attack  by  the  naval  forces  on  Fort  Fisher,  on 
the  15th  instant: 

Killed,  2:  William  Lemon,  master  at  arms;  shot  through  the  head  by 
musket  ball.  Thomas  Williams,  second  class  fireman,  shot  through  the 
head  by  musket  ball. 

Wounded,  1:  James  Martin,  captain  forecastle;  reported  wounded  in 

the  knee;  yet  missing  [died  on  shore  20th].*  ,  . 

Missing,  1:  Alexander  Pierson,  coal  heaver;  reported  not  injured 


this  morning. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 


H.  K.  Wheeler, 


Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Lieutenant-Commander  T.  C.  Harris, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Yantic. 


From  log  U.  S.  S.  Yantic,  January  22,  1865. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Chandler,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding,, U?  S.  S.  Maumee. 

U.  S.  8.  Maumee, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  February  4,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel 
during  the  bombardment  and  fall  of  Fort  Fisher: 

On  the  lltli  of  January  left  Beaufort  with  a  portion  of  the  fleet  and 
anchored  outside  the  bar.  At  7 : 45,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  in 
obedience  to  general  signal,  got  underway  and  fell  into  position  in  line 
No.  1.  In  doing  so,  fouled  the  gunboat  Seneca.  On  the  13th  sent  all 
the  boats  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  5:10  p.  m.  anchored  m  line  of 
battle  with  Fort  Fisher  bearing  S.  8.  W.  \  W.,  1,800  yards  distant,  and 
commenced  firing.  At  5: 55  ceased  firing  and  hauled  off  for  the  night. 
On  the  14th,  at  1 : 10  p.  in.,  went  on  board  of  the  flagship  in  obedience 
to  signal  and  received  your  verbal  order  to  go  in  as  near  as  possible 
and  endeavor  to  knock  down  the  palisade  around  the  fort;  anchored 
ahead  the  New  Ironsides  and  sent  a  line  from  this  vessel’s  stern  to  the 
Ironsides’s  bow,  and  commenced  a  rapid  and  well-directed  fire  on  the 
palisades,  distant  about  1,300  yards.  At  G  p.  in.  the  Little  Ada 
brought  orders  to  remain  at  anchor  for  the  night,  and  to  take  up  the 
fire  for  one  hour  in  succession,  the  firing  to  commence  with  the  leading 
vessel  of  the  line.  At  11  p.  m.  commenced  the  fire,  and  at  12  (mid¬ 
night)  the  Tacony  took  it  up.  At  5:30  a.  in.,  on  the  15th,  received 
orders  by  dispatch  boat  to  haul  out  of  line  and  fill  up  with  ammuni¬ 
tion.  None  of  the  ordnance  vessels  had  32-pounder  ammunition,  and 
some  hours  elapsed  before  I  could  find  any.  Spoke  the  flagship  and 
was  informed  that  it  could  be  obtained  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Alabama. 
She  was  lying  about  a  mile  to  the  northward  of  eastward  of  the  Half 
Moon  battery;  hauled  alongside  of  her  and  filled  up  with  ammunition. 
Received  also  from  her  a  30-pounder  Parrott  rifle,  in  place  of  our 
cracked  one.  As  we  were  about  casting  off,  a  battery  of  three  Whit¬ 
worth  guns  opened  on  us  from  the  beach,  distant  about  1,000  yards. 
Made  signal  to  the  Cherokee  and  Governor  Buckingham  to  form  a  line  of 
battle  and  led  in  to  3  fathoms  of  water,  and  in  one-half  an  hour  silenced 
the  battery.  Proceeded  to  my  station  in  the  line  and  found  that  the 
assault  had  taken  place  and  saw  the  sailors  retreating  up  the  beach. 
At  10  p.  in.  the  cheers  from  the  fort  and  fleet  announced  that  Fort 
Fisher  was  ours.  On  the  16th  obtained  some  buoys  from  the  Santiago 
de  Cuba  and  a  pilot  from  the  flagship,  and  proceeded  to  sound  and 
buoy  the  channel  across  the  bar.  Finished  in  time  for  several  of  the 
double  enders  to  run  in,  but  the  tide  [was]  too  low  to  admit  of  this 
vessel’s  crossing.  At  10  a.  m.,  on  the  17th,  crossed  the  bar  and 
anchored  off  Federal  Point.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  crossed  the 
Rip  and  anchored  in  line  of  battle  in  Cape  Fear  River. 

I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  coolness  and  courage  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  during  the  several  bombardments.  All 
did  their  duty  manfully. 

The  expenditure  of  ammunition  from  the  13th  to  16th  was  as  follows : 
117  100-pounder  rifle  shells,  206  32-pounder,  and  14  30-pounder  rifle. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  Chandler, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Sicard,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 


U.  S.  S.  Seneca, 

New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  17,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  and  her  crew  in  the  operations  of  the  14tli  and  15tli 
instant.  The  Seneca  was  stationed  near  beach,  with  the  vessels 
engaged  in  bombarding  the  northeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher: 

About  noon  of  January  14,  being  ordered  to  go  up  outside  of  the  iron¬ 
clads  and  to  endeavor  to  destroy  a  portion  of  the  stockade  of  the  fort,  I 
proceeded  to  my  station,  and  anchoring  (by  signal),  at  10-second  range, 
opened  fire  on  the  stockade,  and  shortly  after  turned  my  fire  upon  the 
guns  of  the  fort  (by  signal).  For  the  remainder  of  the  14th,  for  two 
hours  of  the  night  and  until  about  3  p.  m.  of  the  15th  instant,  I  con¬ 
tinued  to  fire  at  the  guns  on  the  northeast  parapet  of  Fisher.  During 
this  time  the  Seneca  fired  220  Xl-incli  shells  and  30  20-pounder  rifle 
projectiles.  In  the  bombardment  this  vessel  was  struck  by  a  rifle  shot 
under  the  port  fore  chains  (a  glancing  shot)  and  the  rigging  was  slightly 
cut  by  pieces  of  shells  fired  by  vessels  outside  of  my  position. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  instant  I  went  on  shore  with  2  officers 
and  26  men,  detailed  from  this  vessel  to  take  part  in  the  assault  on  the 
fort. 

My  men  formed  with  the  second  division  (to  which  my  vessel  belongs) 
and  advanced  as  far  as  the  stockade,  which  runs  from  the  eastern  angle 
of  Fisher  toward  the  sea;  there  we  were  met  by  a  severe  fire.  After 
a  moment’s  pause  we  made  an  attempt  to  charge  through  a  gap  in  the 
stockade,  but  the  attempt  failed,  and  at  that  moment  the  center  of  the 
line,  being  exposed  to  a  very  severe  fire  and  being  totally  unprotected, 
standing  on  an  open  beach,  retreated  along  the  beach.  My  executive 
officer,  myself,  and  2  of  my  men,  having  cover  at  the  stockade,  remained 
there,  with  about  50  officers  and  men  of  the  different  divisions.  Some 
other  officers  and  men  got  cover  behind  sand  knolls  not  far  from  us. 
Being  too  few  in  number  to  attempt  any  offensive  operation,  we  were 
obliged  to  remain  in  our  position  until  nightfall,  when  we  came  down 
the  beach  and  rejoined  the  rest  of  the  landing  party. 

I  then  assisted  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  R.  Breese  in  getting  the 
sailors  and  marines  into  the  intrenchments  that  covered  the  rear  of  the 
army.  I  remained  there  during  the  uight  (with  my  executive  officer 
and  7  of  my  men)  and  returned  in  the  morning  to  my  vessel. 

My  casualties  in  the  affair  were  5  men  wounded,  3  of  whom  I  sent 
north  iu  the  Quaker  City. 

I  desire  to  express  my  sense  of  the  coolness  and  conduct  of  Acting 
Master  William  H.  Maies  (my  executive  officer).  He  was  with  me  in 
the  advance  and  behaved  gallantly.  Acting  Ensign  Thomas  Mason 
and  the  men  of  the  Seneca  are  reported  by  Mr.  Maies  as  having  behaved 
very  well  indeed. 

Chief  Boatswain’s  Mate  Othniel  Tripp,  who  charged  through  the  gap 
in  the  stockade,  I  would  bring  to  your  notice  as  in  my  opinion  deserv¬ 
ing  of  a  medal. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Montgomery  Sicard, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Seneca. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Johnson,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  casualties  of  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Pawtuxet. 

U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet, 

January  16 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  occurring  among  the 
landing  party  from  this  vessel  yesterday,  January  Id  : 

Wounded.— Walter  Oreswick,  landsman,  by  a  musket  ball  in  call  ot 
right  leg,  slightly;  Auguste  Flint,  seaman,  in  the  face,  slightly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  Johnson, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Commander  J.  H.  Spotts,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pawtuxet,  Commander  Spotts,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

January  11,  1865. — At  5  p.  m.  the  most  part  of  the  fleet  proceeded 
outside  the  harbor  (Beaufort). 

January  13.— At  5 :30  p.  m.  made  the  fleet  off  New  Inlet.  From  8  to 
midnight  occasional  firing  from  the  monitors. 

January  14. — At  7  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  toward  the 
fleet;  came  to  anchor  near  the  flagship.  At  11  a.  m.  the  ironclad 
division  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  From  4  to  6  p.  m.  a  detachment 
of  the  fleet,  bombarded  Fort  Fisher.  From  0  to  8  p.  m.  occasional  firing 
from  the  ironclads  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  1 1 : 30  p.  m.  sent  first  cutter  aud 
lauuch  in  charge  of  officers  to  the  Fort  Donelson  in  obedience  to  an 
order  from  the  admiral. 

January  15. — Commences  and  to  4  a.  m.  Shennandoah  kept  up  a 
steady  firing  on  Fort  Fisher  all  the  watch.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.  firing 
from  gunboats  during  the  watch.  At  10 : 30  a.  m.  the  landing  party  left 
the  ship  in  charge  of  Acting  Hnsign  Slamm.  A  heavy  firing  kept  up 
on  Fort  Fisher  by  the  fleet.  At  12 : 15  p.  m.  the  frigates  aud  large  ves¬ 
sels  went  into  the  engagement.  At  1:30  came  to  anchor  and  moored 
ship  with  kedge  out  aft  and  20  fathoms  of  5-iuch  hawser,  ship’s  head 
bearing  E.  S.  E.  Commenced  firing  at  the  fort  with  the  IX-ineh  guns. 
At  3  the  flagship  made  signals.  At  3:37  the  whistles  were  blown  and 
the  admiral  made  signal.  The  troops  and  sailors  charging  the  bat¬ 
teries  and  Fort  Fisher.  Occasional  firing  kept  up  by  a  part  of  the  fleet 
on  the  left  wing  of  the  fort.  At  4:30  p.  m.  the  boats  returned ;  3  sailors 
wounded  slightly  (Auguste  Flint,  James  Conolly,  and  Walter  Creswick). 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc. 

U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc, 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  20,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  borne  by  this 
vessel  in  the  operations  against  the  rebel  works  at  Federal  Point  since 
the  13th  instant: 

At  daylight  of  the  13th  we  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the 
beach  in  company  with  line  No.  1  to  cover  and  assist  in  the  landing  of 
the  troops.  Owing  to  the  number  of  accidents  which  had  happened  to 
the  100-pounder  Parrott  rifles,  and  to  your  consequent  recommendation 
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in  General  Order  No.  78,  as  also  to  the  fact  that  our  station  in  the  line 
brought  us  within  easy  range  with  the  IX-inch  guns,  we  placed  the 
rides  fore  and  aft  in  the  waterways  on  the  disengaged  side  of  the  ship 
and  brought  all  four  of  the  IX-inch  guns  into  battery  on  the  engaged 
side.  And  the  same  arrangement  was  again  made  on  the  15th,  so  that 
the  rides  have  not  been  used  since  Christmas.  At  8:  07  a.  m.  we  came 
into  position  about  GOO  yards  from  the  beach,  moored  the  vessel  head 
and  stern,  and  opened  fire  on  the  shore,  at  the  same  time  sending  three 
boats  to  assist  in  taking  the  troops  from  their  transports.  At  about  9 
o’clock  we  ceased  firing,  as  the  army  had  effected  a  sufficient  lodgment 
and  no  opposition  was  presented  to  them,  and  at  2:30  p.  m.  the  boats 
returned  to  the  ship,  having  accomplished  the  duty  assigned  them.  At 
4:40  we  again  got  underway,  in  company  with  line  No.  1,  and  moved 
down  to  a  position  near  the  ironclads  (which  were  engaged  in  bom¬ 
barding  the  fort),  where  we  again  moored,  head  and  stern,  and  at  5: 10 
opened  fire  at  a  point  2,200  yards  range  upon  Fort  Fisher.  At  5:40 
p.  m.  we  dropped  out  of  action,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  anchored 
for  the  night.  There  were  expended  in  this  day’s  firing  38  IX-inch 
shells,  5  shells  from  the  20-pounder  rifled  howitzer,  and  1  from  the  24- 
pounder  smoothbore  howitzer. 

On  the  14th  we  remained  all  day  at  anchor,  being  assigned  to  no 
part  in  the  bombardment  or  elsewhere. 

On  the  15th  we  got  underway  at  8:  50  a.  in.,  stood  in  and  anchored 
close  under  the  stern  of  the  Ironsides ,  with  a  kedge  out  astern,  and 
opened  on  Fort  Fisher  with  the  IX-inch  guns  at  1,700  yards  range. 
At  12  m.  we  shifted  our  position  (by  order)  farther  toward  the  beach, 
and  continued  firing  at  the  fort  until  2: 15  p.  m.,  when  all  the  remain¬ 
ing  IX-inch  shells  (275  of  them)  had  been  expended,  and  signal  being 
made  soon  after  to  “cease  firing,”  we  did  not  have  to  resort  to  the  100- 
pounder  rifles.  In  the  meantime  40  ot  the  men,  armed  with  cutlasses 
and  revolvers,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Ensign  Louis  B.  Chester 
and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Thomas  Brown,  were  landed  at  10:25  a.  in., 
to  participate  in  the  assault  on  the  tort.  All  of  this  party  eventually 
returned  to  the  vessel;  but  Acting  Ensign  Chester  and  6  men  were 
wounded,  4  of  them  severely  and  3  slightly. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  16th,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  bar,  we  got 
aground,  but  got  off  again  without  damage,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  we  came  inside  and  anchored. 

I  have  again  to  report  that  the  officers  and  men  of  this  vessel  behaved 
admirably  throughout  the  whole  affair,  for,  although  the  enemy’s  fire 
as  directed  toward  this  vessel  was  comparatively  insignificant,  yet  it 
is  reported  to  me  by  the  officers  who  went  with  the  assaulting  party 
that  our  detachment  displayed  coolness  and  courage  under  a  withering 
fire  of  grape,  canister,  and  musketry  from  1  ort  I  islier,  and  that  several 
of  them  were  afterward  prominent  in  bringing  off  the  wounded.  I 
would  recommend  Acting  Ensign  Chester  to  be  examined  (so  soon  as 
he  shall  have  recovered  from  Ids  wound)  for  promotion  to  acting  mas¬ 
ter,  not  only  for  his  share  in  this  assault,  but  for  his  general  qualities. 

Respectfully^ 

William  G.  Temple, 

Lieutenant- Commander. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Pierson,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  ^casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Pontoo3uc. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc, 

Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  January  26,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  occurring 
among  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc ,  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Fisher,  on  the  15th  instant. 

Louis  E.  Chester,  acting  ensign,  gunshot  wound  of  right  thigh ;  severe. 
John  P.  Errikson,  captain  of  forecastle,  gunshot  wound  of  right 
elbow;  severe. 

Frank  A.  Pierce,  landsman,  gunshot  wounds  of  left  wrist  and  left 
thigh;  severe. 

George  W.  McWilliams,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  of  left  thigh. 
Clark  E.  Caswell,  landsman,  contusion  of  left  thigh  by  fragment  of 
shell;  slight. 

Patrick  McGrath,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  of  right  thigh;  slight. 
Francis  McCoy,  armorer’s  mate,  gunshot  wound  over  right  eye ;  slight. 
Eespectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Pierson, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy,  U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc. 
Lieutenant-Commander  W.  G.  Temple. 


Additional  report  of  Commander  Temple,  U.  S.  Navy  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc,  giving 
list  of  those  recommended  for  medals  of  honor. 


U.  S.  S.  Pontoosuc, 

James  River ,  Va.,  March  31,  1865. 

Sir:  After  mature  consideration  and  careful  consultation  with  the 
officers  of  this  vessel,  I  would  recommend  that  medals  of  honor  be 
awarded  to  the  following  men  under  my  command  for  gallantry,  skill 
and  coolness  in  action  during  the  operations  in  and  about  Cape  Fear 
Eiver,  which  extended  from  December  24,  1SG4,  to  February  22,  1805 
and  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  and  Wilmington,  viz: 

Eobert  M.  Blaii,  boatswain’s  mate;  Anthony  Williams,  sail  maker’s 
mate;  James  W.  Verney,  chief  quartermaster;  AsaBetham,  coxswain- 
JohnP.  Errikson,  captain  of  forecastle;  ClementDees,  seaman  (colored)- 
George  W.  McWilliams,  landsman,  and  John  Anglin,  boy. 

Two  of  these  men,  John  P.  Errikson  and  George  W.  McWilliams 
were  so  severely  wounded  in  the  naval  assault  upon  Fort  Fisher  that 
they  were  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Portsmouth,  Va. ;  since  which  time  I 
have  not  heard  of  them,  and  therefore  can  not  say  where  they  are  to  be 
found  at  present.  All  the  others  are  still  on  board  this  vessel. 

Eespectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Wtlliam  G.  Temple, 

Commander. 


Report  of  Commander  Howell,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  operations  against  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
J-otli  <iii ci  le)tli  instant : 
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January  13,  at  4:30  a.  m.,  got  underway  and  took  station  in  the  line 
of  the  first  division.  At  7  :  25  a.  m.  anchored  and  shelled  woods.  At 
8:16  a.  m.  sent  all  boats  to  land  troops.  At  3:41  p.  in.  got  underway 
and  stood  toward  Fort  Fisher,  bringing  up  the  rear  of  first  division. 
Finding  myself  too  far  from  the  fort  when  my  second  ahead  anchored, 
I  endeavored  to  get  between  two  small  gunboats,  but  was  constantly 
toiled  by  vessels  which  I  had  thought  anchored  movingiu  my  way.  Kept 
underway  and  stood  toward  head  of  line  and  fired  between  the  vessels 
when  an  opportunity  offered.  At  5:22  p.  in.  signal  was  made  “First 
division  retire.”  Stood  off,  and  at  6:45  p.  m.  anchored. 

January  15,  at  8:40  a.  m.,  got  underway  by  signal.  At  9:30  a.  m. 
anchored  in  4  fathoms  and  opened  fire  on  the  northeast  face  of  Fort 
Fisher.  Trained  the  60-pounder  Parrott  on  a  rebel  steamer  lying  in  the 
[Cape  Fear]  Fiver,  and  fired  20-second  shell.  At  the  third  fire  the 
steamer  moved  off.  At  10:25  a.  m.  sent  43  sailors  and  15  marines  on 
shore  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  G.  Dayton,  assisted  by  Acting 
Ensign  George  Anderson  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Philip  Ecken- 
roth,  all  of  whom  volunteered  for  the  service,  and  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  as  brave  and  zealous  officers.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Wil¬ 
liam  Ruslnnore  was  left  in  charge  of  the  boats.  Kept  up  a  fire,  regulated 
by  signals  from  flagship,  until  signal  “  Cease  firing”  was  made.  At  about 
10  p.  m.  heard  cheering  on  shore,  when  we  heartily  joined  in  the  demon¬ 
strations  in  honor  of  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher  and  its  dependencies. 

The  firing  from  the  Nereus  was  very  effective.  I  saw  but  one  large 
gun  (on  the  northeastern  face  of  the  fort)  which  was  not  injured  in  some 
way. 

I  desire  to  givecredit  to  Acting  Master  E.  L.  Haines  and  Acting-Ensign 
G.  M.  Smith  for  efficient  service  in  charge  of  the  main  deck  battery  of 
57  cwt. 32-pounders;  to  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  JolmK.  Walsh  and 
Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  B.  F.Munroe  for  skillful  and  kind  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  wounded  (of  this  and  other  vessels)  who  were  brought  here 
for  treatment;  to  Senior  Engineer  W.  Stephen  Henton  and  his  assist¬ 
ants;  to  Acting  Master’s  Mate  H.  E.  Giraud  for  his  laborious  attention, 
day  and  night,  to  the  duties  of  signal  officer;  to  Acting  Master’s  Mates 
Cromaek  and  Spencer  for  making  some  capital  shots,  and  good  conduct 
generally,  and  indeed  to  every  officer  and  man  in  the  ship.  I  know  of 
no  exception. 

I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  executive  officer  of  the  Nereus, 
Lieutenant  II.  E.  Mullan,  and  beg  to  recommend  him  to  your  favorable 
notice. 

With  congratulations  on  the  glorious  victory  achieved  by  the  united 
services,  I  am,  admiral, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  Howell, 
Commander,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Walsh,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  IT.  S.  S. 

Nereus. 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina ,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  casualties  amongst  the  men 

ashore  from  this  vessel :  . 

Killed. _ Frederick  Untied  t,  seaman;  James  Moran,  coxswain;  fat- 

rick  Murray,  landsman. 
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Wounded,— Henry  Myers,  seaman,  compound  coipiflinuted  fracture  of 
tibia  from  gunshot  wound ;  John  Ferguson,  captain  of  forecastle,  gun¬ 
shot  wound  of  foot.  Isaac  Hindman,  seaman,  gunshot  wound  of  scalp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Walsh, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commander  John  C.  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding . 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Walsh,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  those  transferred  from 
the  U.  S.  S.  Nereus  to  the  Norfolk  hospital. 

U.  S.  S.  Nereus, 

Off  Fort  Fislier ,  N.  C.,  January  17 , 1865. 

Sir  :  The  following-named  officers  and  men  were  received  on  board 
this  shiii  on  Sunday  evening,  and  following  morning  transferred  to 
Santiago  de  Cuba  for  passage  to  Norfolk  hospital,  viz: 

It.  D.  Evans,  ensign,  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan ;  John  F.  Merry,  acting  ensign, 
U.  S.  S.  Osceola ;  Arthur  F.  Aldrich,  acting  master’s  mate,  Tuscarora ,- 
William  H.  Terry,  corporal  marines,  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt:  Henry  Sigel, 
seaman,  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jjiokson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Walsh, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  Jno.  C.  Howell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding. 


Minutes  of  bombardment,  taken  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

January  13 ,  1865. — At  4:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  drifted.  At 
6:5°  tbe  Brooklyn  fired  the  first  gun,  shelling  the  woods,  followed  by 
several  other  vessels.  At  7:04  standing  inshore;  cleared  away  all 
boats  ready  for  lowering.  At  7 : 09  beat  to  quarters.  At  7 : 25  came  to 
anchor.  At  7: 40  opened  fire  with  the  60-pounder  and  followed  with 
the  rest  of  the  battery.  At  8:16  called  away  all  boats  to  land  the 
troops.  At  8:35  the  troops  commenced  landing,  the  woods  being 
shelled  by  the  gunboats  at  the  same  time.  At  8:  40  the  Ironsides  and 
monitors  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  9 : 04  this  vessel  ceased  Arina 
by  signal  from  flagship.  At  11:30  one  of  the  frigates  opened  fire  on 
lort  Fisher.  Weighed  the  stern  anchor.  At  3:41  p.  m.  hove  up  the 
anchor  and  started  in  line  toward  Fort  Fisher;  nearly  all  the  troops  on 
shore.  At  4 : 44  p.  m.  several  of  the  large  vessels'-  opened  on  Fort 
lusher.  At  5: 10  p.  m.  opened  on  the  fort  with  the  30-pounder  forward, 

rWed  Wlt\.th®,  6£pounder.  At  5:22  the  admiral  signaled 

Fust  division  retire.  We  then  stood  offshore.  At  6:36  ran  the 
main-deck  battery  out  and  closed  the  ports.  At  6:  45  came  to  anchor. 

January  11,  1865. — At  10:40  a.  m.  hove  up  the  anchor.  At  10-55 
came  to  anchor  again.  At  1  p.  in.  got  underway  to  get  in  line.  At 
L :  34  came  to  again. 

January  15.— -At  8:35  p.  m.  hove  up  the  anchor.  At  8:40  flagship 
made  signal,  Kepair  on  board.”  At  9:10  Captain  Howell  returned  on 
board  with  a  mail.  At  9:30  commenced  firing  and  came  to  anchor  m 
4£  fathoms  water  within  half  a  mile  of  Fort  Fisher.  A  rebel  steamer 
was  discovered  in  the  river  back  of  the  fort;  directed  the  fire  of  our 
forward  rifle  guns  at  her,  which  caused  her  to  haul  over  to  the  other 
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side  of  the  river.  At  10:  05  the  flagship  made  signal  to  have  the  land¬ 
ing  parties  ready.  At  10:25,  in  obedience  to  signal,  sent  our  boats, 
containing  50  seamen  and  marines,  to  join  in  the  landing,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  G.  Dayton,  assisted  by  Acting  Ensign  George 
Anderson  and  Master’s  Mate  William  Ruslimore.  At  10:45  the  sea¬ 
men  and  marines  commenced  landing,  a  sharp  fire  being  kept  up  on  the 
fort  all  the  time.  At  12:  30  the  rebels  opened  fire  with  one  small  gun 
from  the  fort  on  our  men,  and  shortly  afterwards  a  wounded  man  was 
carried  along  the  beach.  At  1  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  got  into  action  again, 
veered  chain,  as  the  ship  was  dragging,  and  the  admiral  signaled, 
u  ]yjre  rapidly.”  At  1 : 45  p.  m.  the  first  division  of  seamen  and  marines 
marched  up  the  beach  toward  the  fort.  At  1:55  the  second  division 
followed.  At  2 : 20  the  soldiers  and  seamen  were  marching  up  to  storm 
Fort  Fisher.  At  2 : 45  the  admiral  again  signaled,  “  Fire  rapidly.”  At 
3:35  the  assault  was  made  (the  vessels  ceased  firing)  on  the  fort,  the 
seamen  going  up  toward  the  sea  front  and  the  soldiers  to  the  rear  of 
the  fort.  The  rebels  opened  a  murderous  fire  of  musketry,  grape  and 
canister,  on  the  seamen,  so  that  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back.  At 
3:40  the  soldiers  were  mounting  the  mounds  of  the  fort  very  rapidly, 
and  commenced  fighting  with  the  rebels.  At  4:10  the  rebels  opened 
fire  with  one  gun  on  the  troops.  The  Pequot  was  disabled  and  towed 
outside  of  the  line  of  fire;  the  Ironsides  and  a  few  other  boats  kept  a 
sharp  fire  on  the  sea  front  of  the  fort,  where  the  rebels  were  using  the 
gun  against  our  people.  At  5:40  Mr.  Rushmore  returned  on  board, 
bringing  2  of  our  men  wounded,  and  reported  4  of  our  men  killed.  At 
6:35  the  launch  came  oft'  (towing  one  of  the  cutters),  having  0  per- 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nyack,  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  30 , 1864. — Lying  at  anchor  off  Fort  Caswell.  At  10 : 30  a.  m. 
a  steamer  showing  the  Confederate  flag  made  its  appearance  and  came 
to  anchor  under  Fort  Caswell. 

January  13,  1865.— OS  Fort  Caswell,  Wilmington  Bar.  Heavy  br¬ 
ing  heard"  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.  A  rebel  steamer  seen  inside 

the  river.  .  ,  ,.  .  „  ,  . 

January  14. — Heavy  cannonading  in  the  direction  of  fort  fisher. 

At  3  p.  m.  black  smoke  appeared  rising  from  the  fort. 

January  16. — Cruising  off  the  bar.  At  10 : 20  p.  m.,  a  blockade  runner 
being  heard  and  seen  inshore,  went  to  quarters.  At  10 :  50  gave  up  the 

chase  and  stood  inshore.  . 

January  17.— At  1 : 20  a.  m.  a  fire  broke  out  m  Fort  Caswell  and  at 
1-  30  a  heavy  explosion  was  heard  and  seen,  followed  by  a  succession 
of  explosions  and  fires,  which  lasted  during  the  entire  watch.  At  10 
a.  m.  two  explosions  took  place  at  Fort  Caswell.  At  4  p.  m.  discovered 
our  fleet  lying  inside  of  Fort  Fisher. 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  second  division,  transmitting  minutes 
of  bombardment  taken  on  board  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 


U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 


Of  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  January  li 


1865. 


^  jj  -  -  -  j 

Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  minutes, 
taken  on  the  quarter-deck  of  this  vessel  on  the  13th  and  15th  of  -  anu- 
ary,  1865,  during  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher.  Also  the  reports 
from  several  officers  of  this  ship. 
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As  in  my  report  of  the  action  of  the  24th  and  2oth  of  December,  it 
gives  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  in  the  recent  engagement  the  con¬ 
duct  of  all  the  officers,  men,  marines,  and  boys  on  board  the  Minnesota 
was  entirely  satisfactory.  Every  one  performed  his  duty  to  the  utmost 
of  his  ability. 

Considering  the  absence  of  so  large  a  number  (240  officers  and  men) 
lor  the  assaulting  party  on  the  15th  instant,  the  working  and  practice 
ot  the  guns  could  not  have  been  better,  and  many  excellent  shots  were 
made.  In  a  word,  all  performed  their  duty  in  the  most  creditable 
manner. 

Agreeable  to  signal  on  the  15th  instant,  the  boats  left  with  the 
assaulting  party  fully  equipped,  all  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  James  Parker,  whose  official  report  I  shall  have  the  honor 
to  forward. 

It  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  with  the  assaulting  party  of  sailors 
and  marines  were  a  number  of  firemen  and  coal  heavers  from  the  engi¬ 
neer  department.  & 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

Minutes,  January  13, 1865,  by  O.  B.  McCurdy,  captain’s  clerk. 

Port  Fisher  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.,  8  miles  distant. 

At  o  a.  m.  got  underway,  standing  inshore. 

At  7  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared  for  action. 

At  7: 20  a.  m.  U  S.  S.  Brooklyn  opened  fire  upon  the  woods. 

At  7:  JO  a.  m  hailed  by  an  officer,  ordering  to  intercept  the  Brooklyn 
and  anchor  as  close  ahead  of  her  as  possible. 

B^tldyl5  a‘  m‘  flagShip  made  signal  t0  anchor  800  yards  ahead  of  the 

At  8:30  a.  m 
very  slowly. 

At  8:35  a.  in. 


the  Minnesota  commenced  shelling  the  woods;  fired 

,  Fort  Fisher  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.,  wind  W  1ST  W  lei 
go  the  kedge  about  800  yards  ahead  of  the  Brooklyn  and  from  800  to 

1,0Ai  saloS  from1tPe  beacb>  wifch  tbe  Colorado  on  our  port  quarter. 

At  S :  40  a.  in.  let  go  port  anchor. 

allAboak4fereven)agreeable  t0  SigDal  fr°m  flagshil}’  lowered  and  got  out 

At  9:  05  a.  m.  general  signal  to  cease  firing. 

At  12:  10  p.  m.  dinner  at  quarters. 

At  3:05  p.  m.  signal  from  flagship  to  recall  all  boats. 

rudderpostf  ’  m*  t0  g6t  uuderway-  Stem  hawser  got  foul  of  the 

At  4  p.  m.  boats  returned. 

'  V'  m\took  position  on  starboard  quarter  of  the  Colorado 
lort  Fisher  bearing  W.  by  S. ;  Mound  W.  S.  W.,  wind  S  W  and  let  vo 
the  kedge  about  1,500  or  1,600  yards  from  the  fort  ”  g° 

soto  opened  fire.’  “  8°°"  “  the  g™s  bore  U1’0U  Fort  Fisher>  ‘be 
At  5: 30  p.  m.  let  go  port  anchor. 

of  action.  by  &n  °fficer  0TderinS  to  cease  firing  and  drop  out 

TTdfi^n  ini  anCi1l0r’  a\ld  at  6:40  P-  m-  retired,  steaming  out  about  3 
miles  to  the  northward  and  eastward  of  Fort  Fisher. 
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January  15,  1865. 

Fort  Fislier  bearing  S.  W.  by  W.,  3  miles  distant. 

At  3 :  50  a.  m.  called  all  bands. 

At  5  a.  m.  got  underway. 

At  7 : 35  a.  in.  out  all  boats. 

At  7:45  a.  m.  bailed  by  tug  and  ordered  to  send  picks  and  spades 
witli  landing  party. 

At  7:55  a.  m.  beat  to  quarters. 

At  8: 15  a.  m.  signal  from  flagship  to  “remain  where  you  are  (about 
2  miles  from  the  fort)  in  close  order.” 

At  9: 15  a.  m.  signal  from  the  flagship  for  the  Minnesota  alone  to  pro¬ 
ceed  and  take  position. 

At  9:25  a.  m.  hailed  by  an  officer  and  ordered  to  fire  by  divisions, 
and  to  endeavor  to  dismount  the  guns  on  Fort  Fisher. 

At  9:35  a.  m.  Fort  Fisher  bearing  8.  W.  by  W.  £  W.,  distance  about 
1,400  yards,  Mound  S.  W.  ^  W.,  wind  light  to  the  northward  and  west¬ 
ward;  let  go  the  kedge  and  run  out  a  spring  to  the  New  Ironsides. 

At  9:  45  a.  m.  let  go  port  anchor  and  opened  fire  by  divisions  upon 
Fort  Fisher;  saw  men  ascending  the  Mound. 

At  9: 55  a.  m.  general  signal  to  man  and  arm  all  boats. 

At  10  a.  m.  U.  8.  S.  Colorado  passed  on  our  port  bow,  opening  fire  as 
soon  as  she  iiassed  and  took  position. 

At  11  a.  m.  all  boats  with  the  assaulting  party,  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant- Commander  Parker,  left  the  ship. 

At  12:20  p.  m.  dinner  at  quarters. 

At  12:25  p.  m.  signal  from  flagship  to  fire  rapidly. 

At  12:*30  p.  m.  hailed  by  an  officer,  ordering  to  fire  rapidly,  accu¬ 
rately,  and  at  the  fort. 

At  12:40  p.  m.  signal  from  flagship  to  fire  more  deliberately. 

At  1  p.  m.  hailed  by  tug  and  ordered  to  fire  slowly,  and  to  look  out 
for  signal  to  fire  rapidly  again. 

At  1 : 20  p.  m.  hailed  again  and  ordered  to  lire  rapidly. 

At  1 :  30  m.  signal  to  fire  more  rapidly. 

At  2: 15  p.  m.  U.  S.  S.  Brooklyn  carried  away  our  hawser,  causing  the 
ship  to  swing  out  of  range. 

At  2:  35  p.  m.  sent  boat  to  the  New  Ironsides  to  cast  off  our  hawser. 

At  2 :  40  p.  m.  signal  from  the  flagship  to  fire  rapidly. 

At  3  p.  m.  blew  the  steam  whistle,  the  signal  that  the  assault  was 
being  made. 

At  4  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal  to  cease  firing. 

At  6 : 15  p.  m.  hailed  by  tug  and  ordered  to  open  fire  upon  the  low 
ground  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound,  as  the  rebels  were  landing 
troops  there.  Sent  hawser  to  the  Brooklyn  to  spring  ship. 

At  7: 15  p.  in.  opened  fire  and  fired  rapidly. 

At  8  p.  m.  parted  our  hawser  and  ceased  firing. 

At  8:20  p.  m.  hailed  by  an  officer  directing  to  fire  more  to  the  left 
than  before,  the  150-pounder  Parrott  gun  alone  bearing. 

At  9 : 30  p.  m.  made  signal  to  flagship  that  there  was  musketry  firing 
between  the  fort  and  Mound. 

At  10  p.  m.  fort  surrendered.  Blew  whistle  and  fired  rockets  and 
cheered  ship. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Additional  report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  D;.  &  S.  Minnesota,  in  com¬ 
mendation  of  certain  officers  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  very  interesting 
report  from  Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker,  the  executive  officer 
of  this  ship,  who,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  General  Order 
No.  81,  volunteered  to  command  the  assaulting  party;  and  as  I  was  not 
aware  to  whom  it  was  designed  to  give  the  command,  I  consented  to 
the  request  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker.  He  devoted  himself  to 
the  selection  of  the  men  and  the  thorough  organization  of  the  party 
from  this  ship,  and  was  indefatigable  in  having  every  arrangement 
complete  for  the  success  of  your  plans  for  the  assault.  I  need  not 
refer  to  his  course  of  action  after  he  had  landed,  upon  learning  that 
Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  fleet  captain  (his  junior  in  rank),  was  to 
have  the  command  of  the  expedition.  I  think  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker’s  decision  (to  waive  rank)  was  highly  honorable  and  creditable 
to  him. 

Acting  Ensign  James  Birtwistle  and  Acting  Ensign  F.  A.  O’Connor 
have  for  some  months  been  watch  officers  under  my  command.  I  have 
ever  found  them  attentive  to  their  duty  and  perfectly  correct  in  their 
official  and  gentlemanly  deportment;  also  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Joseph 
M.  Simms  is  a  most  worthy  and  correct  young  man.  These  gentlemen 
are,  in  my  opinion,  most  justly  worthy  of  the  high  encomium  bestowed 
upon  them  for  their  gallantry  in  the  sanguinary  assault  upon  the  fort. 

As  it  would  not  have  been  becoming  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker  to  speak  of  himself,  I  have  conversed  with  Acting  Ensigns 
Birtwistle  and  O’Connor  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Parker  during  the  assault.  These  gentlemen  represent 
him  as  most  conspicuous  for  bravery  and  daring.  In  their  opinion  no 
person  could  possibly  have  been  more  so.  He  endeavored  to  rally  and 
urge  on  his  men  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability,  and,  in  short,  they  repre¬ 
sent  his  whole  course  as  most  highly  meritorious. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  am  much  indebted  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  for  his  able  assistance  as  executive 
officer,  finding  him  ever  ready  to  perform  his  whole  duty,  and  this,  too, 
at  a  time  when  he  thought  himself  in  a  humiliating  position,  having  so 
lately  been  deprived  of  a  handsome  command. 

In  view  of  this  most  creditable  record,  I  would  respectfully  request 
that  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  may  have  your  most  favorable  and 
honorable  consideration,  though  I  am  aware  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  bring  these  facts  to  your  notice  to  insure  all  that  he  could  desire. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Butler  and  Lieutenant  Woodward  is  repre¬ 
sented  as  having  been  highly  commendable;  also,  from  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Woodward,  Acting  Ensigns  Birtwistle  and  O’Connor,  and 
their  sad  but  conclusive  testimony  of  finding  so  many  (live  or  six)  dead 
bodies  of  our  crew  within  30  to  50  feet  of  the  stockade,  and  more  than 
20  of  our  wounded  men,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  a  large  number 
of  the  Minnesota  were  well  in  the  advance,  which  is  so  very  much  to 
their  credit,  and  I  trust  may  be  brought  to  your  notice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Second  Division,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

ltear-Admiral  D.  L>.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  II.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  JV.  C.,  January  16 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  officers  and  men  detailed  from  this  ship  in  the  assault 
upon  Fort  Fisher: 

The  party  consisted  of  190  officers,  sailors,  and  firemen,  and  of  51 
marines. 

The  sailors  were  divided  into  four  companies,  to  which  proper 
sergeants  and  corporals  were  assigned.  Very  many  of  the  men  had 
been  in  the  Army;  such  as  had  been  were  armed  with  Sharps  rifles, 
and  the  rest  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers  or  pistols. 

The  first  company  (49  men)  was  commanded  by  Lieutenant  E.  T. 
Woodward. 

Second  company  (47  men),  Acting  Ensign  James  Birtwistle;  third 
company  (47  men),  Acting  Ensign  F.  A.  O’Connor;  fourth  company 
(44  men),  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Joseph  M.  Simms;  the  marines  (50 
men),  Captain  George  Butler, 

Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  jr.,  accompanied  the  party  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded,  and  Sailmaker  Thomas  O.  Fassett  to  remain 
in  charge  of  the  boats. 

The  whole  party,  241  in  all,  was  under  my  command. 

We  left  the  ship  at  1 1  a.  in.,  and  landed  on  the  beach  about  one  mile 
and  a  half  from  Fort  Fisher. 

Upon  landing,  I  found  that  the  whole  assaulting  party  had  been 
placed  by  the  admiral  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  B, 
Breese,  the  fleet  captain.  I  am  his  senior,  but  I  decided  to  act  as  his 
subordinate  on  this  occasion,  and  to  go  with  iny  men. 

The  sailors  were  formed  in  three  divisions,  according  to  the  divisions 
of  the  fleet,  each  division  under  the  command  of  the  senior  officer  from 
that  division.  The  marines  formed  a  separate  division  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  their  senior  officer.  The  men  were  formed  in  column  and 
advanced  up  the  beach  toward  Fort  Fisher  some  distance.  The  enemy 
opened  upon  us  with  shell  and  grape,  and  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
form  in  line.  This  was  done,  the  marines  in  front,  and  then  the  march 
toward  the  fort  was  resumed  by  the  right  flank  of  companies.  Discov 
ering  that  the  beach  offered  some  protection  to  the  force,  the  flank 
march  was  again  resumed,  and  we  went  along  the  beach  close  to  the 
water’s  edge,  until  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fort.  Here  the  men  were 
ordered  to  lie  down  under  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach  to  await  the 
assault  of  the  army.  The  enemy  kept  up  the  fire  with  their  rifles  and 
occasionally  treated  us  to  a  stand  of  grape,  while  the  shells  of  tlie  fleet 
passing  over  us  on  their  way  to  the  fort  made  horrid  music,  and  some 
few,  bursting  prematurely,  scattered  their  fragments  rather  nearer  than 
was  agreeable. 

About  3  o’clock  the  troops  were  observed  moving  to  the  assault,  and 
the  order  was  given  to  the  sailors  and  marines  to  advance. 

This  they  gallantly  and  rapidly  did,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  and  occasional  grape  from  the  enemy,  which  became  very 
hot  as  soon  as  the  fire  from  the  fleet  ceased. 

The  assaulting  column  pressed  forward  until  we  reached  the  palisades 
of  the  fort  at  their  point  of  junction  ivitli  the  beach,  and  a  few  of  the 
officers  and  men  pressed  beyond  them  a  few  yards. 

Here  the  fire  of  the  enemy  became  so  hot  that  the  advance  along  the 
beach  was  checked,  and  the  direction  of  the  advance  was  changed  along 
the  palisades. 
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Many  officers  and  men  had  been  killed,  and  large  numbers  wounded. 
I  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  reach  the  palisade  in  safety,  and  was 
among  those  at  the  iioint  nearest  the  fort.  Quite  a  large  number  (per¬ 
haps  200)  of  officers  and  men  were  congregated  along  the  palisades. 
All  the  officers  from  this  ship,  including  Captain  Butler,  of  the  marines, 
were  there  except  Lieutenant  Woodward,  and  the  latter  was  near  some 
sand  hills  only  a  few  yards  off.  Very  nearly  all  our  sailors  were  there, 
and  some  of  our  marines. 

For  some  cause  or  other,  the  mass  of  the  sailors  and  marines  had 
halted  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  northward  and  laid  down  under 
cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach. 

While  reconnoitering  through  the  palisades,  I  observed  quite  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  enemy  upon  the  parapet  of  the  fort  without  arms  in  their 
hands,  waving  their  hats  to  us  as  if  desirous  to  surrender. 

I  gave  the  order  to  advance,  and  advanced,  followed  by  quite  a  large 
number  of  officers  and  men  to  the  top  of  the  sand  hill,  and  partly 
through  the  breach  there  in  the  palisades.  As  I  did  so  I  turned  to  see 
if  tlieothers  were  following,  and  to  my  surprise  I  saw  that,  seized  with 
a  panic,  the  men  xvere  retreating  on  the  run.  Only  about  60  remained 
with  me.  I  tried,  and  so  did  others,  in  vain  to  rally  them,  and  finding 
that  the  enemy  were  concentrating  their  fire  upon  those  who  remained, 
I  ordered  these  behind  the  palisades  and  went  myself. 

Here  the  party  remained  until  dark,  when  we  came  safely  away, 
bringing  with  us  our  wounded,  our  arms,  and  our  colors. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  gallant  conduct  of  all  the 
officers  and  most  of  the  men  from  this  ship.  It  is  my  belief  that  nearly 
all  the  men  reached  the  palisades.  Of  about  20  to  25  (not  more  than 
the  latter  number)  dead  that  fell  at  that  point,  8  were  sailors  of  the 
Minnesota. 

The  conduct  of  Acting  Ensigns  James  Birtwistle  and  Frederick  A. 
O’Connor,  and  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Joseph  M.  Simms,  was  splen¬ 
didly  gallant.  They  were  all  wounded,  Messrs.  O’Connor  and  Simms 
being  struck  down  at  my  side  on  the  sand  hill  referred  to,  and  Mr.  Birt¬ 
wistle  while  vainly  endeavoring  to  rally  the  men. 

I  earnestly  ask  that  they  all  be  recommend  for  promotion.  The  first 
two  named  hold  their  present  appointments  as  a  reward  for  gallant  con¬ 
duct  xmder  fire.  All  three  richly  merit  such  reward. 

Captain  George  Butler,  of  the  marines,  also  deserves  mention  for 
coolness  and  bravery.  He  reached  and  remained  near  the  palisades  and 
a  short  distance  inside  them. 

Lieutenant  E.  T.  Woodward  behaved  bravely. 

I  regret  to  report  thedeath  of  Assistant  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  jr. 
He  was  always  near  the  front  with  instruments  and  tourniquets,  and 
was  bending  over  a  wounded  and  dying  man  when  he  was  shot  in  the 
head  and  instantly  killed.  Their  bodies  were  found  together  after  the 
battle.  His  bravery  was  conspicuous,  and  he  nobly  discharged  the 
duties  of  his  office. 

The  following-named  of  the  sailors  and  marines  of  this  ship  greatly 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  bravery.  They  deserve  promotion 
and  medals: 

Charles  Mills,  seaman,  charged  up  to  the  palisades  and  remained 
there  when  the  panic  seized  the  men.  At  the  risk  of  his  life  he  remained 
with  and  assisted  Acting  Ensign  O’Connor  (wounded)  from  the  field 
after  dark. 

Thomas  Conner,  ordinary  seaman,  did  the  same,  and,  with  others, 
brought  off  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Simms  (wounded).  The  latter  had 
to  be  carried. 
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David  L.  Bass,  seaman;  Franklin  L.  Wilcox,  ordinary  seaman; 
Thomas  Harcourt,  ordinary  seaman,  and  Gordon  £1.  Barter,  landsman ; 
Corporal  John  Kannahau  and  Privates  John  Shivers  and  Henry  Thomp¬ 
son  all  behaved  bravely.  They  were  the  only  three  marines  that  I 
noticed  at  the  front.  Thompson  got  nearer  the  fort  than  any  one  from 
our  ship  by  a  few  yards.  They  all  remained  there  when  the  panic 
carried  the  mass  away. 

I  regret  to  report  that  Claus  Zerks,  seaman;  George  T.  Price,  ordi¬ 
nary  seaman;  Joseph  Mullen,  landsman;  Andrew  Forman,  landsman; 
John  W.  Shepperd,  landsman;  William  Burke,  private  marine;  Daniel 
O’Neal,  private  marine— 7  in  all— were  killed  in  the  assault;  and  that 
Francis  Foster,  seaman;  William  Johnson,  seaman;  Charles  Freeman, 
seaman;  James  Dillon,  seaman;  Henry  Wallace,  seaman;  John  Cava- 
nagh,  seaman;  Louis  Ginbertier,  seaman;  Joseph  Dove,  ordinary  sea 
man;  George  Blake,  ordinary  seaman ;  John  Haggerty,  landsman ;  John 
Jackson,  landsman;  William  Lonsdale,  landsman ;  Frank  Davis, lands¬ 
man;  John  Klain,  landsman;  Joseph  Simmerman,  private  marine; 
Nathaniel  O’Donnell,  private  marine;  Thomas  O’Leary,  corporal ;  John 
A.  Haskins,  ordinary  seaman;  John  Calhoun,  private  marine;  John 
McKay,  seaman,  and  Edward  O’Brien,  private  marine,  and  William 
Duggan,  private,  were  wounded— 25  in  all.  Total  killed  and  wounded, 
inclusive  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Longshaw,  killed,  Acting  Ensigns  Birt¬ 
wistle  and  O’Connor,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Simms,  wounded,  33. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  say  that  although  unsuccessful,  our  naval 
assault  was  productive  of  much  good,  for  it  kept  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  at  that  angle  of  the  fort  and  proportionately  decreased  the  force 
the  army  had  to  contend  with. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  Minnesota. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  assault  by  naval  forces  upon  Fort 

Fisher. 

U.  S.  Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  January  16, 1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  in  regard  to  the 
assault  made  upon  Fort  Fisher  on  the  15th  instant  by  the  officers,  sail¬ 
ors,  and  marines  of  the  fleet  under  your  command,  who  were  detailed 
for  the  performance  of  that  duty: 

The  sigual  for  lauding  was  made  at  about  10  o’clock  a.  m.;  by  noon 
all  were  landed  and  formed  on  the  beach. 

1  found  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  B.  Breese  representing  you  in  the 
command.  Although  I  am  his  senior,  still,  as  you  had  assigned  him  to 
the  command,  I  at  once  decided  to  act  as  his  subordinate. 

The  sailors  were  formed  in  three  divisions,  according  to  the  divisions 
of  the  fleet.  To  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cushman  was  assigned 
the  command  of  theflrst  division;  the  command  of  the  second  division 
fell  to  me;  that  of  the  third  division  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas 
O.  Selfridge.  The  marines  formed  a  fourth  division,  under  command  of 
Captain  L.  L.  Dawson,  of  the  Colorado. 

After  assembling  the  several  divisions  on  the  beach,  they  were  all 
marched  by  the  flank  to  a  point  about  a  mile  from  Fort  Fisher,  and 
N  w  R— VOL  11 - 32 
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thev  were  formed  in  parallel  lines,  perpendicular  to  the  beach  and  to  the 
fire  of  the  fort;  the  marine  division  in  the  front,  and  the  others  m 

the  order  of  their  numbers.  ,  ,  ,, 

The  men  who  had  been  detailed  for  intrenching  duty  had,  as  soon  as 
landed,  been  sent  forward  under  command  of  Lieutenant  8.  W .  I  reston, 
and,  under  a  brisk  fire  of  grape  and  musketry  from  the  fort,  been  engaged 

in  digging  rifle  pits.  ,  ,  , 

By  the  time  this  last  formation  was  had,  the  enemy  had  opened  upon 
us  with  grape  and  shell,  and  from  this  time  out  we  were  constantly 

under  firG 

After  forming,  the  force  was  marched  to  the  front  by  the  right  flank 
of  companies,  until  near  enough  for  the  enemy  to  open  upon  us  with 
rifles,  when  the  divisions  were  again  marched  by  the  left  flank  along  the 
beach  until  about  half  a  mile  from  the  fort,  where  the  men  were  ordered 
to  lie  down  under  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach  to  await  the  assault  of 


The  force  thus  rested  for  about  half  an  hour,  all  the  time  under  a  fire 
of  musketry  and  occasionally  grape  from  the  fort,  by  which  several  were 
wounded,  and,  I  believe,  one  or  two  killed.  At  the  same  time  the  fleet 
was  firing  over  us  at  the  fort,  and  many  shells  bursting  prematurely 
scattered  their  fragments  in  alarming  proximity. 

I  append  a  plan  showing  the  line  of  march  from  the  time  of  landing. 

At  about  3  o’clock,  the  army  was  observed  moving  to  the  assault,  and 
the  order  was  given  for  the  sailors  and  marines  to  advance,  this  they 
gallantly  did,  cheering  as  they  went  “on  the  run"  (by  the  flank)  along 
the  beach,  and  in  a  short  time  reached  the  point  “A,”  marked  upon  the 
plan,  at  which  the  palisades  of  the  fort  join  the  beach.  As  soon  as 
the  fleet  observed  that  the  assault  had  begun,  the  steam  whistles  were 
sounded,  and  the  firing  at  the  fort  completely  ceased.  Observing  this, 
the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  us  of  musketry  and  grape,  which 
soon  became  very  hot.  A  few  of  the  officers  and  men  pressed  beyond 
the  palisades,  but  the  advance  along  the  beach  was  there  checked,  and 
turned  along  the  palisades  toward  the  fort.  In  the  hurry  of  the  advance, 
the  different  divisions  had  somewhat  intermingled,  and  a  large  number 
of  officers  and  sailors  and  a  few  marines  were  thus  congregated  at  “A,” 
and  almost  every  shot  from  the  enemy  carried  its  message  of  wound  or 
death  to  some  one  of  our  number.  Lieutenants  Preston  and  Porter  and 
Acting  Ensign  Wiley  (of  the  Montgomery)  had  fallen,  dead;  Lieutenants 
Lamson  and  Bache  and  many  other  officers,  both  regulars  and  volun¬ 
teers,  had  been  wounded,  and  many  men  had  been  killed  and  wounded. 

Seeing  the  advance  had  been  checked,  the  rear  also  at  once  halted, 
and  sought  the  cover  of  the  crest  of  the  beach.  Quite  a  large  space  was 
left  between  that  part  of  the  force  congregated  at  “A”  and  the  rest  of 
it.  The  marines,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were  quite  far  down  the  beach. 
I  desire  to  name  Captain  George  Butler  and  Lieutenant  William  Wal¬ 
lace  as  being  at  the  front. 

At  this  time  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese,  who  had  been  all  the 
time  in  the  front  of  the  advance,  endeavored  to  bring  the  rear  forward, 
but  without  avail.  The  officers  and  men  at  the  point  “A”  withstood  for 
a  long  time  the  hot  fire  of  the  enemy,  now  not  more  than  GO  or  70  yards 
off  from  us,  without  being  able  to  return  it. 

I  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  reach  unhurt  the  point  “B,”  marked 
upon  the  plan,  and  at  this  time  (observing  some  rebels  upon  the  para¬ 
pet  of  the  fort  who  were  seemingly  unarmed,  waving  their  hats  to  us, 
and  beckoning  us  forward)  gave  the  order  “Forward,”  and  advanced, 
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followed  by  many  officers,  both  regular  and  volunteer,  and  men,  includ¬ 
ing  a  few  marines.  As  I  did  so,  1  turned  to  see  if  the  rest  of  the  men 
were  following,  and  to  my  intense  surprise  and  mortification  saw  that 
a  panic  had  seized  the  force  and  that  they  were  ingloriously  flying  along 
the  beach  away  from  the  fort.  Some  of  the  officers  (prominent  amongst 
whom  I  observed  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge)  tried  to  rally  them, 
and  their  fellow-men  who  were  near  me  reproached  them  for  their  shame¬ 
ful  conduct,  but  in  vain — all  but  about  GO  lied.  The  enemy  began  to 
cheer,  and  at  once  concentrated  their  whole  fire  upon  the  small  band 
who  had  not  tied.  In  an  instant  four  officers,  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cushman,  Acting  Ensign  Frederick  A.  O’Connor,  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Joseph  M.  Simms,  and  [Arthur  F.J  Aldrich  (of  the  Tuscarora)  were 
wounded,  and  fell  at  my  side.  I  saw  that  any  further  attempt  at 
advance  would,  with  our  small  number,  be  folly,  and  so  ordered  all  who 
were  left  to  seek  the  protection  of  the  angle  (“B”)  of  the  palisades. 
This  we  did,  and  remained  there  until  dark,  all  the  while  exposed  to 
the  enemy,  who  never  failed  to  fire  at  any  one  who  showed  himself. 
After  dark  we  all  came  safely  away,  bringing  our  wounded,  our  colors, 
and  our  arms. 

Five  gallant  fellows,  viz,  Acting  Ensign  George  T.  Davis,  of  the 
I  Vabash,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Aldrich,  of  the  Tuscarora ,  Louis  C. 
Shepard,  sailor,  of  the  Wabash ,  one  man  (name  unknown  to  me),  a 
petty  officer  from  the  Tacony ,  and  Private  of  Marines  Henry  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  the  Minnesota ,  got  a  few  paces  beyond  “  B.”  Mr.  Aldrich  was 
severely  wounded,  and  the  petty  officer  was  killed. 

I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  explain  the  panic  which,  after  they  had  so 
gallantly  charged  up  to  the  enemy’s  works,  and  the  prospect  of  success 
was  so  good,  seized  upon  the  force.  It  was  certaiuly  not  want  of  cour¬ 
age,  for  during  the  long  time  the  column  had  been  under  fire  not  a  man 
had  wavered ;  and  the  advance  to  the  assault  was  as  splendid  as  could 
have  been  made  by  veterans. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Iv.  B.  Breese,  who  commanded  the  assault¬ 
ing  party,  added  to  his  already  well-earned  and  established  reputation 
for  bravery  and  cool  judgment  in  battle.  He  led  the  advance  to  the 
palisades,  and  when  he  saw  the  rear  delaying,  endeavored,  sword  in 
hand,  to  bring  them  forward  to  our  support.  Failing  to  accomplish 
this,  he  returned,  under  a  shower  of  bullets  directed  at  him  alone,  to 
the  sand  hills  at  “C,”  and  when  it  seemed  no  longer  useful  to  remain 
there,  coolly  followed  the  retreated  mass.  How  he  escaped  death  is  a 
marvel  to  me. 

Lieutenant-Commanders  Charles  H.  Cushman  (wounded)  and  Mont¬ 
gomery  Sicard;  Lieutenants  N.  H.  Farquhar,  B.  H.  Lainsou,  Smith  W. 
Nichols,  and  John  B.  Bartlett;  Acting  Master  W.  H.  Maies  (of  the 
Seneca );  Acting  Ensigns  George  T.  Davis  (  Wabash),  James  Birtwistle, 
and  F.  A.  O’Connor  ( Minnesota );  Dayton,  of  the  N evens,  and  an  acting 
ensign  from  the  Gettysburg  (whose  name  Lieutenant  Lamson  will  sup¬ 
ply)  ;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Joseph  M.  Simms  ( Minnesota ),  and  [  Arthur 
F.j  Aldrich  ( Tuscarora ),  both  wounded,  all  behaved  very  gallantly, 
and  did  not  retreat  until  I  ordered  them,  after  dark,  to  do  so.  I  have 
named  them  because  they  are  all  known  to  me.  There  were  others 
there,  equally  brave  and  worthy,  whose  names,  unfortunately,  are  not 
in  my  possession. 

I  have  called  the  attention  of  my  commanding  officer  (Commodore 
Lanman)  to  Acting  Ensigns  Birtwistle  and  O’Connor.  Both  these 
gentlemen  hold  their  present  appointments  as  a  reward  of  gallant  con¬ 
duct  under  tire.  They  are  both  competent,  intelligent,  and  perfectly 
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correct  young  men;  and  they  well  deserve  another  stef)  upward.  I  ear¬ 
nestly  press  them  upon  your  notice. 

Acting  Master’s  Mates  Joseph  M.  Simms  and  [Arthur  F.]  Aldrich  (Tus- 
c  (it  or  a)  are  fine  young  men.  Simms  I  personally  know  to  be  emiuently 
worthy;  of  Aldrich,  Commander  Frailey,  of  the  Tuscarora,  speaks  in 
high  terms.  Both  were  severely  wounded  while  in  the  extreme  front; 
botli  richly  merit  their  promotion. 

I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  in  respect  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Joseph  D.  Dauels,  of  the  Vanderbilt.  He  came  ashore  in 
command  of  the  party  from  his  vessel,  and  was  of  my  division. 
Although  fitter  for  the  sick  bed  of  a  hospital  than  for  the  field,  he  per¬ 
sisted  in  going  to  the  assault.  He  started  with  us,  marched  until  his 
strength  "gave  out  and  his  weak  body  was  unable  to  carry  his  brave 
heart  forward,  when  by  my  orders  he  went  into  the  trench  thrown  up 
by  Lieutenant  Preston’s  party.  It  was  no  fault  of  his  that  he  was  not 
found  in  the  front  of  the  advance  when  the  order  to  charge  came. 

Of  those  gallant  dead  the  country  may  well  be  proud.  They  can 
be  illy  spared,  but  their  names  will  be  treasured  as  an  inspiration  for 
the  future. 

Preston  and  Porter  were  killed  at  the  front,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
William  Lougshaw,  jr.,  after  adding  to  the  reputation  for  bravery 
which  he  gained  under  fire  of  the  batteries  at  Charleston  while  serving 
on  board  the  ironclad  Lehigh,  was  shot  by  the  enemy  as  he  was  binding 
up  the  wounds  of  a  dying  man.  Their  dead  bodies  were  found  lying- 
side  by  side  the  next  morning. 

It  is  painful  to  write  such  a  record,  but  I  feel  compelled  to  state  that 
I  often  saw  the  rebels  deliberately  fire  in  squads  at  the  wounded  who 
were  endeavoring  to  crawl  away. 

I  can  not  close  this  report,  admiral,  without  saying  that,  although 
our  naval  assault  did  not  meet  with  the  success  you  hoped  for,  still  it 
was  of  vast  service  to  the  country.  I  have  conversed,  since  the  fort 
was  taken,  with  many  rebel  officers  and  men  (prisoners),  and  all  are 
unanimous  in  saying  that  a  large  part  of  their  force  was  kept  at  the 
sea  face  to  resist  our  attack.  I  know  that  a  large  force  was  there  to 
resist  us.  It  is  no  detraction  from  the  eminent  skill  and  bravery  dis¬ 
played  by  our  brethern  of  the  Army  to  claim  this  much  credit  for  our 
sailors. 

I  had  hoped  to  send  you  a  complete  list*  of  all  those  who  were  not 
affected  by  the  panic  and  remained  at  u  B.”  One  was  taken,  but  I  am 
not  able  now  to  learn  who  has  it.  It  will  doubtless  be  found,  and  I 
shall  forward  it  whenever  it  is  found. 

I  congratulate  you,  sir,  upon  the  great  victory  which  the  fleet  under 
your  command  has,  in  conjunction  with  the  Army,  so  gloriously  won, 
and  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


See  p.  514. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commending  certain  officers  for 

gallantry. 

U.  S.  S.  Maumee, 

James  River ,  Virginia ,  March  10,  1865. 

Admiral:  In  my  report  dated  January  16,  1865,  I  made  mention  of 
a  list  of  officers  and  men  wlio  bad  not  fled.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  the 
list  has  not.  been  found ;  but  several  names  have  been  brought  to  my 
knowledge  of  officers  who  distinguished  themselves  on  that  occasion 
and  who,  in  the  hurry  of  making  the  reports,  were  not  mentioned. 

Acting  Ensign  (regular)  R.  D.  Evans  was  wounded  in  the  leg  just, 
after  reaching  the  end  of  the  palisade.  He  bound  up  the  wound  with 
his  handkerchief,  and  then  pressed  on  until  he  fell  with  a  second  wound 
in  the  kneejoint.  From  all  I  can  learn  his  bravery  and  determination 
to  enter  the  fort  were  equaled  by  few  and  excelled  by  none.  He  now 
lies  in  a  critical  state  at  the  naval  hospital,  Norfolk. 

Acting  Ensign  John  F.  Merry,  of  the  Osceola ,  was  also  wounded, 
and  like  Acting  Ensign  Evans  pressed  on  until  a  second  wound  pre¬ 
vented  him  from  making  further  progress. 

Acting  Ensign  Perry,  of  the  Colorado,  also  behaved  gallantly,  as 
did  Acting  Master’s  Mate  James  G.  Paine,  of  the  Mohican. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  may  be  forwarded  to  the 
Department  as  a  supplement  to  my  report  of  January  16,  and  am. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 

Lieu  tenant -  Comm  under. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  report  of  ammunition 

expended. 

H.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  report  of  the  gunner  of  the  ammunition  expended  on 
board  this  vessel  during  the  action  of  the  13th  and  15th  instant.  There 
is  nothing  to  report  in  the  other  departments. 

So  far  as  I  observed,  every  officer  and  man  did  his  utmost  to  bring 
about  the  glorious  victory  that  has  been  achieved. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  happy  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  “Wilmington  expedition.” 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Parker, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  Minnesota. 

[Enclosure.] 

Report  of  ammunition  expended  on  board  of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Minne¬ 
sota  on  the  13th  and  15th  instant  at  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher, 
viz: 


Xl-inch  charges,  15  pounds .  70 

IX-inch  charges,  10  pounds .  1,  495 
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150-pouud.er  charges,  10  pounds 
150-pounder  charges,  12  pounds 


Total  pounds  of  powder 


Xl-inch  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed - 

IX-inch  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed - 

150-pounder  shell,  loaded  and  fuzed 

Total  number  of  shots . - .  —  - . *  -  -  -  -  b  651 

Very  respectfully  submitted,  January  10, 1865. 

Robert  H.  Cross, 

Gunner. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Frigate  Minnesota. 


70 

1,495 

89 


49 

40 


17, 264 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  a  corrected  list  of  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Minnesota. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

At  Sea ,  January  19 ,  1S65. 

Admiral  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  herewith  forward  a  correct  list  of 
casualties  during  the  recent  engagement  with  Fort  F  isher.  ihere  were 
some  unavoidable  errors  in  my  last.  I  believe  this  to  be  correct.  Ihe 
following  are  the  corrections  made  in  the  list  of  January  10 : 

Edwin  Bowman,  seaman,  reported  killed,  not  dead. 

Henry  T.  Ogier  (seaman),  Charles  Divers  (seaman),  and  Claus  Zerks 

(seaman),  not  reported,  were  killed. 

William  Duggan  (marine),  Nathaniel  O’Donnell  (marine),  and  John 

Calhoun  (marine),  not  reported,  were  wounded. 

John  Williams,  4th  (seaman),  and  Charles  H.  ihomas  (colored  sea¬ 
man),  not  reported,  are  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosure.] 

KILLED. 


Name. 

Kate. 

Remarks. 

Assistant  surgeon . 

In  action. 

Do. 

. do . 

In  explosion. 

. do . 

Do. 

Do. 

Captain  forecastle . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Do. 

Do. 

. do  . 

In  action. 

. do . 

In  explosion. 

In  action. 

. do . 

Do. 

. do . 

Do. 

_ do . 

In  explosion. 

In  action. 

_ do . 

Do. 

. 8 

Total  in  action .  . " 

Total  in  explosion . 
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WOUNDED. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Fred.  A.  O’Connor . 

Josepli  M.  Simms . . 

Charles  Freeman . 

Francis  Foster . 

John  K. Cavanagh . 

Henry  W allace . 

William  Johnson . 

Lewis  Ginbertier . 

James  Dillon . 

John  McKay . 

Joseph  Dool . 

George  Blake . 

John  L.  Hawkins . . 

John  Jackson . 

Frank  Davies . 

William  Lonsdale . 

_ do . 

John  Klain . 

John  Haggerty . 

Daniel  O’Kane . 

Thomas  O'Leary . 

Joseph  Simmerman . 

John  Calhoun . 

Edward  O’Brien . 

William  Duggan . 

Nathaniel  O’Donnell . 

1 

Kemarks. 


In 


action. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

explosion. 

action. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Total  wounded  in  action .  25 

Total  wounded  in  explosion . 1 


MISSING. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

John  Williams,  4tli . 

^Nothing  known  definitely 
S  in  regard  to  these  men.' 

Charles  H.  Thomas  (colored) . 

Total  missing 


RECAPITULATION. 

Total  killed . 

Total  wounded . 

Total  missing . 

Total . 


15 

26 

2 

43 


William  S.  Fort, 

Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  captured  papers. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  G.,  January  16,  1865. 

Admiral  :  Upon  the  return  of  our  men  this  afternoon  from  the  attack 
upon  Fort  Fisher,  John  Shivers,  a  private  of  marines,  brought  on  board 
several  papers  that  may  interest  you,  especially  that  of  January  8,  (>:  30 
p.  m.,  from  Colonel  [William]  Lamb  to  Maior  [James  H.j  Hill,  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  submarine  bombproofs. 

The  other  papers  may  be  of  some  interest  as  showing  the  state  of 
affairs  m  the  fort  a  few  days  previous;  also  a  book  upon  fortifications. 
.  manne  states  that  he  found  these  papers  in  the  wreck  of  a  build¬ 
ing  within  the  fort,  which  he  supposed  to  have  been  the  quarters  of  an 
oihcer. 
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It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  eight  or  ten  of  our  men  are  still  absent 
from  the  ship  unaccounted  for,  of  whom  I  believe  two  were  killed. 

Conceiving  this  may  be  of  some  importance,  1  dispatch  a  boat  imme¬ 
diately. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  Second  Div.,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 

Fort  Fisher,  January  8,  [1865] — 4 : 15  p.  m. 

Major  Hill:  Buoys  have  been  removed.  Not  enough  timber  has 
been  sent  to  complete  one  gallery.  If  I  had  some  12  by  12  timber  and 
3-inch  plank,  I  could  mount  the  four  guns  you  desire  around  the  Mound. 
I  need  negroes.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  repair  earthworks.  I  am 
ready  to  repel  Admiral  Porter,  but  if  you  give  me  500  negroes  and 
enough  timber  to  mouut  guns,  I  will  make  him  leave  some  of  his  vessels 
behind. 

Colonel  Lamb. 


Fort  Fisher,  January  8  [1865] — 6:30  p.  m. 

Major  Hill  :  I  think  if  General  Whiting  would  ask  Governor  Vance 
to  let  me  have  500  negroes  for  two  weeks,  to  bring  their  own  provisions 
and  tools,  march  down  by  land,  and  return  exactly  at  that  time,  that  he 
would  send  them.  In  that  time  I  could  enclose  Mound,  throw  up  cur¬ 
tain  from  there  to  Battery  Hedrick,  enclose  submarine  bombproof,  finish 
columbiad  battery,  mend  palisades,  and  traverse  land  guns.  The  200 
feeble  and  wornout  negroes  1  have  can  not  do  much  work,  and  my 
soldiers  are  fully  employed  in  moving  guns  and  ammunition  and  fixing 
quarters. 

Colonel  Lamb. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  transmitting 

reports  of  surgeon  and  warrant  officers. 

U.  S.  Steam  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C .,  January  14,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of 
the  operations  of  this  ship  on  the  13th  instant: 

At  4  a.  in.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  got  underway  from  our  anchorage 
near  Wilmington  and  steamed  toward  the  forts  in  line  of  battle,  the 
Minnesota  ahead.  At  8  a.  m.  anchored  within  easy  range  of  the  coast 
in  6£  fathoms,  forts  about  5  miles  distant,  bearing  N.  L.  by  N.  [sicl,  to 
cover  the  landing  of  troops,  and  sent  five  boats  to  assist  in  landing 
them  from  the  transports.  Commenced  shelling  the  woods  skirting  the 
coast.  At  8:55  ceased  firing  in  obedience  to  your  signal.  At  11: 10 
the  third  line  of  gunboats  steamed  alongshore,  shelling  the  woods, 
whilst  the  troops  were  being  landed  rapidly.  At  3  p.  m.  recalled  boats 
in  obedience  to  your  signal.  At  3:15  got  underway,  all  the  troops 
having  been  successfully  landed.  At  3:45  proceeded  to  attack  the 
forts  without  regard  to  the  Minnesota,  in  accordance  to  your  signal,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  rest  of  the  line.  At  4 :  40  opened  fire  upon  the  forts  with 
stream  hawser  fast  to  the  New  Ironsides,  and  continued  the  action 
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briskly  in  easy  range  until  5:50  p.  m.,  when,  by  your ’order,  we  ceased 
firing  and  retired  from  action  (it  being  then  too  dark  to  discern  objects 
on  shore).  At  7  p.  m.  anchored  in  8  fathoms.  Fort  Fisher  bearing 
W.  S.  W.,  distant  3  miles. 

My  casualties  were  1  killed  (Robert  Little,  seaman),  1  severely 
wounded,  1  wounded.  Hulled  six  times  by  the  forts.  One  150-pound 
solid  shot  through  berth  deck;  one  solid  shot  through  gun  deck,  cut¬ 
ting  through  side;  one  solid  shot  through  port  side  above  water  line, 
and  lodging  in  a  beam  end,  where  it  remains;  two  solid  shot  striking 
sheet  chain  and  cutting  it  through.  The  enemy’s  shell  exploded  over 
the  hull  of  this  ship,  but  without  serious  injury.  I  forward  herewith 
reports  of  Surgeon  James  McClelland  and  of  the  warrant  officers. 

I  am  much  gratified  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  report  that  the  officers 
and  crew  of  this  ship  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry.  I  have  to  com¬ 
mend  to  your  notice  especially  Lieutenant  M.  L.  Johnson,  who,  in  the 
midst  of  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  with  a  boat’s  crew  of  volunteers, 
carried  a  hawser  from  this  ship  to  the  New  Ironsides ,  in  order  to  enable 
us  to  bring  all  the  guns  to  bear  from  the  port  battery,  and  was  for  more 
than  half  an  hour  a  target  for  the  forts,  which  they  availed  themselves 
of,  but  fortunately  without  success.  I  can  not  omit  the  opportunity  to 
speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  Acting  Ensign  W.  G.  Perry,  who,  when 
the  action  commenced,  had  just  returned  to  the  ship  after  having  been 
absent  all  day  with  the  boats  in  landing  troops,  and  although  drenched 
to  the  skin  and  worn  out  with  fatigue,  went  immediately  to  the  second 
division,  which  he  commanded,  and  fought  his  guns  splendidly  through 
the  action.  In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Perry  is  in  all  respects  worthy  of 
an  additional  grade. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commodore ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  1).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  13,  1865. 
Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties,  which 
occurred  on  this  ship  in  the  engagement  of  to-day: 

Robert  Little  (seaman),  killed. 

Hanson  F.  Carver  (ordinary  seaman),  severely  wounded. 

James  Foster  (seaman),  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  McClelland, 
Surgeon ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  Colorado ,  Comdg.  First  Div.  N.  Atlantic  Squadron. 


U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  14,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  damage 
sustained  by  the  hull  of  this  ship  in  the  action  of  the  loth  instant: 

One  solid  shot  between  Nos.  12  and  13  guns,  5  feet  from  water  line, 
doing  much  damage. 
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One  shot  between  Nos.  10  and  11  guns  at  the  water  line;  damage 
slight. 

One  shot  forward  of  starboard  gangway  at  the  water  line;  damage 
slight. 

One  shot  between  Nos.  7  and  8  guns,  5  feet  from  water  line. 

One  shot  at  No.  5  gun,  coming  through  the  forward  part  of  gun-deck 
battery,  and  with  much  damage. 

Oue  shot  between  Nos.  3  and  4  guns,  coming  through  on  berth  deck, 
2  feet  from  water  line,  doing  much  damage. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  Myers, 
Carpenter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Colorado. 


U.  S.  S,  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  14,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  the  following  damage  done  to  battery  and 
the  amount  of  ammunition  expended  January  13,  1805: 

Bracket  of  carriage  No.  5  (port)  struck  by  shot,  damaging  it  slightly. 

One  revolver  stock  knocked  off  and  otherwise  badly  damaged.  Oue 
belt  cut  in  two.  The  above  revolver  and  belt  worn  by  a  man  killed  in 
action. 

Expended  756  charges  powder,  IX-inch,  10  pounds;  30  charges  pow¬ 
der,  Xl-inch,  15  pounds;  750  shells,  IX-inch,  10-second  fuze;  30  shells, 
Xl-inch,  10-second  fuze. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  Wilson, 

Gunner. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Colorado,  giving  list  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  from  the  assaulting  party  from  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Off  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing  from  this  ship  of  the  assaulting  party  on  Fort 
Fisher  on  the  15th  instant,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  at  this  moment: 

Killed. — Frederick  S.  Hayford,  ordinary  seaman;  George  H.  Winsor, 
landsman. 

Wounded. — Joseph  W.  Clous,  seaman,  seriously;  Robert  A.  Board- 
man,  landsman,  doubtful ;  Arthur  Doyle,  seaman,  seriously ;  George  Tay¬ 
lor,  ordinary  seaman,  slight;  Daniel  Kelly,  sergeant  marines,  slight; 
John  McLeod,  ordinary  seaman, flesh  wound;  William  Butler,  seamau, 
slight;  Alexander  Shean,  seaman,  slight;  W.  L.  Laird, landsman,  slight; 
John  Varley,  landsman,  slight;  David  Vose,  landsman,  slight. 

Missing.— Samuel  Hay,  ordinary  seaman;  George  Watson,  seaman; 
John  D.  Hoffman,  ordinary  seaman;  Thomas  McCollough,  seaman; 
Bethel  B.  Bickford,  landsman;  William  White,  seaman ;  Joseph  White, 
ordinary  seaman;  George  A.  Merithew,  seaman;  John  Wilson,  3d, 
landsman. 
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Absent ,  supposed  to  be  on  shore. — Andrew  Munri,  private  marine; 
William  Thomas,  private  marine;  Patrick  Caine,  private  marine; 
Andrew  Perry,  ordinary  seaman;  Peter  Reed,  ordinary  seaman. 
Seriously  wounded. — F.  F.  Banry,  acting  volunteer  lieutenant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commodore ,  Comdy.  First  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Robeson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Colorado. 


IT.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

Hamptoyi  Roads,  Virginia,  January  20,  1865. 

Commodore  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  this  day,  I  have  the 
honor  to  present  to  you  the  following  report  in  relation  to  the  storming 
party  from  this  ship,  under  my  command,  at  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher 
on  the  15th  instant  by  the  sailors  and  marines  of  the  squadron: 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  landed  in  charge  of  130  men  from  this 
ship,  together  with  the  marine  guard.  After  landing  and  forming  the 
men,  I  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  who  assigned  my 
command  to  the  first  division,  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman  com¬ 
manding,  by  whose  orders  I  detached  a  squad  of  12  men  with  shovels 
to  report  to  Lieutenant  Preston,  to  assist  in  throwing  up  intrenchments. 

The  assaulting  party  then  marched  up  the  beach  by  the  flank,  and 
after  reaching  a  point  nearly  abreast  the  sea  face  of  the  fort  were 
ordered  to  take  cover  under  a  ridge  of  sand  to  await  the  assault.  The 
final  assault  being  ordered,  the  whole  force  advanced  by  the  run  up 
the  sea  face  of  the  work,  the  enemy  pouring  in  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry, 
with  an  occasional  discharge  of  grape  and  canister,  the  marines,  who 
were  alone  armed  with  muskets,  and  were  to  form  a  covering  party, 
returning  the  fire  but  feebly.  The  men  broke  in  spite  of  all  my  attempts 
to  rally  them,  and  rushed  down  to  the  beach  in  disorder. 

By  great  exertions  I  succeeded  in  rallying  a  portion  of  my  command, 
and,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushing,  took  charge  of  the 
intrenchments.  At  dark,  by  order  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  1 
took  my  command  up  the  beach  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  work  in 
front  of  the  rebel  General  Hoke’s  division.  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  F.  F.  Baury  and  Acting  Ensign  W.  G.  Perry  behaved  gallantly 
during  the  assault,  and  greatly  assisted  me  in  carrying  out  my  orders. 

I  regret  to  report  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Baury  severely 
wounded  in  the  hip  during  the  assault. 

Assistant  Surgeon  B.  H.  Kidder,  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  the  hos¬ 
pital,  rendered  every  assistance  to  the  wounded.  Assistant  Sur°'eon 
Kidder  reports  the  following  casualties:  Three  killed,  15  wounded 
I  would  also  report  S  missing;  making  a  total  loss  of  26. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


Commodore  II.  K.  Thatcher, 
Commanding  First  Division 


H.  B.  Robeson, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Thatcher,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Colorado,  commending  certain 

officers  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 
Hampton  Roads,  January  23,  1865. 

My  Dear  Sir:  1  liave  just  received  a  telegram  to  proceed  to  Yew 
York,  and  only  tlie  clearing  up  of  a  dense  fog  delays,  but  before  leav¬ 
ing  your  command  I  beg  leave  to  speak  in  the  highest  possible  terms 
of  four  young  officers  in  this  vessel  who  really  deserve  well  of  the 
country.  They  served  directly  under  my  eye  in  the  late  engagements, 
and  I  merely  speak  what  I  know  from  my  own  observation.  They  are 
as  follows-  Mr.  J.  L.  Yennard  and  Willis  G.  Perry  (the latter  served  as 
third  in  command  of  my  landing  party);  they  are  both  acting  ensigns, 
and  richly  deserve  to  be  made  masters.  Besides  they  are  both  gentle¬ 
men,  sailors,  and  navigators.  Each  of  them  commanded  a  main-deck 
division  and  fought  it  bravely  and  skillfully. 

The  two  other  cases  which  I  desire  and  beg  to  bring  to  your  notice 
particularly  are  those  of  Adrian  Phillipps,  my  clerk,  and  |  Walter  F.J 
Birge,  the  paymaster’s  clerk.  The  first-named  stood  by  my  side  during 
the  entire  five  days’  work  upon  Fisher,  carefully  noting  all  the  incidents 
of  the  action,  but  was  of  great  service  as  my  aid,  and  displayed  the 
coolness  of  a  veteran.  The  other  young  gentleman,  Mr.  Birge,  although 
directed  by  the  paymaster  to  look  after  his  property  in  the  cockpit, 
was  allowed,  at  his  own  earnest  solicitation,  to  serve  in  the  powder 
division,  and  there  worked  as  a  powder  passer  with  great  zeal  and  effi¬ 
ciency  through  all  the  fighting.  These  are  both  young  gentlemen  of 
education  and  good  family,  and  it  strikes  me  are  far  more  worthy  of 
assistant  paymasterships  than  the  crowd  of  shopkeepers’  boys  who  are 
daily  being  appointed  to  that  office,  and  I  trust  that  the  Department 
will  so  view  it,  and  give  them  what  they  deserve  and  desire. 

Another  case  I  desire  to  mention  of  individual  merit,  that  of  Acting 
Third  Assistant  Engineer  O.  C.  Fernald,  who,  although  ill  and  under 
medical  treatment,  volunteered  to  tend  the  engine  bell,  was  active  in 
passing  orders,  and  on  the  last  day,  when  we  were  shorthanded,  acted 
as  a  spar-deck  powder  boy,  and  made  himself  in  many  ways  very  use¬ 
ful.  This  is  his  second  cruise  in  the  service,  his  first  as  a  seaman.  I 
hope  the  Department  may  advance  him  a  step,  for  he  deserves  it. 

My  short  and  delightful  service  in  your  squadron,  associated  as  I 
have  been  with  noble  souls,  has  endeared  them  every  one  to  me,  and  I 
leave  with  a  sad  heart,  but  .shall  ever  look  back  to  it  as  one  of  the 
brightest  spots  in  my  naval  career.  And  you,  my  dear  admiral,  have 
won  the  universal  love  and  esteem  of  us  all,  which  we  shall  cherish  to 
the  last  hour  of  life. 

Most  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

H.  K.  Thatcher. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  S.  Frigate  Wabash, 

Off  Fort  Fislier ,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the  bombardment  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher 
during  the  past  three  days: 

On  the  13th  instant  got  underway  at  5  a.  m.  in  obedience  to  signal 
and  stood  in  with  the  fleet  toward  the  land.  At  8:15,  being  abreast  of 
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tlie  Half  Moon  battery  and  near  the  army  transports*  sent  all  boats  to 
assist  in  landing  troops,  in  compliance  with  Special  Order  No.  10.  At 
8:55,  anchored  with  hedge  astern  in  a  situation  to  shell  the  woods. 
At  3:30  p.  m.  got  underway  in  obedience  to  signal,  took  station  in  line 
and  moved  toward  Fort  Fisher,  abreast  of  which  the  ship  was  anchored 
at  5  p.  m.  with  bow  and  stern  anchor,  and  opened  Are  with  starboard 
battery  on  the  fort,  which  was  continued  with  good  effect  until  0  p.  m., 
when,  "in  obedience  to  orders,  withdrew  from  action  for  the  night. 

At  5  a.  m.  of  the  15th  got  underway,  in  obedience  to  orders,  and 
stood  in  with  the  fleet  toward  Fort  Fisher  iu  line  of  battle.  At  10: 15 
a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  general  signal,  the  storming  party  detailed  under 
General  Order  No.  81  left  the  vessel  in  six  boats,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cushman  (who  volunteered  for  the  serv¬ 
ice),  to  report  to  the  flagship,  the  force  consisting  of  5  officers,  136  sail¬ 
ors,  and  42  marines;  the  vessel  keeping  on  her  way  while  the  boats 
were  being  manned.  At  10:45  a.  m.  anchored  with  bow  and  stern 
anchor  in  prescribed  position,  and  opened  a  deliberate  fire  upon  the 
enemy’s  works  from  one  division  of  the  starboard  battery.  At  2  p.  m., 
in  obedience  to  orders,  commenced  firing  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  cover 
our  advance  of  storming  party  toward  the  fort.  At  2 :  45,  the  storming 
party  being  in  close  proximity  to  the  fort,  the  firing  was  discontinued 
in  obedience  to  preconcerted  signal.  At  6:30  again  opened  fire  in 
obedience  to  orders,  shelling  in  the  direction  of  the  rebel  works  between 
the  fort  and  the  Mound  battery  to  prevent  the  enemy’s  reinforcements 
from  landing.  At  9:  30  ceased  firing,  information  being  received  that 
the  fort  had  surrendered.  The  return  of  ammunition  has  been  already 
forwarded,  and  although  it  exhibits  a  large  expenditure,  it  is  to  be 
believed  that  it  was  an  effective  one.  A  partial  list  of  casualties  has 
been  forwarded,  and  as  soon  as  the  stragglers  from  the  storming  party 
can  be  gathered,  a  complete  list  will  be  rendered.  The  report  of  dam¬ 
ages  sustained  in  the  carpenter’s  and  boatswain’s  department  has  been 
sent  in,  and  1  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Cushman  of  the  composition  and  operations  of  the  storming  party  from 
this  vessel  and  the  list  of  casualties  consequent  upon  that  attack.  In 
conclusion,  I  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  men  under  my  command  (although  as  a  ship’s  company  their 
organization  has  been  very  recent  and  under  unfavorable  opportunities 
for  drill).  They  have  exhibited  a  patient  endurance  and  perfect  stead¬ 
iness  that  would  not  have  done  discredit  to  a  much  older  and  more 
thoroughly  drilled  crew. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Melancton  Smith, 

Captain. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  as  follows  concerning  the  detail  of  officers  and 
men  from  this  ship,  under  General  Order  No.  81,  and  their  operations: 

The  detail  was  composed  of  Lieutenant-Commander  C.  H.  Cushman, 
Acting  Ensign  Davis,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Thorburn,  and  138  men  ; 
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Lieutenant  Fagan  and  42  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates  of  the 
marines;  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Tinkham  and  3  nurses.  Total,  5 
officers  and  1S3  men. 

At  10:15  a.  m.  of  the  15th  instant,  in  obedience  to  orders,  I  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  my  command  to  the  shore,  landed,  and  reported  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Breese,  fleet  captain. 

To  me  was  assigned  the  command  of  the  first  column  of  the  storming 
party  from  the  fleet,  and  the  detail  from  this  ship’s  crew,  now  under 
Ensign  Davis,  reported  to  me  and  were  assigned  to  the  left  of  that 
column.  This  gave  them  the  advance  in  the  flank  movement  along  the 
beach  toward  the  fort. 

Lieutenant  Fagan  and  the  marines  were  assigned  to  the  marine  com¬ 
mand,  and  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Tinkham  to  the  charge  of  the 
hospital  arrangements  for  the  party. 

At  2 : 45  p.  m.,  after  an  advance  of  half  a  mile  under  a  heavy  lire,  we 
attempted  to  gain  the  fort.  The  men  advanced  excellently  to  the  stock¬ 
ade,  although  numbers  of  them  fell;  but  here  a  momentary  check 
occurred,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  breach  in  the  stockade,  which 
was  fatal.  The  enemy  increased  his  fire,  and  unable  to  return  or  stand 
up  to  it,  the  column  finally  gave  way  and  retreated  in  a  body  to  the 
starting  point,  utterly  refusing  to  be  rallied.  The  fleet  captain,  a  large 
number  of  officers,  and  some  men  from  different  vessels  were  left  abreast 
the  stockade  under  the  lire  of  the  enemy.  Among  these  were  Ensign 
Davis  and  3  men  from  this  vessel,  who  had  succeeded  in  reaching  quite 
to  the  ditch  of  the  fort,  unable  to  advance  or  retreat.  We  sought  the 
protection  of  the  stockade  and  remained  until  dusk. 

I  then  joined  tbe  fleet  captain,  and,  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  assisted 
in  garrisoning  Half  Moon  battery  for  the  night  with  such  of  my  men 
as  could  be  collected,  about  40  in  all.  This  morning  was  spent  in  col¬ 
lecting  the  men  and  getting  them  on  board,  and  a  list  of  casualties  is 
being  made  up  as  fast  as  possible.  At  present  it  may  be  estimated  as 
follows : 

Present,  total,  144  men  and  marines,  5  officers;  absent,  34  men  and 
marines,  of  whom  there  are  wounded,  14  men  and  marines;  killed,  4 
men  and  marines;  missing,  10  men. 

It  is  painful  to  record  our  want  of  success  in  reaching  the  fort,  but 
when  all  things  are  considered,  and  the  lire  which  was  at  any  rate 
diverted  from  the  army  is  estimated,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  at  least  did 
not  utterly  fail. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Cushman, 

Lieutenant- Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Wabash. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  assault  by  naval  forces  upon 

Fort  Fisher. 

U.  S.  S.  "W  abash,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  orders  I  submit  to  you,  as  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  storming  party  organized  under  General  Order  No.  81, 
the  following  report: 

At  10  a.  m.,  of  the  15th  instant,  having  landed  in  command  of  a 
detail  from  this  ship,  consisting  of  5  officers  and  186  men,  and  reported 
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to  you,  I  was  assigned  by  you  to  the  command  of  vtfle  first  column  of 
the  storming-  party.  I  turned  the  command  of  the  detail  from  this  ship 
over  to  Acting  Ensign  G.  T.  Davis,  and  on  the  reporting  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  F.  B.  Blake,  of  the  Susquehanna ,  with  the  detail  from  that 
ship,  I  appointed  him  second  in  command  of  this  column.  Other  details 
soon  reported  from  the  Colorado,  Tferem,  Vanderbilt,  Ticonderoga ,  and 
several  other  ships,  and  the  column,  now  consisting  of  430  men  and 
20  officers,  was  organized  into  four  companies  and  posted  in  line,  with 
the  left  resting  toward  and  about  li  miles  from  Fort  Fisher,  near  Flag 
Pond  battery.  Right,  or  first  company,  Lieutenant  Robeson,  of  the 
Colorado ,  commanding;  second  company,  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  of  the 
Susquehanna,  commanding;  third  company,  Acting  Ensign  Coffin,  of 
the  Ticonderoga,  commanding;  left,  or  fourth  company,  Acting  Ensign 
Davis,  of  the  Wabash. 

1  regret  not  being  able  to  give  the  names  of  the  other  ships  whose 
details  were  in  the  column,  but  the  list  is  in  the  possession  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Blake,  and  will  be  sent  as  soon  as  obtained  from 
him.  In  the  position  now  occupied,  finding  that  the  enemy’s  shell 
reached  us,  and  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Lieutenant-Commander 
Parker  (senior  during  your  absence  conferring  with  the  general  com¬ 
manding  the  army),  swung  round  with  the  front  toward  Fort  Fisher. 
On  your  return,  chauged  again  to  the  former  position,  and  moved  from 
time  to  time  by  the  left  fiank,  until  we  arrived,  about  1:  45  p.  in.,  at  a 
point  op  the  beach  about  800  yards  from  the  fort,  where  we  halted  to 
await  the  order  for  the  final  advance,  and  caused  the  men  to  lie  down, 
in  order  to  protect  them  by  the  rise  of  the  beach  from  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  which  began  to  be  of  some  importance.  We  were  considerably 
annoyed  here,  also,  by  premature  explosions  and  short  ranges  of  shells 
from  some  of  our  own  vessels,  making  the  position  rather  a  trying  one. 
From  this  point  we  were  to  make  the  assault  as  follows:  At  a  signal 
to  be  given  by  yourself,  the  columns  were  to  rise,  double-quick  in  close 
order  by  the  left  flank;  pass  as  far  as  possible  the  line  of  the  stockade, 
which  extended  from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  fort  to  high-water 
mark ;  then  move  by  the  front  toward  the  sea  face  of  the  fort,  and  charge 
it  with  a  rush,  it  being  understood  that  such  of  the  column  as  did  not 
pass  the  stockade  were  to  operate  against  the  northeast  corner,  and  so 
much  of  the  northwest  face  as  the  line  covered.  At  2 : 45  p.  m.  received 
the  signal  from  you  to  advance.  The  columns  rose  and  started  on  the 
double-quick  in  good  order,  though  a  little  open.  They  soon  closed  up, 
however,  and  although  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  severe  at  the  very 
start,  they  moved  on  with  great  steadiness  under  it.  Everything 
seemed  to  be  going  on  finely,  when  suddenly  and  for  some  reason  still 
unknown,  the  left,  or  head  of  the  column,  instead  of  passing  the  stock¬ 
ade,  turned  up  by  a  “file  right”,  along  it,  and  into  its  first  angle,  and 
were  here  checked.  I  hurried  to  this  point  at  once  to  ascertain  the 
cause  and  the  remedy.  I  met  here  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake  (my 
second  in  command),  Lieutenant-Commander  Parker,  Lieutenant  Com 
mander  Sicard,  Lieutenants  Farquhar,  Nichols,  and  Bartlett,  and  sev¬ 
eral  others,  all  endeavoring  to  remedy  the  mistake.  You  were  pointed 
out  to  me  near  by,  but  it  was  impossible  to  reach  you  through  the 
crowded  mass  of  men,  and  there  was  besides  not  a  moment  to  lose. 
The  check  at  the  angle  ot  the  stockade  had  caused  a  massing  of  the 
centers  of  the  columns  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  the  men 
who  had  advanced  so  gallantly  for  a  half  mile  under  the  same  fire  began 
to  waver.  This  is  easily  accounted  for  when  it  is  remembered  that  they 
were  armed  with  revolvers  and  cutlasses  only,  and  could  not  return  the 
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fire  at  that  distance.  It  was  a  hazardous  experiment  to  attempt  to 
force  the  columns  by  the  hank  through  the  very  narrow  opening  in  the 
stockade  which  occurred  here,  but  there  seemed  no  alternative,  and 
Lieutenant-Commander  Parker  being  senior,  gave  the  order.  Trying  as 
was  the  position,  the  men  at  the  head  of  the  column  obeyed  the  order  in¬ 
stantly,  and  followed  the  officers  to  the  rise  at  the  opening;  but  scarcely 
had  this  point  been  reached,  when  a  shout  from  those  next  behind  us 
indicated  that  the  rear  had  given  way.  By  the  time  one  could  turn 
aud  look,  the  whole  body  were  in  rapid  retreat  up  the  beach,  and  the 
utmost  exertions  of  the  officers  failed  to  rally  them.  Those  Avho  were 
left,  a  list  of  whom  I  enclose,  finding  it  impossible  to  advance  or  retreat, 
sought  the  shelter  of  the  stockade  and  of  the  mounds  near  by.  Five 
others,  Avhose  names  are  also  on  the  list,  who  had  entered  through  the 
stockade  or  passed  to  the  next  angle,  shortly  joined  us,  and  several 
whose  names  are  not  on  the  list,  were  with  you  at  the  small  mound  near 
by.  Here  my  report  of  the  column  closes.  The  officers  had  done  their 
duty  Avell  in  leading  the  men,  the  men  had  folkmed  well  so  long  as  they 
could  keep  on,  but  when  brought  to  a  standstill  under  such  a  fire  for 
the  first  time,  and  newly  organized,  it  seems  only  surprising  that  they 
stood  at  all.  Could  Ave  have  kept  on  according  to  plan,  it  is  not  improb¬ 
able  that  we  could  have  entered  the  fort;  we  could  at  any  rate  have 
made  a  severe  enough  fight  to  have  greatly  aided  the  army.  I  am 
aware  that  explanations  of  the  cause  of  want  of  full  success  are  gen¬ 
erally  vr  .ueless  to  redeem  the  character  of  any  attempt,  but  it  seems 
only  justice  to  state  them  in  this  case.  Had  we  succeeded,  it  would 
have  been  an  event  “  by  itself;”  failing,  it  is  at  least  satisfactory  to 
know  that  those  who  are  judges  express  their  admiration  for  the  bold¬ 
ness  of  the  conception,  even,  of  such  an  attempt,  and  that  the  Com¬ 
manding  General  of  the  Army  has  expressed  himself  most  pleasantly 
in  regard  to  its  gallantry  and  importance. 

To  Ensign  G.  T.  Davis,  Wabash;  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Aldrich, 
Tuscarora  ;  Albert  Burton,  seaman,  Wabash;  L.  C.  Shepard,  ordinary 
seaman,  Wabash;  Acting  Ensign  Simms,  of  the  Minnesota ,  the  second 
and  last  of  whom  were  severely  Avounded,  is  due  the  credit  of  having 
either  entered  the  stockade  or  passed  to  its  next  angle.  1  Avould  rec¬ 
ommend  them  for  the  consideration  of  the  admiral.  The  list  Avhieli  is 
appended  Avas  not  intended  at  the  time  it  was  taken  to  be  used  except 
to  account  for  those  present  at  the  stockade,  in  case  of  accident  or 
injury  Avhen  getting  away.  It  is  sent  uoav  at  the  suggestion  of  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Parker. 

A  list  of  killed  and  wounded  I  am  not  able  to  give  from  data,  but 
from  verbal  information  estimate  it  at  18  killed  and  30  wounded  in  the 
first  column  alone,  Avhieli  proportioned  for  the  other  columns,  of  itself 
attests  the  gallantry  of  the  advance. 

To  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  and  the  officers  commanding  com¬ 
panies,  as  indeed  to  all  in  the  column,  thanks  are  due  for  their  support 
in  organizing  and  leading  the  men  to  the  stockade  itself,  and  so  long  as 
they  would  follow;  and  for  endeavors  to  rally  them  as  Avell  as  in  getting 
them  together  subsequently  to  assist  in  garrisoning  Half  Moon  battery, 
to  enable  reinforcements  to  be  sent  to  the  assaulting  party  of  the  army. 
At  dusk  the  party  at  the  stockade  made  their  Avay  to  the  hospital,  tak¬ 
ing  with  them  such  of  the  wounded  as  could  be  removed.  There,  meet¬ 
ing  you,  orders  were  received  to  collect  the  men  and  assist  in  garrisoning 
the  Half  Moon  battery,  which  was  done  until  morning,  when  the  return 
of  parties  to  their  vessels  began. 

N  W  R, — YOL  11 - 33 


514  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

At  this  moment,  1  am  informed  of  the  probable  caufSe  ol  the  mistake 
referred  to  in  the  advance.  It  seems  that  a  detail  ot  men  under  Lieu¬ 
tenants  Porter  and  Preston  had  lormed  on  the  extreme  left  ot  the  first 
column,  a  fact  not  before  known  to  me.  When  those  gallant  officers 
were  killed,  their  men  took  the  direction  to  the  right,  and  the  column 
followed  before  it  could  be  corrected. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

’  0.  H.  Cushman, 

Lieut.  Comdr.,  late  Comdg.  First  Column,  Naval  Brigade. 

Fleet  Captain  K.  R.  Breese. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  officers  and  men  referred  to  in  report. 


Lieut.  Commander  Parker  . . 
Lieut.  Commander  Cushman  . 

Lieut.  Commander  Sioard - 

Lieut.  Bartlett . 

Lieut.  Farquhar . 

Lieut.  S.  W.  Nichols . 

Acting  Ensign  Dayton^ . 

Acting  Ensign  G.  H.  Wood  . . 
Acting  Ensign  J.  I?.  Tanev  . . 
Acting  Ensign  Thomas  M. 
Smith. 

Acting  Master  LouisF.  Tim- 


Minnesota. 

Wabash. 

Seneca. 

Susquehanna. 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Shenandoah. 

Nereus. 

Chippewa. 

Tacony. 

Tristram  Shandy. 
Vanderbilt. 


merman. 

Acting  Ensign  Willis  G. 
Perry. 

Acting  Ensign  W.  H. 
Mayer,  jr. 

Acting  Ensign  G.  T.  Davis. . 
Acting  Ensign  Melville  C. 
Keith. 

Acting  Ensign  S.  L.  Griffin  . 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  F.  A. 
Powers. 

J.  G.  Paine . 

Bertram  Davis . 

ffm.  Smith,  2d,  seaman . 

Jonathan  Briggs,  capt.  top . . 

George  S.  Riley,  O.  S . 

Hubert  Peters,  master  •  at- 


Colorado. 

Sassacus. 

Wabash. 

Gettysburg. 

Tuscarora. 
Fort  Jackson. 

Mohican. 

Do. 

Wabash. 

Do. 

Do. 

Chippewa. 


Rich'd Gallagher,  ship'scook. 

James  Kelly,  seaman . 

T.  McNeil,  capt.  after  guard  . 

Albert  Burton,  seaman . 

William  Tunbridge . 

And.  Sewell . 

L.  B.  Godfrey . 

John  Sullivan . 

A.  B.  Thorne . 

Franklin  G.  Fuller . 

Charles  A.  Smith . 

William  Tuttle,  jr . 

[William]  Harrison . 

William  H.  Willis . 

William  Blake,  seaman . 

T.  M.  White,  seaman . 

John  Sullivan,  seaman . 

Thomas  0.  Neil . - 

John  D.  Jones,  0.  S . 

Charles  A.  Stribeck . 

Jacob  Loury  . 

George  Dansell,  seaman . 

[Charles]  Boudreau . 

Joseph  Fowler . 

Joseph  Freeman . 

Acting  Ensign  [Ulrik]  Fell 
berg. 

L.  C.  Shepard,  O.  S . 


Chippewa. 

Do. 

Do. 

W abash. 
Tacony. 

Do. 

Do. 

Colorado. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Montgomery. 

Juniata. 

Do. 

Malvern. 

Do. 

Yantic. 

Gettysburg. 

Do. 

Vanderbilt. 

Iosco. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Wabash. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Fagan,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  operations  of  the  guard  from 

the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Wabash, 

At  Sea,  January  17,  1865. 

OArTAlN:  In  obedience  to  yonr  order,  I  bave  the  honor  to  make  the 
following  report  concerning  tiie  part  taken  by  the  marine  guard  of  this 
ship  in  the  operations  against  the  rebel  Fort  Fisher,  commanding  the 
entrance  to  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1865. 

My  command  consisted  of  3  sergeants,  3  corporals,  and  38  privates, 
and,  to  prevent  confusion  in  landing,  the  company  was  divided  into 
four  sections,  each  commanded  by  a  noncommissioned  officer. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  at  10:30  o’clock,  my  men  were 
landed  and  formed  on  the  beach  about  2  miles  to  the  northward  of 
Fort  Fisher.  I  then  received  and  formed  into  other  companies  the 
marines  of  the  different  vessels,  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Butler, 
U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  when  I  turned  the  command  over  to  that  officer. 

At  11  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander  K.  R.  Breese 
(fleet  captain),  through  Captain  Butler,  to  take  my  guard  and  advance 
to  the  support  of  the  sailors  at  the  front,  who  were  throwing  up 
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intrenchments  near  Fort  Fisher,  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant 
Preston,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

I  marcned  my  company  up  the  beach  by  the  flank  until  withiu  a  mile 
of  the  rebel  fort,  when,  finding  the  tire  severe,  I  deployed  my  men  as 
skirmishers  across  the  plain,  and  continued  to  advance.  Arriving  at 
the  intrenchments,  1  ordered  my  men  to  cover  themselves  from  the 
enemy’s  shot,  and  this  they  partially  did  by  throwing  up  heaps  of 
sand  with  their  bayonets  and  hands.  After  the  sailors  had  completed 
their  breastworks,  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  to 
advance  my  command  to  the  extreme  parallel  of  intrenchments,  which 
I  did,  my  men  marching  to  the  front,  across  a  plain  swept  by  the  tire, 
with  alacrity  and  spirit.  In  this  advance  I  frequently  ordered  my  men 
to  lie  down,  and  as  soon  as  the  shower  of  grape  had  passed  the  march 
was  resumed  at  the  double-quick. 

After  a  toilsome  march  through  the  sand  we  reached  a  line  of 
intrenchments  about  40  yards  from  the  fort,  which  I  found  occupied  by 
the  skirmish  line  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  New  York  Vol¬ 
unteers.  During  the  advance  2  of  my  men  were  badly  wounded,  and 
they  were  at  once  sent  to  the  rear. 

1  now  ordered  a  few  of  my  men  (good  shots)  to  open  tire  on  the  rebel 
gunners,  and  it  was  owing  to  their  skill  that  a  fieldpiece  inside  the  pal¬ 
isade  was  forced  to  be  abandoned  by  the  rebel  artillerists. 

I  now  awaited  further  orders,  but  finding  the  treueh  filling  up  with 
soldiers,  and  supposing  the  attack  about  to  be  made,  I  collected  and 
marched  my  men  by  the  flank  across  the  plain  toward  the  beach,  where 
I  saw  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines  advancing  to  the  front.  See¬ 
ing  no  officer  to  report  to,  I  formed  my  men  with  the  rest  of  the  marines, 
who  were  in  the  center  of  the  column,  the  advance  being  composed 
entirely  of  sailors.  In  this  manner  we  marched  under  a  severe  tire  of 
musketry  from  the  fort  toward  the  northeast  angle  of  the  work  until  the 
column  halted,  when  1  ordered  my  men  to  lie  down  and  pick  off  the 
rebels  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher  uutil  the  order  was  given  to 
charge.  My  men  had  opened  fire  when  I  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing 
and  prepare  for  the  assault.  I  now  perceived  a  movement  in  front  of 
our  position,  and  soon  after  a  body  of  men  rushed  past.  I  endeavored 
by  every  means  in  my  power  to  prevent  the  retreat  which  I  now  plainly 
saw  was  initiated,  but  my  appeals  and  threats  were  of  no  avail,  and  I 
then  prepared  myself  for  the  worst,  knowing  that  a  retreat  would  be 
disastrous  and  more  deadly  than  a  charge  agaiust  the  fort.  My  com¬ 
mand  maintained  its  position  until  I  saw  Lieutenant  Commander  F.  B. 
Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  informed  me  that  the  assault  had  been  for  the 
present  abandoned.  1  then  collected  my  men  and  marched  down  the 
beach.  Having  seen  that  the  retreat  was  universal  on  the  part  of  the 
naval  forces,  I  gave  several  of  my  men  permission  to  advance  again  to 
the  front  and  annoy  the  rebels  as  much  as  possible  with  sharpshooting. 

Shortly  after,  hearing  that  an  attempt  was  about  to  be  made  to  rally 
the  men,  I  halted  and  allowed  my  men  to  seek  cover,  while  in  company 
with  Acting  |  Volunteer]  Lieutenant-Commander  Danels,  of  the  Vander¬ 
bilt.  I  collected  straggling  sailors  and  marines  and  formed  them  under 
some  sand  hills  on  the  beach,  about  600  yards  from  Fisher.  We  had 
collected  quite  a  number  of  men,  when  I  received  orders  from  Lieutenant- 
Commander  F.  B.  Blake  to  take  my  meu  and  as  many  more  as  I  could 
find  and  report  to  General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  the  object  being  to 
occupy  with  sailors  aud  marines  a  line  of  intrenchments  in  the  rear, 
then  threatened  by  the  enemy.  I  collected  about  200  marines  and 
marched  to  General  Terry’s  headquarters,  where  I  reported  and  was  at 
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once  assigned  to  a  position  on  the  line,  which  position  the  marines 
occupied  with  vigilance  and  attention  until  the  morning,  when  we  were 
relieved  and  I  embarked  my  command  for  the  Wabash. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that  1  sergeant  and  0  privates,  who 
became  detached  from  my  guard  while  in  the  army  intrenchments  at 
the  front,  accompanied  the  army  in  the  storming  of  the  fort,  and,  as  I 
afterwards  heard  from  an  army  officer,  behaved  with  gallantry  and 
coolness  during  the  hand-to-hand  conflict  that  ensued. 

In  conclusion,  captain,  I  would  say  that  during  the  time  the  marine 
guard  of  this  ship  was  on  shore  they  behaved  with  bravery  and  subor¬ 
dination  on  all  occasions.  It  pleased  the  fleet  captain  (Lieutenant-Com¬ 
mander  Breese)  to  compliment  the  handsome  manner  in  which  my  men 
advanced  in  skirmish  line  to  the  advanced  line  of  intrenchments,  under 
a  heavy  fire,  and  I  feel  that  his  words  of  praise  were  not  undeserved. 

All  my  men  behaved  well,  but  I  would  present  especially  to  your 
attention  the  conduct  of  Corporal  Tomlin,  ot  the  guard,  who,  under  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  advanced  into  an  open  plain 
close  to  the  fort,  and  assisted  a  wounded  comrade  to  a  place  of  safety. 
I  respectfully  ask  that  his  conduct  may  be  made  known  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  so  that  he  may  receive  a  medal  ol  honor. 

The  marine  guard  is  present  or  accounted  for,  and  on  board  the  ship 
in  good  condition. 

Enclosed,  please  find  a  list  of  wounded. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  E.  Fagan, 

Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Marines,  Commanding  Guard,  Frigate  Wabash. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Frigate  Wabash. 


Report  of  Surgeon  McSherry,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. ,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  following  casualties  occurred 
in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  January  15: 

1.  Michael  McCann,  gunner’s  mate,  contused  wound  of  scalp;  slight. 

2.  William  Costello,  ordinary  seaman,  contused  wound  of  left  thigh 
and  leg. 

3.  Phillip  Challman,  seaman,  contusion  of  left  knee;  severely. 

4.  William  H.  Smith,  3d,  seaman,  contusion  of  back  and  abrasion  of 
hand;  severe. 

5.  Esek  P.  Bailey,  private  marine,  gunshot  wound  above  left  knee  by 
piece  of  shell  when  ashore  with  storming  party;  severe. 

6.  William  Easton,  ordinary  seaman,  gunshot  wound  right  thigh, 
rifieball;  severe. 

7.  Patrick  Scanlon,  marine,  contused  wounds  of  face  and  hand  by 
explosion  of  magazine  at  Fort  Fisher  this  morning;  severe. 

8.  James  O’Neil,  landsman,  contusion  of  thigh  from  explosion  of 
magazine  at  Fort  Fisher  this  morning;  severe. 

9.  Lieutenant-Commander  Charles  H.  Cushman,  gunshot  wound  left 
thigh. 

10.  Hiram  J.  Henkey,  landsman  (was  brought  on  board  from  shore, 
belongs  to  U.  S.  S.  Mohican),  gunshot  wound  of  back,  about  first  lum¬ 
bar  vertebra ;  very  severe. 
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11.  -Tamos  11.  Lambert,  landsman,  gunshot  wound  through  both 
thighs;  severe. 

12.  George  Brown,  marine,  contusion,  hip,  from  explosion  of  maga¬ 
zine  in  Fort  Fisher  this  morning. 

There  were  others  injured  on  shore,  and  some  hilled  while  storming 
Fort  Fisher.  I  will  report  their  names  and  condition  as  soon  as  it  is 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  F.  McShf.rry, 

Surgeon. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wabash,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Wabash,  regarding  casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabasii, 

Off  Fort  Fislier ,  N.  C.,  January  17, 1865. 

Admiral:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  casu¬ 
alties  in  the  personnel  of  this  ship  during  the  recent  attack  and  capture 
of  Fort  Fisher.  I  regret  that  the  list  and  detail  could  not  be  sooner 
furnished : 

Killed. 

1.  Berne,  Martin,  landsman. 

2.  Holt,  William  H.,  landsman. 

3.  Kitts,  Alonzo,  landsman. 

Wounded. 

1.  Bailey,  Esek  P.,  private  marine,  wounded  by  fragment  of  shell 
above  left  knee. 

2.  Brown,  George,  marine,  contusion  of  hip  from  explosion  of  maga¬ 
zine  at  Fort  Fisher. 

3.  Lieutenant-Commander  Charles  H.  Cushman,  bullet  wound  of  left 
thigh. 

5.  Challman,  Phillip,  seaman,  contusion  of  left  knee. 

G.  Christie,  William,  captain  rnizzen  top,  contusion  left  foot  from 
explosion  of  magazine  at  Fort  Fisher. 

7.  Coons,  Jotham  A.,  landsman,  wound  of  finger. 

8.  Daley,  William,  marine,  wounded  thigh  by  shell;  mortally;  since 
died  on  board  Colorado. 

9.  Easton,  William,  ordinary  seaman,  bullet  wound  left  thigh;  died 
January  18. 

10.  Lambert.  James  R.,  landsman,  bullet  wound  through  both  thighs. 

11.  Moran,  Patrick,  marine,  contusion  of  ankle  from  spent  ball. 

12.  McCann,  Michael,  gunner’s  mate,  contused  wound  of  scalp. 

13.  Oliver,  Albert  W.,  landsman,  bullet  wound  in  right  side;  slight. 

11.  O’Neil,  James,  landsman,  contusion  of  thigh  from  explosion  of 

magazine  at  Fort  Fisher. 

15.  Plimly,  George,  ordinary  seaman,  contusion  hip  from  explosion 
of  magazine  Fort  Fisher. 

16.  Scanlan,  Patrick,  marine,  contused  wound  of  face  and  hand  from 
explosion  magazine. 

The  following  are  known  to  have  been  wounded  and  sent  from  shore 
hospital  to  other  ships : 

17.  Farrell,  Michael,  landsman,  wounded  in  leg. 

18.  Kennahan,  James,  landsman,  right  leg. 
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19.  Lonquest,  Miles  P.,  seaman,  left  foot. 

20.  McDonald,  John,  landsman,  right  leg. 

21.  Seymour,  George,  seaman,  right  side. 

22.  Stanfield,  Joseph,  seaman,  bullet  through  foot. 

23.  Venson,  Levi,  landsman,  standard  bearer,  bullet  both  legs. 

We  have  on  board  Hiram  J.  Henkey,  landsman,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Mold 
can ,  with  gunshot  wound  of  spinal  column,  fracturing  first  lumbar 
vertebra  and  paralyzing  lower  extremities. 

The  following  men  are  missing: 

1.  Austin,  Charles,  landsman. 

2.  Cronin,  Richard,  landsman. 

3.  Gutner,  Henry,  landsman. 

4.  Macker,  John,  landsman. 

5.  Riley,  John,  1st,  ordinary  seaman. 

Killed,  3;  wounded,  23,  and  1  belonging  to  Mohican ;  missing,  5. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[Melancton  Smith,] 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  transmitting  list 

of  casualties. 

U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 
Hampton  Roads ,  January  47,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt;  also  a  list  of  7  wounded  men  belonging 
to  other  vessels,  who,  owiug  to  emergencies,  were  brought  off  without 
their  accounts. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  J).  C. 

[Enclosure.] 

List  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt. 


Name. 


Rate. 


Tin  mas  15.  Cosgrove 

J  ames  Green . 

James  Bailey . 

James  Richardson . . 

William  Priebe . 

M.  0.  Allen . 

David  P.  Chappels.. 

John  Ethridge . 

James  Cummings... 

Thomas  Kehoe . 

S.  Steele . 

James  McDonald  . . . 

Robert  Hunt . 

William  A.  Terry  .. 
Peter  Christiansen  . 

R.  Cronin . 

Miles  P.  Lonquest.. 

C.  Austin . 

M.  Farrell . 

J.  Stanfield . 

E.  Davis . 

James  Sherry . 


Ship’s  corporal . 

Boatswain's  mate . 

_ do . 

Landsman . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Landsman . 

Seaman . 

. do . 

Captain  foretop . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Private,  marine . 

Musician,  marine . 

Private,  marine . 

Corporal,  marine . 

Seaman . 

Landsman,  XT.  S.  S.  Wabash . 

Seaman,  U.  S.  S.  Wabash . 

Landsman,  II.  S.  S.  Wabash . 

. do . 

Seaman,  H.  S.  S.  Wabash . 

Landsman,  U.  S.  S.  Iosco . 

Private,  marine,  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba  . 


Remarks. 


Killed. 

Do. 

Wounded  slightly. 
Wounded  severely. 
Wounded  slightly. 
Do. 

Do. 

Wounded  severely. 
Do. 

Wounded  slightly. 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Wounded  severely. 
Do. 

Wounded  slightly. 
Wounded  severely. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


Wounded  dangerously. 
Do. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  II.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  13,  1S65. — At  4:15  a.  m.  got  underway  and  took  position 
astern  of  tlie  Ticonderoga.  At  6 : 30  signal  from  the  flagship  to  prepare 
for  action.  At  7:15  the  first  division  commenced  action,  shelling  the 
woods  preparatory  to  landing  troops.  At  7:40  the  Santiago  de  Cuba 
signaled  to  prepare  to  land  troops.  At  9:30  sent  first  and  second 
launches  and  first  cutter  to  land  troops  from  the  transports.  At  11 : 30 
anchored  in  line.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.:  Launches  and  first  cutter 
returned  from  landing  troops  and  were  hoisted  up.  The  fire  on  Fort 
Fisher  continues  from  the  Ironsides ,  monitors,  and  some  of  the  gunboats. 
At  4:20  p.  m.  troops  began  inarching  up  the  beach.  At  5:20  the 
admiral  made  signal.  We  beat  the  retreat  and  stood  to  S.  E.  At  6 : 10 
came  to  with  starboard  anchor. 

January  14. — Firing  ceased  about  12:30  a.  m.  At  3:45  heard  the 
report  of  several  heavy  guns  in  the  direction  of  Fort  Fisher.  From  4 
to  0  p.  m.  firing  from  the  Ironsides  and  monitors,  Brooklyn ,  and  some 
of  the  gunboats.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.  an  occasional  shell  fired  at  the 
forts  during  the  watch. 

January  15. — At  12:45  a.  m.  a  tug  came  with  orders  from  the  admiral 
to  get  underway.  At  4:  45  hove  up  and  took  our  station  astern  of  the 
Ticonderoga.  At  8:30  admiral  made  signals,  and  at  11  boats  left  the 
ship  in  charge  of  Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant-Commander  Danels  in 
obedience.  At  12:55  p.  m.  commenced  firing  at  the  fort  and  Mound. 
Admiral  made  signals.  We  delivered  shell  to  the  Colorado ,  Susque¬ 
hanna ,  and  Mackinaw.  About  5  p.  m.  a  boat  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba 
came  alongside  with  3  wounded  men.  They  were  received  on  board 
and  their  wounds  dressed.  Two  returned  to  their  own  ship  during  the 
evening;  the  third  man,  James  Sherry,  remained  on  board.  At  6  p.  m. 
the  first  cutter  came  from  shore  with  8  wounded.  At  10:10  heard 
cheering  from  shore  and  flagship  threw  up  rockets  and  burned  Coston 
signals.  It  was  generally  understood  that  the  forts  were  taken.  The 
entire  fleet  cheered  ship,  threw  up  rockets,  and  burned  Coston  sig¬ 
nals.  We  used  rockets  and  Coston  signals  to  celebrate  the  victory. 
Captain  went  aboard  the  flagship. 

January  16.— At  12:10  a.  in.  sent  the  first  cutter  ashore  under  the 
charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Pope  to  collect  the  officers  and  men.  At 
4:50  first  cutter  returned  with  officers  and  men  of  assaulting  party. 
At  5 : 30  first  launch  and  at  G  second  launch  returned  with  others.  Act¬ 
ing  Master’s  Mates  Ed.  Kearns  and  F.  B.  Atkinson  remained  on  shore; 
reason  unknown.  Took  up  the  boats.  At  6:30  called  all  hands  up 
anchor.  Flagship  made  signals,  “  Proceed  without  delay  ”  and  “  Wait 
for  nothing.”  At  8  Federal  Point  bore  W.  S.  W.  G  miles  distant.  At 
7 : 45  a  great  explosion  took  place  in  Fort  Fisher. 

January  17.— At  11  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads. 


Report  of  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  of  arrival  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  Roads,  in  compliance  with  orders. 

U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 
Hampton  Roads ,  January  17 , 1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 
pursuant  to  the  enclosed  order  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 

I  have  on  board  13  men  wounded  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  7  of 
whom  are  from  other  vessels  of  the  squadron.  They  were  brought  off 
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from  the  shore  after  dark  in  the  Vanderbilt’s  boats, 'and  are  without 
their  accounts. 

T  am.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

Yorth  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  15, 1855. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Hampton  Roads,  taking  with 
you  the  bearer  of  dispatches.  On  your  arrival  you  will  report  to  the 
Department,  as  1  think  you  will  be  ordered  thence  to  Yew  York  to 
have  your  vessel  coppered. 

Resoectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Pickering,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  requiring  an  explanation 
regarding  delay  in  departure  from  Fort  Fisher. 

Yaw  Department,  January  30, 1865. 

Sir:  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Rear-Admiral 
Porter,  dated  on  the  2Lst  instant,  relative  to  your  delay  in  proceeding 
with  dispatches  from  Fort  Fisher  to  Hampton  Roads,  regarding  which 
an  explanation  is  required  by  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering, 

Commanding  ZJ.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  New  York. 

[Enclosure.] 

Yortii  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  til,  1865. 

Sir  :  Ten  minutes  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher  I  sent  for  Captain 
Pickering,  of  the  Vanderbilt,  and  told  him  to  proceed  at  once  with  dis¬ 
patches  (which  were  prepared  for  him  in  an  hour)  to  Fortress  Monroe. 
I  impressed  upon  him  the  importance  of  being  the  first  to  carry  the 
news.  Judge  of  my  surprise  when  I  enquired  at  daylight  whether  the 
Vanderbilt  could  be  seen  and  was  informed  that  she  was  lying  quietly 
at  anchor,  when  I  signaled  to  her  to  proceed  without  delay.  The  Atlan¬ 
tic  left  about  three  hours  after  her  and  beat  her  in,  which  I  think  was 
the  fault  of  the  commander  of  the  Vanderbilt ,  and  nothing  else. 

I  will  leave  it  to  Captain  Pickering  to  state  to  the  Department  why 
he  did  not  leave  at  the  time  I  ordered  him  and  why  he  made  so  poor  a 
passage. 

I  should  have  sent  the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  but  knew  that  the  Vander¬ 
bilt  was  the  fastest  ship. 
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You  should  have  received  my  dispatches  ten  hours  ahead  of  any¬ 
thing  else. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gtdeon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  D.  C. 


Explanatory  letter  from  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  to 

the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt, 

Navy  Yard ,  New  Yorlc,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  30th  instant,  enclosing  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter  relative  to  my  delay  in  proceeding  with  dispatches 
from  Fort  Fisher  to  Hampton  Roads,  and  in  reply  I  have  to  state  as 
follows: 

On  the  night  of  the  loth  instant,  after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Fisher, 
Rear-Admiral  Porter  sent  for  me  on  board  the  flagship. 

Anticipating  an  order  to  proceed  north  with  dispatches,  and  having 
three  boats,  with  nearly  half  the  crew  and  five  officers  on  shore  as  part 
of  the  assaulting  party,  I  left  directions  with  the  officer  of  the  deck, 
before  leaving  the  ship,  that  in  case  two  rockets  were  thrown  up  from 
the  admiral’s  ship  to  send  a  boat  at  once  to  the  shore  with  orders  for 
the  boats  and  crew  of  the  Vanderbilt  to  return  to  the  ship.  On  reach¬ 
ing  the  flagship  I  informed  Rear-Admiral  Porter  that  I  had  left  direc¬ 
tions  to  send  for  men  and  boats  in  case  two  rockets  were  sent  up  from 
the  flagship  and  lie,  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  gave  the  order  to  set  off  the 
rockets.  This  I  interpreted  as  an  order  to  wait  for  my  boats  and  men. 
Immediately  upon  receiving  the  dispatches  from  the  admiral  I  left  the 
flagship  and,  reaching  the  Vanderbilt  at  3  a.  m.,  found  none  of  my  boats 
had  returned.  I  immediately  made  preparations  for  hoisting  and  secur¬ 
ing  launches  and  getting  underway  so  soon  as  they  should  return,  and 
walked  the  deck,  impatiently  waiting.  P>etween  the  hours  of  4  and  5  in 
the  morning  I  manned  the  gig  for  the  purpose  of  sending  to  the  admiral 
for  permission  to  proceed  without  my  boats,  but  at  this  time  one  of  the 
cutters  was  hailed  on  her  return  from  the  shore  and,  supposing  the 
launches  were  not  far  behind,  the  gig  was  hoisted  again.  It  was  not 
until  6  a.  m.  that  the  boats  all  reached  the  ship,  when  they  were  hoisted 
and  secured  and  the  ship  got  underway.  It  was  while  catting  the 
anchor  that  signal  was  made  by  the  admiral  enquiring  the  cause  of 
detention  and  not,  as  he  supposes,  while  quietly  lying  at  anchor.  As 
regards  the  assertion  that  the  Atlantic  left  Fort  Fisher  three  hours 
after  the  Vanderbilt ,  I  think  the  admiral  is  laboring  under  a  mistake. 
\  was  informed  at  Hampton  Roads  that  she  left  five  hours  before,  and 
arrived  only  one  and  one-half  hours  ahead  of  the  Vanderbilt.  As  to  the 
speed  of  the  ship  during  the  passage,  she  made  all  that  could  be  made 
without  applying  the  jets,  and  in  the  present  state  of  her  bottom, 
averaging  12i  knots  per  hour;  and  if  this  be  compared  with  her  speed 
in  the  heat  of  a  chase,  when  the  sea  was  glassy  smooth,  jets  applied, 
and  everyone  on  board  interested  in  the  prospect  of  a  capture,  the 
average  speed  then  being  but  13  knots,  I  think  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  was  no  neglect  during  the  passage.  In  connection  with  this  sub- 
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ject  I  liave  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  *  addressed  by  me  to 
the  chief  engineer  of  this  ship,  marked  “1,”  and  his  reply*  to  the  same, 
marked  “2.” 

It  has  ever  been  my  pride  to  be  prompt  and  active  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  and  this  is  the  first  time  in  the  course  of  forty-three  years 
experience  in  the  service  that  I  have  been  thus  censured,  and  I  am  only 
sorry  that  the  honorable  secretary  of  the  Navy  has  had  the  trouble  to 
require  from  me  now  this  explanation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  W.  Pickering, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commander  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw. 

U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  operations  of  the  fleet  under  your  command 
against  Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  batteries  at  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina,  on  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  instant: 

On  Friday,  the  13th  instant,  in  obedience  to  signal,  three  boats  were 
sent  from  this  vessel  to  assist  in  landing  troops.  At  2:45  p.  m.,  the 
boats  having  returned,  took  position  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  one 
assigned  me  in  the  order  of  attack  and  opened  fire  from  six  IX-inch 
guns  upon  the  eastern  angle  of  Fort  Fisher,  with  satisfactory  effect. 
At  0:30  p.m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  ceased  firing  and  withdrew  for 
the  night.  On  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  with  the  vessels  of  the 
second  line,  remained  at  anchor  all  day.  On  Sunday,  the  15th  instant, 
at  10  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  landed  an  assaulting  party  of  36  men 
and  0  marines,  in  the  charge  of  Acting  Master  Abraham  J.  Louch, 
Acting  Ensign  Joseph  Estes,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Edward  K.  Greene. 
At  12:20  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders,  took  the  position  assigned  me  in 
the  line  of  battle  and  commenced  firing  on  the  eastern  angle  of  Fort 
Fisher,  with  good  effect.  At  3: 15  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  ceased 
firing.  At  8  p.  m.  our  boats  returned  from  shore.  This  vessel  was  not 
struck  during  the  bombardment.  The  following  are  the  casualties  in 
the  storming  party: 

Acting  Master  Abraham  J.  Louch,  slightly  wounded  on  the  hip. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  Edward  K.  Greene,  severely  wounded  in  the 
arm. 

The  following-named  men  are  missing:  William  F.  Parks  and  Michael 
Cavanaugh  (landsman). 

It  is  again  my  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  all  the  officers  and 
men  under  my  command  performed  their  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Beaumont, 

a  t  •  i  ^  _  Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


*  Omitted  as  not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Report  of  Acting  Master  Louch,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  tlie  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Mackinaw. 


U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw, 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  — ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  that  on  the  15th  instant  I  landed  in 
charge  of  a  party  consisting  of  36  sailors,  6  marines,  and  2  officers, 
Acting  Ensign  Joseph  Estes  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Edward  K. 
Greene.  After  reporting  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Parker  1  took  my 
position  on  the  left  of  the  second  division.  This  brought  me  to  the 
head  of  the  column  when  we  advanced  to  storm  the  rebel  stronghold, 
Fort  Fisher.  Before  advancing  a  general  order  of  the  admiral’s  was 
read  to  the  officers,  which  embraced  everything  necessary  for  a  suc¬ 
cessful  attack,  and  I  firmly  believe  had  it  been  carried  out  we  could 
have  stormed  the  works  successfully. 

For  a  distance  of  606  or  700  yards  we  were  brought  under  a  severe 
and  galling  fire  of  musketry  and  canister,  but  succeeding  in  finding 
shelter  under  the  palisades  surrounding  the  fort  on  the  outside,  I  got 
to  the  extreme  front,  and  after  lying  for  some  time,  during  which  time 
I  heard  several  voices  exclaim  that  they  only  wanted  a  leader,  and 
seeing  many  officers  around  me,  I  sprang  to  my  feet,  drew  my  sword, 
and  endeavored  to  rally  and  encourage  them  to  charge  the  works. 
Finding  every  effort  and  appeal  in  vain,  I  was  obliged  to  resume  my 
position  among  the  rest.  About  this  time  I  was  struck  with  a  spent 
shot,  and  while  examining  to  see  if  I  was  wounded  I  had  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  to  see  the  marines  and  the  rear  of  the  column  of  blue  jackets 
break  and  run.  Soon  the  order  of  retreat  rang  from  mouth  to  mouth, 
and  the  whole  party  were  in  a  disorderly  retreat.  It  was  then  we  lost 
most  of  our  men.  I  marched  down  along  the  beach  with  a  great  part 
of  my  men  and  learned  that  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Edward  K.  Greene 
was  severely  wounded.  After  embarking  him  in  the  second  cutter  I 
directed  him  to  moor  the  second  cutter  and  launch  outside  the  surf  and 
proceed  with  the  second  cutter  to  this  ship.  I  then  returned  with  what 
men  I  couhl  muster  up  the  beach,  where  I  was  informed  Lieutenant 
Cushing  was  endeavoring  to  rally  the  men  together.  I  got  well  up  to 
the  front  again,  but  finding  that  everyone  was  in  search  of  their  own 
boats,  I  returned  and  shoved  oft'  from  the  beach  about  9  p.  m.  I  reached 
the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Donelson  10  p.  in.,  where  myself  and  men  were  kindly 
refreshed  with  coffee,  and  after  becoming  sufficiently  rested  I  set  off  for 
this  shiii  and  arrived  at  11  p.  m.  I  had  1  man  killed,  William  F.  Park, 
landsman.  M.  Cavanaugh  was  killed  next  morning  by  the  explosion  in 
the  fort. 

1  would  respectfully  commend  to  your  notice  for  good  conduct  James 
Dickenson,  captain  forecastle;  William  Fullerton,  captain  after  guard. 

1  have  to  report  the  loss  of  the  following  arms:  8  swords  with  belts 
and  frogs,  9  revolvers,  8  frogs,  4  pistols  and  frogs.  Two  of  the  sword 
belts  and  frogs  and  two  revolvers  were  lost  on  the  men  killed;  the 
balance  were  lost  in  the  second  cutter.  While  getting  her  off  through 
the  surf  she  got  broadside  on  to  the  surf,  filled,  and  capsized.  The  men 
had  to  strip  before  getting  in  the  boats,  and  laid  their  arms  in  the 
stern  sheets,  so  that  the  loss  was  unavoidable. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Abraham  J.  Louch, 
Acting  Master  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Grodon,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  s'  Susquehanna. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  17,  1H65. 

Admiral  :  I  liave  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
this  ship  took  in  the  engagements  of  the  13th  and  15th  instant  with 
Fort  Fisher  and  its  assault  and  hnal  capture: 

On  both  days  named  the  Susquehanna  came  into  and  maintained  her 
position  as  per  plan. 

On  the  13th  we  let  our  anchor  go  a  little  before  5  p.  m.,  and,  firing 
deliberately,  did  good  service.  The  fort  evidently  was  silenced  on  our 
face;  many  of  the  guns  were  dismounted  and  the  Mound  part  hardly 
fired  at  all.  I  withdrew  after  dark  by  order,  and  no  gun  was  fired  by 
the  fort  that  1  saw  as  we  retired. 

On  the  15th  we  drew  into  action  at  11  o’clock,  and  fired  slowly  or 
rapidly,  as  occasion  required.  The  fort  responded  feebly  and  ineffec¬ 
tually  except  from  the  Mound. 

W  e  landed  in  our  boats  about  100  sailors  and  marines  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake.  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  Acting 
Ensign  Rhoades,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Cooper  commanded  detach¬ 
ments  oi  the  sailors,  and  Lieutenant  Wallace  the  marines. 

We  all  witnessed  the  bold  and  daring  attempt  of  the  tars  to  assault 
in  front,  and  if  it  failed  and  resulted  disastrously  to  us  in  killed  and 
wounded,  it  at  all  events  most  effectually  aided  the  main  storming  party 
of  the  gallant  army  by  diverting  the  attention  of  the  garrison  and 
enabled  them  to  gain  a  footing  and  finally  to  accomplish  perhaps  one 
of  the  most  daring  deeds  of  this  war,  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher. 

1  have  already  spoken  in  high  terms  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  this 
ship  on  a  former  occasion,  and  I  again  desire  to  renew  my  warm  thanks 
to  the  division  officers,  Lieutenants  Bartlett  and  Brown,  Acting  Master 
Porter,  and  Acting  Ensign  Laycock  for  their  zeal  and  spirit,  and  to  the 
crew  for  their  hearty  efforts  and  good  conduct.  I  would  also  again  call 
your  special  attention  to  Ensign  Preble,  of  whose  efficiencv  too  much 
can  not  be  said. 

Chief  Engineer  Johnson,  with  his  entire  department,  are  also  entitled 
to  my  thanks.  They  not  only  performed  their  duties  with  proper  spirit, 
but  m  the  absence  of  the  portion  of  my  crew  forming  the  lauding  party 
assisted  at  the  guns  as  far  as  lay  in  their  power. 

1  would  also  favorably  mention  James  Callahan,  coast  pilot,  whom  I 
at  all  times  found  most  serviceable. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  at  the  head  of  his  men  on  shore,  proved 
himself  there,  as  he  always  shows  himself  on  board,  brave,  zealous,  and 


Lieutenant  Wallace  was  wounded  severely  in  the  charge  on  the  fort. 
1  particularly  regret  the  injury  to  this  officer,  as  he  can  not  well  be 
replaced  by  lus  corps  in  the  affections  of  this  ship. 

1  enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake’s  report,  and  notice  of  Lieu 
tenant  Bartlett  and  Acting  Ensign  Rhoades,  who,  after  the  repulse  of 
our  men,  entered  the  fort  With  the  army. 

1  would  recommend  for  favorable  mention  to  the  Department  Ordi¬ 
nary  beam  an  James  Shannon,  and  Henry  S.  Webster,  landsman,  who, 

medals11*  g°0<1  C°nduct  and  bravery  at  the  assault,  are  deserving  of 

1  congratulate  you,  sir  on  this  our  new  victory,  and  if  it  was  delayed 
from  the  25th  of  December  to  the  15th  of  January,  the  country,  1  feel 
sure,  will  not  attribute  it  to  any  failure  of  the  Navy,  for  we  have  demon- 
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strated  the  truth  of  the  remark  in  your  former  report  that  had  the 
attempt  been  made  the  capture  of  the  fort  would  have  been  easier  than 
the  then  commanding  general  believed. 

I  enclose  herewith  carpenter’s  report  aud  gunner’s  statement  of 
ammunition  expended.  The  bursting  of  the  150-pounder  rille  I  greatly 
regret,  as  its  effectiveness  had  been  shown  repeatedly  during  the  engage¬ 
ment.  Tlie  damage  sustained  by  this  ship  is  trilling. 

1  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  3  men  killed  and  15  wounded,  a  list  of 
which  1  have  already  sent  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  Godon, 

Commodore ,  Comdg .  Fourth  Div .,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  1).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna,  January  18, 1865. 

Commodore  :  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  share  taken 
by  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher  on 
the  15tli  instant: 

The  force  consisted  of  about  75  sailors  and  marines.  The  officers 
who  accompanied  me  were  Lieutenant  J.  R  Bartlett,  Acting  Ensign 
William  [W.]  Rhoades,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  M.  [S.|  Cooper,  with 
First  Lieutenant  of  Marines  William  Wallace  in  command  of  his  guard. 
On  reaching  the  beach  I  reported  to  Fleet  Captain  K.  R.  Breese,  and  in 
obedience  to  his  orders  sent  Mr.  W allace  and  his  men  to  join  the  marine 
battalion,  and  Mr.  Rhoades,  with  10  men,  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Pres¬ 
ton,  who  was  engaged  at  the  front  digging  riffe  pits.  With  the  remain¬ 
der  of  my  men  and  officers  I  was  assigned  to  the  first  battalion  of 
sailors,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman.  At 
2  p.  m.  we  were  moved  round  to  the  front  and  formed  in  line  of  battle 
on  the  beach,  the  first  battalion  on  the  right,  the  marine  battalion  on 
the  left  of  the  line.  The  men  were  ordered  to  lie  down  and  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  cover  of  the  beach.  At  this  time  the  fire  of  the  fleet  was 
directly  over  our  heads  and  several  shot  and  shell  from  the  more  dis¬ 
tant  vessels  struck  and  exploded  near  us.  At  3  p.  m.  we  moved  to  the 
assault,  advancing  by  the  flank  on  the  double-quick.  As  soon  as  we 
commenced  to  move,  the  garrison  of  the  fort  opened  with  musketry; 
feebly  at  first,  but  more  vigorously  as  we  advanced  until  the  fire  became 
severe.  Having  reached  "the  palisades  in  front  of  the  fort,  we  filed  to 
the  right  aud  continued  to  advance  until  the  first  angle  of  tlie  palisade 
was  reached,  when  we  halted.  The  order  was  now  given  to  bring  the 
marines  to  the  front  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  parapet,  now  swarm¬ 
ing  with  men,  and  from  which  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  was  kept  up, 
which  we— the  sailors— had  no  means  of  returning,  being  armed  with 
revolvers  and  cutlasses  only.  Before  the  marines  could  be  brought  up 
they  broke  and,  with  the  rest  of  the  column,  beginning  at  the  rear, 
commenced  to  retreat.  Presuming  at  first  that  the  retreat  had  been 
ordered,  I  followed  my  men  down  the  beach.  Afterwards,  finding  my 
mistake,  I  attempted  to  rally  and  bring  to  the  front  at  least  a  part  of 
the  force.  Failing  in  this,  finding  myself  the  senior  officer  present,  and 
learning  from  one  of  General  Terry’s  aids  that  the  sailors  and  marines 
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could  be  useful  in  the  iutrenchments  to  relieve  the  troops  there,  I  gave 
the  order  to  all  tlie  officers  I  could  hud  to  take  their  coni  mauds  to  Oener  al 
Terry’s  headquarters  and  report  for  duty.  I  then  returned  to  the  front 
to  search  for  some  ot  my  seniors.  I  discovered  that  they  had  remained 
behind  under  the  cover  of  the  palisades,  aud  maintained  their  position 
until  nightfall.  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  belonging  to  my  command,  also 
remained  there,  and  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  his  personal  gallantry. 
Upon  returning  to  headquarters  I  was  ordered  to  post  our  men  at  the 
breastworks  for  the  night,  which  I  did.  lwo  of  our  men  were  killed 
in  the  assault — Thomas  Scott,  seaman,  and  Theo.  Minkoff,  private, 
marine.  Private  Marine  Brennan  has  since  died  of  his  wounds.  We  had 
14  wounded,  among  them,  I  regret  to  state,  Lieutenant  Wallace,  whose 
gallantry  was  conspicuous,  especially  in  his  efforts  to  rally  his  men. 
Mr.  Bhoades  rendered  most  valuable  service  in  the  rifle  pits,  which  were 
dug  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  and  occasionally  a 
discharge  of  grape,  and  when  the  enemy  made  the  assault,  accom¬ 
panied  by  one  brave  fellow,  James  Shannon,  he  followed  into  the  fort. 
Shannon  carried  a  flag,  and  placed  it  on  the  parapet.  Mr.  Cooper  per¬ 
sisted  in  his  desire  to  accompany  the  expedition  in  spite  of  severe 
indisposition,  and,  as  usual,  made  himselt  most  valuable  to  me.  I  beg 
to  call  your  attention  to  the  good  conduct  of  Henry  S.  Webster,  lands¬ 
man,  who  remained  with  Lieutenant  IVallace,  under  fire,  until  aid  could 
be  obtained  to  bring  him  to  the  rear.  In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express 
my  entire  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  all  under  my  command. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Blake, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Commodore  S.  W.  Codon, 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 


Letter  of  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  his  sisters. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

At  Sea,  January  18,  1865. 

I  will  write  this  letter  to  both  of  you  together,  as  you  will  expect  a 
very  long  one,  giving  a  full  account  of  our  doings  at  Wilmington. 

Hurrah  for  our  admiral !  He  said  Fort  Fisher  could  be  taken  and  he 
was  right.  This  is  the  first  time  since  the  day  of  the  fight  that  1  have 
bad  a  chance  to  write.  Is  not  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher  glorious  news? 
It  is  a  great  loss  to  the  rebels.  The  papers  will  be  full  of  detailed 
accounts  of  the  fight.  These  you  will  most  likely  read  before  you  get 
this  letter,  so  I  think  my  letter  will  be  more  interesting  to  you  if  I  just 
write  the  part  I  took  in  the  affair. 

******* 

You  will  read  in  the  papers  how  the  troops  were  landed  and  fire 
opened  the  first  day.  The  rebels  were  not  able  to  fire  a  single  shot 
at  us. 

We  began  the  fire  at  about  half  past  4  in  the  afternoon,  and  con¬ 
tinued  till  dark.  At  sunset  it  was  a  most  beautiful  sight.  The  sun  set 
directly  behind  the  fort.  I  think  I  never  saw  a  more  beautiful  one.  The 
smoke  of  bursting  shell  against  the  bright  red  sky  and  half  the  fort  in 
full  blaze  made  the  most  magnificent  picture  ever  seen. 

On  the  second  day  it  blew  a  gale  of  wind,  so  that  nothing  could  be 
done  with  the  fleet,  still  the  Ironsides ,  monitors,  and  several  of  the 
small  gunboats  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  all  day. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  Sunday,  we  were  underway  at  5  o’clock- 
It  promised  to  be  a  beautiful  day.  At  daylight  the  fleet  was  formed  in 
line  of  battle  and  began  to  move  toward  the  fort.  We  did  not  move 
into  action,  however,  till  after  10. 

At  about  10  the  admiral  made  signal  to  “Arm  and  away  all  boats,” 
and  to  assemble  on  the  beach.  In  a  few  moments  the  whole  place  was 
alive  with  hundreds  of  boats  pulling  for  the  shore.  We  landed  and  were 
formed  into  line.  We  had  2  boats  from  our  ship  containing  50  blue¬ 
jackets  and  18  marines.  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake  had  charge  of 
one  boat  and  myself  the  other.  When  we  were  landed  on  the  beach 
Jack  was  for  making  a  run  right  for  the  fort,  but  it  was  hardly  time  yet. 
I  should  think  there  must  have  been  over  2,000  ashore  from  the  fleet. 
Each  boat  had  5  men  armed  with  spades;  these  were  immediately 
sent  to  the  front  to  throw  up  rifle  pits  for  our  marines.  As  soon  as  the 
sailors  were  formed  we  marched  up  to  within  about  a  mile  and  fa]  half 
of  the  fort,  and  drew  up  in  three  lines  to  wait  for  the  army.  They  were 
to  be  ready  at  2  o’clock,  when  we  were  to  make  the  assault  together. 

While  here  the  rebels  tired  a  few  shell,  wounding  several  marines  who 
were  not  in  the  ride  pits,  but  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  sailors.  We  all 
lay  down  in  the  sand  so  as  to  make  as  small  a  mark  as  possible,  and 
waited  patiently  for  the  time  to  come  for  the  assault.  While  we  were 
here  the  fleet  was  hard  at  work,  keeping  up  a  terrific  bombardment  on 
the  fort.  We  had  a  grand  chance  to  see  it.  It  was  a  most  magnificent 
sight.  We  lay  at  this  place  until  2  o’clock. 

We  were  getting  very  hungry,  as  we  had  taken  our  breakfast  at  day¬ 
light.  I  was  anxious  to  get  into  the  fort  to  try  some  rebel  provisions. 
At  2  o’clock  we  learned  that  the  army  would  not  be  ready  to  move 
until  3.  About  this  timewefiled  down  on  the  beach  andmarched  toward 
the  fort  on  the  double  quick ;  when  within  half  a  mile  we  lay  down  on 
the  beach,  the  rise  from  the  water  protecting  us  from  musketry. 
We  also  threw  up  sand  in  front  of  us  with  our  hands.  I  had  command 
of  the  second  company  of  the  first  division.  This  division  was  to  lead 
the  assault,  so  I  was  near  the  head.  The  division  was  divided  into  three 
companies.  While  here  the  fleet  were  firing  directly  over  our  heads, 
which  was  far  from  pleasant,  as  some  of  them  fell  short  and  right 
among  us,  wounding  several. 

All  the  time  we  lay  here  the  rebels  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry, 
but  fired  much  too  high. 

At  3  o’clock  we  made  the  charge  for  the  fort  on  the  double-quick. 
We  were  to  charge  the  fort  on  its  front  or  sea  face,  while  the  soldiers 
charged  the  eastern  or  laud  face.  From  the  front  of  the  fort  there  is  a 
line  of  palisades  running  down  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  water. 
When  we  started  on  the  charge  the  fleet  ceased  its  fire,  but  the  rebels 
opened  on  us  a  most  murderous  fire  of  musketry,  with  now  and  then  a 
round  of  grape  and  canister. 

There  was  a  halt  at  the  foot  of  the  ]>alisades  till  the  sailors  in  the 
rear  should  come  up.  I  stopped  close  to  the  end  of  them.  Oh,  such  a 
fire  as  |  we]  were  under.  Sailors  and  officers  were  dropping  all  around 
me.  Lieutenant  Porter,  a  classmate  of  mine,  was  shot  dead  close  by 
me,  and  Lieutenant  Preston  a  few  yards  ahead.  Both  of  these  officers 
had  just  been  released  from  Columbia  jail,  South  Carolina.  The  sailors 
were  coming  up  rapidly,  so  I  jumped  up  and  ran  toward  the  fort  with 
several  other  officers,  shouting  to  the  men  to  follow.  A  lew  followed, 
but  many  fell.  We  reached  the  next  angle  ot  the  stockade.  Here  I 
got  a  rifle  from  a  marine  and  settled  a  lew  rebels.  They  were  standing 
right  up  on  the  top  of  the  fort  firing  right  down  on  us.  The  sailors 
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were  ahead  and  the  marines  in  the  rear.  I  was  jnst  aiming  at  a  rebel 
when  I  heard  a  shout  behind.  I  looked  around. 

The  sailors  were  all  on  the  run  down  the  beach.  The  marines  broke 
and  ran,  the  sailors  following.  Poor  Jack.  lie  could  not  stand  the 
fire  of  bullets  with  nothing  to  fire  back,  as  they  were  armed  with  cut¬ 
lasses  and  revolvers.  We  tried  to  call  the  marines  up  to  the  front  with 
their  rides  to  lire  through  the  palisades,  but  they  would  not  come. 

I  shouted  and  waved  my  sword  for  the  sailors  to  come  back,  but  no, 
off  they  went  down  the  beach.  About  a  dozen  officers  and  20  men 
remained  at  the  palisades.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  go  into  that 
fort,  and  could  not  run.  I  could  have  cried  when  the  blue  jackets 
retreated,  but  it  was  high  time  for  me  to  look  out  for  myself.  I  began 
to  dig  a  hole  with  my  hands.  You  would  have  laughed  to  have  seen 
me.  It  did  not  take  me  long  to  get  a  pile  of  sand  in  front  of  me  high 
enough  to  screen  me  from  fire.  This  was  at  about  half  past  3.  I  kept 
on  digging  until  I  had  a  hole  that  1  could  stand  up  in.  The  sand  was 
very  soft  and  dry,  so  that  it  was  easily  thrown  up.  Every  time  I  threw 
up  a  handfull  of  sand  on  the  edge  of  my  pit,  a  dozen  bullets  would  skip 
over  my  head.  It  was  rather  unpleasant,  as  it  knocked  the  sand  all 
down  on  me. 

The  rebels  had  about  one-third  of  their  force  at  this  angle,  and  the 
rest  where  the  soldiers  were  expected  to  charge,  but  when  they  saw  us 
coming  up  the  beach  they  thought  it  must  be  the  main  attack,  and 
called  “all  hands”  over  to  our  angle;  this  gave  the  soldiers  a  chance  to 
gain  a  footing  at  the  other  angle.  But  when  the  sailors  retreated,  most 
of  them  went  back  to  meet  the  soldiers. 

Our  soldiers  fought  like  tigers,  and  the  rebels  were  not  far  behind 
them.  I  will  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  fort.  The  soldiers  gained  the 
first  mound  or  traverse,  and  then  fought  hand  to  hand  with  the  rebels 
for  each  mound. 

After  the  fight,  between  each  mound,  the  killed  were  piled  up  a  dozen 
deep.  It  was  a  terrible  sight  the  next  day.  Too  horrible  to  describe. 

We  remained  under  the  palisades  until  we  could  escape  under  cover 
of  darkness.  At  a  little  after  G  we  began  to  run  the  gantlet,  a  few 
at  a  time,  the  rebels  keeping  up  a  good  sliower  of  balls.  Soon  after  the 
sailors  retreated  the  fleet  opened  fire  again  on  the  forts.  We  were 
now  in  a  rather  tight  place,  as  some  of  the  shell  burst  close  to  us,  and 
we  begau  to  think  of  a  surrender,  but  intended  to  hold  out  till  a  shell 
did  laud  directly  among  us.  They  landed  everywhere  but  just  where 
we  lay. 

I  will  send  you  a  piece  of  the  palisades,  knocked  down  by  a  bullet 
above  my  head,  also  a  piece  of  the  rebel  liag  staff.  It  was  a  very  long 
afternoon  to  spend  in  such  a  place.  I  wished  myself  most  everywhere 
else. 

When  the  sailors  started  to  run  they  were  shot  down  like  sheep;  over 
fifty  lay  dead  at  the  foot  of  the  palisades.  Now  and  then  a  wounded 
man  would  raise  his  head;  a  dozen  bullets  would  fly  toward  him  in  an 
instant.  It  was  low  tide  when  we  made  the  charge  and  a  few  fell  close 
to  the  water.  Before  dark  the  tide  rose  aud  the  waves  washed  up  on 
the  poor  fellows,  some  only  wounded.  It  was  hard  to  look  on  and  not 
be  able  to  give  them  any  help.  I  wished  to  see  if  my  friend  Porter  was 
still  alive,  so  I  waited  till  near  the  last.  He  was  lying  on  the  beach 
about  a  hundred  yards  from  the  palisades.  I  ran  to  him  and  dropped 
beside  him.  I  found  him  dead,  a  shot  having  passed  through  his  body. 
I  took  his  sword,  belt,  and  glove,  and  then,  oh !  how  I  did  run  for  a  little 
way.  The  rebels  fired  about  twenty  shots  at  me.  I  had  only  got  a  few 
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hundred  yards  when  I  met  a  poor  fellow,  a  master’s  mate  from  the  Tus- 
carora.  He  was  wounded  in  the  back  and  leg.  I  helped  him  down  the 
beach  about  2  miles,  when  I  came  to  a  camp  tire  where  our  surgeons 
were  attending  the  wounded.  While  I  lay  in  my  hole  under  the  fort  I 
could  hear  our  soldiers  fighting,  their  cheering  when  they  gained  another 
mound,  and  the  rebels  with  their  battle  yell. 

The  rebels  fired  grape  several  times  at  the  party  under  the  palisades. 
I  don’t  like  them  at  all.  The  soldiers  took  over  two  thousand  prison¬ 
ers.  There  were  2,300  rebels  in  the  fort  and  2,500  of  our  soldiers  in  the 
assault.  About  000  fell  in  the  assault  and  200  more  were  killed  by  an 
explosion  the  next  morning.  The  cause  is  not  known ;  supposed  to  have 
been  caused  through  carelessness  of  some  of  our  soldiers  with  a  naked 
light  going  into  a  magazine. 

There  were  52  guns  in  the  fort,  all  very  heavy  ones,  besides  a  great 
many  small  fieldpieces.  Of  these  heavy  guns  35  were  dismounted  or 
rendered  unfit  for  service  by  the  fire  of  the  fleet.  The  general  shape  of 
the  fort  is  about  the  same  as  before  our  hammering,  but  there  is  hardly 
a  square  foot  of  the  fort  that  has  not  been  struck  by  our  shell,  each 
making  a  deep  hole.  The  bombproofs  of  the  fort  were  full  of  wounded 
men  and  the  dead  were  lying  in  every  direction,  some  terribly  torn  by 
shell.  There  was  one  magnificent  gun  in  a  battery  just  below  Fort 
Fisher — 150-pounder  Armstrong.  It  was  presented  to  Jeff.  Davis  by  Sir 
W.  J.  Armstrong.  It  was  kept  bright  and  mounted  on  a  mahogany 
carriage,  beautifully  mounted  with  brass.  General  Beauregard  visited 
this  fort  a  few  days  before  our  attack  and  said  that  it  could  not  be 
taken;  that  it  was  the  strongest  work  in  America.  Immediately  after 
Mr.  Butler  ran  away  on  his  mule  captured  here.  The  ladies  of  Wil¬ 
mington  held  a  grand  picnic  in  honor  of  having  driven  the  Yankees 
away.  I  saw  some  of  the  remains — champagne  bottles  lying  about  the 
ground.  Now  is  our  turn  to  have  a  picnic  there. 

After  arriving  at  the  hospital  I  busied  myself  till  near  10  trying  to 
get  boats  to  carry  off  the  wounded.  At  last  one  of  the  boats  from  our 
ship  coming  ashore,  I  filled  it  with  wounded  men  and  came  off  to  the 
ship.  They  were  indeed  surprised  to  see  me,  as  a  few  of  the  men  who 
had  returned  on  board  all  said  they  had  seen  me  fall  at  the  palisades. 
I  fell  over  men  several  times  in  front  of  me,  but  soon  got  up  again. 
The  commodore  would  hardly  believe  it  was  1. 

At  half-past  10  signal  was  made  to  the  fleet  that  the  fort  was  ours. 
The  whole  fleet  gave  three  rousing  cheers,  threw  up  rockets,  burned 
blue  lights,  and  blew  their  whistles.  I  took  charge  of  our  whistle  and 
made  it  express  my  sentiments  in  many  a  loud  blast.  1  have  visited 
the  fort  and  will  tell  you  all  about  it  myself.  I  dated  at  sea;  we  are 
now  on  our  way  north — first  to  Norfolk  and  then  to  New  V  ork.  I  hope 
to  be  with  you  very  soon.  I  am  too  tired  to  write  any  more  to-night. 
Good  night. 

Your  loving  brother,  Johnnie. 


Report  o'  Gunner  Waugh,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  bursting  of  a  Parrott  rifle  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  in  the  action  of  the  15th  instant, 
the  forward  pivot,  Parrott  rifle  150  pounder  No.  82,  burst,  carrying 
away  the  upper  portion  of  the  gun  and  right  trunnion,  extending  from 
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the  band,  thence  a  distance  of  5£  feet  toward  the  muzzle.  The  breech 
is  cracked  in  half  and  only  held  together  by  the  band.  Ihe  gun  has 
been  fired  256  times,  with  a  charge  of  16  pounds  of  powder.  The  gun 
had  been  fired  during  the  action  88  times,  at  an  elevation  of  4  degrees, 
and  had  become  much  heated. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  J.  Waugh, 

Gunner ,  U.  8.  Navy . 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna. 


Report  of  Gunner  Waugh,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  expenditure  of  ammunition  on  the 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna, 

At  Sea ,  January  18 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  report  the  following  amount  of  ammunition 
expended,  arms  and  equipments  lost,  and  damage  sustained  by  the  gun 
carriages  during  the  bombardment  and  assault  upon  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
13tli  and  15th  January,  1865: 

643  IX-inch  10-pound  cartridges. 

573  IX-inch  shell,  10  second. 

70  IX-inch  shell,  15  second. 

215  150-pounder  16-pound  cartridges. 

215  150-pounder  shell,  percussion. 

42  12-pounder  rifle,  1 -pound  cartridges. 

24  12-pounder  rifle  shell,  Hotchkiss. 

18  12-pounder  rifle  shell,  Dahlgren. 

1,000  revolver  cartridges. 

17  revolvers,  Whitneys. 

The  front  transom  and  right  bracket  of  the  forward  pivot  carriage 
are  broken,  as  also  the  arm  of  the  elevating  screw. 

Three  of  the  IX-inch  gun  carriages  have  the  roller  handspike  plates 
sprung,  and  one  of  them  entirely  off'. 

The  plates  on  the  dumb  trucks  of  six  IX-inch  carriages  are  off. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  J.  Waugh, 

Gunner ,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Francis  B.  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy, 

(J.  8.  Frigate  Susquehanna . 


la  revolvers,  frogs. 

1  revolver  box. 

4  swords,  Ames. 

8  swords,  frogs. 

2  pikes,  boarding. 

21  waist  belts. 

2  sets  of  boat  traverses. 

2  sets  of  landing  skids. 

2  sets  tracks  for  field  carriages. 


Report  of  Carpenter  Miller,  XT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  sustained  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Susque¬ 
hanna. 

U.  S.  Frigate  Susquehanna, 

At  Sea ,  January  19,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  damages  this 
ship  sustained  during  the  action  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  13th,  14th,  and 
15th  instant: 

The  starboard  battery  being  engaged,  the  concussion  ripped  off  much 
of  the  light  joinerwork  fore  and  aft  on  the  starboard  after  guard,  the 
framework  started,  and  joinerwork  torn  off;  decks  much  started  and 
leaking  badly;  both  launches  stove  to  pieces,  being  used  by  the  army 
in  landing  artillery  from  the  army  transports. 

The  ship  wants  general  repairs  throughout.  The  fore  yardarm  ©n 
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the  starboard  side  carried  away  by  a  piece  of  the  forward  pivot  gun 
(150-pounder)  bursting. 

No  other  serious  damages  in  carpenter’s  department. 

All  of  which  is  submitted. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  E.  Miller, 

Carpenter. 

Lieutenant-Commander  F.  B.  Blake. 


Report  of  Surgeon  Barclay,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Susquehanna. 

Killed  and  wounded  in  assault. 


Name. 


Rate. 


Thomas  Brennan  .... 

Thomas  Scott . 

N.  S.  [Then.]  Minkotf 

William  Wallace . 

Jacob  Wagner . 

John  Costello . 

Robert  Currie . 

John  Keating . 

Herbert  Westbrook.. 

William  Brown . 

White  Hewlett . 

Edward  Butler . 

Howard  R.  Cbellis  . .. 
Charles  Bent . . 


Private,  Marine  Corps _ 

Seaman . 

Private,  Marine  Corps _ 

Lieutenant.  Marine  Corps 

Quartermaster . 

Private,  Marine  Corps _ 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Boatswain's  mate . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

_ do . 

Corporal,  Marine  Corps  . . 

Seaman . 

Landsman . 

Ordinary  seaman . 


Remarks. 


Killed. 

Do. 

Do. 

Wounded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 


The  following-named  men  were  wounded  by  the  bursting  of  the  for¬ 
ward  pivot  rifled  gun: 


IS'anie. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

William  Taylor . 

Coal  heaver . 

Wounded. 

Thomas  Arnold . 

Landsman . 

Severe  contusion  of  entire  tliorax,  from  force  of 
blast  issuing  from  fractured  portion  of  gun. 

Dennis  Walsh . 

Coal  heaver . 

Wounded. 

William  Lewis . 

Captain  forecastle . 

Do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  O’C.  Barclay, 

Surgeon. 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Comdg.  Fourth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Schenck,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  third  division,  regarding  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  IT.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

[Dayton,  Ohio,  June  27,  1865.} 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan 
(first  class),  under  my  command,  was  got  underway  at  7  a.  m.  on  the 
13th  of  January  and  took  her  position  as  assigned  by  you  in  line  of 
battle  immediately  after  all  boats  were  sent  to  assist  in  the  landing  of 
the  troops.  At  8:15  a.  m.  signal  was  made  to  anchor.  At  3  p.  m.  the 
boats  returned,  got  underway,  and  steamed  into  line.  At  3 :30  p.m. 
anchored  in  the  position  assigned  me,  and  immediately  commenced 
firing  upon  Fort  Fisher  and  the  batteries  between  the  fort  and  Mound, 
which  was  vigorously  continued  until  0:30  p.  m.,  when, in  obedience  to 
the  signal,  1  hauled  out  to  a  safe  anchorage  for  the  night. 
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On  the  14th  my  launches  were  employed  in  assisting  in  the  landing 
of  artillery,  ammunition,  provisions,  etc.,  for  the  troops. 

On  the  15th,  at  5  a.  in.,  took  my  position  in  the  line  of  battle.  At 
10:20,in  obedience  to  the  signal,  called  away  all  armed  boats.  At 
10:40  the  boats  left  the  ship  with  100  seamen  and  marines,  about  an 
equal  number  of  each,  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officei  George  M. 
Bache  in  command,  First  Lieutenant  F.  H.  Corrie  in  chargeof  maiiues. 
At  11:25  a.  m.  anchored  according  to  instructions  and  commenced  the 
engagement  with  the  starboard  battery,  viz,  1  XI- inch  pivot  gun  ate, 
and  11  IX-inch  guns  in  battery,  having  substituted  2  IX  inch  tor  the 
100-pounder  Parrott  pivot  gunforward,  and  1  IX-inch  for  the  100-pounder 
Parrott  broadside  gun.  I  had,  before  going  into  the  action  at  all, 
transferred  the  port  battery  to  the  starboard  side,  so  as  to  avoid  using 
those  guns,  which  had  been  pretty  severely  tested  in  the  previous 
attacks  upon  the  fort  on  the  24th  and  25th  ot  December.  A  rapid  and 
effective  tire  was  kept  up  on  the  tort  until  the  assault  was  about  to  be 
made  by  the  sailors  and  marines,  when  our  attention  was  directed  to 
the  Mound  and  the  batteries  along  the  beach.  As  all  our  operations 
were  conducted  under  your  immediate  supervision,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  further  details  of  transactions  which  you  witnessed,  but  in 
justice  to  the  gallant  officers  and  crew  under  my  immediate  command, 
1  feel  bound  to  call  your  attention  to  the  coolness,  courage,  and  alac¬ 
rity  with  which  they  performed  their  duty.  As  a  much  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  officers  and  men  volunteered  to  land  with  the  attacking  party 
than  could  be  spared  from  the  ship,  the  delicate  duty  devolved  upon 
me  of  making  the  selection.  Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer  George 
M.  Bache  claimed  the  right  to  command  by  virtue  of  seniority.  Ensign 
Ira  Harris,  jr.,  claimed  that  he  had  a  better  right  because  he  was  one 
of  many  children  and  not  the  only  child  of  his  parents,  as  was  the  case 
with  his  friend  and  competitor.  Acting  Ensign  Robley  D.  Evans 
founded  his  claim  upon  the  fact  of  the  other  members  of  his  family 
being  actively  engaged  among  the  rebels.  All  three  of  these  officers 
were  wounded  in  the  assault,  the  last  named,  I  fear,  will  be  perma¬ 
nently  disabled.  How  well  the  landing  party  performed  its  duty  may 
be  judged  of  from  the  fact  that  full  one- third  was  killed  and  wounded. 
It  is  due  to  the  marines  of  this  ship  and  to  their  commander,  First- 
Lieutenant  F.  H.  Corrie,  to  say  that  tlie  utmost  alacrity  and  cheerful¬ 
ness  were  shown  in  the  performance  of  their  duty.  The  officers  and  men 
who  remained  by  the  ship  conducted  themselves  throughout  the  action 
in  a  manner  every  way  creditable. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Findlay  Sohenck, 
Commodore,  Commanding  Third  Division. 

Rear  Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Schenck,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  regarding  casu¬ 
alties. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  report  of  Surgeon  Mayo  of  cas¬ 
ualties,  in  addition  to  which  I  have  to  report: 

James  Flanuigau,  ordinary  seaman,  killed. 

George  Jones,  calker,  killed. 

Archibald  Campbell,  landsman,  killed. 
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Missing. — Robert  Dougherty,  landsman;  Daniel  B.  Shields,  lands¬ 
man;  Corporal  Rulon,  marine;  Musician  Bourke,  marine;  Private 
Benson,  marine;  Private  Wasmuth,  marine;  Private  Hicks,  marine; 
Private  O’Brien,  2d,  marine. 

I  have  a  boat  with  an  officer  on  shore  in  search  of  the  missing. 

I  have  ascertained  that  Ensign  R.  D.  Evans  was  taken  on  board  the 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  seriously  wounded,  and  is  doing  well,  and  that 
George  E.  Putt,  captain  hold,  was  taken  on  board  the  Colorado ,  where 
he  died  of  his  wounds. 

The  4  men  slightly  wounded  will  be  lit  for  duty  in  a  few  days  and 
have  not  been  sent  to  the  hospital  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Soiienck, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Schneck,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  return  of  missing  men. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  my  report  of  casualties  yesterday  the  following  men  were 
returned  as  missing.  I  have  now  to  report  Corporal  Rulon,  marine; 
Musician  Bourke,  marine;  Private  Benson,  marine;  Private  Hicks, 
marine;  Private  O’Brien,  2d,  marine;  Daniel  B.  Shields,  landsman,  as 
having  returned  on  board. 

Private  Wasmuth,  marine,  it  is  said,  is  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort 
Jachson ,  seriously  wounded.  Robert  Dougherty,  landsman,  still 
missing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  SCHENCK, 

Commodore ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Roport  of  Surgeon  Mayo,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualities  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  16 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  from 
the  recent  assault  on  Fort  Fisher: 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

George  M.  Bache . 

Lieutenant . . 

Wound  of  right  shoulder. 

Wound  of  right  leg. 

Wound  of  thigh. 

Wound  of  both  thighs. 

Wound  of  left  arm  and  side. 
Wound  of  right  arm. 

Wound  ofleft  thigh. 

Wound  of  head;  slight. 

Right  thigh;  slight. 

Upper  lip;  slight. 

Right  foot. 

Right  shoulder  and  back. 

Owen  Daly  . . 

Private,  marine . 

James  Cowan . . . 

H.  N.  Barrow . 

James  Casgriff . .  - . 

Charles  Normami . 

Abijab  Ball . .  - . -  -  - 

Private,  marine . 

Third-ciass  bov . - . 

Private,  marine . 

Carpenter's  mate . 

Corporal,  marine . 

Patrick  O’Donnell . 

Private,  marine . 
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No. 


Name. 


13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


Robert  H.  Roselle . 
Thomas  Crunnusy 

Will  Kegal . '. 

Frank  Aleck . 

R.  I).  Evans . 

George  F.  Putt  . . . 


Rate. 


Armorer . 

Seaman . 

Private,  marine 
Private,  marine 

Ensign . 

Captain  of  hold 


» - 

Remarks. 


Wound  of  breast;  slight. 

Wound  of  right  leg. 

Wound  of  abdomen. 

Wound  of  thigh. 

Reported  shot  through  both  legs. 
Reported  killed. 


Yery  respectfully, 


Henry  O.  Mayo, 

Surgeon. 


Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  and,  Third  Division , 

North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commodore  Schenck,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  sustained  by  Lieutenant  f  orrie, 

TJ.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  In  addition  to  other  casualties  I  have  to  report  First  Lieutenant 
[F.  H.]  Corrie,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  as  having  been  badly  ruptured  in 
line  of  duty  in  making  the  assault.  On  recommendation  of  the  surgeon 
he  has  been  transferred  to  the  hospital  ship  Fort  Jackson. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  Schenck, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan  and  Third  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Georgetown ,  S.  C.,  January  26,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  your 
orders  and  signals  of  the  13th  instant,  I  proceeded  in  with  this  steamer 
on  the  morning  of  that  day,  in  company  with  the  fleet  under  your  com¬ 
mand,  taking  my  position  in  the  line  of  battle  as  per  special  chart  fur¬ 
nished,  and  which  was  on  the  outside  of  line  No.  2  and  between  the  U.  S. 
steamers  Powhatan  and  Juniata,  which  line  steered  in  toward  a  battery 
near  which  the  army  transports  were  anchored  preparatory  to  the  land¬ 
ing  of  the  troops.  At  8 : 40  a.  in.,  by  signal  from  your  vessel,  dispatched 
the  launch,  first  and  second  cutters,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  S.  L. 
Griffin,  Oliver  Swain,  and  S.  E.  Willits,  to  go  alongside  the  army  trans¬ 
ports  and  assist  the  boats  of  the  fleet  in  landing  the  troops. 

At  9:25  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  outside  the  transports,  in  company 
with  the  vessels  of  line  No.  2,  to  cover  the  landing.  At  3 : 20  p.  m.,  the 
boats  having  returned  from  the  duty  upon  which  they  had  been  sent, 
signals  were  again  made  from  your  ship  to  “  get  underway,”  u  form 
line  of  battle,”  and  u  take  your  stations,”  when  the  line  proceeded  in 
toward  Fort  Fisher,  and  at  5:20  p.  m.  let  go  kedge  anchor  astern, 
abreast  of  stern  of  TJ.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  and  worked  into  position.  Let 
go  starboard  anchor,  veering  to  30  fathoms  chain,  immediately  after¬ 
wards  opening  fire  with  No.  3,  Xl-incli  gun,  and  then  successively  with 
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starboard  broadside  and  pivot  guns;  using  percussion  shells  with  the 
rifle  guns,  and  10-second  fuzes  with  VTlI-iucli  and  Xl-inch  shell  guns; 
which  tiring  was  kept  up  vigorously  and  with  telling  effect  upon  Fort 
Fisher  until  G:05  p.  m.,  when  a  tug  came  within  hail,  conveying  orders 
from  you  to  discontinue  tiring  and  withdraw  from  action.  Weighed 
and  stood  out  to  southward  and  eastward,  and  in  company  with  other 
vessels  came  to  with  starboard  anchor  in  7  fathoms  water. 

On  the  following  day  (14th  instant)  the  ironclads  and  vessels  of  line 
No.  1,  under  the  batteries  only,  keeping  up  a  heavy  tire  upon  them, 
and  apparently  doing  great  execution. 

On  Sunday,  January  15,  a  little  after  midnight,  received  verbal  orders 
from  a  tug  which  came  near  and  hailed,  giving  orders  from  you  to  get 
underway  at  5  a.  m.,  and  as  soon  after  as  signals  could  be  seen  ‘‘Form 
line  of  battle.”  Steamed  soon  afterwards  into  line,  subsequently  heav¬ 
ing  to  and  steaming  ahead  slowly  to  maintain  position,  and  governed 
by  the  movements  of  the  leadiug  ships,  the  boats  being  prepared  in  the 
meantime  to  land  officers  and  men  for  the  assault  on  the  enemy’s 
works.  At  10:20  a.  in.,  by  signal,  the  boats,  three  in  number,  consist¬ 
ing  of  launch,  first  and  second  cutters,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  W.  N.  Allen,  ActingEnsigns  S.  L.  Griffin  and  Oliver  Swain, 
assisted  by  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Arthur  F.  Aldrich  and  Acting  Third 
Assistant  Eugineer  William  B.  Snow,  with  41  seamen,  landsmen,  and 
coal  heavers  and  14  marines,  left  the  ship  with  orders  to  proceed  along¬ 
side  the  flagship  for  instructions,  from  whence  they  proceeded,  with 
numerous  boats  from  other  ships,  to  the  beach,  upon  which  they  landed, 
preparatory  to  an  assault  to  be  made  on  the  works  of  the  enemy,  the 
ships  of  the  line  taking  their  positions  in  battle,  as  signaled  to,  and 
opening  tire  upon  the  enemy. 

At  12:10  p.  m.  your  signal  to  take  my  position  was  immediately 
complied  with;  and  at  12:20p.  m.,  having  reached  position  between  the 
U.  S.  S.  Powhatan  on  starboard  quarter  and  Juniata  on  starboard 
bow,  came  to  anchor  with  kedge  and  hawser  astern,  and  with  starboard 
anchor  ahead,  in  5  fathoms  water,  I  again  opened  a  rapid  tire  with 
starboard  battery  on  the  works  of  Fort  Fisher,  using  similar  projectiles 
as  on  the  13th,  and  on  which  batteries  tire  was  continued  until  3:05 
p.  m.,  when  signal  2211  was  made  by  you,  and  the  steam  whistles  ot 
the  fleet  blown  “to  change  fire  ”  to  the  Mound,  which  was  immediately 
complied  with,  but  only  with  the  XI  inch  and  100  pounder  Parrott, 
not  being  able  to  give  sufficient  elevation  to  the  Vlli-inch  shell  guns. 
During  this  period  and  until  the  tiring  closed,  capital  gunnery  practice 
was  seen,  made  by  the  captains  of  the  guns,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  officers  of  divisions. 

Though  shot  and  shell  fell  around  the  ship  in  every  direction,  it  is 
truly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  not  one  struck,  nor  had  1  any 
casualty  to  fall  upon  anyone  on  board  during  the  bombardment;  but 
regret  to  add  that  on  the  return  of  the  boats  to  the  ship  at  sundown  1 
was  grieved  to  learn  that  during  the  assault  made  on  shore  John  Camp¬ 
bell  (yeoman),  William  H.  Bedding  (captain  forecastle),  and  John 
McAdams  (seaman),  had  been  killed,  and  that  in  the  boats  alongside 
were  nine  persons,  .-.ome  seriously  wounded,  among  whom  were  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  Weld  X.  Allen  (executive  officer),  John  Hale  (coal 
heaver),  John  Morris  (seaman),  James  B.  Jenkins  (marine),  Duncan 
Dunbar  (landsman),  Emanuel  P.  Blackwood  (ordinary  seaman),  Frank 
Barry  (landsman),  A.  Collum  (corporal  marines),  Philip  Baker  (seaman), 
and  three  others  too  badly  wounded  to  be  brought  on  board,  but  who 
were  placed  on  board  the  U.  S.  S.  Nansemond ,  viz,  Acting  Master’s 
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Mate  Arthur  F.  Aldrich,  Robert  Guuuett  (seaman),  anil  John  Eagan 
(coxswain). 

On  the  following  day  Thomas  J.  Lynch  (marine)  was  found  missing, 
supposed  to  have  been  blown  up  in  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  of 
Fort  Fisher,  as  he  was  seen  there  a  few  minutes  previous  to  that 
accident. 

At  or  about  10  p.  m.  of  the  loth  lights  appeared  in  the  fort,  succeeded 
by  such  glorious  cheers  we  were  convinced  that  our  forces  were  in  pos¬ 
session,  and  which  was  confirmed  by  rockets  and  lights  from  the  vessels 
of  the  tleet  soon  afterwards. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  that  every  officer  and  man  on 
board  displayed  the  greatest  zeal  to  perform  and  carry  out  the  discip¬ 
line  of  the  service  and  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  required  of 
him,  and  it  would  be  invidious  to  mention  any  one  as  superior  over  others. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  ZJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commander  Frailey,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S  S.  Tuscarora,  regarding  the 

assaulting  party  from  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  I  respectfully  report  that 
a  company  consisting  of  5  officers,  55  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  lands¬ 
men,  and  marines,  was  organized  and  landed  on  the  15th  instant  to 
assist  in  the  assault  made  that  day  on  Fort  Fisher  by  a  portion  of  com¬ 
bined  crews  of  all  the  vessels  attached  to  the  squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  1ST.  Allen,  commanding  the  detachment 
from  this  vessel,  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  all  the  officers  and  men  advanced  to  the  attack,  but  in 
which  they  were,  unfortunately,  repulsed,  with  the  loss  of  3  men  killed 
and  12  wounded.  One  marine,  Thomas  Lynch,  missing,  supposed  to 
have  been  blown  up  by  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  this  morning, 
being  seen  there  by  a  shipmate  a  short  time  previous  to  the  explosion. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  names  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing: 

Killed. — John  Campbell,  yeoman;  John  W.  Redding,  coxswain;  John 
McAdams,  seaman. 

Wounded. — Lieutenant-Commander  Weld  1ST.  Allen,  left  elbow  joint; 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  A.  F.  Aldrich,  hip,  seriously;  Robert  Guimett, 
seaman,  badly  in  shoulder;  John  Eagan,  captain  top,  in  the  neck;  John 
Hale,  coal  heaver,  seriously  in  breast;  John  Morris,  seaman,  seriously 
in  breast;  James  B.  Jenkins,  marine,  in  hip;  Duncan  Dunbar,  lands¬ 
man,  in  the  neck;  Emanuel  P.  Blackwood,  ordinary  seaman,  wrist; 
Frank  Barry,  landsman,  in  the  side  and  hand;  Philip  Baker,  seaman, 
in  the  side;  Corporal  A.  Collum,  marine,  in  wrist  and  shoulder. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Madison  Frailey, 

Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  I).  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Juniata 

U.  S.  S.  Juniata, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  16 ,  1S65. 

Sir:  I  Lave  the  lionor  to  report  that  during  the  bombardment  of 
Fort  Fisher,  on  the  13th,  this  ship  sustained  no  damage  whatever.  On 
the  loth  one  shell  passed  through  the  mam  rigging,  carrying  away  one 
starboard  and  two  port  shrouds.  One  shell  came  inboard,  struck  the 
chase  of  the  disabled  100-pounder  gun,  exploded,  wounded  4  men,  and 
dented  the  smokestack.  Another  exploded  under  the  starboard  bow, 
from  which  no  injury  was  sustained,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained. 

Sixteen  rounds  were  fired  on  the  first  day  and  105  on  the  last,  and 
most  of  the  shells  were  well  planted,  only  a  few  bursting  short. 

Forty-five  men  and  20  marines  composed  the  storming  party,  under 
the  charge  of  Acting  Master  Charles  II.  Hamilton,  Ensign  Charles 
McGregor,  and  Master’s  Mates  (acting)  George  H.  Prescott  and  W.  F. 
Warnick. 

I  can  not  speak  too  highly  in  praise  of  the  bravery  and  coolness  dis¬ 
played  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel.  Individually  they  per¬ 
formed  their  duty  nobly  and  did  all  their  country  could  require  of  them. 
On  three  occasions  they  were  well  tested,  and  I  judged  from  the  number 
of  shots  which  passed  over  and  fell  around  us  that  the  enemy  occasion¬ 
ally  selected  the  Juniata  for  a  target. 

Where  all  behaved  so  well,  it  seems  invidious  to  make  a  selection, 
but  I  must  beg  leave  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  cool,  gallant, 
and  able  manner  in  which  the  executive  officer,  Lieutenant  Frederick  V. 
McNair,  performed  his  whole  duty. 

The  number  of  casualties  and  amount  of  injuries  sustained,  together 
with  the  quantity  of  ammunition  expended,  will  be  found  in  the  accom¬ 
panying  reports  of  the  surgeon,  engineer,*  boatswain,*  gunner,*  and 
carpenter.* 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Phelps, 
Lieutenant  Commander ,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  /Squadron,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Surgeon  Gorgas,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Juniata. 

U.  S.  S.  Juniata, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  this  ship  in 
yesterday’s  engagement  with  the  forts  and  batteries  ashore: 

Killed  ( and  buried  ashore). 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

1 

Charles  H.  Fremont . 

Quarter  gunner . 

Bullet  through  the  head. 

2 

Sevren  0.  Smith . 

Captain  forecastle . 

Do. 

3 

Edward  Lindsay . 

Landsman . 

Bullet  wound  in  right  hip,  and  left  leg 
broken  by  grapeshot;  found  drowned. 

I  Supposed  to  have  been  killed  by  an  es- 
)  plosion  ashore;  bodies  not  found. 

5 

Edward  Brennan . 

Marine . 

Total  killed,  5. 


Reports  not  found. 
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Wounded. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Charles  H.  Hamilton . 

Robert  Wilson . 

Acting  master . 

Captain  after  guard  .... 

Remarks. 


Powder  burn  on  tbe  face  from  tlie  burst¬ 
ing  of  a  musket. 

Bullet  wound  of  the  right  shoulder. 
Bullet  wound  of  right  knee. 

Bullet  wound  of  left  leg. 

Shell  wound  left  knee. 


Tlie  above  were  wounded  ashore  in  the  storming  party. 
The  following  were  wounded  aboard  ship: 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

6 

7 

Shell  wounds  face  and  right  forearm. 
Shell  wounds  hack;  slight. 

Powder  burn  of  the  face  and  right  hand 
from  the  explosion  of  a  shell. 

8 

9 

Thomas  Mahoney . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

10 

Henry  Williams . 

Seaman . 

Reported  to  have  a  bullet  wound  in  the 
chest.  This  man  has  not  arrived  on 
board  ship  yet. 

Total  wounded,  10. 


John  W.  Baker’s  wound  is  very  severe  and  he  will  probably  lose  his 
leg.  The  rest  of  the  wounded  are  likely  to  do  well. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Albert  C.  Gorgas, 

Surgeon,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Thomas  S.  Phelps, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Juniata. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Hamilton,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  burial  of  the  killed. 

U.  S.  Ship  Juniata, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  Cape  Fear  [River],  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders  to  me  this  morning,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  statements: 

1  counted  49  bodies  on  the  ground,  including  an  officer  belonging  to 
the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  and  who  lay  on  the  ground  until  all,  excepting 
10  or  11,  were  buried.  Toward  noon,  having  been  on  my  feet  for 
thirty-six  hours,  and  my  face,  which  was  badly  burned  yesterday  by 
the  bursting  of  a  musket  alongside  of  me,  paining  me  exceedingly,  I 
was  forced  to  go  on  board,  leaving  10  or  11  unburied;  whereof  about 
half  belonged  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Powhatan,  and  one  to  the  Malvern,  killed 
by  the  explosion  at  the  fort. 

It  was  impossible  to  find  out  the  names  of  many  of  the  killed.  I 
buried  1  marine  and  8  sailors,  that  nobody  on  the  ground  recognized,  in 
one  trench. 

Going  on  board,  1  reported  on  board  the  Powhatan  that  several  of 
their  men  were  lying  on  the  beach. 

Having  neither  pencil  nor  paper,  I  could  not  take  down  the  names  of 
the  men  that  were  recognized;  but  with  the  exception  of  the  9  afore¬ 
mentioned,  and  the  bodies  I  left  behind,  they  were  all  buried  by  their 
own  shipmates. 

I  buried  3  belonging  to  this  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  H.  Hamilton, 

Acting  Master ,  U.  S.  8.  Juniata. 

Lieutenant-Commander  K.  K.  Breese, 

Fleet  Captain,  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  U.  S.  8.  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Captain  Ridgely,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah. 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  17,  18G5. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the 
bombardment  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher: 

January  13,  at  8: 10  a.  m.,  I  sent  this  ship’s  boats  to  assist  in  landing 
the  troops.  At  3: 10  p.  m.  got  underway  and  took  our  position  in  line 
of  battle. 

At  5  o’clock  anchored  iu  our  station  and  opened  fire  on  the  batteries 
between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound  with  good  effect. 

At  G:  05  p.  m.  ceased  firing  in  obedience  to  signal,  and  stood  to  the 
northward  and  eastward. 

January  14,  at  4  p.  m.,  we  were  signaled  by  the  admiral  to  come 
within  hail,  and  ordered  to  go  under  the  stern  of  the  Broolclyn  and 
open  fire. 

We  anchored  in  that  position,  and  were  ordered  to  weigh  and  stand 
closer  in.  We  stood  in  to  4J  fathoms  and  opened  fire  with  effect.  At 
6:40  p.  m.  was  ordered  to  cease  firing  and  fire  in  our  turn  for  one 
hour  during  the  night. 

At  3 : 05  a.  m.  opened  fire  for  one  hour. 

At  9:30  p.  m.  was  ordered  by  the  dispatch  boat  to  take  our  position 
in  line  of  battle  next  morning. 

At  daylight  got  underway  and  stood  out  to  our  station  in  line. 

At  9:48  a.  m.  sent  the  first  and  second  launches  and  first  cutter  with 
the  storming  party,  consisting  of  54  men  and  14  marines,  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Nichols,  the  executive  officer,  Ensign  Sands, 
and  Boatswain  J.  H.  Polley. 

At  11  a.  m.  was  signaled  by  the  admiral  to  fire  at  a  steamer  in  the 
river.  I  immediately  steamed  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  the 
steamer  in  the  meantime  having  run  up  the  river  out  of  sight. 

At  11:  45  was  ordered  to  take  our  station  in  line.  We  anchored, 
head  and  stern,  one  ship’s  length  ahead  of  the  Juniata ,  and  opened 
fire  on  the  batteries  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound  with  good 
effect,  until  ordered  to  change  the  direction  of  our  fire  on  the  Mound. 
The  shots  came  over  and  around  us,  but  none  struck  us. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  sir.  on  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  one  of 
the  most  formidable  of  forts,  which  was  so  damaged  by  the  bombard¬ 
ment  of  the  fleet  that  it  was  carried  by  the  first  assault. 

I  enclose  Lieutenant  Nichols’  report  of  the  storming  party  from  this 
ship,  which  will  speak  for  itself. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  cool  bearing  of 
Lieutenant  S.  W.  Nichols,  the  executive  officer,  and  the  other  officers 
and  crew  of  this  ship  during  the  bombardment. 

I  enclose  a  memorandum  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Daniel  B.  Eidgely, 

Captain,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  P.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Nichols,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  II.  S.  S. 

Shenandoah. 


U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Off  Neic  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  leaving  this  ship  on  the 
miorning  of  the  15th  instant,  in  charge  of  assaulting  party  of  this  ship, 
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consisting  of  54  men-  and  a  sergeant’s  guard  of  marines,  with  Ensign 
J.  II.  Sands  and  Boatswain  J.  H.  Polley,  I  passed  within  hail  of  the 
Malvern ,  and  was  there  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
Breese  on  shore. 

Arrived  on  shore,  leaving  two  men  as  boat  keepers  in  each  of  the 
three  boats,  reported  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Breese  and  was  by  him 
placed  in  the  third  division,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge.  The  marines  were  ordered  elsewhere.  On  the  charge  our 
men  were  orderly,  kept  together,  did  not  drop  except  when  ordered  to 
do  so,  and  when  the  stockade  in  front  of  the  fort  was  reached  were 
among  the  foremost,  and  were  among  the  last  to  fall  back.  Robert 
Esler,  second  captain  forecastle,  remained  with  me  and  other  officers 
and  men  behind  the  stockade  until  dark,  when  we  all  succeeded  in 
getting  away. 

I  found  that  marines  Charles  Smith,  Adolph.  Burton,  Wilmer  D. 
Lyne,  James  Whyte,  Thomas  S.  Brown,  all  of  this  ship,  had  remained 
near  Fort  Fisher  until  dark,  not  having  fallen  back  with  their  own  line. 

On  arriving  down  the  beach  I  found  that  Ensign  Sands  and  Boat¬ 
swain  Polley  had  rallied  all  the  men  of  this  ship  during  the  retreat, 
had  found  all  the  wounded  of  our  own  men,  7  in  number,  and  had  sent 
them  on  board  and  rendered  good  service  to  other  wounded  men  of  the 
assaulting  party. 

Our  men  here  maintained  the  sailor  discipline,  obeying  their  officers 
cheerfully,  ready  and  willing  to  do  whatever  was  required  of  them. 
None  left  the  shore  except  those  ordered  to  take  oft"  the  wounded. 
Ensign  Sands  and  Boatswain  Polley  deserve  the  highest  praise  for  the 
zeal  and  energy  shown  throughout. 

At  night  the  sailors  and  marines  relieved  the  garrison  at  army  head¬ 
quarters.  On  being  relieved  in  the  morning  were  ordered  up  the  beach 
to  bury  the  dead.  Arriving  there  and  finding  the  burial  party  of  suffi¬ 
cient  force,  returned  to  the  boats,  thence  to  the  ship. 

I  am  happy  to  state  that  none  of  our  men  were  killed,  and  that  the 
color  bearers,  two  in  number,  returned  each  with  his  flag. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  would  beg  leave  to  state  that  all  of  our  men 
behaved  in  such  a  gallant  manner  that  I  would  consider  it  invidious  to 
make  any  distinctions.  Each  and  all  deserve  the  highest  commenda¬ 
tion  for  their  coolness  and  courage  under  the  most  trying  circumstances, 
and  fully  sustained  the  hard-earned  reputation  of  the  American  sailor. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Smith  W.  Nichols, 
Lieutenant ,  77.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Command  ing  Shenandoah. 


Report  of  Surgeon  McMaster,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah, 

Off  Netv  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  16 ,  1865. 

Sir:  Herewith  subjoined  is  a  correct  list  of  the  casualties  occurring 
among  the  crew  of  this  vessel  in  the  assault  on  the  enemy’s  works  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  15th  instant.  No  casualties  have  occurred  on 
shipboard : 

Thomas  Clark,  ordinary  seaman,  ad.  20;  native  of  Ireland;  shipped 
at  New  York,  November  22, 1804;  occupation  mariner;  hazel  eyes,  dark 
hair,  fair  complexion;  5  feet  3|  inches  high ;  vulnus  sclopetic.  Wounded 
by  a  grapeshot  at  the  junction  of  upper  and  middle  third  of  left  arm; 
deep  tlesh  wound,  not  dangerous,  though  severe;  sent  to  hospital. 
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John  J.  Thompson,  quartermaster,  cet.  31;  native  of  New  Jersey; 
shipped  at  Philadelphia,  May  2,  1S64;  occupation  mariner;  gray  eyes, 
dark  hair,  fair  complexion;  5  feet  10  inches  liigh;  vulnus  sclopetic. 
Wounded  by  a  musket  ball  passing  from  lower  external  third  of  arm 
and  passing  out  at  junction  of  middle  and  upper  third  of  arm  on  inner 
side;  wound  severe,  though  not  dangerous;  remains  on  board  at  his 
own  request. 

Frank  C.  Williams,  seaman,  cet.  21;  native  of  Maine;  shipped  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  May  4,  1804;  occupation  mariner;  blue  eyes,  brown  hair, 
florid  complexion ;  5  feet?  inches  high;  vulnus  sclopetic.  Has  a  musket- 
ball  wound  above  the  kueejoint  about  3  inches;  no  exit  wound;  has 
musket-ball  wound  in  lower  third  of  right  leg;  exit  wound  2  inches 
above  on  external  side;  both  wounds  severe;  not  dangerous;  sent  to 
hospital. 

William  H.  Cain,  coal  heaver,  cet.  19;  native  of  New  York;  shipped 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  September  29,  1864;  occupation  farmer;  dark  eyes, 
dark  hair,  dark  complexion;  5  feet  8  inches  high;  vulnus  sclopetic. 
Wounded  in  the  lungs;  was  taken  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson 
from  the  beach,  and  I  have  no  description  of  nature  or  character  of  the 
wound. 

Henry  Harrison,  boatswain’s  mate,  cut.  40;  native  of  Boston;  shipped 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  9, 1861;  vulnus  sclopetic.  Slight  flesh  wound  of 
foot,  very  trifling;  will  be  on  duty  in  a  few  days. 

William  Francis,  seaman,  cet.  35;  native  of  France;  shipped  at  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  May  9,  1864;  vulnus  sclopetic.  Slight  flesh  wound  in  finger; 
will  be  on  duty  in  a  few  days. 

Missing. 


John  Eobinson,  seaman;  cet.  23;  native  of  Scotland;  shipped  New 
York,  November  16,  1864:  occupation  mariner;  hazel  eyes,  dark  hair, 
dark  complexion;  5  feet  84  inches  high. 

James  Lenfest,  ordinary  seaman;  cet.  28;  native  of  Maine;  shipped 
May 2, 1864,  at  Philadelphia,  I3a.;  occupation  farmer;  gray  eyes,  brown 
hair,  light  complexion;  5  feet  6  inches  high. 

William  Parker,  second-class  fireman;  cet.  — ;  native  of - -; 

shipped  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  May  2,  1864;  occupation  fireman;  gray 
eyes,  brown  hair,  fair  complexion;  height  5  feet  4  inches. 

William  Austen,  coal  heaver;  cet.  21;  native  of  England;  occupation 
soldier;  blue  eyes,  light  hair,  dark  complexion  ;  height  5  feet  2  inches. 

Charles  Jones,  marine;  cet.  21;  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. ;  occupa¬ 
tion  carpenter;  enlisted  at  navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  December  23, 
1863;  gray  eyes,  dark  hair,  dark  complexion;  height  5  feet  9  inches. 


Kespectfully, 


James  McMaster, 


Eear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Surgeon. 


Report  of  Captain  Steedman,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  January  17 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  this  ship  took  in  the  recent  attacks  upon  the  forts  on  Federal 
Point,  which  has  terminated  so  gloriously  and  successfully  to  the  two 
branches  of  the  service  engaged: 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  13th  instant,  after  the  return  of  the  boats 
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employed  in  landing  troops,  in  obedience  to  signal  I  took  position  in 
line  of  bottle,  and  at  5: 15  p.  m.  anchored  ahead  of  the  line,  as  directed 
in  General  Order  No.  78.  From  this  point  a  well-directed  fire  was  kept 
upon  the  batteries  to  the  left  of  Fort  Fisher,  in  accordance  with  the 
chart  plan  furnished  me.  Upon  hearing  the  signal  whistle  at  5 : 55  p.  in. 
I  had  the  battery  trained  upon  the  Mound  and  on  two  guns  in  its  neigh¬ 
borhood.  A  continuous  fire  was  then  kept  up  until  1  received  orders 
to  withdraw  from  action  at  0:20  p.  m. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  no  casualties  occurred  on  board,  although 
several  of  the  enemy’s  shots  fell  over  and  around  the  vessel.  The  only 
loss  sustained  was  that  of  the  stern  kedge  anchor,  caused  by  a  rifle 
shot  cutting  its  hawser. 

On  the  15th  instant,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  got  underway  and  took 
position  at  the  end  of  the  second  line.  At  10 : 35  a.  m.  a  storming  party 
of  sailors  in  three  boats,  in  charge  of  Ensign  George  W.  Coffin,  and  the 
marine  guard,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Charles  F.  Williams, 
were  sent  from  this  vessel  to  report  to  the  flagship  for  orders.  At  the 
same  time  I  received  your  verbal  message  not  to  move  until  further 
orders.  At  11:45  a.  m.,  in  compliance  with  signal,  I  steamed  up  and 
took  position  ahead  of  the  second  line,  about  a  cable’s  length  ahead  of 
the  Shenandoah.  From  this  point  a  well  directed  fire  was  kept  up  with 
the  starboard  guns  on  the  batteries  well  to  the  left  of  Fort  Fisher  in 
keeping  with  your  programme.  Before  opening  fire  the  enemy  thr.ew 
several  heavy  rifle  shots  over  and  near  me,  but  after  a  couple  of  rounds 
from  this  ship  his  fire  was  silenced.  At  1 : 05  p.  m.  I  received  your  ver¬ 
bal  orders  to  shift  my  berth  nearer  in.  This  was  done  with  some  little 
delay  and  considerable  trouble,  owing  to  the  strength  of  the  ebb  tide 
and  want  of  a  sufficient  head  of  steam.  By  spreading  fires  I  was  ena¬ 
bled  to  get  the  necessary  speed  to  give  me  control  of  the  ship  and  to 
take  a  position  nearer  to  the  enemy’s  battery.  From  that  time  my  fire 
was  kept  up  in  the  same  direction  as  heretofore  until  the  signal  was 
made  to  cease  firing.  I  then  asked  permission  to  open  upon  the  Mound, 
which  had  turned  its  guns  upon  our  assaulting  columns.  This  being 
granted,  a  deliberate  fire  was  directed  upon  that  fort  up  to  C:  20  p.  m., 
when  I  discontinued  firing  and  secured  the  battery  for  the  night.  For 
one  hour  and  a  half  previous  to  receiving  your  message  (by  tug)  to  cease 
firing  I  had  not  fired  a  single  shot. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  at  the 
thorough  and  efficient  manner  the  officers  and  crew  performed  their 
duty  during  the  time  we  were  engaged  in  bombarding  the  enemy’s 
works.  I  am  indebted  to  Lieutenant  George  B.  White,  the  executive 
officer  of  this  vessel,  for  his  energetic  assistance. 

With  this  communication  I  transmit  copies  of  the  reports  of  First 
Lieutenant  C.  F.  Williams,  of  the  marine  guard  (marked  “A”),  and 
Ensign  G.  W.  Coffin,  who  had  command  of  the  assaulting  party  of 
sailors  sent  from  this  vessel  (marked  “B”);  also  the  gunner’s  report  of 
expenditure  of  ammunition.  The  surgeon’s  report  of  casualties  has 
already  been  forwarded. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  congratulate  you,  admiral,  upon  this  bril¬ 
liant  and  decided  success,  which  has  resulted  in  planting  our  flag  on  one 
of  the  strongest  fortifications  possessed  by  the  rebels. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chas.  Steedman, 


Bear-Admiral  D.  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North,  Atlantic 


Captain. 

Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Williams,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  operations  of  the  guard  from 

the  TJ.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  V.  C .,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  loth  instant  I  proceeded  on 
si  lore  with  the  marine  guard  of  this  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
part  of  the  battalion  of  marines  who  were  to  cover  the  assaulting  party 
of  sailors  in  their  assault  on  Fort  Fisher.  I  reported  to  the  senior  marine 
officer  and  was  ordered  into  line.  Subsequently  my  guard  was  detached 
from  the  line,  and  under  my  command  were  deployed  as  skirmishers, 
they  being  armed  with  Spencer  rifles.  When  the  advance  was  made  I 
was  ordered  to  keep  a  good  distance  ahead  of  the  column  until  we 
reached  the  advanced  line  of  rifle  pits,  about  250  yards  from  the  fort. 
1  put  12  men  into  one  of  the  pits  to  act  as  sharpshooters,  and  with  the 
rest  proceeded  to  a  sand  hill  nearer  the  fort,  from  which  we  kept  up  a 
sharp  tire  on  the  enemy’s  gunners,  thus  interfering  considerably  with 
their  loading  and  firing  their  great  guns.  The  assaulting  column  and 
marine  battalion  advanced  down  the  beach  by  the  flank  until  they  were 
abreast  of  the  sea  face  of  the  fort,  when  they  charged  on  the  run,  but 
upon  reaching  the  stockade  they  were  exposed  to  such  a  terrible  fire 
of  grape  and  canister  that  they  were  forced  to  fall  back  up  the  beach. 
The  ammunition  of  my  men  being  exhausted,  we  were  compelled  to  lie 
in  our  rifle  pits  until  sundown,  exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  fleet  on  one 
side  (which  was  very  dangerous  on  account  of  shells  bursting  short) 
and  the  fort  on  the  other.  We  finally  withdrew  without  the  loss  of  a 
man.  I  remained  with  most  of  my  men  until  the  next  day,  when  we 
returned  on  board.  The  men  under  my  command  deserve  great  praise 
for  the  cool  manner  in  which  they  conducted  themselves,  loading  and 
firing  deliberately,  notwithstanding  we  were  between  the  two  fires. 

Private  Charles  Colcord  is  missing.  When  last  seen  he  was  inside 
the  fort  before  the  magazine  exploded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  F.  Williams, 

First  Lieutenant,  U.  8.  Marine  Corps. 

Captain  Charles  Steedman,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ticonderoga. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Coffin,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Ticonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  15th  instant  I  took  command 
of  the  assaulting  party,  composed  of  41  men,  that  left  this  ship  in  the 
first,  second,  and  fourth  cutters,  in  charge,  respectively,  of  Acting  [Mas¬ 
ter’s]  Mates  William  Cooper,  Lot  Norton,  and  William  Charlton,  the 
marine  guard  of  the  ship,  under  command  of  First  Lieutenant  Charles 
F.  Williams,  being  distributed  among  the  boats.  After  landing  on  the 
beach  I  reported  to  Lieutenant  Commander  Breese,  who  ordered  me  to 
attach  my  men  to  the  first  division,  under  Lieutenant  Commander  Blake, 
which  was  composed  of  four  companies,  myself  being  placed  in  command 
of  the  third.  We  then  slowly  approached  the  fort  under  cover  of  the 
beach.  When  the  order  to  assault  was  given,  the  men  moved  forward 
on  the  run.  When  near  the  palisades  the  enemy’s  fire  was  so  heavy  as 
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to  arrest  our  progress,  and,  the  inert  in  the  rear  commencing  to  iall  back, 
the  whole  of  our  force  were  compelled  to  retire. 

No  order  being  given  to  renew  the  attack,  I  collected  as  many  of  my 
men  as  possible  and  returned  to  the  ship. 

The  only  casualties  that  I  am  aware  of  are  Columbus  Boland,  sea¬ 
man,  killed,  and  myself  wounded  in  the  leg. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  to  your  notice  Thomas  Connolly,  quartermaster, 
who  displayed  great  bravery  in  carrying  the  Hag  at  the  head  of  the 
company. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Coffin, 

\  Acting J  Ensign. 

Captain  Charles  Steedman, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tioonderoga. 


Report  of  Surgeon  Clebome,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  casualties  in  the  assaulting  party  from 

the  IT.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  (J.,  January  16,  I860. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  list  of  casualties  in  the  assaulting 
party  of  this  ship  during  the  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher  on  the  15th 
instant : 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Abrasion  of  leg. 

Flesh  wound  of  thigh. 

George  W.  Coffin . 

Ensign  (Acting) . 

Killed  (supposed). 

Supposed  to  have  been  blown  up. 

Charles  Coicord . 

Private  of  marines . 

Respectfully,  etc., 


C.  J.  Cleborne, 

Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Captain  Charles  Steedman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga,  off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Captain  Steedman,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  in  commendation  of  certain  petty  officers  and  others 

of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga. 

U.  S.  S.  Ticonderoga, 
Philadelphia  Navy  Yard ,  March  21,  1865. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  following  petty  officers  and  others  during  the  engagements 
with  Fort  Fisher,  and  respectfully  recommend  that  medals  of  honor 
may  be  granted  them : 

Robert  Sommers,  chief  quartermaster,  is  recommended  for  great 
cooluess  and  intelligence  in  looking  out  for  and  making  signals  during 
the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher.  He  served  on  board  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Paul 
Jones ,  aud  was  in  the  actions  with  the  batteries  on  St.  John’s  River 
and  with  Fort  McAllister,  011  the  Ogeechee. 

Joseph  ilayden,  quartermaster,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
close  attention  to  duty  in  steering  the  ship  into  action  at  Fort  Fisher. 
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Isaac  N.  Fry,  orderly  sergeant  of  marine  guard,  is  recommended  for 
coolness,  good  conduct,  and  skill  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with 
Fort  Fisher. 

Edward  B.  Bowman,  quartermaster,  is  recommended  for  good  con¬ 
duct  throughout  the  action,  in  which  he  was  badly  wounded  and  bore 
his  sufferings  with  great  fortitude. 

William  Shipman,  coxswain,  is  specially  recommended  for  his  con¬ 
duct  at  time  of  the  explosion  of  the  100-pounder  Parrott  gun.  Being 
captain  of  a  gun  near  to  the  burst  one,  and  seeing  the  effect  of  the 
explosion  on  those  around  him,  at  once  encouraged  them  by  exclaim¬ 
ing,  “Go  ahead,  boys;  this  is  only  the  fortunes  of  war.” 

William  Taylor,  captain  of  forecastle,  is  recommended  for  coolness 
and  skill  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

George  Prauce,  captain  of  maintop,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

Thomas  Jones,  coxswain,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and  good  con¬ 
duct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

William  Campbell,  boatswain’s  mate,  is  recommended  for  coolness  and 
good  conduct  as  captain  of  a  gun  in  the  actions  with  Fort  Fisher. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Steedman, 

Captain. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington. 


Report  of  Captain  Glisson,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Norfolk,  January  19 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter 
that  this  steamer,  with  my  division,  reached  their  positions  assigned 
them  on  the  chart  at  12:40  p.  m.,  when  I  opened  fire  on  the  batteries 
according  to  the  chart  of  the  plan  of  the  battle,  and  as  each  vessel  ot 
this  division  took  their  positions  they  opened  a  furious  fire  on  the  bat¬ 
teries  assigned  to  them ;  all  of  which  did  their  duty  nobly.  I  was  par¬ 
ticularly  struck  with  the  beautiful  firing  of  the  Rhode  Island  and  the 
Montgomery.  I  would  particularly  call  your  attention  to  Acting  Master  s 
Mate  Silas  W.  Kempton,  who  had  charge  of  a  boat  s  crew  detailed  for 
General  Terry.  Their  bravery  was  unsurpassed.  They  entered  the 
fort  with  General  Curtis  in  the  assault  and  Mr.  Kempton  was  sent  out 
with  dispatches  to  one  of  the  generals.  I  most  cheerfully  recommend 
Mr  Kempton  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  ensign,  and  that  each 
of  the  five  men  who  accompanied  him  receive  a  medal,  namely:  John 
Griffiths,  captain  of  forecastle;  Edward  Swatton,  seaman  ;  John  Swan¬ 
son  seaman-  Phillip  Bazaar,  ordinary  seaman;  George  Province, 
ordinary  seaman.  These  were  the  only  men  who  entered  the  fort  m  the 
assault  from  the  fleet.  The  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  I  have  sent 

t0  Enclosed 1  you  "will  find  the  report  of  Lieutenant  N.  H.  Farquliar  in 
relation  to  the  assaulting  party.  It  appears  from  the  enclosed  report 
that  Acting  Master’s  Mate  E.  C.  Finney  was  mentioned  for  his  bravery 
and  services  by  Lieutenant  Preston  m  his  memorandum  book.  If  such 
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is  the  fact,  I  would  also  recommend  him  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of 
acting  ensign,  if  it  should  meet  your  approbation. 

When  I  say  tnat  every  officer  and  man  on  board  of  this  ship  did  his 
duty  I  can  not  say  more  in  their  praise. 

Enclosed  you  will  lind  the  report  of  the  expenditure  of  ammunition 
in  this  action. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  S.  Glisson, 

Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  /Squadron ,  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Farquhar,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  January  19,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  in  charge  of  the  landing  party  of 
this  steamer,  consisting  of  Acting  Ensign  E.  G.  Bowers,  Acting  Master’s 
Mates  E.  0.  Einney  and  Bichard  Lyons,  35  sailors,  and  14  marines,  I 
reported  to  Fleet  Captain  Breese  for  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  and 
was  assigned  by  him  to  the  second  column. 

The  marines  were  turned  over  to  the  commanding  marine  officer. 

The  shovelers,  under  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Finney,  reported  to  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Preston  and  did  so  well  that  he  a  few  moments  before  his  death 
made  a  note  of  them. 

At  3  p.  m.  we  charged  on  the  fort  with  a  cheer  and  a  determination 
to  plant  our  colors  on  the  ramparts.  On  arriving  at  the  foot  of  the  fort 
tor  some  reason  unknown  to  me  the  marines  arid  sailors  fell  back. 
Myself  and  a  few  others  were  left  at  the  fort,  where  we  i  ntrenched  our- 
sel\  es  till  dark.  Officers  and  men  behaved  gallantly,  and  I  would 
particularly  mention  Actiug  Master’s  Mate  Finney  and  Augustus  Wil¬ 
liams  (seaman),  the  latter  was  the  only  one  that  remained  with  me  at 
the  fort.  Auzella  Savage  (ordinary  seaman)  had  the  flagstaff  shot  away 
above  his  hand,  but  he  seized  the  remainder  of  the  staff  and  brought 
his  colors  safely  off. 

Our  loss  in  sailors,  1  killed,  4  wounded;  in  marines,  3  wounded 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

FT.  H.  Farquhar, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer,  U.  8.  Navy. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Report  of  Surgeon  Murphy,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  board  the  IT.  S.  S.  Santiago  de 

Cuba. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

Off  Wilmington,  January  16,  1865. 

SlE:  1  respectfully  report  the  following  as  the  list  of  casualties 
amongst  the  crew  of  this  ship  during  the  attack  on  the  Wilmington 
defenses  January  45,  1865:  8 
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Name. 

Rate. 

Ordi  nary  seaman  . . . 

Captain  afterguard  . 

Remarks. 


Dead. 

Wounded  through  neck,  shoulder,  and  thigh;  re¬ 
ported  to  have  died. 

Wounded  through  left  lung ;  serious. 

Lost  one  finger  of  left  hand. 

Lost  four  fingers  of  right  hand. 

Two  fiesh  wounds  of  right  leg;  not  serious. 

Flesh  wound  of  abdomen;  not  serious. 

Wound  of  left  leg;  not  serious. 


The  preceding  men  were  wounded  and  killed  in  the  assault  on  Fort 
Fisher.  The  two  following  were  wounded  on  board  ship : 


Name. 

Rate. 

Kemarks. 

George  L.  Fisber . 

Thomas  Riddell . 

Seaman . 

Landsman . 

Contusion  of  left  thigh  by  splinters ;  slight. 

Wound  of  left  eye  by  splinters;  not  serious. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  D.  Murphy, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 


Captain  Oliver  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Report  of  Captain  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Port  Jackson. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel,  under  my  command, 
having  been  detailed  as  one  of  the  third  line  of  vessels  in  the  attack  on 
Fort  Fisher,  after  having  towed  the  monitor  Maliopac  to  the  place  of 
action  at  daylight  on  the  13th  instant,  cast  off  our  tow  and  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  signal  "from  the  flagship  formed  line  of  battle,  following  next 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  the  senior  ship  of  our  line,  stood  in  with  the  fleet 
to  cover  the  landing  of  the  troops  near  Half  Moon  battery,  sending  m 
our  boats  to  assist  in  the  landing.  At  10  a.  in.,  our  line  being  ordered 
in  closer  to  cover  the  skirmishers,  we  proceeded  in  our  proper  station  in 
line  close  to  the  beach,  shelling  it  in  advance  of  the  army,  until  ordered 
to  cease  firing  and  remain  where  we  were,  and  we  anchored  to  main¬ 
tain  our  position,  shifting  in  closer  during  the  night  to  protect  the 

front  of  the  troops.  .  „ 

All  day  of  the  14th  instant  we,  at  our  position  ahead  of  the  troops, 

were  employed  landing  their  artillery. 

On  the  15th  instant,  at  the  signal  uto  send  armed  boats,”  we  sent  48 
sailors  and  our  sergeant’s  guard  of  marines,  under  Lieutenant  S.  H. 
Hunt,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  J.  O’Callaghan,  Acting  Master 
Cony  and  Master’s  Mates  Powers  and  C.  Moran  as  part  of  the  Navy 
assaulting  party.  At  <J  a.  m.  we  were  underway  forming  line  of  battle. 
At  the  signal  for  third  line  to  take  position,  we  followed  in  our  station 
in  close  order  astern  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  and  passing  her  when 
she  anchored,  took  our  position  a  ship’s  length  ahead  of  her,  anchoring 
head  and  stern  in  44  fathoms  water  at  high  tide,  with  broadside  bear¬ 
ing  upon  the  Mound  and  batteries  between  it  and  Fort  Fisher,  which 
opened  hotly  upon  us  and  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  The  latter  vessel 
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soon  dragging  her  anchor  out  of  position,  and  before ’the  other  vessels 
of  the  line  got  up  to  their  stations,  the  three  water  batteries  and  the 
Mound  devoted  their  whole  attention  to  this  ship,  making  excellent 
practice  and  dropping  their  shot  over  and  around  us  quite  thickly. 
One  of  the  ricochet  shots  passing  close  over  our  rifle  100-pouuder 
struck  the  Osceola  and  set  her  on  fire  as  she  passed  near  us  to  take  her 
station  ahead  of  us.  When  the  other  vessels  attained  their  stations, 
the  close  attention  of  these  batteries  was  more  equally  divided  between 
us.  At  3 : 40  p.  m.,  seeing  the  stars  and  stripes  floating  over  the  north¬ 
west  angle  of  the  fort,  our  fire  was  directed  exclusively  to  the  Mound, 
which  was  silenced  about  sunset.  This  cannonading  was  continued  as 
long  as  we  could  see  anything  to  shoot  at,  my  guns  plying  their  shot 
deliberately,  and  throwing  away  none  except  those  of  the  IX-iuch 
broadside,  when  the  ship,  from  her  crankness,  would  roll  too  deep  to  get 
elevation.  The  whole  fort  and  adjacent  batteries  were  in  possession  of 
the  forces  by  10  o’clock  that  night.  When  officers  and  men  behaved  so 
entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  it  would  seem  invidious  to  particularize, 
but  1  must  not  omit  to  mention  the  efficient  manner  of  Lieutenant- 
Commander  E.  E.  Wallace  in  his  duties  of  executive  officer,  and  Pay¬ 
master  C.  Hellen,  who  volunteered,  on  the  scarcity  of  officers  (as  he 
had  also  done  in  the  previous  attack  of  24th  and  25th  December)  as 
my  aid  and  signal  officer. 

Surgeon  P.  S.  Wales,  assisted  by  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  E.  J. 
O’Callaghan,  were  indefatigable  in  their  attention  to  the  wounded  of 
the  squadron  that  were  sent  on  board  for  transportation  north. 

I  enclose  gunner’s  return  of  ammunition  expended  and  report  of 
Lieutenant  S.  H.  Hunt  of  the  conduct  of  his  detachment  on  shore,  with 
list  of  casualties  of  the  party  in  that  attack. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 
Captain ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Hunt,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  TT.  S.  S.  Fort 

Jackson. 


U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  officers  and  men  composing 
the  landing  party  from  this  ship  to  storm  Fort  Fisher  conducted  them¬ 
selves  in  the  most  gallant  manner. 

The  marines  of  the  Fort  Jackson  came  with  my  party  when  the  charge 
was  made,  and  the  rebel  officer  who  was  on  the  ramparts  cheering  his 
men  was  deliberately  shot  by  one  of  them. 

My  party  was  among  the  front  line  when  we  were  forced  by  the 
withering  fire  of  the  enemy  to  retreat. 

I  enclose  herewith  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  O’Callaghan’s  report  of 
the  casualties  of  our  party. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

Symmes  H.  Hunt, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy 

Commanding  Landing  Party  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson. ' 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson. 
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Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  O’Callaghan,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  casualties  in  the  assault¬ 
ing  party  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  list  of  casualties  to 
the  men  of  this  vessel  while  storming  Fort  Fisher  on  the  15th  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1865: 


Name. 


Rate. 


Remarks. 


James  McGrath  .. 

Louis  Keinig . 

Philip  Arnold  .... 

John  Hines . 

John  Miller . 

Henry  Seigle . 

William  Marsden. 

Julius  Flinty . 

Albert  Weeks _ 

John  Hughs . 

Augustus  Schenk 


Private  of  marines. . 
Corporal  of  marines 

_ do . 

Private  of  marines . . 

_ do . . 

Quarter  gunner . 

Quartermaster . 

Seaman . 

. do . 

. do . 

Landsman . 


Killed. 

Shot,  right  shoulder. 

Shot,  left  leg. 

Do. 

Shot,  left  arm. 

Shot  in  the  head. 

Shot  in  the  right  shoulder. 
Shot,  right  leg. 

Do. 

Shot,  right  foot. 

Shot  in  right  shoulder. 


Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  J.  O’Callaghan, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  S.  H.  Hunt,  U.  S.  Navy, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson,  off  Neiv  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commander  Clitz,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Osceola. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  January  17, 1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  under  my  command  on  the  13th,  14tli,  15th,  and 
16th  instant: 

Our  station,  as  per  plan,  was  the  third  vessel  in  line  No.  3,  com¬ 
manded  by  Captain  O.  S.  Glisson. 

On  the  13th  we  were  employed  in  landing  troops  and  stores,  covering 
the  skirmishers,  and  now  and  then  shelling  the  woods. 

On  the  14tli  employed  in  landing  stores  and  artillery  and  supplying 
the  monitors  with  ammunition  and  projectiles. 

On  the  15th,  in  compliance  with  signal,  landed  a  storming  party 
composed  of  Acting  Ensign  J.  F.  Merry,  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Thomas 
Rogers,  24  sailors,  and  13  marines.  At  about  noon  got  underway  in 
obedience  to  signal,  stood  toward  Mound  fort,  and  at  about  1  p.  m. 
opened  lire  on  the  said  fort.  As  we  were  about  anchoring  ahead  of 
the  U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson,  a  shell  from  that  fort  (150-pounder)  struck 
us  entering  the  cabin,  and  exploded,  some  of  the  fragments  going 
through  the  opposite  side  of  the  ship  and  demolishing  the  cabin  m 
toto.  At  one  time  we  were  on  fire,  but  soon  succeeded  in  extinguishing 
it.  At  dark  ceased  firing  and  remained  in  our  position  during  the 

m  On!'  the  16th  entered  Cape  Fear  River  and  anchored  close  to  the 
Mound  fort.  Sent  out  boats  to  sound  and  drag  for  torpedoes. 

I  regret  to  say  that  the  forward  100-pounder  Parrott  is  badly  cracked 
in  two  places,  which  renders  it  unfit  for  further  service. 
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I  am  happy  to  state  that  the  officers  and  crew  did  £lieir  duty  to  my 
entire  satisfaction. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  reports  of  casualties,  injuries,  and  the  amount 
of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C. 


Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Winslow,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 

[J.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  which  hap¬ 
pened  to  this  steamer’s  crew.  The  wounds  are  all  gunshot,  and  were 
received  on  shore  during  the  charge  on  Fort  Fisher,  the  loth  instant. 
I  am  happy  to  state  that  there  were  no  accidents  on  board  this  steamer 
during  the  engagement: 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

John  F.  Merry . 

Acting  ensign . 

Both  thighs:  serious. 
Right  thigh;  serious. 
Right  cheek;  slight. 

William  W  illiams . 

Thomas  McDermot . 

Bespectfully,  etc., 

George  F.  Winslow, 
Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Weidman,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  damages  sustained  by  the  U.  S.  S. 

Osceola. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  statement  of  damages  sustained  during  the 
action  of  the  13th,  14th,  loth,  and  16th  instant: 

A  shell,  supposed  to  have  been  a  150-pounder  ride,  passed  through 
the  starboard  side  of  the  vessel  abaft  the  port  for  the  pivot  gun  aft, 
passing  into  the  cabin  and  there  bursting,  destroying  all  the  light  join- 
erwork  and  injuring  the  spar  and  berth  decks.  Pieces  of  the  shell 
passed  through  the  opposite  side. 

In  transporting  artillery  from  transports  the  copper  was  wrenched  off 
the  first  launch. 

The  forward  pivot  gun,  after  sustaining  over  fifty  rounds,  was  cracked 
in  two  places  and  became  useless. 

The  hull  of  the  vessel  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  considerably  shattered, 
the  vessel  leaking  quite  freely. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

John  Weidman, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Osceola. 
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Report  of  Acting  Gunner  Breslyn,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expenditure  of  ammunition  on  the 

IT.  S.  S.  Osceola. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  tlie  following'  ammunition  expended  from 
the  13th  to  the  1.6th" instant,  inclusive: 

so 

IX-inch  shells  (10-second) . . 

IX-iuch  shells  (5-second) . - .  77 

100-pounder  shells,  Schenkle  percussion .  g 

IX-inch  solid  shot .  jg 

IX-inch  grapeshot  (for  buoys) . . . 

100-pounder  charges  powder,  10  pounds .  gf 

100-pounder  charges  powder,  7  pounds .  .. 

IX-inch  charges  powder,  10  pounds .  14Q 

Quill  primers . 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  J,  G.  Breslyn, 

Acting  Gunner. 

Commander  J.  M.  B,  Glitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Osceola. 


Report  of  Acting  Gunner  Breslyn,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  articles  missing  from  the  gunner’, 

department. 

XL  S.  S.  Osceola, 

New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  1  respectfully  report  the  following’  articles  lost  and  missing  from 
the  gunner’s  department  since  the  first  attack  on  the  rebel  batteries  up 

to  this  date:  i  o 

December  26,  1864.— Two  hand  grapnels,  1  revolver,  2  wood  axes,  2 

battle  axes,  9  waist  belts  and  cartridge  boxes. 

January  15  to  17,  1865 ,  inclusive.— Ten  revolvers,  2  cutlasses. 

Very  respectfully,  j  c.  Breslyn, 

Acting  Gunner. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Osceola. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Davis,  V.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 

U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  the  recent  operations  of  the 
fleet  under  your  command  against  the  enemy’s  works,  Fort  Fisher  and 
others  at  the  eastern  entrance,  this  vessel  took  part  as  follows . 

On  the  13th,  boats  employed  landing  our  troops;  the  vessel  shelling 

the  woods  ahead  of  the  skirmishing  line. 

14th  boats  and  working  parties  engaged  landing  artillery  and  pio 
visions  for  the  army,  and  supplying  ordnance  stores  to  the  monitors 
1 5th  in  obedience  to  signal,  sent  an  armed  force  of  3b  men,  in  charge 
of  Acting  Ensign  William  H.  Mayer,  to  report  for  duty  to  the  flagship 
At  noon  in  position  assigned  by  chart  plan  of  the  battle,  anchored,  and 
“5  the  enemy,  firing  234  IX-inch  shell  with  good  effect.  About 
9  pS  m.  ceased  firing,  the  enemy  having  surrendered.  Mr.  Mayer  and 
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his  men  joined  the  expedition  to  assault  the  sea  face  df  Fort  Fisher.  I 
have  to  regret  the  loss  of  3  men  killed  and  3  wounded,  of  the  number 
sent  from  this  vessel.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  state  that  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  officers  and  men  throughout  the  entii'e  work  was  such  as 
to  merit  my  approbation  and  would  respectfully  recommend  to  your  con- 
sideration  for  promotion  to  the  grade  of  acting  master,  Acting  Ensign 
William  H.  Mayer,  for  gallantry  while  under  fire  of  the  enemy  at  the 
time  of  the  assault  by  the  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Davis, 
Lieutenant-  Commander-. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  McPherson,  II.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Sassacus. 

U.  S.  S.  Sassacus, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  that  occurred  January 
15  and  1G:  * 

Killed. — Barney  Lafferty,  landsman,  whilst  making  assault  on  Fort 
Fisher. 

Wounded. — William  Murphy,  seaman,  wounded  in  foot  slightly: 
George  Browning,  landsman,  wounded  in  left  side,  musket  ball,  severely, 
sent  to  hospital;  William  Scott,  sailmaker’s  mate,  wounded  in  foot,  do 
not  know  the  extent  of  injury,  as  he  was  sent  to  hospital  ship. 

January  16.— Killed  by  explosion  in  magazine  of  Fort  Fisher,  William 
Fairbanks,  landsman. 

Missing. — William  Baker,  landsman;  was  in  the  fort  when  the  mag¬ 
azine  exploded,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  killed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  E.  McPherson, 

T .  ^  Acting  Assistant  Surqeon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  L.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Sassacus. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Wood,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Chippewa. 

u.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  January  — ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
the  loth  instant,  at  9  a.  m.  I,  in  charge  of  the  launch,  with  a  crew  of  15 
men,  armed  with  cutlasses  and  revolvers,  proceeded  to  the  flagship 
Malvern  t°  report  for  duty  as  part  of  the  storming  party,  but  if  I  found 
ali  the  boats  going  ashore,  to  follow  them,  which  I  did,  and  landed 
through  the  surf  safely,  leaving  two  men  in  charge  of  the  launch  as 
boat  keepers,  boon  after,  Acting  Ensign  William  H.  DeGrosse  from 
this  vessel,  landed  in  charge  of  the  first  cutter  and  7  men  armed.  We 
left  no  boat  keepers  with  the  cutter,  but  hauled  her  up  on  the  beach 
and  organized  our  men,  20  in  number,  and  joined  the  third  division 
under  command  of  ,  and  by  1: 30  p.  m.  we  were  drawn  up  in 
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line  of  battle,  the  third  division  in  the  rear.  It  was  then  that  Rear- 
Admiral  Porter’s  orders  were  read  to  ns,  and  asnear  as  I  can  remember, it 
was  3  p.  m.  when  we  made  our  advance.  While  marching  up  the  beach 
our  line  being  changed  into  columns,  the  marines  passed  us  next  to  the 
water  on  the  double-quick,  going  toward  Fort  Fisher.  The  enemy’s 
bullets  began  to  pick  off  our  men,  and  the  order  was  given  for  us  to  lie 
down,  and  I  think  that  some  of  our  men  were  wounded  then.  Soon 
after  the  order  was  given  to  advance  and  we  started  on  the  double- 
quick  and  advanced  (to  the  best  of  my  knowledge)  within  800  yards  of 
Fort  Fisher,  when  the  order  was  again  given  to  halt,  and  we  got  under 
cover  as  much  as  possible.  This  was  what  the  men  needed,  for  we  were 
out  of  breath.  Soon  after  the  order  was  again  given  to  charge,  and 
with  revolvers  in  one  hand  and  cutlasses  in  the  other  we  made  the 
charge,  the  Chippewa's  men  keeping  in  good  order,  Mr.  DeGrosse  on 
the  left  and  myself  on  the  right.  It  was  near  the  stockade  that  our 
ranks  were  thinned  so  badly.  I  saw  that  the  men  began  to  waver  and 
that  there  were  but  few  men  ahead  of  our  little  party,  when  I  turned  to 
urge  my  men  on.  William  McGill  was  close  to  me,  bearing  our  flag 
bravfcly,  and  Mr.  DeGrosse  a  little  in  the  rear  with  his  sword  waving 
high  in  the  air,  shouting  to  the  men  to  come  on.  Here  is  where  our 
lines  were  broken,  and  I  wondered  where  our  men  were,  but  still  kept 
going  on  parallel  with  the  stockades,  which  are  built  from  the  beach  up 
to  the  fort.  There  was  an  opening  in  the  stockade  which  we  made  for, 
and  it  was  here  I  passed  Lieutenant-Commander  James  Parker  in  this 
opening,  shouting  for  the  men  to  come  on.  When  I  passed  through 
this  opening  there  were  5  men  ahead  of  me — William  McGill,  Richard 
Gallagher,  John  Wilson,  and  2  other  men  (not  of  our  ship).  I  wish 
I  knew  the  brave  fellows’  names;  one  of  them  was  shot.  It  was  here 
that  I  heard  voices  saying,  “They  are  retreating,”  and  turning  around 
saw  the  marines  and  bluejackets  on  the  retreat,  and  then  came  out  of 
this  opening  and  went  about  50  feet  up  the  other  side  of  the  stockade, 
and  when  I  saw  no  one  following  me,  I  retreated  to  get  behind  a  pile  of 
sand  which  was  thrown  up  at  the  opening  in  the  stockades.  The  stock¬ 
ades  were  about  12  feet  high,  and  were  on  a  line  up  from  the  beach  in 

this  form :  - 1 _  and  it  was  through  this  opening  we  tried  to  enter, 

but  it  was  too  hot.  The  parapet  of  the  fort  seemed  to  be  lined  with 
men,  and  one  rebel  officer  stood  up  there  clapping  his  hands,  singing 

out  to  his  men,  to  kill  the  Yankee - .  Our  sailors  had  but  few 

rifles  with  them,  and  we  could  not  return  the  fire,  even  one  shot  for  one 
hundred.  I  was  completely  exhausted,  for  we  had  made  a  long  charge. 
I  crawled  in  back  of  the  stockade,  and  there  I  found  about  60  officers 
and  men  throwing  up  sand  against  the  stockade  for  protection.  I  joined 
the  number  and  commenced  throwing  up  sand  also,  and  it  seemed  that 
for  every  handful  of  sand  thrown  up  there  were  ten  bullets  came.  I 
found  there  of  the  Chippewa's  men,  Hubert  Peters,  James  Kelly,  Thomas 
McNeil,  and  Richard  Gallagher.  I  have  since  learned  that  John  Wil¬ 
son  was  there,  but  down  to  the  end  of  the  stockade  with  Lieutenant 
Lamsou,  who  lay  there  wounded  in  the  arm.  When  dark  set  in  we 
retreated  down  the  beach  one  by  one,  and  with  my  4  men  we  picked 
up  a  wounded  sailor,  bringing  him  down  the  beach  with  us  to  the  hos¬ 
pital,  which  was  about  halfway  from  the  Half  Moon  battery  to  Fort 
Fisher.  Leaving  the  hospital  I  fell  in  with  3  or  4  more  of  my  men?  and 
falling  in  with  one  of  our  commanding  officers,  I  was  ordered  to  take 
my  men  and  go  down  to  army  headquarters,  which  I  did,  and  there 
found  Mr.  DeGrosse,  who  told  me  of  our  loss  and  informed  me  that  he 
had  sent  all  our  wounded  men  off  to  the  shipping,  who  were:  Andrew 
Robinson,  William  Sullivan,  Otto  Nemetz,  and  Thomas  Williams. 
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At  the  conclusion,  sir,  I  can  not  help  speaking  vof  Acting  Ensign 
DeGrosse,  who  did  all  in  his  power  to  rally  the  men,  and  urge  them  on. 
If  he  had  been  placed  at  the  head,  I  presume  that  nothing  but  a  bullet 
would  have  stopped  him  short  of  the  parapets  of  the  fort,  and  also  men¬ 
tion  with  the  before-mentioned  names:  Thomas  H.  Goldey  (landsman), 
W  illiam  Wilson  (captain  of  fore),  and  Anthony  Barnes  (landsman). 

I  am  sorry  to  say  that  we  lost  4  men  by  the  explosion  which  took  place 
shortly  after  daylight,  viz,  Hubert  Peters  (master-at-arms),  James 
Kelley  (seaman),  William  Jones  (seaman),  and  John  Welsh  (ordinary 
seaman). 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  H.  Wood, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Edward  E.  Potter, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Chippewa. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Potter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  IT*.  S.  S. 

Chippewa. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Chippewa, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  casualties  from  this  vessel : 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

James  Kelley . 

Killed. 

Do. 

Severely  wounded. 
Do. 

Do. 

Missing. 

Do. 

John  "Welsh . 

Andrew  Robinson . 

Wm.  Sullivan . 

Otto  Nemetz . 

Hubert  Peters . 

Wm.  Jones . 

The  wounded  were  wounded  at  the  charge. 

Robinson  and  Sullivan  were  sent  on  board  some  other  vessels  last 
night;  I  can  not  yet  find  which. 

JSTemetz  was  brought  on  board  this  morning  and  pronounced  by  the 
surgeon  to  be  slightly  wounded;  now  discovered  to  be  unfit  for  duty 
for  some  time. 

Kelley  and  Welsh  were  killed  by  the  explosion  at  the  fort  and  their 
bodies  buried  by  our  men. 

Peters  and  Jones  I  suppose  to  have  been  also  killed  by  the  explosion. 
Their  bodies  have  not  been  recovered. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Edward  E.  Potier, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  ofLieutenant-Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

New  Inlet,  January  18,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  assault  made  on  Port 
Fisher  on  the  15th  and  lbth  instant  the  following  officers  and  men  from 
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this  vessel  were  employed  in  the  third  division :  Lieutenant-Commander 
Selfridge;  Acting  Master  Wood,  in  charge  of  landing  party,  was 
slightly  wounded,  but  not  enough  to  incapacitate  him  for  duty;  Acting 
Master’s  Mate  Alger  had  his  right  arm  broken ;  Acting  Ensign  Crowell 
and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Crossman  escaped  unwounded,  and  returned 
with  men  under  their  command  intact.  I  would  state  that  we  had 
engaged  4  officers  and  38  men  and  9  marines,  with  4  boats. 

Enclosed,  the  report  of  expenditure  of  ammunition,  surgeon’s  report, 
and  the  reports  of  Acting  Master  Wood  and  Acting  Ensign  Crowell. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant- Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Hamilton,  TT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  IT.  S.  S. 

Maratanza. 

(7.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Off  Cage  Fear  Fiver,  North  Carolina,  January  IS,  1865. 

Sir:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  as  having 
occurred  to  this  ship’s  company  during  the  recent  attack  on  Port  Fisher 
and  its  defenses: 

Acting  Master  James  B.  Wood,  jr.,  received  a  flesh  wound  of  the  side 
over  the  seventh  rib  and  to  the  right  of  the  sternum,  the  result  of  a 
rifle  ball. 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  H.  Alger  was  struck  by  a  rifle  ball  in  the 
arm,  passing  through  and  resulting  in  the  fracture  of  the  upper  part  of 
the  humerus. 

Private  Charles  Sullivan,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  was  struck  by  a  frag¬ 
ment  of  shell,  producing  a  slight  contusion  of  the  thigh. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  W.  Hamilton, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Wood,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  IT.  S.  S. 

Maratanza. 

TT.  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  statement  in  relation  to 
the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 

At  10  o’clock  a.  m.  of  the  loth,  in  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  the 
vessel  in  charge  of  3  officers,  9  privates,  and  38  men,  and  reported  to 
the  flagship.  From  there  I  was  ordered  to  land  on  the  beach  about  2 
miles  N.  E.  of  Fort  Fisher.  On  arriving  there  I  formed  my  company 
with  the  third  division,  except  20  men,  whom  I  was  ordered  to  send  to 
the  front  as  sappers,  and  the  privates  to  join  the  privates,  after  which 
we  all  marched  a  few  rods  to  the  interior.  After  remaining  there  about 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  and  receiving  our  instructions  from  our  divi¬ 
sional  officer,  we  marched  with  the  other  divisions  toward  the  tort. 
When  within  about  a  half  mile  from  it  we  halted  on  the  beach  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  protect  ourselves  from  the  musketry  from  the  fort,  as 
several  of  the  men  had  been  wounded.  We  remained  there  about  one- 
half  hour,  when  the  order  was  given  to  advance  farthei  on.  Every 
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officer  and  nian  did  so  at  a  double-quick  time  until  we  reached  to  a 
stockade  which  led  toward  the  fort,  under  a  very  severe  fire  of  musketry 
and  a  little  grape  or  canister  at  the  same  time.  Notwithstanding  that, 
and  the  killed  and  wounded,  our  men  kept  bravely  on,  with  the  firing 
increasing.  When  within  a  few  yards  from  the  fort  the  men  stopped* 
as  the  musketry  was  too  severe.  Encouragement  from  myself  and  other 
officers  from  my  company  was  no  use,  when  all  at  once  everybody  started 
back  up  the  beach  under  a  very  severe  tire  of  musketry,  grape,  etc., 
from  the  enemy’s  works.  I,  with  my  other  officers,  got  8  men  to  make 
the  second  attack,  being  all  I  could  get.  The  attack  being  given  up, 
we  intrenched,  per  order,  for  the  night. 

The  casualties  are  myself,  slightly  wounded  in  the  chest:  William 
.  8er?  ai'm  fractured.  My  officers,  J.  W.  Crowell,  acting  ensign; 
illiam  II.  Alger,  master’s  mate;  Charles  H.  Crossman,  master’s  mate, 
and  men,  behaved  bravely. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Wood, 

A  cting  Master ,  Commanding. 
Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Crowell  ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  operations  of  the  assaulting  party 

from  the  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza. 

L6  S.  S.  Maratanza, 

Mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River ,  January  17 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  most  respectfully  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  of 
this  month,  while  making  the  assault  on  the  front  of  Fort  Fisher  the 
officers  and  men  from  this  ship  made  the  charge  in  a  most  brave  and 
gallant  style,  getting  in  advance  of  the  third  division  under  a  terrific 
and  effective  Are  from  the  enemy,  and  when  close  up  to  the  muzzle  of 
their  guns  I  noticed  a  sudden  and  universal  retreat  of  all  our  force 

used  every  exertion  to  rally  them  and  charge  again,  in  obedience  to 
the  order  from  our  divisional  commander,  Lieutenant-Commander  T.  O. 
Selfndge,  when,  finding  the  attempt  unsuccessful,  and  being  leftnearlv 
alone,  I  retreated,  in  company  with  Captain  Selfridge.  In  the  evening 

returned  to  the  shfp^  1Q  "P  th6  wouuded-  °*  the  16th  we 

During  the  assault  Acting  Master  J.  B.  Wood,  jr.,  commanding  our 
detachment  of  men,  was  slightly  wounded  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
W.  H.  Alger  was  severely  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Crowell, 

T .  ,  ,  Acting  Ensign. 

Lieutenant-Commander  George  W.  Young 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza. 


Additional  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Young,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Maratanza- 

U.  S.  S.  Maratanza,  February  14  1865 

fSou  W*  tbaV"  tbe  a8S!,"lt  made  on  Fort 

isner  on  the  15th  and  16th  of  January  last  the  following  officers  and 

with  the  Third  V6SSe!  Were  en£’ag'ed,  being  detailed  for  service 

with  the  third  division:  Lieutenant-Commander  Selfridge,  Acting 
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Master  James  B.Wood,  in  charge-  of  party,  Acting'  Ensign  Joseph  W. 
Crowell,  Acting  Master’s  Mates  William  H.  Alger  and  C.  H.  Crossman, 
with  9  marines  and  38  men  (four  boats’  crews). 

Acting  Master  James  B.  Wood  was  slightly  wounded  in  the  chest, 
and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  William  H.  Alger  had  his  right  arm  broken, 
so  as  to  necessitate  his  being  sent  north  to  Norfolk  hospital.  Acting 
Master  J.  B.  Wood,  in  bis  report,  speaks  in  the  higest  terms  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command.  Acting  Ensign  Crowell  and 
Acting  Master’s  Mate  Crossman  escaped  unhurt,  and  returned  to  the 
vessel  with  their  men  intact.  Charles  Sullivan  (marine)  was  slightly 
wounded.  Attached  please  find  surgeon's  report  of  casualties  and 
expenditure  of  ammunition  in  the  gunner’s  department.  I  am  induced 
to  make  this  second  report,  understanding  that  the  former  was  not 
received. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  W.  Young, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island. 

U.  S.  S.  Bhode  Island, 

At  Sea ,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  would  very  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Rhode  Island  in  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and 
Federal  Point  batteries: 

We  got  underway  at  9:30  a.  m.  on  the  13th  instant,  with  the  third 
division;  took  up  position  near  the  shore  to  the  eastward  of  Fort 
FTsher.  At  10  a.  m.,  to  cover  the  landing  party,  anchored,  and 
dispatched  boats  to  the  transports  to  assist  in  landing  troops,  pro¬ 
visions,  and  ammunition. 

On  Saturday,  the  14th  instant,  engaged  in  landing  troops,  horses, 
and  artillery. 

On  Sunday,  the  15t,h  instant,  dispatched  Acting  Master  Zera  L. 
Tanner  and  Acting  Ensign  Lemuel  Pope  in  charge  of  boats,  to  assist 
in  landing  siege  guns.  At  10  a.  m.,  pursuant  to  signal,  sent  Lieutenant 
Frederick  B.  Smith  in  charge  of  marines  and  a  party  of  sailors,  accom¬ 
panied  by  Acting  Ensign  Nichols  Pratt  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate 
Edward  E.  Bradbury,  to  participate  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher. 

At  11  a.  m.  got  underway  and  took  position,  engaging  the  enemy’s 
works  to  the  southward  of  Fort  Fisher,  opening  fire  with  the  starboard 
battery  of  seven  guns,  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  until  3  p.  in.,  when 
the  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing;  soon  after  the  assaulting  party 
was  seen  on  the  ramparts  of  the  fort,  and  our  flags  were  seen  waving 
over  its  walls.  The  firing  was  resumed  upon  signal  being  made  to  fire 
on  the  Mound  battery,  its  guns  being  turned  on  the  assaulting  party. 

The  Rhode  Island  went  into  action  with  nearly  one-half  of  her  com¬ 
plement,  a  party  being  engaged  in  landing  siege  guns  for  the  army, 
the  importance  of  which  service  has  been  duly  acknowledged  by  the 
general  in  charge,  and  another  portion  of  the  officers  and  crew,  with 
Lieutenant  F.  B.  Smith,  were  connected  with  the  storming  party. 

Acting  Master  Charles  O’Neil,  in  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Smith 
in  charge  of  the  storming  party  from  this  vessel,  acted  as  executive 
officer  during  the  action,  which,  in  addition  to  his  own  duty,  he  dis¬ 
charged  with  special  credit. 
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Acting  Ensign  Robert  O.  Lanfare,  the  only  divisional  officer  on 
board,  merits  praise,  lighting  his  own  gun  and  exercising  a  supervision 
over  the  others. 

Acting  Master’s  Mates  Richard  W.  Wallace,  John  P.  Fisher,  Henry 
R.  Gardiner,  and  George  H.  Appleton  deserve  special  mention  for  the 
good  manner  in  which  their  guns  were  handled. 

I  have  also  to  acknowledge  the  services  of  Acting  Chief  Engineer 
John  F.  McCutchen  for  the  skillful  manner  in  which  the  engine  was 
worked  during  the  action,  and  further  aid  rendered  by  himself  and 
assistants. 

Assistant  Paymaster  William  Lee  Darling  acted  as  my  aid  during 
the  engagement  and  rendered  himself  very  useful  in  communicating 
the  necessary  orders. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Edward  B.  Bingham  deserves  mention  for  his 
pi'omptness  in  looking  up  our  wounded  alter  the  assault  and  bringing 
on  board  for  treatment  all  those  whose  wounds  would  admit  of  their 
being  moved,  thereby  making  more  room  on  the  hospital  vessel  for  the 
more  serious  cases. 

Captain’s  Clerk  Langdon  S.  Rogers  deserves  mention  for  the  zealous 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  signal  officer  on  this 
occasion,  as  well  as  during  the  action  of  the  24th  of  December. 

Paymaster’s  Clerk  William  J.  Bennett,  in  charge  of  powder  division, 
merits  a  favorable  mention  for  the  careful  and  prompt  manner  in  which 
the  divisions  were  served. 

Credit  is  due  to  the  gunner,  Henry  Hamilton,  for  the  dispatch  with 
which  the  ammunition  was  delivered  from  the  magazines  and  shell 
rooms. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  bring  to  your  favorable  notice  Charles  H. 
Roy,  signal  quartermaster,  not  oidy  for  his  services  during  the  action, 
but  for  his  uniform  good  conduct  and  long  and  faithful  services.  He 
has  been  in  the  naval  service  upward  of  twenty  years,  over  three  of 
which  have  been  on  board  of  this  vessel. 

I  would  further  add  that  very  great  credit  is  due  to  the  crew.  Al¬ 
though  shorthanded  and  having  an  extra  gun  on  the  starboard  side, 
the  battery  was  worked  well  and  rendered  very  good  service.  I  am 
happy  to  state  that  there  were  no  casualties  on  board.  I  enclose  here¬ 
with  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  together  with  a  list  of  the  casual¬ 
ties  in  the  storming  party  from  this  vessel;  also  the  gunner’s  report  of 
ammunition  expended  during  the  engagement. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  Trenciiard, 

(  Ifi  T)J  T  il  ft  v»  fi pry 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  N orth  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Smith,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  II.  S.  S.  Rhode 

Island. 


U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  make  the  following  report  of  the  boat  expe¬ 
dition  from  this  ship,  fitted  and  armed  in  compliance  with  Admiral 
Porter’s  general  order  to  operate  against  Fort  Fisher: 

On  the  morning  of  15tli  instant,  in  obedience  to  general  signal  from 
the  flagship,  armed  and  equipped  first  and  second  cutters  and  Scor- 
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pion  and  reported  to  tlie  admiral;  was  ordered  to  land  and  report  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  K.  It.  Breese.  I  landed  and  reported,  and  was 
ordered  to  send  the  marine  guard  to  the  captain  of  marines  in  charge 
of  marine  battalion  and  put  my  men  in  line  with  the  second  division  on 
the  left  of  the  Gettysburg’s  crew.  After  getting  into  line  by  divisions 
we  advanced  in  columns  of  companies  to  within  1,200  yards  of  the  fort, 
where  we  were  formed  into  one  grand  division  and  marched  up  the 
beach  by  the  left  flank  until  within  800  yards  of  the  fort,  when  we  Avere 
ordered  to  lie  down.  We  remained  in  this  position  until  2:15  p.  m., 
when  we  received  the  order  to  charge.  We  advanced  at  double-quick, 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  grape,  to  the  stockade,  and  then 
filed  to  the  right  and  charged  the  sea  face  of  the  fort.  We  were 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss;  retreated  down  the  beach,  and  sent  my 
wounded  men  to  the  hospital  ship. 

Received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  right  of  the  army  line,  where  an 
attack  was  expected,  to  render  all  assistance  possible  to  our  picket  line, 
now  somewhat  weakened. 

Our  liue  was  not  disturbed  during  the  night.  At  G  a.  m.  I  embarked 
and  returned  to  the  ship.  The  officers  and  men  under  my  command 
behaved  splendidly. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Fred.  R.  Smith, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

Commander  S.  D.  Teenchard,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  Island. 


Report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Bingham,  1J.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S.  Rhode 

Island. 


U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

Off  Wilmington ,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  casualties  in  the  storm 
ing  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  afternoon  of  January  15,  1865: 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Jeremiah  Coonie. . . . 

Chief  boatswain’s  mate. . 

Gunshot  wound  left  shoulder  and  left  chest. 

Patrick  Harrington 

Landsman . 

Gunshot  wound  left  wrist. 

John  B.  Maury . 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Gunshot  wound  right  buttock. 

John  Daisy . 

Marine . 

Gunshot  wound,  amputating  middle,  ring,  and  little 
fingers,  left  hand. 

Harry  Devoy . 

Ordinary  seaman . . 

Gunshot  wound  through  fleshy  part  of  throat  in 
front  of  trachea. 

Abrasion  of  right  hand. 

Gunshot  wound  fleshy  part  of  right  thigh. 

Abrasion  of  left  shoulder. 

Austin  Buckley  .... 

Ordinary  seaman . 

Charles  Wilson . 

. do . 

Missing. 

Stephen  D.  Tripp. .. 

Landsman . 

Do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Ed.  B.  Bingham, 
Assistant  Surgeon. 


Commander  Stephen  D.  Teenchard, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Rhode  Island. 
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Report  of  Gunner  Hamilton,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expenditure  of  anfinunition  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Rhode  Island. 


U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island, 

Off  Wilmington,  2V.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  forward  the  report  of  ammunition  expended  in 
the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  and  other  batteries  at  the  mouth  of  Cape 
Fear  River,  R.  C. : 


IX-incli  shells . 94 

YHI-iuch  shells .  136 

30- pounder  shells .  69 

12-pounder  shells  . .  3 


Total  rounds .  302 

Very  respectfully,  H.  Hamilton, 

Gunner. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monticello. 


U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Off  Wilmington,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the 
actions  of  the  13th,  14th,  and  loth  instants,  resulting  in  the  capture  of 
the  harbor  defenses  of  Wilmington,  the  loss  of  foreign  supplies  to  the 
rebels,  and  the  ruin  of  those  holding  the  Anglo-rebel  loan: 

On  the  13th  and  14th  the  Monticello  assisted  in  guarding  the  troops 
in  landing  and  advancing.  On  the  15th  instant,  by  your  order,  I  took 
position  close  in  by  the  fort  and  shelled  the  rebel  privateer  Chickamauga 
and  three  transport  steamers  from  their  position  in  the  river,  thus  pre¬ 
venting  the  landing  of  reinforcements  for  the  garrison.  The  ship’s 
guns  were  then  turned  on  the  fort  and  used  with  effect  throughout 
the  day. 

At  noon  I  landed  with  40  men  from  this  vessel  to  take  part  in  the 
naval  assault  on  Fort  Fisher.  My  men  and  those  of  Lieutenant  Porter, 
of  the  Mainer  u ,  led  the  advance  ot  the  storming-  party.  The  marines 
did  not  clear  the  parapet  of  the  fort,  as  anticipated,  hence  the  assault 
failed.  Our  sailors  were  close  under  the  walls,  subjected  to  a  very  heavy 
fire,  since  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  been  drawn  to  that  point  to 
resist  what  they  supposed  to  be  the  weight  of  the  attack.  We  were 
forced  to  fall  back  with  the  loss  of  many  of  our  best  officers  and  men, 
but  not  before  the  army,  through  its  own  gallantry  and  our  diversion 
in  its  favor,  had  effected  a  lodgment  that  secured  subsequent  success. 
Then,  finding  myself  apparently  senior  officer,  I  rallied  as  many  sailors 
and  marines  as  possible,  and  at  night  placed  them  in  the  trenches  as 
requested  by  General  Terry,  thus  relieving  some  regiments  that  went 
to  the  front.  In  this  I  was  greatly  assisted  by  your  son,  Secretary 
Porter,  and  by  Lieutenant  W oodward,  of  the  Minnesota.  Acting  Ensign 
Daniel  W.  Lakin,  of  this  vessel,  behaved  gallantly  and  rendered  material 
aid.  My  loss  during  the  day  consisted  of  4  killed  and  4  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Cushing, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  Worth  Atlantic  Squadron,  U.  S.  S.  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  13,  I860.— At  9:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Half  Moon  bat¬ 
tery.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  Ironsides  and  three  monitors 
engaging  the  fort.  At  11  p.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  in  to  cover 
the  troops;  stuck  in  the  breakers  and  backed  oft'. 

January  15. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.  the  monitors  engaging  the  fort.  From 
meiidian  to  4  p.  m. :  Shelling  Fort  Fisher.  At  3:40  p.  m.  a  premature 
explosion  took  place  of  the  starboard  IX-inch  gun,  resulting  in  the 
death  of  the  following  men:  Eandolph  Furgison  [or  Fungisonl  (cap¬ 
tain  ol  after  guard),  Shadarack  Hutchinson  (landsman),  Zachariah 
Gresham  (landsman),  and  wounding  Edward  McDonald  in  the  left 
thumb.  Sent  tor  the  surgeon  of  the  Pequot,  who  came  and  amputated 
McDonald  s  thumb.  From  4  to  0  p.  m.:  Shelling  Fort  Fisher  with  the 
100-pounder  rifle.  At  5 : 30  parted  the  hawser  of  the  kedge  anchor  and 
swung  head  on  to  the  fort.  Was  unable  to  train  the  gun  ;  ceased  firing. 
At  0 :  40  the  gig  returned,  bringing  Henry  Floyd  and  Philip  Tracey,  sea¬ 
man  and  ordinary  seaman,  who  were  wounded  slightly  in  attempting  to 
storm  Fort  Fisher. 

January  16. — At  7 : 45  a.  m.  an  explosion  took  place  in  Fort  Fisher. 
At  10  called  all  hands  to  muster;  found  Joseph  Daniels,  seaman,  miss¬ 
ing;  he  was  killed  and  buried  on  shore.  At  3 :  55  p.  m.  sent  three  boats 
to  drag  for  torpedoes. 


Abstract  log  of  tbe  TJ.  S.  S.  Alabama,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Langthome,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

January  13, 1865.— At  anchor  off  Half  Moon  battery,  North  Carolina, 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Langthorne  in  command.  At  2  p.  m. 
commanding  officer  left  tbe  ship.  Sent  first  and  second  cutters  to  the 
steamer  Eliza  Holmes  to  assist  in  landing  the  intrenching  tools. 

January  14. — At  6:30  p.  m.  steam  launch  and  second  cutter  left  the 
ship  to  assist  in  transporting  stores  from  the  ships  to  the  shore. 

January  15. — At  12:30  p.m.  a  gun  opened  on  us  from  the  beach. 
Went  to  quarters  and  opened  fire.  At  2:30  ceased.  At  9  p.  m.  went 
to  quarters  and  opened  fire  with  starboard  battery  and  pivot  guns.  At 
9:30  beat  retreat.  At  10:30  the  fleet  commenced  sending  up  rockets 
and  burning  Coston’s.  A  boat  from  the  Hoivquali  reported  that  the 
fort  had  surrendered. 

January  16. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  discharged  the  IX-inch  pivot 
and  30-pounder  Parrott  occasionally,  to  shell  the  woods.  From  4  to  8 
a.  m.,  firing  the  IX-inch  and  30  pounder  Parrott  once  every  hour. 
Espied  men  on  tbe  beach  apparently  trying  to  remove  a  gun.  Weighed 
anchor  and  opened  fire  upon  them.  At  11  ceased  firing  and  came  to 
anchor. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Montgomery. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  New  Inlet,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  ship  in  the  action  of  the  15th  instant  with  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
surrounding  batteries: 

At  9:45  a.  m.,  being  in  line  with  the  third  division,  in  obedience  to 
signal  from  the  flagship,  sent  three  boats,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master 
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W.  N.  Welles,  with  Acting  Ensign  Eobert  Wiley  and  ’Acting  Master’s 
Mate  C.  H.  Neill,  with  34  men  to  take  part  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher. 

At  12  m.,  signal  being  made  to  the  third  division  to  advance  to  the 
attack,  moved  in  to  my  assigned  position  in  line  of  battle  and  anchored 
bow  and  stern  in  4  fathoms  water,  with  the  Mound  fort  bearing  N.  W., 
about  1,800  yards  distant,  at  the  same  time  opening  tire  from  my  star¬ 
board  battery  on  the  Mound  and  the  adjoining  water  batteries,  they 
responding  for  a  time  very  warmly. 

At  3:10  p.  m.  ceased  Are  in  obedience  to  signal,  our  forces  on  shore 
being  in  the  act  of  advancing  to  the  assault.  At  3:  50  resumed  lire  at 
the  Mound  fort.  At  4:30,  having  expended  all  the  10-second  fuzes  on 
board,  and  finding  my  5-second  fuzes  were  bursting  short,  I  got  the 
ship  underway  and  steamed  in  on  to  the  edge  of  the  bar,  where  I 
anchored  in  3  fathoms  water  and  resumed  fire,  just  reaching  the  bat¬ 
teries  with  the  5-second  fuzes. 

At  8:30  p.  in.  ceased  firing,  having  expended  158  X-inch  shells,  230 
Ylll-incli,  and  192  30-pounder  Parrott  shells. 

No  casualties  occurred  on  board  the  ship  during  the  action,  but  of 
those  who  took  part  in  the  assault  of  Fort  Fisher  I  regret  to  have  to 
report  Acting  Ensign  Eobert  Wiley  and  1  man  killed  and  4  others 
severely,  and  1  man  slightly  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  .servant, 

Thomas  C.  Dunn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  on  the  IT.  S.  S. 

Montgomery. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  casualties  in  this  ship’s  company  as  follows : 

Killed—  Eobert  Wiley,  acting  ensign;  Eobert  B.  Harlow,  second- 
class  fireman. 

Wounded. — John  Graham,  landsman,  leg ;  Alonzo  Gildersleeve,  lands¬ 
man,  legs;  Francis  Dugan,  quartermaster,  wrist;  Charles  Brogan, 
second-class  fireman,  badly  wounded  in  neck  and  breast. 

The  above  casualties  occurred  during  the  assault  of  yesterday. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  C.  Dunn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  KeystQne  State,  Commander  Rolando,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  14,  1865. — At  7 : 30  a.  in.  the  Quaker  City  got  underway  and 
stood  out  the  harbor,  but  when  on  the  bar  found  a  heavy  sea  and  re¬ 
turned.  During  the  watch  strong  wind  from  S.  W.,  with  heavy  sea  at 
the  outer  bar.  At  11:05  the  captain  of  th q  Koivquah  came  on  board 
and  reported  that  the  pilot  refused  to  take  his  vessel  out  of  the  harbor. 

January  16. — Arrived  off  Fort  Fisher. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Quaker  City,  Commander  Spicer,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  16,  1865. — At  1  a.  m.  anchored  in  8  fathoms  of  water.  The 
nearest  vessel  of  the  fleet  about  one-half  mile.  At  7:45  a.  m.  the 
magazine  in  Fort  Fisher  exploded.  At  8:20  the  batteries  near  Bald 
Head  light  house  on  fire.  Came  to  and  got  the  ship  ready  to  receive 
the  wounded.  At  1:45  p.  m.  flagship  made  signals.  Five  gunboats 
stood  in  through  the  channel.  At  2 : 30  the  admiral  stood  up  the  chan¬ 
nel  in  a  picket  boat.  At  3  third  cutter  went  ashore  with  several  officers. 
Fi  om  4  to  G  p.  m. :  Received  wounded  on  board.  At  4 : 30  the  American 
flag  hoisted  on  Fort  Fisher.  The  Malvern  fired  a  salute. 

January  17. — At  1 : 15  a.  m.  heard  several  reports  of  guns  from  back 
of  the  fort.  At  1 :  20  heard  a  very  loud  report  in  the  direction  of  the 
channel. 


Report  of  Commander  Guest,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Iosco. 

IT.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  G.,  January  17,  1865. 

Admiral:  This  ship,  under  my  command,  on  the  13th  and  14th 
instant,  by  your  order,  covered  the  right  flank  of  the  army  and  assisted 
in  landing  troops.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  in  obedience  to  signal, 
I  landed  44  men  from  this  ship,  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensigns  Jameson 
and  Feilberg.  Of  these,  2  were  killed  and  12  wounded  in  the  assault 
upon  Fort  Fisher.  The  names  of  the  men,  together  with  the  circum¬ 
stances,  have  been  previously  reported. 

At  1:30  p.  m.  this  ship,  by  your  order,  took  her  station  in  the  line 
of  battle  and  directed  her  fire  at  the  Mound  with  good  effect  till  the 
surrender  of  the  works. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  Guest, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  I).  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Jameson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  assaulting  party  from  the  U.  S.  S. 

Iosco. 

U.  S.  S.  Iosco, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  16,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  after  landing  the  men  for  the  assault,  44 
in  all,  including  Acting  Ensign  U.  Feilberg  and  myself,  I  sent  launch 
and  first  cutter  with  two  boat  keepers  each  to  the  steamer  Gettysburg, 
there  to  remain  until  needed.  I  formed  the  men  into  line  in  the  first 
division;  sent  7  men  with  shovels  under  charge  of  Joseph  Hinkelman 
(master  at  arms)  to  the  front  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Preston,  and  when 
there  to  assist  in  throwing  up  breastworks.  While  at  work  there  J.  S. 
Barber  (captain  of  hold)  was  killed  by  a  grapeshot  fired  from  Fort 
Fisher.  After  forming  into  column  for  charging  we  constituted  part 
of  the  second  company  of  first  division. 

In  charging,  my  men  (as  far  as  I  could  observe). behaved  with  the 
greatest  bravery,  being  the  foremost  in  the  charge,  Mr.  Feilberg  lead¬ 
ing.  In  the  charge  had  1  man  killed  (James  Madison,  boatswain’s 
mate)  and  12  wounded,  2  severely. 
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As  soon  as  we  retreated  I  had  the  wounded  attended!  to  and  sent  off: 
in  the  first  cutter.  The  launch  I  had  hauled  up  on  the  beach.  Last 
night  occupied  the  trenches,  by  Captain  Breese’s  orders.  This  morning 
I  saw  to  the  burial  of  our  2  killed,  and  as  soon  after  as  possible  col¬ 
lected  the  men  and  returned  on  board. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Jameson, 

Acting  Ensign. 

Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Iosco. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Bancroft,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  casualties  on  the 

IT.  S.  S.  Iosco. 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Killed. 

Do. 

Severely  wounded. 

Do. 

Slight^  wounded. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Kirk  H.  Bancroft, 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  XI.  8.  Navy. 

Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  D.  8.  8.  Iosco 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Aries,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Wells,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

January  11,  1865. — At  1 : 30  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 

January  12. — At  7 :45  a„  m.  we  got  underway  with  the  fleet.  At  9  the 
fleet  formed  in  line  of  battle  with  the  flagship. 

January  13. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  in.,  at  anchor  with  the  fleet  off 
Fort  Fisher.  At  3:30  a.  m.  got  underway  and  stood  inshore  with  the 
fleet.  At  7 : 15  the  Brooklyn  opened  fire  on  the  shore  and  woods.  At  7 :  30 
the  Santiago  de  Cuba  came  in  collision  with  us,  stove  two  of  our  boats, 
and  doing  other  damage.  At  7 :  55  came  to  anchor  near  the  shore.  At 
8: 10  sent  five  boats  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  assist  in  landing  troops. 
At  8 : 30  the  ironclads  opened  fire  on  the  fort  and  continued  bombarding 
the  fort  throughout  the  watch,  the  enemy  replying  vigorously.  All  the 
transports  engaged  in  landing  troops.  At  3  all  our  boats  returned  to 
the  ship.  At  3 : 30  sent  five  boats  to  the  steamer  Advance  for  duty,  per 
orders.  The  ironclads  bombarded  the  fort  throughout  the  watch.  At 
4  :10  p.  m.  the  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  up  toward  the  fort.  At 
4:30  the  Colorado  opened  fire,  the  fleet  following  close  in  the  wake,  and 
at  4 : 40  they  all  opened  fire  on  the  forts.  At  4 :  30  the  land  forces  formed 
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in  line  of  battle.  At  5 : 40  all  of  our  boats  returned  to  the  ship.  At  6  the 
lieet  ceased  firing.  From  G  to  8  p.  m.,  troops  firing  a  shot  at  intervals 
from  about  five  to  ten  minutes  throughout  the  watch.  From  8  to  mid¬ 
night,  the  ironclads  firing  occasionally,  the  enemy  replying  from  the 
fort  every  half  hour. 

January  14. — At  12:30  a.  m.  the  firing  ceased.  At  3:30  a.  m.  the 
ironclads  fired  1  signal  gun.  At  5:  30  sent  five  boats  in  charge  of  offi¬ 
cers  to  land  provisions  for  the  troops.  At  11  a.  m.  the  Ironsides  opened 
tire,  and  the  monitors  with  her.  At  11:20  th e  Advance  signaled;  we 
got  underway  and  stood  out  with  the  Advance  to  the  westward;  boats 
employed  in  lauding  troops  and  provisions.  From  4  to  8  p.  m.,  iron¬ 
clads  bombarding  the  forts,  and  boats  landing  provisions  and  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  the  army.  At  9:45  p.  m.  all  boats  returned  from  duty  and 
were  hoisted  up,  ironclads  firing  a  shot  at  short  intervals  at  the  fort. 

January  15. — From  12  to  4  a.  in.,  at  anchor  near  the  fleet,  monitors 
throwing  occasionally  a  shot.  From  4  a.  m.  to  2  p.  m.,  delivering 
provisions  for  the  army  and  ammunition  among  the  fleet.  From  2  to 
midnight,  at  anchor  off  Flag  Pond  battery,  the  boats  taking  stores  on 
shore,  three  of  the  gunboats  shelling  the  woods.  At  4  p.  m.  the 
enemy  made  an  attack  on  our  troops  and  the  rest  of  the  ships;  took  up 
anchor  and  took  a  position  nearer  the  beach  and  opened  fire,  shelling 
the  woods  in  company  with  the  Advance  and  Lilian ,  the  fleet  con¬ 
tinuing  shelling  the  woods  at  intervals  of  fifteen  minutes.  At  9:30  the 
fleet  stopped  firing.  Heard  cheering  in  the  direction  of  the  fort,  which 
was  passed  from  ship  to  ship  with  a  display  of  rockets  and  fireworks. 
Suppose  the  fort  to  have  been  taken. 

January  16. — From  12  to  4  a.  m.,  at  anchor  with  the  fleet  off  Fort 
Fisher.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.  we  kept  up  a  fire  at  intervals  of  fifteen 
minutes  in  the  woods  back  of  our  troops  till  6:30,  then  ceased  firing  by 
eider  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Advance.  At  5:30  sent  two 
boats  away  on  duty  to  land  provisions  for  the  army.  At  0:  30  saw  an 
explosion  at  Fort  Fisher.  At  9 : 30  the  gunboats  commenced  shelling 
the  woods  to  the  eastward  of  the  fleet  back  of  our  troops  to  the  north 
of  [Flag]  Pond  battery.  Sent  a  boat  to  the  flagship  with  reporfs  of 
the  casualties.  At  1  p.  m.  the  gunboats  passed  in  over  New  Inlet  Bar. 
At  4 :  20  our  forces  hoisted  the  stars  and  stripes  on  fort.  Flagship  fired 
a  salute.  At  5  one  of  the  monitors  sailed  in  tow  of  the  Rhode  Island 
and  steered  eastward.  At  6  p.  m.  sent  boats  to  transport  wounded  off 
the  beach  to  the  hospital  ship.  At  9: 30  all  boats  hoisted  up,  being  too 
much  surf  to  take  off  wounded. 

January  17. — Boats  employed  taking  off  wounded. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Howquah,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Balch,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  27,  1864. — Fleet  firing  at  intervals  to  cover  the  troops. 
Sent  boats  on  shore  to  convey  troops  to  their  different  transports. 

January  15,  1865. — Lying  in  Beaufort  Harbor.  At  8  a.  m.  proceeded 
toward  Wilmington.  At  5 : 10  came  within  hail  of  the  flagship  Malvern, 
communicated  with  her  and  delivered  mails.  From  8  to  midnight,  fired 
four  shots  during  the  watch— 30-pounder,  2 ;  12-pounder,  2. 

January  16. — Lying  to  anchor  off  the  Half  Moon  battery.  At  3:30 
a.  m.  fired  30-pounder  rifles— 4  loaded  shells,  12  percussion,  2  shrapnel. 
At  10  a.  m.  fired  30-pounder  rifles — 13  shells.  At  4  p.  m.  saw  a  number 
of  rebels  in  the  woods;  fired  12-pounder  rifle,  2  rounds;  30-pounder, 
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7  rounds.  At  5: 30  p.  m.  sent  first  and  second  cutters  Ashore  to  take  off 
the  wounded.  At  9 :  30  the  cutters  returned  on  board. 

January  17. — At  2  fired  one  30-pounder  time  shell.  At  3:30  p.  m. 
the  Cherokee  opened  fire  on  the  rebels  back  of  the  Half  Moon  battery; 
ceased  firing  at  4:10. 

January  19. — Off'  Half  Moon  battery.  At  11 : 30  a.  m.  saw  a  regiment 
of  soldiers  advancing  up  the  beach,  apparently  to  attack  the  rebels, 
who  are  in  considerable  force  in  the  woods  near  the  Half  Moon  battery. 
At  12 : 30  p.  m.  received  orders  from  the  Governor  Buckingham  to  get 
underway  and  fire  at  the  rebels.  At  1  got  underway  and  went  to  quar¬ 
ters  and  opened  fire;  fired  30-pounder,  20  rounds;  3  rounds  percussion 
shell;  howitzer,  3  rounds.  Ceased  firing;  saw  our  troops  charge  and 
capture  a  number  of  rebels  and  storm  the  works. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness,  Acting  Master  Arey,  U.  S.  Navy. 

December  28,  1864. — Bound  from  Beaufort  to  Wilmington  with  coal 
schooners  in  tow. 

January  12, 1865. — At  5  p.  m.  proceeded  out  of  Beaufort  Harbor  for 
Wilmington. 

January  13. — At  3  a.  m.  slowed  down  and  ran  in  for  the  land;  laid  to 
until  daylight.  At  that  time  discovered  the  fleet  and  transports  moving 
in  for  the  enemy.  At  G:  50  a.  m.  the  Ironsides  commenced  to  shell  the 
woods.  From  8  to  12  noon,  underway  among  the  fleet.  At  8:  30  a.  m. 
received  orders  from  Captain  Breese,  fleet  captain,  to  proceed  to  the 
transport  Atlantic  and  to  take  on  a  load  of  troops  and  go  as  near  the 
shore  with  them  as  we  could.  We  took  on  the  troops  and  anchored  in 
5  fathoms  water  and  within  500  yards  of  the  beach.  Several  boats  came 
alongside  and  commenced  landing  troops.  Ironclads  in  position  firing 
at  the  fort.  At  1  p.  m.  finished  landing  troops;  weighed  anchor  and 
steamed  out  to  the  flagship.  At  3 : 30  troops  were  landed ;  signals  were 
made  recalling  boats,  also  to  get  underway.  At  4 :  40  the  action  became 
general.  At  5  saw  black  smoke  bearing  1ST.  E.  by  E.;  was  ordered  by 
the  admiral  to  give  chase.  At  5:  30  came  up  with  her;  she  proved  to 
be  the  U.  S.  S.  Britannia.  At  6  returned  to  the  Malvern.  From  8  to 
midnight,  lying  at  anchor  off  Flag  Pond  battery.  Firing  at  intervals 
during  the  watch. 

January  14.—  At  1  a.  m.  firing  ceased  from  the  ironclads.  At  11:07 
a.  m.  ironclads  opened  fire  on  the  forts.  Delivering  mail  among  the  fleet 
and  loading  with  ammunition  from  the  powder  boat.  At  11:45  p.  m. 
received  orders  to  deliver  cargo  to  the  New  Ironsides. 

January  15.— From  12  to  4  p.  m.  bombardment  still  going  on.  At 
4:30  p.  m.  musketry  firing  was  heard  in  the  woods  and  near  the  beach, 
answered  by  our  troops  in  the  trenches.  Opened  fire  with  our  bow  gun 
fired  5  shell  and  5  shrapnel.  At  5:10  ceased  firing.  Bombardment  of 
Fort  Fisher  still  continuing.  From  G  to  8  p.  m.  heavy  firing  from  the 
fleet.  From  8  to  midnight:  Firing  very  rapidly  at  the  forts.  At  10 
signals  were  made  to  the  fleet  from  the  shore.  All  the  fleet  commenced 
to  cheer  and  threw  up  rockets. 

January  16. — At  7 : 30  a.  m.  a  magazine  exploded  in  Fort  Fisher  kill¬ 
ing  and  wounding  a  number  of  our  men. 

January  17. — At  1  a.  m.  a  heavy  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Fisher. 

January  19.  Lying  at  anchor  off  Smithville.  Occasional  picket  fir¬ 
ing  on  shore. 
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January  20. — Lying  at  anchor  oft'  Smith ville.  At  2 : 05  a.  m.  made  a 
steamer  coming  iu ;  flagship  ordered  her  to  heave  to.  At  2 : 30  hove  up 
anchor  and  got  alongside  blockade  runner  Charlotte. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Cherokee,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  E.  Dennison,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  12,  1865. — At  10  p.  m.  the  N ansemond  arrived  and  commu¬ 
nicated  by  hail  and  gave  orders  from  the  admiral  to  hoist  two  lights 
and  send  boats  to  see  if  there  were  any  torpedoes  where  the  fleet  were 
at  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher.  Set  lights  and  sent  in  first  cutter 
with  9  men  and  1  officer,  armed. 

January  13. — At  7 : 20  a.  m.  the  Ironsides  commenced  shelling  the 
batteries.  At  8  a.  m.  called  to  quarters;  stood  slowly  inshore.  At 
8:30  called  away  first,  second,  and  third  cutters  and  sent  them  in  to 
assist  in  landing  troops.  At  8 :  35  a.  m.  first  gun  fired  from  Fort  Fisher. 
At  8:  45  came  to  anchor.  At  9:10  first  troops  were  landed.  At  10 
first  cutter  returned  for  canvas  and  nails  to  repair  the  second  cutter, 
she  having  been  bilged  on  the  beach.  At  2  p.  in.  the  first  and  third 
cutters  returned,  bringing  crew  of  the  second  cutter;  she  being  badly 
bilged  was  left  on  the  beach.  At  4: 10  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  to  the 
southward. 

January  14. — At  11:15  a.  m.  the  ironclad  Canonieus  firing  at  Fort 
Fisher. 

January  15. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. :  Got  underway  and  passed 
within  hail  of  the  Advance ;  got  orders  to  go  and  silence  a  Whitworth 
battery  near  Half  Moon.  Saw  a  number  of  men  close  by;  opened  fire 
on  them  in  company  with  the  Alabama,  Maumee ,  and  Governor  Buck¬ 
ingham.  Kept  up  a  slow  fire  to  cover  our  troops  on  the  beach.  At  5 
p.  m.  first  cutter  returned  ou  board.  At  5:30  ceased  firing.  At  9:50 
commenced  shelling  the  woods.  At  10:25  saw  a  lot  of  rockets  and 
other  lights  burned  by  the  fleet;  also  heard  three  cheers;  we  did  the 
same.  "At  11: 10  ceasedfiring.  Expended  this  day  the  following  ammu¬ 
nition:  Twenty-] >ounder  Parrott  rifle,  51  percussion  shells;  42  shells, 
not  fuzed;  13  shrapnel,  not  fuzed;  106  charges  powder;  55  paper  fuzes; 
170  primers;  50  shell;  4  shrapnel.  Twenty-four-pounder  howitzer, 
fixed  ammunition.  Discovered  the  fuzes  to  be  very  defective  from 
corrosion  and  dampness. 

January  16. — At  9:  30  a.  m.,  seeing  several  men  on  shore,  called  to 
quarters  and  commenced  shelling  them  from  our  20-pounder  Parrott 
rifles.  At  10: 40  firing  ceased.  Expended  9  pivot  charges  to  load  10 
shells  and  shrapnel.  From  8  to  midnight:  Sent  first  and  third  cut¬ 
ters  away  to  bring  off  the  wounded.  At  10  the  boats  returned. 

January  17. — At  3  a.  m.  saw  a  large  fire  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Fisher;  heard  several  very  heavy  explosions  from  the  same.  At  10 
a.  m.  signal  made  from  senior  officer.  Sent  away  the  first  cutter. 
Heard  another  explosion  in  the  direction  of  Smith’s  Island.  At  3:  30 
p.  m.  called  to  quarters  and  commenced  shelling  the  men  seen  iu  and 
about  the  houses  with  spar  and  gun-deck  batteries.  At  4:15  ceased 
firing. 

January  18. — From  8  to  meridian  expended  5  rounds  of  pivot  ammu¬ 
nition. 

January  19. — At  1:30  p.  m.  saw  a  body  of  our  troops  going  down  to 
attack  the  squad  of  rebels  in  the  rifle  pits  opposite  us.  Called  to  quar¬ 
ters  and  commenced  shelling  the  pits  with  after  rifle  20-pounder  Par- 
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rott.  At  2:50  our  troops  charged  and  took  the  pits  with  a  number  of 
prisoners,  and  afterwards  a  part  of  them  occupied  the  works.  From  6 
to  8  our  troops  set  tire  to  several  houses  close  by  the  ride  pits. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Advance. 

U.  8.  S.  Advance, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  Ar.  G.,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  herein  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel 
and  the  division  planed  under  my  command  in  the  recent  operations 
against  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity. 

Agreeably  to  your  order,  I  conferred  with  Major-General  Terry  and 
proceeded  to  land  the  troops  and  munitions  indicated  by  him.  This 
was  continued  through  the  13th,  14th,  and  15th,  days  and  nights,  most 
of  the  time  through  a  heavy  surf  that  destroyed  a  number  of  our  boats, 
and  at  times  threatened  the  lives  of  the  officers  and  men. 

The  officers  and  crew,  not  only  of  my  own  command,  but  of  the  other 
vessels  in  this  division,  expressed  a  desire  to  participate  in  the  assault, 
but  a  number  of  the  boats  having  been  disabled,  our  position  being 
removed  from  the  point  of  landing,  and  there  being  as  much  woi’U 
and  as  I  conceived  at  the  time  as  important,  to  be  done  to  support 
the  position  of  the  forces  on  shore,  1  deemed  it  best,  and  in  accord- 
ance  with  your  wishes,  that  they  should  not  be  gratified  in  this  respect. 
Ihe  Tristram  Shandy  did.  however,  through  a  misunderstanding,  send 
a  few  men  and  two  officers.  About  4  p.  m.,  soon  after  the  assault  com¬ 
menced,  the  enemy  having  opened  two  hours  before  with  a  Whitworth 
battery  on  some  of  the  vessels  of  my  line,  1  observed  skirmishing 
between  our  pickets  and  those  of  the  enemy  close  at  hand,  several  of 
the  balls  passing  over  and  near  us,  and  killing  a  soldier  near  our  boats. 
1  suspected  the  enemy  had  moved  down  the  peninsula  in  force  to  sur¬ 
prise  or  to  create  a  diversion  from  the  assault.  Immediately  went  to 
quarters,  followed  by  the  other  vessels,  and  began  shelling  the  woods 
and  cover  in  front  of  our  intrenchments.  Our  firing  was  successful 
eliciting  cheers  from  our  troops  as  the  shell  fell  among  theenemv,  driv¬ 
ing  lmn  off  in  haste.  To  prevent  his  return  an  occasional  shell  was 
hied  during  the  mght  in  that  direction.  I  can  not  close  tnis  report 
winch  I  desire  shall  be  brief,  without  calling  to  your  notice  my  execu¬ 
tive  officer,  Acting  Master  Gardner  Cottrell,  to  whose  intelligence  and 
untiring  energy  the  success  of  our  labors  is  mainly  due.  I  can  not  but 
believe  the  general  commanding  will  make  some  acknowledgment  of 
his  important  services.  Mr.  Cottrell  has  been  our  principal  medium  in 
the  work  to  be  done,  often  originating  and  always  faithfully  executino- 
whatever  was  necessary.  J  ® 

I  am  gratified  by  the  cheerful  manner  in  which  the  officers  and  crew 
o  my  own  vessel,  as  well  as  those  of  the  division  under  my  command 

i in'  theTdivd s ion  theiI>  dUtl6S*  Aunexed  is  a  list  of  the  vessels  compos 

Emma,  Governor  Buckingham,  Tristram  Shandy,  Lilian ,  Aries,  Chero¬ 
kee,  Alabama,  and  Wilderness. 

Unclosed  is  a  list  of  ammunition  expended. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 

Lieutenant-  Commander ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Advance,  Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  13, 1865. — At  7  a.  m.  made  the  lleet  at  anchor  off  Wilmington, 
bearing  W.  At  7:10  saw  the  Governor  Buckingham  and  Maratanza 
inshore  of  us,  steaming  in  for  the  fleet.  At  7 : 50,  finding  that  it  would 
be  difficult  to  communicate  with  the  admiral  while  the  vessels  were 
moving,  stopped  engines  and  allowed  ship  to  drift.  At  8,  most  of  the 
vessels  having  anchored,  steamed  for  the  flagship.  At  8:30  communi¬ 
cated  with  the  flagship  and  captain  repaired  on  board.  Captain 
returned,  and  at  10  commenced  to  collect  the  division,  which  had  been 
placed  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Commander  John  H.  Upshur 
by  admiral’s  order  No.  10.  At  10: 15  sent  first  and  second  cutters  to 
land  provisions  from  the  Russia,  and  ordered  each  vessel  of  the  division 
to  do  the  same.  At  10:20  came  to  inside  of  the  line  of  battle  in  4 
fathoms  water,  and  from  4  to  6  all  boats  employed  in  landing  ammuni¬ 
tion  from  the  tugs.  At  10:  40  p.  m.  the  Eliza  Hancox  came  within  hail 
and  requested  Captain  Upshur  to  have  landed  the  intrenching  tools. 
Immediately  sent  two  boats  and  ordered  all  other  vessels  to  do  the 
same. 

The  Ironsides  and  monitors  bombarding  Fort  Fisher.  A  portion  of 
tbe  fleet  covering  and  landing  troops  to  the  northward  of  the  forts. 

January  14. — The  greater  portion  of  thefleet  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 
The  ironclads  firing  during  the  night  and  aided  by  a  few  wooden  vessels 
steadily  playing  on  the  forts.  This  ship’s  boats  employed  landing  stores. 

January  15. — From  midnight  to  meridian,  boats  landing  stores  and 
ammunition.  At  12:30  a  battery  of  fieldpieces  opened  on  the  Alabama. 
Sent  two  vessels  to  assist  her,  which  soon  silenced  the  battery.  At 
about  4  p.  m.  the  sailors  and  marines  landed  with  their  respective  offi¬ 
cers,  the  whole  command  in  charge  of  Fleet  Captain  Breese,  ready  for 
the  assault,  and  moved  along  the  beach,  the  army  assaulting  columns 
moving  to  the  right.  At  4:30  the  fleet  ceased  firing  and  assault  was 
made.  The  naval  brigade  was  repulsed  and  the  army  obtained  a 
footing  in  the  works.  The  fleet  reopened  fire  and  continued  into  the 
night.  At  4 :  30  p.  m.  the  enemy  attacked  our  picket  line  abreast  of  the 
ship.  At  once  beat  to  quarters  and  opened  fire  on  them  with  the  30- 
pounder  Parrott.  Ordered  the  rest  of  the  division  to  do  the  same.  At 
4:30  the  Emma  succeeded  in  getting  the  boats  off.  From  0  to  8  p.  m, 
the  whole  division  firing  at  intervals  at  the  enemy  in  the  woods.  From 
8  to  midnight  lauding  ammunition.  At  11:30  p.  m.  heard  cheering 
from  the  flagship  and  saw  rockets  sent  up  from  different  parts  of  the 
fleet.  At  11:40  there  was  a  general  cheering,  in  which  we  took  part. 
The  supposition  is  that  the  fort  is  ours. 

January  16. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.  From  boats  that  returned 
we  learned  that  Fort  Fisher  had  been  captured  by  the  army  and  navy. 
At  7  a.  m.  saw  a  heavy  explosion  take  place  in  Fort  Fisher.  American 
Hag  flying  over  Fort  Fisher.  At  10:40  a.  m.  sent  the  Tristram  Shandy 
inshore  to  get  off  the  Wabash's  launch.  Learned  that  the  magazine  in 
the  fort  blew  up,  killing  and  wounding  a  large  number  of  our  people. 
At  4  : 10  the  Eliza  Hancox  came  within  hail  and  requested  us  to  take 
off  some  wounded.  At  once  ordered  the  whole  division  to  send  their 
boats  for  that  purpose.  At  7  the  boats  returned  to  their  respective 
ships.  From  8  p.  m.  to  midnight  a  number  of  heavy  explosions  occurred 
during  the  night  in  the  direction  of  Smith’s  Island  and  Fort  Caswell. 
Enemy  supposed  to  be  blowing  up  and  abandoning  their  works.  A 
number  of  our  gunboats  entered  Cape  Fear  Kiver. 
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December  28,  1864-January  12,  1865. — Lying  at  anchor  in  Beaufort 
Harbor.  At  12:50  p.  rn.  received  dispatches  for  the  admiral  and  pas 
sengers  from  the  Advance ;  proceeded  to  sea.  At  1 : 10  crossed  the  bar. 
From  0  to  8,  standing  through  the  beet.  At  7  : 15  communicated  with 
the  admiral  and  received  orders  to  follow  astern  of  him.  At  8 : 40  p.  m. 
flagship  anchored;  captain  went  on  board  with  mail  and  passengers. 
In  the  darkness,  in  trying  to  cross  a  hawser  from  the  Fort  Jackson  to  a 
monitor,  ran  into  the  Fort  Jackson,  carrying  away  the  gig  and  smashing 
a  portion  of  the  hurricane  deck. 

January  13. — From  4  to  8  a.  m.,  through  the  watch  following  the 
movements  of  the  admiral,  carrying  orders.  At  8 : 15  the  New  Ironsides 
and  monitors  got  in  range  and  opened  on  Fort  Fisher.  Boats  of  the 
squadron  employed  landing  troops,  covered  by  the  frigates  and  sloops 
of  war.  Carrying  orders  around  the  fleet.  At  11  steamed  in  company 
with  the  admiral  up  to  the  ironclads  at  the  fort.  The  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
with  her  division,  advancing  down  the  coast,  covering  the  skirmishers. 
At  11 :  30  the  admiral  signaled  to  the  Santiago  to  cease  tiring.  At  4:30 
p.  m.  the  fleet  formed  and  opened  on  Fort  Fisher.  Running  with 
orders  from  the  admiral  to  the  fleet.  From  6  to  8  p.  m:  Received 
Lieutenant  Preston  on  board  (from  the  Malvern)  and  carried  orders  to 
the  fleet  to  withdraw  from  action,  the  ironclads  keeping  up  a  desul¬ 
tory  firing.  At  8:  30  came  to  anclior. 

January  Id. — Until  1:  25  p.  m.  carrying  orders  to  the  fleet  from  the 
admiral.  At  1:  30  p.  in.  received  dispatches  and  orders  to  proceed  to 
Beaufort,  N.  C.  At  9:15  arrived  and  anchored  outside  the  bar  off 
Beaufort. 

'January  15. — At  2  p.  m.  took  coal  schooner  Cerro  Cordo  in  tow  and 
proceeded  to  sea. 

January  Id. — At  7:30  a.  in.  arrived  off  New  Inlet  and  anchored  the 
tow.  From  8  to  meridian  received  orders  from  the  flagship  to  con¬ 
vey  the  wounded  from  the  fleet  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Employed 
during  the  day  gathering  the  wounded  from  the  different  ships  and 
transporting  them  to  the  hospital  vessels. 

January  23.— From  8  to  meridian:  Fleet  captain  came  on  board,  ran 
down  to  Smith’s  Island,  landed  and  took  possession  of  two  fieldpieces, 
put  them  in  a  scow,  and  took  them  off'  to  the  ship. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Lamson,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 

New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina ,  January  17,  1855. 

Sir:  I  have  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in 
the  operations  resulting  in  the  capture  of  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Cape  Fear  River: 

On  the  11th  instant  1  left  Beaufort  in  obedience  to  your  orders  and 
relieved  Commander  Rolando  off  New  Inlet,  where  the  fleet  arrived 
during  the  night  ot  the  12th,  and  sent  a  boat  in  on  the  bar  to  prevent 
the  enemy  from  planting  torpedoes  during  the  night.  At  daylight 
received  an  order  to  take  position  opposite  Half-Moon  battery,  and  sent 
all  my  boats  in  obedience  to  signal  to  assist  in  landing  troops,  which 
operation  continued  during  the  day  and  evening.  On  the  morniuo-  of 
the  14th  I  received  orders  to  superintend  the  landing  of  General  Terry’s 
artillery,  which  was  done  under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Farquhar 
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and  myself  without  wetting  a  gun  or  a  cartridge.  On  the  morning  of 
the  15th,  as  the  iieet  was  going  into  action,  the  signal  for  the  storming 
party  to  land  was  made,  and  running  closer  inshore  I  landed  with  70 
officers  and  men  and  reported  to  Fleet  Captain  K.  R.  Breese. 

As  Captain  Breese  has  no  doubt  reported  to  you  the  part  taken  by  us 
in  the  assault,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  speak  of  it,  but  1  wish  to 
bear  testimony  to  the  gallant  personal  efforts  of  Captain  Breese  to  rally 
the  men  after  they  were  checked  by  the  withering  fire  from  the  fort 
and  to  get  the  marines  to  open  on  the  enemy’s  infantry,  under  cover  of 
which  fire  we  might  have  gained  the  parapet. 

Acting  Ensigns  Sands,  Keith,  Laightou,  and  Miller,  of  this  vessel, 
behaved  with  great  gallantry  in  trying  to  rally  the  men. 

During  the  day  Acting  Master  Charles  B.  Dalilgren,  in  charge  of  the 
Gettysburg ,  took  a  good  position  close  inshore  and  used  the  guns  with 
effect,  anil  towed  out  the  Pequot ,  temporarily  disabled. 

A  report  of  the  killed  and  Avounded  of  this  vessel  has  already  been 
forwarded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  H.  Lamson, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,,  U.  B.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Eddy,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  casualties  on  the  TJ.  S.  S. 

Gettysburg. 

FT.  S.  S.  Gettysburg,  January  l<i ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  killed  and 
wounded  in  the  assault  on  Fort  kisher  of  the  loth  instant,  and  by  the 
explosion  of  a  magazine  in  the  fort  on  the  morning  of  the  16tli  instant: 
The  following  were  killed  and  wounded  in  the  assault: 


Name. 

Rate. 

Rem  arks. 

Killed. 

William  Skimmon  . . - . 

Captain  of  hold . 

Lieutenant,  commanding . 

Do 

Wound  of  arm  and  shoulder. 

Wound  ot  hip  and  pelvis. 

Wound  of  head. 

Wound  of  thigh. 

Do. 

Wound  of  head. 

The  following  were  killed  by  explosion  of  magazine: 


R.  H.  Gillette  . . 
A.  S.  Laighton  . 
John  McCallum 
John  Winkle  . . 


Rate. 


Acting  assistant  paymaster 

Acting  Ensign . 

Eirst-class  fireman . 

_ do . 


Name. 


Remarks. 


Missing;  probably  killed. 
Do. 


Respectfully,  etc., 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon , 


G.  S.  Eddy, 

U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 


Lieutenant  R.  H.  Lamson, 

Commanding  If.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Lilian,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.»A.  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy. 

V 

January  13,  1865. — Off  Fort  Fisher.  At  6  a,  in.  steamed  inshore. 
At  7  the  Nansemond  came  up  to  us  with  orders  from  the  admiral  to  form 
in  line  of  battle.  At  7 : 30  the  admiral  made  general  signal.  Answered 
and  steamed  toward  the  shore  above  Fort  Fisher.  From  8  to  12  merid¬ 
ian:  Stood  in  toward  the  shore;  sent  the  first  and  second  cutters  to 
assist  in  landing  troops.  Employed  landing  troops  and  provisions. 
At  3:  30  ]>.  m.  part  of  the  fleet  got  underway  and  commenced  an  attack 
upon  Fort  Fisher.  At  7:30  p.  m.  boats  returned,  being  unable  to  land 
on  account  of  the  surf. 

January  11. — Boats  [of  the  Lilian ]  employed  landing  stores  for  the 
army.  Fleet  bombarding  Fort  Fisher. 

January  15. — From  4  a.  m.  to  4  p.  in.:  Employed  landing  troops  and 
stores  for  the  array.  At  4:30  p.  m.  called  to  general  quarters.  Com¬ 
menced  shelling  the  woods.  Fired  1  solid  shot,  10  15-second,  G  20-second, 
and  8  percussion  shell  from  30-pounder,  and  2  solid  shot,  5  percussion, 
0  10  second,  G  20-second  shell  from  20-pounder.  From  G  to  8  p.  in.: 
Fired  1  percussion  shell  from  20-pounder.  At  9  sent  two  boats  to  land 
ammunition.  At  10:30  flagship  signaled  “Fort  Fisher  taken.”  Called 
all  hands  to  cheer  ship,  fired  G  rockets.  At  midnight  all  boats  returned. 

January  16. — At  2  a.  m.  fired  1  shot  from  30-pounder.  At  4  fired  1 
shell  from  20-pounder  into  the  woods  to  protect  the  army.  From  4 
to  8  a.  m.:  Shelling  the  woods.  Fired  1  shot  from  30-pounder.  Sent 
first  and  second  cutters  to  land  ammunition  for  the  army.  From  4  to 
6  p.  m.  sent  boats  to  take  wounded  men  Irom  the  shore  to  the  shipping. 
At  9:  30  boats  returned  to  the  ship.  At  11 :  30  the  admiral  ordered  the 
ship  to  proceed  to  Beaufort  with  dispatches.  At  12  left  the  fleet  for 
Beaufort. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Tucker  If.  S.  Navy. 

FT.  S.  S.  Lilian, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  I  submit  the  following  state¬ 
ment: 

On  the  night  ot  Sunday,  January  15,  1865,  while  on  shore  in  charge 
ot  a  boat  landing  ammunition,  I  met  among  our  prisoners  an  officer  of 
the  Confederate  Navy,  who  represented  himself  as  a  lieutenant,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  a  Dr.  Avery,  formerly  of  the  U.  S.  Navy,  he  also  a  prisoner 

From  him  I  learned  that  he  was  on  board  the  Confederate  armed 
cruiser  which  came  out  at  the  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  Biver  on  the 
mormng^ot  December  2G,  18G4,  for  the  express  purpose  of  capturing  the 
United  States  blockading  vessel  stationed  off  that  place,  having  seen 
the  entire  day  before  that  she  was  unsupported.  That  the  rebel  cruiser 
was  armed  with  five  guns,  one  of  which  was  a  hundred  pounder,  and 
expressed  his  opinion  that  their  intentions  would  have  been  accom¬ 
plished  had  they  not  judged  that,  from  our  movements,  we  were  endeav- 
onng  to  draw  him  down  upon  other  of  our  vessels. 

Thomas  B.  Tucker, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris,  AcUn0  Ensign. 

Commanding. 
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Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Emma,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Williams,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

January  14-20 ,  1865. — Boats  employed  taking  off  wounded,  carrying 
provisions  for  troops,  and  taking  boats  off  the  beach. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Nansemond,  Lieutenant  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

January  13,  1865. — At  5:20  a.  m.  cast  off  and  steamed  to  flagship 
Malvern ,  and  have  been  carrying  orders  since  that.  At  7 : 30  the  Brooklyn 
opened  Are  on  the  woods  to  the  north  of  Half  Moon  battery.  Prom  8 
to  midnight  transported  troops  from  steamer  General  Lyon  to  shore. 
At  1:10  p.  m.  landed  the  last  load  of  troops  on  the  beach.  At  4:30 
p.  m.  the  fleet  commenced  firing  very  rapidly  on  Fort  Fisher.  Steam¬ 
ing  about  carrying  orders.  From  8  to  midnight  at  anchor  near  the 
flagship. 

January  14.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  At  anchor  near  the  flagship 
Malvern.  The  ironclads  have  been  tiring  from  three  to  five  shells  an 
hour  this  watch.  From  8  p.  m.  to  midnight  delivered  all  the  powder 
and  shells  to  the  ironclads.  At  11  steamed  offshore  and  anchored. 

January  15. — From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  fleet  engaged  with  the 
forts  and  batteries.  At  3  the  fleet  ceased  firing  and  the  men  made 
the  assault.  Sent  the  gig  in  charge  of  Master’s  Mate  Brown  to  bring 
off  wounded  men.  Sent  the  surgeon’s  steward  to  assist  on  shore. 
From  4  to  6  p.  m.  taking  on  board  the  wounded  sailors  off  the  beach. 
The  troops  on  the  outer  works  of  Fort  Fisher.  From  G  to  midnight: 
Receiving  wounded.  At  10:15  heard  loud  cheering  from  the  fleet. 
Flagship  sent  up  rockets;  so  did  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  Supposed  the 
fort  was  taken. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Green,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Tristram 

Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 

Off  Wilmington,  A.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  Special  Order 
No.  10,  after  assisting  in  landing  the  troops  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
of  January,  the  boats  of  this  vessel,  after  reporting  to  Lieutenant- 
Commander  John  H.  Upshur,  proceeded  to  assist  in  landing  stores  and 
provisions  from  the  army  transports.  On  the  15th  instant  one  boat 
from  this  vessel  with  2  officers  and  20  men,  all  volunteers,  were  sent  to 
assist  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  15th 
instant  an  attack  was  made  by  the  rebels  upon  our  pickets  immediately 
abreast  of  this  ship.  Fire  was  opened  from  this  vessel  as  well  as  from 
the  other  gunboats  in  the  vicinity,  but  the  attack  was  of  very  short 
duration.  I  enclose  a  list  of  casualties  among  officers  and  men  of  this 
vessel  in  the  assault  on  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Green, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 
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Report  of  Surgeon’s  Steward  Delano,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  tl\e  Casualties  on  the  U.  S.  S. 

Tristram  Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 

Off  Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  January  17 ,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following-  casualties  among  the 
officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  at  the  stormiug  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  15th  instant: 


Name. 

Rate. 

Remarks. 

Ben  Wood . 

Severe  gunshot  wound  in  right  arm  and 
left  thigh. 

Severely  wounded  in  leg. 

Missing. 

Edward  Williams . 

M.  J.  Donovan . 

Very  respectfully, 

William  Delano, 
Surgeon’s  Steward,  in  Charge. 

F.  M.  Green,  j 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Little  Ada,  Acting  Master  Crafts,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  13,  1 865.— Carrying  dispatches  through  the  fleet.  At  11 
a.  in.  reported  to  General  Terry  for  duty.  Went  alongside  the  steamer 
General  McClellan  and  commenced  taking  in  ammunition  for  land  forces 

January  14.— Delivering  dispatches  and  messages  through  thesquad- 

January  15.— Carrying  dispatches  through  the  fleet.  Naval  brigade 
made  an  assault  at  3  p.  m.;  were  repulsed.  A  few  minutes  afterwards 
the  land  forces  made  an  assault  and  succeeded  in  capturing  several 
traverses  very  quickly,  and  then  came  to  a  standstill,  holding  what  thev 
had  gained.  J 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Britannia,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Huse,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  13,  1865.— At  10:30  p.  m.  received  orders  from  Captain 
Upshur  to  send  two  boats  for  landing  troops;  did  so.  An  occasional 
gun  tired  Iroin  the  fort  all  the  watch. 

January  18.— At  12:50  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Cape  Fear  River  in 
company  with  the  fleet.  At  5  p.  m.  boats  from  the  Tacony  landed  and 
set  tire  to  the  barracks  and  gun  carriages  on  a  fort  on  the  west  side  of 
the  river. 

January  in.  At  1  p.  m.  sent  boats  to  embark  prisoners.  At  2-30 
three  guns  were  fired  from  a  rebel  fort  at  the  Eliza  Hancox 

Januaonj  ^.-Embarking  prisoners.  At  7:40  p.  in.  explosion  in  a 
fort  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  took  place. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  MacDiarmid,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Governor 

Buckingham. 

-m-r-  Governor  Buckingham, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina,  January  26,  1865 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  boats  of  this  vessel  were 
employed  m  landing  troops,  provisions,  intrenching  tools,  ammunition, 
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etc.,  on  the  13tli,  14th,  15tli  instant;  on  the  16th  and  17th  instant  they 
were  employed  in  carrying  wounded  to  the  transports.  On  the  15th 
instant  shelled  the  woods  by  Half  Moon  battery  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  Lieutenant-Commander  Ralph  Chandler. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  MacDiarmid, 

U.  S.  Navy. 

January  13,  1865. — At  9:40  a.  m.  anchored  off  Half  Moon  battery, 
between  the  Nereus  and  Pontoosuc.  Sent  three  boats  to  land  troops 
from  the  transports.  At  10 : 20  recalled  all  boats  and  sent  them  to  land 
stores.  At  anchor  in  position,  covering  the  landing  of  stores  and 
troops  4  miles  northward  of  the  fort.  At  4  p.  m.  the  fleet  formed  in  line 
of  battle  and  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  From  4  to  6  three  boats  from 
this  ship  landing  army  stores,  the  fleet  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  on  the 
forts.  From  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Boats  not  returned;  firing  getting  very 
slow.  From  8  to  midnight:  Boats  not  returned;  monitors  keeping  up 
a  brisk  fire  at  intervals  of  about  ten  minutes.  At  10 : 15  the  army  tug 
Eliza  Hancox  spoke  us,  desiring  us  to  send  boats  to  land  intrenching 
tools.  Midnight,  boats  not  returned  from  landing  stores. 

January  14. — Boats  not  yet  returned;  all  quiet  along  the  lines  of  the 
fleet  and  the  army.  At  11 : 30  a.  m.  hove  up  anchor  and  stood  to  the 
southward.  Launch’s  crew  came  on  board  in  the  second  cutter,  having 
left  their  boat  on  the  beach;  first  cutter  away.  Meridian  to  4  p.  m.: 
At  anchor  3  miles  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Fisher.  Sent  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  cutters  to  land  stores  from  the  army  transports;  also  sent  an  officer 
with  a  boat’s  crew  to  bring  off  the  launch.  At  4  the  officer  and  the 
crew  returned  and  reported  that  the  launch  was  stove.  A  part  of  the 
gunboats  with  the  ironclads  engaged  with  Fort  Fsher.  Boats  employed 
landing  stores  from  the  transports.  At  9  p.  m.  first  cutter  returned  to 
the  ship,  having  been  capsized  in  the  surf. 

January  15.— At  7 :  30  a.  m.  the  wooden  gunboats  opened  fire  on  Fort 
Fisher.  From  8  to  meridian:  Boats  employed  landing  army  stores. 
Sent  carpenter’s  mate  and  boat’s  crew  on  shore  to  repair  launch  and 
bring  her  off.  They  returned  and  reported  her  so  badly  stove  and 
broken  up  that  she  could  not  be  repaired ;  was  condemned.  At  anchor 
off  Battery  Gatlin.  At  1  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders,  got  underway 
and  stood  up  to  the  Half  Moon  battery  and  shelled  the  woods  for  an 
hour;  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy;  returned  and  anchored  off  Battery 
Gatlin.  Saw  our  pickets  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  Opened  fire 
again  and  kept  up  a  brisk  fire  on  the  woods  until  6  p.  m.  From  6  to  8 
p.  m.,  shelling  the  woods  and  shore.  From  8  to  midnight,  firing  every 
fifteen  minutes,  shelling  the  woods.  At  10 : 20  p.  m.  the  firing  from  the 
fleet  suddenly  ceased,  and  rockets  were  thrown  up  by  the  fleet  and 
colored  lights  shown.  Heard  jolly  cheering  from  each  ship;  by  that 
supposed  that  the  Fort  Fisher  had  been  captured.  Gave  three  rousing- 
cheers  for  the  Union,  fired  a  shotted  broadside  into  the  woods,  and 
ceased.  Captain  went  to  the  fleet.  Ammunition  expended,  1 13  rounds. 

January  16.— At  10  a.  m.  a  party  of  rebel  troops  in  sight  to  the 
northward;  opened  fire  on  them  and  dispersed  them.  At  1  p.  m.  got 
underway  and  stood  down  to  the  fleet. 
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Report  of  Captam  Dawson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  regarding  the  pgrt  performed  by  the  force 

under  his  command. 


Marine  Barracks, 

New  York,  February  15,  1865. 

Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  marines  under  my  command  in  the  recent  assault  upon 
Fort  Fisher: 

Upon  landing,  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  January,  I  found  all  the 
men  that  were  to  constitute  the  assaulting  column  on  shore.  There 
were  about  365  men  in  line,  exclusive  of  Lieutenant  Fagan,  who  had 
been  ordered  by  Captain  Breese  to  occupy  a  riHe  pit  off  to  the  right, 
near  the  army  advance,  before  I  had  reached  the  shore. 

I  hastily  divided  the  line  into  four  companies,  under  command  of 
Captain  Butler,  First  Lieutenant  Wallace,  First  Lieutenant  Corrie,  and 
First  Lieutenant  Parker,  giving  First  Lieutenant  Williams  charge  of 
some  25  skirmishers,  and  First  Lieutenant  Meeker  acting  as  adjutant. 

I  received  two  or  three  orders  from  Captain  Breese  “to  bring  up  the 
marines  at  once;  that  we  would  be  late;”  so  that  I  had  to  move  off 
without  time  to  equalize  the  companies,  to  number  them  off  for  facing 
and  marching;  to  select  sergeants  to  replace  officers,  or  post  the  guides 
of  a  single  company  or  platoon. 

I  took  the  marines  up  and  filed  across  the  peninsula  in  front  of  the 
sailors,  with  skirmishers  thrown  out.  Captain  Breese  pointed  out  some 
light  intrenchments  toward  the  main  bastion  of  Fort  Fisher,  which 
were  dug  and  being  completed  under  cover  of  the  fire  of  the  fleet.  He 
ordered  me  “  to  advance  to  those  that  were  finished,  and  as  soon  as 
those  nearest  the  fort  were  completed  to  occupy  them,  and  when  the 
assault  was  made  that  I  should  keep  up  a  full  fire,  when  the  sailors 
would  rush  by  me,  and  when  well  past,  the  marines  would  follow  them 
into  the  fort;”  thus,  in  the  event  of  a  repulse,  we  would  have  had  cover 
to  fall  back  to  and  a  point  to  rally  upon. 

I  had  advanced  to  the  second  line  of  cover  and  was  waiting  for  the 
nearer  intrenchments  to  be  finished,  when  I  received  an  order  from  Cap¬ 
tain  Breese  “to  take  the  marines  down  on  the  beach,  about  150  yards 
to  the  left,  and  that  he  would  bring  up  the  sailors;”  “that  there  was 
splendid  cover  on  the  beach,  and  that  Captain  Breese  was  going  that 
way.” 

1  was  surprised  at  this  order,  and  asked  the  gentleman  who  delivered 
it  it  he  was  not  mistaken,  but  he  replied,  “  No.”  1  immediately  obeyed 
the  order,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  sailors  were  brought  up. 

My  men  were  formed  by  the  right  flank  when  the  sailors  came  up 
the  first  division  passing  the  marines,  and  the  whole  command  lying 
clown  by  the  right  flank,  marines  abreast  of  the  second  division,  sailors 
oil  the  upper  side  of  the  beach.  While  at  this  point  I  received  no 
or d cis.  1  hud  lead  the  admiral’s  older  to  Captain  Breese  respectin0- 
the  assault,  and  was  watching  the  army,  knowing  that,  agreeably  to 
that  order,  the  “  army  were  to  be  seen  going  in  over  the  northwest  par¬ 
apet  ot  the  tort  before  we  were  to  move  to  assault  the  sea  face,”  when  I 
heard  the  order,  “Charge!  Charge!”  Everyone  rose  up  and  dashed 
forward,  yelling  and  cheering  so  loudly  that  no  order  could  either  be 
heard  or  passed. 


I  tried  to  prevent  the  noise,  but  with  no  success. 

I  maintained  the  same  position  I  had  started  in,  abreast  the  second 
di  vision  ot  sailors,  and  as  the  sand  was  much  heavier  on  the  upper  side 
ot  the  beach,  I  could  gain  nothing  on  the  first  division  until  thev  got 
under  the  heavy  fire  ot  the  fort,  when  the  first  company  of  marines  got 
abreast  with  the  center  ot  the  first  division  of  sailors.  I  had  just 
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reached  the  head  of  my  men  after  a  hard  run  when  I  saw  the  head  of 
the  line  of  sailors,  who  had  reached  the  end  of  the  stockade,  begin  to 
falter  and  turn  back  and  was  myself,  about  10  or  50  yards  from  the 
end  of  the  stockade  on  the  beach.  I  saw  some  6  or  8  men  go  around 
the  end  of  the  stockade,  but  immediately  return,  and  it  was  at  this 
instant  that  the  whole  line  commenced  doubling  up  and  flying,  every¬ 
body  for  themselves,  except  some  30  officers  and  men  at  the  head  of  the 
line,  who  took  cover  under  an  angle  in  the  stockade. 

the  efforts  of  the  officers  to  rally  the  men  were  wholly  unsuccessful, 
the  order  to  retreat  being  passed  along  generally.  At  the  moment 
when  the  head  of  the  line  gave  way  the  marines  were  not  near  enough 
to  open  fire  effectually,  and  were  on  the  double-quick  and  quite 
exhausted,  nor  was  there  the  slightest  cover  this  side  of  the  stockade, 
except  a  few  sand  hills  very  near  the  stockade. 

I  saw  that  the  men  were  hopelessly  repulsed.  I  looked  to  the  rear  of 
the  line,  which  was  breaking  as  well  as  the  front,  and  that  a  good  many 
marines  were  joining  in  the  retreat,  so  that  I  at  once  ordered  the  mar¬ 
ines  to  “lie  down  and  fire  at  the  parapet,”  with  a  view  of  decreasing 
the  rebel  fire  and  to  prevent  the  confusion  and  exposure  incident  to 
such  a  crowd  retreating  upon  an  open  beach. 

Nearly  all  the  marines  of  the  first  and  second  companies  obeyed  this 
order;  the  two  rear  companies  I  could  not  see,  but  as  few  were  to  be 
seen  after  the  retreat  was  effected,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  they  went 
also. 

As  soon  as  the  panic  was  over  I  ordered  those  men  who  had  lain 
down  and  were  firing  to  retreat  in  squads,  as  I  supposed  the  fleet  would 
soon  open  on  that  bastion  of  the  fort.  I  did  not  retreat  myself,  but 
stayed  on  the  beach,  about  50  yards  from  the  end  of  the  stockade,  until 
sunset,  watching  the  progress  of  the  army. 

When  I  went  to  the  rear  a  staff  officer  informed  me  that  General 
Terry  desired  all  the  marines  and  sailors  who  had  arms  to  occupy  the 
right  of  General  Paine’s  line;  that  the  rebels  were  demonstrating  there. 
Though  it  was  nearly  dark  I  succeeded  in  getting  about  180  marines 
behind  the  breastworks  near  General  Terry’s  headquarters,  where  they 
remained  until  morning. 

The  rebels,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  met  the  assault,  evidently 
regarded  it  as  the  main  attack,  as  it  was  the  first.  With  the  result  of 
our  attack  no  one  was  more  disappointed  than  myself. 

I  obeyed  all  the  orders  I  received  from  Captain  Breese  promptly,  and 
exerted  myself  all  1  could  to  make  the  assault  successful,  and  though 
a  portion  of  the  marines  retreated  with  the  sailors,  it  is  but  just  to  the 
rest  to  say  that  they  remained  and  performed  the  duty  of  good  soldiers 
until  I  passed  the  order  to  retreat. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  Dawson, 

Captain ,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

Bear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Captain  Dawson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  answering  criticisms  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter. 

TJ.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 

New  York ,  January  27 ,  1865. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  our  arrival  at  this  place,  and 
to  enclose  you  a  communication  and  rough  diagram  which  I  wrote  upon 
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reading  the  admiral’s  report  of  the  15th,  and  as  lie  maintains  the  same 
opinions  in  that  of  the  17th,  I  thought  I  would  forward  it  to  you  for 
your  perusal. 

The  admiral  speaks  of  the  “marines  not  being  in  position,  occupy¬ 
ing  the  rifle  pits,  etc.”  I  have  already  written  you  that  the  line  ot 
approach  first  marked  out,  where  some  slight  cover  was  thrown  up,  was 
abandoned  by  Captain  Breese,  and  that  he  took  the  whole  ot  us  on  the 
beach.  At  the  time  we  all  laid  on  the  beach  we  were  by  the  right 
flank,  marines  abreast  the  second  division.  While  at  this  point  1 
received  no  orders  whatever  from  Captain  Breese  as  to  what  lie  pro¬ 
posed  the  marines  should  do  before  the  order  to  “charge  ’  was  given, 
nor  while  we  were  on  the  move  up  the  beach.  Everyone  rose  up,  and 
my  men,  having  muskets  and  40  rounds,  had  as  much  as  they  could  do 
to  keep  up  with  this  second  division.  They  could  not  possibly  pass  it 
and  catch  up  to  the  first  division,  as  we  were  all  running  our  best  tor 
the  fort.  As  I  have  written,  there  was  no  cover  on  this  approach 
except  the  stockade,  and  in  the  absence  of  orders  that  was  what  seemed 
to  me  the  point  for  the  marines  to  reach  before  attempting  to  fire.  But 
the  head  of  the  line,  first  division,  gave  way  at  once  under  the  very 
heavy  fire,  and,  while  my  men  gained  ground  on  the  first  di\  ision,  I 
saw  their  repulse,  which  satisfied  me  that  it  was  useless  to  keep  on 
with  the  marines,  for  I  should  not  have  reached  cover  with  half  my 
men;  consequently  I  ordered  them  to  lie  down  and  fire. 

It  is  strange  that  the  admiral  attributes  the  want  of  success  alone 
to  the  350  marines  not  clearing  the  parapet  of  a  garrison  2,200  strong, 
which  he  admits  “was  much  stronger  than  he  had  conceived,  and  more 
formidable  than  the  Malakoff,  which  took  the  allied  armies  months  to 
reduce.”  The  following  are,  I  think,  some  equally  substantial  apol¬ 
ogies:  First,  that  the  fort  was  defended  by  2,000  muskets  behind  a 
parapet,  with  but  350  muskets  opposed  on  an  open  beach,  having  to 
run  under  fire  before  reaching  a  point  where  they  could  return  their 
fire;  secondly,  a  wholly  unorganized  force  of  1,400  men  rushed  along 
an  open  beach  for  600  yards  under  fire  by  the  flank,  armed  with  pistols 
and  cutlasses,  and,  thirdly,  that  the  naval  party  assaulted  before  the 
army  instead  of  after,  thereby  not  only  drawing  nearly  the  whole  fire 
of  the  rebels  upon  themselves,  but  acting  in  direct  violation  of  the 
admiral’s  express  written  order,  which  was  “that  the  naval  party 
should  not  move  to  the  assault  until  the  army  was  seen  going  in  over 
the  northwest  parapet  of  the  fort.” 

I  carried  out  all  the  orders  I  received  from  Captain  Breese,  and  did 
all  that  I  could  in  the  few  minutes  I  had  to  organize  the  men.  I  had 
not  time  to  number  the  men  off,  post  a  guide  or  officer,  except  captains, 
or  equalize  companies,  for  a  good  many  men  were  delayed  by  the  dis¬ 
tance  some  had  to  pull  in  getting  ashore.  Captain  Breese  in  his  report 
makes  no  mention  of  the  fact  that  I  placed  about  180  marines  behind  the 
breastworks  vacated  by  a  portion  of  General  Paine’s  forces — the  only 
men  who  had  muskets  of  the  naval  party,  and  more  men  than  were 
collected  from  the  whole  1,400  sailors  and  placed  in  the  same  line. 

I  have  written  all  this  to  the  Colonel  Commandant  to  show  that  I 
was  willing  to  do  all  that  I  could,  and  that  1  did  do  all  that  seemed 
practicable  and  for  the  best  interest  of  the  service. 

In  justice  to  those  who  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  to  the  Corps, 
which  is  always  ready  to  do  what  they  can  for  our  cause,  I  do  not 
think  that  the  marines  (with  all  the  light  we  now  have  on  the  subject) 
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should  alone  be  blamed  because  the  admiral  expected  from  them 
impossibilities. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  L.  Dawson, 

Captain ,  TL  S.  Marine  Corps,  Commanding  Guard. 

Colonel  Commandant  Jacob  Zeii.in, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Marine  Corps ,  Washington ,  T>.  C. 


Additional  report  of  Captain  Dawson,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

IT.  S.  Frigate  Colorado, 

New  Yorlc,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir:  In  the  official  report  of  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter  of  the  15th 
instant,  in  relation  to  the  late  assault  upon  Fort  Fisher  on  the  part  of 
the  Navy,  I  think  there  is  a  manifest  injustice  to  the  marines  who  par¬ 
ticipated  in  that  assault. 

I  am  fully  aware  that  the  whole  scene  appeared  very  differently  to 
the  admiral,  who  was  near  a  mile  off,  than  to  myself,  and  that  while 
the  admiral  anticipated  success  only,  on  the  part  of  his  forces,  any¬ 
thing  else  was  a  disappointment,  which  I  am  sure  those  who  were  in 
the  assault  feel  as  deeply  as  anyone. 

The  admiral  says  that  “  The  marines  could  have  cleared  the  parapet 
by  keeping  up  a  steady  fire,  but  they  failed  to  do  so.”  I  am  now,  and 
was  satisfied  at  the  time  of  firing,  that  they  could  not  begin  to  silence 
the  rebel  fire,  for  there  were  not  less  than  800  firing  at  us  from  behind 
a  high  parapet  (with  an  occasional  canister  of  grape),  while  I  had  but 
350  marines  at  long  range,  wholly  exposed. 

Admitting,  however,  that  we  could  have  silenced  the  rebels  (an  im¬ 
possibility),  it  would  have  amounted  to  nothing,  for  the  sailors  had 
already  broken  and  were  coming  back  pellmell,  before  one  volley  from 
my  men  could  have  been  commanded.  But  the  best  evidence  that  the 
sailors  could  not  have  succeeded  with  such  a  force  is  that  it  took  3,000 
veteran  troops,  with  a  support  of  2,000  and  a  like  reserve,  seven  hours 
hard  fighting,  after  getting  a  strong  foothold,  before  the  garrison  yielded. 

The  sailors  gave  way  when  the  leading  division  neared  the  end  of 
the  stockade  on  the  beach,  though  a  few  had  the  good  sense  to  keep  on 
and  take  covei  under  an  angle  in  the  stockade,  where  they  remained 
until  dark,  which  example  should  have  been  followed  by  the  whole  of 
the  first  division,  and  we  would  have  gained  shelter  with  a  considerable 
force  about  100  yards  from  the  main  bastion  of  Fort  Fisher,  and  lost 
fewer  men  than  we  did. 

Upon  reporting  to  Captain  Breese,  he  informed  me  that  he  had  a 
party  digging  intrcncliments  toward  the  fort?  and?  as  they  were  com- 
pleted,  he  wished  me  to  occupy  them.  I  advanced  my  men  about  400 
yards  the  first  time,  and  after  waiting  a  while  made  another  run  for¬ 
ward  about  the  same  distance,  pushing  25  skirmishers  about  150  yards 
nearer  the  fort,  who  made  their  own  cover. 

At  the  time  I  understood  that  it  was  intended  to  make  one  more 
such  step,  which  would  have  placed  the  marines  within  about  200 
yards  ot  Fort  Usher,  when  they  could  soon  complete  their  cover  while 
the  sailors  came  up  to  the  intrenchments  behind;  and  that  at  the  signal 
to  assault  the  marines  would  keep  up  a  full  fire,  the  sailors  rush  bv 
them  and  the  marines  follow  into  the  fort;  thus,  in  the  event  of  a 
repulse,  we  would  have  cover  to  fall  back  to. 
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While  my  men  occupied  this  second  line  of  cover  Captain  Breese 
sent  an  officer,  Lieutenant  Porter,  who  said  that  “  there  was  splendid 
cover  on  the  beach,  and  to  take  the  marines  there  and  he  would  bring 
up  the  sailors.”  This  was  promptly  done,  the  sailors  coming  up,  and 
after  resting  a  few  moments  I  was  surprised  to  hear  the  order,  “  Charge,” 
for  I  was  anxiously  watching  the  army,  who  were,  by  the  express  orders 
of  the  admiral,  to  be  “seen  going  in  over  the  northwest  parapet  of  the 
fort  before  the  sailors  assaulted,”  and  I  could  see  no  move  whatever  on 
their  part;  nor  did  they  move  until  we  were  repulsed. 

From  this  position  we  had  at  least  GOO  yards  to  run  over  before  reach¬ 
ing  the  stockade,  all  moving  by  the  right  flank  instead  of  division 
front,  for  the  rear  was  necessarily  at  least  300  yards  from  the  head  of 
the  line,  and  could  therefore  be  of  no  support  whatever.  The  marines 
were  abreast  the  second  division  of  sailors  next  to  the  fort. 

At  the  moment  when  the  sailors  were  repulsed  their  real  work  and 
difficulties  had  not  commenced,  for  they  yet  had  a  stockade  8  feet  high, 
of  strong  timber,  to  get  over,  besides  a  deep  and  wide  ditch  commanded 
by  two  guns,  and  a  steep  side  of  the  fort  of  loose  sand,  over  40  feet  in 
height  to  escalade,  all  plowed  up  by  our  shells,  before  they  could  defend 
themselves,  being  armed  with  pistols  and  cutlasses  only. 

No  one  can  doubt  but  that  a  volley  from  three  or  four  hundred  rebels, 
and  a  free  use  of  their  bayonets,  must  have  driven  the  best  men,  thus 
armed,  back  immediately. 

At  the  time  I  observed  the  sailors  falter  under  the  heavy  fire  I  had 
no  idea  that  it  would  end  in  a  route,  nor  did  I  deem  that  my  men  were 
near  enough  to  open  fire.  I  intended  to  keep  on,  expecting  that  state 
of  things  until  I  reached  the  stockade,  inclining  to  the  right  to  make 
room  for  the  sailors;  but  instantly  I  saw  the  fire  was  increasing  rapidly 
and  that  we  were  repulsed  beyond  hope.  There  was  then  but  two 
things  for  me  to  do,  either  retreat  with  the  sailors  en  masse  or  lie  down 
on  the  slope  of  the  beach  and  commence  firing.  I  ordered  the  marines 
to  do  the  latter,  with  the  double  motive  of  slackening  their  fire  at  our 
men  retreating  on  an  open  beach  and  protecting  my  own  men. 

Nearly  all  the  marines  of  the  first  and  second  companies  obeyed  this 
order,  though  some  went  to  the  rear  with  the  sailors.  After  a  little 
while  I  directed  the  men  to  retreat  in  squads  so  as  not  to  expose  too 
*  many  at  a  time.  I  remained  myself  with  a  few  marines  around  me  on 
the  slope  of  the  beach  for  two  hours  under  a  slackened  fire  from  the 
rebels,  and  about  50  yards  from  the  end  of  the  stockade.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  said  and  written  about  “scaling  the  wall,”  “  struggling 
in  the  ditch,”  and  “getting  over  the  stockade,”  etc.,  which  is  sheer 
nonsense.  At  the  moment  of  the  repulse  I  was  not  over  GO  yards  from 
the  end  of  the  stockade,  and  no  men  went  beyond  it  except  a  few  at  the 
head  of  the  line,  who  passed  around  it  and  through  an  opening  just 
near  the  end  made  by  one  of  our  shells,  much  less  crossed  the  ditch  or 
got  any  nearer  the  fort.  I  saw  them  instantly  return  the  same  way 
they  had  gone,  and  it  was  this  incident,  I  think,  that  made  the  sailors 
yield  so  suddenly.  This  was  the  nearest  direct  approach  to  the  fort. 

The  whole  force  was  thrown  together  for  the  first  time,  and  certainly 
made  a  most  gallant  and  spirited  assault,  which  was  evidently  regarded 
by  the  rebels  as  the  main  attack  from  the  manner  in  which  they  met  it, 
and  few  who  were  there,  I  think,  can  censure  the  men  for  retreating. 

It  created  a  handsome  diversion  for  the  army,  and  enabled  them  to 
obtain  a  footing  with  little  resistance;  and,  regarded  as  a  feint,  was  a 
most  important  part  of  the  action. 
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The  loss  was  heavy,  but  when  we  consider  all  the  circumstances  and 
the  grand  results  achieved,  I  trust  that  everyone,  like  the  nation,  is 
fully  satisfied. 

L.  L.  Dawson, 
Captain ,  TJ.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

Colonel  Commandant  Jacob  Zeilin, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Marine  Corps ,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Fagan,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  transmitting  detailed  report  regarding 
operations  of  the  guard  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Wabash. 

U.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  January  19,  1865. 

Colonel:  Herewith  please  find  my  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
marine  guard  of  this  ship  in  the  recent  operations  against  the  defenses 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

As  my  command  was  detached  from  the  main  body  of  marines  while 
on  shore,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  report. 
With  great  respect,  I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

Louis  E.  Fagan, 

Lieutenant,  TJ.  8.  Marines,  Commanding  Guard,  Wabash. 

Colonel  Commandant  Jacob  Zeilin, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Enclosure.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wabash, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  19,  1865. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning 
the  part  taken  by  the  marine  guard  under  my  command  in  the  recent 
operations  of  the  combined  forces  of  the  Army  and  Navy  against  the 
rebel  Fort  Fisher,  at  the  entrance  to  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina: 

Ten  days  before  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  by  the  Navy  Cap¬ 
tain  Melaneton  Smith,  commanding  the  Wabash,  gave  to  my  charge  a 
X-iuch  shell  gun  (pivot,  aft  on  the  quarter-deck)  and  a  30-pounder 
Parrott. 

By  almost  constant  drill  I  soon  had  my  men  expert  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  great  guns  and  ready  for  active  service  against  the  enemy.  At 
the  same  time  I  endeavored  to  keep  them  well  instructed  in  the  infantry 
drill,  so  as  to  be  able  to  acquit  themselves  with  credit  against  the  enemy 
on  shore  if  occasion  required  them  to  land. 

During  the  terrible  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher  on  the  24th  and  25th 
of  December,  1864,  my  guns  took  an  important  part,  and  the  skill  and 
coolness  with  which  my  men  worked  and  served  the  heavy  pivot  gnn 
won  me  recognition  and  praise  of  Captain  Smith  and  the  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushman,  and  proved  that  as  artillerists 
(as  well  as  infantry)  United  States  marines  rank  with  the  best  in  any 
service. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  action  my  gun  fired  120  shell  during  the  four 
hours  the  Wabash  was  in  action. 

On  the  13th  instant  my  men  again  worked  their  guns  with  coolness 
and  precision. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  at  10  o’clock,  I  received  orders 
from  the  first  lieutenant  to  embark  my  men  (previously  detailed)  and 
laud  on  the  beach  in  front  of  the  [Half]  Moon  battery. 
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My  command  consisted  of  3  sergeants,  3  corporals,  and  38  privates, 
and  to  prevent  confusion  in  landing  tlie  company  was  divided  into  sec¬ 
tions,  each  commanded  by  a  noncommissioned  officer. 

At  thirty  minutes  past  10  my  men  were  landed  and  formed  on  the 
beach  about  2  miles  from  the  rebel  fort.  I  then  received  and  formed 
into  companies  the  marines  of  other  vessels,  until  the  arrival  on  the 
beach  of  Captain  Butler,  when  I  reported  to  that  officer  and  turned  ovei 


the  command.  .  . 

At  11  a.  m.  I  was  ordered  by  Captain  Butler,  senior  marine  officer  on 
shore,  to  take  my  command  and  advance  to  the  support  offithe  sailors 
at  the  front,  and  who  were  throwing  upintrenchmentsnear  Fort  Fisher 
under  the  direction  of  Lieutenant  Preston,  U.  S.  Navy. 

I  marched  my  company  by  the  flank  up  the  beach  until  within  a  mile 
of  Fort  Fisher,  when,  fiuding  that  the  firing  was  severe,  I  deployed  my 
men  as  skirmishers  across  the  plain  and  continued  to  advance.  Arriv¬ 
ing  at  the  intrenchments,  I  ordered  my  men  to  cover  themselves  as 
much  as  possible  from  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  they  partially  did  by 
throwing  up  heaps  of  sand  with  their  bayonets  and  hands.  After  the 
sailors  had  completed  their  breastworks  I  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Breese  (fleet  captain  North  Atlantic  Squadron)  to  advance 
my  command  to  the  extreme  parallel  of  intrenchments,  which  1  did, 
mv  men  marching  to  the  front  across  a  plain  swept  by  the  enemy  s 
fire  with  alacrity  and  spirit.  In  this  advance  I  frequently  ordered  my 
skirmish  line  to  lie  down,  and  as  soon  as  the  shower  of  grape  and  can¬ 
ister  had  swept  by  they  would  jump  to  their  feet  and  advance  at  the 
double  quick.  After  a  toilsome  march  through  the  sand  we  reached 
a  line  of  intrenchments  about  40  yards  from  the  fort,  where  I  found 
a  skirmish  line  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty-seventh  iSew  York 

A  During  this  advance  two  of  my  men  were  badly  wounded  and  sent 
to  the  rear.  I  now  ordered  a  few  of  my  men  (good  shots)  to  employ 
themselves  as  sharpshooters,  and  it  was  owing  to  their  skill  that  a 
fieldpiece  inside  the  palisade  of  the  fort  was  forced  to  be  abandoned 

bv  the  rebel  artillerists.  ,  ... 

I  now  awaited  further  orders,  but  finding  the  trench  filling  up  with 
soldiers  and  supposing  the  attack  was  about  to  be  made,  I  eollecte 
my  men  and  marched  them  by  the  flank  across  the  plain  toward  he 
beach,  where  I  saw  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines  advancing  to  the 
front.  Seeing  no  officer  to  report  to,  I  formed  my  men  with  the  rest  of 
the  marines  (who  were  in  the  center  of  the  column,  the  advance  being 
composed  entirely  of  seamen,  with  naval  officers  at  their  head).  In  this 
manner  we  marched  with  great  steadiness  under  a  severe  musketry  fire 
from  frre  fort  toward  tire  northeast  angle  of  the  work,  until  the  front  of 
the  column  halted,  when  I  ordered  my  men  to  he  down  and  pick  oft  the 
rebels  on  the  parapet  of  Fort  Fisher.  My  men  opened  tire,  doing  good 
execution,  but  they  had  only  been  at  work  some  minutes  when  I  ordeied 
them  to  cease  tiring  and  prepare  for  the  assault. ^ 

I  now  perceived  a  movement  in  front  of  the  position  my  men  occupied, 
and  SeXtely  a  body  of  men  rushed  past,  1  eu 
means  in  my  power,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Meeker,  U.  S.  Marine  L  p  , 
to  check  the  retreat  which  I  now  plainly  saw  was » 
initiated,  but  my  threats  and  appeals  were  of  no  avail,  and  1  then  pre 
oared  myself  for  the  worst,  knowing  that  a  retreat  would  be  disastrous 
and  more  deadly  than  a  charge  against  the  fort.  My  command  main¬ 
tained  its  position  with  the  rest  of  the  marines  until  I  saw  Lieutenai  t- 
Commander  F.  B.  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy,  who  informed  me  that  the  attack 
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liad  been  lor  the  present  abandoned.  I  then  collected  my  men  and 
marched  down  the  beach. 

Having  seen  that  the  retreat  was  universal  on  the  part  of  the  naval 
forces,  I  gave  several  of  my  men  permission  to  go  to  the  front  and 
annoy  the  rebels  with  sharpshooting. 

Shortly  alter,  hearing  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  to  rally  the 
sailors,  I  halted  my  men,  and  in  company  with  Acting  Lieutenant- 
Commander  Danels,  of  the  Vanderbilt ,  proceeded  down  the  beach,  where 
we  collected  quite  a  number  of  men  and  held  them  in  readiness  to  meet 
any  party  going  toward  the  fort,  * 

1  was  still  engaged  in  collecting  men  when  Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  S. 
Navy,  told  me  that  General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  wanted  all  the  marines 
he  could  get  to  hold  a  line  of  iutrenchments  in  the  rear,  which  the 
enemy  threatened  to  attack  in  force. 

In  a  shoit  time  I  had  collected  about  200  marines  and  marched  to 
General  Terry’s  headquarters,  where  I  reported,  and  was  at  once 
assigned  a  position  on  the  line,  which  position  the  marines  held  with 
vigilance  and  attention  until  morning,  when  we  were  relieved  by  troops 
from  the  fort,  and  I  embarked  my  men  for  the  Wabash. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  add,  colonel,  that  1  sergeant  and  G  of  mv 
men  became  detached  from  the  rest  of  the  guard  while  in  the  army 
lntrenchments  at  the  front,  and,  as  I  afterwards  learned  from  an  army 
o  nicer,  they  charged  the  fort  with  the  army  and  participated  with  gal¬ 
lantry  and  coolness  in  the  hand-to-hand  encounter  which  ensued 
q i  *%ve  recommended  Corporal  Tomlin,  of  my  guard,  to  Captain 
binitli  for  gallantry  m  helping  a  wounded  man  away  from  an  exposed 
position  under  the  fort  while  under  a  withering  fire  of  musketry. 

My  command  is  now  (except  the  wounded  and  dead)  on  board  the 
ship,  in  good  condition. 

Lnclosed  please  find  a  list  of  the  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  ,  r  „  Louis  E.  Fagan, 

Second  Lieut.,  U.  S.  Marines,  Comdg.  Guard,  Frigate  Wabash. 

Colonel  Commandant  Jacob  Zeilin, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Marine  Corps ,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Subenclosure.] 

List  of  wounded,  marine  guard,  f  rigate  Wabash. 


No. 

Names. 

Remarks. 

1 

Private  William  Daley  ... 

+7hil6  on  skirmish  line  by  piece  of  shell.  Since 
Federal  &  Buried 

kj  w1”'-  »“ 

k«“">  “■ 

well  6d  ^Plosion  of  magazine  in  Fort  Fisher.  Doing 

d4 

2 

Private  Esek  P.  Bailey  . 

3 

Private  Patrick  Moran ... 

4 

Private  Patrick  Scanlan . 

5 

Private  George  Brown . 

Respectfully,  etc., 

r  •  Louis  E.  Fagan 

Lieutenant,  IT.  S.  Marines,  Commanding  Guard,  Wabash. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Colonel  Reynolds,  IT.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
regarding  the  action  of  the  marines. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  Fiver ,  North  Carolina ,  January  30,  1865. 

My  Dear  Colonel:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant. 

You  know  I  always  say  what  I  think  and  never  attempt  to  gloss  over 
anybody’s  derelictions. 

The  report  I  made  of  the  marines  came  from  officers  and  sailors  and 
from  what  I  saw  myself. 

It  was  not,  in  my  opinion,  the  fault  of  the  officers  as  far  as  gallantry 
was  concerned,  and  in  my  official  report  to  the  Department  recommend¬ 
ing  officers  for  promotion  you  will  fiud  the  following  paragraph: 
“Though  the  marines  did  not  do  their  duty,  Captaiu  L.  L.  Dawson, 
Captain  George  Butler,  and  Second  Lieutenants  William  Wallace, 
Charles  F.  Williams,  and  Louis  E.  Fagan  were  found  in  the  front  and 
fought  gallantly.  I  recommend  them  to  the  favorable  notice  of  the 
Department.” 

If  anything  is  wanting  to  show  that  there  is  no  prejudice  on  my  part 
against  the  marines  (on  the  contrary,  I  have  always  supported  them), 
the  paragraph  above  quoted  settles  the  question. 

I  see  that  some  of  your  Corps  are  venting  their  ill  humor  on  me  in 
the  newspapers,  choosing  the  way  which  will  not  improve  the  case  any. 

It  is  not  creditable  to  the  Corps  to  have  such  things  take  place.  I 
myself  care  very  little  for  such  attacks  and  never  notice  them  any  more 
than  I  would  if  Greeley,  of  the  Tribune,  should  make  me  out  no  sailor 
or  a  coward,  or  if  the  editor  of  the  Post  should  make  it  appear  by  his 
showing  that  I  had  “cotton  on  the  brain”  and  did  all  I  could  to  make 
Butler  lose  Fort  Fisher. 

The  first  is  disproved  by  the  fact  that  I  have  captured  every  fort  I 
ever  went  to  work  upon,  and  the  “cotton  on  the  brain”  is  disproved 
because  I  gave  my  share  of  prize  money,  $60,000,  to  be  divided  among 
my  sailors  on  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  same  way  I  will  always  be  found  prepared  to  disprove  any¬ 
thing  else  reflecting  on  me. 

If  any  officer  of  mine,  or  any  ship,  failed  in  duty,  I  should  mention  it 
in  my  dispatches.  The  way  to  correct  evils  is  to  state  facts. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  marines  as  a  body  did  not  come  forward, 
although  there  were  cases  of  individual  courage  very  praiseworthy.  A 
few  of  the  marines,  about  twenty  in  number,  got  mixed  up  with  the 
sailors  and  went  to  the  front,  and  the  effect  of  their  fire  showed  what 
would  have  been  the  result  had  the  whole  body  advanced,  as  they  were 
ordered  and  expected  to  do.  (I  enclose  you  the  orders.)  There  was  fine 
cover  for  them,  and  they  could  easily  have  cleared  the  parapets  on  each 
side  of  the  road  or  route  up  which  the  sailors  were  to  have  passed.  As 
it  was,  the  seamen  were  exposed  to  this  cross  fire,  when  every  man  of  the 
enemy  had  to  stand  out  exposed  on  the  parapet  and  be  shot  down  if 
there  were  enough  people  to  fire  on  them.  A  marine  shot  Colonel  Lamb 
while  urging  on  his  men,  but  there  were  too  few  to  do  any  good  and 
check  that  heavy  fire. 

I  saw  the  whole  performance  myself.  The  sailors  inarched  m  column 
and  in  beautiful  order,  straight  up  to  the  ditch  and  parapet,  amid  a 
shower  of  grape,  canister,  and  bullets,  but  broke  as  soon  as  they  saw 
that  they  were  not  supported,  as  it  had  been  explained  to  them  they 
should  be,  and  of  course  you  know  enough  of  sailors  to  know  that  they 
never  could  be  rallied  again. 
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The  main  body  of  marines  never  came  up  nearer  than  600  yards  to 
the  fort,  when  they  should  have  been  under  the  sand  hills  close  to  the 
fort,  or  covered  by  the  heavy  chevaux  de  frise  which  was  on  the  outside 
of  the  ditch.  The  soldiers  went  through  it;  why  should  not  they? 

The  moment  the  marines  halted  they  broke  and  did  not  stop  until 
they  were  out  of  gunshot.  This  is  the  true  state  of  the  case.  Whether 
there  were  any  of  the  officers  with  the  marines,  or  whether  they  were 
too  few,  or  whether  (as  Captain  Breese  says)  there  was  a  want  of  organ¬ 
ization,  I  do  not  know. 

Marines  are  as  good  as  any  other  soldiers,  and  should  be  better;  but 
something  was  wrong  on  this  occasion,  and  as  I  received  no  report  from 
Captain  Dawson  I  don’t  know  what  it  was.  Individually,  he  acted 
gallantly  and  was  at  the  front.  Whether  he  should  have  left  the  main 
body  of  marines,  you  should  know  best. 

On  these  expeditions  no  individual  officer  should  make  his  gallantry 
apparent  by  neglecting  the  main  object  in  view  (securing  success).  I 
don’t  know  that  Captain  Dawson  did  so. 

I  am  sure  from  what  I  saw  that  the  sailors  would  have  got  into  the 
fort  had  the  parapets  to  the  right  and  left  of  them  been  kept  clear  of 
rebels,  which  could  have  been  done. 

It  matters  little  now,  as  we  were  successful  in  getting  the  fort,  how 
it  was  done.  The  object  I  had  in  sending  the  sailors  and  marines  was 
accomplished.  I  feared  the  plan  of  the  troops  attacking  at  one  point 
only  would  not  succeed,  and  it  might  have  been  a  failure  had  the 
sailors  and  marines  not  drawn  the  larger  part  of  the  enemy’s  force  to 
the  side  they  were  on. 

And  now,  my  dear  Reynolds,  I  have  told  you  the  story  as  near  as  I 
can,  and  am  quite  sure  you  would  have  agreed  with  me  had  you  been 
here. 

You  will  never  find  me  doing  an  act  of  injustice  to  anyone,  and  I 
shall  stick  up  for  the  marines  and  attest  their  importance,  as  I  have 
always  done  since  I  first  knew  a  ship.  With  best  wishes,  I  remain, 
Yours,  very  truly, 


David  D.  Porter. 


Colonel  John  G.  Reynolds, 

U.  8.  Marine  Corps,  Marine  Barracks,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


Unofficial  letter  of  Major-General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Wilmington,  N.  C.,  March  15, 1865. 

My  Dear  Admiral  :  I  received  your  very  kind  present  two  days 
since. 

I  don’t  know  how  to  thank  you  for  all  the  tokens  of  regard  which  you 
have  shown  me.  I  believe  that  you  must  take  the  will  for  the  deed,  and 
believe  that  I  am  not  ungrateful. 

I  have  tried  several  times  to  thank  you  for  all  that  you  said  in  my 
praise  after  [Fort]  Fisher,  but  I  could  not  do  it;  it  seemed  as  if  thank¬ 
ing  you  would  be  an  assumption  that  the  praise  was  my  desert  rather 
than  the  result  of  your  generosity. 

In  my  own  report  of  our  operations  I  tried  to  do  justice  to  the  Navy. 
I  felt,  however,  that  it  would  not  be  modest  for  me  to  say  much  about 
an  officer  of  your  great  reputation  and  really  exalted  position.  I  trust 
that  if  you  see  the  report  it  will  not  be  unsatisfactory  to  you. 

I  am  about  starting  to  join  Sherman.  I  expect  to  meet  him  on  the 
19th  or  20th. 
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It  seems  to  me  tliat  this  thing  is  about  finished.  I  don’t  see  how  the 
rebels  can  hold  out  much  longer.  I  earnestly  hope  that  soon  we  shall 
meet  in  a  pacific  and  peaceful  country. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  a  feeling  of  deep  obligation, 

I  am,  most  sincerely,  yours,  ^  ^ 

Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Extract  from  Report  of  Major-General  Alfred  H.  Terry,  U.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  IT.  S.  Forces, 

On  Federal  Point ,  N.  C.,  January  25 ,  1865. 

General:  *  *  *  During  the  6th  instant  a  severe  storm  arose, 

which  so  much  impeded  our  progress  that  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of 
the  8th  that  my  own  vessel  arrived  at  the  rendezvous.  All  the  others, 
excepting  the  flagship  of  General  Paine,  were  still  behind  Leaving 
Brigadier- General  Paine  to  assemble  the  other  vessels  as  they  should 
arrive  I  went  into  Beaufort  Harbor  to  communicate  with  Rear-Admiral 
Porter,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  with 
whose  fleet  the  forces  under  my  command  were  destined  to  cooperate. 

During  the  8th  nearly  all  of  the  vessels  arrived  at  the  rendezvous. 
Some  of  them  required  repairs  to  their  hulls  damaged  by  the  gale; 
some  repairs  to  their  machinery.  Others  needed  coal  oi  w  ater.  These 
vessels  were  brought  into  the  harbor  or  outer  anchorage,  where  their 
wants  were  supplied.  All  the  others  remained,  until  the  final  sading  of 
the  expedition,  from  20  to  25  miles  off  the  land.  The  weather  continued 
so  unfavorable  as  to  afford  no  prospect  that  we  would  be  able  to  make 
a  landing  on  the  open  beach  of  Federal  Point  until  Wednesday,  the 
11th.  On  that  day  Admiral  Porter  proposed  to  start,  but  at  high  water 
there  was  still  so  much  surf  on  the  bar  that  the  ironclads  and  other 
vessels  of  heavy  draft  could  not  be  gotten  over  it.  Our  departure  was 

therefore  delayed  till  the  next  day.  ,  , 

On  the  morning  tide  of  the  12th  the  vessels  in  the  harbor  passed 
out  awl  the  whole  fleet  of  uaval  vessels  aud  transports  got  underway 
for ’this  place.  As  we  were  leaving,  the  vessels  containing  General 
Abbott’s  command  came  in  sight.  Orders  were  sent  them  to  follow  us. 
We  did  not  arrive  off  Federal  Point  until  nearly  nightfall  consequently 
and  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  admiral,  the  disembarkation 
of  the  troops  was  not  commenced  until  the  next  morning.  Our  subse 
queut  expedience  fully  justified  the  delay.  It  would  have  been  extremely 

d!fficult  to^and  the  me^  ^  ^sllore  vision  of  naval  vessels  stood  in 

dose  to  the  beach  to  cover  the  landing.  The  transports  followed  them 
and  took  positions  as  nearly  as  possible  in  a  line  parallel  to  and  about 
200  yardsPoutside  of  them.  The  ironclads  moved  down  to  within  range 
of  the  fort  and  opened  fire  upon  it.  Another  division  was  placed  to  t  ie 
northward  of  the  landing  place,  so  as  to  protect  our  men  from  any  atta 
from  the  direction  of  Masonboro  Inlet.  At  8  o’clock  nearly  200  boats 
besides  steam  tugs,  were  sent  from  the  navy  to  the  transports,  and  the 
disenfbarkadonof  men,  provisions,  tools,  and  ammunition  simultane- 

°"a  I  3 ^u^neariy  8,000  men,  with  three  days’  rations  in  their  haver- 
sacks  and *40  rounds  of  ammunition  in  their  boxes,  six  days’  supply  of 
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hard  bread  in  bulk,  .‘500,000  additional  rounds  of  small-ay r&s  ammunition, 
and  a  sufficient  number  of  intrenching  tools,  had  been  safely  landed. 
The  surf  on  the  beach  was  still  quite  high,  notwithstanding  that  the 
weather  had  become  very  pleasant,  and,  owing  to  it,  some  of  the  men 
had  their  rations  and  ammunition  ruined  by  water.  With  this  excep¬ 
tion  no  accident  of  any  kind  occurred. 

As  soon  as  the  troops  had  commenced  landing,  pickets  were  thrown 
out.  They  immediately  encountered  outposts  of  the  enemy,  and  shots 
were  exchanged  with  them,  but  no  serious  engagement  occurred.  A 
few  prisoners  were  taken,  from  whom  I  learned  that  Hoke’s  rebel  divi¬ 
sion,  which  it  was  supposed  had  been  sent  farther  south,  was  still  here, 
and  that  it  was  his  outposts  which  we  were  meeting. 

The  first  object  which  I  had  in  view  after  landing  was  to  throw  a 
strong  defensive  line  across  the  peninsula,  from  the  Cape  Fear  River 
to  the  sea,  facing  Wilmington,  so  as  to  protect  our  rear  from  attack 
while  we  should  be  engaged  in  operating  against  Fisher.  Our  maps 
indicated  that  a  good  position  for  such  a  line  would  be  found  a  short 
distance  above  the  head  of  Myrtle  Sound,  which  is  a  long,  shallow  piece 
of  water  separated  from  the  ocean  by  a  sand  spit  of  about  100  yards  in 
width,  and  communicated  with  it  by  Masonboro  Inlet.  It  was  supposed 
that  the  right  flank  of  a  line  at  that  point  would  be  protected  by  the 
sound,  and,  being  above  its  head,  that  we  should  by  it  control  the  beach 
as  tar  as  the  inlet,  and  thus  in  case  of  need  be  able  to  land  supplies  in 
quiet  water  there.  Our  landing  place  was  selected  with  reference  to 
this  idea.  An  examination  made  after  we  lauded  showed  that  the  sound 
for  a  long  distance  above  its  head  was  so  shallow  as  to  offer  no  obstacle 
to  the  passage  of  troops  at  low  tide,  and  as  the  farther  down  the  penin¬ 
sula  we  should  go  the  shorter  would  be  our  line  across  it,  it  was  deter¬ 
mined  to  take  up  a  position  where  the  maps  showed  a  large  pond 
occupying  nearly  one-third  of  the  width  of  the  peninsula,  at  about  3 
niiles  from  the  fort.  Shortly  before  5  o’clock,  leaving  Abbott’s  brigade 
to  cover  our  stores,  the  troops  were  put  in  motion  for  the  last-named 
point.  On  arriving  at  it,  tbe  “pond”  was  found  to  be  a  sand  fiat, 
sometimes  covered  with  water,  giving  no  assistance  to  the  defense  of  a 
line  established  behind  it.  Nevertheless,  it  was  determined  to  get  a 
line  across  at  this  place,  and  Paine’s  division,  followed  by  two  of  Ames’s 
brigades,  made  their  way  through.  The  night  was  very  dark,  much  of 
the  ground  was  a  marsh  and  illy  adapted  to  the  construction  of  works 
and  the  distance  was  found  to  be  too  great  to  be  properly  defended  bv 
the  troops  which  could  be  spared  from  the  direct  attack  upon  the  fort. 
It  was  not  until  9  a.  m.  that  Paine  succeeded  in  reaching  the  river* 
llie  ground  still  nearer  the  fort  was  then  reconnoitered,  and  found  to 
be  much  better  adapted  to  our  purposes.  Accordingly,  the  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  their  last  position  and  established  on  a  line  about  2 
miles  from  the  works. 

They  reached  this  final  position  at  2  p.  m.,  of  the  14th  instant.  Tools 
were  immediately  brought  up  and  intreuchments  were  commenced-  at 
8  o  clock  a  good  breastwork,  reaching  from  the  river  to  the  sea  and 
partially  covered  by  abatis  had  been  constructed  and  was  in  a  defensible 
condition.  It  was  much  improved  afterwards,  but  from  this  time  our 
toothold  on  the  peninsula  was  secured.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
14th  tl)e  landing  ot  the  artillery  was  commenced,  and  by  sunset  all  the 
light  guns  were  gotten  on  shore.  During  the  following  night  they 
were  placed  on  the  line,  most  of  them  near  the  river,  where  the  enemy 
m  case  lie  should  attack  us,  would  be  least  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the 
gunboats.  Curtis  s  brigade,  of  Ames’s  division,  was  moved  down 
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toward  Fisher  during  the  morning,  and  at  noon  his  skirmishers,  after 
capturing  on  their  way  a  small  steamer  which  had  come  down  the  river 
with  shells  and  forage  for  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  reached  a  small 
unfinished  outwork  in  front  of  the  west  end  of  the  land  front  of  the 
work. 

General  Curtis,  Lieutenant-Colonel  (now  brevet  brigadier-general) 
Comstock,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  expedition,  and  myself,  under  the 
protection  of  the  tire  of  the  fleet,  made  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the 
work,  getting  within  GOO  yards  of  it.  The  report  of  General  Comstock, 
which,  with  its  accompanying  map,  is  appended  hereto,  gives  a.  full 
description  of  it  and  its  condition  at  that  time. 

As  the  result  of  this  reconnoissance,  and  in  view  of  the  extreme  diffi¬ 
culty  which  might  be  expected  in  landing  supplies  and  the  material  for 
a  siege  on  the  open  and  often  tempestuous  beach  it  was  decided  to 
attempt  an  assault  the  next  day,  provided  that  in  the  meantime  the  fire 
of  the  navy  should  so  far  destroy  the  palisades  as  to  make  one  practi¬ 
cable.  This  decision  was  communicated  to  Admiral  Porter,  who  at  once 
placed  a  division  of  his  vessels  in  a  position  to  accomplish  this  last- 
named  object.  It  was  arranged  in  consultation  with  him  that  a  heavy 
bombardment  from  all  the  vessels  should  commence  early  in  the  morn- 
iug  and  continue  up  to  the  moment  of  the  assault,  and  that  even  then 
it  should  not  cease,  but  should  be  diverted  from  the  points  of  attack  to 
other  parts  of  the  work.  It  was  decided  that  the  assault  should  be 
made  at  3  p.  m.,  that  the  army  should  attack  on  the  western  half  of  the 
laud  face,  and  that  a  column  of  sailors  and  marines  should  assault  at 
the  northeast  bastion.  The  fire  of  the  navy  continued  during  the 
night. 

At  8  a.  m.  of  the  loth  all  of  the  vessels,  except  a  division  left  to  aid 
in  the  defense  of  our  northern  line,  moved  into  position,  and  a  fire,  mag¬ 
nificent  alike  for  its  power  and  accuracy,  was  opened.  Ames’s  division 
had  been  selected  for  the  assault.  Paine  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
defensive  line,  having  with  him  Abbott’s  brigade  in  addition  to  his  own 
division.  Ames’s  First  Brigade  (Curtis’s)  was  already  at  the  outwork 
above  mentioned,  and  in  trenches  close  around  it.  His  other  two  bri¬ 
gades  (Pennypacker’s  and  Bell’s)  were  moved  at  noon  to  within  support¬ 
ing  distance  of  him.  At  2  o’clock  preparations  for  the  assault  were  com¬ 
menced.  Sixty  sharpshooters  from  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  A" olunteers, 
armed  with  the  Spencer  repeating  carbine,  and  40  others,  volunteers 
from  Curtis’s  brigade,  the  whole  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Zent,  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  were  thrown  forward  at  a  run  to  within 
175  yards  of  the  work.  They  were  provided  with  shovels  and  soon  dug 
pits  for  shelter  and  commenced  firing  at  the  parapet.  As  soon  as  this 
movement  commenced  the  parapet  of  the  tort  was  manned  and  the 
enemy’s  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery,  opened. 

As  soon  as  the  sharpshooters  were  in  position  Curtis’s  brigade  was 
moved  forward  by  regiment  at  the  double  quick  into  line  at  about  4/5 
yards  from  the  work;  the  men  there  laid  down;  this  was  accomplished 
under  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery,  from  which,  however,  they 
soon  sheltered  themselves  by  digging  shallow  trenches.  When  Curtis 
moved  from  the  outwork  Pennypacker  was  brought  up  to  it,  and  Bell 
was  brought  into  line  200  yards  in  his  rear.  Finding  that  a  good  cover 
for  Curtis’s  men  could  be  found  on  the  reverse  slope  of  a  crest  50  yards 
in  the  rear  of  the  sharpshooters  they  were  again  moved  forward,  one 
regiment  at  a  time,  and  again  covered  themselves  in  trenches.  Penny- 
packer  followed  Curtis  and  occupied  the  ground  vacated  by  him,  and 
Bell  was  brought  up  to  the  outwork.  It  had  been  proposed  to  blow  up 
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and  cut  down  the  palisades.  Bags  of  powder  with  frizes  attached  had 
been  prepared  and  a  party  of  volunteer  axmen  organized,  but  the  fire 
of  the  navy  had  been  so  effective  during  the  preceding  night  and  morn¬ 
ing  that  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  use  the  powder.  The  axmen, 
however,  were  sent  in  with  the  leading  brigade  and  did  good  service 
by  making  openings  in  portions  of  the  palisading  which  the  fire  of  the 
navy  had  not  been  able  to  reach. 

At  3 : 25  p.  m.  all  the  preparations  were  completed,  the  order  to  move 
forward  was  given  to  Ames,  and  a  concerted  signal  was  made  to 
Admiral  Porter  to  change  the  direction  of  his  fire.  Curtis’s  brigade  at 
once  sprung  from  their  trenches  and  dashed  forward  in  line ;  its  left  was 
exposed  to  a  severe  enfilading  fire,  and  it  obliqued  to  the  right  so  as  to 
envelop  the  left  of  the  land  front.  The  ground  over  which  it  moved 
was  marshy  and  difficult,  but  it  soon  reached  the  palisades,  passed 
through  them,  and  effected  a  lodgment  on  the  parapet.  At  the  same 
time  the  column  of  sailors  and  marines  under  Fleet  Captain  K.  R. 
Breese  advanced  up  the  beach  in  the  most  gallant  manner  and  attacked 
the  northeastern  bastion,  but,  exposed  to  a  murderous  tire,  they  were 
unable  to  get  up  the  parapet.  After  a  severe  struggle  and  a  heavy 
loss  of  valuable  officers  and  men  it  became  apparent  that  nothing  could 
be  effected  at  that  point  and  they  were  withdrawn. 

When  Curtis  moved  forward,  Ames  directed  Pennypacker  to  move  up 
to  the  rear  of  the  sharpshooters,  and  brought  Bell  up  to  Pennypacker’s 
last  position,  and  as  soon  as  Curtis  got  a  foothold  on  the  parapet  sent 
Pennypacker  in  to  his  support.  He  advanced,  overlapping  Curtis’s 
right,  and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  heavy  palisading  which  extended 
from  the  west  end  of  the  land  face  to  the  river,  capturing  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  prisoners;  then,  pushing  forward  to  their  left,  the  two 
brigades  together  drove  the  enemy  from  about  one-quarter  of  the  land 
face.  Ames  then  brought  up  Bell’s  brigade  and  moved  it  between  the 
work  and  the  river.  On  this  side  there  was  no  regular  parapet,  but 
there  was  abundance  of  cover  afforded  to  the  enemy  by  cavities  from 
which  sand  had  been  taken  for  the  parapet,  the  ruins  of  barracks  and 
storehouses,  the  large  magazine,  and  by  traverses,  behind  which  they 
stubbornly  resisted  our  advance.  Hand-to-hand  fighting  of  the  most 
desperate  character  ensued,  the  huge  traverses  of  the  land  face  bein°- 
used  successively  by  the  enemy  as  breastworks,  over  the  tops  of  which 
the  contending  parties  fired  in  each  other’s  faces.  Nine  of  these  were 
carried,  one  after  the  other,  by  our  men. 

When  Bell’s  brigade  was  ordered  into  action  I  foresaw  that  more 
troops  would  probably  be  needed,  and  sent  an  order  for  Abbott’s  brigade 
to  move  down  from  the  north  line,  at  the  same  time  requesting  Captain 
Bieese  to  leplace  them  with  his  sailors  and  marines.  1  also  directed 
General  Paine  to  send  me  one  of  the  strongest  regiments  of  his  own 
divisiou.  These  troops  arrived  at  dusk  and  reported  to  General  Ames 
At  (5  o’clock  Abbott’s  brigade  went  into  the  fort.  The  regiment  from 
Paine’s  division,  the  Twenty-seventh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops,  Brevet 
Brigadier-General  A.  M.  Blackman  commanding,  was  brought  up  to  the 
rear  of  the  work,  where  it  remained  under  fire  for  some  time  and  was 
then  withdrawn.  Until  G  o’clock  the  fire  of  the  navy  continued  upon 
that  portion  of  the  work  not  occupied  by  us.  After  that  time  it  was 
directed  on  the  beach,  to  prevent  the  coming  up  of  reinforcements  which 
it  was  thought  might  possibly  be  thrown  over  from  the  right  bank  of 
the  river  to  Battery  Buchanan.  The  fighting  for  the  traverses  continued 
till  nearly  9  o  clock,  two  more  of  them  being  carried.  Then  a  portion 
of  Abbott’s  brigade  drove  the  enemy  from  their  last  remaining  strong- 
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holds  and  the  occupation  of  the  work  was  completed.  The  same  brigade, 
with  General  Blackman’s  regiment,  was  immediately  pushed  down  the 
point  to  Battery  Buchanan,  whither  many  of  the  garrison  had  tied. 
On  reaching  the  battery  all  of  the  enemy  who  had  not  been  previously 
captured  were  made  prisoners,  among  them  Major  General  Whiting  and 
Colonel  Lamb,  the  commandant  of  the  fort.  At  about  4  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  Hoke  advanced  against  our  north  line,  apparently  with  the 
design  o*  attacking  it,  but  if  such  was  his  intention  he  abandoned  it 
after  a  skirmish  with  our  pickets.  During  the  day  Brevet  Brigadier- 
General  H.  L.  Abbot,  chief  of  artillery,  was  busily  engaged  in  landing 
artillery  and  ammunition,  so  that  if  the  assault  failed  siege  operations 
might  at  once  be  commenced.  Consequent  to  the  fall  of  Fisher,  the 
enemy  during  the  night  of  the  16tli  and  17th  blew  up  Fort  Caswell  and 
abandoned  both  it  and  their  very  extensive  works  on  Smith’s  Island  at 
Smithville  and  Reeves’  Point,  thus  placing  in  our  hands  all  the  works 
erected  to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

In  all  the  works  were  found  169  pieces  of  artillery,  nearly  all  of  which 
are  heavy;  over  2,000  stand  of  small  arms,  considerable  quantities  of 
commissary  stores,  and  full  supplies  of  ammunition.  Our  prisoners 
numbered  112  commissioned  officers  and  1,971  enlisted  men. 

###**#* 

I  should  sigually  fail  to  do  my  duty  were  I  to  omit  to  speak  in  terms 
of  the  highest  admiration  of  the  part  borne  by  the  Navy  in  our  oper¬ 
ations.  In  all  ranks,  from  Admiral  Porter  to  his  seamen,  there  was  the 
utmost  desire  not  only  to  do  their  proper  work,  but  to  facilitate  in  every 
possible  manner  the  operations  of  the  land  forces.  To  him  and  to  the 
untiring  efforts  of  his  officers  and  men  we  are  indebted  that  our  men, 
stores,  tools,  and  ammunition  were  safely  and  expeditiously  landed,  and 
that  our  wounded  and  prisoners  were  embarked  for  transportation  to 
the  North.  To  the  great  accuracy  and  power  of  their  Are  it  is  owing 
that  we  had  not  to  confront  a  formidable  artillery  in  the  assault,  and 
that  we  were  able  with  but  little  loss  to  push  forward  the  men,  prepara¬ 
tory  to  it,  to  a  point  nearly  as  favorable  for  it  as  the  one  they  would 
have  occupied  had  siege  operations  been  undertaken  and  the  work 
systematically  approached.  The  assault  of  the  sailors  and  marines, 
although  it  failed,  undoubtedly  contributed  somewhat  to  our  success, 
and  certainly  nothing  could  surpass  the  perfect  skill  with  which  the 
fleet  was  handled  by  its  commander.  Every  request  which  I  made  to 
Admiral  Porter  was  most  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  the  utmost 
harmony  has  existed  between  us  from  the  outset  to  the  present  time. 

I  forward  herewith  General  Ames’s  report. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Alfred  H.  Terry, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier-General  John  A.  Rawlins, 

Chief  of  Staff,  City  Point,  Va. 


Extract  from  report  of  Brigadier-General  Comstock,  U.  S.  Army,  relative  to  torpedoes  near  the 

northeast  face  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Headquarters  U.  S.  Forces, 

Fort  Fisher,  January  23,  1865. 

In  front  of  the  land  face  of  Fort  Fisher,  at  an  average  distance  of 
200  yards  from  the  work  and  80  feet  from  each  other,  was  an  elaborate 
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system  of  torpedoes,  twenty-four  in  number.  The  plfin  of  Fort  Fisher 
will  show  their  position.  There  were  three  kinds:  First,  30  inch  shells; 
second,  boiler-iron  cylinders,  13  inches  diameter  and  18  inches  long; 
and,  third,  *  *  #  buoy-shaped  vessels,  of  about  the  same  content 

as  the  cylinders,  and  also  of  sheet  iron.  The  faze  usually  had  an  iron 
plate,  with  a  wire  3  feet  long  to  form  its  ground  connection,  but  in 
some  cases  the  wire  was  fastened  to  the  iron  vessel  containing  the 
powder,  thus  using  that  for  a  ground  plate.  The  system  was  connected 
with  the  fort  by  three  sets  of  double  wires,  each  wire  apparently 
intended  to  Are  five  or  more  torpedoes.  A  single  wire  running  to  a 
group  of  torpedoes  was  branched  to  each,  in  the  expectation,  appar¬ 
ently,  of  having  battery  power  sufficient  to  fire  the  whole  group,  and, 
in  addition,  some  of  these  groups  were  connected  with  each  other,  thus 
giving  (with  sufficient  battery  power)  a  choice  of  positions  in  the  work 
to  fire  the  group  from.  The  assault  was  made  on  the  left  (proper)  of 
the  face  by  the  army  and  the  right  of  the  front  by  the  navy.  Shells  had 
cut  the  sets  of  wires  leading  from  both  these  points,  and  no  torpedoes 
whatever  were  exploded,  we  having  no  masses  of  men  over  them.  It  is 
possible  they  could  not  fire  those  whose  wires  were  uncut,  as  the  fuze  I 
have  examined  had  its  powder  caked,  but  may  have  been  intended  for 
slow  match. 

******* 

The  batteries  for  firing  were  magnetic,  a  few  turns  of  the  crank  and 
with  the  black-lead  connection  readily  firing  gunpowder  in  fine  grains. 
The  accidental  cutting  of  four  out  of  the  six  wires  leading  from  the  work 
was  a  piece  of  good  fortune,  which  probably  saved  us  from  severe  loss 
and  demoralization. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  B.  Comstock, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier- General,  Chief  Engineer. 

General  E.  Delafield, 

Chief  Engineer. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Fisher,  January  14,  1865. 

The  Chickamauga  is  firing  on  the  beach  whenever  the  enemy  show 
themselves,  by  direction  of  the  flag-officer  and  my  advice. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

_  ,  ^  Major-General. 

General  Braxton  Bragg. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Hoke,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Colonel  Anderson,  C.  S.  Army,  surmising 
regarding  the  movements  of  the  Federals. 

January  17,  1865. 

Colonel:  About  dark  yesterday  afternoon  four  boats  were  seen  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Masonboro  Sound;  two  of  them  stopped  off 
Montgomery’s  ford.  I  did  not  know  what  might  be  their  intention,  but 
thought  the  enemy  would  perhaps  attempt  a  landing  above  us,  and 
being  nearer  to  Wilmington,  [N.  C.],  than  we,  make  a  forced  march  to 
the  city,  and  at  the  same  time  run  their  boats  up  the  river.  To  prevent 
this  and  to  learn  their  movements  more  fully,  I  thought  it  best  to  send 
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Lipscomb  Cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  last  niglit.  The  lights 
were  all  extinguished  in  the  fleet  last  night  about  11  o’clock. 

I  think  there  is  some  movement  on  hand.  No  boats  have  attempted 
to  come  up  the  river. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  B.  F.  IIoke, 

Major-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


Extract  from  report  of  Major-General  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army,  calling  attention  to  the  inefficient 

support  of  General  Bragg. 


Hospital,  Fort  Columbus,  Governor’s  Island, 

New  York  Harbor ,  February  19 ,  1865. 


* 


* 


# 


* 


# 


* 


I  wish  to  add  a  few  remarks  upon  the  difference  between  the  two 
attacks,  and  also  give  some  information  which  I  have  acquired.  Had 
the  enemy  assaulted  the  work  on  first  attack  he  would  have  been  beaten 
off  with  great  slaughter.  The  fire  of  the  fleet  on  that  occasion,  though 
very  severe  and  formidable,  was  very  diffuse  and  scattered,  seemingly 
more  designed  to  render  a  naval  entrance  secure  than  a  land  attack, 
consequently  our  defense  was  but  slightly  damaged.  We  had  nineteen 
guns  bearing  on  the  assault,  and,  above  all,  the  palisade  was  almost  as 
good  as  new.  Moreover,  the  fleet,  during  the  first  bombardment,  hauled 
off  at  night,  leaving  the  garrison  time  for  rest,  cooking,  and  refresh¬ 
ment.  It  is  remarkable  that  during  the  first  bombardment  no  gun’s 
crew  was  ever  driven  from  its  guns;  but  on  the  13th  and  11th  of  .Janu¬ 
ary  the  fleet  stationed  itself  with  the  definite  object  of  destroying  the 
land  defense  by  direct  and  enfilade  fire,  the  latter  a  feu  d> enfilement  to 
knock  down  the  traverses,  destroying  all  guns,  and  pound  the  north¬ 
east  salient  into  a  practicable  slope  for  the  assaulting  column.  By  12 
in.,  Sunday,  not  a  gun  remained  on  the  land  front.  The  palisade  was 
entirely  swept  away;  the  mines  in  advance,  so  deeply  did  the  enemy  s 
shot  plow,  were  so  isolated  from  the  wires  and  could  not  be  used. 
Not  a  man  could  show  his  head  in  that  infernal  storm,  and  I  could  only 
keep  a  lookout  in  the  safest  position  to  inform  me  of  the  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Contrary  to  previous  practice,  the  fleet  kept  up  the  fiie  all 
night  Cooking  was  impracticable.  The  men,  in  great  part,  in  Fisher 
at  the  second  attack  were  not  those  of  the  first,  and  were  much  more 
demoralized.  The  casualties  were  greater,  with  but  one  ration  for  three 
days.  Such  was  the  condition  when  the  parapets  were  manned,  on  the 

euemy’s  ceasing  firing,  for  assault. 

As  soon  as  a  lodgment  was  made  at  Shepherd  s  battery,  on  the  lett, 
the  engineers  at  once  threw  up  a  strong  covering  work  in  rear  of  Fisher, 
and  no  effort  of  ours  against  overwhelming  numbers  could  dislodge 


Then  was  the  time  for  the  supporting  force,  which  was  idly  looking 
on  only  3  miles  off,  which  could  see  the  columns  on  the  beach,  to  have 
made  an  attack  upon  the  rear  of  the  assaulting  columns;  at  any  rate, 
to  have  tried  to  save  Fort  Fisher,  while  the  garrison  had  hurled  one 
assaulting  column,  crippled,  back,  and  were  engaged  for  six  hours  with 

5,000  men  vigorously  assaulting  it.  .  „TT  q  /VlwPa 

General  Bragg  was  held  in  check  by  two  brigades  of  IT.  S.  Coloi  ed 
Troops,  along  a  line  of  no  impediment  whatever.  Once  at  this  line,  by 
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tlie  river  bank,  with  his  three  batteries  of  artillery  and  his  whole  force 
steadily  advancing,  the  enemy’s  fleet  could  not  have  hred  again  without 
hurting  their  own  men.  The  enemy  had  not  a  single  piece  of  artillery; 
altogether  about  7,000  or  8,000  men.  Pushing  our  batteries  to  Camp 
Wyatt  and  Colonel  Lamb’s  headquarters,  and  opening  heavily  on 
Shepherd’s  battery  with  an  advance  of  our  troops,  and  such  of  the 
enemy  as  could  not  have  escaped  in  boats  must  have  fallen  into  our 
hands;  but  it  was  not  to  be.  I  went  into  the  fort  with  the  conviction 
that  it  was  to  be  sacrificed,  for  the  last  I  heard  General  Bragg  say  was 
to  point  out  a  line  to  fall  back  on  if  Fort  Fisher  fell.  In  all  his  career 
of  failure  and  defeat  from  Pensacola  out  there  has  been  no  such  chance 
missed  and  no  such  stupendous  disaster. 

Wounded,  in  the  hospital,  with  mortification  at  the  shameful  haste,  I 
heard  the  blowing  up  of  Fort  Caswell  before  the  enemy  had  dared  to 
enter  the  harbor. 

I  demand,  in  justice  to  the  country,  to  the  Army,  and  to  myself,  that 
the  course  of  this  officer  be  investigated.  Take  his  notorious  congrat¬ 
ulatory  Order,  No.  14  [17*],  with  its  numerous  errors,  and  compare  his 
language  with  the  result.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  sent  to  Wilming¬ 
ton  for.  I  had  hoped  that  I  was  considered  competent.  I  acquiesced 
with  feelings  of  great  mortification.  My  proper  place  was  in  command 
of  the  troops  you  sent  to  support  the  defense.  Then  I  should  not  now  be 
a  prisoner,  and  an  effort  at  least  would  have  been  made  to  save  a  harbor 
on  which  I  had  expended  for  two  years  all  the  labor  and  skill  I  had.  I 
should  not  have  had  the  mortification  of  seeing  works  which  our  very 
foes  admire  yielding  after  four  days’  attack,  given  up  and  abandoned 
without  even  an  attempt  to  save  them. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 
Major-General  ( prisoner  of  tear). 

General  B.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Armies  Confederate  States. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon,  C.  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Third  Military  District, 

January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding  the  following  report  of  the  attack  on  Fort  Fisher: 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  at  about  8  o’clock,  the  enemy 
opened  on  the  fort  with  the  Ironsides,  one  double  and  three  single  tar¬ 
geted  ironclad  monitors,  concentrating  their  whole  fire  on  the  land  face 
keeping  up  a  regular  fire  till  5  p.  m.  At  this  hour  three  frigates — Colo¬ 
rado,  Minnesota,  and  Wabash,  as  supposed— came  into  action  and  con¬ 
tinued  a  terrific  fire  until  6  p.  m.  Colonel  Lamb,  anticipating  an  assault, 
made  repeated  applications  to  Maj or- General  Whiting  for  reinforce¬ 
ments.  The  only  forces  available  were  those  of  the  navy  manning  Fort 
Buchanan,  60  in  all,  which  were  willingly  furnished  by  Captain  Chap¬ 
man,  L.  S.  JN  avy.  Six  companies  were  brought  from  the  forts  below  at  8 
p.  m.,  and  150  men,  under  Major  James  Beilly,  arrived  at  3  o’clock  on  the 
mormug  of  the  14th  instant.  During  this  night  the  gunners  and  troops 
otathe  garrison  were  manning  the  palisades,  a  general  attack  being 

RebemonffiVoL  XLnfptl,  Wd_  C^deratT irmies  in  the  7v7r  ofthe 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


595 


anticipated,  our  guns  keeping  up  a  fire,  covering  the  land  approach, 
at  intervals  d  firing  the  entire  night.  Major-General  Whiting,  accom¬ 
panied  by  myself,  was  also  on  the  works  and  beach  during  the  greater 
portion  of  the  night,  keeping  watch  on  the  enemy’s  movements. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant  the  enemy  again  opened  on  the 
land  face,  the  rest  of  the  fleet  (72  in  all)  forming  in  two  lines  of  battle. 
Fifteen  of  these  moved  into  position  and  joined  in  the  action,  keeping 
up  a  terrific  fire  during  the  whole  day  and  succeeding  night,  disman¬ 
tling  every  gun  on  the  land  face,  one  8-ineh  columbiacl  alone  excepted. 
Our  guns  replied  with  great  accuracy,  but  with  little  effect,  the  wooden 
vessels  remaining  out  of  range  of  our  shot,  making  but  slight  impres¬ 
sion  on  the  ironclads,  as  far  as  we  could  judge.  The  gunners  displayed 
the  greatest  gallantry  under  this  most  terrific  fire.  The  enemy  had  also 
advanced  a  line  of  sharpshooters,  who  had  sunk  rifle  pits  and  annoyed 
the  men  serving  the  guns  by  keeping  up  a  constant  fire.  The  disman¬ 
tled  guns  could  not  be  remounted  during  the  night,  nor  could  the  works 
be  repaired,  owing  to  the  constant  and  heavy  fire  kept  up  by  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fleet  during  the  entire  night.  A  telegram  having  been  received 
from  the  commanding  general  that  Brigadier-General  Hagood’s  brigade 
had  been  sent  to  reinforce  us,  was  ordered  to  await  their  arrival  at  Fort 
Buchanan. 

About  4 : 30  on  the  15th  first  of  these  regiments  (the  Twenty- first) 
arrived,  and  shortly  afterward  the  Twenty-fifth,  under  the  command  of 
Captains  Du  Bose  and  Carson,  respectively.  The  Twenty-first  Regi¬ 
ment  at  once  moved  up  to  Fort  Fisher;  the  other  was  moved  to  the  rear 
of  the  Mound  battery  for  shelter  from  the  enemy’s  fire,  which  at  this 
time  was  awful.  It  moved  up  to  Fort  Fisher  later  in  the  day.  About 
52  ships  have  joined  the  monitors.  At  8  o’clock  they  concentrated  their 
fire,  without  any  cessation,  at  intervals,  on  different  portions  of  the 
works.  During  the  morning  of  this  day  (the  15th)  and  the  preceding 
night  the  enemy  landed  the  assaulting  column,  supposed,  and  as  con¬ 
firmed  by  a  prisoner,  to  number  10,000  men.  These  were  formed  in 
three  lines  across  the  entire  neck  of  land,  covered  by  a  heavy  line 
of  skirmishers,  about  400  yards  in  front  of  the  main  body  and  at  a 
distance  of  about  1,000  yards  from  the  fort.  On  this  force  we  brought 
to  bear  our  one  available  gun  and  three  mortars,  which  had  been  mounted 
during  the  night,  and  these  repeatedly  broke  their  line  and  temporarily 
checked  the  advance.  As  the  attacking  column  advanced  a  part  of  the 
fleet  moved  in  single  line  in  succession  ahead  of  the  skirmish  line,  thus 
enfilading  the  entire  land  face  of  the  work,  whilst  the  remainder  of  the 
fleet,  in  their  original  position,  kept  up  a  mur.derous  fire  on  nearly  every 
part  of  the  whole  fort.  Onder  cover  of  the  dense  smoke  a  brigade  was 
moved  from  the  enemy’s  left  along  the  beach — the  tide  being  low — and 
succeeded  in  getting  within  the  palisade  line  before  they  were  seen,  but 
were  instantly  repulsed  twice  and  driven  from  their  position  with  heavy 
loss.  Corresponding  with  this  movement,  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy, 
under  cover  of  the  woods,  moved  up  on  our  left  and  got  possession  of 
the  first  gun  chamber. 

Lieutenant  Latham,  of  Captain  Adams’s  light  battery,  was  stationed 
with  two  guns  at  a  point  commanding  the  causeway  leading  to  the 
palisade  line  (the  palisade  line  itself  having  been  destroyed  by  the 
enemy’s  fire),  with  orders  to  run  his  guns  into  position  as  soon  as  the 
fire  of  the  fleet  had  slackened.  What  occurred  at  this  period  on  the 
left  of  the  line  I  am  unable  to  state,  being  myself  engaged  on  the  right, 
and  the  first  intimation  I  had  of  the  enemy’s  approach  was  by  seeing 
their  flag  planted  on  the  third  traverse.  As  soon  as  discovered  all  the 
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available  force  was  led  to  repulse  this  attack  by  M  ajor-General  Whiting 
in  person,  but  it  failed  in  dislodging  the  enemy  frofn  the  position  occu¬ 
pied,  and  at  this  point  I  have,  with  much  regret,  to  state  Major-General 
Whiting  was  seriously  wounded  and  was  carried  from  the  field.  Major 
Hill,  chief  of  the  general’s  staff,  had  dispatched  couriers  to  Battery 
Buchanan  to  bring  up  the  three  remaining  regiments  of  Ilagood’s  bri¬ 
gade,  who  had  been  ordered  to  remain  there  till  sent  for  (the  fire  from 
the  fleet  rendering  it  almost  impossible  for  any  troops  to  move),  when 
it  was  discovered  that  this  force  had  never  reached  Battery  Buchanan 
(a  circumstance  much  indeed  to  be  regretted).  I  was  then  ordered  by 
Major-General  Whiting  to  communicate  with  the  commanding  general, 
which  I  immediately  attempted  to  do,  as  he  is  aware.  What  occurred, 
therefore,  subsequently  to  my  leaving  the  field  I  only  know  from  hear¬ 
say,  but  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  state  that  I  was  informed,  as  I  was  on 
the  point  of  lea  ving,  that  a  flag  of  truce  had  been  hoisted  by  the  enemy 
and  answered  by  some  officer,  who  then  surrendered  himself  and  300 
men  to  the  enemy,  and  that  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  had  been  marched 
into  the  gallery  of  the  sally  port.  I  have  also  to  add  that  the  garrison, 
though  in  good  heart,  was  sadly  worn  out  by  the  hard  work  they  we  e 
called  upon  to  perform  by  day  and  night,  but  that  a  feeling  of  much 
disappointment  existed  that  the  long-looked-for  cooperation  from  the 
force  outside,  which  they  expected  would  have  been  rendered,  failed  to 
assist  them  in  their  hour  of  need. 

G.  T.  Gordon, 

Lieutenant- Colonel  and  Assistant  Inspector- General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Extract  from  the  official  diary  of  Colonel  Lamb,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  defenses  of  Con¬ 
federate  (Federal)  Point,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Fisher. 

January  12. — Four  blockaders  off  in  the  morning.  Five  block aders 
off  at  noon.  6.4-inch  Brooke  rifle  mounted  on  land  face.  At  night  the 
fleet  appeared  off  Battery  Gatlin,  and  sent  dear  wife  and  children 
across  the  river. 

January  13. — The  enemy  commenced  bombardment  at  the  fort  with 
ironclads  at  7 :30  a.  in.,  and  continued  it  until  about  6  p.  m.  At  5  p.  ra. 
they  were  reinforced  by  frigates  and  other  heavy  vessels,  which  opened 
and  continued  a  furious  bombardment  till  6  p.  m.  Casualties :  1  soldier 
and  1  negro  killed  and  41  wounded. 

January  14. — Enemy’s  Ironsides  and  ironclads  commenced  bombard¬ 
ment  10:40  a.  in.,  which  they  kept  up  until  - .  Some  iron  vessels 

after  the  Galena  class  joined  them  about  2  o’clock.  Skirmishers  came 
this  side  of  Battery  Holland  before  noon  and  dug  rifle  pits.  They 
went  over  to  Craig’s  and  captured  the  steamer  Isaac  Wells. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Caldwell , 
TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  R.  B.  Cuyler. 

Off  New  Inlet,  January  14,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  without  delay,  taking  the 
mails  and  seeing  that  they  are  forwarded  properly. 
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Fill  up  with  coal  and  return  to  me  without  delay,  bringing  all  the 
mails  and  express  packages. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  C.  II.  B.  Caldwell, 

Commanding  R.  R.  Cuyler ,  off  New  Inlet. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
I  Vest,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  transportation  of  coal. 

Off  New  Inlet,  January  14 , 1865. 
Sir:  I  wish  you  to  send  1,000  tons  of  coal  down  here  without  delay. 
Let  it  sail  down,  or  have  it  towed;  any  way  to  get  it  down. 

When  the  vessel  arrives  with  the  anchors  for  the  large  ships,  send 
her  right  down  here. 

Whenever  a  steamer  leaves  Beaufort  for  this  place,  make  her  tow 
something  down  if  you  have  anything  to  send. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  W.  C.  West, 

Commanding  Naval  Station ,  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


List  of  vessels  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron 

January  15,  1865. 


Name. 

Guns. 

Class. 

Commanding  officer. 

Present  duty  or  station. 

10 

3 

Alabama . 

10 

3 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  A.  R. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Langthorne. 

Anemone . 

4 

4 

Acting  Ensign  W.  C.  Borden  . .. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

2 

4 

Atlanta . 

3 

3 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  J. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Woodward. 

Aries . 

7 

3 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  F.  S. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Wells. 

Arietta . 

3 

4 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  C.  West.. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

4 

4 

Acting  Ensign  N.  R.  Davis . 

Berberry . 

4 

4 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Rowntree. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Britannia . 

6 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  W.  B. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Sheldon. 

Bignonia . 

3 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  W.  I). 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Roath . 

Belle . 

2 

4 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 

26 

2 

Capt.  James  Alden . 

4 

Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mulford. .. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

4 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Canonicus . 

2 

3 

Lieut.  Commander  G.E. Belknap 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

10 

3 

Clematis . 

3 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  E.  D. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Bruner. 

6 

4 

Acting  Master  F.  Josselyn . 

Ceres . 

2 

4 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster _ 

Do. 

50 

1 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher . 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Cherokee . 

6 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  W.  E. 

Off  W  estern  Bar. 

Dennison. 

Cambridge . 

10 

3 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  F. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Nickels. 

Commodore  Barney . 

7 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  G.  B. 

James  River. 

Livingston. 

Cactus . 

3 

4 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  J. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

| 

Evans. 
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Vessels  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  January  15,  1865 — Cont'd. 


Name. 


Commodore  Morris  . 

Crusader  . 

Commodore  Perry . . 


Cuyler,  R.  R 
Chippewa  . . . 
Cohasset.... 

Clinton . 

Dumbarton . . 


Delaware . 

Dawn . 

Daylight  . 
Dictator . . 
Delta . 


Epsilon. 
Emma  . . 


General  Putnam. 
Granite  (sloop)  .. 


Glance..-- 
Garnma . . . 
Howquah. 

Huron 


Hunchback - 

Henry  Brinker  . 
Heliotrope . 


Hoyt . 

Hetzel . 

Harcourt . 

Iosco  . 

Juniata . 

I.  N.  Seymour. 
Kansas . 


Keystone  State  . 
Lilian . 


Launch  No.  4  . 
Launch  No.  5  . 
Launch  No.  6  . 
Lockwood 


Lilac . 

Little  Ada . 

Monticello . 

Maumee . 

Mohican . 

Minnesota . 

Mackinaw . 

Massasoit . 

Mount  Vernon  . 


Moccasin  .... 
Mattabesett  . 
Montgomery. 


Maratanza . 
Miami . 


Mendota . 

Mount  Washington. 


Mystic . 

Monadnock. 

Mahopac.... 

Martin . 

Mercedita  . . 
Malvern 


Guns. 


Eolus . 

Eutaw . 

Fort  Jackson . 

Port  Donelson . 

Eahkee . . 

Gettysburg . 

Governor  Buckingham 


Class. 


12 

6 

1 


4 
10 
11 

1 

5 
7 

6 


10 

14 

2 


9 

12 


Commanding  officer. 


Acting  Master  K.  G.  Lee . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  P.  Hays 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  A.  P. 
Foster. 

Commander  C.  H.  B.  Caldwell. . . 
Lieut.  Commander  A. W.  Weaver 
Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Griffin . 
Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden  . . 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  H. 
Brown. 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridge. . . 
Acting  Master  J.  A.  Jackaway.. 

Acting  Master  H.  A.  Phelon - 

Commodore  John  Rodgers . - 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  W.  F. 
Gragg. 

Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Boggs. . . 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  M. 
Williams. 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Keyset . 

Lieut.  Commander  H.  C. Blake.. 

Capt.  B.  F.  Sands . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost . 

Acting  Master  F.  R.  Webb . 

Lieut.  R.  H.  Lamson . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  Mac- 
Diarmid. 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Savage - 

Acting  Master  E.  Boomer . 


Acting  Ensign  H.  Wheeler - 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis - 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  W. 
Balch. 

Lieut.  Commander  X.  0.  Sel¬ 
fridge. 

Lieut.  Jos.  Fyffe . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Kerens 
Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  Nor¬ 
man. 

Acting  Ensign  H.  B.  Twambly . 
Acting  Master  Thompson . 


Commander  Jno.  Guest . 

Capt.  W.  R.  Taylor . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  B.  Allen . 

Lieut.  Commander  P.  G.Wat- 
mough. 

Commander  H.  Rolando . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  A. 
Harris. 

Acting  Ensign 


Acting  Ensign  J.  H.  Chapman. . 

Gunner  H.  Peters . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Q.  A.  David 
son. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  A.  Chadwick 

Acting  Master  S.  P.  Crafts . 

Lieut.  W.  B.  Cushing . 

Lieut.  Commander  R.  Chandler  . 

Commander  D.  Ammen . 

Commodore  J.  Lanman . 

Commander  J.  C.  Beaumont _ 

Commander  It.  T.  Renshaw  ... 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  Tra 
then. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Brown . 

Commander  J.  C.  Febiger . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  C. 
Dunn . 

Lieut.  CommanderG.  W.  Toung 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  G.  W. 
Graves. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols. 
Acting  Master  and  Pilot  H.  H. 
Haynie. 

Acting  Master  W.  Wright . 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott . 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  E.  Potter. . 
Acting  Ensign  F.  H.  Crandall  .. 
Lieut.  Commander  M.  Haxtun  . . 
Lieut.  B.  H.  Porter . 


Present  duty  or  station. 


James  River. 

York  River,  Virginia. 
James  River. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River., 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River*. 

Do. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Guard  ship,  Hatteras 
Inlet. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

York  River,  Va. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 

James  River. 

Off'  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Off  Western  Bar. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River,  Virginia. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina, 
Baltimore. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 
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Vessels  attached  to  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  January  15,  1865 — Cont’d. 


Name. 


Guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


N  yack 


8  4 


Nansemoml . 

New  Ironsides . 

New  Berne  (supply  steam¬ 
er). 

Osceola . . 

Onondaga . . 

Phlox . 

Powhatan . 

Pequot . 

Pawtuxet . 

Poppy . 

Pontoosue  . 

Quaker  City . 

Khode  Island . 

Release . 

Renshaw . 

Republic . 

Seneca . 

Shenandoah . 

Susquehanna . 

Santiago  de  Cuba . 

Samuel  Rotan . 

Saugus . 

Shamrock . 

Saffron  . 

Spuyten  Duyvil  (torpedo 
boat). 

Shokokon . 

Sassacus . 

Tuscarora . 

Tristram  Shandy . 


3 

20 


10 

4 


24 

8 

10 

2 

12 

7 

12 

3 


1 

5 

6 
18 
11 

5 

2 

11 


6 

12 

10 

4 


4 

1 


3 

3 

4 
1 
4 

3 

4 

3 
2 
2 

4 
4 
4 
4 
2 
1 
2 
4 
3 

3 

4 


4 

3 

3 

4 


Tacony 


12  3 


Ticonderoga . 

Unadilla . 

Unit . 

Vanderbilt...'. . 

Victoria . 

Vicksburg . 

Valley  City . . 

Vance,  A.  D . 

Wabash . 

Western  World . 

William  Badger  (hulk) 

Wilderness . 

Wyalusing . 

Whitehead . 

Wyandotte  . . . 

Young  America . 


14 

6 


16 

3 

6 

6 

5 

44 

5 


4 

14 

4 

5 
2 


2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

3 

4 
4 
1 
4 


4 

3 

4 
4 
4 


Yantic .  5  4 

Zouave .  2  4 

Zeta .  4 


Lieut.  Commander  L.  II.  New¬ 
man. 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Porter _ 

Commodore  W.  Radford . 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz . 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker . 

Acting  Ensign  O’  Brien . 

Commodore  J.  F.  Schenck . 

Lieut.  Commander  I).  L.  Braine. 

Commander  J.  II.  Spotts . 

Acting  Ensign  AV.  Clarke . 

Lieut,  Commander  W.  G.  Temple 

Commander  W.  E.  Spicer . 

Commander  S.  I).  Trenchard _ 

Acting  Master  J.  Baker . 

Cunner  E.  A.  McDonald . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  W.  Bennett. .. 
Lieut.  Commander  M.  Sicard  . . . 

Capt.  D.  B.  Ridgely . 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon . 

Capt.  0.  S.  Glisson . 

Acting  Master  W.  G.  Nutting  . . 

Commander  E.  R.  Colhoun . 

Commander  AV.  H.  Macomb . 

Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon _ 

Eirst  Assistant  Engineer  Lay  . . 


Acting  Arolunteer  Lieut.  S.  Huse 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  L.  Davis  . . 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailev . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  E.  F. 
Devens. 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  T.  Trux- 
tun. 

Capt.  C.  Steedman . 

Lieut.  Commander E.  M.  Ramsay 
Acting  Ensign  H.  I’.  Hathaway. 

Capt.  C.  W.  Pickering . ; . 

Acting  Ensign  AV.  Moody . 

Lieut.  Commander  Baker . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks  . . 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur 

Capt,  M.  Smith . 

Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieut,  Commander  E.  English. .. 
Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett . . . 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer . 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  J.  H. 
Gilley. 

Lieut.  Commander  T.  C.  Harris. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 

Acting  Ensign  F.  W.  Mintzer.. . 


Off  Western  Bar. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 
Do. 


Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Do. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Hampton  Roads. 

J  ames  River. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Off  Western  Bar. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Do. 

James  River,  Virginia. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Guard  ship,  Norfolk. 

J  ames  River. 

Off  Fort  Fisher. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

James  River. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hays ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  rumors 
of  a  proposed  raid  by  a  party  of  Confederates  tinder  Captain  Fitzliugli. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Off  Yorktoivn,  January  15, 1865. 

Sir:  I  am  informed  by  reliable  authority  that  an  attack  is  contem¬ 
plated  by  a  Captain  Fitzliugli  and  what  force  he  may  collect  (probably 
50  or  00  men)  in  boats  now  in  Severn  Eiver,  [  Va.],  which  have  been  sent 
from  Richmond  for  the  purpose,  upon  the  light-boat  on  the  Wolf  Trap 
in  Chesapeake  Bay  and  such  vessels  as  they  may  come  across  in  the 
bay.  If  successful,  they  contemplate  a  raid  upon  the  oyster  fleet  in  this 
river.  I  notified  the  light-boat  of  it  this  morning.  Have  ordered  all  the 
oyster  fleet  below  me  from  up  the  river,  and  have  put  additional  men  on 
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tlie  Seymour  and  ordered  her  to  cruise  in  Mobjack  Bay,  at  the  mouth  of 
Severn  River,  in  order  to  prevent  them  getting  out.  This  Fitzhugli  is 
the  one  who  committed  extensive  depredations  upon  the  eastern  shore 
some  months  ago. 

The  military  authorities  have  been  notified  at  Fort  Magruder,  and  I 
presume  some  action  will  be  taken  by  them.  I  respectfully  inform  you 
of  the  action  I  have  taken  in  the  matter,  and  request  you  will  forward 
me  a  boat  of  light  draft  of  water  to  cruise  between  New  Point  and  the 
Wolf  Trap,  in  order  to  catch  them  should  they  put  out  from  that  point. 

Hoping  my  action  will  meet  with  your  approval, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 

Actg.  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Comdg .,  Senior  Officer  in  York  River. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Days,  U.  S.  Navy,  requesting  an 
opinion  regarding  the  breastworks  on  Gloucester  Point. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 
Yorktown,  Va.,  January  15, 1865. 

Sir:  The  breastworks  on  Gloucester  Point  evacuated  by  our  forces 
afford  an  excellent  opportunity  for  the  rebels  to  plant  a  few  pieces  to 
annoy  us,  which  they  readily  could  do.  I  am  under  the  opinion  they 
ought  to  be  destroyed,  and  request  your  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 

Actg.  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Comdg.,  Senior  Officer  in  York  River. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Special  report  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  practical 
working  of  the  monitor  class  of  vessels. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  January  15, 1865. 

Sir:  My  late  experience  with  the  monitor  class  of  vessels  under  tire, 
at  sea,  and  in  riding  out  heavy  gales,  justifies  me  in  making  a  special 
report  on  the  matter.  I  feel  the  importance  of  the  Government’s  receiv¬ 
ing  accurate  information  in  relation  to  a  class  of  vessels  about  Avhich 
there  has  been  a  difference  of  opinion  and  of  which  we  are  building  quite 
a  number. 

My  experience  has  been  with  the  Monadnock ,  Saugus,  Mahopac ,  and 
Canonicus,  all  vessels  of  some  difference  of  construction,  and  built,  I 
believe,  by  different  contractors. 

Before  leaving  Hampton  Roads,  and  while  waiting  for  the  Army  to 
provide  troops  for  the  land  part  of  this  expedition,  I  sent  the  monitors 
Canonicus,  Mahopac ,  and  Saugus  up  the  James  River  to  try  what  they 
could  do  with  the  rebel  batteries  at  Howlett’s  and  above  that  point. 
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At  Howlett’s  the  enemy  had  a  heavy  gun  mounted  (a  200-pounder 
Brooke  rifle),  which  was  frequently  fired  at  the  monitors,  but  seldom  hit¬ 
ting  them.  One  of  their  shells,  or  shot,  however,  struck  the  Saugus  fair 
on  the  turret  and  knocked  out  and  loosened  forty  of  the  bolts. 

This  was  owing  to  the  bolts  being  driven  from  inside  to  out,  instead 
ot  from  outside  to  in.  The  turret  was  not  materially  injured,  and  was 
repaired  again  in  about  two  weeks,  and  I  have  been  using  the  Saugus 
here  against  these  works,  where  she  has  done  effective  service. 

The  Canonicus,  Mahopac ,  and  Monadnock  left  Hampton  Eoads  on  the 
12th  ultimo,  the  former  two  in  tow  of  steamers,  the  Monadnock  going 
under  steam  with  a  steamer  in  company.  The  weather  was  quite 
rough,  and  at  times  the  sea  would  go  over  the  turrets  and  down  the 
tunnels,  but  I  passed  them  Avhile  at  sea  and  they  were  making  excellent 
weather  of  it.  On  asking  their  commanders  afterwards  how  they  got 
along  the  answer  was,  “Oh,  quite  well,  sir;  only  a  little  damp.” 

On  arriving  at  Beaufort,  NT.  0.,  I  filled  them  up  with  coal  and  annum 
nition.  I  found  a  detect  in  a  pump  on  board  the  Canonicus  [Mahopac] 
(a  centrifugal  pump  they  called  it),  which  did  not  fetch  the  water  until 
there  was  a  foot  or  more  in  the  vessel.  This  was  a  serious  defect,  and 
one  for  which  the  constructors  were  very  culpable.  The  Mahopad  s  decks 
leaked  considerably,  and  made  the  officers  and  crew  very  uncomfortable. 
The  monitors  started  from  Beaufort  on  the  18th  ultimo,  the  Canonicus 
and  Mahopac  being  towed,  the  Monadnock  declining  such  assistance. 
Indeed,  she  did  not  require  it,  outrunning  the  largest  vessels  easily, 
and  keeping  ahead  of  all  except  the  very  fastest. 

On  the  21st  ultimo  it  came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the  S.W.,  and  a 
very  heavy  sea  commenced  rolling  in.  The  vessels  were  all  anchored 
in  13  fathoms  water,  with  a  long  scope  of  chain  out.  Most  of  the  large 
vessels  dragged  during  the  gale.  The  Tuscarora  and  Juniata  put  to 
sea  (I  think  unnecessarily),  while  the  monitors  rode  it  out  beautifully. 

I  was  anchored  quite  near  them  and  witnessed  their  performance. 

I  at  first  thought  I  had  been  imprudent  and  had  unnecessarily  risked 
the  lives  of  officers  and  men,  but  I  went  to  sleep  the  first  night  of  the 
gale  quite  easy  in  my  mind  in  regard  to  the  monitors.  I  saw  that  they 
were  making  the  best  weather  and  riding  easier  than  any  of  the  other 
vessels  in  the  fleet.  All  the  transports  cut  and  ran,  though  1  think  that 
was  quite  unnecessary.  After  the  gale  I  enquired  of  the  commanders 
of  the  monitors  how  they  passed  through  the  ordeal,  and  they  seemed 
to  think  they  got  along  very  well.  The  smaller  monitors,  Mahopac  and 
Canonicus,  at  times  almost  disappeared  from  view,  and  the  commander  of 
the  former  vessel  complained  of  discomfort,  owing  to  the  decks  leaking, 
but  the  vessels  were  in  no  danger  at  any  time.  As  to  the  Monadnock , 
she  could  rideout  a  gale  at  anchor  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  She  is  certainly 
a  most  perfect  success,  so  far  as  the  hull  and  machinery  are  concerned, 
and  is  only  defective  in  some  minor  details,  which  in  the  building  of  these 
vessels  require  the  superintendence  of  a  thorough  seaman  and  a  prac¬ 
tical  and  ingenious  man.  The  Monadnock  is  capable  of  crossing  the 
ocean  alone  (when  her  compasses  are  once  adjusted  properly),  and 
could  destroy  any  vessel  in  the  French  or  British  navy,  lay  their  towns 
under  contribution,  and  return  again  (provided  she  could  pick  up  coal) 
without  fear  of  being  followed.  She  could  certainly  clear  any  harbor 
on  our  coast  of  blockaders  in  case  we  were  at  war  with  a  foreign  power. 
As  strong  and  thick  as  the  sides  of  this  vessel  are,  one  heavy  shot  from 
Fort  Fisher  indented  the  iron  on  her  side  armor  without,  however,  doing 
any  material  damage.  These  vessels  have  laid  five  days  under  a  fire 
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from  Fort  Fisher,  anchored  less  than  800  yards  off,  and  though  fired  at 
a  great  deal,  they  Avere  seldom  hit,  and  received  no  injury  except  to 
boats  and  light  matter  about  decks,  Avhich  Avere  pretty  Avell  cut  to 
pieces.  Compared  with  the  Ironsides ,  their  fire  is  very  slow,  and  not 
at  all  calculated  to  silence  heavy  batteries,  Avhich  require  a  rapid  and 
continuous  fire  to  drive  men  from  the  guns;  but  they  are  famous 
coadjutors  in  a  fight,  and  put  in  the  heavy  blows  which  tell  on  case¬ 
mates  and  bombproofs.  The  smaller  class  of  monitors,  as  at  ]  resent 
constructed,  Avill  always  require  the  aid  of  a  steamer  to  tow  them  and 
take  care  of  them.  In  smooth  Aveather  they  ought  to  go  along  by  them¬ 
selves,  and  when  towed  the  towrope  should  never  be  less  than  200 
fathoms  in  length.  It  strains  them  ATery  much  to  have  a  short  towline. 

I  do  not  know  yet  Avhat  their  real  durability  is  or  would  be  in  a  con¬ 
tinuous  fire  against  their  turrets.  Solid  Xl-incli  or  200-pounder  rifles 
are  apt  to  break  something  when  they  strike,  and  I  should  be  much 
better  satisfied  myself  to  be  behind  wooden  bulwarks  and  take  what 
comes  than  to  be  shut  up  in  an  iron  turret,  not  knowing  whether  it  is 
properly  constructed.  This,  though,  is  the  prejudice  of  a  sailor,  and 
should  have  no  Aveight  whatever.  The  commanders  of  the  monitors 
seem  to  feel  quite  at  home  and  safe  in  them,  and  apprehend  no  more 
danger  at  sea  than  in  any  other  kind  of  a  vessel.  Commander  Parrott, 
of  the  Monadnock ,  remarked  that  he  did  not  see  any  difference  between 
her  and  anything  else.  The  Saugus  joined  me  after  the  first  day’s  fight 
oft'  Fort  Fisher,  and  was  towed  round  from  Norfolk  by  the  Nereus  in 
very  rough  Aveather.  The  ATessel  leaked  a  good  deal  through  her  bows 
and  some  uneasiness  was  felt  for  her  on  that  account,  but  her  seagoing 
qualities  Avere  spoken  of  as  good.  The  difficulty  was  a  mechanical  one, 
and  in  no  way  detracts  from  the  qualities  of  the  vessel.  There  is  no 
great  amount  of  comfort  on  board  these  \Tessels  at  sea;  that  is  conceded 
on  all  sides,  but  they  are  seldom  at  sea  and  only  exposed  when  making 
a  \Toyage.  This  is  the  first  time,  I  believe,  that  the  monitors  have  ridden 
out  heavy  gales  in  an  open  sea  at  anchor,  though  they  have  ridden  out 
gales  in  Charleston  lloads. 

I  have  only  to  remark  that  the  principle  is  a  good  one,  if  the  vessels 
are  all  built  like  the  MonadnocTc.  The  fire  of  these  vessels,  combined 
with  the  fire  of  such  vessels  as  the  New  Ironsides  and  heavy  frigates, 
is  very  effective,  particularly  against  heavy  plated  vessels,  bo  nbnroofs, 
and  stone  or  brick  Avails.  I  have  never  yet  seen  a  vessel  that  came  up 
to  my  ideas  of  what  is  required  for  offensive  operations  as  much  as  the 
Ironsides.  She  combines  very  many  good  qualities.  The  most  impor¬ 
tant  is  the  comfort  with  which  the  people  on  board  of  her  liA7e,  though 
she  would  be  no  match  for  the  Monadnock  in  a  fight,  the  latter  having 
more  speed. 

The  accuracy  of  fire  is,  I  think,  in  favor  of  the  Ironsides,  judging 
from  A\That  I  have  seen  here.  The  turrets  get  filled  with  smoke  and  do 
not  clear  as  quick  as  the  Ironsides ,  though  that  defect  could  be  avoided 
by  not  firing  both  guns  so  near  together.  These  impressions  of  mine 
are  formed  from  a  short  experience  with  monitors,  but  I  think  they  will 
be  found  correct,  provided  the  monitors  are  properly  built. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington,  1).  G. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  16, 1S65. 

A  fast  steamer  leaves  here  to  morrow  afternoon  at  4  p.  m.  for  the 
fleet  off  Wilmington.  She  can  touch  oft  Fortress  Monroe,  Wednesday 
morning,  to  take  dispatches  or  any  officer  if  you  desire  it. 

G.  y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  TJ.  S.  Grant,  IT.  S.  Army, 

City  Point,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Sands,  TJ.  S.Navy, 
regarding  the  remains  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Longshaw,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  Lou  will  run  outside  to  where  the  Minnesota  is  lying  and  take 
on  board  the  body  of  Surgeon  William  Longshaw,  then  proceed  with¬ 
out  delay  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  turn  all  your  wounded  over  to  the  hos¬ 
pital.  Commodore  Lanman  will  give  you  directions  as  to  the  disposal 
of  the  remains  of  Dr.  Longshaw. 

After  performing  this  duty  till  up  with  coal  and  return  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson,  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Glisson,  TJ.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Santiago  de  Cuba ,  regarding  disposal  of  the 

wounded  on  that  vessel. 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January,  16,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  under  your  com¬ 
mand  to  Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  deliver  the  wounded  you  have  on  board  at 
the  hospital. 

You  wib  then  proceed  to  the  navy  yard  and  make  all  necessary 
repairs  to  your  vessel. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  O.  S.  Glisson, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Spicer,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  the  disposal  of  the  wounded  on  that  vessel. 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir  :  Proceed  without  delay  to  Norfolk,  Ya.,  and  deliver  the  wounded 
you  have  on  board  your  vessel  into  the  naval  hospital  at  that  place. 
Coal  up  and  return  here  at  once. 

Yery  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Wm.  F.  Spicer, 

Commanding  Quaker  City. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Colhoun,  TJ.  8. 
Navy ,  regarding  repairs  to  that  vessel. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  o  ff  Federal  Point,  N.  C.,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed,  with  the  Saugus  in  tow  of  the  Rhode  Island,  to 
the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk  and  turn  over  the  Saugus  to  the  commandant 
of  the  yard  (Captain  Berrien)  for  repairs.  You  will  then  obey  the 
orders  you  have  received  from  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear  Admiral. 

Commander  E.  1C  Colhoun, 

Commanding  Monitor  Saugus. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Fr alley,  U.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship)  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  16,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  without  delay  and  report  to 
Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren,  commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron,  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  Jas.  M.  Erailey, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Tuscarora,  off  Fort-  Fisher. 


[First  endorsement.] 

Reported  off  Charleston,  January  19,  1SG5. 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral 


[Second  endorsement.] 


The  Tuscarora"1  s  station  for  the  present  will  be  on  the  outside  block¬ 
ade  at  this  place. 


J.  A.  D. 


Letter  from  the  chairman  of  Committee  on  Conduct  of  the  War  to  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  that  Rear-Admiral  Porter  he  summoned 
to  appear  to  give  testimony. 


Committee  Room  Conduct  oe  the  War, 

January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  the  Conduct  of  the  War 
to  request  that  you  will  direct  Admiral  Porter  to  appear  before  them 
to  testify  in  relation  to  the  expedition  against  Wilmington,  as  soon  as 
he  can  come  consistently  with  the  demands  of  the  service. 

I  remain,  yours,  respectfully, 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


B.  F.  Wade, 
Chairman  of  Committee. 
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|  Telegram.] 

Nava"  Department,  January  17 ,  1865. 
Lieutenant-Commander  Jeffers  will  leave  the  Department  at  3  o’clock 
with  some  letters  to  Admiral  Porter  to  go  by  the  Bat.  When  received, 
let  her  leave.  ’ 

Gideon  Welles, 

I  n  ,  .  „  ,,  Secretary  of  the  N ami. 

Commodore  J.  B.  Montgomery, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  17,  1865. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Blair,  senior,  will  go  immediately  to  Richmond.  Will  you 
be  good  enough  to  telegraph  me  when  he  can  go  through  by  water  if 
possible,  as  there  can  be  no  delay.  He  is  too  old  to  endure  the  fatigue 
ot  a  land  march  and  delay.  I  congratulate  you  upon  the  Federal  Point 
affair. 


Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant, 

City  Point ,  Va. 


G.  Y.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 


Order  of  Pear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Clits ,  U.  S. 
Navy ,  regarding  the  lights  on  the  Mound. 


Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  17.  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  obtain  the  lights  on  the  Mound;  see  that  they  are 
properly  trimmed  and  lighted,  as  has  been  the  custom  with  the  rebels 
during  the  blockade.  I  place  this  matter  in  your  entire  charge  and 
expect  you  to  use  all  your  exertions  to  carry  it  out. 

It  is  reported  there  are  many  blockade  runners  on  their  way,  having 
heard  of  our  first  attack,  and  you  will  cause  such  preparations  to  be 
made  that  will  secure  any  which  may  enter. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Pear-Admiral. 


[P.  S.] — Have  the  lights  lighted  to-night  and  see  that  no  vessel  inside 
displays  a  light,  and  be  ready  to  grab  anyone  that  enters. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Howell,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nereus. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  take  the  Mahopac  in  tow  and  proceed  with  her  to  Port 
Royal  or  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and  will  report  to  Admiral  Dahlgren. 
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On  completion  of  this  duty  you  will  proceed  to  Mat'iguana  Passage 
in  obedience  to  your  original  orders. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  C.  Howell, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Nereus. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Weaver,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U .  S.  8.  Mahopac. 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  Proceed  in  tow  of  the  Nereus  off  Charleston  or  to  P ort  Royal, 
S.  C.,  and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South 

Atlantic  Squadron.  _ 

Very  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

J  Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  A.  W.  Weaver,  * 

Commanding  Ironclad  Mahopac,  off  Fort  Fisher,  A.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Ammen ,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ .  8.  8,  Mohican,  to  proceed*  as  bearer  of  dispatches 

for  General  Sherman. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  Proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report  to 
Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren.  Take  the  accompanying  dispatches  and 
request  Admiral  Dahlgren  to  have  them  delivered  to  General  Sherman 
by  a  safe  hand  or  do  so  yourself. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Commander  D.  Ammen, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Mohican. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Frailey,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Tuscarora. 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  take  the  Canonicus  in  tow  and  proceed  with  her  to 
Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  will  report  to  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  for 
further  [duty]. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  M.  Frailey, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Tuscarora. 
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0rder  °f  PZffrff  S0rUr'  U-  *  t0  UenU,iant-Oo«„um,Ur 

Hetknap,  U.  8.  Navy ,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ganonicus. 

a  _  ■  .  °FF  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

0ftl\e  Tfefrora  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  report 
to  P  oar -Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty  in  the  South  Atlantic  Squadron 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant-Commander  G.  E.  Belknap,  ^C<U  ^(lmrra^ 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Ganonicus. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Guest ,  U.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  Iosco. 


Ope  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Charleston  or  Port  Royal 
and  report  to  Rear-Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

/,  .  Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  John  Guest, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Iosco. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Alden,  U.  8. 
A  ary,  commanding  l .  8.  8.  Brooklyn,  to  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  for 
examination  of  that  vessel.  ' 


Flagship  Malvern,  . 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 

Snt  :  As  1  do  not  think  your  vessel  in  condition  for  further  service, 
after  the  heavy  firing  from  her  guns,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  have  her 
sent  to  Hampton  Roads  for  examination,  from  whence  you  will  report 
your  arrival  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  JSTavy  and  state  in  full 
your  condition. 


It  the  Department  thinks  your  vessel  fit  for  active  service  after  the 
examination,  it  will  notify  you  to  that  effect.  I  have  no  means  here  of 
ascertaining  the  actual  condition  of  your  vessel.  I  know  she  has  been 
tor  a  long  time  unseaworthy,  and  was  only  temporarily  fitted  for  this 
expedition. 

In  case  the  Department  desires  to  send  you  on  an  expedition  which 
it  has  in  view,  you  will  have  time  to  make  necessary  repairs,  as  I  am 
not  ready  yet  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  other  vessels  here. 

V\  ishing  you  a  pleasant  voyage  home,  and  my  best  wishes  for  your¬ 
self,  gallant  officers,  and  crew,  who  have  given  me  so  much  aid  and  no 
trouble  at  all, 

I  remain,  respectfully,  etc., 


Captain  James  Alden, 
Commanding  V.  8.  8. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Brooklyn ,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  N.  C, 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Gommodw*  Radford  U.  8. 
Navy ,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  New  Ironsides ,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel 
to  Norfolk ,  Va .,  and  report  to  the  Secretary  oj  the  Navy  for  orders. 

NIorth  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. . 
Commodore  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  in 
company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Susquehanna,  and  on  your  arrival  there  will 
report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  further  orders. 

In  taking  leave  of  you,  permit  me  to  express  the  high  appreciation  I 
feel  of  the  services  you  have  rendered  to  me  since  you  have  been  under 
my  command.  To  your  vessel  more  than  any  other  in  the  squadron  is 
the  country  indebted  for  the  capture  of  the  outworks  of  Cape  I  ear 
River  Ready  at  all  times  to  go  anywhere  and  do  anything,  you  have, 
in  my  opinion,  shown  the  highest  qualities  an  officer  can  possess,  and 
I  have  never  tired  in  looking  on  in  admiration  at  the  endurance  ot  your 
vessel  and  the  terrible  execution  she  has  done  while  in  your  hands.  I 
hone  it  may  be  my  good  fortune  to  be  associated  with  you  again  in  a 
war  against  the  enemies  of  our  country,  and  I  hope  you  may  then  com¬ 
mand  the  same  “Old  Ironsides,”  with  her  present  gallant  officers  and 
crew.  I  know  the  result  will  be  victory.  ,  .  ,  , 

In  the  late  assaults  on  the  fort  the  army  are  mainly  indebted  to  you 
for  their  success,  for,  notwithstanding  their  gallantry,  they  could  not 
have  passed  from  traverse  to  traverse  without  the  aid  of  your  guns, 
which  swept  the  openings  between  the  traverses  while  the  army  ad¬ 
vanced  from  point  to  point,  and  the  highest  compliment  I  can  pay  your 
gunners  is  to  say  that  when  I  signaled  to  the  general  to  know  if  he  was 
not  afraid  of  an  accident  from  your  guns  ranging  so  close  to >  his  men, 
he  replied,  “ No;”  that  the  accuracy  of  your  tire  was  splendid. 

When  the  New  Ironsides  goes  I  shall  part  with  you  and  her  with 
regret,  though  no  further  assistance  can  be  required  of  her  here. 
While  I  am  writing  this  (at  2  o’clock  at  night)  the  enemy’s  works  at 
Fort  Caswell  are  being  blown  up  in  consequence  of  our  capture  of  this 
stronghold,  and  thus  ends  the  outside  fortifications  on  Cape  Fear  River. 
If  I  could  get  your  ship  in  the  river,  Wilmington  would  be  ours  in  a  day. 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  having  been  engaged  in  the  most 
important  event  of  the  war,  and  of  knowing  that  you  have  contributed 

vastly  to  the  result.  .  .  T 

Please  communicate  to  your  officers  and  men  the  high  opinion  1 
entertain  of  them  and  the  physical  endurance  they  have  displayed  m 
this  long  and  harassing  bombardment,  and  accept  yourself  the  warmest 
wishes  of, 

Yours,  very  truly  and  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides. 

The  Susquehanna  and  Powhatan  will  keep  company  with  you. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy ,  to  Commodore  Oodon ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Susquehanna,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Norfolk,  Va.,and  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Commodore:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel,  in  company  with 
the  IT.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides,  to  Norfolk.  Va.,  taking  good  care  of  her,  as 
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she  is  disabled.  On  your  arrival  there  you  will  report  to  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  further  orders. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  express  to  you  how  much  E  appreciate  the 
services  you  have  rendered  to  me  officially  and  the  kind,  good  feeling 
you  have  shown  personally. 

I  shall  part  with  you  and  your  ship  with  extreme  regret,  and  as  it  is 
not  likely  that  we  shall  be  associated  together  again  in  the  present 
war,  I  can  only  hope  that  we  may  meet  once  more  opposed  to  our  out¬ 
side  enemies,  where,  fighting  ship  against  ship,  instead  of  against  sand¬ 
hills,  you  will,  I  am  sure,  be  successful  as  you  have  hitherto  been. 

I  do  not  say  it  to  flatter  you,  but  your  vessel  has  been  one  of  the  best 
conducted  in  this  squadron,  and  in  going  into  action,  or  preparing  for 
service,  I  never  gave  myself  any  thought  about  you,  for  1  knew  you 
would  be  ready  at  the  right  time  and  be  in  the  proper  place  in  action. 

No  doubt  every  officer  is  animated  with  a  proper  zeal  on  an  occasion 
like  this,  but  something  more  is  wanted  to  enable  the  commodore  of  a 
squadron  to  avail  himself  of  the  full  capability  of  every  ship  under  his 
command.  He  should  not  be  expected  to  think  for  any  one  ship,  so 
that  his  mind  may  be  ready  at  all  times  to  regulate  the  plan  of  battle. 
In  this  respect  you  have  rendered  me  the  most  essential  service,  and 
have  conducted  your  ship  not  only  with  zeal,  but  Avith  the  right  kind 
of  intelligence,  showing  that  you  possess  the  highest  attributes  of  a 
commander. 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  your  name  will  be 
associated  with,  I  think,  the  most  important  event  of  the  war,  and  the 
most  damaging  one  to  the  enemy. 

We  all  know  the  part  the  Navy  has  taken  in  the  capture  of  this 
stronghold.  Every  man  who  has  done  his  duty,  as  you  have,  may  rest 
satisfied  that  he  will  not  be  forgotten  by  his  country  when  the  time 
comes  to  reward  those  who  have  done  the  hard  work  and  the  fighting. 

As  I  am  now  writing,  the  death  knell  of  another  fort  is  booming  in 
the  distance.  Fort  Caswell  with  its  powerful  batteries  is  in  flames  and 
being  blown  up,  and  thus  is  sealed  the  door  through  which  this  rebel¬ 
lion  is  fed. 

With  my  warmest  wishes  for  your  safe  return  home,  and  hoping  this 
is  not  our  last  association  on  duty, 

I  remain,  yours,  sincerely  and  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  S.  W.  Godon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Susquehanna ,  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Schench ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  S.  Powhatan ,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Norfolk,  Va.,  and  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 
Commodore:  You  will  proceed, in  company  with  the  Susquehanna 
and  New  Ironsides ,  to  Hampton  Koads  and  report  your  arrival  at  that 
point  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  You  will  assist  in  taking 
care  of  the  New  Ironsides  in  case  of  accident  to  the  Susquehanna. 
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It  is  likely  on  your  arrival  you  may  be  detachedYr'om  this  squadron 
and  ordered  elsewhere.  Permit  me,  then,  on  the  close  of  our  official 
relations  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  services  you  have  rendered 
me  while  under  my  command;  and  I  congratulate  you  on  being  a  par¬ 
ticipator  in  the  important  capture  of  the  enemy’s  last  stronghold,  in 
which  you  have  taken  so  prominent  a  part. 

I  am  sorry  to  lose  the  services  of  your  noble  ship  from  my  command, 
but  as  the  enemy  have  now  no  works  on  the  coast  within  the  reach  of 
your  guns,  you  will  likely  be  sent  abroad  to  show  rebel  sympathizers 
that  our  flag  still  triumphantly  waves  over  the  ocean,  as  it  did  before 
this  rebellion  broke  out. 

It  has  afforded  me  great  pleasure  personally  to  see  you  reinstated  in 
the  position  to  which  you  have  done  so  much  credit,  and  from  which  I 
feel  you  were  so  long  unjustly  withheld. 

You  take  with  you  my  best  wishes  for  a  safe  and  speedy  passage 
home,  and  a  happy  meeting  with  your  friends. 

Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Jas.  F.  Sciienck,  U.  IS.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Powhatan. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TT.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Lanman,  U.  8. 
Ravy,  commanding  IT.  8.  8.  Minnesota ,  to  assume  charge  of  the  vessels 
at  Hampton  Roads. 


Off  Fort  Fisher,  January  17,  1865. 

Commodore  :  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads  with  your  ship 
and  assume  charge  of  the  vessels  stationed  at  that  point,  regulating  the 
guard  vessels  according  to  the  orders  heretofore  issued.  Your  author¬ 
ity  Ayill  extend  no  further  than  to  the  magazine  near  Norfolk,  that,  the 
receiving,  ordnance,  and  school  vessels  being  within  the  navy  yard 
jurisdiction.  You  will  also  take  charge  of  the  vessels  in  York  River 
and  enquire  into  their  efficiency,  and  how  they  have  conducted  matters 
in  my  absence. 

1  ermit  me  to  express  to  you  on  this  occasion  the  high  appreciation  I 
feel  for  your  services  in  reducing  this  formidable  work,  and  the  gallant 
manner  in  which  you,  with  your  ship,  have  on  several  occasions  led  the 
fleet  into  action. 

I  well  appreciate  all  such  matters  and  am  not  one  to  forget  them 
or  to  lose  an  opportunity  of  bringing  them  before  the  notice  of  the 
Government. 

I  thank  you  at  the  same  time  for  the  kind  personal  feeling  you  have 
always  displayed  toward  myself  and  the  readiness  in  which  your  ship 
has  always  been  kept  for  any  service  required  of  you. 

I  hope  soon  to  see  you  in  Hampton  Roads,  from  whence  you  will 
report  your  arrival  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

f  t  may  be  thought  desirable  to  put  your  ship  in  thorough  repair,  and 
I  think  she  ought  to  go  in  dock  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yery  respectfully,  yours, 


Commodore  Jos.  Lanman, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Minnesota. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Thatcher ,  U.  8. 

Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  8.  Colorado,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 

Norfolk ,  Fa.,  and  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  17,  1865. 

Commodore:  You  will  proceed  with  your  ship  to  Norfolk  and  on 
your  arrival  there  report  yourself  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

In  parting  with  you  and  your  ship,  permit  me  to  express  to  you  how 
I  have  been  gratified  at  having  you  associated  with  me  in  the  impor¬ 
tant  events  that  have  taken  place  here,  and  the  capture  of  all  the 
enemy’s  strongholds,  forts,  and  guns,  more  numerous  than  have  been 
captured  anywhere  during  this  war. 

I  ort  Caswell  is  now  in  flames  and  has  been  blown  up,  in  which  you 
have  borne  your  part  by  helping  so  nobly  with  your  ship  to  batter 
down  the  formidable  works  before  which  we  are  now  Ivins:  peacefullv 
at  anchor. 

I  thank  you  kindly  for  the  support  you  have  always  rendered  me, 
and  for  the  efficient  condition  in  which  your  ship  has  been  kept,  and 
the  readiness  to  perform  any  and  all  the  duties  required  of  you. 

I  would  not  now  part  with  you  if  there  was  any  chance  of  your  serv¬ 
ices  being  required;  but  the  door  through  which  the  rebellion  is  fed 
has  been  closed  by  our  guns  and  there  is  now  nothing  to  do  but  sit 
down  and  watch  the  traitors  starve.  I  should  much  regret  if  I  thought 
we  should  not  be  again  associated  on  duty.  I  hope  we  will  yet  hear 
the  sound  of  our  guns  booming  against  the  walls  of  our  outside  enemies. 

I  wish  you  a  safe  and  speedy  voyage  home,  and  that  you  may  be  wel¬ 
comed  by  your  friends  as  you  deserve  to  be. 

With  my  warmest  good  wishes, 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Colorado. 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Smith,  U.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wabash,  to  proceed  ivith  that  vessel  to  Nor¬ 
folk,  Ya.,  and  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  orders. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

IT.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  17,  1865. 

Captain  :  You  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  without  delay  and 
report  your  ship,  her  condition,  etc.,  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Permit  me  to  express  to  you  my  thanks  for  the  prompt  manner  in 
which  you  have  carried  out  my  orders  and  for  the  efficiency  of  your 
vessel. 

I  congratulate  you  on  having  participated  in  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  events  of  the  war,  in  which  your  vessel  bore  so  important  a  part. 

If  I  shall  not  have  the  pleasure  of  being  associated  with  you  again 
on  duty,  you  carry  with  you  my  best  wishes.  Before  you  leave 
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please  make  me  a  return  of  killed  and  woundedv  find  expenditure  of 
ammunition. 

Very  truly  and  respectfully,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  Melancton  Smith, 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Wabash ,  off  Fort  Fisher. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Sherman ,  U.  8.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  P<  r- 
ter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  acknowledging  receipt  of  letter  and  charts. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  January  17, 1865. 

Dear  Admiral:  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  Jan¬ 
uary  12,  with  the  roll  of  maps,  for  which  I  am  much  obliged.  I  hope 
you  will  succeed  at  Fisher,  as  it  will  set  free  much  of  your  fleet  for 
other  purposes,  but  if  Terry  does  not  assault,  he  should  occupy  the 
peninsula  at  the  narrow  neck  represented  on  the  map,  about  4  miles 
north  of  Fisher,  with  a  strong  line  looking  to  the  rear,  and  a  battery 
of  20-pounder  Parrotts  commanding  the  channel  of  Cape  Fear  Kiver. 
I  know  that  the  enemy  would  naturally  keep  in  Fort  Fisher  [not]  to 
exceed  500  or  GOO  men,  and  they  could  be  held  there.  Still,  if  he  takes 
it,  it  settles  that  matter,  and  the  majority  of  his  troops  could  return  to 
Grant,  or  reinforce  New  Berne  and  work  out  toward  Kinston.  I  will 
send  my  railroad  man,  W.  W.  Wright,  up  to  New  Berne,  and  can  send 
from  here  any  number  of  cars  and  locomotives,  so  that  we  can  use  that 
road  back  to  Kinston  and  Goldsboro.  We  have  also  here  a  good  deal 
of  railroad  iron. 

Pursuant  to  my  plan,  the  Seventeenth  Corps  got  Pocotaligo  and  rail¬ 
road  on  the  15th,  and  I  would  now  be  in  motion  for  Branchville  and 
Orangeburg  only  stores  have  been  delayed  by  the  storms  of  the  past 
month.  But  the  possession  of  Pocotaligo  and  road  back  to  Beaufort, 
and  also  from  here  forward  to  Hardeeville,  gives  me  a  clear  start,  and 
I  will  be  off  as  soon  as  I  can  get  bread  enough  to  load  my  wagons.  The 
division  of  General  [Cuvier]  Grover,  sent  by  Grant  to  hold  Savannah, 
has  begun  to  arrive,  so  I  can  take  with  me  my  entire  army. 

I  have  studied  the  maps  well  and  like  the  appearance  of  New  Berne 
and  Goldsboro,  and  would  like  New  Berne  held  with  all  tenacity.  If 
Lee  sees  the  points  he  may  try  to  checkmate  me  there,  and  if  you  have 
anything  to  do  with  it,  hold  fast  to  New  Berne  with  the  tenacity  of 
life.  I  explained  its  importance  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  promised 
to  run  in  there  and  attend  to  it. 

I  am  rejoiced  that  the  current  of  events  has  carried  Butler  to  Lowell, 
where  he  should  have  stayed  and. confined  his  bellicose  operations  to 
the  factory  girls.  He  always  struck  me  as  a  mighty  man  of  words,  but 
little  in  deeds  of  personal  valor.  We  will  be  along  soon,  and  the  brag¬ 
gart  Carolinians  will  find  in  our  Western  bovs  a  different  kind  of  metal 
See  how  easy  we  took  McAllister  and  Pocotaligo  that  have  defied  the 
Last.  The  battle  cost  us  less  then  ten  lives.  I  will  make  a  good  ready 
and  then  stand  from  under. 

I  shall  account  it  a  happy  day  if  I  stand  once  more  on  your  deck. 
The  world  shall  not  be  grieved  at  little  jealousies,  for  we  feel  a  just 
pride  in  the  pure  courage  and  patriotism  of  each  other.  I  will  write 
you  again  before  I  again  dive  out  of  sight  and  hearing. 

Truly,  your  friend, 


Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic 


W.  T.  Sherman. 
Squadron ,  off  Wilmington. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nary, 

regarding  disposition  of  vessels. 

Navy  Department,  January  is,  1865. 

Sir  :  Send  the  Susquehanna  to  Key  West,  with  orders  to  report  to 
Hear- Admiral  Stribling;  the  Colorado  to  New  York;  the  Wabash  to 
Boston,  and  the  Minnesota  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

1  rom  the  Wabash  and  Minnesota  you  may  take  such  officers  and  stores 
as  may  be  required  in  the  squadron,  leaving  them  sufficient  to  take  them 
safely  to  their  destination. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 


[Telegram.] 

New  York,  January  18, 1865. 

Private.]  (Received  4 : 35  p.  m.) 

Sir:  Our  chief  operator  at  Halifax  sends  me  the  following,  dated 
to-day: 

Blockade  rnrmer  Helen  leaves  to-day  for  Bermuda,  especially  to  stop  several  block¬ 
ade  ruuners  waiting  orders  there  and  expected  to  sail  from  18th  to  20th  for  Wilmington. 
Among  them  are  Colonel  Lamb,  Charlotte,  and  Old  Dominion.  Hope  rebel  flag  will 
be  floated  from  the  front  [fort]  as  a  decoy. 

J.  C.  Clum. 

E.  S.  Sanford,  Hew  York. 

Respectfully,  E.  S.  Sanford. 

Hon.  C.  A.  Dana, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  Pickering,  U.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Nero 
York. 

Commandant’s  Office,  Navy. Yard, 

Norfolk,  January  18, 1865. 

Sir  :  By  order  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  after  landing 
your  Avounded  you  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to 
New  York,  and  on  your  arrival  report  to  Rear-Admiral  Paulding  or  the 
senior  naval  officer  present. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 

Captain  C.  W.  Pickering,  IJ.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Vanderbilt,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Major  -General  Terry,  U.  S.  Army,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter , 
U.  S.  Navy,  giving  information  obtained  from  a  deserter  regarding 
torpedoes. 

12  m. 

W.  Lovick,  Fortieth  North  Carolina  Regiment,  a  deserter,  has  just 
come  in.  He  says  that  on  the  Kith  instant  he  helped  to  put  down  two 
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torpedoes  containing  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred’pounds  of  powder 
each,  about  100  yards  from  the  wharf  at  Fort  Anderson  and  directly 
opposite  it,  in  12  feet  of  water.  He  says  that  there  are  no  other  torpe¬ 
does  in  the  river  until  you  arrive  at  the  Drowned  ( Dram]  Tree.  1 1  e  was 
one  of  the  boat’s  crew  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort. 

A.  H.  Terry, 

Major -  General . 

Admiral  Porter. 


Order  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Captain  Bidgely,  II.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah. 

In  Cape  Fear  River,  January  18, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Charleston,  S.C.,  and  report 
to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren  for  duty. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

[David  D.  Porter,] 

Bear-Admiral. 

Captain  D.  B.  Ridgely, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Shenandoah,  off  Fort  Fisher. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Captain  Steedman,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Tieonderoga;  Commander  Rolando,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Key¬ 
stone  State;  Commander  Parrott,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Monadnock; 
Lieutenant-Commander  Phelps,  commanding  CJ.  S.  S.  Juniata.] 


Order  of  Bear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  as  hearer  of  dispatch  for  Major- 
General  Sherman,  TI.  S.  Army. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  18, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Port  Royal,  S.  C.,  and  deliver 
the  accompanying  dispatch  to  the  senior  officer  there  and  request  him 
to  have  it  forwarded  to  General  Sherman  without  delay. 

The  dispatch  is  very  important. 

Return  here  without  delay  after  executing  the  above  orders. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Bear- Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  T.  A.  Harris, 

Commanding  If.  S.  S.  Lilian. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  19,  1865. 
He  will  leave  at  11  a.  m.  to-morrow  and  ought  to  reach  you  Sunday 
p.  m.  early.  Please  detain  the  boat. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  U.  S.  Grant,  U.  S.  Army, 

City  Point ,  Va. 
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General  order  Xo.  88,. of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Xavy ,  announcing 
change  in  divisions  of  the  Xorth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Flagship  Malvern ,  January  19 ,  1865. 
From  and  after  this  date  the  divisions  in  the  North  Atlantic  Squad¬ 
ron  are  broken  up,  with  the  exception  of  tlie  James  Eiver  Division  and 
Division  of  the  Sounds,  and  all  other  vessels  will  haul  down  their 
divisional  flags. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  Xorth  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Xavy ,  to  Rear-Admiral  Dahlgren , 

U.  S.  Navy,  reporting  successful  operations  against  Forts  Fisher  and 

Caswell. 

In  Cape  Fear  Eiver,  January  19, 1865. 

Admiral:  I  send  you  the Monadnock.  She  is  a  splendid  vessel,  but 
draws  rather  too  much  water  for  my  purposes. 

Will  you  send  me  without  delay  one  of  your  lightest  draft  monitors 
in  exchange  for  her?  There  are  one  or  two  forts  on  the  river  that  I 
can  not  wind  up  without  an  ironclad. 

I  also  send  the  Keystone  State  to  report  to  you.  If  you  will  send  back 
the  monitor  with  her  I  will  send  her  back  to  you,  as  I  have  no  further 
use  for  her. 

We  have  been  very  successful  here.  Captured  Fort  Fisher,  with  all 
the  surrounding  works,  which  are  tremendously  heavy.  The  Navy  took 
possession  of  Fort  Caswell  and  all  the  works  on  Smith’s  Island.  The 
works  on  the  river  between  Fisher  and  Caswell  and  guns,  amounting 
to  about  200  in  all,  are  ours. 

All  our  gunboats  in  the  river,  and  the  place  is  hermetically  sealed. 

All  I  am  waiting  for  is  that  monitor,  and  I  shall  then  work  my  way  up 
to  Wilmington. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

P.  S. — I  have  ordered  a  number  of  vessels  carrying  heavy  guns  to 
report  to  you  at  once. 

Bear- Admiral  J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Comdg.  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Port  Royal ,  S.  C. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Xavy,  to  Acting  Ensign  Bennett, 
U.  S.  Xavy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Republic. 

Off  Smithville,  N.  C.,  January  19,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  immediately  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  and  when 
there  send  the  enclosed  dispatch  by  an  officer  to  Commander  Macomb. 
After  performing  this  duty  return  to  me  at  once. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  [Ensign]  J.  W.  Bennett, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  [Republic], 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  8. 
Navy ,  regarding  measures  for  the  protection  of  New  Berne ,  A.  C. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  8.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Smithville,  N.  C.,  January  19, 1865. 
Sir:  The  rebels  intend  making  an  attack  on  New  Berne.  You  will 
move  down  all  the  vessels  (heavy  ones)  you  can  spare  from  Plymouth 
and  hold  on  to  New  Berne  until  the  last.  It  is  very  important  that  the 
place  should  not  be  taken. 

Move  down  your  vessels  at  once,  leaving  a  sufficient  force  at 
Plymouth. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  I).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford ,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  Commanding  U.  8.  8.  New 
Ironsides ,  regarding  the  condition  of  that  vessel. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Fortress  Monroe,  January  20,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  enclosed  order  from  Bear- Admiral  Porter,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  place. 

Having  twisted  off  my  rudderhead,  just  above  the  blade,  and  other¬ 
wise  injured  it  in  the  gales  off  North  Carolina,  I  rigged  temporary 
steering  gear  and  can  direct  imperfectly  the  course  of  tbe  vessel  in 
smooth  water,  which,  I  am  happy  to  say,  we  have  had  for  the  last  eight 
days.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  hours  after  I  left  Fort  Fisher,  though 
neither  wind  nor  sea  was  strong,  I  could  not  control  the  course  of  the 
vessel  in  the  least. 

She  has  been  otherwise  considerably  strained  and  requires  calking. 
Her  repairs  will  necessitate  docking.  Though  often  struck,  she  has  not 
been  much  hurt  by  the  balls  of  the  enemy.  One  of  her  iron  plates  has 
been  badly  smashed  by  a  X-incli  solid  shot;  another  came  through  her 
side  just  forward  of  her  plating. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Badford, 
Commodore,  Commanding . 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Min¬ 
nesota,  of  the  arrival  of  that  vessel  at  Hampton  Roads. 

IJ.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  January  20,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  agreeable  to  the  orders  of  Bear-Admiral 
David  D.  Porter,  commending  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  to  report  the 
arrival  of  the  Minnesota  at  Hampton  Boads. 
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^'6  sailed  from  oft  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  on  the  evening  of  the 
17tli  instant  and  anchored  here  this  morning. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  MacDiarmid ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regard¬ 
ing  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  near  Half  Moon  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Governor  Buckingham, 

Off  Half  Moon  Battery,  North  Carolina,  January  20,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  19th  instant  I  observed 
a  column  of  our  infantry  marching  up  the  beach  in  the  direction  of  the 
Half  Moon  battery.  Knowing  that  a  body  of  rebels  were  intrenched 
abreast  of  where  this  vessel  lay,  I  pulled  on  shore  and  informed  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  troops  (Brevet  Brigadier-General  [J.  C.] 
Abbott)  of  the  fact,  at  the  same  time  telling  him  if  he  was  attacked  I 
would  assist  him  with  the  guns  of  the  Buckingham.  As  our  forces 
advanced,  the  rebels  opened  lire  on  our  skirmish  line;  immediately 
opened  a  heavy  fire  of  shrapnel  from  live  rifled  guns  upon  the  rebel 
rifle  pits,  our  projectiles  bursting  over  and  amongst  them.  After  firing 
some  time  I  saw  our  soldiers  charge  on  the  rebel  works  and  capture  a 
number  of  prisoners.  After  the  firing  had  ceased,  went  on  shore  and 
was  informed  by  the  commanding  officer  that  our  firing  was  excellent, 
and  assisted  him  on  his  reconnoissance  materially.  At  his  request  I 
opened  fire  on  the  rebel  works  between  him  and  Cape  Fear  Biver  and 
continued  firing  until  dark,  the  U.  S.  S.  Montgomery  firing  also. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  MacDiarmid, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Order  of  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Renshaw,  IT.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Massasoit,  to  proceed  to  the  defense  of  New 
Berne. 

Cape  Fear  Biver,  January  20,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  without  delay  to  New  Berne, 
N.  C.,  by  way  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  and  remain  there  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  in  defending  the  place. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  B.  T.  Bensiiaw, 

Commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Massasoit,  James  River. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Lieutenant  Fyffe,  IT.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  IT.  S.  S.  Hunchback. J 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  8.  Navy,  regarding  obstructions  and 
Confederate  ram  in  the  Neuse  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

Dist.  of  Sounds  of  North  Carolina,  Plymouth,  January  20,  1865. 

Admiral  :  Learning  that  you  wished  to  be  acquainted  with  the  char¬ 
acter  of  the  obstructions  in  the  Neuse  Eiver,  and  also  all  the  information 
in  our  possession  in  regard  to  the  ram  in  that  river,  I  have  made 
enquiries  and  obtained  the  following: 

The  obstructions  are  about  3  miles  above  New  Berne.  In  the  main 
channel  there  is  about  12  feet  water,  and  in  it  are  sunk  a  brig  and  a 
schooner.  The  rest  of  the  barricade  consists  of  spiling,  rather  weak  in 
the  shoal  water;  and  in  a  second  channel  there  is  a  passageway  left 
open,  in  which  there  is  generally  about  7  feet  of  water,  but  at  freshets 
there  is  much  more.  I  give  a  sketch  of  them  below,  made  by  Acting 
Master  [H.  H.J  Foster  of  the  Ceres ,  who  has  been  much  in  that  part  of 
the  country. 

The  lam,  from  all  we  can  hear,  is  a  casemated  ironclad,  carrvinff  G 
guns.  & 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

It  is  generally  supposed  that  this  ram  can  not  come  down  the  river 
as  she  has  had  several  freshets  since  she  was  reported  finished,  and 
has  not  taken  advantage  of  any  of  them. 


Report  of  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Army  expedition 
for  the  destruction  of  Confederate  ram  in  Roanoke  River . 


Dist.  of  Sounds  of  A  orth  Carolina ,  Plymouth ,  January  20,  1865. 

Admiral  :  The  army  force  from  here  started  last  night  on  an  expedi¬ 
tion  to  burn  the  ram  at  Edwards  Ferry,  on  the  Boanoke  Biver  Thev 
were  to  be  landed  by  their  transports  on  the  Chowan  Biver,  and  thence 
cross  the  country  to  the  Boanoke. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

„  ,  _  ,  ^  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Occupation  by  Federal  naval  force  of  Confederate  ivories  at  the  mouth  of 
Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  captured  papers. 

tt  q  t?i  r  •  -nr  7  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

P.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  off  Smithville,  N.  C.,  January  20,  1865. 

In  my  ^  1  informed  you  that  Fort  Caswell  had  been  blown 
up  and  evacuated  in  consequence  of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher.  1  sent 
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Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing  around  in  the  Monticello  to  tlie  Western  Bar 
to  ascertain  what  had  taken  place  and  to  obtain  aid  from  the  officers  in 
command  of  the  JVyack  and  Vicksburg  and  take  advantage  of  the  occa¬ 
sion.  Lieutenant  Cushing  did  not  obtain  the  aid  he  required,  for  what 
reason  I  have  not  yet  learned,  but  with  his  usual  energy  he  pushed  on 
in  his  boats,  found  that  Caswell  had  been  blown  up,  Bald  Head  fort 
destroyed,  Fort  Shaw  also,  and  Fort  Campbell,  to  the  westward  of  Cas¬ 
well,  had  been  abandoned.  All  these  forts  mount  IX  and  X  inch  guns, 
and  Armstrong  150-pounders.  Lieutenant  Cushing  then  pushed  on  to 
Smithville,  after  hoisting  the  flag  of  the  Union  over  Caswell.  The  next 
thing  I  saw  was  the  flag  waving  over  Smithville,  which  the  rebels  had 
left  in  a  great  hurry  (after  they  saw  our  boats  approaching),  leaving 
everything  in  the  heavy  and  beautiful  fort  uninjured,  and  two  IX-inch 
guns,  only  spiked,  in  the  fort  at  Deep  Water  Point. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  one  gunboat  (the  Tacony) 
over  the  Kip  (or  interior  bar),  and  sent  her  up  to  Reeves’  Point  to  dis¬ 
able  the  guns  at  that  place,  about  3  miles  (on  the  west  side  of  the  river) 
above  Fort  Fisher.  Thus  in  twenty-four  hours  after  the  fall  of  Fisher 
and  its  outworks,  all  the  formidable  chain  of  forts  in  this  river  (at  the 
entrance),  built  to  keep  out  anything  we  had,  have  fallen  into  our 
hands.  They  are  garrisoned  for  the  present  with  sailors,  until  we  have 
more  troops,  and  I  advise  that  they  be  held  and  kept  in  order. 

I  can  scarcely  give  a  description  of  these  works;  they  are  certainly 
the  most  formidable  and  best  built  earthworks  I  ever  saw,  and  do 
credit  to  the  engineer  who  planned  them. 

One  would  suppose  that  the  whole  Southern  Confederacy  had  been 
at  work  throwing  up  mud  and  sand,  and  General  Whiting,  the  engineer, 
certainly  had  an  abiding  faith  in  the  durability  of  the  Confederacy,  as 
he  shows  his  opinion  by  his  works,  which  have  been  four  years  build¬ 
ing  and  were  taken  in  as  many  days.  Fort  Caswell  is  the  same  shape 
as  it  was  before  it  fell  into  rebel  hands,  only  the  Confederates  have 
covered  the  masonry  with  thick  earth  on  the  outside  and  made  it  almost 
impervious  to  shot  and  shell.  It  is  iu  many  respects  stronger  than 
Fisher,  and  harder  to  take  by  assault;  still  it  could  be  taken,  and  the 
rebels  knew  it;  three  or  four  gunboats  on  the  inside  would  soon  have 
starved  them  out. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  getting  the  gunboats  over  the 
bar  and  the  rips,  and  only  succeeded  this  morning  in  getting  the  last 
one  through. 

I  don’t  know  that  there  is  a  great  deal  more  for  us  to  do;  the  port  is 
sealed  up.  I  shall,  however,  move  up  to  Wilmington,  taking  up  the 
torpedoes  first,  of  which  there  are  a  great  many.  So  far  we  don’t  have 
much  difficulty  in  finding  them;  they  mostly  fire  by  electricity ;  they 
are  very  large,  containing  over  a  barrel  and  a  half  of  powder. 

The  rebels  left  plenty  of  good  stores  and  provisions,  and  our  men  are 
now  subsisting  on  that. 

I  send  you  a  list  of  the  forts  that  have  fallen  into  our  hands  since 
Fort  Fisher  fell,  with  the  number  and  caliber  of  their  guns. 

We  have  found  here  in  each  fort  an  Armstrong  gun,  with  “broad 
arrow”  on  it,  and  Sir  William  Armstrong’s  name  marked  in  full  on  the 
trunnion. 

As  the  British  Government  claims  the  exclusive  right  to  use  these 
guns,  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how  they  have  come  into  a  fort 
held  by  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

I  find  that  immense  quantities  of  provisions,  stores,  and  clothing 
have  come  through  this  port  into  rebeldom;  I  am  almost  afraid  to 
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mention  tlie  amount,  but  enough  to  supply  over  G0,00'0  men.  It  is  all 
English,  and  they  have  received  the  last  cargo.  No  more  will  ever 
come  this  way. 

We  picked  up  a  telegram  from  General  Lee  to  his  subordiuate  here, 
saying  that  if  Forts  Fisher  and  Caswell  were  not  held  he  would  have 
to  evacuate  Eichmond.  He  says  most  truly,  and  I  should  not  be  at  all 
surprised  if  he  left  it  at  any  moment. 

I  have  sent  the  three  monitors  Monadnock ,  Mahopac ,  and  Canonicus 
to  Admiral  Dahlgren,  also  the  wooden  vessels  Tuscarora,  Shenandoah , 
Mohican ,  Ticonderoga,  Juniata,  and  Keystone  State,  keeping  here  only 
what  was  indispensable  to  secure  every  point.  ( Confidential . — The 
army  force  is  very  small  for  all  this  work,  and  it  will  not  do  to  separate 
it  at  this  moment.  It  is  as  much  as  it  will  be  able  to  do  to  hold  what 
we  have  taken.) 

We  have  plenty  of  force  to  hold  this  place  against  the  whole  Southern 
Confederacy.  I  have  250  guns  bearing  on  the  narrow  strip  of  land 
where  our  troops  are  heavily  intrenched.  There  are  vessels  in  the  river 
and  outside,  and  we  only  hope  they  will  attempt  to  retake  it.  Ten 
thousand  men  in  Fort  Fisher,  with  the  guns  of  the  squadron,  would 
hold  this  place  a  long  time.  We  find  this  a  better  place  to  catch 
blockade  runners  than  outside. 

I  had  the  blockade  runners’  lights  lit  last  night,  and  was  obliging 
enough  to  answer  their  signals,  whether  right  or  wrong  we  don’t  know. 
Two  of  them,  the  Stag  and  Charlotte ,  from  Bermuda,  loaded  with  arms, 
blankets,  shoes,  etc.,  came  in  and  quietly  anchored  near  the  Malvern, 
and  were  taken  possession  of. 

The  Stag  was  commanded  by  Bichard  H.  Gayle,  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Confederate  Navy,  and  belongs  to  the  rebel  Government.  A  number 
more  are  expected,  and  we  will,  I  hope,  catch  a  portion  of  them. 

I  intrusted  this  duty  to  Lieutenant  Cushing,  who  performed  it  with 
his  usual  good  luck  aud  intelligence.  These  two  are  very  fast  vessels 
and  valuable  prizes.  They  threw  a  portion  of  their  papers  overboard 
immediately  on  finding  they  were  trapped. 

I  enclose  a  list  of  guns  captured  by  the  Navy  since  the  surrender  of 
Fort  Fisher,  and  the  names  of  the  different  works.  This  number,  added 
to  those  taken  around  Fisher,  makes  168  guns  in  all  (most  of  them 
heavy  ones)  that  have  been  taken. 


I  enclose  a  few  papers  that  may  be  interesting. 

The  Charlotte  brings  five  English  passengers,  one  of  them  an  English 
army  officer.  They  all  came  over  (as  they  expressed  it)  “on  a  lark,” 
and  were  making  themselves  quite  jolly  in  the  cabin  over  their  cham¬ 
pagne,  having  felicitated  themselves  on  their  safe  arrival.  The  Stag 
received  three  shots  in  her  as  she  ran  by  our  blockaders  outside. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

_  ^  Bear- Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


[Enclosures.] 


List  of  forts  taleen  irossession  of  by  the  Navy  since 

armaments. 


Reeves’  Point: 

X-iucli . 

Above  Snntliville : 

X-incli . 

Smithville : 

X-inch. _ _ 


the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher,  with  their 


Guns. 
..  3 

..  2 

..  4 
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Fort  Caswell : 

X-inch . 

IX- inch . 

Armstrong . 

32-pounders,  rifled . 

32-pounders,  smoothbore . 

VUI-inch . 

Parrott,  20-pounders . 

Rifled  fieldpieces . 

Guns  buried . 

Forts  Campbell  and  Shaw: 

X- incb . 

32-pounders,  smoothbore  . 

32-pounder,  rifled . 

VUI-inch . 

Fieldpieces . 

Mortars . 

Smith's  Island : 

X-inch . 

32-pounders,  smoothbore  . 

32-pounders,  rifled . 

Fieldpieces . 

Mortars . 

Reported  at  other  end  of  Smith’s  Island 


Guns. 

10 

2 

1 

4 

2 

3 

1 

3 


29 


G 

G 

1 

1 

G 

2 


o 

6 

2 


4 

2 


17 

6 


Total  captured 


83 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond,  December  6 , 1864. 

Sir:  It  is  understood  that  the  new  steamer  Stag,  now  at  Wilming- 
ton,  will  be  at  once  turned  over  to  this  Department,  and  you  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  Wilmington  and  report  to  Mr.  Peters  for  the  command  of  her 

Mr.  Peters  will  be  instructed  as  to  the  transfer,  custom-house  papers, 
etc. 

General  instructions  for  your  government  will  at  once  be  given  you. 

S.  E.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  E.  H.  Gayle,  Provisional  Eavy  C.  S. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  December  6, 1864. 

Sir:  The  following  are  special  instructions  for  your  guidance  in  com¬ 
mand  of  the  Stag: 

Before  leaving  port  you  will  station  your  crews  for  the  different  boats 
of  the  steamer,  having  placed  in  them  water  and  provisions,  and  also 
nautical  instruments.  When  capture  in  your  judgment  becomes  inevi¬ 
table,  fire  the  vessel  in  several  places  and  embark  in  the  boats,  making 
for  the  nearest  land. 

The  Department  leaves  to  your  discretion  the  time  when  and  the 
circumstances  that  must  govern  you  in  the  destruction  of  the  Stag  in 
order  to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  obtain  the  best  engineer  officers  and  pilots,  and  make  the 
vessel  as  thoroughly  efficient  as  practicable  for  the  service  for  which 
she  is  engaged.  Eo  passenger  will  be  received  on  board  without  the 
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authority  of  this  Department.  You  will  request  the  Confederate  agents 
in  Nassau  and  Bermuda  to  require  of  each  steamer  that  leaves  each 
place  with  a  small  cargo  to  bring  in  for  this  Department  a  certain 
amount  of  coal,  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Peters  or  his  agent  on  arrival. 

On  arrival  in  a  Confederate  port,  you  will  furnish  Mr.  W.  H.  Peters, 
special  agent  at  Wilmington,  with  duplicate  vouchers  of  your  expenses 
of  each  trip,  with  the  view  of  equalizing  and  governing  the  expenses  of 
all  vessels  which  will  come  under  the  charge  of  this  Department,  and 
you  will  be  careful  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  expenditures,  and  will 
regulate  them  with  a  view  to  rigid  economy  consistent  with  efficiency. 

You  are  authorized  to  employ  the  services  of  a  clerk,  whose  duties 
will  be  to  receive  and  deliver  the  cargoes  and  also  to  attend  to  the 
accounts  of  the  steamer,  all  of  which  will  be  approved  by  you  before 
being  submitted  to  Mr.  Peters. 

You  will  confer  freely  and  fully  with  Mr.  Peters. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  an  order  on  Assistant  Paymaster  Tredwell, 
C.  S.  Navy,  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  for  £5,000  in  sterling  bills  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  steamer,  and  for  which  you  will  be  held  accounta¬ 
ble  as  above  indicated. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant  R.  H.  Gayle,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Richmond ,  Va. 

Agency  Navy  Department, 
Wilmington,  N.  C .,  December  12 , 1864. 

Sir:  Captain  Burroughs  has  been  authorized  to  turn  over  to  you 
the  command  of  the  0.  S.  steamer  Stag. 

You  are  requested  to  proceed  at  once  to  get  the  ship  in  readiness  for 
her  outward  cargo,  and  to  apprise  me  when  she  is  ready,  in  order  that 
no  time  may  be  lost  in  preparing  the  Stag  for  sea. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Peters, 

Agent  Navy  Department. 

Captain  R.  H.  Gayle. 


Agency  Navy  Department, 
Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  12,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  you  to  render  to  this  agency,  for  the  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  as  soon  after  your  return  as  may  be 
practicable,  a  statement  showing  your  disbursements  on  ship’s  accounts, 
with  proper  vouchers,  the  balance  in  cash  on  hand,  and,  if  practicable, 
the  quantities  of  ship’s  stores  unexpended  and  their  cost.  Similar 
statements  are  desired  on  the  completion  of  each  successive  trip.  It  is 
suggested  to  you  to  take  duplicate  vouchers  for  all  expenditures.  On 
your  arrival  in  a  Confederate  port,  I  am  instructed  by  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  forward  to  the  Department  a  copy  of  the  cargo 
list  and  to  apprise  also  every  Department  or  Bureau  of  the  Government 
having  freight  on  board  of  their  appropriate  packages.  In  order  to 
comply  with  this,  I  request  that  you  will  have  the  cargo  list  properly 
made  out  and  delivered  to  me  so  soon  as  practicable  on  your  entrance 
into  a  Confederate  port. 

The  Stag  is  one  of  a  number  of  steamers  to  be  run  under  the  direction 
of  the  Navy  Department,  and  while  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Government 
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that  n°  expense  should  be  spared  in  rendering  these  steamers  thoroughly 
efficient,  it  is,  for  obvious  reasons,  greatly  to  be  desired  that  the  strictest 
economy,  not  inconsistent  with  thorough  efficiency,  should  be  observed 
m  their  management. 

The  service  in  which  these  steamers  are  to  be  employed  will  not  admit 
ot  returns  from  their  commanders  in  such  detail  as  the  regulations 
require,  but  it  is  confidently  expected  that  the  exhibits  to  be  rendered 
on  the  completion  of  every  round  trip  will  be  satisfactory  and  in  suffi- 
dent  detad  to  enable  the  Department  to  arrive  at  and  if  necessary  to 
institute  a  just  comparison  of  the  expenses  of  the  several  vessels. 

It  at  any  time  you  need  information  in  reference  to  or  assistance  in 

the  preparation  of  your  accounts,  I  beg  you  will  not  hesitate  to  call 
on  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Peters, 

0  ,  .  „  _  Agent  Navy  Department. 

Captain  .Richard  H.  Gayle, 

Commanding  Steamship  Stag ,  Wilmington. 


Agency  Navy  Department, 
Wilmington ,  N.  C.,  December  16 ,  1864. 

biR.  So  soon  as  the  C.  S.  steamer  Stag ,  under  your  command,  is  in 
all  respects  ready  for  sea,  and  other  circumstances,  of  which  you  are 
the  judge,  favor  it,  you  will  proceed  with  her  to  St.  George,  Bermuda 
and  on  your  arrival  there  report  to  Major  N.  S.  Walker,  G.  S.  agent  to 
whom  your  ship  and  cargo  are  consigned. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  H.  Peters, 

r,  ,  .  ^  Agent  Navy  Department. 

Captain  Richard  H.  Gayle, 

Commanding  Steamer  Stag. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  capture  of  the  blockade  runners  Stag 

and  Charlotte. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  off  Smitliville ,  N.  C.,  January  20 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  two  blockade  run¬ 
ners— the  Stag  and  the  Charlotte— oft  this  place  last  night.  They  are 
both  fine  vessels,  and  loaded  with  arms,  blankets,  shoes,  etc.  Tbe  Stag 
belongs  to  the  rebel  Government,  and  is  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
R.  H.  Gayle,  of  the  rebel  Navy. 

The  Stag  is  600  tons  burden  and  the  Charlotte  400  tons. 

The  following  vessels  are  entitled  to  share  in  the  prizes;  Malvern , 
Maratanza,  Nansemond ,  Wilderness ,  picket  launch  No.  6,  and  that  por¬ 
tion  ot  the  crews  of  the  Monticello  and  Vicksburg  who  were  on  shore  in 
charge  of  the  forts. 

Both  prizes  have  been  sent  to  New  York  for  adjudication. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Hear -Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  C. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Cushing,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  II.  S.  S.  Monticello. 

U.  S.  S.  Monticello, 

Off  Fort  Caswell,  FT.  C.,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  17th  instant,  I  proceeded  to 
the  Western  Bar  to  ascertain  the  state  of  affairs  in  that  quarter.  On 
the  morning  of  the  18th  I  pulled  in  to  Fort  Caswell  to  demand  its  sur¬ 
render,  and,  finding  it  abandoned,  hoisted  a  flag  there,  as  well  as  on  the 
other  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  I  then  proceeded  with  four 
men  to  the  town  of  Smithville  and  received  its  surrender  from  the 
mayor,  mounted  rebels  leaving  the  town  at  the  same  time.  I  hoisted 
our  flag  on  the  battery  at  that  point,  which,  with  the  barracks  and 
public  property,  was  uninjured.  Captured  several  hundred  stand  of 
rebel  muskets,  with  some  of  which  I  armed  my  men,  at  the  same  time 
sending  one  sailor  and  four  negroes  in  a  boat  for  reinforcements.  We 
held  the  town  with  three  men  until  their  arrival.  The  inhabitants 
mostly  remained  at  their  homes,  and  by  their  behavior  impressed  one 
with  the  idea  that  they  had  been  rebels  but  were  beaten  back  iuto  loy¬ 
alty.  We  also  captured  a  considerable  quantity  of  commissary  stores. 
The  nest  day  vessels  came  down  from  above  and  .150  sailors  were  sent 
ashore  to  garrison  the  town,  of  which  I  retained  command  until  relieved 
by  the  army  one  week  after.  In  the  meantime  I  sent  down  boats’ 
crews  and  officers  nightly  to  tend  the  range  lights  on  the  beach  and 
attempt  to  decoy  in  blockade  runners.  On  the  second  night  we  were 
rewarded  by  the  arrival  of  two  steamers,  the  Stag  and  Charlotte ,  that 
came  over  the  bar  and  stopped  off  the  wharf,  signaling  to  Fort  Cas¬ 
well.  Not  receiving  the  expected  answers  from  the  fort,  they  were 
about  to  turn  back,  when  they  were  hailed  by  Actiug  Ensign  Hunting- 
ton,  of  the  Monticello,  who  told  them  the  signal  corps  had  been  with¬ 
drawn:  it  was  all  right,  to  go  on  up  to  Smithville.  Following  this 
advice  they  fell  into  our  hands. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Cushing, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  Monticello. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 

p.  s. — I  omitted  to  mention  the  capture  of  forty-four  sick  and  wounded 
rebel  soldiers,  with  the  rebel  surgeon  and  nurses  in  charge. 

W.  B.  Cushing. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Braine,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U,  S.  S.  Pequot. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  20,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  the  18th 
instant  I  proceeded  to  the  town  of  Smithville  with  14  marines  and  8 
men,  and  found  Lieutenant  William  B.  Cushing  in  possession  of  the 
town  with  some  men  from  the  Monticello  and  Vicksburg.  Upon  the 
morning  of  the  19th  I  proceeded  to  and  took  possession  of  all  the  ene¬ 
my’s  works  upon  Smith’s  Island,  hoisting  our  flag  upon  Battery  Holmes, 
and  taking  18  Confederate  soldiers  prisoners,  2  who  came  forward  and 
surrendered  upon  our  landing.  I  was  assisted  by  Acting  Master  Arey, 
commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness,  with  a  boat’s  crew  from  that 
vessel. 
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™rka  «pon  Smith’s  Island  are  in  good  condition  save  a  few 
guns  dismounted;  and  although  the  enemy  had  destroyed  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  stores,  much  yet  remains.  *  y  ] 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Brainb, 
Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Hear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  the  IT.  S.  S  Nyack 
regarding  that  vessel  and  the  U.  S.  S.  Vicksburg8  y  ’ 

U.  S.  S.  Nyack, 

Off  Smithville ,  N.  C.,  February  3,  1865. 
Admiral:  Having  seen  in  the  New  York  Times  of  the  27th  ultimo 
your  report  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  stating  that  the 
assistance  requested  by  Lieutenant  Cushing  when  sent  by  you  to  the 
Y  estern  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  was  not  rendered  by  the  commanders 
ot  the  Nyack  and  Vicksburg ,  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following 
statement:  ® 

Lieutenant  Commander  F.  H.  Baker,  of  the  Vicksburg ,  had  been  con- 
ber  *>8  °1864  ^  sickness  smce  mT  arrival  on  the  station,  Deeem- 

About  5:30  p.m.  January  17,  1865,  Lieutenant  Cushing,  in  the  Mon¬ 
ti  cello,  came  oft  Western  Bar  and  informed  me  that  he  had  been  sent 
by  you  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  forts  in  that  vicinity.  I  told 
him  that  the  rebels  had  burned  barracks,  storehouses,  etc.,  and  blown 
up  and  evacuated  the  works.  He  regretted  that  night  was  so  near  at 
hand,  as  he  intended  going  m  with  a  Hag  of  truce  to  demand  the  sur¬ 
render  of  the  forts;  asked  for  some  rat- tail  tiles,  with  which  I  am  sorrv 
to  add  that  I  was  unable  to  furnish  him.  The  use  of  the  tug  Moccasin 
was  ottered  him,  but  rejected.  I  think  I  added  that  anything  in  our 
power  would  be  done  to  aid. 

Lieutenant  Cushing  left,  saying  that  he  would  communicate  with  me 
when  he  came  out  in  the  morning.  The  Vicksburg  and  Moccasin  were 
ordered  to  stay  close  in  to  the  bar  during  the  night  and  render  anv 
assistance  required  to  the  Monticello.  J 

On  the  18th,  at  11:30  a.  m.,  the  Vicksburg  passed  within  hail,  stating 
that  Lieutenant  Cushing  had  found  Fort  Caswell  abandoned,  hoisted 
the  American  flag  over  it,  and  sent  to  Captain  Baker  for  the  armed  men 
that  could  be  spared.  In  company  with  the  Vicksburg  1  steamed  close 
in  to  the  bar  and  two  boats  with  landing  parties  were  sent  from  her  to 
Fort  Caswell. 

I  received  no  communication  from  shore  until  ordered  inside  bv  von 
on  the  20th.  J 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  H.  Newman, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Baker,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  §.  S.  Vicksburg,  claiming 

share  in  prize  steamer  Charlotte. 

U.  S.  S.  Vicksburg, 

Off  New  Inlet ,  Gape  Fear  River ,  N.  0. ,  January  22, 1865. 

Sir:  The  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  claim  to  be  entitled  to  share 
in  the  proceeds  of  the  prize  steamer  Charlotte  and  her  cargo,  captured 
on  the  morning  of  the  20th  day  of  Jauuary  instant,  and  base  such  claim 
on  the  following  ground,  viz: 

On  the  18th  day  of  January,  1865,  an  armed  force,  consisting  of  4  of 
the  officers  and  34  of  the  crew  of  this  vessel,  was  sent  in  her  boats  to 
Fort  Caswell,  at  the  entrance  to  Cape  Fear  River,  and  also  to  the  town 
of  Smithville,  situated  near  the  mouth  of  that  river. 

They  were  armed  with  Enfield  rifles,  supplied  with  forty  rounds  of 
ammunition  each,  aud  provided  with  three  days’  rations. 

They  were  ordered  to  report  to  Lieutenant  William  B.  Cushing  and 
perform  any  and  all  duties  that  might  devolve  on  them,  and  were  cau¬ 
tioned  to  look  out  for  blockade  runners. 

Picket  boats  were  nightly  sent  out  from  Smithville  with  lights,  such 
as  were  used  by  the  enemy  as  signal  lights  to  runners,  which  boats  were 
partly  manned  by  the  crew  of  this  vessel;  and  from  their  efforts  the 
above  named  steamer  Charlotte  was  decoyed  in  over  the  bar  and  came 
to  anchor  off  Smithville,  where  she  was  captured,  the  force  from  this 
vessel  being  at  tbe  time  within  signal  distance. 

The  following  officers  were  sent  in  charge  of  the  boats,  viz:  Acting 
Ensigns  William  H.  Otis  and  R.  B.  Elder,  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster 
T.  E.  Smith,  and  Third  Assistant  Engineer  A.  F.  Nagle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Francis  H.  Baker, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Vicksburg. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Upshur,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  specie  and  dispatches  on  board 

the  steamer  Charlotte. 

TJ.  S.  S.  A.  D.  Vance, 

James  River,  Virginia,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  am  to-day  informed  that  one  of  the  crew  of  the  prize  steamer 
Charlotte  asserts  that  there  was  on  board  that  vessel  at  the  time  of  her 
capture  a  safe  (stowed  under  the  cargo)  containing  a  large  amount  of 
specie;  also,  that  her  letters  and  dispatches  were  thrown  overboard 
from  the  paddle  box  in  a  bag,  with  a  pig  of  lead  attached  to  sink  them. 

She  was  at  anchor  near  Smithville,  and  I  presume  her  position  can 
be  accurately  ascertained. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  Upshur, 

Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Order  „f  Ke.r-Adnir.l  Porter 1I„,  Acting  Maet.r  Godwin,  V.  S.  N„y,  to  proceed 
to  N ew  York  in  charge  of  prize  steamer  Stag.  ’ 

Cape  Fear  Biver,  January  24,  1865. 
rlplLmli  0U+Wf!!  pr0.ceed  with  tl,e  l)rize  steamer  Stag  to  New  York  and 
also  report  tl S  diS t,Wir ""‘P* 8“"'e’ 
^  tUe  h0l,‘  iS  "0t  enteml- 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Master  E.  S.  Goodwin,  Rear-Admiral. 

Prize  Master,  Prize  Steamer  Stag. 

0±  same  date  aud  like  terior  to  Acting  Master  E.  W  White 
L.  b.  -Navy,  commanding  prize  steamer  Charlotte.} 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Monticello,  Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  S.  Navy. 

fm?” Tt  Vok  1t65'~^At  1 V30  a*i 1,1  •  heartl  a  ,lcavy  explosion  in  by  the 
th  J  fnrt  aV°5  ™  a+notherd  ?etween  ^  and  3  heard  several  more  at 
the  tort.  At  4 :  50  saw  two  rebel  steamers  in  the  river  on  fire.  At  dav- 

W  got  underway  and  steamed  in  to  the  flagship.  At  8  came  to  with 
stai board  anchor;  the  three  boats  returned  bringing  a  lot  of  torpedo 
wire.  At  o :  3o  p  m.  arrived  off  the  bar  and  saw  a  very  large  fire  in  Fort 

as  well.  At  8^o0  sent  the  third  cutter,  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s 
Mate  Charles  Croton,  m  to  reconnoiter.  At  10  third  cutter  returned- 
reported  having  seen  rebel  troops  on  Fort  Caswell. 

January  18.— At  8:  30  a.  m.  the  gig  went  into  the  fort  with  a  flag  of 
truce,  m  charge  of  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing,  commanding,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  Acting  Assistant  Paymaster  John  Furey.  At  9  a.  m.  they 
hoisted  the  American  flag  (the  pride  of  the  world  and  the  terror  of 
nations)  on  the  rebel  Fort  Caswell. 

January  20.— At  1  a.  m.  saw  and  heard  two  steamers  to  the  N.  E. 
bupposmg  them  to  be  blockade  runners,  got  underway  and  stood  toward 
the  U.  S.  b.  Nyaclc,  and  informed  her  of  the  fact  and  requested  her 
assistance  to  blockade  the  bar.  We  then  stood  in  for  the  bar  and  at  2 
anchored  as  near  to  it  as  possible.  Could  see  the  steamers,  in  by  the 
tort.  At  2:25  sent  a  boat  in  to  see.  At  3:20  the  boat  returned, 
reporting  them  inside.  [Note. — These  steamers  were  the  Stag  and  the 
\j  iiav  Lozcc, 

January  22.— At  1  p.  m.  the  Nansemond  went  in  to  the  blockade  runner 
Agnes  C.  Fry  on  the  beach.  At  5  p.  m.  steamed  slowly  to  the  southward 
to  blockade  Lockwood’s  Folly  Inlet. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Nyack.  Lieutenant-Commander  Newman,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  18,  1865. — At  11:30  a.  m.  the  Vicksburg  passed  within  hail 
with  the  request  from  Lieutenant  Cushing,  commanding  the  Monticello 
(who  had  raised  the  American  flag  on  Fort  Caswell),  for  a  party  of 
armed  men  to  be  sent  on  shore  to  his  assistance.  At  11:30  got  under¬ 
way  and  stood  inshore  for  the  bar.  From  12  to  4  p.  m.:  Standing  off1 
and  on  near  the  bar.  At  3: 15  p.  m.  sent  the  second  cutter  in  charge 
of  Mr.  Colby  to  sound  the  bar.  At  5 :  45  cutter  returned. 
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January  19. — At  9  a.  m.  a  boat  from  the  Wilderness} afided  and  hoisted 
the  American  ensign  on  the  works  at  Bald  Head. 

January  20. — At  1:20  a.  m.  spoke  the  Monticello ;  she  reported  that 
some  vessels  had  run  in  under  Fort  Caswell.  Got  underway  and  stood 
in  after  them.  At  1:40  sent  first  cutter  armed  in  charge  of  Acting 
Ensign  H.  B.  Colby  to  intercept  them  or  to  make  a  signal  in  case  they 
attempted  to  come  out  again.  At  4:  20  Acting  Ensign  Colby  returned 
with  first  cutter  and  reported  that  he  had  crossed  the  bar  and  passed 
up  as  far  as  Fort  Caswell  wharf  and  remained  there  about  half  an  hour, 
when,  finding  the  vessels  did  not  attempt  to  run  out  again,  he  returned 
on  board.  From  12  to  4  p.  m. :  Got  off  the  shoal  and  ran  up  to  Smith- 
ville  and  came  to  anchor  at  1:30  p.  m.  At  5:30  p.  m.  the  Ncmsemond 
and  Wilderness  came  down  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  near  us.  The 
Maratanza  made  signal.  Learned  that  the  steamers  that  passed  up  the 
river  were  captured.  Their  names  were  the  Charlotte  and  [Stag]. 


Letter  from  Rear- Admiral  Dalilgren,  U.  S.  Wavy ,  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter 
TJ.  S.  Wavy ,  regarding  exchange  of  vessels. 

Flag-Steamer  Harvest  Moon, 
Charleston  Roads,  January  21,  1S65. 

Admiral  :  Captain  Rolando,  of  the  Keystone  State ,  handed  me  yours 
of  the  18th,  yesterday  about  2  p.  m.,  just  as  a  northeaster  had  set  in, 
and  it  was  too  late  that  day  to  cross  the  bar,  with  the  swell  that  was  on. 

I  can  very  illy  spare  a  monitor  at  this  time,  liaviug  lost  the  Patapsco 
and  received  three  more,  one  with  only  a  single  gun,  instead  of  four,  and 
the  Ironsides. 

This  may  reduce  my  force  too  low  to  make  the  impression  I  should 
desire  on  the  rebel  batteries,  if  General  [J.  G.]  Foster  will  undertake 
his  part  of  the  attack  I  have  in  view,  and  which  I  feel  sure  will  succeed. 

But  I  also  entertain  a  deep  interest  in  your  concluding  what  you  have 
so  well  begun,  and  therefore  send  one  of  the  lightest  draft  monitors  that 
I  have,  on  the  condition,  however,  that  you  will  guarantee  her  return  to 
me  in  one  week,  or  sooner  if  I  send  for  her. 

I  have  also  to  ask  that  you  will  apprise  the  Navy  Department  of  this, 
and  that  you  will  answer  for  my  compliance  with  your  request. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  informed  me  that  he  had  ordered  you  to 
send  me  all  the  vessels  you  could  spare.  The  Brooklyn  has  not  arrived. 
Will  you  please  to  dispatch  her  to  me,  and  any  other  good  broadsides 
you  may  have,  together  with  some  double-enders? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  Dahlgren, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Worth  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Watmough,  U.  S.  Wavy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Kansas ,  to  assume  com¬ 
mand  at  Smithville. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  21,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  obtain  a  pilot  and  proceed  without  delay  to  Smithville 
and  take  charge  there,  keeping  the  present  garrison  in  the  fort  until 
relieved  by  troops. 
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u,.  Md  W  for  iS£Pi  ?  ‘  °?,8we11  bro"Kbt  t»  SmithTiUe,  locked 

stommrfl  ?  tL  ‘  ?‘->8  M1'611  tlj,''v  como  One  of  the  small 

afnS  fir  ga?pd  "!■  tt,s  service  in  the  daytime  and  kept  ready 
at  night  to  run  alongside  of  blockade  runners.  J 

-  ou  will  permit  no  one  to  go  out  of  the  town  or  straggle;  allow  no 

fered  i?fh  ^  c0!n,mitte<1  or  tbe  Property  of  tie  inhabitants  to  be  inter, 
lexed  with  1  umsli  anyone  severely  who  resists  these  orders 

wreck  It?,  VeS8el  cl0.f?  iu  to  the  hmd’  clear  of  the  sunken 
lade  the  bar  W<  ckade  runners  Wl11  not  see  7™  and  where  you  can  enfl- 

steamerf  t0  be  anchored  near  the  point  at  Caswell  for  sig¬ 
nals,  and  when  seen  have  the  boats  manned  and  kept  alongside  for  use 
Keep  the  guns  loaded  and  trained  on  a  stranger  when  he  comes  in  and 
he  attempts  to  run  either  way.  The  small  steamers  must 
keep  steam  up  at  night,  ready  to  start  in  chase.  Make  no  night  signals, 
but  have  the  vessels  get  ready  as  a  steamer  passes  the  point. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

t  •  ,  ,  „  ,  ^  „  Bear- Admiral. 

ljieutenant-Oommander  P.  G.  Watmoug-h, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Kansas. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  the  commandant  navy 
yard,  Norfolk,  to  send  picket  launch  to  Beaufort ,  N.  C. 


Flagship  Malvern, 

Off  Port  Fisher ,  N.  C.,  January  22,  1865. 

f  Jou^in  sead  Picket  launch  No.  3  through  the  sounds  to  Beau- 
°rt,  Is-  you  will  give  the  commanding  officer  of  the  picket  launch 
orders  to  procure  a  tow  from  Beaufort  to  this  place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


David  D. 


Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Ya. 


Porter, 
Rear- A  dmiral. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Guest  U  8 
Navy,  regarding  movements  of  vessels  in  the  Cape  Fear  River. 


Cape  Fear  River,  January  22, 1865. 

Sir  :  You  will  regulate  the  movements  of  the  vessels  in  the  Cape  Fear 
above  Fort  Fisher,  keeping  them  in  line  and  proper  positions.  Take 
charge  of  all  picket  arrangements  and  the  picket  launch. 

I  wish  the  line  to  move  up  as  near  Fort  Anderson  as  is  consistent 
with  safety,  and  in  doing  so  care  must  be  taken  of  the  torpedoes  and 
other  obstructions.  Communicate  with  the  army,  and  let  the  fleet  know 
their  positions  so  they  may  be  enabled  to  direct  their  fire. 

Respectfully,  yours, 


Commander  J.  Guest, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  S.  Tosco. 


David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 
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Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Wavy,  to  Acting  Master 

Frost,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  Ms  duties  as  commander  of  guard  vessel. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  off  Fort  Fisher ,  January  22,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  assume  the  duties  of  guard  ship  at  New  Inlet,  hoisting 
the  guard  flag.. 

Board  all  vessels  entering  and  report  to  me  daily  their  names,  where 
from,  cargo,  and  whether  for  Army  or  Navy.  You  will  also  include  in 
your  report  vessel’s  departure  and  where  bound.  A  weekly  report  con¬ 
taining  the  above  will  also  be  made. 

In  my  absence  the  daily  reports  will  be  made  to  the  senior  officer  pres¬ 
ent,  and  the  weekly  reports  will  be  forwarded  to  me. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  you  will  take  the  duties  of  harbor  master, 
keeping  the  channel  clear  of  vessels,  making  them  anchor  on  the  one 
side  or  the  other.  Army  transports,  for  the  convenience  of  unloading, 
may  take  such  positions  as  will  best  expedite  their  movements,  but 
when  discharged  must  take  their  anchorage  free  of  the  channel. 

You  will  take  charge  of  all  coal  for  the  Navy  and  see  the  vessels 
properly  moored,  and  when  a  coal  vessel  is  wanted  see  that  the  one  that 
has  been  under  charter  longest  is  first  taken.  Vessels  must  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  coal  out  of  any  collier  that  may  be  handiest,  but  the  above 
order  is  to  be  observed,  and  the  vessel  must  be  discharged  before  a  full 
one  is  broached. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Fort  Donelson. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Braine,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S. 

Pequot,  of  an  engagement  of  that  vessel  with  Fort  Anderson,  Cape  Fear 

River. 

U.  S.  S.  Pequot, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  January  22,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  verbal 
order  I  proceeded  up  this  river  to  draw  the  fire  of  Fort  Anderson,  and 
opened  with  my  150-pounder  rifle,  firing  7  shells,  all  of  which  took  effect 
in  the  enemy’s  work.  The  fort  replied  with  two  small  rifle  pieces,  their 
projectiles  falling  close  around  but  not  striking  us.  After  remaining 
for  two  hours  within  range,  and  the  enemy  not  opening  with  other  guns, 
I  returned  to  my  anchorage. 

I  observed  6  guns,  evidently  smoothbore,  pointing  down  the  river, 
protected  by  the  ordinary  sand  traverses. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  Braine, 

Lieutenant-  Commander. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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UTal  J!'atcher'  U-  &  Navy,  commanding  U.  S  S  Colo- 

N.  C.  °f  hat  V€SSel  at  Hampton  Roads  from  Wilmington , 

U.  S.  S.  Colorado, 

„  Hampton  Roads ,  January  23,  1865. 

have  ^ouor  to  inform  the  Department  that  I  arrived  at 
this  anchorage  with  the  Colorado  to-day  from  offWilmin^oTv  r 

^The^orlff  ,?0I1n.tJere  ou  the  evening  of  the  17th  instant  ’  *  '  ” 

been  finished  o  ^  went  to  the  coast  of  North  Carolina  having 
Eivpr  a  e°“plete  victory  over  all  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear 

Inei,  with  Fort  Fisher  in  our  possession,  Fort  Caswell  and  its  «nr. 

nothing8moare1™  cmildbe  done°by  thT  la°rge  ships'  Iwas^f  ’ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

Henry  K.  Thatcher, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Commodore. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Ouler  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter  U  S  Nam/ 
to  send  two  fast  steamers  to.  the  Galveston  blockade.  '  ’ 


Navy  Department,  January  23,  1865. 

,  b*R:  £e?d  *wo  y°ur  fastest  Steamers  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron 

for  the  FaiTp°if  y0ckade’  and  four  light-draft  steamers  to  Key  West 
t  t  ^ulf  Sq^dron.  Advise  the  Department  of  the  names  of 

I  tn  ln  /'  •  rhe})(fit  vessels  of  the  Mohican  and  Shenandoah  class 
are  to  go  on  foreign  stations. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Bear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Squadron,  o  f  Wilmington. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Bat  nes,  Jj .  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bat,  to  cruise  inshore  as  far 
as  Georgetown,  S.  C.  J 

Cape  Fear  Biver,  January  23,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  as  soon  as  you  get  a  pilot,  and  the  water  will 
permit,  around  to  Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  Biver,  and  cruise  along 
there,  inshore,  down  as  far  as  Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  cruise  off  that 
place  and  endeavor  to  open  communication  with  General  Sherman  in 
case  he  should  come  there.  At  the  same  time  keep  a  lookout  for  block¬ 
ade  runners  and  prevent  them  going  into  that  port. 

In  case  of  capturing  a  prize  the  men  will  be  drawn  up  on  the  quarter¬ 
deck  and  no  one  permitted  to  go  below  on  pain  of  death. 

Have  all  the  liquors  and  wines  on  board  secured  and  locked  up.  Have 
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all  the  hatches  secured  and  sealed  up  and  provisions  taken  out  enough 

to  last  the  voyage. 

Send  all  prizes  captured  to  me  here. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  J.  S.  Barnes, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Bat. 


Attempted  passage ,  by  the  Confederate  squadron,  of  the  obstructions  in 
Trent’s  Reach,  James  River,  January  23,  2d,  1865. 

Reports  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  existing  conditions. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Aiken’s  Landing,  James  River,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  find  it  impossible  to  get  the  disabled 
vessels  repaired  at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  and  1  ask  authority  to  send 
them  elsewhere  for  that  purpose.  Some  of  the  vessels  have  been  there 
several  months  and  with  no  prospect  that  they  will  soon  be  able  to 
return  to  duty. 

The  following  vessels  are  now  at  the  navy  yard  undergoing  repairs, 
viz,  the  Zouave,  Mount  Washington ,  Alert,  Zeta,  Saffron,  Delaware , 
Gamma,  Henry  Brinker,  Cactus ,  Seymour.  Out  of  all  the  tugs  assigned 
to  this  division  I  have  only  two  employed  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
river,  viz,  the  Alpha,  devoted  to  towing  coal  and  other  vessels  from 
Hampton  Roads  to  City  Point,  and  the  Epsilon,  used  as  a  mail  boat 
from  this  station  to  City  Point.  The  latter  is  in  want  of  immediate 
repair.  I  consider  that  these  facts  are  discreditable  to  the  officers  of 
the  yard,  and  they  do  not  admit  of  any  excuse.  Yesterday  I  received 
notification  of  an  attack  by  the  rebel  rams,  from  Brigadier-General 
Rawlins,  chief  of  staff,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va,  January  21,  1865. 

We  have  information  from  Richmond  that  on  Tuesday  last  an  order  was  issued 
that  the  rebel  fleet  should  come  down  the  river,  either  pass  or  attack  our  ironclads, 
and  attempt  the  destruction  of  City  Point. 

It  was  known  in  Richmond  that  we  had  only  two  monitors  up  the  river,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  their  vessels  would  be  numerous  or  strong  enough  for  the 
attempt,  it  being  claimed  that  now,  in  the  absence  of  the  larger  part  of  our  iron 
fleet,  was  the  opportunity  for  their  own ;  that  upon  the  return  of  our  ironclads,  theirs 
coulcl  be  permanently  shut  up  in  the  upper  part  of  the  river,  and  that  even  if  the 
movement  resulted  in  the  loss  of  their  vessels,  it  could  be  no  worse  than  what  would 
eventually  be  the  case,  and  might  inflict  incalculable  damage  upon  us.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  this  order  was  given,  but  why  it  has  not  been  carried  out  is  unexplained. 
It  would  be  well  that  you  exercise  more  than  usual  vigilance  to  defeat  any  plan  the 
rebels  may  have  in  contemplation  in  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  Rawlins, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

Commander  of  Monitor  Onondaga, 

James  River. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  more  monitors  may  be  sent  to  me 
if  they  can  be  spared  from  other  duty.  I  have  requested  Brigadier- 
General  Rawlins  not  to  allow  the  flag-of-truce  boat  to  land  the  rebel 
prisoners  opposite  our  vessel.  A  few  days  ago  600  rebels  were  landed 
at  Aiken’s  Landing,  a  few  yards  distant  from  the  Onondaga,  giving 
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aJ?lose  view  of  the  vessel,  and  of  our  methods  of  drill  and  exer- 

«ii  ,r®nJanie<1l.hefe  several  days  before  they  went  to  Richmond; 

all  this  was  highly  objectionable.  ’ 

lSTnr+LDSt  resPecttulIy  ask  for  instructions  concerning  the  deadlock  at 
^lk  Can  anything  be  done  to  get  the  vessels  of  this 

dn  lsion  back  to  duty  in  James  River. 

I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  City  Point,  Va.,  as  follows: 

Please  inform  me  what  is  the  condition  of  the  river  obstructions  above  von  Do 

bon«0nD81^er  a°Ur  naIal  {°,rc?  snfficient  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  enemy’s  gun- 
boats  coming  down  should  they  make  the  attempt  during  high  Water?  If  anythin" 

required  ^Please  *iet  me  k  °f  plaCln®  obstructions,  I  will  give  you  any  assistance 
once  d‘  PI  1  *  ^  at  °nC6’  aS  the  step8'  lf  re<iuired,  should  be  taken  at 


Commander  William  A  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division 


J oiin  Gibbon, 

Major-General  Volunteers ,  Commanding . 


Thus  you  will  perceive  that  the  army  officers  expect  an  attack  from 
the  enemy  very  soon. 

My  answer  by  telegraph  to  the  above  dispatch  was  as  follows: 


i>  Jim.  £  w°U  Tfit  l0  1'1Ver  obstructions  above  us  is  bad;  they  were  washed  away 
■  7  the  freshet.  I  do  not  consider  our  naval  forces  sufficient  to  prevent  the  possibiL 
nttpmJfhe  Ten.f“y  8  gunboats  coming  down  at  high  water,  should  they  make  the 
attempt.  I  believe  it  to  be  impossible  to  replace  the  obstructions  unless  Howlett’s 
battery  be  hrst  captured. 


Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

After  some  deliberation  I  considered  that  the  telegram  was  rather 
too  strong,  and  sent  Chief  Engineer  Henderson  in  the  Don  to  explain 
tliat  we  could  do  something  in  the  night  toward  making  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  impassable. 

The  iams  vs  ill  no  doubt  make  a  desperate  attack  on  our  vessels  at 
the  next  freshet,  if  the  water  rises  sufficiently  to  allow  them  to  pass 
The  rebels  do  not  expect  them  to  return,  but  that  the  rams  will  be 
eventually  captured  or  destroyed  by  our  forces.  I  enclose  herewith  a 
requisition  from  Chief  Engineer  Henderson,  of  this  vessel,  for  a  small 
steam  engine  for  the  workshop  at  Aiken’s  Landing,  which  will  cost 
$1,500,  as  I  am  informed.  I  highly  approve  of  this  suggestion. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


TT.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 

Aiken’s  Landing ,  James  River ,  Virginia ,  January  23,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  two  tugs  have  been  detached  from  this 
squadron  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  ordered  to  the 
Potomac  Flotilla,  as  follows: 


Navy  Department,  January  17,  1865. 

Sir:  Send  the  Heliotrope  and  one  of  the  picket  boats  to  St.  Inigoes,  Md.,  with  in¬ 
structions  to  report  to  Commander  F.  A.  Parker  for  duty  in  the  Potomac  Flotilla. 
Very  respectfully, 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Gideon  Welles. 
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The  Heliotrope  and  Clinton  were  sent  accordingly.  The  order  was 
delivered  to  me  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Eastman,  commanding 
U.  S.  S.  Don ,  which  arrived  here  yesterday  morning.  These  boats  are 
very  much  wanted  here,  but  as  the  order  was  peremptory,  T  did  not 
feel  justified  in  withholding  them. 

In  the  meantime  I  have  aplenty  of  tugs  at  the  navy  yard,  but  I  have 
not  been  able  to  get  them  up  here. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  I).  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Letter  from  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Gibbon,  U.  S.  Army,  command¬ 
ing  at  City  Point,  suggesting  measures  of  protection. 

U.  S.  Monitor  Onondaga, 
Aiken's  Landing,  Janies  River ,  January  23,  1865. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  batteries  commanding 
Trent’s  Reach  and  the  obstructions  should  be  immediately  reinforced 
with  heavy  guns,  and  that  more  vessels  be  sunk  in  the  night  near  the 
obstructions;  also  that  some  large  torpedoes  be  sunk  in  the  river  near 
them.  I  have  given  the  orders  to  Professor  Maillefert  to  sink  the  tor¬ 
pedoes  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander,  Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Major-General  John  Gibbon, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Volunteers,  City  Point,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  Ship  St.  Lawrence, 

Off  Norfolk,  Va.,  January  24,  1865. 

The  Bureau  of  Ordnance  can  not  furnish  the  torpedoes  required,  and 
desires  to  be  informed  whether  those  on  board  the  Stromboli  or  those 
captured  from  the  rebels  will  not  answer. 

D.  Lynch, 

Commander  and  Inspector  of  Ordnance. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James. 


[Telegram.] 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

January  24,  1865 — 3:30  a.  m. 

Two  of  the  enemy’s  ironclads  have  passed  down  the  river.  Have 
your  command  in  readiness  in  case  an  attack  on  your  front  is  made. 

Jno.  W.  Turner, 
Brigadier-General  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

General  Devens, 

Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Army  Corps. 
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(Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865. 

(Received  9  :25  a.  m.) 

I  he  enemy’s  ironclads  came  down  below  the  obstructions  this  morn¬ 
ing  and  returned  to  the  neighborhood  of  Howlett’s  before  daylight, 
bince  their  return  there  has  been  a  heavy  explosion  about  the  obstruc¬ 
tions.  ihere  are  three  of  these  ironclads  in  view,  and  I  am  inclined  to 
iv  'n  Ve  luake  an  effort  to  get  down  here  to  destroy  our  stores, 

w  ill  you  please  order  up  the  gunboats  now  about  Port  Monroe  witli 
orders  that  they  shall  not  stop  for  night  or  other  cause  until  they  reach 
the  front  now  occupied  by  our  gunboats. 


Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


IT.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865'. 

If  the  rebel  rams  do  not  come  down  to-night  I  think  everything  will 
be  safe  before  to-morrow  night.  I  expect  but  little  assistance,  how¬ 
ever,  in  case  of  an  attack,  from  the  navy  under  Captain  Parker.  I  have 
been  compelled  to  take  the  matter  in  my  own  hands  to  get  vessels  to 
the  front,  ordering  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  I  know 
no  reason  why  the  torpedo  boat  did  not  attack.  As  I  understood,  the 
rebel  rams  ran  our  batteries  to  the  obstructions,  and  then  leisurely 
removed  and  blew  them  up,  only  opposed  by  a  little  infantry  from  the 
shore.  When  I  sent  up  before  daylight  Captain  Parker  had  removed 
the  monitor  to  below  the  pontoon  bridge.  Tonight  I  understand  he 
has  hauled  down  the  river,  leaving  what  obstructions  still  remain  to  be 
removed  without  opposition  from  him.  I  have  sent  an  urgent  appeal 
for  him  to  go  back.  I  have  been  busy  all  day  getting  up  material  to 
renew  the  obstructions,  and  army  officers  are  now  at  it. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Pox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Special  order  from  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army,  regarding  movements  of  the  gunboats. 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865. 
All  gunboats  now  in  the  James  River  above  City  Point  will  immedi¬ 
ately  proceed  to  the  front  above  the  pontoon  bridge,  near  Varina  Laud¬ 
ing.  This  order  is  imperative,  the  orders  of  any  naval  commanders  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

By  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Special  Orders  to  Gunboat  Commanders.] 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865—6  p.  m. 

1  have  been  unable  to  get  Captain  Parker,  by  requesting,  to  assemble 
his  gunboats  near  the  obstructions  in  James  River;  he  seems  helpless. 
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I  have  now  sent  orders  directly  to  commanders  of  Vessels,  and  respect¬ 
fully  request  that  you  will  sustain  this  course.  Please  direct  during 
present  emergency  my  orders  be  obeyed. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  24 ,  1865. 

Please  inform  me  what  vessels  you  have  at  the  front.  At  this  .junc¬ 
ture  of  affairs  all  the  vessels  you  can  control  should  be  got  immediately 
to  the  front,  or,  at  least,  above  the  large  amount  of  public  stores 
accumulated  for  the  subsistence  of  the  army  and  navy.  The  delay  of 
the  last  few  days  in  preparing  for  a  visit  from  the  enemy,  which  I  found 
on  my  return  to  this  place  yesterday  had  been  expected,  was  providen¬ 
tially  prevented  from  proving  fatal  to  us.  It  would  be  better  to 
obstruct  the  channel  of  the  river  with  sunken  gunboats  than  that  a 
rebel  ram  should  reach  City  Point. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Captain  Parker, 

Commanding  Naval  Flotilla  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865. 

What  fleet  have  you  collected  or  ordered  to  the  front?  You  ought 
to  have  every  gunboat  you  can  get  in  the  river  up  with  you.  Should 
the  enemy  attempt  to  come  down  the  river  it  is  your  duty,  in  view  of 
the  large  amount  of  stores  here,  to  attack  with  all  the  vessels  you  have, 
using  your  vessels  as  rams  as  well  as  batteries,  even  at  the  expense  of 
halt  the  boats  you  have  got.  I  will  send  vessels  up  the  river  under  an 
engineer  officer  who  will  place  them  in  position  for  sinking  to  obstruct 
the  channel. 


Captain  Parker, 

Care  General  Gibbon. 


IT.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Aiken’s  Landing,  January  24,  1865. 

Your  dispatch  of  the  24th  just  received.  The  names  of  the  vessels 
at  the  front  are  as  follows:  Onondaga,  Massasoit,  and  Hunchback  below 
Dutch  Gap;  Commodore  Morris,  at  Turkey  Bend;  Eutaw ,  at  Deep  Bot¬ 
tom;  Daylight,  New  Market  road ;  Miami,  City  Point;  General  Putnam 
and  Commodore  Barney ,  at  the  Appomattox  Eiver.  Several  others  are 
at  the  Norfolk  navy  yard  undergoing  repairs  and  expected  to  return  in 
a  tew  days.  I  will  endeavor  to  get  still  more  vessels  to  the  front  as  you 
request.  J 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant, 

Commanding  Armies  of  the  United  States. 
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[Telegram.] 


Navy  Department,  January  24, 1865. 

You  have  sent  no  reports  to  the  Department.  What  force  have  vou 
at  the  front?  Where  is  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  torpedo  boat?  Have  the 
enemy  s  boats  come  down  so  you  can  attack  them?  Put  yourself  in 
communication  with  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  act  accord  in  fflv, 
reporting-  to  this  Department  direct,  daily. 


Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Senior  Naval  Officer,  City  Point ,  Va. 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  24,1865. 

The  President  just  sent  for  me  and  suggested  that  Admiral  Farragut 
should  go  down  to  James  River,  and  leaves  for  Annapolis  in  an  hour 
-Before  that  I  had  ordered  Commodore  Radford,  of  the  Ironsides,  to  go 
up  and  take  command  in  the  James  River.  He  will  be  there  to-morrow 
afternoon.  Captain  Parker  will  be  removed  to-night  if  you  desire  it. 
The  Saugus  has  been  sent  for  to  return  at  once  to  James  River.  The 
Atlanta  goes  up  at  daylight,  and  any  and  all  wooden  boats  at  Norfolk. 
Jhe  Roanoke,  ironclad  frigate,  stationed  at  Point  Lookout,  has  been 
ordered  to  Hampton  Roads.  The  Rhode  Island  is  placed  at  your  serv¬ 
ice  at  Hampton  Roads,  and  if  you  do  not  go  for  three  or  four  days,  I 
think  I  can  get  off.  1  can  not  understand  why  the  torpedo  boat  did 
not  attack.  Do  you  know  any  reasons? 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  24,  1865. 

I  will  send  an  order  now  removing  Commander  Parker.  The  next 
in  rank  is,  I  think,  Commander  Nichols,  a  fair  officer.  If  you  deem  it 
unadvisable  you  can  withhold  the  order.  I  will  go  with  you  Thursday, 
unless  I  notify  you  to  the  contrary  to-morrow.  The  Secretary  of  War 
will  send  me  over  to  Annapolis  in  the  evening. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24, 1865. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  command  of  the  James 
River  Division,  and  you  will  immediately  transfer  to  the  next  officer  in 
rank  your  command,  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  and  report  to  the 
Department  by  telegraph. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 

Commander  William  A.  Parker, 

Comdg.  James  River  Division,  N.  A.  B.  Squadron,  City  Point,  Va. 
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[Telegram.]  x  ’ 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  24, 1865. 

(Received  10  p.  m.) 

Commander  Nichols  will  no  doubt  do.  I  will  advise  you  as  soon  as 
I  know  it  will  be  safe  for  me  to  leave.  It  will  not  be  earlier  than  Thurs¬ 
day  morning. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Assistant  Secretary  Fox. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  James,  January  24, 1865. 

(Received  10 : 15  a.  m.,  25th.) 

I  have  to  report  that  I  have  been  relieved  from  the  command  of  the 
James  River  Division.  I  will  be  at  City  Point  to  morrow  morning. 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  24, 1865 — 3 p.  m. 
Commander  Parker  has  this  moment  reported  that  the  rebel  rams 
have  passed  the  obstructions  in  James  River. 

I  have  sent  the  officer*  to  report  to  Commodore  Radford,  at  Norfolk, 
requesting  that  the  Ironsides  may  be  sent  immediately  to  Newport 
News,  and  have  ordered  the  Atlanta  to  the  same  place. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore ,  Ship  Minnesota. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24, 1865. 
Send  all  the  ironclads  within  your  reach  immediately  up  James 
River.  Answer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfollt,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24,  1865. 
Send  any  of  your  wooden  gunboats  up  the  James  River.  Where  is 
the  Mahopac  (monitor)  ?  Can  not  she  go  ?  Have  the  Rhode  Island  ready 
Thursday,  and  to  await  orders. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Norfollc,  Va. 


*  See  p.  643. 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24, 1865. 
General  Grant  reports  the  rebel  rams  below  tbe  obstructions.  You 
do  not  say  wbat  ironclads  can  be  sent  up  to  attack  them.  Let  there  be 
no  delay.  Where  is  tbe  torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvilf 

Gideon  Welles, 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  CCt  ( tU> 

Commandant  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk. 


[Telegram.] 


Washington,  January  24,  1865 — 8  p.  m. 
Proceed  up  Janies  River  with  all  possible  dispatch  and  assume  com¬ 
mand  of  James  River  Division.  If  your  vessel  will  not  go  up,  leave 
her  and  take  command  at  the  front,  reporting  to  Lieutenant-General 
Grant. 


Commodore  Wm,  Radford 
Commanding  Ironsides , 


Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Hampton  Roads  or  Newport  News. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  January  24,  1865—8:45  p.  m. 

(Received  9  p.  m.) 

All  ready;  shall  leave  at  early  daylight.  Saugus  is  on  her  way  to 
Washington.  Please  send  her. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865. 
Please  inform  me  what  ironclads  you  can  send  up  the  river,  and  how 
soon  the  first  will  start.  They  should  run  night  and  day  until  they 
reach  their  destination. 


U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 


Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  IT.  S.  Navy, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Norfolk,  Ya.,  January  24,  1865. 

Telegram  received.  The  Atlanta  will  be  sent  at  once,  and  the  Iron¬ 
sides  will  follow.  Dictator  not  available. 

J.  M.  Berrien, 
Commandant  Naval  Station. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 
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[Telegram.]  v 

Fort  Monroe,  January  24 , 1865 — 9  p.  m. 

(Received  9:10  p.  m.) 

Your  dispatch,  of  6  p.  m.  is  received.  I  have  sent  the  Atlanta  to  pro¬ 
ceed  up  James  River  as  far  as  possible  and  report  to  General  Grant. 
I  have  also  sent  your  morning  telegram  to  Captain  Berrien,  coin 
manding  navy  yard,  for  the  Ironsides  to  go  to  Newport  News.  I  will, 
however,  immediately  forward  this  dispatch  to  Commodore  Radford, 
commanding  Ironsides.  Torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvil  is,  I  believe,  in 
J  ames  River.  Admiral  Porter  has  ordered  her  to  be  ready  to  go  to  sea. 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore .  Comdg.  Second  Div.  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  24 ,  1865. 

If  it  is  possible  for  you  to  get  over  the  bar  at  Harrison’s  Landing, 
please  run  up  the  river  to  the  extreme  point  now  occupied  by  our  gun¬ 
boats.  I  enclose  you  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  The  importance  of  having  your  vessel  above  is  so  great 
that  I  request  you  will  make  the  effort  to  cross  the  bar  at  the  expense 
of  grounding  your  vessel.  Lest  you  may  not  have  a  good  pilot  for  the 
upper  river,  I  send  one  with  the  steamer  carrying  this. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Thos.  J.  Woodward, 

Commanding  Gunboat  Atlanta. 


[Telegram.] 

War  Department, 
January  24 ,  1865 — 9:10  p.  m. 

Admiral  Farragut  is  ordered  to  City  Point,  and  will  start  for  Annap¬ 
olis  as  soon  as  an  extra  train  can  be  had.  In  the  meantime  Parker  has 
been  removed  and  Radford  ordered  to  take  commaud  of  the  fleet. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  January  24 ,  1865. 

(Received  9:40  p.  in.) 

I  shall  be  truly  glad  to  see  Admiral  Farragut,  but  in  the  present 
emergency  he  can  be  of  no  service,  nor  can  Captain  Radford,  though 
let  him  come.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  about  getting  commanders 
of  vessels  where  you  want  them. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Captain  Fox. 
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[Telegram.] 

.  Washington,  January  24, 1865. 

ibe  Ironsides  and  Atlanta  have  both  started  up  James  River.  The 

fes?eiTh«  adratt  °l  l6  ought  to  reach  City  Point;  the  latter  is 
.  7  Tlje  Saugus  started  from  Norfolk  for  this  place,  but  was  sent  for 
to-day.  I  do  not  understand  where  our  torpedo  boat  is.  She  ought  to 
dispose  ot  all  the  rams  if  they  come  below  the  obstructions.  The  Rhode 
1  stand  one  of  the  fastest  and  best  ocean  steamers,  will  be  at  the  roads 
ready  tor  you  Thursday  morning.  I  can  not  tell  until  to  morrow 
whether  I  can  get  off;  we  are  frozen  up  here.  Will  telegraph  in  the 

i  uiit^i 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

T  ■  ,  .  ,,  ,  ^  Assistant  Secretary. 

Lieutenant-General  Grant.  j 

Captain  Fox  is  waiting  for  an  answer;  so  says  telegraph  operator. 

E.  S.  Parker. 


[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  Va.,  January  25 ,  1865 — 11  a.  m. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 

The  rebel  fleet  ran  up  the  river  last  night,  and  this  morning  passed 
our  upper  batteries,  thus  showing  present  danger  to  be  at  an  end. 
I  will  leave  here  at  10  a.  m.  to  morrow  for  Cape  Fear  River.  Hope  voii 
will  be  able  to  go. 


Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


U.  S,  Grant, 

Li  eu  tenan  t-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  25 ,  1865. 

The  disposition  of  naval  vessels  at  the  roads  which  can  not  go  to  the 
front  is  left  to  the  senior  officer. 

Gideon  Welles, 

,,  ,  Secretary. 

Commodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Minnesota ,  Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Ya.,  January  25,  1865. 

I  will  send  officers  to-night  to  complete  the  obstructions  in  the  river. 
Please  give  them  assistance  and  protection  from  the  navy. 

U.  S.  Grant, 


Captain  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Monitor  Onondaga ,  Jones's  Landing. 
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Lieutenant-  General. 
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[Telegram.] 


Headquarters  Army  [of  the]  James, 

January  25,  1865 — 7  a.  m. 

Sir:  Your  telegrams  of  7  :30  p.  m.  and  10  p.  m.  received. 

The  force  at  the  front  is  as  follows:  Onondaga ,  Massasoit,  Hunch  bad, , 
torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvil,  launch  No.  4,  and  two  tags: 

Morris ,  at  Turkey  Bend;  Eutaw,  at  Deep  Bottom;  Daylight,  at  New 
Market  road;  Miami,  at  City  Point;  Dawn  at  Harrison’s  Bar  and 
General  Putnam  and  Commodore  Barney  at  tne  Appomattox  River. 
We  attacked  the  enemy’s  gunboats  yesterday  and  drove  them  back, 
two  ironclads  and  Ilowlett’s  battery.  I  shall  proceed  to  Hampton 
Roads  to-morrow  morning. 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  o  f  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  \  January]  25,  1865. 

Str:  I  am  relieved  from  the  command  of  the  James  River  Division 
North  Atlantic  Squadron.  If  you  are  the  senior  officer  you  will  please 
to  proceed  to  Aiken’s  Landing  and  assume  command. 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 
Commander ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

U.  S.  8.  Mendota,  James  River. 


Report  of  Captain  Sands,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  information  from  Commodore  Lanman, 
regarding  the  reported  movement  of  Confederate  rams  down  the  river. 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson, 

Off  New  Inlet,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  26,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  received  the  enclosed  note  from  Commodore  Lanman  as 
I  was  passing  the  Minnesota  on  my  way  out  of  Hampton  Roads,  at 
6:30  a.  m.  yesterday  (Wednesday).  The  rebel  rams  had  been  reported 
as  moving  down  the  river  the  day  before,  by  the  arrival  of  the  Don, 
which  was  sent  down  by  Commander  Parker  with  dispatches  for  you 
asking  for  assistance;  and  Commodore  Lanman  ordered  the  Ironsides 
and  Atlanta  up  the  river.  The  latter  was  underway,  standing  up  river 
at  3  p.  m.  Tuesday,  24th.  The  Saugus  had  gone  up  to  Washington 
early  that  day.  The  enclosed  note  is  subsequent  to  Commander  Par¬ 
ker’s  dispatches. 

I  have  140  men  from  the  Colorado,  Brooklyn,  and  Wabash  tor  the 
fleet,  several  officers  as  passengers,  packages  for  the  Malvern,  700 
30-pounder  shell  fuzes,  and  22  barrels  of  powder  for  the  fleet;  also,  a 
mail  for  the  army. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  Sands, 

Captain. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  Malvern. 
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[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia ,  January  25,  1865. 

Admiral  :  It  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  at  1  p.  m.  yesterday  Lieu¬ 
tenant-Commander  -Eastman,  of  the  Don,  came  on  board,  stating  that  lie 
had  important  dispatches  for  you  from  Commander  Parker,  J ames  River, 
with  orders  to  proceed  immediately  to  Fort  Fisher  to  deliver  them. 

He  informed  me  that  the  rebel  ironclad  rams  had  passed  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  at  Dutch  Gap,  and  that  Commander  Parker  desired  assistance. 
Captain  Sands  being  at  that  time  in  my  cabin,  and  would  sail  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  receiving  a  draft  of  men  from  the  Colorado  (I  presume  in  a 
few  hours),  I  transferred  the  dispatches  to  Captain  Sands  and  ordered 
Lieutenant-Commander  Eastman  to  proceed  to  Norfolk  immediately 
and  report  to  Commodore  Radford,  of  the  Ironsides,  the  state  of  affairs 
in  James  River,  with  the  request  that  the  Ironsides  should  proceed  as 
soon  as  possible  to  Newport  News.  I  immediately  dispatched  the 
Atlanta  to  proceed  8  or  9  miles  above  Newport  News. 

At  G  p.  m.  Lieutenant  )  W.  M.  |  Dunn,  aid  to  General  Grant,  came  on 
board,  stating  that  General  Grant  desired  the  Atlanta  to  proceed  to 
Dutch  Gap,  and  I  at  once  gave  orders  for  the  commander  of  the  Atlanta 
to  report  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  and  at  the  same  time  reported 
my  action  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  At  8  p.  m.  I  received  the  fol¬ 
lowing  telegram,  dated  Washington  [January  24],  6  p.  m. : 

Send  the  Ironsides  and  Atlanta  to  City  Point.  There  is  the  danger  among  the 
transports,  not  at  Newport  News.  I  trust  no  navy  officer  will  tail  to  attack  the 
enemy  without  waiting  for  him.  Where  is  the  torpedo  hoat  Spuyten  Duyvil? 

_  ,  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary. 

Commodore  Jos.  Lanmak, 

Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads,  on  board  Minnesota. 

I  dispatched  the  above  telegram  immediately  to  Commodore  Radford, 
with  our  pilot,  to  find  the  Ironsides,  as  I  presumed  she  had  left  her 
anchorage  off  Town  Point. 

At  10  j).  m.  I  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Grant: 

City  Point,  January  24,  1865. 

I  wo  rebel  rams  passed  the  obstructions  before  daylight  this  morning,  but  went 
back  again.  Your  vessels  can  be  of  service,  and  I  was  in  hopes  some  of  them  were 
on  the  way  so  as  to  arrive  here  during  the  night. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Hampton  Roads. 

At  daylight  I  ordered  the  A.  I).  Vance  and  Mendota  to  proceed  imme¬ 
diately  to  City  Point  and  report  to  the  senior  officer  present  or  General 
Grant,  the  Vance  to  return  to  the  roads  as  soon  as  her  services  in  the 
river  could  be  dispensed  with. 

January  26,  1865. 

Yesterday  morning  the  Rhode  Island  was  dispatched  to  recall  the 
Saugus.  The  Saugus  went  up  James  River  this  morning.  The  Rhode 
Island  is  in  Hampton  Roads  waiting  to  receive  Lieutenant-General 
Grant,  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  Am  just  informed  that  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr. 
Fox,  will  accompany  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Comdg.  Second  Div.  North  Atlantic  Squadron , 

and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parker, Off*  S.  Navy,  regarding 

results  expected. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River ,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir:  The  orders  I  sent  you  regarding  detachments  of  vessels  for 
other  points  are  revoked,  and  the  torpedo  boat  will  be  detained  at  the 
Gap.  I  would  like  nothing  better  than  to  have  the  rams  and  rebel 
gunboats  come  down,  with  the  force  you  have  now  with  you  on  the 
river.  1  should  certainly  expect  a  report  that  they  had  all  been 
destroyed  if  that  torpedo  boat  is  what  she  professes  to  be,  and  not  a 
humbug,  as  1  have  found  all  such  contrivances.  You  should  be  able 
to  whip  the  whole  rebel  Navy.  Your  little  torpedo  boats  should  be 
able  to  whip  a  ram  apiece,  and  if  my  instructions  are  carried  out  they 
will  always  be  in  readiness.  What  you  have  most  to  apprehend  are 
floating  torpedoes,  which  you  must  avoid  by  getting  booms  ahead  of 
your  vessels. 

I  should  be  very  much  disappointed  if  any.  vessel  of  your  division 
budges  au  iucli  downstream  owing  to  any  rebel  ram. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division ,  James  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads,  regardii  g 

the  U.  S.  S.  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  26,  1865. 
Sir:  If  the  torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvil  is  now  in  Hampton  Roads, 
you  will  send  her  right  up  James  River  to  report  to  Commander  Parker. 
Respectfully,  etc., 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Senior  Naval  Officer, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Parker,  for  the  detention  of  the 

TJ.  S-.  S.  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  26,  1865. 
Sir:  I  hear  that  the  obstructions  are  washed  away  in  the  James 
River.  Under  the  circumstances  you  will  detain  the  Spuyten  Duyvil. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division,  James  River. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  complaints  of  his  conduct  made  by 

Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S.  Army. 

Hampton  Roads,  Va.,  January  26,  1865. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  24th  instant,  I  arrived  here 
yesterday  afternoon  at  about  4  o’clock  and  reported  by  telegraph. 
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Lieutenant-General  Grant  informed  me  that  he  had  asked  to  have  me 
removed  from  the  command  of  the  James  River  Squadron  for  the  fol 
lowing  reasons,  viz ;  I  had  not  collected  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels 
at  the  front,  and  that  I  had  allowed  the  obstructions  in  the  river  to  be 
removed  by  the  freshet  without  reporting  the  fact  to  him. 

With  regard  to  the  first  complaint,  I  can  prove  that  I  have  constantly 
endeavored  to  have  more  vessels  sent  tome.  I  have  written  many 
letteis  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  to  Captain  J.  M.  Berrien,  commandant 
ot  the  Norfolk  navy  yard,  to  the  naval  constructor,  Mr.  Hanscom,  and 
to  the  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Zeller,  urging  them  to  send  me  more  vessels: 
and  finding  that  there  was  a  deadlock  at  the  navy  yard,  I  sent  the 
G.  S.  S.  Don  to  communicate  with  Rear-Admiral  Porter  and  ask  him  to 
send  me  more  vessels  at  once.  This  I  thought  the  quickest  way  to  get 
the  monitors  up  the  river  to  the  front.  I  can  produce  copies  of  these 
letters  for  the  inspection  of  the  Navy  Department. 

I  had  the  obstructions  in  the  river  examined  after  the  freshet,  and 
the  officer  reported  that,  although  they  had  been  injured,  they  were  not 
passable  for  an  ironclad. 

I  was  not  aware  that  General  Grant  was  dissatisfied  with  me  until  I 
received  your  telegraphic  order  detaching  me  from  the  command. 

I  pray  that  you  will  order  an  investigation  of  the  facts. 

I  kept  the  monitor  Onondaga  out  of  range  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  by 
direction  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  but  when  the  rebel  ironclads  came 
down  in  sight  I  attacked  them  and  Howlett’s  battery.  We  struck  the 
rebel  ironclads  several  times  and  they  withdrew  from  the  fight  and 
went  up  the  river.  We  were  assisted  by  our  batteries  on  shore. 

I  shall  be  most  happy  to  return  to  my  command  in  the  James  River 
or  be  otherwise  employed. 

Nearly  all  the  vessels  in  James  River  are  in  want  of  repairs,  which  I 
have  reported  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter  several  times. 

I  humbly  trust  that  the  Department  will  allow  me  the  opportunity  to 
prove  that  I  have  done  my  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

{Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  26 ,  1865. 

(Received  12:30  p.  m.) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  10  a.  m.  this  morning, 
and  have  reported  to  General  Grant,  as  ordered. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Army  [of  the]  James, 

January  26 ,  1865 — 5  p.  m. 

(Received  7  : 30  p.  in.) 

Arrived  here  last  night.  The  Onondaga ,  Spuyten  Duyvil ,  Hunchback , 
and  torpedo  launch  No.  4  just  below  obstructions. 
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Two  schooners,  coal  laden,  were  sunk  last  night  where  the  ram 
broke  through.  The  rams  are  reported  at  their  old  anchorage  near  h  01 
Darling.  The  Atlanta  arrived  this  morning,  and  is  now  aground.  As 
soon  as  she  is  afloat  she  will  go  to  the  extreme  front.  The  Ironsides  is 

above  City  Point,  on  her  way  up.  . 

I  have  with  me  the  Miami ,  Massasoit,  Eutaw,  and  Commodore  Morris. 
The  engineers  in  charge  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  and  launch  are  both 
absent;  their  presence  is  needed  immediately. 

E.  T.  Nichols. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

January  26,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  telegram  of  the  25th.  All  appears  to  be  right.  Radford 
is  at  his  post  with  ample  force.  Things  do  not  look  well  for  Parker. 

D.  G.  Parragut, 

Vice-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

City  Joint,  January  27,  1865. 

(Received  12: 05  p.  m.) 

I  returned  from  obstructions  at  midnight  with  Admiral  Parragut, 
who  has  left  in  the  Don  for  Annapolis.  A  deserter  informed  General 
Ord  that  some  torpedo  boats  were  in  Jones  Creek,  nearly  opposite 
Newport  News.  The  frigates  at  Hampton  Roads  could  send  a  boat 
expedition  and  capture  the  party.  General  Shepley,  at  Norfolk,  if  con¬ 
sulted,  might  have  useful  information. 

AYm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  January  27,  1865. 

Have  investigated  the  absence  of  engineer  from  Spuyten  Duyvil  and 
launch  and  report. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  retention  of  certain  vessels. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 
Bermuda  Hundred,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  took  command  of  the  James  River  flotilla, 
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and  in  view  of  the  difficulties  here  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  tlie 
Hunchback ,  Massasoit ,  and  Spuyten  Duyvil  should  be  retained  in  the 
division  for  the  present. 

I  am  ordered  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  telegraph 
daily  the  affairs  in  the  division,  and  have  done  so  in  regard  to  the  deten¬ 
tion  of  aforesaid  vessels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford,  • 
Commodore ,  Commanding. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron ,  Flagship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Sumner,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Massasoit. 

U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 

James  River ,  Virginia ,  January  24 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  action  of  to-day: 

At  9:50  a.  m.  I  received  the  order  to  get  underway  and  proceed  up 
the  river,  prepared  for  action.  At  10 :  08  a.  m.  was  underway,  and,  pass¬ 
ing  the  U.  S.  S,  Hunchback ,  took  station  astern  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga 
and  proceeded  up  within  range  of  the  swamp  and  Howlett  house  bat¬ 
teries.  At  10 : 12  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared  the  ship  for  action.  At 
10:35  opened  lire  upon  the  swamp  and  Howlett  house  batteries.  At 
11:55  a.  m.  ceased  firing  and  dropped  down  below  Dutch  Gap  Canal 
and  went  to  dinner.  At  12 : 10  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Aiken’s  Land¬ 
ing  astern  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga.  Being  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
time  very  nearly  abreast  of  the  Crow’s  Nest  battery,  of  which  the 
enemy  have  very  accurate  range,  we  were  struck  several  times  by  shot 
and  shell,  but  sustained  no  serious  injury.  Too  much  credit  can  not  be 
given  to  the  officers  and  crew  for  the  manner  in  which  they  conducted 
themselves  during  the  action.  It  being  the  first  action  the  crew  ever 
participated  in,  they  deserve  special  commendation,  acting,  as  they  did, 
like  veterans.  Our  list  of  wounded  amounts  to  five.  For  full  particu¬ 
lars  of  wounded  and  injuries  received  I  would  most  respectfully  refer 
you  to  the  enclosed  reports  of  the  surgeon,  chief  engineer,  boatswain, 
and  carpenter.  Injuries  in  the  sailmaker’s  department  are  entirely 
unimportant.  At  the  first  start  there  was  a  slight  difficulty  with  the 
engine,  which  detained  us  a  few  moments. 

I  am,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Watson  Stjmner, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding  pro  tern. 

Commander  Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commanding  Fifth  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Dlockading  Squadron. 

[Enclosures.] 

U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 

James  River ,  January  24 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  wounded  in  the  engagement  of 

to-day:  ,  . 

William  Mosher,  seaman;  in  head  and  back,  serious. 

Charles  Fogarty,  landsman;  in  shoulder,  slight. 

William  G.  Hudson,  landsman;  in  right  breast,  serious. 
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James  S.  JET.  Black,  landsman;  contusion,  slight.  ' 

Horace  H.  Randall,  boy;  contusion,  slight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  R.  Latson, 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon ,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner, 

Commanding. 


U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 

James  River ,  Virginia ,  January  24,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  action  of  this  day 
the  following  injuries  have  occurred  to  the  machinery  of  this  vessel: 

One  of  the  arms  of  the  starboard  wheel  cut  entirely  in  two,  the  shot 
afterwards  striking  the  cast-iron  bracket  supporting  the  shaft,  break¬ 
ing  out  a  piece  about  10  inches  in  diameter,  driving  it  into  the  timbers, 
and  so  bulging  out  the  planking  on  the  inside  as  to  break  off  some  of 
the  connections  of  the  distilling  apparatus. 

I  am  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  supply  the  ship  with  fresh  water  until  an 
officer  can  be  sent  to  Norfolk  and  obtain  the  required  pipe  to  repair  it. 

The  escape  steam  pipe  was  cut  by  a  piece  of  shell,  but  that  is  already 
repaired. 


The  department  is  ready  for  action. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Levi  R.  Green, 

^  _  Senior  Engineer. 

G.  Watson  Sumner,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer ,  U.  S.  S.  Massasoit. 


U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 

Aiken’s  Landing ,  James  River,  January  24,  1865. 
Sir.  I  have  respectfully  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  this 
morning  the  elevating  screw  of  the  forward  100-pounder  Parrott  rifle 
was  broken. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  B.  Jarvis, 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner,  Aiting  Gunneu 

Commanding  Massasoit. 


U.  S.  S.  Massasoit, 

James  River,  Virginia,  January  24,  1865. 

,  :  \  ^ave  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  received  in  the 

hnnwam  S  dePart“ePt  during  the  action  of  the  day:  Starboard  lower 
boom  topping  lift  shot  away,  also  three  ratlines  of  starboard  forward 

forward  sheer  poffi?  &  P°rt  forward  boarding  netting,  and  the  port 

Respectfully  submitted.  XL  H.  Thayer, 

Lieutenant  G.  W.  Sumner,  bate. 

Executive  Officer. 
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U.  S.  S.  Massasoit. 

James  River ,  Virginia ,  January  24,  1865. 

biR:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  received  in 
the  carpenter’s  department  of  this  vessel  during  the  action  of  to-day 
portsbll0t  thr°Ugh  bulwarksJ  forward  of  the  port  forward  pivot  gun’s 

2.  Shot  passed  through  the  launch,  cutting  in  two  six  oars  and  two 
ooat  hooks,  carrying  away  the  boom  stretcher  and  passing  through  the 
opposite  hammock  nettings. 

Foremast  slightly  damaged  by  fragment  of  shell,  10  feet  below  top: 
starboard  fore  yardarm  slightly  damaged  by  shell. 

One  arm  ot  starboard  paddle  wheel  cut  in  two,  and  a  piece  about  10 
inches  m  diameter  was  cut  out  of  the  cast-iron  support  for  shaft  and 
driven  into  the  ship’s  side. 

Respectfully  submitted.  Geo.  Sweedna, 

T .  x  „  Carpenter’s  Mate. 

Lieutenant  G.  W .  Sumner, 

Executive  Officer. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Massasoit,  Commander  R.  T.  Renshaw,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  24 ,  1865. — At  2 : 45  a.  m.  the  Onondaga  slipped  her  chain 
and  went  down  below  the  pontoon  bridge  and  came  to  anchor.  At  3 
slipped  our  chain  and  stood  up  and  down  the  river.  From  4  to  8  a.  m.  • 
Ship  underway  running  up  and  down  the  river  above  the  pontoon 
bridge.  At  5 :  30  mail  tug  came  down  the  river.  Heavy  firing  along 
the  front.  At  6:  45  heard  the  sound  of  a  heavy  report  up  the  river. 
Picket  boat  returned  and  reported  a  rebel  ram  below  the  obstructions. 
At  7: 15  steamed  up  to  our  anchorage,  got  our  chain,  and  banked  fires. 
At  i  .  30  picket  boat  and  ironclad  torpedo  boat  Stromboli  came  down  the 
river,  reported  one  of  the  rebel  steamers  blown  up.  At  8 :  30  the  Huncli- 
baclc  came  up  the  river.  Received  a  torpedo  from  the  Stromboli.  At 
9 :  30  the  Onondaga  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river.  At  9 :  50 
received  orders  to  proceed  up  the  river  and  prepare  for  action.  At 
10:08  got  underway  and  stood  up  the  river  and  took  our  station  astern 
ot  the  Onondaga ,  within  range  of  Howlett’s  house  and  swamp  batteries. 
At  10:12  beat  to  quarters  and  prepared  ship  for  action.  At  10:35 
opened  fire  upon  the  swamp  and  Howlett  house  batteries.  While 
engaged  with  the  batteries  we  were  struck  8  times  by  the  enemy’s  shot 
and  shell.  Sustained  no  serious  injury.  One  shell  wounded  5  of  our 
men.  At  11:55  ceased  firing  and  dropped  out  of  range.  At  12:15 
p.  m.  came  to  anchor  and  beat  the  retreat.  At  1:15  the  Onondaga 
and  torpedo  boats  came  down  the  river  and  anchored. 


Report  of  Commodore  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmitting  report  of  Lieutenant-Commander 
Blake,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  while  in  temporary  command  of  James  River  Division. 

U.  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

Off  Bermuda  Hundred,  January  28,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake’s 
report. 

As  soon  as  I  arrived  at  this  place,  on  the  26th  instant,  I  took  a  tug 
and  proceeded  to  the  front  and  found  the  Onondaga  close  to  the  obstruc¬ 
tions.  The  Atlanta  came  up  after  my  arrival  and  was  anchored  ahead 
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of  the  Onondaga.  The  Saugus  arrived  next  morning ;  has  been  anchored 
below  the  Onondaga. 

Three  of  the  wooden  vessels  are  anchored  just  out  ot  range  ot  tlie 
rebel  battery  to  support  the  iron  vessels  in  case  of  an  attack.  Before  I 
arrived  General  Grant  had  ordered  the  breach  made  in  the  obstructions 
filled  up  with  two  schooners  loaded  with  coal.  We  are  prepared,  and 
should  they  have  [the]  temerity  to  make  another  attack  you  will,  I  trust, 
hear  a  good  account  of  us. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Blake  I  found  in  command  ot  tlie  Onondaga , 
and  have  kept  him  in  command,  which  I  hope  will  meet  with  your 

approval.  . 

I  have  been  constantly  employed  getting  the  vessels  in  their  proper 

places.  , 

There  are  so  many  rumors  that  it  requires  constant  vigilance  to  oe 

prepared  at  all  points. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore,  Commanding  Fifth  Division. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flag  ship  Malvern. 


Report  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Onondaga, 

James  River,  Virginia,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  for  your  information: 

At  daylight  on  the  moruing  of  the  25th  instant  Commander  William 
A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy,  came  alongside  the  Futaw ,  then  at  anchor  at 
Yarina  bridge,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  been  removed  from  the 
command  of  the  division  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
“  You  being  the  senior  officer  present,  I  turn  the  command  over  to  you,” 
and  immediately  left  for  City  Point. 

As  I  was  ignorant  of  the  stations  of  the  vessels  of  the  division  and  of 
the  location  of  the  rebel  rams,  but  learning  that  the  rebels  had  destroyed 
the  obstructions  placed  in  the  channel  at  Trent’s  Reach,  I  presumed  it 
was  their  intention  to  force  their  way  down  the  river.  I  immediately 
left  the  Futaw  in  charge  of  Acting  Yolunteer  Lieutenant  Simmons,  went 
on  board  the  Onondaga,  gave  orders  to  get  the  ship  underway  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  telegraphed  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant  that  I  had 
assumed  command  of  the  division,  and  would  go  up  the  river  and  meet 
the  rams  at  the  obstructions. 

A  short  time  after  coming  on  board  the  Onondaga,  Chief  Engineer 
Henderson  reported  to  me  that  he  would  be  able  to  use  the  port  engines 
(having  succeeded  in  clearing  the  obstruction  which  had  fouled  the 
propeller  while  moving  the  night  previous).  I  anchored  the  Onondaga 
just  below  the  obstructions  and  directed  the  Hunchback  to  take  a  posi¬ 
tion  just  ahead  of  me,  to  protect  the  vessel  against  torpedo  boats,  and 
the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron  out  of  the  direct  range  of  the  rebel 
batteries;  giving  the  commanders  orders  that  the  moment  the  rebel 
rams  made  their  appearance  they  were  immediately  to  come  up  to  the 
support  of  the  Onondaga,  at  the  same  time  impressing  upon  them  the 
vital  importance  of  preventing  the  rams  from  passing  down  the  river; 
that  they  were  to  run  foul  of  the  rams  and  try  to  force  them  aground 
under  the  fire  of  our  batteries.  I  then  turned  my  attention  to  the  tor¬ 
pedo  boats;  not  a  torpedo  on  board  of  them  could  be  exploded;  the 
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powder  in  them  was  renewed  and,  on  trial,  we  found  them  in  working 
order.  I  found  that  both  ot  the  officers  having  charge  of  these  boats 
were  absent,  and  was  informed  that  Captain  Parker  had  telegraphed 
for  their  immediate  return.  At  Aiken’s  Landing  I  found  two  schooners 
filled  with  coal,  which  had  been  sent  up  by  Lieutenant  General  Grant 
for  the  purpose  of  being  sunk  in  that  part  of  the  channel  which  had 
been  used  by  the  rebel  rams.  As  directed,  they  were  sunk  between 
obstructions  Nos.  2  and  4,  north  passage,  which  I  now  think  completely 
obstructs  that  channel.  Three  torpedoes,  of  150  pounds  of  powder 
each,  were  placed  in  line  a  short  distance  above  Dutch  Gap  Canal  and 
Fort  Brady.  I  directed  that  the  large  iron  torpedoes  sunk  by  the 
rebels  at  Aiken’s  Landing  should  be  raised  and  immediately  prepared 
tor  use.  At  7  p.  m.  I  received  a  message  from  Commander  Nichols,  of 
the  Mendota ,  that  he  had  arrived  at  Aiken’s  Landing,  “  Understand  the 
situation;  go  on  with  your  arrangements;  I  will  see  you  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.”  He  came  on  board  at  9  a.  in.,  when  I  turned  over  the  command 
to  him.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  the  ability 
and  energy  with  which  Chief  Engineer  Henderson,  of  this  vessel,  got 
her  engine  in  working  order,  and  the  valuable  assistance  he  gave  "me 
in  getting  the  torpedo  vessels  and  torpedoes  ready  for  use.  I  am  con¬ 
fident  that  I  should  have  received  the  most  hearty  cooperation  of  the 
other  commanding  officers.  I  was  confident  that  by  engaging  the  rams 
at  the  obstructions  we  could  either  destroy  them  or  prevent  their  pass¬ 
ing  down  the  river. 

Hoping  that  my  actions  during  the  short  period  that  I  was  in  charge 
of  the  division  will  meet  with  your  approval,  I  am, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Homer  C.  Blake, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Blake,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 
commending  his  action  while  in  temporary  command. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  4 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  your  report  in  relation  to  the  course  you  pursued 
while  in  command  of  the  James  River  Division.  Had  your  predecessor 
done  as  well  we  should  now  have  been  in  possession  of  the  whole  rebel 
navy  and  on  our  way  to  Richmond.  The  Onondaga  I  consider  a  match 
for  the  whole  rebel  fleet,  and  I  feel  mortified  that  with  all  my  instruc¬ 
tions  I  failed  to  impress  the  late  commander  of  the  division  with  the 
importance  of  acting  coolly  and  energetically  if  an  occasion  offered. 
Your  conduct  meets  my  hearty  approval. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake, 

Commanding  Onondaga ,  James  River. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Eutaw,  Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake,  U.  S.  Navy. 

January  21,  1865. — At  anchor  in  James  River.  At  5:30  p.  in.  the 
Don  passed  up  the  river. 

January  23. — Heavy  firing  heard  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap. 
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January  24. — Heavy  firing  heard  throughout  the 'day  in  the  direction 
of  Dutch  Gap. 

January  25. — At  3  a.  in.  heavy  guns  heard  from  our  own  and  the 
rebel  batteries.  At  3: 30  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the  river. 
Came  to  anchor  at  the  pontoon  bridge.  The  tug  Epsilon  came  along¬ 
side  with  Captain  Parker;  left  at  6:25.  Got  underway  and  steamed 
up  the  river.  Kan  a  line  to  the  tug  Alpha  and  she  started  ahead  of  us. 
At  6:  50  let  go  line  and  anchored  near  Aiken’s  Landing.  The  tug 
Alpha  came  alongside  and  Captain  Blake  left  the  ship  to  take  tempo¬ 
rary  command  of  the  Onondaga  and  this  division,  leaving  Acting  Volun¬ 
teer  Lieutenant  Simmons  in  command  of  this  ship. 

January  26. — Commences  clear  and  cold.  Boats  on  picket.  One 
boat  sent  up  river  in  charge  of  Acting  Ensign  Morgan  to  lay  torpedoes. 
At  3  a.  m.  Mr.  Morgan  returned,  having  accomplished  successfully  the 
laying  of  three  torpedoes. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Hunchback,  Lieutenant  Joseph  P.  Fyffe,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

January  22 ,  1865. — At  8:40  p.  m.  heavy  firing  was  heard  in  a  south¬ 
westerly  direction. 

January  24. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  in.,  heavy  firing  at  intervals  in 
direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  Prom  4  to  8  a.  m.,  steamer  M.  Martin  came 
up  the  river  with  orders  for  us  to  proceed  up  the  river.  Immedi¬ 
ately  slipped  our  cable  and  proceeded  up  to  Jones’s  Landing  and 
reported  to  the  senior  officer  on  board  the  ironclad  Onondaga.  At  9 
the  captain  left  the  ship  and  went  on  board  the  Onondaga  for  further 
orders.  At  9 : 20  Captain  Fyffe  returned  with  orders  to  proceed  up  the 
river  and  attack  the  wooden  boats  of  the  enemy,  if  there  were  any.  At 
9 : 30  the  Onondaga  and  the  rest  of  the  fleet  got  underway  and  proceeded 
up  the  river.  At  10  we  opened  on  the  enemy’s  ironclads  and  battery; 
continued  firing  until  meridian,  when  we  dropped  down  the  river. 
Shell  expended:  IX-inch,  33  10-second,  6  15-second;  100-pounder, 
3  10-second,  4  15-second.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.,  vessel  lying  off 
Dutch  Gap  Canal.  The  fleet  dropped  down  below  Dutch  Gap  Canal  at 
1 : 20  p.  m.  At  1 : 45  p.  m.,  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the  river 
in  obedience  to  orders  of  division  commander.  At  8  p.  m.  came  to 
anchor  below  the  canal. 

January  25. — At  2 :30  a.  m.  heavy  firing  with  muskets  and  great 
guns  in  the  direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  At  3 :  30  saw  smoke  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  the  vessel  and  slipped  anchor  to  be  in  readiness  for  action.  At 
10  proceeded  up  the  river  and  came  to  anchor  off'  Crow’s  Nest.  At 
9:30  p.  m.  two  boats  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  Captain  Fyffe,  Acting 
Master  E.  K.  Valentine,  and  Acting  Master  Sias;  proceeded  up  the  river 
and  returned  at  11 : 30. 

January  26. — At  3  p.  m.  the  rebel  batteries  opened  fire.  Got  under¬ 
way  and  went  down  river. 

January  27. — At  11:20  a.  m.  the  ironclad  Saugus  passed  up  the  river 
and  anchored  astern  of  the  Onondaga. 

January  28. — Clear,  cold  weather.  River  frozen  over.  At  4:15 
a.  in.  got  underway  and  returned  to  our  station  below  the  canal.  At 
2  p.  m.  the  Commodore  Morris  got  underway  and  proceeded  down  the 
river.  At  2 : 30  the  rebels  opened  fire  on  us  from  Howlett’s  house  bat¬ 
tery  ;  we  got  underway  and  steamed  out  of  range. 

January  29. — At  12:30  p.  m.  got  underway  to  proceed  down  the 
Deep  Bottom.  On  arriving  at  the  pontoon  bridge  we  could  not  get 
through  on  account  of  the  ice. 
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Report  of  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Stone,  U.  S.  Navy,  in  temporary  command  of  the  U.  S.  S. 

Spuyten  Duyvil. 

U.  S.  S.  Spuyten  Duyvil, 

James  River ,  Virginia,  January  311  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  several  days  previous  to  the  23d 
instant  I  had  information  from  Commander  Parker,  commanding  James 
River  fleet,  that  the  rebel  lieet  on  the  James  River  was  about  to  descend, 
force  their  way  through  our  obstructions  of  sunken  vessels  above  Dutch 
Gap,  if  possible  destroy  our  fleet,  and  capture  City  Point,  On  the 
morning  of  the  23d  instant,  while  lying  H  few  ships’  lengths  below  the 
u.  S.  S.  Onondaga ,  Commander  Parker  ordered  me  to  get  the  Spuyten 
Duyvil  underway  and  go  above  his  vessel,  as  I  was  no  protection  to  him 
whatever  while  lying  there,  I  obeyed  the  order,  got  up  anchor,  steamed 
a  few  yards  above  the  steamer  Onondaga  and  came  to  anchor.  During 
the  day  I  suggested  to  Commander  Parker  thenecessity  of  taking  a  more 
advantageous  position  by  moving  farther  up  and  more  into  the  left  bank 
of  the  river;  received  permission,  and  moved  the  vessel  accordingly  at 
4  p.  m.,  with  everything  ready  for  action.  About  8  p.  m.  was  hailed  by 
Mr.  Hays,  executive  officer  of  the  Onondaga ,  to  be  prepared  for  imme¬ 
diate  action.  At  9:30  p.  m.  was  again  hailed  by  Mr.  Hays,  of  the 
Onondaga ,  to  go  to  quarters,  which  I  immediately  obeyed,  and  remained 
at  quarters  until  11 : 30  p.  m.,  when  1  was  hailed  by  Mr.  Hays  and 
again  ordered  to  quarters.  A  t  this  time  a  rocket  was  sent  up  in  the 
direction  of  Dutch  Gap.  About  this  time  the  Onondaga  got  underway 
and  dropped  down  the  river  out  of  our  sight.  At  2:30  a,  m.  of  the 
24th  the  torpedo  boat  No.  4,  Second  Assistant  Engineer  W.  [F.]  Fort 
in  charge,  came  down  the  river.  I  hailed  them  while  passing,  but  was 
unable  to  understand  their  reply.  About  3  p.  m.  Mr.  Fort  returned 
with  verbal  orders  for  the  Spuyten  Duyvil  and  torpedo  boat  No.  4  to  go 
to  the  obstructions  and  attack  the  rams.  We  immediately  got  under¬ 
way.  When  about  a  mile  up,  the  vessel  ran  aground;  backed  her  off 
and  started  again.  While  on  our  way  met  the  IJ.  S.  S.  Massasoit  picket 
launch,  who  reported  a  boat  of  some  kind  moving  up  and  down  the  river 
at  the  same  time  they  moved.  I  then  proceeded  up  the  river  to  the 
obstructions,  but  was  unable  to  discover  any  vessel;  remained  close  to 
the  obstructions  until  5:30  a.  in.,  when  we  dropped  down  the  river  a 
short  distance  and  came  to  anchor.  At  6  a.  m.  sent  a  boat  on  shore  in 
charge  of  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  B.  S.  Heath,  who  reported 
two  steamers  and  steam  coming  from  other  vessels,  all  lying  under  the 
guns  of  rebel  batteries.  At  6: 30  saw  a  terrific  explosion  take  place  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  rebel  fleet  and  supposed  it  to  be  one  of  their  vessels 
blown  up.  At  7  a.  m.  got  underway,  proceeded  down  the  river,  and 
came  to  anchor  near  Aiken’s  Landing.  At  10:15  a.  m.  the  U.  S.  S. 
Onondaga  came  up  the  river.  On  coming  near  our  stern  Mr.  Hays 
hailed  and  ordered  us  to  get  underway  and  prepare  the  vessel  for  action. 
We  immediately  got  up  anchor  and  steamed  up  the  river  astern  of  the 
Onondaga.  On  arriving  near  the  obstructions,  I  saw  a  towboat  coming 
from  the  Onondaga ,  and  thinking  they  wished  to  communicate  with  this 
vessel,  I  sent  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer  B.  S.  Heath  on  deck  to 
ascertain ;  received  orders  to  go  within  hailing  distance  of  the  Onondaga , 
which  order  I  obeyed  and  laid  near  her  during  the  engagement  between 
our  vessels  and  the  rebel  steamers,  which  lasted  about  three-quarters 
of  an  hour.  We  then  went  alongside  of  the  Onondaga  and  assisted  in 
towing  her  down  the  river  to  Aiken’s  Landing.  I  will  here  state  that 
on  several  occasions  previous  to  the  rebel  steamers  coming  down  the 
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river,  I  suggested  to  Commander  Parker  tlie  necessity*ot  having  a  pilot 
on  board  this  vessel,  but  was  unable  to  obtain  one  until  the  evening'  of 
the  24th  instant. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Stone, 

Second  Assistant  Engineer ,  Commanding  pro  tern. 

First  Assistant  Engineer  John  L.  Lay, 

Commanding  Steamer  Spuyten  Duyvil. 


Report  of  First  Assistant  Engineer  Lay,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  his  expedition  to  New  York  in 
accordance  with  instructions  from  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy. 

U.  S.  Torpedo  Boat  Spuyten  Duyvil, 

James  River  Fleet ,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Commander  William  A.  Parker, 
dated  January  0,  I  proceeded  to  New  York  to  procure  the  necessary 
shells  and  plating  for  this  vessel,  and  was  recalled  from  there  by  tele¬ 
graph  and  ordered  to  join  my  vessel  at  this  station,  which  I  did  yester¬ 
day,  January  30,  and  immediately  reported  to  the  division  officer. 

1  had  an  interview  with  Lieutenant-General  Grant  on  the  evening  of 
January  4,  and  gave  him  a  description  of  the  vessel,  and  also  stated  to 
him  that  I  had  received  orders  from  Commander  Parker  to  proceed 
up  the  river,  clear  the  obstructions,  and  attempt  the  destruction  of 
the  rebel  rams  as  soon  as  I  could  procure  the  necessary  shells.  The 
general  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  attack  the  rams  until  there  was  a 
cooperative  movement  by  the  Army  and  Navy.  I  mentioned  to  Com¬ 
mander  Parker  the  result  of  my  interview  with  General  Grant,  and 
then  proceeded  north  to  procure  the  necessary  material  referred  to  in 
Commander  Parker’s  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  Lay^, 

[First  Assistant  Engineer J,  Commanding  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

Commodore  W.  Badford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Fleet. 


Unofficial  report  of  First  Assistant  Engineer  Lay,  U.  S.  Navy,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Spuyten  Duyvil. 

U.  S.  Torpedo  Boat  Spuyten  Duyvil, 

James  River,  Virginia,  February  S,  1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  1  wrote  you  at  length  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  late 
raid,  and  also  enclosed  a  copy  of  Mr.  Stone’s  report  to  me.  The  follow¬ 
ing,  I  think,  will  be  interesting  to  you,  and  illustrate  some  of  the  little 
annoyances  we  labor  under  here: 

When  the  Fpuyten  Duyvil  first  came  up  the  river  she  had  on  deck 
twenty-three  loaded  torpedoes,  which  l  was  obliged  to  carry  there 
owing  to  want  of  room  below.  The  Onondaga  could  not  receive  them, 
and  Captain  Parker  would  not  allow  them  to  remain  where  they  were 
and  did  not  provide  any  suitable  place  for  them.  Professor  Maillefert 
kindly  gave  me  permission  to  keep  the  shells  in  his  cave,  a  kind  of 
magazine,  where  he  stored  his  powder  temporarily.  Accordingly,  the 
shells  were  removed  from  our  deck  and  placed  there,  where  they 
remained  until  1  became  satisfied  that  the  dampness  of  the  place  would 
prove  injurious  to  them. 
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There  was  an  empty  canal  boat  lying'  at  Aiken’s  Landing.  Mr.  Stone 
called  upon  tbe  commissary  in  whose  charge  she  was  and  obtained  per¬ 
mission  to  place  them  there  for  the  time  being.  The  boat  was  little 
better  than  the  cave,  but  could  accommodate  a  larger  number,  and  as 
more  torpedoes  were  arriving,  I  accepted  the  gentleman’s  kind  offer 
and  the  torpedoes  were  deposited  there  until  such  time  as  was  necessary 
to  use  them. 

On  my  return  from  the  North,  I  learned  that  the  powder  in  the  shells 
was  damp  and  required  renewing,  which  was  done  under  my  own  super¬ 
intendence.  While  engaged  in  this,  I  found  it  necessary,  after  empty¬ 
ing  the  shells,  to  place  a  little  fresh  powder  in  the  priming  tube  and 
explode  a  cap  in  order  to  guard  against  the  possibility  of  the  shells 
missing  lire.  I  did  this  myself  and  at  a  safe  distance  from  the  powder 
on  the  canal  boat.  Some  one  in  the  meantime  reported  to  General  Ord 
that  parties  were  burning  powder  in  the  boat  and  endangering  the 
lives  and  property  of  persons  in  that  vicinity.  The  case  was  greatly 
exaggerated  to  Commodore  Radford,  who,  in  writing  to  Captain  Nichols 
in  relation  to  the  affair,  suggested  that  the  parties  should  be  severely 
punished. 

I  placed  the  matter  before  Captain  Nichols  (who  is  flag-officer)  in  its 
true  light,  and  the  affair  was  adjusted  with  the  commodore. 

On  the  evening  of  February  G,  Captain  Blake,  of  the  Onondaga,  sent 
for  me  and  stated  that  a  telegram  from  Fort  Brady  informed  him  that 
the  rams  were  moving  down  the  river,  and  that  I  should  have  every¬ 
thing  in  readiness  to  attack  them.  I  immediately  started  down  the 
river  in  a  small  boat  to  procure  more  torpedoes,  as  I  had  but  twelve  on 
board  (all  I  could  stow),  which  I  deemed  insufficient  in  case  we  had  to 
advance  up  the  river.  I  likewise  desired  to  see  Captain  Nichols,  and 
make  one  more  effort  to  procure  a  pilot.  When  I  arrived  at  the  canal 
boat  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  shells  gone.  I  was  informed  by  the 
keeper  in  charge  that  an  army  tugboat  had  removed  the  torpedoes  that 
afternoon,  he  knew  not  where,  but  the  captain  of  the  tug  said  his  orders 
were  to  carry  them  down  the  river  and  stow  them  in  a  magazine,  and 
when  it  was  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  informing  us  of  their 
destination,  said,  in  reply,  that  his  orders  were  to  remove  them  and  not 
hunt  the  whole  river  for  us.  I  at  once  informed  Captain  Nichols  of  the 
transaction.  He  was  perfectly  astonished  and  said  he  would  enquire 
into  the  case  in  the  morning,  which  he  kindly  did.  The  rams  did  not 
come  down,  but  if  they  had,  and  it  had  been  necessary  for  us  to  use 
thirty  or  more  torpedoes,  we  should  not  have  known  where  to  find 
them,  consequently  the  ship  would  have  been  obliged  to  retire  out  of 
action. 

The  above  statements  are  facts,  and  comments  are  needless. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  L.  Lay. 

Chief  Engineer  W.  W.  W.  Wood,  U.  S.  Navy, 

New  York  City. 


Report  of  Commander  Parker,  IT.  S.  Navy. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2Gth  instant. 

When  the  rebel  rams  came  down  the  river  I  ordered  both  torpedo 
boats  to  endeavor  to  destroy  them,  but  they  failed  to  do  so.  The  reason 
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assigned  was  unsatisfactory.  The  Spuyten  Duyvil  'was  in  charge  of 
Acting  Second  Assistant  Engineer  [0.  H.]  Stone,  Mr.  John  L.  Lay 
being  absent  in  New  York  after  shells  and  other  apparatus.  The 
steam  picket  cutter  was  in  charge  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  [W.  H.] 
Bolton  and  Second  Assistant  Engineer  [W.  F.j  Fort,  of  the  Onondaga. 

I  moved  the  Onondaga  below  the  pontoon  bridge  because  I  thought 
there  would  be  more  room  to  maneuver  the  vessel,  and  to  avoid  the 
batteries  bearing  on  Dutch  Gap.  The  vessels  now  in  James  Biver  are 
enough  to  capture  the  whole  rebel  fleet  if  they  are  within  supporting 
distance,  but  this  will  leave  several  important  points  exposed.  I  regret 
very  much  that  I  did  not  receive  your  letter  of  the  26th  instant  before, 
in  which  case  I  should  have  remained  at  the  obstructions,  but  I 
thought  my  chances  of  capturing  the  whole  fleet  would  be  increased  by 
allowing  them  to  come  down  the  river  to  the  bridge,  where  I  intended 
to  attack  them.  This  decision  I  now  think  was  wrong,  and  I  beg  your 
forgiveness  for  it.  Only  allow  me  one  more  chance  to  retrieve  my  repu¬ 
tation  and  your  good  opinion,  and  I  shall  be  happy;  one  unfortunate 
mistake  ought  not  to  ruin  the  hopes  of  a  whole  lifetime. 

I  earnestly  beg  that  you  will  grant  me  your  protection  and  patronage 
and  I  shall  be  indebted  to  you  forever,  and  I  ask  one  more  chance  to 
save  myself  in  your  estimation. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  A.  Parker, 

Commander. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Abstract  log  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Onondaga. 

January  23 ,  1865.— At  8:30  p.  m.  heard  heavy  firing  in  the  direction 
of  Fort  Brady  and  Ilowlett’s  battery.  At  10:30  p.  m.  received  a  dis¬ 
patch  from  the  Signal  Tower,  stating  rebel  boats  removing  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  Trent’s  Beach.  Saw  a  rocket  fired  from  our  pickets;  went  to 
quarters. 

January  24. — All  hands  at  quarters.  At  1:  20  a.  m.  beat  the  retreat. 
Heavy  firing  in  the  direction  of  Trent’s  Beach.  At  2 : 10  picket  launch 
No.  4  and  tug  Alpha  came  down  and  reported  rebel  vessel  below  the 
obstructions.  Tug  Epsilon  came  down  the  river,  went  to  quarters.  At 
3  hove  up  anchor  and  dropped  down  below  the  pontoon  bridge  in 
charge  of  pilot,  got  aground  on  the  south  bank,  ran  a  hawser  to  the 
tug  Alpha ,  who  pulled  us  off.  At  8:30  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  went 
up  river  with  tug  Alpha  helping  us.  Went  up  in  company  with  gun¬ 
boats  Massasoit  and  Hunchback  and  torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvil.  At 
10 : 30  came  to  anchor  in  5  fathoms  off'  Sleepy  Hollow.  At  10 :  45  engaged 
two  rebel  rams,  distant  about  one-half  mile.  At  11:10  oue  left  and 
went  up  the  river.  At  12  the  other  left  and  went  up  out  of  range. 
Fired  from  forward  turret — 5  XV-inch  solid  shot,  3  8-inch  rifle  shot, 
chilled  ends.  From  after  turret — 5  XV-inch  solid  shot,  5  8  inch  solid 
shot,  3  8-inch  percussion  shell.  Hit  the  rebel  rams  several  times. 
Spuyten  Duyvil  and  tug  Epsilon  came  alongside,  got  underway,  dropped 
down  to  Aiken’s  landing  and  anchored.  Had  our  whaleboat  and  two 
dingeys  stove  in  during  the  engagement  with  the  rebel  rams. 

January  25. — Lieutenant-Commander  H.  C.  Blake  in  command,  tem¬ 
porarily.  At  3  a.  m.  tug  Alpha  came  alongside  and  reported  that  the 
Miami  had  anchored  above  the  pontoon.  Heavy;  artillery  firing  near 
Fort  Brady.  The  Hunchback  reported  the  rebel  rams  moving  up  the 
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rivev.  All  hands  employed  in  stripping  schooner  ready  to  sink.  From 
4  to  6  p.  m  heavy  firing  from  Fort  Brady  and  the  rebel  rams.  At  8: 10 
p.  m.  the  schooners  for  the  obstructions  were  towed  up  the  river.  At 
9  Mr.  Hays  returned,  having  sunk  two  army  schooners  in  the  obstruc¬ 
tions. 

January  26.— From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  rebel  batteries  firing  on 
signal  battery.  Vice-Admiral  Farragut  came  on  board. 

January  27. — At  11  p.  m.  the  JEutuid’s  boat  came  down  from  the 
obstructions  with  rebel  torpedo  boat  in  tow. 


Lettei  from  tho  Secretary  of  tlio  Navy  to  tin;  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  regarding 
the  conduct  of  Commander  Parker,  II.  S.  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  the  communications  from  Lieutenant-Gen¬ 
eral  Grant  to  the  Department  concerning  the  conduct  of  Commander 
W.  A.  Parker.  You  will  enquire  into  such  matters  as  naturally  suggest 
themselves  upon  examination  of  these  papers.  Also  why  the  Saugus 
was  not  brought  to  the  front  and  also  why  Commander  Parker  did  not 
inform  the  Department  of  his  situation  and  inability  to  obtain  neces¬ 
sary  assistance. 

Very  respectfully,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  C.  H.  Bell, 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  commandant  navy  yard,  Norfolk,  to  proceed  to  the 
examination  of  officers  in  the  case  of  Commander  Parker,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  February  6, 1865. 


Sir:  The  steamer  Baltimore  is  placed  at  your  disposal  to  euable  you 
to  go  to  the  front  and  examine  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  such 
officers  of  the  Navy  and  Army  as  are  cognizant  of  any  information  con¬ 
cerning  the  late  movements  of  the  rebel  vessels. 

It  is  important  for  the  honor  of  the  Navy  that  a  full  and  impartial 
enquiry  should  be  made,  especially  as  to  the  absence  of  officers  and  the 
commander  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvil,  her  condition  for  service,  and  all 
other  vessels;  whether  the  senior  officer  sent  for  the  commander  of  the 
Spuyten  Duyvil  after  he  learned  that  the  rebel  vessels  were  coming; 
whether  he  informed  the  Department  that  a  raid  was  expected ;  whether 
he  dropped  down  in  the  Onondaga  on  the  approach  of  the  rebel  vessels; 
whether  the  Atlanta,  Ironsides ,  and  Saugus  were  sent  for,  and  at  what 
time  after  Lieutenant  General  Grant  notified  the  senior  officer  that  the 
rebels  were  expected;  whether  the  Atlanta  and  Ironsides  were  ordered 
to  Newport  News,  and  if  so,  by  whom  and  for  what  reason;  and  all 
other  information  tending  to  elucidate  the  subject,  together  with  the 
opinion  of  the  court  upon  the  conduct  of  the  officers,  the  condition  of  the 
vessels,  and  particularly  whether  any  offi  er  has  violated  the  ninth  or 
tenth  sections  of  article  third,  of  the  Rules  for  the  Goverument  of  the 
Navy. 

Very  respectfully, 


Gideon  Welles, 

\ Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commodore  Chas.  H.  Bell,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Nary  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va, 
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Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S,  Navy,  to  Commander  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Cape  Fear  River,  February  14,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  31st  ultimo,  and  although  I  can 
well  feel  for  you  and  regret  the  position  in  which  you  have  been  placed, 
I  do  not  feel  that  1  can  do  anything  in  the  matter  until  a  court  of  enquiry 
decides  in  relation  to  the  motives  or  necessity  which  induced  you  t  > 
leave  the  station  assigned  the  Onondaga. 

No  man  ever  had  a  better  chance  than  you  had  to  make  yourself 
known  to  the  world,  and  the  enemy  presented  you  with  the  opportunity 
I  have  been  so  long  desirous  of  meeting. 

As  the  Department  has  taken  this  matter  in  charge,  I  prefer  leaving 
it  in  their  hands,  and  if  your  motives  were  such  as  you  represent  them, 
I  trust  that  you  will  be  able  to  make  a  court  of  enquiry  satisfied  ou 
that  point. 

The  Department  could  pursue  but  one  course  in  your  case;  private 
considerations  must  give  way  to  the  public  good,  and  it  must  have  been 
as  mortifying  to  them  as  it  was  to  me  to  see  such  an  opportunity  lost 
of  destroying  the  whole  rebel  fleet,  to  say  nothing  of  the  odium  brought 
upon  the  Navy. 

We  now  know  that  all  those  rams  were  at  our  mercy,  and  if  we  had 
lost  the  Onondaga  in  the  struggle,  we  would  have  been  amply  repaid 
by  the  result,  if  we  had  destroyed  them. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  A.  Parker,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Norfolk,  Va. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  IT.  S.  Navy,  regarding  injuries  to  one  of  the  Confederate  iron¬ 
clads  by  shot  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga. 

Washington  City,  April  25,  1865. 

Sir:  While  in  Richmond  I  met  a  person  who  informed  me  that  he 
had  served  as  pilot  on  board  one  of  the  ironclads  (rebel)  which  came 
down  to  attack  our  forces.  He  stated  that  one  shot  (solid)  from  the 
Onondaga  passed  through  both  sides  of  the  one  with  which  he  was 
engaged,  inflicting  serious  injury  to  the  hull  and  killing  and  wounding 
several  of  the  crew.  One  XV-incli  shell  from  the  Onondaga’s  gun 
struck  the  same  ironclad  on  the  knuckle  and  the  shell  entered  3  or  4 
feet,  but,  not  exploding,  did  no  material  damage.  Another  (solid)  shot 
is  said  to  have  struck  the  same  ironclad  on  the  casemate,  shattering  it 
very  much.  The  three  shots  mentioned  so  disabled  the  rebel  vessel 
that  she  could  not  have  gone  into  action.  I  merely  mention  what  was 
told  me  and  which  I  believe  to  be  true.  It  shows  the  effect  of  the  XV- 
inch  shot  on  heavy  built  works. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Extract  from  report  of  Colonel  Abbot,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  siege  artillery. 

Headquarters  Siege  Artillery, 
Broadway  Landing,  Va.,  March  4,  1865. 

Major:  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  report,  heretofore 
delayed  by  my  absence,  of  the  operations  of  my  command  during  the 
action  with  the  rebel  fleet  in  January  last,  and  would  request  that  it 
may  be  forwarded  to  department  headquarters,  with  a  favorable  en¬ 
dorsement  upon  my  application  for  brevets  for  the  officers  command¬ 
ing  the  batteries: 

the  night  of  January  23,  1865,  three  rams,  the  wooden  guuboat 
JJrewry ,  a  small  steam  torpedo  boat,  and  perhaps  more,  passed  Fort 
Brady  about  8  p.  m.,  under  cover  of  the  darkness.  They  received  about 
twenty- five  shots  from  the  fort — armament,  two  100-pounder  Parrotts 
and  three  30  pouuder  Parrotts.  The  fort  was  instantly  opened  upon 
by  the  rebel  land  batteries,  mounting  some  dozen  guns,  and  their  fire 
soon  disabled  one  of  the  100-pounder  guns.  The  fleet  passed  on  to  a 
point  near  the  rebel  Howlett’s  battery,  out  of  range  of  Fort  Brady. 
My  batteries  below  Fort  Brady  were  three  in  number:  Parsons  and 
Wilcox — armament,  one  100-pounder  Parrott  and  one  X-inch  sea-coast 
mortar ;  Spofford— armament,  one  32-pounder  Parrott,  placed  in  posi¬ 
tion  about  7  a.  m.;  and  Sawyer — armament,  one  100-pounder  Parrott 
and  two  X-inch  sea-coast  mortars.  About  10  p.  m.  a  ram  succeeded  in 
reaching  and  began  removing  the  obstructions,  receiving  31  shots  from 
the  mortar  in  Wilcox  and  9  from  those  in  Sawyer,  with  musketry  fire 
from  all  the  spare  artillerymen  while  so  engaged.  At  3  a.  m.  one  ram 
passed  the  obstructions  and  anchored  about  600  yards  above  Sawyer, 
where  she  remained  for  45  minutes.  This  position  was  only  exposed  to 
mortar  fire.  One  shell  fired  at  60  degrees  elevation  struck  her,  and 
she  immediately  moved  up  the  river;  19  shells  had  been  fired  at  her 
while  lying  in  this  position.  During  the  night  44  rounds  from  the  100- 
pounder  and  24  rounds  from  the  mortar  in  Parsons  and  Wilcox  and  3 
rounds  from  the  100-pounder  in  Sawyer  were  fired  at  the  fleet  above 
the  obstructions.  The  darkness  prevented  the  effect  of  this  fire  from 
being  known. 

At  daylight  two  rams  and  the  Drewry  were  discovered  aground  near 
left  bank,  some  1,500  yards  above  Parsons.  Fire  was  at  once  opened 
from  that  battery  with  long  percussion  shell  from  the  100-pounder. 
The  second  shot  struck  the  Drewry  and  the  third  exploded  her  magazine, 
completely  destroying  her.  The  following  table  shows  the  fire  upon 
the  fleet  after  daylight,  before  it  escaped  up  the  river,  about  noon: 


Battery. 

Commanding  officer. 

100-pounder. 

X-inch  sea- 
coast  mortar. 

30pounder 

Parrott. 

Range. 

Fired. 

Hit. 

Fired. 

Hit. 

2 

Fired. 

Hit. 

Parsons  and  W ilcox  .... 

Spofford  . 

Lieut.  H.  A.  Pratt,  1st 
Conn.  Art. 

Lieut.  C.  N.  Silliman, 
1st  Conn.  Art. 

Lieut.  E.  P.  Mason,  1st 
Conn.  Art. 

57 

30 

25 

Yards. 

1,500 

1,800 

2,  500 

62 

27 

21 

7 

31 

2 

Total  . 

78 

37 

56  4 

62 

27 

As  soon  as  the  rams  could  get  afloat  they  retreated  out  of  range,  near 
Howlett’s  battery,  leaving  the  torpedo  boat  aground.  About  3  a.  m.  on 
the  25th  they  escaped  up  the  river  past  Fort  Brady,  receiving  a  number 
of  rounds  in  the  darkness,  several  of  which  struck  them. 


660  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

The  ammunition  used  in  this  engagement  consisted  in  part  of  solid 
shot  and  in  part  of  shell— percussion  and  time— and  case.  I  n fortu¬ 
nately,  the  line  of  fire  when  the  rams  were  aground  was  oblique,  and  the 
projectiles  glanced  off  without  penetrating.  Officers  on  picket  directly 
opposite,  however,  report  that  the  armor  was  started  and  partially 
ripped  off  in  a  number  of  places.  During  the  firing  my  batteries,  espe¬ 
cially  Forts  Brady  and  Parsons  and  Wilcox,  were  under  a  very  heavj-  fire 
from  the  rebel  land  batteries.  Three  men  were  killed  in  the  former,  and 
a  large  number  slightly  injured  from  fragments,  etc.  _  The  total  firing, 
including  those  fired  in  reply  to  the  rebel  land  batteries,  was  about  500 
founds  of  siege  ammunition.  Lieutenant  W.  G.  Ball,  Thirteenth  kew 
York  Artillery,  also  moved  a  20-pounder  Parrott  (field  gun)  to  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  fired  85  rounds  a-t  a  range  of  about  1,400  yards,  with 
creditable  zeal. 

In  my  judgment,  the  determined  reception  which  the  rebel  fleet 
received  from  my  batteries,  joined  to  the  difficulties  of  navigation, 
which  under  this  fire  they  could  not  overcome,  saved  this  army  Irom  a 
serious  disaster.  The  fire  of  the  rebel  land  batteries  upon  mine  was 
very  severe.  Several  guns  were  struck;  three  shells  passed  nearly 
through  the  parapet  of  Fort  Brady  and  by  their  explosion  knocked 
down  many  men  with  fragments  of  the  revetment.  In  all  batteries 
the  rebel  fire  was  effective. 

^  *****  * 

I  would  also  request  that  a  medal  of  honor  may  be  bestowed  upon 
Sergeant  George  L.  Fox,  Company  H,  First  Connecticut  Artillery,  for 
his  coolness,  under  a  heavy  fire,  in  pointing  the  pie,ce  which  blew  up 
the  gunboat  Drewry.  He  afterward  struck  the  ram  six  times  in  succes¬ 
sion  at  a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Henry  L.  Abbot, 

Colonel  First  Connecticut  Artillery ,  Commanding  Siege  Artillery. 

Brevet  Major  George  A.  Hicks, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General ,  Bermuda  Hundred  Defenses. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Pratt,  TJ.  S.  Army,  commanding  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox. 

Battery  Parsons,  Va.,  January  38,  1865. 

Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox  in  the  late  engage¬ 
ment  with  the  rebel  rams: 

About  10  p.  m.,  January  23,  intelligence  was  brought  that  one  ram 
had  passed  the  picket  line  and  that  another  was  in  sight.  Owing  to 
the  extreme  darkness  they  were  not  visible  from  my  batteries  until  close 
at  hand.  One  was  so  far  down  that  my  gun  could  not  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  it.  I  therefore  opened  on  the  lower  one  with  my  mortar  and 
on  the  river  above  with  my  100-pouuder.  The  lower  one  put  out  anchor 
at  the  obstructions  and  began  to  clear  a  passage.  I  placed  six  men  at 
the  river  edge  to  watch  them.  To  annoy  the  working  party,  my  spare 
men  opened  with  musketry.  Lieutenant  Bergin,  in  charge  of  the  mortar, 
fired  31  rounds  at  the  obstructions;  of  these  29  burst  a  few  feet  above 
the  water,  just  over  the  obstructions;  2  did  not  burst.  At  about  mid¬ 
night  the  first  ram  passed  the  obstructions,  and  was  soon  followed  by 
a  second.  Meantime  the  fire  from  the  100-pounder  continued,  but 
«wing  to  the  darkness  it  was  impossible  to  observe  the  effect.  After 
an  hour  or  two  the  rams  returned  and  proceeded  a  short  distance  up 
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the  river.  The  other  boats  were  reported  as  lying  together  under  How- 
lett’s  battery,  landing  troops  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  Both  bat¬ 
teries  continued  their  fire  until  morning,  the  mortar  firing  with  long 
fuzes  at  the  rams ;  the  gun  directing  an  occasional  shell  at  the  rams 
when  their  smoke  revealed  their  position,  but  mostly  using  case  shot 
to  annoy  the  supposed  landing  party;  solid  shot  were  reserved  for  day¬ 
light.  The  night  firing  was  very  uncertain,  as  there  was  no  means  of 
correcting  the  range.  It  is  probable  that  several  shots  from  the  gun 
may  have  struck  the  rams,  as  they  wTere  heard  to  strike  and  ricochet, 
and  it  was  observed  during  the  day  that  shots  which  struck  the  water 
did  not  ricochet.  During  the  night  44  rounds  were  fired  from  the  gun, 
55  from  the  mortar — 31  at  the  obstructions,  as  before  stated,  the  remain¬ 
ing  24  at  the  rams  on  their  return  from  below.  At  daybreak  I  disco v- 
eied  that  two  rams  and  one  wooden  gunboat  were  apparently  aground 
on  the  left  side  of  the  James.  The  largest  ram  and  the  gunboat  were 
together,  the  boat  partly  behind  the  ram.  Some  300  or  400  yards  to 
the  right  was  the  smaller  ram.  I  estimated  the  distance  from  Battery 
Parsons  at  about  1,500  yards.  The  rams  were  so  situated  that  the  line 
of  fire  from  my  battery  was  very  far  from  perpendicular  to  their  broad¬ 
side;  this  caused  the  projectiles  to  easily  glance  off.  As  soon  as  the 
breech  sight  could  be  used,  I  opened  with  long  percussion  shell,  Ser¬ 
geant  Fox  pointing  the  gun;  the  second  shell  struck  the  wooden  boat; 
the  third,  fired  at  an  elevation  of  four  degrees,  penetrated  it,  causing 
a  magnificent  explosion.  As  soon  as  the  smoke  lifted,  struck  the  ram 
with  a  percussion  shell,  which  bounded  off;  we  then  tried  solid  shot. 
Of  6  fired  at  the  larger  ram,  1  did  not  take  the  grooves;  5  struck  it  fair. 
I  then  directed  to  fire  at  the  smaller  ram,  Corporal  Hunt  pointing.  Of 

9  solid  shots,  1  did  not  take  the  grooves,  1  went  over,  7  struck  the  ram. 
I  then  used  long  shell  again,  next  short  shell,  last  case  shot.  Fired  in 
all,  after  daybreak,  from  the  100-pounder,  57  rounds.  While  firing  the 
last  14,  the  rams  were  in  motion  and  the  last  disappeared  as  I  fired  my 
last  round.  Of  the  43  rounds  fired  at  the  boat  and  rams  while  station¬ 
ary,  3  did  not  take  the  grooves,  4  went  over,  10  fell  a  little  short,  26 
struck  fair.  Of  the  14  fired  while  the  rams  were  moving,  4  struck  fair, 

10  fell  short.  Probably  nearly  every  shot  would  have  struck  the  mark 
had  1  not  been  obliged  to  change  the  ammunition  so  many  times;  some 
which  fell  short  struck  the  rams,  1  thiuk,  below  their  water  line.  I 
wished,  if  possible,  to  get  under  their  armor.  I  deem  the  long  shell 
superior  in  accuracy  to  the  other  ammunition ;  solid  shot  come  next. 
Out  of  13  solid  shot  which  took  the  grooves  after  daybreak,  only  1 
failed  to  strike  the  rams.  Sergeant  Fox  struck  them  6  times  in  suc¬ 
cession,  Corporal  Hunt  five,  with  long  shell  and  solid  shot.  During 
the  forenoon  25  mortar  shells  were  fired  with  long  fuzes.  Two  struck 
a  ram,  others  struck  very  close;  the  charge  used  was  2  pounds  and 
upward.  The  engagement  closed  about  noon,  the  24th,  the  flood  tide 
enabling  the  rams  to  float.  The  rebel  land  batteries  opened  on  Battery 
Parsons  with  mortars,  columbiads,  and  light  pieces,  about  a  dozen  in 
number;  the  smaller  ram  fired  1  shot,  the  only  one  fired  by  the  rebel 
navy.  Officers  on  picket  directly  opposite  the  rams  state  that  most  of 
my  shots  glanced  off,  but  that  the  armor  of  the  rams  was  started  and 
partially  ripped  off  in  a  number  of  places. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  Pratt, 

First  Lieutenant,  First  Connecticut  Artillery , 

Commanding  Batteries  Parsons  and  Wilcox, 
Lieutenant  T.  J.  Beers, 

Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
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Finding  of  a  court-martial  in  the  case  of  Commander  William  A.'Farker,  U.  S.  Navy. 

At  a  naval  general  court-martial,  convened  on  board  the  United 
States  steamer  Baltimore ,  in  James  River,  Virginia,  March  18, 1865, 
Commander  William  A.  Parker,  of  the  Navy,  was  tried  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  charges  and  specifications : 

Charge  I :  Violation  of  the  ninth  section  of  article  third  of  the  Rules  for  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  of  the  Navy. 

Specification  1st— In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  24th  day  of  January,  1865,  the  said 
Commander  William  A.  Parker,  at  that  time  commanding  the  division  of  James 
River,  and  being  on  board  the  II.  S.  S.  Onondaga,  then  lying  below  and  near  to  cer¬ 
tain  obstructions  which  had  been  placed  in  James  River  to  impede  the  progress  of 
rebel  vessels  in  coming  down  the  river,  reliable  information  having  been  given  him 
that  vessels  belonging  to  the  rebels  were  coming  down  the  river  and  were  engaged 
in  removing  said  obstructions,  did  withdraw  himself,  and  did  order  the  U.  S.  S. 
Onondaga  to  move  down  the  river  out  of  all  exposure  to  danger  from  the  vessels  of 
the  rebels  and  from  their  batteries  and  guns  on  shore,  thereby  allowing  the  said 
obstructions  to  be  in  part  removed,  the  purpose  and  design  of  said  obstructions  to 
be  defeated,  and  the  vessels  of  the  rebels  to  pass  and  repass  the  point  so  obstructed, 
to  the  great  peril  of  the  property  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  safety  of  its  mili¬ 
tary  forces,  therein  withdrawing  from  and  keeping  out  of  danger  to  which  he  should 
have  exposed  himself. 

Specification  Sd. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  2d  day  of  December,  1864,  the  said 
Commander  William  A.  Parker,  then,  and  from  that  day  until  the  24th  day  of  Jan¬ 
uary,  1865,  being  in  command  of  a  certain  division  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
known  as  the  Division  of  James  River,  and  having  received  from  Rear-Admiral 
David  D.  Porter,  then  commanding  said  squadron,  orders  in  these  words,  “The 
picket  boats  must  always  be  kept  in  readiness  at  night,  with  their  torpedoes  ready 
for  instant  service,  and  if  an  ironclad  should  come  down  they  must  destroy  her,  even 
if  they  are  all  sunk.  For  this  purpose  you  must  select  men  of  nerve  to  command 
them,  who  will  undertake  anything,  no  matter  how  desperate,”  did  not  obey  said 
specific  orders,  nor  auy  one  of  them,  thus  failing  properly  to  observe  the  orders  of 
his  commanding  officer  and  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  carry  them  into  execution 
when  ordered  to  prepare  for  battle. 

Charge  II :  Failing  to  do  his  utmost  to  overtake  and  capture  or  destroy  a  vessel 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  encounter. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  on  or  about  the  24th  of  January,  1865,  the  said  Com¬ 
mander  William  A.  Parker,  then  commanding  the  navy  division  of  James  River, 
knowing  that  certain  vessels  of  the  enemy  were  coming  down  the  James  River  and 
toward  the  point  where  he  then  was,  did  order  the  U.  S.  S.  Onondaga,  on  board  of 
which  vessel  he  then  was,  to  be  moved  down  the  river  and  away  from  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy  for  the  discreditable  purpose  of  avoiding  an  encounter  with  said  vessels. 

In  this  case  the  court  found  that  so  much  of  the  second  specification 
of  the  first  charge  as  sets  forth  that  the  accused  disobeyed  orders  in 
not  intrusting  the  command  to  men  of  nerve  was  not  proved,  and  that 
so  much  of  the  specification  of  the  second  charge  as  sets  forth  that  he 
moved  down  the  river  “for  the  discreditable  purpose  of  avoiding  an 
encounter  with  the  enemy”  was  not  proved.  With  these  exceptions 
the  specifications  were  found  proved;  the  accused  was  found  guilty  of 
both  charges,  and  sentenced  “to  be  dismissed  from  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States.” 

Appended  to  the  sentence  is  a  recommendation  to  clemency,  sub¬ 
scribed  by  the  members  composing  the  court,  with  one  exception.  This 
recommendation  is  given,  they  state,  “in  consideration  of  the  long  serv¬ 
ice  of  Commander  William  A.  Parker  throughout  an  official  career  of 
thirty-three  years,  and  believing  that  he  acted  in  this  case  from  an  error 
of  judgment.” 

The  action  of  the  court  in  this  case  has  somewhat  embarrassed  the 
Department.  The  second  of  the  charges  preferred  against  Commander 
Parker  is  one  of  a  most  general  and  comprehensive  character.  The 
ways  in  which  an  officer  might  fail  to  do  his  utmost  to  encounter  and 
capture  or  destroy  an  enemy’s  vessel  are  innumerable,  and  as  the  right 
to  a  specification  in  all  cases  is  secured  to  the  accused  by  express  enact¬ 
ment,  it  was  deemed  proper  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  particularly 
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as  the  offense  charged  was  capital,  to  specify  the  precise  manner  in  which 
Oommander  Parker  had  failed  to  do  his  utmost  on  the  occasion  which 
led  to  bis  trial.  It  was  accordingly  charged  that  lie  had  given  a  certain 
order  for  the  discreditable  purpose  of  avoiding  an  encounter  with  the 
enemy.  This  was  the  specific  allegation  against  which  he  was  called 
upon  to  defend  himself.  The  court  have  found  this  allegation  not  proved, 
and  have  thus  virtually  acquitted  the  accused  of  the  charge  of  avoiding 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy. 

The  facts  averred  in  the  specification  of  the  second  charge,  so  far  as 
they  are  found  proved  by  the  court,  are  compatible  with  entire  inno¬ 
cence  on  the  part  of  the  accused  of  any  crime,  whether  moral  or  merely 
statutory.  These  facts  are  therefore  insufficient  in  themselves  to  prove 
guilt.  Yet  the  court  have  found  him  guilty,  and  must  have  inferred  the 
guilt  from  facts  not  set  forth  in  the  specification,  but  which  ought  in 
conformity  with  law  to  have  been  set  forth,  being  material  facts  neces¬ 
sary  to  constitute  guilt. 

All  the  allegations  in  the  specification,  against  which  the  accused  was 
warned  to  defend  himself,  are  either  disproved  or  are  insufficient  to 
prove  guilt,  and  he  is  found  guilty  upon  allegations  of  which  he  was  not 
informed,  and  which  are  not  even  stated  in  the  finding  of  the  court  for 
the  information  of  the  revising  power.  The  legality  of  such  a  finding  is 
too  questionable  to  be  lightly  admitted  to  establish  a  precedent. 

It  is  to  be  inferred  from  the  opinion  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
court,  as  stated  in  their  recommendation  to  clemency,  that  the  sole 
offense  of  Commander  Parker,  at  least  under  the  second  charge,  was 
“error  of  judgment.”  The  Department  is  at  a  loss  to  understand  whether 
the  court  considered  “error  of  judgment”  a  crime  in  itself,  or,  under 
some  circumstances,  a  valid  defense  against  a  proved  crime.  Neither 
position  can  be  sanctioned  by  the  Department.  The  findings  of  the 
court  under  the  second  charge  and  its  specification  are  not  approved, 
and  as  the  sentence,  resting  on  the  findings  under  both  charges,  can  not 
now  be  modified,  it  is  necessarily  set  aside,  and  CommanderParker  is 
hereby  relieved  from  arrest. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army. 


Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  23,  1865. 
General  :  The  squadron  will  not  move  down  this  morning,  but  will 
early  to-night,  if  the  weather  is  clear  enough  to  see  our  way. 

Very  respectfully, 


Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer ,  James  River  Squadron. 


Major-General  G.  W.  C.  Lee,  C.  S.  Army, 

Chaffin’s  Bluff. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  readiness  for  movement  down  the  river. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  23,  1865. 
Sir:  I  conferred  yesterday  with  Major  Pickett,  adjutant- general  to 
Major-General  Pickett,  and  arranged  with  him  for  the  cooperation  of 
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bis  forces  with  us.  I  expected  to  move  early  last  night  with  the  whole 
squadron,  but  was  prevented  by  the  thick  weather.  If  we  successfully 
pass  the  torpedoes,  etc.,  as  far  as  Trent’s  Reach  and  find  there  a  prac¬ 
ticable  channel  through  tli6  obstructions,  I  hope  to  overcome  auy  force 
the  enemy  can  bring  against  us  at  this  time,  unless  we  have  been 
deceived  in  our  information. 

Trent’s  Reach  being  successfully  passed,  I  trust  that  you  will  soon 
learn  the  accomplishment  of  the  chief  purpose  of  our  enterprise. 

The  reconnoissance  night  before  last  afforded  no  satisfactory  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  condition  of  the  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Reach,  except  to 
assure  us  of  the  great  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  making  a  proper 
examination  without  being  observed  by  the  enemy.  If  the  weather  is 
clear  enougii  to  see  our  way,  an  examination  to-night  will  be  made  with 
our  whole  force,  which  ought  to  solve  the  question. 

After  a  diligent  search,  nothing  has  been  found  of  the  torpedoes 
placed  opposite  Dant.zler. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag- Officer,  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail 
regarding  the  distribution  of  officers  of  the  squadron. 


Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir:  The  squadron,  when  it  moves  down  the  river,  will  leave  the  logs 
and  curtains  of  its  torpedo  defenses  and  the  booms  used  for  obstructions 
secured  to  the  south  bank  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff. 

Also  two  lighters  employed  for  raising  vessels,  and  one  as  tender  to 
the  Richmond.  I  suggest  that  the  Shrapnel  be  directed  to  take  this 
property  to  the  navy  yard,  where  it  will  be  held  secure  for  the  use  of 
the  Government  generally,  if  not  for  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

Lieutenant  M.  P.  Goodwyn  has  been  sent  to  the  hospital  on  account 
of  a  sprained  ankle;  Lieutenant  Graves  has  been  assigned  to  duty  as 
flag-lieutenant;  Lieutenants  G.  W.  Read  and  E.  Lakin  and  Master’s 
Mates  Matherson  and  Billups  have  been  assigned  to  the  three  steam 
torpedo  boats  Scorpion,  Hornet,  and  Wasp,  attached  to  the  squadron  • 
Master  Williamson  to  the  Virginia;  Master  P.  W.  Smith  to  the  tem¬ 
porary  command  of  the  Torpedo  while  Lieutenant  Bell  continues  sick. 
Master  G.W.  Smith,  having  no  knowledge  of  the  duties  of  master  of  a 
ship,  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  Boatswain  Gauleyat  Semmes  Subma¬ 
rine  Torpedo  Battery. 

Second  Assistant  Engineer  A.  J.  Schwartzman  has  been  assigned  to 
the  Fredericksburg,  and  Third  Assistant  Engineers  J.  W.  Tomlinson  and 
James  K.  Langhorne  to  the  Richmond  and  Virginia, 

First  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Hudgins  has  this  day  been  transferred  from 
the  Virginia  to  the  Richmond, 


1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer,  James  River  Squadron, 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Ravy, 

Office  o /  Orders  and  Detail,  G.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 


665 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

Memorandum  of  movements  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Virginia. 

Flagship  Virginia,  January  23, 1865. 

Got  underway  at  7:04p.m.;  went  to  quarters  at  7:15p.m.;  guns 
run  lu  7. -I  p.  m.;  passed  Battery  Semmes  at  7:45  p.  m.:  passed  Cox’s 
Landing  at  S :  lli  p,  m.;  the  Torpedo  touched  the  north  shore,  carrying 
away  her  lasts,  and  the  Nansemond  was  cut  adrift  with  orders  to  tow 
her  off  at  8:30  p.  m.;  passed  Dutch  Gap  Canal  at  8:35  p.  m. 

January  24, 1865. 

The  flag-officer  returned  from  an  examination  at  1:45  a.  m.  The 
Fredericksburg  passed  through  while  he  was  there;  he  found  not  less 
than  lOifeetot  water  in  the  channel  below  the  obstructions;  gotaground 
about  1:20  a.  m.;  got  afloat  11  a.  m.;  Drewry  blown  up  about  sunrise. 

January  25, 1865. 

Returned  to  anchorage  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff  at  7:30  a.  m. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  expressing  regret  at 

delay. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir:  Tour  letter  of  this  date  is  just  received. 

Regretting  that  the  thick  weather  prevented  you  from  moving  last 
night,  I  hope  that  you  will  be  successful  in  doing  so  to-night,  and  that 
you  will  accomplish  the  great  object  in  view. 

It  is  consoling  to  reflect  that  thick  weather  may  enable  your  boats  to 
obtain  desired  soundings  while  it  lasts. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces,  etc.,  James  River. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  movement  of  the  squadron. 

January  23, 1865. 

The  squadron  will  move  down  the  river  at  6,  or  as  soon  after  as  pos¬ 
sible,  so  as  to  reach  Trent’s  Reach  by  9  o’clock.  If  it  does  not  pass 
Battery  Semmes  by  8 : 30  o’clock,  it  will  be  too  late  to  make  the  attempt 
for  this  night,  and  the  courier  at  Semmes,  I  would  suggest,  ought  to  be 
instructed  to  return  with  the  information  to  headquarters. 

To-morrow  night,  the  latest  allowed  for  passing  Semmes  by  the 
squadron,  will  be  9:30  o’clock,  being  forty-five  minutes  later  each  suc¬ 
ceeding  night. 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 


[Endorsement.] 

The  movements  of  the  squadron  depending  on  the  stage  of  the  tide 
as  well  as  the  weather,  the  above  copy  of  a  memorandum  furnished  for 
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the  information  of  General  Pickett  is  respectfully 'communicated  to 
Colonel  Hardaway,  commanding  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  with  the  request  that 
he  will  forward  it,  or  a  copy,  for  the  use  of  Lieutenant-General  Long- 
street. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding 

picket  arrangements. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  24,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowlege  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  this  date. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  picket  arrangement  for  covering 
our  movement  down,  which  will  commence  in  time  to  reach  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  about  10  o’clock  to-night. 

The  signal  of  a  single  red  light  will  be  shown  by  the  last  vessel 
through  the  obstructions,  but  as  your  pickets  must  observe  our  move¬ 
ments  I  would  suggest  that  they  be  directed  to  give  the  information 
you  desire,  so  that  you  may  be  sure  of  obtaining  it  in  time. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flay -Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  requesting 

communication. 

Headquarters  Division, 
Battery  JJantzler ,  January  24 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  send  down  a  boat,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Barron,  to 
ascertain  what  progress  you  are  making,  aud  if  you  wish  the  tire  of 
our  batteries  concentrated  upon  any  one  position  of  the  enemy.  In  fact, 
to  let  us  know  anything  which  you  wish  communicated. 

Suppose,  should  you  pass  the  obstructions,  you  send  up  two  rockets 
in  quick  succession,  pointing  up  the  river. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

G.  E.  Pickett, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Fleet. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  regarding 
the  grounding  of  the  flagship  and  the  recall  of  the  C.  S,  S.  Fredericksburg. 

Flagship  Virginia,  James  River  Squadron, 

Trent’s  Reach,  Tuesday,  January  24,  1865 — 3:30  a.  m. 

General:  I  thank  you  for  the  cooperation  tendered  in  your  letter 
just  received. 

This  vessel  is  aground  and  must  remain  so  until  she  floats  off  in  the 
forenoon,  say  at  10 : 30  o’clock.  At  daylight  we  shall  be  exposed  to  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  without  being  able  to  return  a  shot,  in  all  probability. 
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The  Richmond  (ironclad),  now  near  me,  will  take  up  a  position  to 
return  this  tire;  the  Fredericksburg  (ironclad)  has  passed  the  obstruc¬ 
tions,  but  will  have  to  be  recalled  for  our  mutual  protection.  The  gun¬ 
boats  will  be  ordered  to  take  cover  under  the  trees  opposite  Dantzler 
where  I  hope  they  may  escape  the  observation  of  the  enemy,  or,  at 
least,  find  some  protection  from  liis  tire. 

The  obstructions  are  practicable  for  our  large  ironclads,  and  I  think 
that  I  will  be  able  to  run  his  batteries  as  soon  as  the  Virginia  floats 
again.  The  gunboats,  I  fear,  will  mostly  be  sadly  crippled,  if  not  sunk, 
in  the  attempt,  if  not  before  it  is  made.  Your  batteries,  I  hope,  how¬ 
ever,  may  afford  us  some  protection.  As  we  can  not  pass  before  day- 
light,  you  will  see  us  if  we  succeed,  and  no  signals  will  be  necessary.  ' 

At  present  the  enemy  does  not  annoy  us,  but  at  daylight  he  no  doubt 
will  open  directly  upon  us. 

I  accept  your  offer  to  cooperate,  and  have  no  doubt  it  will  aid  much 
in  protecting  us. 

In  great  haste,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-General  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters ,  Hancock1  s  House. 

P-  S. — I  have  just  learned  that  the  Richmond  is  aground  also. 

J.  K.  M  , 

Flag-  Officer. 


[Telegram.] 


Howlett’S,  January  24,  1865. 

Owing  to  the  grounding  of  the  Virginia  the  squadron  was  unable  to 
pass  the  obstructions. 

Later:  The  Richmond  and  Drewry  grounded  under  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
teries  ;  the  latter  has  been  destroyed.  The  others  will  come  off,  I  think, 
at  high  water  at  10.  The  other  vessels  are  above  this  point. 

J.  Taylor  Wood, 
Colonel  and  Aid-de-Camp. 

President  Jefferson  Davis. 

(Copy  to  Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory.) 


[Telegram.] 

Chaffin’s  Bluff,  January  24,  1865. 

The  Torpedo  gotten  afloat  early  this  morning  and  is  now  with  the 
fleet  near  Howlett’s.  It  was  the  Dreivry  and  not  the  Nansemond  that 
was  blown  up.  I  understand  that  she  was  set  on  fire  by  the  enemy’s 
shells,  and  that  her  crew  escaped  before  she  blew  up.  Casualties  in 
the  fleet  thus  far — 1  man  killed  and  8  wounded.  All  of  the  vessels 
ai  e  now  afloat  and  under  Battery  Dantzler,  and  the  flag-officer  expects 
to  go  through  the  obstructions  at  high  tide  to-night.  The  Fredericks¬ 
burg  was  returned  and  is  now  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron.  I  think 
the  enemy  is  now  trying  to  lay  other  obstructions  little  farther  down 
the  river.  I  have  silenced  Signal  Hill  battery. 

W.  L.  Bradford, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Battery  Semmes. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Pickett'  C.  S.  Army,  regretting 
failure  of  enterprise  and  acknowledging  cooperation. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  25,  1865 — 3  o'1  clock  a.  m. 
General:  On  getting  underway  to-night  to  proceed  down  with  the 
squadron  I  found  that  the  damage  done  the  smokestack  and  exhaust 
pipe  of  the  Virginia  yesterday  by  the  lire  of  the  enemy  will  prevent  her 
being  employed  in  the  expedition,  which  must  therefore  be  relinquished. 

Deeply  regretting  the  failure  of  this  enterprise  from  untoward  cir¬ 
cumstances,  aud  with  my  thanks  for  your  prompt  and  active  cooperation, 
I  remain,  general, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell. 

Major-General  George  E.  Pickett,  G.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters ,  Hancock? s  House. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Flagship  Virginia, 

■James  River  Squadron,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  deeply  regret  that  I  have  to  report  the  failure  of  our  enter¬ 
prise,  in  consequence  of  the  grounding  of  the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond 
on  the  night  of  our  departure,  the  23d,  in  Trent’s  Reach,  but  for  which 
there  was  every  prospect  of  its  succeeding.  These  two  ironclads  were 
exposed  yesterday  morning,  together  with  the  Drewry,  to  the  fire  of 
the  forts,  and  a  few  minutes  before  floating  oft — about  11  a.  in. — to  the 
fire  of  a  double  turreted  monitor  and  two  double-enders.  The  Drewry 
was  blown  up  soon  after  sunrise  by  a  mortar  shell  exploding  in  her 
magazine;  none  of  her  crew  lost,  as  they  had  been  ordered  out  about 
ten  minutes  before,  in  apprehension  of  such  a  disaster.  The  torpedo 
boat  Scorpion  had  to  be  abandoned  in  consequence  of  damage  front 
this  explosion.  The  Virginia  and  the  Richmond,  though  badly  hurt, 
were  not  disabled,  except  the  former  in  her  smokestack  aud  exhaust 
pipe.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance  on  our  way  down  last  night 
in  Trent’s  Reach  to  pass  the  obstructions  it  was  found  that  the  escape 
ot  the  steam  over  the  deck  prevented  the  pilots  seeing  how  to  handle 
the  vessel,  and  rendered  it  impossible  to  see  on  the  gun  deck  while  the 
engine  was  in  operation;  this  rendered  necessary  the  return  of  all  the 
river  ironclads  and  the  relinquishment,  for  the  present,  of  the  enter¬ 
prise,  particularly  as  the  enemy  was  fully  apprised  of  our  intentions, 
and,  having  Trent’s  Reach  illuminated  with  a  Drummond  light,  his  fire 
could  be  as  well  directed  at  night  almost  as  by  day. 

The  propeller  of  the  Hampton  was  fouled  last  night  with  a  small 
chain  by  coming  in  collision  with  the  Virginia  while  she  was  on  her 
way.  down,  and  she  continues  thus  disabled. 

The  casualties  are  5  killed  aud  17  wounded;  among  the  latter  are 
Lieutenants  W.  P.  Mason  and  Edward  Lakin  and  Pilot  William  [W.'l 
Skinner.  L  J 


The  squadron  returned  this  morning  about  7 : 30  o’clock  to  its  anchor¬ 
age  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff.  As  soon  as  practicable  a  full  report  of  its  oper¬ 
ations  since  its  departure  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  will  be  forwarded. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond,  Va, 
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Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  James  River  Squadron. 

C.  S.  Flagship  Virginia, 

James  Inver  Squadron,  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff. ,  February  3 ,  1865. 

feiR :  On  the  25th  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  return  of 
this  squadron  to  its  present  anchorage,  with  a  brief  notice  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  failure  of  the  enterprise  and  the  reason  for  relinquishing  the 
attempt  of  its  prosecution  beyond  Trent’s  Reach. 

On  the  evening  of  the  23d  ultimo,  the  squadron  moved  down  from  its 
present  anchorage  soon  after  dark,  consisting  of  the  ironclad  Fredericks- 
burg  leading,  with  the  gunboat  Hampton  and  torpedo  boat  Hornet 
secured  alongside;  the  Virginia, ironclad,  next  with  the  gunboat  Nanse- 
mond,  tug  Torpedo,  and  torpedo  boat  Scorpion  secured  alongside,  and 
the  iionclad  Richmond  last,  with  the  gunboats  Hrewry  and  Ileaufort  and 
the  torpedo  boat  Wasp  secured  alongside. 

In  this  order  they  passed  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  sharp¬ 
shooters  on  Signal  Hill  and  vicinity,  which  opened  upon  them  in  Devil’s 
Reach  and  continued  until  they  had  passed  the  Dutch  Gap.  On  arriv¬ 
ing  in  Trent's  Reach,  the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond  anchored,  at  10: 10 
p.  m.,  about  half  a  mile  above  the  obstructions,  in  5  fathoms  of  water, 
with  a  kedge  by  the  stern.  Th Q  Fredericksburg  proceeded  at  once  near 
to  the  obstructions  at  the  north  channel,  while  a  sounding  and  recon- 
noitering  party  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read  examined  them. 
He  soon  after  reported  the  obstructions  practicable  on  the  removal  of  a 
spar  which  was  anchored  diagonally  across  a  gap  between  two  sunken 
hulks,  about  two-thirds  from  No.  3  hulk  to  No.  2,  counting  from  the 
north  bank.  While  the  moorings  of  this  spar  were  being  cut,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read  I  sounded  the  channel  about  two 
cables’  length  below  the  obstructions.  We  did  not  find  less  than  2£ 
fathoms  water;  a  slight  freshet  in  the  river  probably  raised  it  about  a 
foot  above  its  ordinary  level. 

At  1  a.  m.  (24th)  I  went  on  board  the  Fredericksburg  and  immediately 
after  she  passed  through  the  obstructions  with  the  loss  of  her  port 
outriggers  for  torpedo  defenses  by  their  coming  in  contact  with  No.  2 
hulk. 

After  seeing  the  Fredericksburg  through,  I  directed  a  light  to  be 
placed  on  the  obstructions  to  guide  the  squadron  through,  and  returned 
to  the  Virginia  at  1:45  a.  m.  To  my  inexpressible  mortification  I 
found  her  aground;  ineffectual  efforts  were  made  with  the  aid  of  gun¬ 
boats  and  hedges  to  get  her  afloat.  At  3 :  30  o’clock  it  was  reported  to 
me  that  the  Richmond,  Drewry ,  and  torpedo  boat  Scorpion  also  we:e 
aground.  The  ironclads  had  been  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water  by  the 
stern  with  hedges  and  were  unfortunately  allowed  to  drag  unobserved 
aground.  The  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  of  those  vessels 
explain  the  circumstances  of  their  grounding. 

The  tide  having  been  at  ebb  for  some  hours,  and  it  therefore  being 
impossible  to  get  the  vessels  afloat  before  the  next  flood,  I  directed 
the  wooden  vessels  and  torpedo  boats  to  take  up  their  anchorage  before 
daylight  opposite  Battery  Dantzler,  under  cover  of  a  wooded  point  of 
land,  which  would  secure  them  from  the  observation  of  the  enemy,  or  at 
least  afford  some  protection  from  his  fire. 

The  Fredericksburg  was  now  recalled  and  ordered  to  take  up  a  position 
above  the  Richmond  to  cover,  if  practicable,  the  grounded  vessels  with 
her  broadside. 

As  anticipated,  at  daylight  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  sharpshooters 
on  the  south  side  of  Trent’s  Reach,  that  had  been  firing  upon  the 
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squadron  without  effect  from  the  time  of  its  arriving  in  the  reach,  were 
now  enabled  to  take  deliberate  aim.  Their  fire  (the  nearest  about  800 
yards)  was  chiefly  directed  at  the  Richmond  and  the  Drewry ,  lying 
close  together  and  in  line.  At  7 : 10  a.  in.  a  shell  exploded  the  maga¬ 
zine  of  the  Drewry,  blowing  her  to  pieces  and  covering  the  deck  of  the 
Richmond  with  the  fragments.  Fortunately,  for  fear  of  such  a  dis¬ 
aster,  the  crew  had  been  taken  on  board  of  the  Richmond  about  15 
minutes  before  the  explosion  took  place,  and  were  thus  all  saved  except 
two,  who  were  killed,  having  gone  to  the  torpedo  boat  Scorpion ,  lying 
alongside  of  the  Drewry.  The  Scorpion  was  badly  damaged  by  the 
explosion  and  was  not  brought  off  when  the  Richmond  floated,  but 
she  subsequently  drifted  off  with  the  high  tide  down  to  the  obstruc¬ 
tions, where  she  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  a  day  or  two  after. 

The  first  night  after  the  return  of  the  squadron  to  its  present  anchor¬ 
age  a  party  was  sent  to  recover  the  Scorpion,  if  possible,  but  the 
approach  to  her  was  guarded  by  an  enemy’s  gunboat  above  the  obstruc¬ 
tions,  and  our  boats  could  not  proceed. 

After  blowing  up  the  Drewry  the  enemy  concentrated  the  fire  of  his 
batteries  upon  the  Virginia ,  and  about  10:30  a.  m.  a  double  turreted 
monitor  and  a  double  ender  appeared  in  the  lower  part  of  the  reach 
and  opened  fire  at  the  distance  of  about  1,600  yards  upon  the  Virginia. 
About  this  time  the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond  commenced  floating,  and 
by  12:15  p.  m.  rounded  the  point  above  and  anchored  with  the  rest  of 
the  squadron.  The  Richmond  received  little  or  no  damage,  but  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  struck  upward  of  70  times,  many  of  them  blows  from  the 
heaviest  rifle  projectiles  and  2  from  the  monitor;  one  of  the  latter, 
probably  a  XV-inch  solid  shot,  and  another,  a  rifle  200  pounder;  the 
effect  of  the  last  two  broke  aud  crushed  in  the  iron,  the  wooden  back¬ 
ing,  clamp,  stanchions  on  port  side  of  shield,  and  on  the  port  quarter 
made  a  hole  entirely  through,  2  feet  by  2J  in  diameter.  The  splinter 
netting  no  doubt  prevented  many  casualties,  only  1  being  killed  and 
2  wounded.  The  monitor  fired  about  7  times  before  we  passed  from  her 
sight.  The  Virginia  received  much  other  damage  in  shield  deck, 
beams,  and  carlines,  knuckle  forward,  port  lanyards,  a  gun-deck  beam, 
and  in  the  starting  of  bolts  and  armor  plates  in  various  parts  of  the 
vessel.  The  smokestack  was  so  badly  cut  up  and  the  exhaust  pipe  cut 
in  two  as  to  allow  the  steam  to  escape  on  the  spar  and  gun  decks,  but 
it  did  not  prevent  the  raising  of  steam.  A  small  Rodman  projectile 
entered  her  open  port  quarter  port,  striking  its  side,  broke  a  clamp  of 
the  forward  gun  (8-incli  rifle),  aud,  passing  through  the  cheek  of  the 
carriage,  exploded,  wounding  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Mason  and  7  men. 
None  of  the  enemy’s  projectiles  actually  penetrated  her  shield.  The  2 
boat  howitzers  mounted  on  her  shield  deck  were  struck  and  disabled 
from  indentations. 

During  the  whole  time  while  aground  neither  the  Richmond nor  the 
Virginia  could  get  a  gun  to  bear  upon  the  enemy.  The  latter,  in  rounding 
head  upstream  obtained  one  shot  at  the  monitor  with  her  Xl-inch,  which 
was  observed  to  take  effect  upon  her.  During  the  afternoon  the  moni¬ 
tor  retired  down  the  river  below  the  Dutch  Gap  aud  disappeared  from 
sight  toward  Yarina. 

Although  our  force  was  diminished  by  the  loss  of  the  Drewry  and  1 
torpedo  boat,  aud  the  disabling  of  another,  and  the  Virginia  consider¬ 
ably  damaged,  yet,  as  her  battery,  except  the  2  howitzers,  was  not 
materially  injured,  preparations  and  dispositions  were  at  once  made  to 
move  down  the  river  as  early  in  the  night  as  the  tide  would  serve. 
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Soon  after  dark  the  enemy  exhibited  a  brilliant  Drummond  light  on 
the  south  side  of  Trent’s  Reach,  near  the  obstructions,  which,  illumi¬ 
nating  the  reach,  would  enable  him  to  direct  his  fire  almost  as  well  at 
night  as  by  day. 

At  9  p.  m.  the  squadron  was  underway,  the  Virginia  leading,  down 
lrents  Reach,  when  her  pilots  (Messrs.  Edward 'Moore  and  Samuel 
v\  ood)  declared  it  was  impossible  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  ship 
m  consequence  of  the  escape  of  the  steam  on  deck  from  the  damaged 
exhaust  pipe  and  smokestack,  together  with  the  dazzling  effect  of  the 
Drummond  light.  The  squadron  was  at  once  brought  to  and  efforts 
made  by  Chief  Engineer  H.  X.  Wright  to  remedy  the  trouble  com¬ 
plained  of,  in  which  he  only  partially  succeeded  by  diminishing  some¬ 
what  the  escape  of  steam  on  the  upper  deck,  while  it  was  rendered 
more  dense  on  the  gun  deck. 

A  council  of  war  was  called,  composed  of  Commander  Kell,  of  the 
Richmond ,  Lieutenant  Commanding  John  W.  Dunnington,  of  the  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  Lieutenant  Commanding  E.  E.  Shepperd,  of  the  Fredericks¬ 
burg,  vrho  advised  the  return  of  the  squadron  to  its  anchorage  below 
Chaffin’s  Bluff  for  the  following  reasons,  viz:  The  escape  of  steam  on 
deck  and  the  Drummond  light  blinding  the  pilots,  the  loss  of  the  gun¬ 
boat  Drewry  and  a  torpedo  boat,  and  the  disabling  of  another  and  the 
gunboat  Hampton ,  and  the  enemy  being  now  fully  apprised  of  our 
movements  diminished  so  much  our  prospects'  of  success  as  to  render 
it  advisable  to  abandon  the  enterprise.  Entertaining  the  same  views, 
I  at  once  made  the  necessary  dispositions  to  return  that  night,  in 
reverse  order,  sending  the  Hampton ,  disabled  by  having  a  piece  of  chain 
wound  round  her  propeller,  ahead,  towed  by  the  Nansemond  and  the 
Torpedo. 

At  2:45  a.  m.  of  the  25th  the  squadron  started  back  and  ran  the 
gantlet  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  sharpshooters  from  Battery  Gar¬ 
nett  to  uear  the  head  of  Devil’s  Reach.  No  serious  damage  appears  to 
have  been  sustained  by  any  of  the  vessels,  although  the  Virginia  was 
struck  several  times  with  heavy  projectiles,  nor  were  there  any  casual¬ 
ties,  though  exposed  to  showers  of  Minie  balls,  upward  of  800  reported 
as  having  been  picked  up  on  the  deck  of  the  Hampton.  The  Virginia, 
the  rear  vessel  of  the  line,  reached  her  anchorage  at  7 : 30  a.  m. 

The  leak  of  the  Virginia  is  now  about  twice  the  quantity  it  was  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  late  movement,  having  increased  from  about  2  to  about  4 
inches  in  12  hours. 

The  Fredericksburg  since  her  return  leaks  badly,  requiring  the 
almost  incessant  working  of  the  ship’s  pumps  to  keep  her  free,  making, 
as  she  does,  from  2  to  3  inches  per  hour.  The  ship  received  a  hard  blow 
from  a  projectile  on  the  fantail  forward,  which  carried  away  the  chain 
cable  and  caused  the  loss  of  an  anchor,  but  this  blow  of  itself  it  is 
scarcely  possible  could  have  caused  so  considerable  a  leak.  Pilots 
Parrish  and  Barnes  state  that  they  felt  the  vessel’s  bottom  strike  some¬ 
thing  as  she  passed  through  the  obstructions  and  one  of  them  saw 
pieces  of  timber  rise  to  the  surface  alongside;  if  they  are  not  mistaken, 
the  leak  may  be  traced  to  this  cause. 

The  safe  passage  of  the  squadron  twice  over  the  beds  of  the  torpe¬ 
does,  placed  by  Lieutenant  Kennon,  C.  S.  Navy,  at  Bishop’s  and  at 
Howlett’s,  shows  that  they  must  have  been  washed  away  by  the  late 
high  freshet  or  that  they  are  harmless.  If  the  enemy  has  torpedoes 
placed,  they  were  rendered  harmless  from  similar  causes,  or,  if  electric, 
our  movement  must  have  been  so  unexpected  as  to  find  him  unprepared 
to  use  them. 
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A  demonstration  was  made  against  the  enemy’s  right  by  General 
Pickett,  and  our  batteries  keeping  up  a  fire  on  those  of  the  enemy, 
operated,  no  doubt,  for  our  benefit,  although  the  enemy’s  batteries  in 
Trent’s  Reach  were  steadily  and  continuously  directed  against  our  ves¬ 
sels  while  exposed  to  their  fire. 

Our  first-class  pilots  have  given  cause  for  complaint.  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shepperd  complains  much  of  his,  on  board  ot  the  Fred¬ 
ericksburg;  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Read  complains  of  Mr. 
Wood,  of  this  ship,  and  the  Richmond  and  the  Virginia ,  being  allowed 
to  drag  aground  after  being  anchored  in  5  fathoms  water,  is  well  calcu 
lated  to  keep  commanding  officers  ever  anxious  for  the  safety  ot  their 
vessels,  and  distrustful  of  the  success  of  any  movement  depending  upon 
the  skill,  coolness,  and  courage  of  their  pilots.  The  Virginia  in  going 
down  on  the  23d  passed  so  near  the  south  bank  as  to  run  the  7  orpedo, 
lashed  to  her  starboard  side,  aground,  and  in  coming  up  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  25th  she  (the  Virginia ),  when  the  fire  of  the  enemy  had 
ceased,  was  run  aground  and  remained  fast  for  twenty  minutes  or  more 
near  the  head  of  Devil’s  Reach. 

In  passing  Cox’s  Landing  the  Torpedo,  having  been  crowded  into  the 
south  bank,  and  remaining  aground,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  L. 
Butt  was  sent  to  the  Nansemond  to  haul  her  off,  but  having  tried  with¬ 
out  success  and  reported  it  impracticable,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
W.  H.  Wall  was  sent  with  the  Drewry  to  perform  the  service.  Much 
to  his  credit  he  got  her  afloat,  and  though  not  requiring  much  effort, 
yet  he  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  and 
brought  her  safely  to  the  squadron  after  she  had  been  abandoned  by 
her  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  T.  P.  Bell,  with  all  her  crew  except 
Acting  Master  P.  W.  Smith,  who,  with  two  men,  bravely  remaining 
steadfast  to  his  duty,  is  worthy  of  special  notice.  A  letter  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant  T.  P.  Bell,  explanatory  of  his  conduct  on  the  occasion,  is  here¬ 
with  enclosed ;  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  me,  and  I  submit  that  his  con¬ 
duct  be  made  the  subject  of  investigation. 

I  am  gratified  in  stating  that  the  commanding  officers  seconded  me 
with  their  best  efforts,  and  from  their  reports  of  our  late  movements 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  the  officers  and  men  of  their  respective 
commands  exhibited  the  skill  and  courage  the  occasion  called  for.  I 
take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  good  conduct  of  my  staff, 
Flag  Lieutenant  0.  J.  Graves,  Midshipman  F.  S.  Kennett,  and  my 
secretary,  J.  W.  Daniel. 

Enclosed  are  the  reports  of  Commander  J.  M.  Kell,  of  the  Richmond; 
Lieutenants  Commanding  J.  W.  Dunnington,  of  the  Virginia;  F.  E. 
Shepperd,  of  the  Fredericksburg;  W.  H.  Wall,  of  the  ill-fated  gunboat 
Drewry;  J.  W.  Alexander,  of  the  gunboat  Beaufort;  W.  R.  Butt,  of  the 
gunboat  Nansemond ;  J.  D.  Wilson,  of  the  gunboat  Hampton;  C.  W. 
Read,  of  the  steam  torpedo  boats  Scorpion,  Hornet,  and  Wasp;  Acting 
Master  P.  W.  Smith,  of  the  tug  Torpedo,  and  of  Fleet  Surgeon  W.  D. 
Harrison,  of  the  casualties,  which  make  a  total  of  5  killed  and  14 
wounded. 

A  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  council  of  war  held  on  the  evening  of 
the  24th,  near  Howlett’s,  is  also  enclosed.  From  the  examination  of 
the  obstructions  and  the  north  channel  in  Trent’s  Reach,  though  hastily 
made,  I  felt  reasonably  assured  that,  but  for  the  unfortunate  grounding 
of  the  two  ironclads,  Virginia  and  Richmond,  the  whole  squadron  would 
have  passed  below  that  night,  and,  as  the  enemy  was  unprepared  for 
the  movement,  there  was  every  reason  to  indulge  the  hope  that  it  would 
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beT  SU(icesrsfn1-.  As  tlie  result  lias  proved  so  unfortunate  for  the 
public  interests,  I  invite  the  closest  scrutiny  into  the  manner  of  conduct¬ 
ing  the  enterprise  committed  to  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Hon.  S.  E.  Mallory,  riag-Officar  James  River  Rqaadron. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Tr«. 


Report  of  Commander  Kell,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding-  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

0.  S.  Steam  Ironclad  Richmond, 

Ojj  Chaffins  Bluff,  James  River  Squadron,  January  2d,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  on  the  23d  instant,  at  0 :  30 
p.  m.  I,  in  obedience  to  order,  got  underway  with  the  gunboats  Drewry 
and  Beaufort ,  lashed  on  either  side  abreast  of  shield,  and  torpedo  boat 
WasP  towing  on  starboard  quarter  of  Drewry,  and  took  up  position  in 
squadron  for  steaming  down  the  river  in  first  order  of  battle:  all  hands 
were  then  called  to  quarters  and  ship  cleared  for  action.  To  avoid 
drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy  I  had  the  battery  run  in,  port  shutters 
closed  and  rammer  holes  stopped  up  onboard  the  gunboats  and  torpedo 
boat  I  asp.  I  had  all  lights  covered,  and  their  crews  lying  close  under 
the  bulwarks  Near  Battery  Semmes  I  was  hailed  by  the  torpedo  boat 
Scorpion,  being  aground.  Dispatched  the  Wasp  to  her  assistance  The 
U  asp  return ed ,  reporting  she  had  hauled  the  Scorpion  off.  She  was 
immediately  after  run  into  by  her,  carrying  away  her  torpedo  pole,  thus 
disabling  her  for  further  service  as  a  torpedo  boat.*  At  8:30  p.  m.  the 
enemy’s  battery  at  Signal  Hill  opened  onus,  all  of  their  shot  passing 
over  us,  their  pickets  at  the  same  time  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry. 
At  11:45  p.  m.  anchored  in  position  with  a  kedge  from  the  stern  in  5 
fathoms  in  Trent’s  Reach,  just  above  the  enemy’s  obstructions.  Dis¬ 
patched  Lieutenant  Read  in  the  Beaufort’s  boat  to  report  to  you  for 
sounding  the  obstructions.  Lieutenant  Read  returned  with  orders  from 
you  to  send  the  Drewry  to  the  assistance  of  the  Torpedo,  aground  near 
Cox’s  mill,  which  I  at  once  did.  Immediately  after  I  ordered  the  Beau¬ 
fort  to  cast  off  and  take  a  towline  from  the  Virginia,  starboard  quarter 
in  obedience  to  an  order  received  from  you.  At  this  time,  finding  the 
current  setting  down  strong,  and  swinging  our  stern  on  the  north  bank 
I  had  a  kedge  taken  out  on  the  starboard  quarter.  Upon  heaving  it  taut’ 
found  that  the  ship  was  aground,  which  1  at  once  reported  to  you.  The 
Drewry  then  came  to  my  assistance,  but  in  attempting  to  get  her  posi¬ 
tion  got  aground  close  on  my  port  quarter.  Every  exertion  to  get  her 
oft  proved  unsuccessful,  and  the  enemy’s  batteries  pouring  in  a  heavy 
fire  upon  us  of  shell  and  shot,  besides  their  mortar  batteries  throwing 
with  great  precision,  I  felt  satisfied  that  at  daylight  the  Drewry  would 
suffer  seriously  without  being  able  to  return  thefire.  I  therefore  ordered 
Captain  Wall  to  proceed  on  board  and  report  to  you  his  condition.  He 
returned  with  instructions  from  you  to  be  governed  entirely  by  my 
orders.  Deeming  it  proper,  I  at  once  abandoned  her,  taking  her  crew  on 
board  the  Richmond.  This  was  at  G :  55  a.  m.  of  the  24th  instant.  At  7 : 1 0 
a.  m.  the  Drewry  was  blown  up;  the  shock  felt  on  board  the  Richmond 
was  terrific.  I  ordered  the  crew  to  keep  silence  and  remain  at  their 


*  The  Scorpion  was  disabled.  See  report  of  Lieutenant  Read,  p.  684. 
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quarters,  which  was  observed  with  prompt  obedience,' the  officers  and 
crew  exhibiting  great  coolness  and  presence  of  mind.  U p  to  11 : 10  a.  m. 
the  ship  was  struck  so  constantly  by  shot  and  shell  that  it  was  impos¬ 
sible  to  keep  account  of  the  number— three  times  with  heavy  shot, 
causing  decided  shocks  and  knocking  off  the  heads  of  bolts,  with  slight 
indentures  in  the  shield  near  starboard  bow  port  and  starboard  side  oj 
stern  port.  At  11:10  a.  m.  sprung  the  ship  off  by  the  hedges,  and 
started  the  engines.  When  in  deep  water  let  go  my  port  bow  anchor 
to  swing  ship  by.  At  11:36  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  in  obedience  to  youi 
orders  and  proceeded  up  to  Battery  Dautzler  tor  the  Fredericksburg  to 
return  in  company  and  engage  the  enemy.  At  this  time  a  heavy  shot 
struck  us,  carrying  away  the  chain  to  stern  port  shutter.  At  ll:n0 
a.  m.  repaired  the  chain  to  port  shutter,  sent  a  portion  of  the  crew  ot 
the  Drewry  to  the  Fredericksburg ,  with  orders  to  her  to  proceed  and 
engage  the  enemy,  when  I  received  your  further  orders  to  remain  at 
anchor.  At  10:15  p.  m.  I  got  underway  in  obedience  to  your  orders  to 
proceed  down  the  river  in  the  order  of  second  line  of  battle.  As  we 
rounded  the  point  at  the  head  of  Trent’s  Beach,  discoveied  the  enemy 
showing  a  reflecting  light  of  intense  power  up  the  reach.  At  10 :  25  p.  m. 
received  orders  to  return  to  our  anchorage.  At  1:  40  a.  m.  ot  the  25th 
instant  got  underway  and  took  position  in  obedience  to  your  order  for 
steaming  up  the  river.  From  3  to  4: 30  a.  m.  we  were  under  heavy  fire 
of  musketry,  and  in  passing  Signal  Hill  battery  were  struck  twice  with 
shell,  one  passing  through  smokestack  and  the  other  striking  on  star¬ 
board  side  of  shield.  At  7:30  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  below  Chaffin’s 
Bluff.  The  smoke  pipe  is  much  riddled  by  shell,  all  of  the  stays  cut 
away,  and  the  bars  to  starboard  ventilator  on  shield  deck  carried  away. 
I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  the  officers  and  crew  behaved  with  the 
greatest  coolness  while  exposed  to  the  heavy  lire  from  the  enemy’s  bat¬ 
teries,  and  their  conduct  throughout  in  the  prompt  obedience  of  orders 
meets  with  my  highest  approbation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  McIntosh  Kell, 
Commander ,  Provisional  Navy  C.  8. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  Fiver  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Dunnington,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Virginia,  regarding  the 

operations  of  that  vessel. 

C.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

Off  Chaffin1  s  Bluff ,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  this  vessel  got  underway  at  7  p.  m.  on 
the  evening  of  the  23d  instant  and  took  her  position  in  the  first  order 
of  battle  and  proceeded  down  the  river  with  the  squadron. 

The  gunboat  Nansemond  was  lashed  on  port  beam  abreast  of  shield; 
the  steamer  Torpedo  on  starboard  beam  abreast  of  shield,  and  the  tor¬ 
pedo  boat  Scorpion  on  starboard  quarter.  As  soon  as  the  ship  was 
underway  the  crew  was  called  to  quarters  and  every  preparation  made 
for  action. 

Deeming  it  advisable  in  passing  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  pickets, 
the  guns  were  run  in  and  the  port  lids  triced  up,  and  all  lights  covered. 

When  just  above  Dutch  Gap  Canal,  about  8:30  p.  m,,  the  steamer 
Torpedo  grounded  on  south  side  and  parted  her  lashings;  the  gunboat 
Nansemond  was  cut  adrift  and  sent  to  her  assistance. 
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At  10  p.  m.  the  vessel  had  reached  the  head  of  Treat’s  Beach,  not 
having  been  hit  by  any  of  the  enemy’s  artillery. 

At  10:40  p.  m.  anchored  by  a  kedge  from  port  quarter,  while  a  boat 
was  sent  to  make  observations  and  cut  away  obstructions. 

At  1 1  p.  m.  the  Nansemond  returned  and  was  made  fast  on  port  beam. 
About  12  the  ship  was  found  to  have  swung  closer  inshore  and 
grou nded ;  the  kedge  was  immediately  weighed  and  effort  made  to  work 
oft  with  the  engine  and  use  of  gunboat  Nansemond.  Failing  in  getting 
the  vessel  oft,  the  Beaufort  was  called  to  our  assistance.  All  efforts  to 
tow  the  ship  off  proving  ineffectual,  at  3:30  a.  m.  a  kedge  was  taken 
out  on  starboard  quarter,  but  came  partly  home  when  a  heavy  strain 
was  brought  on  the  hawser.  In  this  condition  it  was  decided  to  remain 
until  the  tide  would  enable  us  to  get  afloat. 

January  24,  aboutl2 : 30  a.  m.,  the  steamer  Torpedo  reported  for  orders. 
At  7 :30  a.  m.  received  a  shot  on  starboard  side  forward  that  started 
timbers  on  berth  deck.  Eepaired  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  8  a.  m.  pendant  of  starboard  bow  port  was  shot  away.  At  8:15 
a.  in.  the  pendant  for  port  bow  port  was  shot  away.  Bepaired  it,  and 
triced  up  port  again. 

At  8:35  a.  m.  a  heavy  shell  struck  iron  grating  over  gun  deck,  break¬ 
ing  it  in  and  crushing  timbers.  Shored  up  timbers. 

At  9  a.  m.  received  a  shot  on  starboard  hawse  pipe  that  loosened  it. 
At  9: 15  a.  m.  exhaust  pipe  was  shot  away. 

At  9:30  a.  m.  smoke  came  from  shield  deck.  Water  was  thrown  on 
and  hose  turned  on  it,  which  stopped  the  smoke. 

At  9:35  a.m.  the  smokestack  was  hit  by  a  shell.  During  all  this 
time  it  had  been  frequently  struck  by  fragments  of  shell  and  was  com¬ 
pletely  riddled.  Most  of  the  stays  were  also  carried  away. 

At  9:40  a.  m.  a  heavy  shot  struck  the  ship,  jarring  her  from  stem  to 
stern. 

At  9:45  a.  m.  smokestack  struck  by  another  shot,  and  one  struck 
shield  forward  that  shook  the  vessel. 

At  10  a.  in.  a  heavy  shot  struck  the  knuckle  forward  on  starboard 
side  that  broke  off  the  iron. 

At  10:10  a.  in.  smokestack  struck  twice. 

At  10:15  a.  m.  struck  by  two  shots,  one  hitting  just  over  starboard 
bow  port,  the  other  over  starboard  broadside  port. 

At  10:17  a.  m.  smokestack,  hurricane  deck,  and  knuckle  forward  on 
starboard  side  all  hit. 

At  10:20  a.  m.  a  shell  struck  and  exploded  in  forward  bow  port, 
wounding  one  man. 

At  10:20  three  shots  struck  vessel  in  quick  succession,  one  of  which 
jarred  the  vessel  from  stem  to  stern. 

At  10:30  a.  m.  a  small  shell  struck  starboard  bow  port,  glanced 
inboard,  struck  starboard  compressor  of  bow  gun  and  exploded,  wound¬ 
ing  Lieutenant  Mason,  and  7  men  slightly,  filled  gun  deck  with  smoke. 
This  shell  passed  entirely  through  starboard  side  of  gun  carriage  before 
exploding.  At  10:32  a.  m.  ship  was  found  afloat,  weighed  the  kedge; 
at  10:35  a.  in.  got  underway,  swinging  ship.  A  heavy  shell  struck 
forward,  glancing  over  shield  and  bursting  near  smokestack. 

At  10:40  a.  m.  fragments  of  shell  struck  smokestack,  two  shells 
bursting  over  shield  deck. 

At  10:55  a.  in.  shell  struck  forward. 

At  11 : 15  a.  m.  struck  by  a  heavy  projectile  on  port  quarter,  which 
broke  the  iron  and  crushed  in  the  woodwork,  bent  stanchions  inboard. 
At  11:20  a.  m.  headed  upstream. 
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At  11:30  a.  m.  a  heavy  shot  struck  on  after  part  of  Shield  between 
after  center  and  port  ports,  breaking  the  iron  and  crushing  the  wood¬ 
work  completely  in,  making  a  large  hole  through.  One  man  was  killed 
and  2  wounded  by  the  concussion  and  splinters.  Steamed  up  the  river 
under  heavy  fire  of  the  batteries  and  one  monitor. 

At  11 : 38  a.  m.  tired  a  5-second  shell  from  the  after  gun  at  the  turreted 

monitor.  .  ,  , 

At  12:15  p.  m.  came  to  anchor  at  Battery  Dantzler,  with  starboard 

anchor.  .  n  ^  „ 

Three  men  detailed  from  this  vessel  to  go  m  torpedo  boat  Scorpion 
were  blown  overboard;  two  are  still  missing,  supposed  to  have  been 
killed.  One  was  wounded,  but  swam  to  the  ironclad  Richmond.  Up  to 
this  time  the  number  of  shots  could  not  be  noted,  but  the  marks  indi¬ 
cate  upwards  of  seventy- two  shots. 

After  anchoring  at  the  battery,  left  quarters,  cleared  up  ship,  and 
landing  the  wounded  and  dead. 

At  9: 15  p.  m.  got  underway  in  the  second  order  of  battle.  ^  At  9:40 
p.  m.  rounded  to,  head  upstream,  about  the  head  of  Trent’s  Reach, 
keeping  the  ship  under  steam  in  the  same  position. 

The  pilots  reported  the  escape  of  steam  from  escape  pipe  so  badly 
blowing  over  and  around  the  pilot  house  that  they  could  not  see  to 
steer  the  ship.  Made  an  effort  to  repair  it.  Observed  the  enemy  had 
lighted  a  large  Drummond  light  that  reflected  up  Trent’s  Reach  and  on 
obstructions. 

January  25  —  At  2:45  a.  m.  steamed  up  river,  weut  to  quarters,  ports 
triced  up  and  guns  run  in. 

As  we  steamed  up  river  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  heavy  artillery 
and  musketry,  inflicting  no  damage. 

Oft'  Signal  Hill  two  shots  struck  us,  one  from  a  light  gun  hitting  the 
shield,  and  a  very  heavy  one  striking  on  port  counter,  jarring  the  ship 
greatly  and  knocking  off  the  heads  of  a  few  bolts. 

At  about  5:30  a.  m.  the  vessel  grounded,  upper  part  of  Devil’s 
Reach.  I  immediately  got  a  kedge  ready  to  send  out,  but  at  5 :50  a.  m. 
the  ship  swung  off. 

When  passing  obstructions  in  Kingsland  Reach,  the  ship  struck  one 
of  the  obstructions. 

At  6:45  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff.  The  conduct  of 
the  officers  and  men  has  been  all  that  could  be  desired.  During  the 
time  we  were  under  lire  and  receiving  serious  damage  I  found  them 
all  at  their  stations  and  cool  and  prompt  in  obeying  orders. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  surgeon’s  report. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  W.  Dunnington, 
Lieutenan  t ,  Comm  an  ding . 

I1.  8. — I  neglected  to  mention  that  about  10:15  a.  m.  a  double-turreted 
monitor,  accompanied  by  a  double-ender,  made  their  appearance, 
coming  upstream.  At  10:35  the  monitor  rounded  to,  head  across 
stream,  presenting  broadside  to  us  at  a  distance  of  1,500  or  2,000  yards. 
The  double-ender  stopped  a  little  below  her.  The  monitor  opened  on 
us,  and  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  two  most  damaging  shots,  one  aft 
on  port  side  of  shield,  and  one  between  after  port  and  port  quarter 
port,  were  fired  from  the  monitor. 


J.  W.  D. 
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Report  of  Cliief  Engineer  Wright,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  damages  sustained  by  the  flagship. 

0.  S.  Ironclad  Virginia, 

James  River ,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  in  an  expedition  down  the  river  against 
the  enemy  on  the  24th  instant  the  smoke  and  escape  pipes  of  this  ves¬ 
sel  received  such  damage  from  the  tire  of  the  enemy’s  batteries  and 
monitors  as  will  render  it  necessary  to  replace  their  upper  portions  with 
new  sections. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  X.  Wright, 

Chief  Engineer,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  J.  W.  Dtjnnington,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Shepperd,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg. 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg, 

Off  Chaffin'’ s  Bluff,  James  River,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6:45  p.  m.  on  the  23d  instant, 
with  the  gunboat  Hampton  and  the  torpedo  boat  Hornet  alongside  of 
this  ship,  she  proceeded  down  the  river,  followed  by  the  rest  of  the 
squadron,  according  to  instructions  previously  received. 

Passing  over  and  with  safety  the  reported  locality  of  all  the  torpedoes 
(36  in  number)  placed  in  the  river  by  Lieutenant  Kennon,  and  with  the 
same  success,  through  the  ordeal  of  occasional  artillery  and  almost 
incessant  musketry  lire,  the  ship  arrived  and  anchored  at  9  p.  m.  off 
Point  of  Rocks,  Trent’s  Reach,  to  wait  the  coming  up  of  the  other 
vessels  of  the  squadron. 

The  rest  of  the  squadron  coming  up,  1  got  underway  at  9 : 40  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  obstructions  below,  and  in  obedience  to 
your  orders,  anchored  about  f>0  yards  above  them,  while  a  passage  was 
being  sounded  out,  and  a  spar  removed  which  extended  from  one  of  the 
hulks,  at  an  angle  of  about  30  degrees  across  the  passage. 

A  channel  being  found  to  exist  between  this  and  another  hulk  on  the 
north  side,  but  the  spar  not  removed,  I  got  underway  and  ran  the  ship 
through  at  1:30  a.  in.  (24th  instant). 

In  going  through  the  passage,  three  of  the  ship’s  outriggers  on  the 
starboard  side  were  torn  oft'  by  the  spar  above  mentioned  and  nearly 
all  on  the  port  side  by  the  upper  hulk. 

Both  pilots  and  one  or  two  officers  of  the  ship  concur  in  a  statement 
that  as  we  passed  through  they  felt  the  ship  strike  something  appar¬ 
ently  underneath  the  water  and  observed  pieces  of  timber  come  to  the 
water’s  edge  close  to  the  ship’s  side. 

To  this  may  be  attributed  the  fact  that  since  that  time  the  ship  has 
leaked  much  more  than  previously,  making  between  2  and  3  inches  of 
wrater  per  hour. 

I  think  the  leak  is  forward  on  the  port  side.  After  passing  through 
the  obstructions,  anchored  about  100  yards  above  the  south  mouth  of 
the  Dutch  Gap  Canal,  head  down  the  river.  Anchored  with  a  stern 
kedge.  The  Hampton  followed  and  came  alongside. 

While  at  anchor  an  annoying  mortar  tire  was  directed  at  us  by  the 
enemy;  only  two  shells  struck  the  ship,  doing  no  damage. 

Finding  that  the  rest  of  the  squadron  was  not  following  me,  I  com¬ 
municated  with  you  and  was  pained  to  learn  that  the  flagship  and  the 
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Richmond  were  aground,  and  in  obedience  to  your  instrdctions  I  returned 
through  the  obstructions  and  anchored  above  Battery  Dantzler,  where 
the  ship  was  occasionally  fired  upon  by  the  enemy’s  batteries,  one  shell 
striking  upon  the  forecastle,  cutting  away  the  port  cable. 

About  1 1  a.  m.  I  visited  Battery  Dantzler,  and  discovering  a  monitor 
and  several  smaller  vessels  of  the  enemy  coming  up  I  returned  to  the 
ship  with  a  view  of  going  to  your  assistance. 

Upon  getting  on  board  the  ship  J  discovered  the  Richmond  coming 
up,  and  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Commander  Kell  I  hove  short 
and  made  every  preparation  to  attack  the  enemy. 

I  received  a  similar  order  from  you  when  the  Virginia  came  up  soon 
after;  which  order  was  countermanded  on  account  of  the  falling  tide. 

In  obedience  to  previous  instructions  (the  flagship  and  the  Richmond 
having  proceeded  down  the  river  with  the  intention  of  executing  the 
plans  of  the  previous  night)  I  was  getting  underway  at  10  p.  m.,  when 
I  received  orders  from  you  to  keep  fast. 

Under  the  unfortunate  circumstances  existing  at  the  time  on  board 
the  Virginia ,  it  was  decided  necessary  for  the  squadron  to  return  to 
Chaffin’s  Bluff;  accordingly  at  2:30  a.  m.  to  day  I  got  underway  and 
returned  to  this  point  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 

The  enemy  fired  upon  the  ship  with  musketry  and  artillery  whenever 
she  was  in  range. 

The  officers  and  men  on  board  behaved  remarkably  well,  all  evincing 
the  utmost  zeal  in  the  enterprise  in  which  we  were  engaged. 

I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  state  that  Pilot  Lewis  Parrish  rendered 
but  little  service  and  was  not,  in  my  opinion,  sufficiently  cool  under  the 
lire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters. 

Pilot  William  Skinner  (a  brave  and  cool  man)  rendered  important 
aid  to  Pilot  Barnes  in  returning  to  this  point  this  morning. 

The  advanced  age  of  Pilot  Parrish  may  be  regarded  as  a  partial 
excuse  for  his  timidity  under  circumstances  of  danger. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  Shepperd, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  ' 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron,  Flagship  Virginia. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wall,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Drewry. 

C.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
part  borne  by  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Drewry  under  my  command  in  the 
advance  of  the  squadron  down  the  river  on  the  night  of  the  23d  Jan¬ 
uary,  1865. 

My  vessel,  agreeable  to  your  orders,  was  made  fast  on  the  starboard 
side  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Richmond  and  moved  down  the  river  at  early  dusk. 
I  remained  alongside  of  the  Richmond  until  she  was  at  anchor  below 
Battery  Dantzler  and  above  the  enemy’s  obstructions.  Receiving  an 
order  from  you  to  proceed  up  the  river,  where  the  steamer  Torpedo  was 
ashore,  and  tow  her  off  if  possible,  I  cast  loose  from  the  Richmond  and 
proceeded  up  the  river,  finding  the  Torpedo  on  the  south  bank,  just 
above  the  Dutch  Gap  Canal.  I  sent  a  hawser  to  her  and  made  it  fast 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 


679 


to  her  stern,  and  succeeded  without  any  difficulty  in  getting  her  afloat. 
The  enemy  opened  fire  from  tlie  north  bank  with  their  sharpshooters 
upon  me  all  the  time  I  was  engaged  towing  her  off.  The  officer  in 
charge  of  her,  Acting  Master  Smith,  informed  me  that  there  was  no 
one  on  board  to  assist  him;  I  therefore  sent  on  board  to  him  one  of 
my  engineers  and  several  men,  telling  him  to  get  up  steam  and  report 
to  you.  I  kept  him  in  tow  until  1  got  to  Battery  Dantzler,  when  he 
had  steam  sufficient,  and  1  cast  him  oft'.  I  then  reported  to  Captain 
Kell,  of  the  Richmond ,  who  informed  me  that  he  was  aground  and  that 
he  wanted  me  to  come  up  on  bis  port  quarter  and  try  and  get  him  off 
more  in  the  stream.  In  attempting  to  get  the  position  ordered  my  ves¬ 
sel  grounded.  1 1  was  then  ebb  tide.  The  Beaufort  and  Nansemond  both 
assisted  me,  but  to  no  advantage  I  tried  to  haul  her  off  with  a  hedge, 
but  could  not  succeed.  After  exhausting  every  means  at  my  disposal 
to  get  her  afloat,  and  daylight  approaching  rapidly,  1  reported  to  you 
the  situation  of  the  vessel.  Knowing  the  exposed  condition  of  the  ves¬ 
sel  at  daylight  to  the  enemy’s  batteries  and  the  unprotected  state  of 
her  magazine,  shell  room,  and  boilers,  and  also  that  I  would  not  be 
allowed  to  work  my  guns  in  daytime  by  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters, 
who  were  abreast  of  me,  I  suggested  to  you  the  propriety  ot  avoiding 
loss  of  life  by  removing  the  crew  on  board  of  the  Richmond  before 
daylight.  After  directing  me  to  put  a  hedge  out  from  her  quarter,  you 
informed  me  that  if  Captain  Kell  thought  it  proper  to  take  me  on 
board  of  the  Richmond ,  to  do  so,  but  that  you  disliked  to  leave  the 
vessel  without  making  any  resistance.  After  I  informed  Captain  Kell 
of  your  order  he  directed  me  to  put  out  a  hedge  and  also  to  make  a 
hawser  fast  to  him  from  my  bow,  which  I  did;  he  then  gave  me  boats 

to  remove  my  crew,  which  was  accomplished  just  at  daylight.  1  then 

went  over  the  ship  and  put  out  all  lights,  saw  that  the  steam  was  down 
and  the  fires  banked,  when  1  left  the  vessel,  leaving  everything  on 
board  except  the  small  arms  the  men  had  on  and  the  signal  book. 

1  do  not  think  I  had  been  from  her  more  than  fifteen  minutes  when 
a  shell  pierced  her  magazine  and  blew  her  into  pieces,  leaving  nothing 

but  a  mass  of  ruins.  „  .  T_  „ 

I  reported  the  officers  and  men  as  well  as  myself  to  Captain  Kell 
for  whatever  duty  he  might  assign  them.  Shortly  afterwards  I 
received  orders  from  you  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Commanding  Dun- 
nington,  of  the  Virginia ,  for  duty  with  24  men  and  Master’s  Mate  L.  L. 

Foster.  ,  .  ,  ,, 

The  small  arms  of  the  men  I  ordered  to  be  turned  over  to  the  ves¬ 
sels  upon  which  they  were  placed.  I  forwarded  you  a  complete  list  of 
the  officers  and  crew  this  morning  and  where  they  were  placed. 

I  have  to  report  the  killing  of  two  of  my  men  by  the  explosion  of  the 
vessel.  They  volunteered  their  services  to  Captain  Kell  to  bring  to 
the  Richmond  the  crew  of  the  Scorpion,  which  was  aground  near  by 
and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  and  as  I  have 
been  unable  to  hear  from  them,  I  think  they  were  killed  by  the  explo¬ 
sion.  Their  names  were  Thomas  Moody  (landsman)  and  J.  W.  Grice 
(landsman).  I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  both  officers  and  crew 
did  their  duty  to  my  satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  FI.  Wall,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


680 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

* 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Alexander,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C'  S.  S.  Beaufort. 


0.  S.  S.  Beaufort, 

James  River  Squadron,  off  Chaffin’s  Bluff ,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  from  you,  we  got  underway  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d  instant  and  proceeded  down  the  river  alongside  of 
the  steamer  Richmond  below  Dutch  Gap  and  anchored  under  Battery 
Garnett;  remained  at  anchor  all  day.  Alter  towing  several  vessels 
olf  Which  were  aground,  proceeded  up  the  river  and  anchored  off 
Chaffin’s  Bluffi 

Hie  conduct  ot  every  man  on  board  was  highly  gratifying  to  me 
We  were  struck  a  great  many  times,  being  subjected  to  a  severe  fire  of 
musketry.  None  of  the  officers  or  crew  sustained  anv  iniurv 
Very  respectfully, 


Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell. 


J.  W.  Alexander, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Second  report  of  Lieutenant  Alexander,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Beaufort. 

C.  S.  S.  Beaufort, 

James  River ,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  orders  received  from  you,  this  vessel  was 
lashed  on  the  port  side  of  the  ironclad  Richmond  on  the  evening  of  the 
-3d  and  proceeded  down  James  Fiver,  arriving  off  Batterv  Dan tz- 
ler  about  11  o’clock  p.  m.  Here  we  cast  off  from  the  Richmond  and 
attempted  to  tow  off  the  Virginia,  then  lying  aground  in  Trent’s 
Beach,  but  without  success.  We  then  attempted  to  tow  off  the 
JJremry  and  were  also  unsuccessful.  We  then  towed  off  the  torpedo 
oat  Scorpion,  which  was  foul  of  the  Virginia’s  hawse.  After  this  T 
vn?  orc*eret^  tow  tlie  steamer  Torpedo,  and  after  a  great  deal  of 
•  1  sncc£eded  in  clearing  her  of  the  Virginia’s  outriggers.  Find¬ 

ing  that  my  efforts  to  get  the  Drewry  off  were  unavailing,  and  daylight 
approaching,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  you  I  proceeded  up  tlie^river 
and  anchored  at  daybreak  oft  Osborne’s  Landing.  Here  we  remained 
at  anchor  during  the  24tli  until  dark,  when  we  got  underway  and  mo 
ceeded  down  Trent  s  Beach  to  rescue  the  torpedo  boat  Scorpion  Pshe 
having  been  abandoned.  Lieutenant  O.  W.  Bead  having  decided  that  we 
could  do  nothing,  we  proceeded  up  and  retook  our  position  off  Batterv 
Garnett.  Our  torpedo  pole  working  with  a  goose  neck,  on  being  low 
ered,  came  alongside,  despite  every  effort  to  keep  it  in  its  propef  nosi 
tion  with  the  guys,  and  compelled  me  to  cut  it  away  to  Vrevent  its 
blowing  up  this  vessel.  The  spar  torpedo  pole,  however  was  7mme 
diately  got  in  position  ready  for  use.  At  10  p.  m.  we  again  X 
way  and  proceeded  down  the  river  (arranging  the  spar tifpedo nole 
having  prevented  me  going  sooner).  It  having  been  decided  to  return 
up  the  nver,  we  proceeded  up,  and  we  were  ordered  to  tow  the  Ramp 
ton,  then  m  a  disabled  condition,  but  before  getting  alongside  the 
order  was  countermanded,  and  we  towed  off  the  torpedo  boat  Waw 
t  ien  aground  off  Battery  Garnett,  after  which  we  proceeded  un  the 

SI  w  «n<J  at  i°  a'  the  “5th  anchored  off  Chaffin’s  Bluff.  This  ves 
sel  was  struck  a  great  many  times  by  sharpshooters,  but  we  sustained 

r^aius^wheu^This^vessffi1  go^^o  Sthe\ity^ai^am*<hae<^ ^  1166(1 

that  no  casualties  occurred  on  board.  It  is  gratifying' tometoTtete 
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that  all  the  officers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  behaved  with  great  coolness, 
and  notwithstanding  their  great  fatigue  were  under  arms  constantly, 
ready  to  perform  whatever  duty  was  required  of  them.  I  desire  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  zeal  of  Second-Class  Mot  W.  H.  Carlon,  who 
walked  from  Richmond  and  joined  this  vessel  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
24th  off  Battery  Garnett. 

Very  respeefully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Alexander, 

Lieut enan t,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  dames  Liver  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Butt,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Nansemond. 

C.  S.  Gunboat  Nansemond, 

James  Liver  Squadron ,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  your  orders 
at  5:  30  p.  m.  on  Monday,  the  23d  instant,  I  got  underway  in  this  vessel, 
steamed  up  to  the  flagship  Virginia,  and  made  fast  to  her  port  side. 
At  G:30  p.  m.  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  cleared  for  action,  sta¬ 
tioning  sharpshooters  along  the  port  side,  close  in  to  the  hammock  net¬ 
tings.  At  7 : 20  p.  m.,  everything  being  in  readiness,  we  moved  down 
the  river,  meeting  with  no  opposition  until  nearly  abreast  of  Signal 
Hill  battery,  when  the  enemy’s  pickets  opened  upon  us.  As  it  was  our 
intention  to  pass  down  unobserved,  1  did  not  reply  to  them.  At  9:30 
p.  in.,  when  just  opjiosite  the  Dutch  Gap  Canal,  you  ordered  me  to  cast 
off  and  go  to  the  assistance  of  the  steamer  Torpedo ,  which  was  aground 
on  the  south  bank,  200  yards  above.  I  immediately  steamed  for  her, 
sent  a  boat  with  a  hawser  and  orders  to  make  it  fast,  hailing  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Bell,  her  commander,  and  telling  him  I  would  attempt  to.  haul  him 
off.  After  expending  half  an  hour  and  parting  my  only  hawser,  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Bell  came  on  board  and  reported  to  me  that  his  vessel  had  only 
3  feet  of  water  under  her  amidships,  and  that  his  bow  was  high  and 
dry  in  the  bushes;  that  it  was  useless  to  lay  by  him  any  longer,  as  it 
was  impossible  to  get  him  afloat.  Under  the  circumstances  and  from 
the  fact  of  the  enemy’s  holding  the  country  surrounding  him,  1  advised 
him  to  send  on  board  of  me  everything  he  wished  saved,  to  bring  on 
board  all  of  his  crew  with  the  exception  of  three  men  and  an  officer, 
and  I  would  take  him  down  to  report  the  case  to  you.  He  replied  he 
would  not  desert  his  vessel,  but  would  send  me  an  officer  and  most  of 
his  men,  and  would  communicate  with  the  shore  batteries,  if  possible, 
nearest  him,  for  assistance,  and  for  me  to  hasten  to  inform  you  of  all, 
that  you  might  dispatch  a  torpedo  boat  up  to  him  with  further  instruc¬ 
tions.  I  continued  down  the  river  at  10:30  p.  m.,  joining  the  squadron 
at  the  obstructions  below  Howlett’s,  reporting  to  you  substantially  as 
above.  From  1  a.  in.  to  4  a.  m.,  the  flagship  being  aground,  I  was 
employed  in  endeavoring  to  get  her  afloat,  being  under  fire  of  the 
enemy’s  shore  batteries  the  whole  time.  I  then  proceeded  to  assist  the 
Dreicry ,  which  also  was  aground  some  300  yards  above,  and  worked  at 
her  until  daylight  without  success,  when  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters 
from  the  south  bank  opened  upon  us,  and  receiving  instructions  pre¬ 
viously  to  steam  up  the  river  out  of  sight  of  the  enemy  at  daylight, 
I  left  iier  to  her  fate,  and  anchored,  in  company  with  the  wooden  gun¬ 
boats  and  the  Fredericksburg,  nearly  opposite  Battery  Dantzler,  being 
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exposed,  however,  to  the  enemy's  fire  until  noon  of  that  day.  At  8:30 
P.  m.  repaired  on  board  the  flagship  and  was  ordered  by  you  to  picket 
the  river  halt  a  mile  above.  At  !)  p.  m.  received  orders  for  the  night 
and  prepared  to  execute  them.  At  10:30  p.  m.  Lieutenant  Command¬ 
ing  Shepperd  came  alongside  and  countermanded  the  night  orders, 
instructing  me  to  stand  by  to  tow  the  steamer  Hampton ,  which  was  dis¬ 
abled.  At  2  a.  in.  steamed  alongside  of  and  made  fast  to  the  starboard 
side  of  the  Hampton,  the  steamer  Torpedo  being  lashed  to  the  port  side, 
with  orders  to  tow  the  Hampton  up  to  Chaffin’s  Bluff.  At  2 : 30  a.  m. 
stationed  my  sharpshooters  along  the  deck  in  order  to  meet  any  move¬ 
ment  of  the  enemy  via  Dutch  Gap  Canal.  Got  underway  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  up  the  river.  When  just  above  Battery  Garnett  the  enemy’s 
sharpshooters  opened  upon  us  from  the  north  bank,  which,  as  we  ad¬ 
vanced,  became  so  severe  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  a  man  show 


ing  himself  above  the  hammock 


nettings  to  return  the  fire. 


Before 


w  -i  ween  11  tuu  me.  JL>t5IUit5 

reaching  Signal  Hill,  sharpshooters  (enemy’s)  on  the  south  bank  opened, 
those  on  the  north  bank  firing  by  battalion  as  a  cover  to  a  field  bat¬ 
tery  posted  on  the  brink  of  the  hill,  which  next  opened,  together  with  a 
mortar  battery  in  the  vicinity  of  Crow’s  Nest  and  the  Signal  Hill  bat- 
teiypioper.  It  seems  almost  miraculous  that  we  should  have  passed 
thiough  this  fiery^  ordeal  unharmed.  At  4:  40  a.  m.  we  reached  our 
anchorage  at  Chaffin  s  Bluff.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  was 
unexceptionable,  and  although  exposed  to  the  fireof  musketry  and  heavy 
guns  from  the  tune  of  passing  Signal  Hill,  9  p.m.,  Monday,  until  reach¬ 
ing  Battery  Semmes,  at  4  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  I  am  happy  to  report  no 
casualties.  To  the  coolness  and  skill  of  Mr.  Turner,  the  pilot,  1  attrib¬ 
ute  the  safe  passage  of  the  three  wooden  gunboats  up  the  river  mainly 
due,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend  him  to  your  consideration 
ihe  engineers’  department  deserves  much  credit  for  their  untirina- 
zeal  and  prompt  execution  of  orders.  The  vessel  is  in  the  same  condn 
tion  as  when  she  was  inspected  two  weeks  ago,  save  the  riddling  of  the 
funnel,  quarter  boats,  and  hammock  nettings  with  Minie  balls  and  frag¬ 
ments  of  shell  The  iron  casing  to  the  pilot  house  formed  an  admirable 
protection  for  the  helmsman  against  sharpshooters. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

™  T  t7~  ^  Walter  B.  Butt. 

Hag-Officer  J.  Iv.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wilson,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Hampton. 

C.  S.  Gunboat  Hampton, 

Off  Chaffin1  s  Bluff, ,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir :  In  obedience  to  orders  this  vessel  went  alongside  the  Fredericks 
burn  at  6  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  22d  and  remaiued  until  the 
follow, ng  evening.  At  0  p.  m.  on  the  23d  we  proceeded  down  the  rive? 
and  anchored  abreast  of  Battery  Semmes  to  await  the  arrival  of  chi 
eet.  At  f .  10  p  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  down  the  river 
M  hen  abreast  of  Signal  Hill  the  enemy’s  sharpshooters  commenced 
firing  and  continued  until  we  had  passed  Dutch  Gap.  We  pro¬ 
ceeded  down  the  river  until  near  the  enemy’s  obstructions  and  came  to 
with  our  port  anchor.  Ihe  1  irgtma  ran  close  aboard  of  us  in  the 
darkness  before  being  perceived,  and  we  were  forced  to  slip  to  avoid 
collision,  thus  losing  both  anchor  and  chain.  At  1  p.  m.  passed  the 
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obstructions  and  steamed  down  the  river  (the  enemy  keeping  up  a 
brisk  tire  of  artillery  and  musketry)  and  went  alongside  the  Fredericks¬ 
burg  below  the  Signal  Tower,  where  we  stopped  the  engines  to  await 
the  arrival  of  the  fleet.  At  about  3:50  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  orders 
from  Lieutenant  Shepperd,  commanding,  returned  to  the  obstructions, 
which  we  repassed  at  about  4: 15  a.  m.  Communicated  with  the  flag¬ 
ship  and  came  to  near  Battery  Garnett,  in  a  position  sheltered  from  the 
enemy’s  fire.  At  8  p.  m.  on  the  evening  of  the  24tli  instant,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  order,  I  got  underway  and  picketed  the  river  from  the 
Howlett  house  to  the  obstructions  until  9  p.  m.,  when  I  stood  up  the 
river  and  reported  to  the  flagship  for  orders.  In  passing  down  the  river 
in  order  to  anchor  near  the  obstructions  and  place  a  light  thereon,  I 
was  hailed  by  the  flagship  and  ordered  to  return  up  the  river.  In 
turning  we  were  fouled  by  the  Virginia's  chains  and  our  propeller 
rendered  useless.  At  2:35  a.  m.  the  Hampton  was  towed  up  the  river 
by  the  Torpedo  and  Nansemond.  While  near  Signal  Hill  we  were  sub¬ 
jected  to  a  heavy  and  continuous  fire  of  all  arms  from  the  northern  bank 
only.  Came  to  opposite  Chaffin’s  Bluff  at  5:20  a.  m.  The  starboard 
quarter  boat  was  lost  in  passing  the  enemy’s  obstructions  the  first  time, 
and  this,  together  with  the  loss  of  the  port  anchor  and  chain,  were  the 
only  losses  sustained  by  this  vessel.  Mr.  W.  W.  Skinner,  pilot,  was 
wounded  by  a  musket  shot.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  was  very 
satisfactory  and  I  respectfully  desire  to  mention  favorably  Master’s 
Mate  Mason  for  his  coolness  and  promptitude  in  manning  boats  and  in 
performing  other  duties  while  under  heavy  fire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  D.  Wilson, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

p.  s. — I  may  mention  as  an  instance  of  the  severity  of  the  enemy’s 
fire  that  810  balls  and  slugs  were  found  on  the  deck  of  the  Hampton 
after  she  had  anchored  near  Chaffin’s  Bluff'.  These  shots  were  received 
between  Batteries  Garnett  and  Sernmes. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Jos.  D.  Wilson, 

First  Lieutenant ,  Commanding * 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Read,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  torpedo  boats. 

James  Biver  Squadron,  January  25, 1865. 

Sir  :  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  when  the  squadron  proceeded 
down  the  river,  the  torpedo  boats  under  my  command  were,  in  obedience 
to  your  orders,  stationed  in  the  following  order:  The  Hornet  on  the 
port  quarter  of  the  Fredericksburg ,  the  Scorpion  on  the  siarboard 
quarter  of  the  Virginia ,  and  the  Wasp  on  the  starboard  quarter  of  the 
Richmond. 

When  the  squadron  passed  the  Point  of  Rocks  the  Scorpion  was 
directed  by  you  to  cast  off  and  sound  the  bar  in  Trent’s  Reach,  and  to 
examine  the  obstructions.  Pilot  Wood,  of  the  Virginia ,  was  sent  with 
me  in  the  Scorpion.  We  proceeded  to  sound  the  bar,  but  when  we 
arrived  at  the  obstructions  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  with  musketry 
and  a  small  mortar,  and  the  pilot  declined  to  sound  farther,  saying  that 
he  was  satisfied  that  the  channel  was  not  open,  and  he  became  very 
insubordinate  because  I  would  not  send  him  back  to  the  1  irginia.  I 
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steamed  up  to  the  Fredericksburg  and  got  her  skiff  and  pilot.  I  then 
dropped  the  Scorpion  down  near  the  obstructions,  and,  taking  with  me 
in  the  skiff  both  pilots,  I  sounded  through  and  across  the  north  channel- 
and  examined  the  obstructions.  1  found  3  fathoms  of  water  through 
the  channel.  A  large  spar  was  anchored  diagonally  across  the  channel, 
the  upper  end  being  secured  to  the  sunken  vessel  on  the  south  side  of 
the  channel  and  the  lower  end  anchored  near  the  middle  of  the  chan 
nelj  the  spar  was  also  anchored  by  the  middle.  I  steamed  up  in  the 
Scorpion  to  the  Virginia  and  reported  the  result  of  the  examination  to 
you.  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  I  took  two  armed  cutters  and 
went  down  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  chains  by  which  the  spar 
across  the  channel  was  anchored.  1  conveyed  to  the  commander  of  the 
Fredericksburg  your  order  for  him  to  get  underway  and  push  through 
at  once.  The  Fredericksburg  went  through  the  obstructions  before  we 
had  finished  cutting  the  chains,  but  she  did  not  strike  the  spar.  You 
were  then  at  the  obstructions  in  a  small  boat,  and  ordered  me  to  go  on 
board  the  Hampton  and  run  her  against  the  spar,  then  to  place  a  light 
on  the  vessel  on  the  north  side  of  the  channel.  I  proceeded  up  in  the 
Scorpion ,  but  not  finding  the  Hampton  where  she  had  at  first  anchored, 

I  concluded  that  she  had  gone  through,  and  I  proceeded  down  in  search 
of  her,  but  it  was  so  dark  under  the  south  bank  that  I  could  not  find 
her.  I  did  not  look  long,  however,  as  I  thought  it  best  to  get  a  light 
on  the  obstructions  as  early  as  possible.  I  accordingly  steamed  up  to 
the  Virgina  for  a  lantern.  When  I  reached  the  Virginia  I  found  her 
aground  and  was  informed  by  you  that  the  squadron  would  not  go 
through  that  night.  In  coming  alongside  of  the  Virginia  the  Scorpion 
was  pushed  against  one  of  the  Virginia's  outriggers  by  a  hawser  which 
led  from  the  starboard  quarter  of  the  Virginia  to  the  Beaufort.  The 
torpedo  pole  and  torpedo  were  carried  away.  The  torpedo  was  towed 
ashore,  secured,  and  delivered  to  the  steamer  Torpedo.  When  the 
Scorpion  got  clear  I  ordered  her  up  the  river  to  the  Richmond.  You 
directed  me  to  get  my  boats  under  Battery  Dantzler  before  daylight 
I  got  on  the  Hornet  and  proceeded  up  toward  the  Richmond.  Just 
below  the  Richmond  the  Scorpion  w;:s  found  aground.  I  endeavored 
to  get  to  her  in  the  Hornet,  but  could  not  on  account  of  the*  Rhnalnes*  nf 
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I  enclose  the  reports  of  the  officers  commanding  the  Hornet  and 
Wasp ,  which  speak  for  themselves. 

\  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  Read,  C.  S.  Navy, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Torpedo  Boats. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Master  Blanc,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  torpedo  boat  Hornet. 

James  River  Squadron,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  your  orders  I  took  charge  of  the  torpedo 
boat  Hornet  on  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  and  reported  to  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Shepperd  as  a  tender  on  the  Fredericksburg.  I  started 
down  in  tow,  but  after  going  2  miles  was  ordered  to  return  in  search  of 
the  flagship  to  ask  for  further  orders.  Reaching  the  Virginia ,  I  was 
directed  by  the  flag-officer  to  continue  up  to  find  the  Richmond.  Hav¬ 
ing  fulfilled  these  orders,  1  once  more  turned  to  go  to  the  Fredericksburg, 
but  in  attempting  to  pass  the  Virginia  grounded  and  was  obliged  to 
await  assistance  from  the  Richmond,  still  some  distance  above.  I  was 
finally  towed  off  by  the  Wasp,  and  again  started  down  and  passed  Signal 
Hill  before  I  arrived  at  the  Fredericksburg.  Below  Howlett’s  house 
battery  the  Hornet  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  sharpshooters 
on  the  south  bank,  but  received  no  hurt.  When  the  Fredericksburg 
passed  through  the  obstructions  I  was  ordered  to  attend  and  then 
return  to  report  her  safe  passage  to  the  flag  officer,  after  doing  which  I 
was  directed  to  tell  the  Richmond  to  get  underway  and  follow  the  flag¬ 
ship  through  the  obstructions.  On  returning  near  the  Virginia  I  found 
her  ashore  and  was  hailed  from  her  to  come  alongside.  In  attempting 
to  do  so  I  grounded,  but  soon  got  off  and  secured  to  the  port  quarter  of 
the  Virginia.  The  flag-officer  now  directed  me  to  await  orders  where  I 
was.  While  waiting  you  took  charge  of  the  Hornet  (the  Scorp ion  being 
injured)  and  left  me  on  board  the  flagship,  where  I  remained  until  she 
got  off  on  the  24th  instant.  The  crew  of  the  Hornet,  whilst  under  my 
charge,  behaved  well  and  like  brave  men.  Mr.  Billups,  master’s  mate, 
the  only  officer  with  me,  deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  fitted  out  the  Hornet  before  my  going  on  board.  He  had  taken  every 
step  to  render  her  effective  and  had  attended  to  her  complete  equip¬ 
ment  with  all  necessary  arms,  torpedoes,  etc.,  and  was  of  most  essen¬ 
tial  service  whilst  below  under  fire  from  the  enemy’s  guns. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  P.  Blanc, 

J faster ,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Read. 


Report  of  Master’s  Mate  Matherson,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  torpedo  boat  Wasp. 

James  River  Squadron,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir:  On  the  night  of  the  23d  instant,  in  obedience  to  your  instruc¬ 
tions,  I  reported  to  Commander  Kell,  of  the  Richmond,  with  the  torpedo 
boat  Wasp.  I  accompanied  the  Richmond  down  the  river.  When  we 
were  near  Battery  Semmes  I  went  to  the  assistance  of  the  Hornet, 
which  was  aground,  and  soon  succeeded  in  getting  her  afloat. 
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Just  before  day,  in  obedience  to  an  order  from  you,  I  endeavored  to 
tow  the  Scorpion  off  the  shore,  but  did  not  succeed;  we  grounded,  but 
got  off  again  in  a  few  minutes. 

I  thought  it  hazardous  to  go  near  the  Scorpion ,  and  therefore  went  up 
to  the  Richmond ,  where  you  ordered  me  up  to  Battery  Dantzler. 

All  the  men  under  my  command  behaved  well. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  Matherson, 
Masters  Mate ,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Lieutenant  0.  W.  Read,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Torpedo  Boats ,  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Bell,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo. 

C.  S.  Naval  Hospital, 

Richmond ,  January  — ,  1865. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  command  to  make  a  written  statement 
regarding  my  conduct  whilst  in  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo  on  the 
night  of  the  24th  instant,  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  a  truthful  statement, 
hoping  that  I  shall  be  able  to  clear  myself  from  any  blame  that  1  may 
be  accused.  I  am  aware  that  there  may  be  rumors  against  my  conduct, 
but  my  own  conscience  clears  me  from  all  blame.  My  leaving  the  ship 
at  the  time  I  did  was  unavoidable.  From  the  time  that  the  steamer 
grounded  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  by  sounding  with  lead  entirely 
around  the  vessel,  and  found  the  water  less  by  1  foot  under  her  stern 
than  the  steamer  drew;  she  was  lifted  out  of  the  water  her  whole 
length — bows  entirely  on  the  bank,  and  heeled  over  to  starboard.  It 
was  my  impression,  after  making  a  careful  investigation  of  the  position 
of  the  steamer,  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  her  off.  In  fact,  it 
was  the  impression  of  all  on  board.  We  grounded  at  about  8:30  p.  m. 
At  9  p.  m.  the  gunboat  Nansemond,  Lieutenant  Butt  commanding,  came 
up  to  assist  in  getting  us  off.  We  succeeded  in  getting  a  hawser  fast 
and  attempted  to  haul  her  off  with  the  assistance  of  the  Torpedo ’s 
engines  working  hard  to  back.  I  found  she  did  not  move.  The  pilot 
of  the  Nansemond  said  that  it  was  high  water.  Then  I  was  firmly  con¬ 
vinced  that  she  could  not  be  gotten  off  under  the  circumstances.  I  then 
advised  with  Lieutenant  Butt  and  his  officers.  They  advised  me  to 
send  my  crew  on  board  of  the  Nansemond ,  first  destroying  my  torpedoes 
and  all  other  property  which  would  be  serviceable  to  the  enemy.  I 
concluded  to  send  all  of  the  crew  but  four  men  to  the  squadron,  which 
I  did,  and  wait  until  I  heard  from  you.  I  told  Lieutenant  Butt  if  I  did 
not  hear  from  you  after  sufficient  time  for  him  to  communicate  with  the 
flagship  I  would  take  it  for  granted  I  was  left  to  use  my  own  discretion. 
The  Nansemond  left  at  9:30  p.  m.  I  endeavored  to  ascertain  if  the 
enemy  were  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  as  there  were  several  camp 
fires  near  us,  but  no  one  at  them.  I  then  heard  a  noise  as  if  boats  were 
shoving  off  from  the  north  bank,  and  fearing  that  the  enemy  would 
cross  and  take  the  vessel,  I  ordered  the  torpedo  taken  off  and  sunk.  I 
also  had  the  ammunition  of  the  gun  and  small  arms  destroyed;  also 
destroyed  the  whisky.  I  could  distinctly  see  the  enemy  collecting  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river.  I  sent  two  men  to  communicate  with  our 
pickets  if  possible;  they  did  not  return,  being  detained.  At  1 :  30,  after 
midnight,  the  Breiory  came  up  to  haul  us  off'.  I  had  despaired  of  hear¬ 
ing  from  you,  thinking  you  had  succeeded  in  passing  the  obstructions. 
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The  Torpedo  lay  as  before.  I  sounded  often  and  found  the  water  had 
fallen  considerably.  1  took  a  line  from  the  Drewry ,  gave  the  order  for 
her  to  go  ahead,  started  forward  to  see  if  the  Torpedo  started  off.  At 
that  moment  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  lire  with  musketry.  I  endeav¬ 
ored  to  shelter  myself  by  stepping  on  the  guards  or  outside  of  the 
vessel,  and  by  so  doing  place  the  rail  of  ship  between  me  and  the 
enemy,  as  the  house  was  no  shelter.  In  so  doing  my  foot  slipped  and 
I  was  precipitated  overboard.  I  found  the  vessel  had  started  off.  I 
caught  by  one  ot  the  torpedo  guys,  but  from  being  so  weak  from  sick¬ 
ness  1  could  not  regain  the  steamer;  had  to  let  go  and  swim  on  shore. 
I  endeavored  to  join  the  ship  by  going  down  the  bank,  but  found  the 
enemy  had  crossed  on  the  south  side — had  to  turn  back.  1  did  not 
know  anyone  else  had  gotten  ashore.  I  did  not  give  any  order  for  the 
men  to  leave  the  ship,  and  left  myself  against  my  will.  1  ordered  the 
crew  to  shelter  themselves  until  the  enemy  stopped  firing.  I  then 
took  the  men  to  Battery  Semmes ;  could  not  get  any  farther  myself, 
having  a  chill.  I  sent  the  men  to  the  squadron  as  soon  as  I  could, 
intending  to  follow  as  soon  as  I  was  able.  1  hope,  sir,  this  statement 
may  meet  with  your  kind  approbation.  At  the  same  time,  hope,  when 
I  am  allowed  the  honor  of  seeing  you,  I  will  be  able  to  clear  every 
doubt  of  my  loyalty  and  willingness  to  serve  the  Confederacy  in  any 
way. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  P.  Bell, 

Second  Lieutenant ,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

I  allowed  the  steam  to  go  down  after  I  thought  I  would  not  hear 
from  you  and  would  have  to  destroy  the  vessel. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Smith,  C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo. 

C.  S.  S.  Torpedo,  January  25, 1S65. 

Sir  :  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  that  night  before  last,  when  on  our 
way  down  to  attack  the  enemy  (when  nearly  abreast  of  Dutch  Gap 
Canal),  that  the  Torpedo  was  fast  alongside  the  Virginia  and  grounded. 
Steamer  Nansemond  came  up  to  try  and  haul  us  off,  but  failed.  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Commanding  T.  P.  Bell,  commanding  the  Torpedo,  ordered  me 
to  take  part  of  the  crew,  go  on  board  the  Nansemond,  proceed  in  the 
Nansemond  down  to  the  flagship,  and  report  the  condition  of  the  Torpedo 
to  flag-officer,  who  ordered  me  up  with  the  gunboat  Dr ewru,  to  try  if 
possible  and  get  the  Torpedo  off.  On  arriving  close  to  Torpedo,  Captain 
Wall  furnished  me  a  hawser,  which  I  carried  to  the  Torpedo  and  made 
it  fast.  In  the  meantime  the  enemy  opened  heavy  fire  upon  us  from 
Dutch  Gap.  Lieutenant-Commanding  Bell,  of  the  Torpedo,  and  all  the 
crew  except  myself  and  two  men  left  the  Torpedo.  We  succeeded  in 
getting  her  off',  by  the  assistance  of  the  Drewry,  under  the  enemy’s  fire. 
After  getting  her  off  Captain  Wall,  of  the  Drewry,  sent  me  an  engineer 
and  three  men.  We  immediately  got  up  steam  and  proceeded  on  down 
to  the  squadron. 

Lieutenant  Bell  destroyed  all  the  ammunition,  ram  torpedo,  and  sev¬ 
eral  other  things  whilst  I  was  gone  to  the  flagship  in  the  Nansemond. 
When  I  reached  the  squadron  1  was  furnished  with  ammunition,  ram 
torpedo,  and  such  things  as  could  be  spared.  The  crew  of  the  Torpedo , 
hearing  of  the  Torpedo  being  saved,  came  down  to  the  batteries  at 
Howlett’s  at  1  p.  m.  yesterday  evening  and  got  on  board,  the  Torpedo 
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having  been  ordered  up  there  with  other  wooden  gunboats  to  be  con¬ 
cealed  from  enemy’s  monitors 

I  lost  the  gig,  the  only  boat  belonging  to  the  Torpedo ,  but  was  fur¬ 
nished  a  boat  '[by]  Captain  Alexander.  I  am  happy  to  say  the  Torpedo 
is  not  materially  damaged,  and  that  her  crew  is  all  safe,  through  the 
mercies  of  Almighty  God. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Master,  Provisional  Navy  G.  8.,  Gomdg.  Gunboat  Torpedo. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Smith,  C.  S.  Navy,  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo. 

Submarine  Defenses, 
Chaffin's  Bluff",  February  9, 1865. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  of  this  date,  I  hereby  state 
that  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  last  month,  when  we  started  down  the 
river  we  had  two  officers  on  board  the  steamer  Torpedo,  Captain  Bell 
and  myself.  Whilst  the  steamer  was  ashore  Captain  Bell  left,  so  there 
was  no  officer  on  board  but  myself,  until  Captain  Wall,  of  the  steamer 
Drewry,  sent  me  an  engineer  (Third  Assistant  [  engineer]  Jas.E.  Carlon). 

After  getting  down  to  the  flagship,  you  sent  me  another  engineer 
(Third  Assistant  [Engineer]  H.  Discher).  These  were  the  only  officers 
on  board  the  steamer  Torpedo  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  last  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Master,  Provisional  Navy ,  C.  S. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Fleet  Surgeon  Harrison,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  casualties  in  the  James  River 

Squadron. 

C.  S.  Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  correct  and  full  report  of  the  casualties 
which  occurred  in  the  James  Biver  squadron,  during  its  operations 
against  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  23d,  the  day  and  night  of  the 
24th,  and  the  morning  of  the  25th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  Harrison, 

Fleet  Surgeon. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Cojndg.  James  River  Squadron,  C.  S.  S.  Virginia,  James  River. 

(No.  1.  Lieutenant  William  P.  Mason,  of  this  vessel,  wound  through 
the  fleshy  part  of  the  left  thigh ;  not  dangerous.  His  right  foot  was 
slightly  cut,  and  right  leg  painfully  scorched  by  the  explosion  of  a 
shell. 

No.  2.  Lieutenant  Edward  Lakiu,  attached  to  torpedo  boat  Scorpion, 
was  blown  overboard  by  the  explosion  of  the  steamer  Drewry ;  severely 
stunned  and  dangerously  contused  on  left  side  of  chest,  right  arm  and 
hand,  and  left  leg. 
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3‘  1>;  W-  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  was  knocked  down  a  batch 

yNo'  “ThoTrerrHMfl11,?1^  \ruised  about  tbe  head  and  back. 

aJUnedby  ^0^  3.  °f  ““8  v““'>  ha“  ri«"‘  fo°‘  »">*«* 

,  5;  W/lhauJ  Edwards>  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  but  serving-  on 

s  nn  i1]6  t0fiped0  bnat  8oorPwni  was  blown  overboard  by  tbe  explo- 

aud  S6verely  C011tused  011  ]eft  ™  aad  £g°; 

?avid  ?iaker’  flrf-class  boy,  of  this  vessel,  bad  ankle  con¬ 
tused  and  painfully  scorched  by  tbe  explosion  of  a  shell,  and  was 
knocked  down  fire-room  batch  by  same;  not  dangerously  hurt, 

nf«v!oiVi  * :  f°pr®’  iaiulsman,  of  this  vessel,  received  small  fragment 
of  shell  m  right  cheek  and  a  cut  on  left  thumb;  slight  case. 

JNo.  8.  J.  C.  McDermott,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  cut  and  severely 
brain,?f  °U  nght  SUle  °f  U6ck;  left  tbi8'h  a  8'00d  deal  contused;  not 

ov31JOllS  C8jSG, 

.  .Peter  Mulina,  seaman,  of  this  vessel,  received  contusion  of 

right  thigh  and  left  ankle  by  explosion  of  a  shell;  painful,  but  not 
serious  cuse. 

^  40;  d>  E;  E-  Matthews,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  was  cut  on  hand 

and  thigh  by  fragment  of  shell;  slight  case. 

No  11  James  Murphy,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  cut  on  both  legs  aud 
face  by  fragments  from  the  knocking  in  of  the  stern  bulwarks  of  the 
suip  by  -X. V -inch  shot  from  \  aukoe  monitor;  not  a  serious  case. 

No.  12  J.  N.  Teague,  landsman,  of  this  vessel,  cut  by  fragment  of 
shell  on  back  of  wrist;  not  serious  case. 

No.  13.  Richard  Pascoe,  ship’s  painter,  of  this  vessel,  cut  by  small 
fragment  of  shell  in  right  leg  and  hand;  eyes  severely  scorched  bv 
explosion  of  shell;  not  severe  case. 

i  1E  W*  Skinner,  pilot  of  steamer  Hampton,  struck  bv  Minie 
ball  in  back;  wound  slight. 

No.  15.  J.  A.  Keenan,  landsman,  of  this  vessel;  native  of  New  York* 
was  struck  aud  killed  by  the  fragments  of  the  stern  bulwarks  of  the 
ship  when  knocked  in. 

No.  16.  William  Dechiso,  first-class  fireman,  of  this  vessel,  is  miss¬ 
ing;  was  blown  overboard  from  torpedo  boat  Scorpion. 

No.  17.  J.  R.  Cooper,  second-class  fireman,  of  this  vessel,  is  missing* 
was  blown  overboard  from  torpedo  boat  Scorpion. 

No.  18.  T.  M.  Moody,  landsman,  of  the  steamer  Drewry  was  killed 
by  the  explosion  of  steamer  Drewry. 

No.  19.  J.  W.  Grice,  landsman,  of  steamer  Roanoke ,  was  also  blown 
up  and  killed  by  explosion  of  steamer  Drewry. 

These  last  two  men  are  reported  to  have  volunteered  to  go  to  the 
assistance  of  the  torpedo  boat  Scorpion,  which  was  aground  near  the 
steamer  Drewry,  and  had  just  reached  her  when  the  explosion  occurred. 


Report  of  a  council  of  war,  convened  by  order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy. 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Virginia, 

Off  Battery  Dantzler,  James  River,  January  24, 1865 — 11  p.  m. 

Sir  :  At  your  request  we  have  maturely  weighed  all  the  circum¬ 
stances  now  attending  the  squadron  under  your  command.  They  are 
as  follows: 

That  we  fully  appreciate  the  necessity  of  its  attacking  the  enemy’s 
naval  forces  in  this  river;  that  but  one  hour  of  flood  tide  yet  remains; 
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that  the  smokestack  and  exhaust  pipe  of  this  ship  have  been  so  much 
broken  and  perforated  by  the  enemy’s  projectiles  that  the  steam,  when 
the  engines  are  moving,  completely  fills  the  main  deck  of  the  ship, 
making  it  impossible  for  the  officers  and  men  to  see  to  work  the  guns. 
Moreover,  the  wind  being  aft  in  going  down  the  river,  the  pilots  com¬ 
plain  that  it  blinds  them  and  that  they  are  not  willing  to  risk  getting 
the  ship  through  Trent’s  Reach,  for  fear  of  running  her  aground,  sub- 
iecting  her  again  to  the  condition  in  which  she  was  situated  last  night 
and  this  forenoon.  They  also  complain  that  the  Drummond  light  now 
reflected  up  Trent’s  Reach  by  the  enemy  is  also  another  difficulty  m 
the  way  of  the  safe  pilotage  of  the  squadron,  the  glare  of  this  light 
being  so  great.  They  sav  that  it  is  possible  to  pilot  the  ship  up  the 
river  against  the  wind.  We  have  neither  material  nor  time  to  make 
the  repairs  to  the  smokestack  and  exhaust  pipe  before  the  tide  begins 
to  fall.  The  success  of  the  enterprise  against  the  enemy  having  been,  in 
our  opinion,  greatly  militated  by  the  grounding  of  this  ship  and  the 
Richmond ,  the  loss  of  the  Drewry  and  one  pilot  torpedo  boat,  and  the 
disabling  of  another  and  of  the  gunboat  Hampton. 

The  enemy  having  been  fully  apprised  of  our  plans,  and  no  doubt 
having  been  able  by  this  time  to  make  every  preparation  to  prevent 
their  consummation,  we  do  not  deem  it  advisable  to  prosecute  the  plan 

of  attacking  him  at  present.  ,  . 

In  view  of  the  above  circumstances,  we  feel  compelled  to  advise  that 
the  whole  squadron  return  to-night  to  its  old  position  below  Chaffin’s 
Bluff. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

Jno.  McIntosh  Kell, 
Commander ,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 
Jno.  W.  Dunnington, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

P.  E.  Shepperd, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


List  of  officers  on  board  tbe  C.  S.  S.  Virginia. 


Rank. 

Name. 

Rank. 

Name. 

Flag-officer . 

Lieutenant,  commanding . 

Flag-lieutenant . 

Second  lieutenant . 

Surgeon  . 

Assistant  surgeon . 

Assistant  paymaster . 

Master - _. . . 

Passed  midshipman .  -  - 

J.  It.  Mitchell. 

J.  W.  Dunnington. 
C.  J.  Graves. 

W.  P.  Mason. 

W.  D.  Harrison. 

J.  E.  Moyler. 

N.  K.  Adams. 

J.  A.  G.  Williamson 
P.  H.  Gibbs. 

H.  H.  Scott. 

F.  M.  Thomas. 

F.  S.  Kennett. 

W.  S.  Davidson. 

H.  X.  Wright. 

Second  assistant  engineer  . . . 

Third  assistant  engineer . 

Do . 

Do . 

Gunner . 

Carpenter . 

Master's  mate . 

First  lieutenant  (marines) . . . 

Secretary . -  - 

Pilot . . 

E.  F.  Gill. 

H.  Discher. 

J.  K.  Langhorne. 
j .  L.  McDonald. 

It.  J.  Webb. 

W.  R.  Jarvis. 

J.  T.  Layton. 

T.  P.Gwynn. 

J.  W.  Daniel. 

E.  Moore. 

S.  W.  Wood. 

F.  A.  G.  Handy. 

D.  B.  Bradford. 

T.  J.  Waldron. 

Do . . 

Midshipman . 

Do . 

Signal  officer . 

Do . 

Chief  engineer . 

Do . 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Jno.  W.  Dunnington, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 
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Rank. 


Name. 


Commander . 

First  lieutenant . 

Do . 

Second  lieutenant . 

Passed  midshipman. . 

Do . ... . ;; 

Midshipman _ * . 

Lieutenant  (Marine  Corps) 

Gunner . 

Do . . 

Pilot .  . 

Do .  . 


J.  Mel.  Kell. 

A.  G.  Hudgins. 
L.  R.  Hill.' 

W.  W.  Read. 

J.  A.  Peters. 

H.  H.  Tyson. 

E.  C.  Macbin. 

S.  M.  Roberts. 
E.  G-.  Williams. 
C.E.  Porter. 

H.  Williams. 
Chas.  Layton. 


Rank. 

Name. 

Master’s  mate . 

William  McBlair. 

Do . 

Do . 

(J.  E.  Bragdon. 

G.  N.  Halstead. 

0 .  G.  Boxley. 

B.  F.  Rodman. 

M.  P.  Young. 

J.  W.  Tomlinson. 
T.  J.  White. 

Z.  Fearing. 

W.  H.  Sea  bury. 

Assistant  surgeon... 

Do . . . 

First  assistant  engineer 
Second  assistant  engineer  . . . 
Third  assistant  engineer  . 

Do . 

Signal  operator . 

Do . 

List  of  officers  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg. 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg, 

J  antes  River,  February  5,  1865. 

23dlt'Tlie  lollowillg' is  a  list  of  the  officers  on  board  this  ship  on  the 


Rank.  |  Name. 


Lieutenant,  commanding  . 

First  lieutenant . 

Second  lieutenant 
Passed  midshipman . 

Do . 

Master’s  mate _ 

Do . .  . 

Do . 

Assistant  surgeon . . 

Do . 

Assistant  paymaster 


Francis  E.  Sbepperd. 
HSneas  Armstrong. 
Crawford  H.  Gormley. 
Lawrence  M.  Rootes. 
Francis  L.  Place. 
Richard  N.  Spraggins. 
William  A.  Lanikin. 
George  M.  Rootes. 

•T.  P.  Lipscomb. 
Edmund  K.  Goldsbor- 
ough. 

Edward  McKean. 


Rank.  Name. 


Second  lieutenant  (C.  S. 
Marine  Corps.) 

GuDner . 

Second  assistant  engineer 

Third  assistant  engineer 

Do .  . 

Do . 

Do . 

Pilot . 

Do . 

Signal  operator . 

Do . 


Everard  T.  Eggleston. 

James  H.  Cahill. 
Adolphus  I.  Schwartz- 
man. 

James  E.  Lacklison. 
William  H.  Hardy. 

[J.  E.]  Viernelson. 
James  E.  Ruth. 

Lewis  Parrish. 

Samuel  Barnes. 
Nicholas  H.  Lewis. 
Lafayette W.  Hodges. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  Shepperd, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  J ohn  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


List  of  officers  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Hampton. 


C.  S.  S.  Hampton, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  5,  1865. 

List  of  officers  on  board  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  January 
1865  : 


Rank. 

Name. 

Rank. 

Name. 

Master's  mate . 

Do . 

Second  assistant  engineer  .... 

Lyman  Buck. 
Thomas  Mason. 
Jos.  S.  West. 

Third  assistant  engineer  .... 

Second-class  pilot . . 

Signal  operator . 

Jos.  Minchener. 

W.  W.  Skinner. 

A.  J.  Hamil. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


Jos.  1).  Wilson, 
First  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 
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List  of  officers  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Nansemond. 


0.  S.  S.  Nansemond, 

James  River,  February  5 ,  1865. 

Sir:  The  following- named  officers  were  attached  to  this  vessel  on 
the  night  of  the  23d  January: 


Rank. 

Name. 

Rank. 

Name. 

Lieutenant,  commanding . 

Walter  R.  Butt. 

Third  assistant  engineer . 

Do . 

Jno.  H.  Parker. 

A.  V.  Rowe. 

Passed  midshipman . 

Master’s  mate . 

W.  B.  Littlepage. 

Pilot . 

James  E.  Turner. 
C.  S.  Adams. 

Do . 

A.  W.  Masters. 

Signal  operator . 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Walter  E.  Butt, 

Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


List  of  officers  on  board  tbe  C.  S.  S.  Beaufort. 

0.  S.  S.  Beaufort, 

James  River,  February  5,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  following  named  officers  were 
on  board  this  vessel  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  ot  January  last,  viz : 


Rank. 

Name. 

Rank. 

Name. 

Lieutenant,  commanding . 

J.  W.  Alexander. 

J.  W.  Belvin. 

W.  T.  Harding. 

Acting  master’s  mate . 

Do  . 

E.  M.  Smith. 
Gfustavus  Foster. 

Third  assistant  engineer . 

Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Belviu  was  detailed  on  the  24th  January, 
and  Second-Class  Pilot  W.  H.  Carlou  joined  the  vessel  on  the  same 


day. 

Respectfully,  etc., 


J.  W.  Alexander, 
Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 


Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


List  of  officers,  late  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Drewry,  giving  their  present  duty. 

C.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  25, 1865. 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
C.  S.  gunboat  Drewry,  lately  under  my  command,  and  where  they  are 
at  the  present  time : 
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.Name. 

Rank. 

Duty. 

W.  H.  Wall . 

William  Smith . 

Lieutenant,  commandino-  . 

Ordered  to  Lieut.  C.  W.  Read. 

L.  L.  h  oster . 

...  .do  . 

Ordered  to  steamer  Torpedo. 
Ordered  to  Lieut.  W.  L.  Bradford 

On  board  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

Do. 

Lloyd  Bowdoin . 

Holmes  A  hern . 

E.  C.  Skinner _ 

Third  assistant  engineer 

Messrs.  Williamson  and  Moore.. 

Signal  operators . 

Ordered  to  steamer  Beanforf. 

On  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

- - - 

- - - 

^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  -  FT.  Wall,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

T^.  ,v,  Lieutenant ,  Commanding. 

Gag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S. 

Commanding  Janies  River  Squadron. 


Unofficial  letter  from  Second  Lieutenant  Eggleston,  C.  S.  Marine  Corps,  to  Captain  Holmes, 

C.  S.  Marine  Corps. 

c-  s-  s-  Fredericksburg,  January  26, 1S65. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Thinking  that  you  may  feel  some  interest  in  the 
ate  movement  of  the  squadron,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  you  an  idea  of 
wliaf  we  did  and  the  cause  of  our  return. 

the\tv?r  (  rTU!eiiWay  at  (i :  ?,°  p*  ra-  Mon6ay  last,  and  proceeded  down 
Til  [James],  passing  the  upper  end  of  Dutch  Gap  at  10:30  p.  m. 

T  u  7u  tb?  f^PtonJn  tow,  leading,  the  Virginia  and  Xanse- 

mond  next,  followed  by  the  Richmond  and  Brewry  in  the  same  order, 
most  complete  surprise.  The  first  picket  that  fired  at  us  was 

Wp  0t  b,lglia,1  Hl11 5  .tbe  first  beavy  gun  was  opposite  Dutch  Gap. 

\\  e  had  to  anchor  twice  above  the  Yankee  obstructions  to  wait  for  the 

thrloL6!6  S’  w1  having  cut  away  some  spars  we  passed  safely 
lougu  their  obstructions  at  i. :  15  a.  m.  and  came  to  anchor  some  400 
yards  below,  to  wait  for  the  other  vessels.  Up  to  this  time  everythin «• 
had  gone  on  finely;  none  of  their  mortar  or  rifled  shot  had  done  anv 
damage,  aud  wo  wore  anxiously  looking  for  the  Vivc/inici.  All  felt  cor 
tain  that  daylight  would  find  us  at  Harrison’s  Bar,  busy  sinking 
obstructions,  with  the  river  open  behind  us.  Every  officer  and  man 
seemed  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  the  end  to  be  attained,  aud  all 
seemed  prompted  to  do  everything  in  their  power.  We  waited  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  when  our  captain  (Shepperd)  sent  up  and  found  the 
Virginia,  Richmond,  and  Brewry  hard  aground,  with  the  tide  falling 
VVe  were  ordered  to  come  up  and  lay  by  to  render  assistance  We 
came  up  and  anchored  just  above  the  Virginia.  The  enemy  had  opened 
cm  us  from  four  mortar  batteries  and  several  rifled  guns,  and  were  get- 
ting  our  range  pretty  well,  but  up  to  daylight  no  damage  was  done 
About  daylight  a  double-turreted  monitor  came  up  to  within  900  yards 
of  the  Virginia  and  opened  on  her  with  XY  and  XI  inch  guns.  Their 
land  batteries  of  200  and  100-pounder  Parrotts  also  opened  with  their 
mortars,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  pieces  of  field  artillery  (20  and  30  pounder 
I  arrotts).  She  was  struck  beween  125  and  150  times,  but  the  only  ones 
that  did  any  damage  were  two  XV-inch.  One  struck  just  above  and 
to  the  light  of  the  after  port  on  the  port  side,  driving  in  the  shield 
from  the  top  of  the  port  to  the  spar  deck.  The  shield  had  0  inches  of 
non  and  _S  inches  of  old  field  pine.  This  shot  killed  1  and  wounded  7. 
Another  struck  amidships  on  the  port  side,  driving  in  some  2  feet  of 
the  plating  and  the  woodwork. 
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Two  100-pounder  Parrotts  struck  on  the  spar  deck,  cracking  one  of 
the  largest  beams;  besides  this  there  was  very  little  damage  done. 

The  Drewry  was  blown  up  by  a  mortar  shell  about  8  a.  m.  Tuesday 
morning;  only  2  men  were  killed.  The  Richmond  sustained  little  or  no 
damage.  The  greatest  damage  this  vessel  sustained  was  from  a  -00- 
pounder  Parrott  that  struck  on  the  fan  tail  forward  and  cut  our  anchor 
chain,  and  the  jar,  it  is  supposed,  started  her  leaking.  W  e  got  under¬ 
way  Tuesday  evening,  but  found  the  Virginia's  exhaust  pipe  and 
smokestack  were  so  riddled  as  to  fill  the  gun  deck  with  smoke  and 
steam,  which  was  the  cause  of  our  returning.  .  .  ,  ., 

The  whole  blame  rests  with  the  two  pilots  of  the  T  irgmia.  As  it 
afterwards  turned  out,  there  was  only  one  monitor  above  City  Point. 
It  is  reported  that  we  will  go  down  again  this  evening;  it  so,  we  can 
hardly  hope  for  so  few  obstacles;  but  if  we  go  at  all,  it  should  be  before 

they  have  time  to  collect  a  large  fleet. 

The  marines  were  landed  once  to  meet  a  reported  advancing  line  ol 
the  enemy’s  sharpshooters,  but  we  could  not  discover  any. 

We  might  have  done  something  that  would  have  had  a  great  effect 
but  for  those - pilots  (I  omit  the  adjective  from  motives  of  charity). 

Trusting  for  better  luck  next  time,  and  with  kind  regards  to  Captain 
Wilson,  Messrs.  Cameron,  Crenshaw,  and  all  enquiring  friends,  I  remain, 
Very  truly,  your  friend, 

*  J  E.  T.  Eggleston. 

Captain  George  Holmes, 

Camp  Beall. 


[Telegram.] 

Is  Ay  y  Department,  January  24, 1865. 

Proceed  to  Hampton  Roads  without  delay  and  report  for  duty  there. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary. 

Captain  A.  H.  Kilty, 

Commanding  Roanoke ,  Point  Lookout. 


[Telegram.] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  24, 1865 — 8  p.  m. 

(Received  8:10  p.  in. j 

Until  all  is  secure  here  I  can  not  leave  for  Wilmington.  It  will  be 
Thursday  morning  at  the  earliest  before  I  can  leave. 

U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  G.  V.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  24 , 1865. 
Have  a  good  steamer  to  take  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  myself 
to  Cape  Fear,  to  be  ready  Thursday  morning. 

G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Navy  Yard ,  Norfolk ,  Va. 
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[Telegram.] 


City  Point,  January  24,  1865. 

t,,,  ^  ,  (Received  9:50  p.  m.) 

It  the  weather  holds  dry  I  want  to  go  to  Fort  Fisher  as  soon  as  nos 

l|f’it°shS  nbe  here  wJ'euever  the  roads  admit  of  troops  moving 
£  shoald  ram  a  day  or  two  would  not  make  any  difference.  I 
should  particularly  like  you  to  go  with  me,  however. 


Captain  Fox. 


U.  S.  Grant, 
Lieutenant-  General. 


EeP0‘llL!i, IW,  u.  8.  Navy,  commanding  naval 
station  at  Beaufort,  N.  C.,  regarding  the  movements  of  vessels. 

Naval  Station, 
Beaufort,  JY.  G.,  January  21,  1865. 

SIR:  The  U.  S.  S.  Lenapee  arrived  last  evening  from  New  York  witli 

t0  *T°U-.  having  encountered  heavy  weather  and  great 
difficulty  with  her  steering  gear,  she  will  require  some  three  to  four  days 
tor  i  e pairs  and  coaling,  when  she  will  proceed  to  join  you  at  Wilmin°-- 
°n.  I  send  enclosed  a  copy  of  additional  numbers  allotted  to  vessels 
received  from  Lieutenant  Commander  S.  Magaw,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Lenapee.  The  coal  vessels  are  on  their  way  down,  and  all  orders  are 
being  carried  out  as  rapidly  as  our  force  permits.  I  hope  to  have  the 
ordnance  steamer  Chase  and  schooners  Mason  and  M.  &  E.  Henderson 
on  their  way  to-morrow. 

AYry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  C.  West, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  Naval  Station. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Barnes,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  military 
affairs  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

U.  s.  S.  Bat, 

Off  Western  Bar,  January  24,  1865. 

Admiral:  I  reached  Georgetown,  [S.  C.],  this  forenoon,  and  found 
there  the  State  of  Georgia,  Commander  Fabius  Stanly,  senior  officer- 
Mingo,  Jipsic ,  and  Ethan  Allen.  The  Tuscarora  was  hourly  expected 
from  Port  Royal.  I  received  from  Commander  Stanly  the  enclosed 
communication  from  General  Sherman,  and  returned  without  delav 
with  it  to  this  point. 

The  Mingo,  Commander  Creighton,  goes  inside  of  Winyah  Bay  to-day 
and  the  port  of  Georgetown  will  thus  be  effectually  closed  to  blockade 
runners  by  an  inside  blockade. 

Commander  Creighton  informs  me  that  he  left  Broad  River  touch¬ 
ing  at  Hilton  Head  yesterday.  General  Sherman  was  then  at  Hilton 
Head,  and  his  army  variously  distributed  with  a  view  to  the  capture  of 
Branchville,  |S.  C.],  Augusta,  Ga.,  and  other  places  in  South  Carolina; 
that  he  expressed  his  intention  of  laying  waste  most  of  South  Carolina 
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before  approaching  Charleston.  [F.  P.  j  Blair’s  corps  was  at  Pocotaligo ; 
f  J.  P.l  Hatch’s  at  Garden’s  Corner,  or  thereabouts.  Branchville  was 
reported  heavily  fortified  and  defended  by  a  large  army;  a  heavy  fight 
was  anticipated  in  taking  the  place.  A  feint  was  to  be  made,  which  it 
was  thought  would  draw  Hardee’s  attention  toward  Augusta.  Lee  has 
sent  large  reinforcements  to  Georgia  and  South  Carolina.  It  was  stated 
also  that  some  of  our  troops  had  landed  at  Bull’s  Bay,  but  nothing 
definite  seemed  to  be  known  of  it.  None  of  the  officers  had  heard  ot 
any  projected  movement  by  which  Sherman  would  touch  at  Georgetown, 
and  Commander  Creighton  seemed  very  confident  that  he  knew  all  the 
contemplated  movements. 

The  monitor  Montauk  left  Hilton  Head  to  joiu  you  yesterday.  The 
State  of  Georgia  was  under  orders  to  report  to  you  for  a  supply  of  XV- 
inch  shell,  t  shall  continue  to  cruise  under  my  orders,  touching  off 
Georgetown  occasionally  for  any  other  communication  which  may  be 
there  for  you,  and  give  some  attention  to  Little  Biver  and  Shallotte 
inlets. 

I  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

John  S.  Barnes, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  Commanding  Bat. 

Bear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb,  TJ.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  measures  for  the  protection  of  New  Berne. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  21,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  ordered  the  torpedo  boat  Spuyten  Duyvil  to  report  to 
you.  You  will  keep  her  at  New  Berne  and  blow  up  if  she  attempts  to 
come  down. 

I  have  also  ordered  three  or  four  double-enders  to  proceed  to  New 
Berne  to  protect  the  place.  They  are  to  remain  at  New  Berne. 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Macomb, 
U.  S.  Navy,  in  response  to  his  request  for  a  Parrott  rifle. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  24,  1865 . 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  20th  instant,  requesting  that  a  30-pounder  Par¬ 
rott  rifle  be  sent  to  you  for  your  vessel,  has  been  received. 

I  have  repudiated  the  Parrott  guns  altogether,  but  have  written  to 
the  Bureau  of  Ordnance  requesting  that  two  20-pounder  brass  Dahlgreu 
rifles  be  sent  to  you. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds  of  North  Carolina. 
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Report  of  Commander  Macomb ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  urgent  need  of 

additional  vessels  for  the  protection  of  New  Berne  and  Plymouth,  N.  C. 

U.  S.  S.  Shamrock, 

District  op  the  Sounds  op  North  Carolina, 

Off  New  Berne,  N.  (].,  January  24,  1865. 

Admiral:  1  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
tei  ot  the  19th  instant,  and  to  inform  you  that  1  have  this  day  arrived 
at  New  Berne  with  this  vessel,  leaving  the  Mattabesett ,  Valley  City 
Ceres,  and  Lockwood  with  the  tugs  at  Plymouth. 

A  e  have  now  at  New  Berne  the  Shamrock,  Wyalusing,  and  Commo¬ 
dore  Hull. 

As  yet  there  have  been  no  signs  of  an  attack,  nor  do  the  authorities 
here  seem  to  expect  one.  I  am  only  fearful  that  instead  of  moving  on 
this  place  the  enemy  may  attack  Plymouth  in  my  absence  while  we  are 
so  shorthanded  there. 

This  brings  up  again  a  subject  on  which  T  have  spoken  before,  i.  e., 
the  necessity  of  having  more  vessels  sent  to  this  district.  As  it  is  now 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  send  the  Commodore  Bull  and  Lockwood  north  for 
repairs,  both  these  vessels  having  been  repeatedly  condemned  by  sur¬ 
veys,  and  only  kept  out  here  because  we  could  not  spare  them.  The 
consequence  is  they  are  both  almost  entirely  broken  down.  The  Hull 
has  been  at  work  a  mouth  patching  her  boiler,  and  the  other  day,  when 
she  pumped  the  water  into  it,  it  was  as  bad  as  ever,  and  they  had  to 
go  to  work  again.  Even  without  the  loss  of  these  vessels  I  was  very 
short-handed,  but  now  that  they  are  useless,  should  the  enemy  make 
any  movement  in  this  part  of  the  State  I  would  be  unable  to  oppose  him 
as  I  should  in  all  the  sounds  and  rivers  of  this  district.  I  have  not 
even  vessels  enough  to  take  care  of  both  sounds. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  IT.  Macomb, 

Comdr.,  Comdg.  District  Sounds,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Bear- Admiral  D.  D.  Pouter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


[Telegram.  ] 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  25,  i860 — 7 p.  m. 

*  (Received  8  p.  m.) 

I  will  wait  at  Hampton  Roads  until  Friday  for  you.  Shall  not  start 
from  here  until  10  p.  m.  to-morrow  evening,  unless  you  say  you  can 
not  go. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  Central. 

Hon.  G.  Y.  Fox, 

Assistant  Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  25, 1865. 
Has  the  Rhode  Island  returned?  She  will  be  wanted  Friday  morning 
at  8  a.  m.  for  General  Grant. 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Commodore  Lanman,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Thatcher,  JJ.  8. 
Nary,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Colorado,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  New 
York. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  25, 1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  will 
proceed  with  your  vessel  to  New  York  and  report  to  him  by  letter  from 
there  upon  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  H.  K.  Thatcher, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Colorado ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Smith,  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanding  U.  8.  8.  Wabash,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to  Boston. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  will 
proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Boston,  Mass.,  and  report  to  him  by  letter 
upon  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  M.  Smith, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Wabash ,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Lanman ,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Minnesota,  to  proceed  with  that  vessel  to 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  you  will 
proceed  with  your  vessel  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  and  report  to  him  by 
letter  upon  your  arrival. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Minnesota,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

I  .  S.  S.  New  Ironsides, 

Bermuda  Hundred,  via  City  Point,  January  25,  1865. 

(Received  1 :  20  p.  m.,  January  28.) 
Admiral  Porter  has  ordered  the  Massasoit,  Hunchback,  and  Spuyten 
Duyyil  to  New  Berne,  N.  C.  In  view  of  the  difficulties  here  1  have 
retained  them.  General  Graham  wants  boats  to  land  troops  at  Pagan 
Creek.  I  have  asked  Commodore  Lanman  to  furnish  them. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Tr  ^  „T  Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Order  of  Hear -Admiral  Porter,  IT.  8.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
atmough,  l  .  8.  A  ary,  to  for  ward  a  copy  of  signals  used  by  Lieutenant 
Cushing. 

Gate  Fear  River,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  send  me  a  copy  of  tlie  signals  used  by  Lieutenant 
Cushing  to  entice  blockade  runners  in. 

\  on  will  have  Raid  Head  light  lit  every  night  and  detail  a  special 
party  to  attend  to  it. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  1).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G.  Watmoitgti, 

Commanding  Kansas,  off  Smithville. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Glitz , 
l  .  8.  Navy,  in  relation  to  blockade  runners  and  prizes. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  25,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will  have  the  guns  on  the  Mound  put  in  order,  loaded,  and 
pointed  across  the  channel  seaward  to  fire  on  a  blockade  runner  that 
may  come  in  and  attempt  to  go  out  again.  This  must  be  done  at  once; 
a  crew  placed  at  the  guns  every  night  and  an  intelligent  officer  to 
attend  to  the  lights. 

Besides  the  range  lights  you  must  keep  on  shore  a  red  and  white 
light,  which  must  be  shown  at  the  foot  of  the  Mound,  white  above  the 
red,  until  we  can  get  the  night  signals,  and-  also  wave  a  white  light 
twice  from  the  foot  of  the  Mound  as  the  stranger  comes  in.  An  armed 
tug  will  be  kept  in  readiness  every  night  at  sunset  and  report  to  you. 
You  will  have  a  boat’s  crew  and  an  officer  in  whom  you  can  repose  con¬ 
fidence  to  take  charge  if  a  prize  comes  in.  Push  alongside  and  board 
her  and  take  possession.  If  she  attempts  to  escape  the  Mound  will 
open  fire  on  her  and  so  will  the  tug. 

When  your  boat  boards  the  prize,  draw  up  on  the  quarter-deck  every 
man  belonging  to  our  boats  and  don’t  permit  one  of  them  to  go  below. 
Place  an  officer  in  charge  of  engine  room  and  over  the  holds  with  orders 
to  shoot  anyone  attempting  to  take  anything  belonging  to  the  ship, 
and  he  will  without  hesitation  shoot  any  person  belonging  to  the  prize 
who  attempts  to  throw  anything  overboard  or  attempts  to  injure  the 
vessel  or  property  in  her  in  any  way.  As  soon  as  possible  put  marines 
on  board.  Take  away  all  the  liquor  from  passengers  and  lock  it  up. 
If  they  are  unruly  place  them  in  irons. 

I  look  to  you  now  to  see  these  orders  carried  out  to  the  letter,  and 
place  any  officer  under  arrest  who  attempts  to  take  the  slightest  article 
out  of  the  prize.  Immediately  on  boarding,  place  all  the  passengers  below 
and  place  a  sentry  over  them  while  you  search  for  papers.  I  don’t  intend 
any  such  disgraceful  scene  shall  occur  again  under  my  command  as 
occurred  on  the  last  occasion,  and  I  look  to  you  to  see  that  my  orders 
are  strictly  carried  out. 

Report  to  me  at  4  o’clock  p.  m.  that  the  guns  on  the  Mound  are  all 
ready  for  service  and  loaded,  and  the  crews  detailed  for  them.  Any¬ 
thing  you  can  think  of  to  help  the  matter  let  me  know. 

An  engineer  should  always  go  on  the  night  picket  to  aid  in  case  his 
knowledge  is  required.  The  engineer  will  at  once  jump  to  the  engine 
room  and  look  out  for  the  cocks,  and  see  that  no  tricks  are  played.  He 
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will  be  armed,  and  slioot  any  engineer,  fireman,  or  coal  heaver  who  may 
attempt  to  injure  the  vessel  while  in  our  possession. 

None  of  the  vessels  lying  in  the  river  are  to  show  any  lights  at  night. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  P.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Corn  m  an  ding  Osceola,. 


Capture  of  the  British  steamer  Blenheim ,  Janury  25,  1865. 

Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Nav3_. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  8.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River ,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture  of  the  blockade  r.unner 
Blenheim ,  from  Nassau.  She  came  in  here  last  night,  supposing  the 
place  had  not  been  taken,  and  fell  into  our  hands. 

She  has  an  assorted  cargo  of  blankets,  shoes,  hats,  etc. 

I  will  seud  her  to  New  York  for  adjudication, 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


Report  cf  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Green,  IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  IJ.  S.  S.  Tristram 

Shandy. 

U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  January  26,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
January,  1805,  I  boarded  with  a  prize  crew  and  took  possession  of  the 
steamer  Blenheim,  loaded  with  an  assorted  cargo  and  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade. 

At  the  time  of  capture  she  had  anchored  off  the  Mound  battery, 
and  no  one  on. board  was  aware  of  the  capture  of  this  place  by  our 
forces.  At  the  time  of  boarding  they  were  endeavoring  to  get  the  ves¬ 
sel  underway.  A  boat  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg  boarded  her  about 
five  minutes  after  my  boat. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  M.  Green, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding . 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Acting  Master  Gelett,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Lilian. 

U.  S.  S.  Lilian, 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  attending  the  capture  of  the  blockade  runner  Blenheim  at 
New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  25,  1865: 

At  daylight  perceived  a  strange  steamer  anchored  inside  the  bar.  I 
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immediately  proceeded  ou  board,  and  on  my  arrival  found  a  boat  from 
the  U.  b.  S.  Tristram  Shandy ,  which  had  boarded  her  a  few  minutes 
previously.  Being  the  senior  officer  present  on  board,  I  immediately 
took  charge  of  her  till  a  prize  master  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy 
and  a  guard  ol  marines  from  the  flagship  arrived.  The  Lilian  was  about 
three- fourths  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  prize,  lying  at  anchor,  being 
the  nearest  ship  to  the  Blenheim ,  except  the  U.  S.  S.  Tristram  Shandy. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jos.  S.  Gelett, 

Acting  Master ,  Commander. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  1).  C. 


Report  of  Acting-  Ensign  Sands,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  IT.  S.  S.  Gettysburg,  claiming  a  share  of  the  prize- 


U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg, 

New  Inlet ,  Forth  Carolina ,  January  26,  1865. 


Sir  :  Yesterday  morning  at  early  daylight  I,  being  officer  of  the  deck, 
perceived  a  strange  steamer  within  the  bar,  and  at  once  notified  Acting 
Master  Dahlgren  thereof.  We  lowered  a  boat  at  once,  which  was  the 
second  boat  to  board  her,  and  but  a  few  minutes  after  the  boat  from  the 
Tristram  Shandy.  We  had  steam  up  at  the  time,  and  could  have  been 
underway  as  soon  as  the  Blenheim  herself,  and  therefore  we  claim  a  share 
in  her  as  assisting  in  the  capture. 

In  the  absence  of  the  commanding  officer  pro  tern.,  Acting  Master 
Dahlgren,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  this  statement. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 


F.  P.  B.  Sands, 

Acting  Ensign ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Gettysburg. 

Commodore  J.  M.  B.  Glitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Clitz,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Osceola,  to  furnish  list  of  vessels  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  prize. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River ,  January  26, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  send  in  to  me  a  list  of  those  vessels  you  consider 
entitled  to  share  in  the  capture  of  the  Blenheim. 

I  want  the  names  of  only  those  who  could  have  assisted  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  prize  from  going  to  sea  and  escaping. 

Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Osceola. 


Report  of  Commander  Clitz,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  list  of  vessels  entitled  to  share  in  the  prize. 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina ,  January  26,  1865. 
Admiral:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  to-day  I  have  to  state 
that  in  my  opinion  the  following  vessels  are  entitled  to  share  in  the 
capture  of  the  English  prize  steamer  Blenheim,  viz: 
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U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg ,  U.  S.  S.  Osceola,  U.  S.  S.  Lilian ,  V.  S.  S.  Tristram 
Shandy,  U.  S.  S.  Britannia. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  B.  Clitz, 
Commander,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Smith,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  proceed  to  New 
York  in  command  of  prize  steamer  Blenheim. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  January  27,  1865. 

Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Mackinaw ,  and  you 
will  assume  command  of  the  prize  steamer  Blenheim  and  proceed  with 
her  to  New  York  and  deliver  her  to  the  prize  commissioners,  taking 
their  receipt  for  the  same,  and  report  her  to  the  district  judge. 

After  performing  this  duty  you  will  report  to  the  Navy  Department 
for  orders. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant  B.  P.  Smith,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy, 
to  proceed  to  the  Navy  Department  as  a  member  of  a  board. 


Navy  Deparment,  January  25, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  Department  desires  you,  so  soon  as  you  have  finished  oper¬ 
ations  in  Cape  Fear  River  and  can  be  spared  therefrom,  to  report  at 
the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Navy  Department,  as  a  member  of  a  naval 
board,  of  which  Vice-Admiral  Farragut  will  act  as  president. 

V ery  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 


[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  26, 1865. 
We  shall  be  with  you  in  the  morning  (Friday).  Please  be  ready  to 
take  us  to  Cape  Fear  and  back. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Commander  S.  D.  Trenchard,  U.  S.  Navy, 

U.  S.  S.  Rhode  Island,  Hampton  Roads. 
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On/er  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  V.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Cushing ,  U.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Monticello ,  to  cruise  for  blockade  runners. 

Cape  Fear  Fiver,  January  26, 1865. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  your  vessel  to  the  southward  of  the  West- 
eru  ar 'to-night,  down  along  the  coast  near  Folly  Inlet,  Few  Fiver,  and 
oliallotte  Inlet,  and  see  if  you  can  pick  up  any  blockade  runners. 
Fespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  J).  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Lieutenant  W.  B.  Cushing, 

Commanding  Monticello. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  January  27,1865. 

(Received  11 : 15  a.  m.) 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  desired  me  to  say  that  Lieuten¬ 
ant-General  Grant  and  himself  sailed  by  the  Rhode  Island  at  10  a.  m. 

Joseph  Laotian, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer,  etc. 

Secretary  op  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  January  27, 1865. 

(Received  1  p.  m.) 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch,  dated  City  Point,  Jan¬ 
uary  27,  1865,  from  Commodore  William  Radford: 


It  is  reported  that  an  expedition  of  torpedo  boats  is  fitting  out,  three  in  Jones 
Creek  and  one  in  Smithfield  Creek,  nearly  opposite  Newport  News. 

Joseph  Lanman, 
Commodore  and  Senior  Officer. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  [January  27,1865]. 

If  practicable,  fit  out  and  dispatch  an  expedition  to  capture  or  destroy 
the  torpedo  boats  reported  to  be  in  Jones  Creek.  If  not  practicable, 
take  all  proper  measures  to  guard  against  disaster  to  our  vessels. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commodore  Jos.  Lanman, 

Commanding  JJ.  8. 8.  Minnesota  and  Senior  Officer,  Hampton  Roads. 
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[Telegram.]  v 

Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  January  27 ,  1865— 1  p.  m. 

I  am  organizing  a  party  to  proceed  by  launches  and  attack  the 

torpedo  boats  or  to  blockade  tlie  mouth  of  the  creeks. 

Joseph  Lanman. 


Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  January  27 ,  1865. 

(Received  (3:15  p.  m.) 

Tlie  Roanoke  lias  arrived.  I  have  ordered  her  to  Newport  News. 
Two  tugs  and  three  boats  have  gone  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
M.  8.  Stuyvesant  also.  The  A.  I).  Vance  just  arrived  and  will  return 
to  Newport  News. 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 


January  27,  1S65. 


Deserters  report  that  a  party  of  500  men,  supposed  to  be  a  torpedo 
gang,  are  in  motion.  Last  seen  between  Drewry’s  Bluff  and  the 
Howlett  house,  on  the  Petersburg  turnpike,  and  moving  toward 
Petersburg. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 


Commander  E.  T.  Nichols, 

Comdg.  JJ.  S.  S.  Mendota ,  near  Aiken's  Landing ,  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 


Caution  the  vessels  in  York  River  to 
and  surprise  boarding  parties. 


January  27,  1865. 
guard  against  torpedo  boats 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 


Lieutenant  H.  B.  Rumsey, 

Care  of  Captain  Berrien ,  Navy  Yard ,  Norfolk ,  Va. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  disposition  of 

vessels  of  his  comme  nd. 

Special  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River , 

No.  12.  j  January  27,  1865. 

The  following  will  be  the  disposition  of  the  vessels  until  further 
orders,  after  this  date: 

The  Tacony,  Unadilla,  and  Huron  will  move  up  and  take  position 
right  abreast  of  each  other,  just  out  of  gunshot  of  Fort  Anderson,  which 
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is  on  the  left  hand  going  up  the  river,  and  about  4  miles  distant  from 
here. 

The  wiH  lie  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  and  the  Huron  and 

L  nadilla  will  he  on  either  side  of  the  channel  abreast  of  her,  about  150 
,\  aids  from  the  Tacony.  The  Pequot  will  then  move  up  and  lie  below 
the  l  nadilla,  while  the  station  of  the  monitor  will  be  below  the  Tacony 
as  close  as  she  can  safely  lie. 

The  four  vessels  mentioned  will  have  charge  of  the  picket  duty  and 
take  it  turn  about  every  night.  The  picket  launch  and  one  tug  will  be 
sent  ahead  of  the  picket  vessels  after  dark.  The  tug  will  lie  at  anchor 
with  steam  up,  showing  no  lights,  and  with  chain  buoyed  and  ready  to 
slip.  The  picket  launch  will  lie  alongside  of  her  and  run  out  ahead 
now  and  then  to  make  observations. 

One  of  the  picket  vessels  on  watch  will  send  a  boat  with  muffled  oars, 
and  armed,  to  lie  alongside  of  the  tug,  which  boat  will  pull  about  inshore 
and  above  the  tug,  to  see  if  the  rebels  are  prowling  around  in  boats. 

I  have  only  to  say  that  the  crews  of  any  rebel  boats  attempting  to 
set  torpedoes  must  be  summarily  dealt  with  on  the  spot.  They  must 
be  shot. 

In  case,  ot  anything  like  a  boat  being  seen  coming  down,  the  picket 
launch  will  fire  into  it  with  grape,  and  fall  back  on  the  tug,  firing  as 
she  falls  back,  and  showing  a  light,  for  fear  the  tug  may  fire  on  her. 
The  picket  armed  boat  will  push  ahead,  covered  by  the  picket  boat  and 
tug,  and  endeavor  to  capture  the  rebel  boat,  taking  care  not  to  chase 
onshore  or  run  the  risk  of  getting  aground  under  the  fort. 

This  will  be  the  order  of  picket  duty,  as  we  ascend  the  river  from 
fort  to  fort,  if  it  is  determined  to  do  so. 

After  the  above-mentioned  vessels  are  in  the  positions  assigned  them, 
the  Iosco  will  get  underway  and  anchor  in  line  with  the  Tacony ,  and 
below  the  monitor,  in  close  order,  and  the  Sassacus,  Mackinaw,  Paiv- 
tuxet,  Yantic,  Seneca ,  and  Maumee  will  anchor  in  line  with  the  Iosco. 

The  Pontoosuc ,  Osceola,  Shawmut,  and  Chippewa,  for  the  present,  will 
lie  in  as  close  as  they  can  to  the  dismantled  fort  near  by  us,  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  enemy  from  bringing  in  artillery. 

Two  of  the  vessels  will  get  a  cross  fire  on  it  and  the  others  will  lie 
abreast  of  the  fort. 

The  watchword  of  the  picket  boats  will  be  the  name  of  the  gunboat 
on  picket  duty,  and  when  hailed  the  boats  will  answer  immediately.  If 
they  do  not  answer  on  the  second  hail,  they  must  be  fired  into.  No 
boats  will  be  out  of  any  of  the  vessels  in  the  advanced  line  after  dark, 
except  on  important  duty,  and  then  the  watchword  must  be  obtained 
to  avoid  accidents. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant- Commander 
Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  arrangements  for  repairs  to  vessels 
at  Smithville. 


Cape  Fear  River,  January  27, 1865. 
Sir:  I  wish  to  establish  a  place  for  the  repairs  of  vessels,  boats,  etc., 
and  Smithville  is  the  most  convenient.  We  will  want  a  good,  heavy 
dock,  at  least  80-feet  wide,  running  out  into  deep  water.  If  you  can 
N  w  R — vol  11 - 45 
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find  the  pile  driver  the  rebels  used  at  Fort  Caswell,  we  can  go  to  work 
and  build  a  dock.  You  can  hire  carpenters  at  $2.50  per  day  to  do 
any  work  needed  for  the  squadron :  also  blacksmiths  and  joiners.  1  will 
be^at  Smith ville  in  a  day  or  two;  in  the  meantime  obtain  the  narn^ 
all  the  mechanics  in  the  town  and  get  together  and  hold  all  bla^s 
material  and  anything  else  that  may  be  required  tor  naval  purposes. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^ 

Bear-Admiral. 


Lieutenant-Commander  P.  G-.  Watmough, 

Commanding  Kansas ,  off  Smithville. 


N.  C. 


Bevort  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Simmons,  U.  S.  Navy,  transmit¬ 
ting  report  regarding  the  raising  of  the  Confederate  torpedo  boat  m  the 
James  Biver,  January  27, 1865. 

u.  S.  S.  Eutaw, 

James  Biver ,  Virginia ,  J anuary  28, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  27th,  detailing  Acting  Ensign 
Thomas  Morgan  for  special  duty  for  the  purpose  of  getting  afloat  the 
rebel  torpedo  boat  aground  above  the  obstructions,  I  very  respectfully 
report  to  you  that  Acting  Ensign  Morgan  performed  that  duty  success¬ 
fully,  having  reported  the  torpedo  boat  alongside  this  vessel.  At  11 :  30 
p.  m.  the  same  night  Mr.  Morgan  performed  this  duty  with  the  launch 
of  this  ship,  accompanied  by  11  men  as  a  boat’s  crew. 

I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  prompt  and  zealous  man¬ 
ner  in  which  Mr.  Morgan  has  performed  this  and  other  more  arduous 
duties  during  the  last  few  days.  I  respectfully  forward  to  you  the 
report  of  Acting  Ensign  Morgan. 

Respectfully,  etc.,  T  _  „ 

1  J.  W.  Simmons, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Commanding,  pro  tern. 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols,  _ 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Mendota  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


[Enclosure.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eutaw, 

James  Biver ,  Virginia,  January  28, 1865. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  27th  instant,  detailing  me  tor 
the  special  duty  of  getting  afloat  the  abandoned  rebel  torpedo  boat 
aground  above  the  obstructions,  I  very  respectfully  report  that,  every 
facility  being  afforded  me  by  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  this  ship,  Act¬ 
ing  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Simmons,  I  immediately  had  the  launch  fitted 
out  with  such  articles  as  I  thought  I  should  need,  selectiug  a  crew  of 
11  men.  At  7  p.  m.  I  left  this  ship,  passed  through  the  obstructions, 
and  arrived  alongside  the  rebel  torpedo  boat  about  8  p.  m.  Finding  her 
hard  aground,  I  immediately  proceeded  to  get  her  afloat  and  succeeded 
in  doing  so,  and  repassed  the  obstructions  on  my  return  to  the  fleet 
about  10:30  p.  m.  At  11:30  p.  m.  I  arrived  alongside  this  ship  with 
the  rebel  torpedo  boat  in  tow  and  reported  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Simmons,  commanding.  On  arriving  alongside  the  torpedo  boat 
I  found  but  little  water  in  her  and  the  boat,  apparently  uninjured,  con¬ 
taining  two  engines,  apparently  in  good  working  order;  also  two  per¬ 
cussion  torpedoes,  apparently  ready  for  immediate  use;  also  about  20 
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JLe  b°at  iS,  ab0Ut  40  fect  in  length  aud  about 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  Morgan, 

Commander  E.  T.  Nichols,  1Snai9n>  U‘  S’ 

Commanding  V.  8.  S.  Mendota  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


Report  of  Chief  Engineer  Henderson ,  U.  8.  Navy,  transmitting  drawings 
oj  the  Confederate  torpedo  launch  raised ,  January  27 , 1865. 

U.  S.  Ironclad  Onondaga, 

James  River ,  Virginia,  January  31, 1865. 
fcsiR:  I  would  respectfully  enclose  a  sketch*  of  the  rebel  tornedo 
launoh  now  m  use  as  a  tender  to  this  vessel,  and  also  of  the  two  to™ 

{UZe?fth  »bey  were  fitted. 

e  niacninery  ot  the  boat  consists  ot  two  oscillating  condemdna- 

engines  of  7  inches  diameter  of  cylinder  and  6  inches  length  of  stroke 
ot  admirable  workmanship,  and  so  arranged  that  one  person  can  man’ 
age  both  engine  and  boiler  with  the  greatest  facility 

ihe  boiler  is  of  the  ordinary  tubular  variety  and  very  tight 
She  has  fair  speed  tor  a  boat  of  her  kind,  and  is  well  adapted  for  the 
purpose  for  which  she  was  built.  The  steering  gear  is  forward  but 
theie  aie  no  arrangements  for  permanently  living  on  board.  ’ 

feet  1)  iiiclms!  18  6  feet’  bean'  aiuidsbiPs  6  feet  3  inches,  and  depth  3 
1  ery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Alexander  Henderson, 

Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  Navy. 
Commodore  Wm.  Radford,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River,  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Ord,  U.  8.  Army,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
requesting  a  detail  of  officers  for  the  command  of  army  gunboats  in  the 

Hdqrs.  Dept,  of  Virginia,  Army  of  the  James, 

In  the  field,  January  28,  1865. 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  three  naval  officers  may  be  detailed 
to  report  to  me  to  command  army  gunboats  serving  in  this  depart 
Jam6S  aDd  h6r  riverS-  °fficers  young  and  efficient  are 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  O.  C.  Ord, 

Hou.  Gideon  Welles,  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  I).  C. 


*  This  drawing  is  substantially  the  same  as  that  of  the  C.  S.  torpedo  boat  Suuib 
shown  in  Senes  I,  volume  9,  p.  602.— Compileks.  p  *quw’ 
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[Telegram.] 

Navy  Department,  January  28,  1865. 

Your  action  in  detaining  vessels  is  approved. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Commodore  Wm.  Radford, 

U.  8.  8.  New  Ironsides ,  Bermuda  Hundred,  via  City  Point. 


Special  order  of  Bear -Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  measures 

against  attack  by  torpedo  boat. 

Special  Orders,  )  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

V  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River, 

No.  13.  )  January  28, 1865. 

By  looking  over  tlie  log  books  kept  at  the  fort  I  find  that  in  August 
there  was  a  torpedo  boat  off  New  Inlet.  Since  then  she  is  not  men¬ 
tioned.  She  may  exist  yet,  and  it  will  be  well  to  look  after  the  craft, 
wherever  she  may  be.  The  officers  in  command  of  the  picket  gunboats 
will  see  the  torpedo  boat  fitted  every  night  with  her  torpedo,  ready  to 
act  against  anything  that  may  come  down,  and  she  is  to  run  at  it  and 
sink  it  if  she  can.  The  Unadilla,  Tacony,  Pequot,  Huron,  Iosco ,  and 
Shawmut  will  every  night  keep  a  double-banked  boat  at  the  gangway, 
with  muffled  oars,  ready  to  shove  off  at  the  first  alarm,  with  the  crews 
picked  and  armed  aucl  ready  to  jump  into  the  boats  at  a  moment’s 
notice.  Each  boat  will  be  provided  with  three  small  shrapnel,  cut  to 
throw  down  the  pipe  of  any  torpedo  boat  (which  is  always  low),  and 
cool  men  must  be  appointed  to  put  the  shrapnel  in.  Each  boat  will  also 
be  provided  with  a  stout  pole  12  feet  long,  with  a  stout  net  made  fast 
to  it,  to  shove  into  the  propeller  and  disable  the  boat  if  she  should 
come.  The  crews  of  the  armed  boats  will  board  her  aud  try  and  kill 
everyone  on  board,  and  disable  her  so  that  she  can  not  get  away.  The 
tug  will  run  into  her  with  full  force  aud  try  to  sink  her.  1  think  no 
torpedo  boat  will  get  away  in  case  one  should  come  down,  and  I  want 
these  orders  followed  to  the  letter,  hiring  of  guns  will  do  no  good  and 
only  injure  our  own  men;  still,  the  guns  must  be  cast  loose  at  sunset 
aud  depressed,  so  that  anything  coming  down  can  be  fired  on.  If  any 
attempt  is  made  it  will  be  done  at  fiood  tide,  so  that  the  machine  can 
drift  back  with  the  current.  At  ebb  tide  the  rebels  may  float  down  tor¬ 
pedoes,  and  every  vessel  must  be  provided  with  a  torpedo  catcher  and 
Jet  it  down  in  the  water  at  sunset. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Instructions  from  Rear-Admiral  Porter  to  Acting  Master  Frost ,  V.  S. 
Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  8.  Fort  Donelson,  regarding  the  duties  of 
the  guard  ship. 

Flagship  Malvern,  January  28, 1865. 
Sir  :  For  fear  you  will  not  understand  the  orders  given  you,  I  put 
them  in  writing. 

Your  duty  will  be  guard  ship,  to  board  aud  register  all  vessels  com¬ 
ing  in  according  to  form,  and  also  to  send  in  a  list  of  the  chartered 
vessels  belonging  to  the  Navy  outside. 
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At  night  you  will  keep  a  lookout  for  blockade  runners  coming  in  and 
nave  a  boat  ready  to  secure  them  when  they  come  to  anchor. 

Y  ou  will  take  charge  of  the  Mound  battery  and  have  a  gun’s  crew 
detailed  every  night  at  sunset  to  take  charge  of  the  battery,  which 
must  be  kept  loaded  and  ready  to  fire  at  any  blockade  runner  that 
comes  m  and  attempts  to  go  out  again.  You  will  keep  an  officer  in 
charge  ot  the  Mound  night  and  day  and  a  sentry  on  post,  who  will 
allow  none  but  officers  to  enter  the  fort  and  allow  no  one  to  take  any¬ 
thing  from  it  or  handle  the  implements  of  the  guns. 

You  will  a  iso  keep  a  sentry  on  the  stable  and  one  on  the  magazine 
night  and  day. 

\  on  v  ill  detail  two  men  to  look  after  the  horses  and  see  that  good 
care  is  taken  ot  them.  ^  ou  will  not  permit  mine  to  be  ridden  except 
by  my  permission. 

No  one  will  be  allowed  to  use  the  saddles  except  the  officers  to  whom 
they  belong.  The  stable  door  will  always  be  kept  locked,  and  one  of 
the  men  stationed  there  always  to  be  about. 

No  one  is  ever  to  go  in  magazine  except  the  officer  who  has  charge, 
who  will  keep  the  key  and  take  every  precaution  on  entering. 

No  smoking  will  be  allowed  on  the  Mound,  in  the  stable,  or  near  the 
magazine. 

You  will  take  charge  of  such  stores  as  may  be  put  on  board  of  you 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  paymaster  will  account  for  them. 

You  will  send  an  officer  on  board  of  this  vessel  with  the  daily  report, 
who  will  hand  it  to  me  in  person  every  morning. 

Respectfully, 


David  D.  Porter, 


Acting  Master  Geo.  W.  Frost, 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Fort  Donelson. 


Rear-Admiral. 


Report  of  Commander  Febiger ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of  the 
U.  S.  8.  Valley  City  to  cooperate  with  army  expedition  to  Colerain. 

U.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth ,  N.  (7.,  January  28 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  this  day  given  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Allen 
to  proceed  to  New  Berne  with  the  naval  provisions  now  on  board  that 
vessel.  I  have  taken  out  all  that  the  different  vessels  could  stow,  and 
Paymaster  Meade  will  forward  the  proper  receipts  to  Paymaster  Sands. 

The  Ceres  returned  here  yesterday  evening  short  of  coal.  I  have 
dispatched  the  Valley  City  this  morning  to  Colerain  to  render  all  assist¬ 
ance  to  the  army  expedition  there  that  may  be  required. 

From  all  that  I  can  learn  the  expedition  has  resulted  in  a  cotton  and 
tobacco  raid,  not  having  been  near  the  ram. 

We  will  require  more  coal  soon,  as  the  Saco  is  nearly  discharged. 

The  river  this  morning  is  filled  with  floating  ice,  and  I  am  in  some 
fear  of  our  obstructions.  We  are  getting  the  chain  across  as  fast  as 
possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  Division  of  the  Sounds, 

TJ.  8.  8.  Shamroch,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
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Report  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Hays,  U.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  con¬ 
dition  of  affairs  in  the  York  River. 

U.  S.  S.  Crusader, 

Off  Yorktown,  Va.,  January  29,  1865. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  29tli  instant  is  at  hand,  requesting  information 
m  regard  to  the  vessels  under  my  supervision  and  progress  I  am  mak¬ 
ing  in  my  duties  and  number  of  vessels  I  am  protecting. 

I  respectfully  inform  you  that  there  are  in  the  river  the  Crusader, 
the  Mystic,  the  Seymour ,  and  the  tug  Glance.  The  Crusader  lays  off 
this  place  and  protects  the  ileet  of  oyster  vessels  which  lay  here  wait¬ 
ing  for  their  turn  to  go  up  on  the  Plants  for  their  loads.  The  Mystic 
lays  just  above  Gloucester  Point,  and  is  used  as  a  guard  vessel,  pre¬ 
venting  small  boats,  schooners,  etc.,  from  passing  either  up  or  dcwn 
without  proper  authority.  She  can  not  carry  steam  half  the  time,  and 
can  be  used  for  no  other  purpose.  The  Seymour  is  on  or  near  the  Plants, 
protecting  the  vessels  there  while  loading,  seeing  they  do  not  go  above 
the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Navy,  and  requiring  them  to  come  down  to 
Sandy  Point  every  night.  The  tug  Glance  is  used  as  a  picket  boat 
and  to  supply  the  vessels  here  with  their  mails  and  provisions  from 
Fortress  Monroe  and  the  provisions  and  stores  from  the  Norfolk  navy 
yard. 

We  are  affording  protection  to  a  fleet  of  from  50  to  75  vessels.  They 
are  coming  and  going  all  the  time,  but  there  are  never  less  than  50  or 
60  here.  The  Plants  are  some  18  miles  up  the  river.  This  vessel  and 
the  Mystic,  while  performing  the  duties  mentioned,  protect  Yorktown. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Peter  Hays, 

Actg.  Vol.  Lieutenant ,  Comdg.,  and  Senior  Officer  in  York  River. 

Commodore  Joseph  Lanman, 

Comdg.  Second  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


[Telegram.] 

New  Ironsides, 

Bermuda  Hundred,  January  29,  1865. 

(Eeceived  1:  45  p.  m.) 

Expedition  under  command  of  General  Graham  went  to  Pagan  Creek 
yesterday.  I  have  directed  naval  vessels  to  cooperate.  Deserters 
report  rebel  ironclads  to  come  down  again ;  all  ready  for  them. 

Wm.  Radford, 

Commodore. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  January  29,  1865—3  p.  m. 

The  boats  have  returned,  having  gone  as  far  up  Pagan  Creek  as  the 
ice  would  allow,  being  very  thick.  Saw  no  appearance  of  rebels  or 
boats.  During  the  night  saw  many  signals  by  fires. 

On  Wednesday  General  Shepley  desires  the  cooperation  of  a  navy 
force  in  the  same  direction,  which  1  shall  give. 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  etc. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Report,  of  Lieutenant- Commander  Watmough,  U.  S.  Navy,  giving  infor¬ 
mation  received  from  a  deserter  from  Battery  Anderson  regarding 
torpedoes. 

TJ.  S.  Gunboat  Kansas, 
Smithville ,  N.  C.,  January  28,  1865. 
Admir  al  :  I  return  the  list  of  pilots,  with  their  whereabouts,  as  far  as 
I  can  ascertain. 

One  of  the  deserters  from  Battery  Anderson  that  was  sent  over  to 
headquarters  to  day  states  that  but  two  torpedoes  are  planted,  and  those 
are  near  the  wharf  in  the  channel,  and  are  galvanic.  He  says  also  that 
the  Pequot's  firing  the  other  day  caused  the  colonel  commanding  to  pack 
up,  and  that  200  men  and  officers  of  a  South  Carolina  command 
deserted  and  went  home. 

I  am  negotiating  with  a  planter  outside  our  lines  to  supply  the  piling. 
If  he  agrees,  the  teams  will  not  be  required,  as  he  can  float  them  down 
a  creek. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

Pend.  G.  Watmough, 
Lieutenant-  Commander . 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Commander  Febiger,  TJ.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  orders  issued  for  the 
recapture  of  the  steamer  Philadelphia,  and  stating  the  cause  of  delay  on 
the  obstructions  in  the  Roanoice  River. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Mattabesett, 
Plymouth,  N.  C.,  January  29,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated 
the  27th  instant,  enclosing  extracts  of  the  admiral’s  dispatches  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  Philadelphia. 

I  have  ordered  the  Ceres  to  proceed  at  once  to  recapture  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  to  carry  out  your  instructions  as  far  as  the  ice  in  the  canal 
will  permit. 

I  suppose  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  prize  master  to  be  ordered  from 
the  captor  ( Valley  City),  that  a  proper  libel  may  be  filed  against  the 
prize  by  one  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  of  the  case. 

I  will  send  six  men  from  this  vessel  and  direct  Acting  Master  Foster, 
in  case  he  finds  the  Philadelphia,  to  send  them  with  an  officer  from  his 
vessel  to  take  charge  until  further  orders. 

The  weather  has  been  so  excessively  cold  for  the  past  two  days  that 
it  was  impossible  for  the  men  to  work  on  the  obstructions,  their  hands 
actually  freezing  to  the  iron.  I  have  all  the  logs  in  place  and  have 
commenced  to  get  the  chain  over.  If  the  weather  moderates  and  the 
logs  are  not  carried  away  by  the  ice  I  think  it  probable  that  the  chain 
will  be  over  in  a  couple  of  days.  The  new  plan  will  require  many  more 
workmen  and  much  more  material  than  1  have  at  present,  especially  a 
pile  driver.  I  have  requested  Captain  Foster,  in  case  he  goes  to 
Roanoke,  to  search  for  the  hammer  there,  and  in  case  he  is  successful, 
will  endeavor  to  rig  the  one  I  have. 

With  their  usual  carelessness  the  soldiers  this  morning  fired  the 
buildings  on  the  wharf  opposite  the  ram,  and  they,  with  their  contents, 
were  all  destroyed,  the  army  losing  about  3,000  rations,  and  all  the  cot- 
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ton  and  tobacco  resulting  from  the  Frankie  raid.  Our  loss  was  all  the 
material  gotten  out  for  pumps,  those  finished  being  saved. 

The  army  expedition  remains  still  at  Colerain,  and  I  have  the  Valley 
City  there  as  protector. 

The  cold  weather  has  stopped  Mr.  Wyman  in  his  work,  but  he  thinks 
the  apertures  are  now  sufficiently  closed  to  pump  her  out,  if  he  had  his 
steam  pump.  I  have  requested  Captain  Foster,  in  case  he  should  come 
across  the  schooner  with  the  apparatus,  to  give  her  all  assistance. 

I  had  everything  taken  out  of  the  schooner  Allen  that  could  be  stowed 
in  the  different  vessels,  and  yesterday  sent  her  down  to  report  to  you  at 
New  Berne. 

We  will  require  more  coal  by  the  end  of  this  week,  the  Saco  being 
nearly  discharged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  C.  Febiger, 

Commander. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Comdg.  Division  Sounds ,  North  Carolina ,  TJ.  S.  S.  Shamrock. 

P.  S. — I  enclose  Mr.  Willis’s  receipt  for  salt  from  the  prize  schooner; 
also  copy  of  instructions  to  Captain  Foster.  I  have  just  received  infor¬ 
mation  that  the  obstructions  above  have  been  carried  away  by  the  ice. 
It  is  rather  provoking,  but  I  will  do  the  best  I  can. 

J.  C.  F. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  TJ.  S.  Navy , 

calling  attention  to  official  requirements  regarding  testimonials  to 

officers. 

Navy  Department,  January  30 ,  1865. 

Sir  :  The  Department  calls  your  attention  to  the  5th  and  8th  clauses 
of  its  general  order  of  December  12,  18G2  (copy  herewith  enclosed), 
relative  to  testimonials  to  officers. 

While  a  commander  of  a  squadron  is  required  to  report  promptly  and 
carefully  every  transaction  under  his  command  and  to  give  every  officer 
and  man  the  praise  or  censure  justly  due  them,  such  reports  are  to  be 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  "Navy,  not  to  the  officers  or  men  them¬ 
selves.  All  written  testimonials  of  general  or  particular  conduct  given 
by  a  commander  of  a  squadron  are  likewise  to  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  requirements  mentioned  have  been  overlooked  by  you  in  recent 
communications  to  commanding  officers  who  served  in  the  attacks  on 
Fort  Fisher  and  have  been  ordered  north  by  you,  particularly  so  in  the 
case  of  one  who  had  been  affected  by  a  retiring  board.  The  board  was 
constituted  by  the  Department  under  authority  and  in  pursuance  of  an 
act  ot  Congress,  and  their  findings  were  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

\our  reflections  upon  the  actions  of  that  board,  even  though  they 
may  be  just,  should  not  be  embodied  in  an  official  communication  or 
orders  to  an  officer  under  your  command. 

It  is  likewise  amiss  to  intimate  to  an  officer  that  the  Department  will 
probably  assign  him  to  any  special  or  particular  duty. 

The  Department  does  not  doubt  that  the  several  officers  who  have 
received  these  congratulatory  letters  from  you  discharged  their  duties 
faithfully,  but  their  merit  should  be  recorded  as  the  regulations  require. 
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These  departures  to  which  I  have  referred  are  calculated  to  embarrass 
the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  etc.,  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Comdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron ,  off  Wilmington. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Monroe,  January  30,  1865 — 4:30  p.  m. 

(Received  4:50  p.  m.) 

Just  arrived  from  Fort  Fisher  and  Beaufort,  N.  G.  All  quiet. 
Leave  here  at  5  for  Annapolis.  Will  be  in  Washington  in  the  forenoon. 

G.  V.  Fox, 
Assistant  Secretary. 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  Navy. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dunn ,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  commanding 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery ,  regarding  an  attack  by  that  vessel  upon  the  enemy’’ s 

rifle  pits. 

U.  S.  S.  Montgomery, 

Off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina ,  January  30,  1865. 

SiR:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report: 

At  10:30  a.  m.  yesterday  I  saw  a  number  of  the  enemy  on  shore, 
apparently  occupying  a  line  of  rifle  pits  extending  along  the  edge  of 
the  woods  opposite  this  ship.  I  immediately  opened  fire  upon  them 
from  my  starboard  battery,  and  after  a  few  shells  had  burst  near  them 
the  enemy  retreated  to  the  woods. 

Continued  shelling  the  woods  until  1  p.  m. 

At  5  p.  m.  saw  a  company  of  about  40  men  come  out  from  the  woods 
and  proceed  along  the  edge  of  the  rifle  pits,  apparently  stationing  or 
relieving  pickets.  Opened  tire  upon  them,  dropping  the  first  shell  (a 
X  inch)  directly  among  them,  when  they  retreated  in  haste.  Directed 
my  tire  into  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  appeared  in  large  force. 
Continued  shelling  them  until  dark. 

This  morning  the  enemy  appear  to  have  evacuated  the  position,  as 
no  fires  are  visible  in  the  woods  and  not  a  single  man  can  be  seen, 
although  a  sharp  watch  has  been  kept  on  the  shore  since  daylight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  C.  Dunn, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Senior  Officer  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Beport  of  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  Dennison ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Half  Moon  battery. 

U.  S.  S.  Cherokee, 

Off  Half  Moon  Battery,  January  30,  1865. 

Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  your  order,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report,  viz: 

At  3:30  p.  m.  to-day  I  could  see  small  detachments  of  men  moving 
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about  through  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  the  northward  of  Half  Moon 
battery,  aud  from  their  appearance  I  concluded  they  must  be  at  work 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity.  I  steamed  into  3  fathoms  of  water  in  order 
to  ascertain  quietly  whether  they  were  erecting  any  new  defenses,  when 
I  suddenly  discovered  a  body  of  men,  numbering,  say,  800,  moving 
through  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  a  southerly  direction,  on  the  western 
side  of  Myrtle  Sound;  they  were  fully  equipped  with  muskets,  knap¬ 
sacks,  canteens,  etc.  I  opened  upon  them  with  my  rifle  and  broadside 
guns,  which  had  the  effect  of  scattering  them  in  all  directions;  they, 
however,  appeared  again  moving  in  the  same  direction,  but  I  drove 
them  back  after  firing  a  few  rounds. 

After  they  were  driven  back  the  second  time,  a  body  of  men  came  in 
from  the  woods  and  occupied  the  rifle  pits,  which  our  men  captured  a 
few  days  ago.  Having  the  range  of  these  pits,  I  dropped  some  shell 
in  and  around  them,  which  could  not  have  failed  doing  some  execution ; 
finding  my  fire  too  warm  for  them,  they  ran  again  for  the  woods. 

In  my  opinion  the  enemy  have  a  large  body  of  men  at  work  in  the 
rear  of  Half  Moon  battery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Dennison, 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant ,  Commanding  Cherokee. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

U.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson ,  Senior  Officer  off  New  Inlet. 


Report  of  Bear- Admiral  Porter ,  II  S.  Navy ,  regarding  “  double- aiders” 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  January  30,  1865. 

Sir,:  I  received  an  order  some  time  since  from  the  Department  to  try 
the  Yantic,  NyacJc,  and  vessels  of  that  class  under  sail  together,  but  no 
opportunity  has  occurred  to  do  so,  the  vessels  being  constantly  engaged 
in  battle  or  service,  or  preparing  for  battle. 

These  vessels,  though,  have  proved  themselves  a  perfect  success  as 
steam  gunboats.  They  are  fast,  steady  at  sea,  and  come  up  in  every 
respect  to  the  requirements  of  a  good  vessel  of  war.  They  will  all 
average  11  knots,  are  of  light  draft,  and  will  enter  most  of  these 
Southern  harbors  at  high  water. 

I  do  not  think  that  they  have  canvas  enough  to  cruise  under  sail 
alone,  and  the  sail  is  only  serviceable  to  them  in  very  fresh  breezes  or 
in  lying  to  in  a  gale.  As  sea  boats  these  vessels  are  unsurpassed. 

I  have  found  the  double-enders  a  much  better  class  of  vessels  than 
they  have  been  represented  to  me.  Indeed,  for  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  intended  (as  river  boats),  they  are  capital  vessels,  and  have 
only  one  defect  that  is,  they  don’t  fire  their  guns  straight  ahead. 
11ns  detect  can  be  easily  remedied  by  cutting  a  port  in  the  bow,  which 
aDmiC0U11inaiU^er  w0ldd  be  justified  in  doing  when  the  necessity  arises. 

There  is  a  wide  difference  between  the  contract  double  enders  and 
those  built  by  the  Government.  The  latter  are  strong  and  substantial. 

°f  th®“  are  of  2reat  sPeed>  and  if  not  quite  equal  in  this  respect 
to  the  blockade  runners,  they  have  proved  themselves  faster  than  the 
best  rebel  privateers.  The  Sassacus  chased  the  Tallahassee  for  over 
forty  hours,  and  although  the  rebel  was  lost  sight  of  in  the  ni^ht  on 
two  occasions,  she  was  sighted  again  in  the  morning,  and  the  Sassacus 
gamed  on  hei .  The  Tallahassee  finally  made  her  escape  in  the  darkness. 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  715 

Although  these  double-enders  are  not  intended  for  sea,  I  have  used 
them  there  in  all  weathers  for  the  last  four  months. 

The  Pawtuxet ,  Iosco ,  Sassacus ,  Osceola ,  and  Mackinaw  have  been  used 
all  this  winter  off  this  coast  as  blockaders,  and  these  vessels,  with  the 
Tacony  and  Pontoosuc,  rode  out  at  anchor,  with  the  monitors,  a  heavy 
gale,  which  did  not  try  them  in  the  least. 

I  heard  complaints  about  their  not  minding  their  helm  in  a  gale,  and 
not  paying  off  as  rapidly  as  they  should. 

This  arose  from  a  mechanical  defect  in  the  arrangement  of  the  rud¬ 
ders.  If  these  were  fitted  and  secured  exactly  like  the  ferryboats  on 
East  River  (only  stronger)  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  their 
working  in  any  weather. 

Now,  there  is  too  much  play  to  the  rudder,  and  the  forward  one  some¬ 
times  gets  in  a  position  where  it  counteracts  the  after  one.  This  I  could 
arrange  at  a  navy  yard,  in  all  the  vessels,  in  a  week. 

I  am  not  a  convert  to  the  complaints  made  against  these  vessels  by 
some  of  those  who  go  in  them. 

The  contract-built  vessels  are  weak,  and  should  not  be  used  as  sea¬ 
going  craft,  but  the  Government-built  vessels  are  able  to  cruise  and  go 
anywhere. 

I  once  commanded,  when  a  lieutenant,  one  of  the  first  built  and 
smallest  of  them,  the  Octorara.  She  was  built  by  the  Government,  and 
I  never  was  in  so  easy  and  comfortable  a  vessel.  She  still  possesses 
that  reputation. 

Some  of  these  vessels  are  represented  as  wet  in  a  gale.  I  never  saw 
a  ship  that  was  not.  There  may  be  defects  in  their  power  of  resistance 
against  shot.  That  is  the  case  with  every  wooden  vessel  I  had  in  this 
fleet.  There  was  not  one  where  the  boilers  were  perfectly  protected. 

Two  of  the  double-enders  had  their  boilers  pierced  by  shot,  but  that 
did  not  put  a  stop  to  their  operations.  They  were  in  every  fight  after¬ 
wards,  and  made  quite  as  much  speed  as  was  necessary  under  one 
boiler,  and  good  speed  at  that. 

In  action  I  found  the  batteries  of  these  vessels  very  effective,  from 
the  fact  that  I  could  place  them  as  close  as  it  was  possible  to  go  near 
the  shoals.  Each  one  could  bring  six  heavy  guns  to  bear  from  one 
side,  which  made  four  of  these  vessels  equal  in  broadside  guns  to  one 
of  the  heavy  frigates,  the  Wabash  firing  23  IX-inch  guns  and  one  150- 
pounder  pivot  from  her  broadside,  while  four  double-enders  fired  10  IX- 
inch  guns  and  8  100-pounder  rifies,  or  Xl-iuch  guns,  from  a  broadside, 
the  favor  in  guns  being  on  the  side  of  the  four  double-enders  and  the 
strength  and  power  of  endurance  being  on  the  side  of  the  frigates. 

For  operating  in  rivers,  for  which  purpose  they  were  intended,  these 
vessels  are  good,  substantial  ones,  and  could  be  perfectly  well  adapted 
to  the  work  required  of  them  with  very  little  alteration,  and  those  built 
by  Government  can  go  anywhere  and  at  any  time. 

I  could  suggest  improvements.  The  principal  one  is  that  they  should 
be  able  to  fire  right  ahead. 

As  to  making  them  shot  proof,  that  is  out  of  the  question. 

Monitors  and  ironclads  will  hereafter  be  the  vessels  called  upon  to 
silence  fortifications  and  dismount  guns. 

The  double-enders  are  quite  suitable  for  running  past  batteries,  where 
the  channel  is  clear  and  known,  and  also  for  protecting  the  flanks  of 
troops  on  narrow  rivers,  where  they  can  not  turn,  and  require  to  go 
either  way. 

I  have  seen  them  on  several  occasions  moving  along  stern  first,  and 
going  out  of  a  narrow  harbor  in  that  manner.  If  one  can  do  it  I  do 
not  see  why  the  others  can  not. 
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I  have  finally  to  remark  that  if  any  distrust  has  been  felt  toward 
these  vessels  it  has  originated  with  those  that  are  contract  built,  which 
are  indeed  badly  constructed.  No  complaint  can  be  justly  made  of  the 
vessels  built  at  our  navy  yards.  When  we  come  to  have  the  proper 
establishments  that  should  be  a  part  of  a  great  country  we  shall  hear 
no  more  complaints  about  monitors,  double-enders,  or  propeller  gun¬ 
boats  not  being  all  that  could  be  desired. 

I  will  try  the  Nyack  class  of  vessel  under  sail  on  the  first  opportunity. 

There  is  one  thing  I  would  respectfully  recommend  for  all  naval 
wooden  Aressels:  Whenever  I  have  been  anywhere  where  this  class  of 
vessel  was  used  for  fighting  or  running  past  batteries  they  have 
always  protected  themselves  with  chains,  which  I  have  observed  were 
very  useful  in  resisting  shot  and  shell.  We  used  them  on  all  the  ves¬ 
sels  at  New  Orleans,  or  when  running  by  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

I  saw  them  used  again  at  the  first  attack  made  on  Vicksburg. 

I  used  chains  effectively  at  the  passage  of  the  batteries  at  Vicks¬ 
burg,  at  Arkansas  Post,  at  the  heavy  fight  at  Grand  Gulf,  at  Haynes’ 
Bluff,  against  the  heavy  batteries  there,  and  in  various  attacks  made 
by  gunboats  on  the  batteries  at  Vicksburg. 

Chains  were  also  used  by  Admiral  Farragut’s  vessels  in  the  attack 
on  Fort  Morgan,  in  Mobile  Bay. 

In  all  the  cases  enumerated,  and  in  many  smaller  attacks  which  I 
could  mention  on  the  Mississippi,  the  chains  were  found  invariably  to 
have  resisted  shot,  and  but  for  this  arrangement  the  vessels  would 
have  been  seriously  injured. 

Now,  I  recommend  that  every  vessel  should  carry  in  her  hold  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  iron  plates,  with  arrangements  on  the  outside  of  the 
vessel  to  fasten  them  on  at  a  moment’s  notice  when  going  into  action. 

A  vessel  could  easily  carry  twice  the  weight  of  her  cable  in  plates  2 
inches  thick,  6  feet  long,  and  2  feet  wide. 

This  would  protect  the  vulnerable  part  of  the  machinery  against  many 
a  shot.  The  parts  where  there  is  no  machinery  would  have  to  take  the 
shot,  and  not  mind  it  any  more  than  wooden  vessels  formerly  did. 

In  fact,  I  propose  that  every  wooden  vessel  should  carry  a  light  armor 
to  put  on  when  going  into  action.  It  would  give  them  an  immense 
advantage  over  any  other  wooden  vessels  at  sea.  They  would  be  able 
to  run  by  a  battery  with  slight  damage  to  machinery  and  stand  a 
pretty  good  battering  at  anchor  from  guns  on  shore. 

Two-inch  plates  would  be  a  sufficient  protection  against  the  shot  that 
are  generally  used. 

These  plates  can  be  carried  at  sea  in  fine  weather.  All  the  large  and 
small  vessels  in  this  fleet  carried  their  chain  armor  in  all  weathers  and 
it  did  not  interfere  seriously  with  their  speed. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  say  that  if  the  double-enders  are  fitted 
with  bulwarks  to  let  down  at  either  end  they  are  just  what  are  desired 
tor  the  present  occasion. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Uavid  D.  Porter, 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Rear-Admiral. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  (j. 
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Report  of  Commodore  Lanman ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  tivo  torpedoes 

unearthed  in  King1*  Creek. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads ,  Virginia ,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  It  may  be  proper  to  inform  you  that  two  torpedoes  were  dug  up 
last  midnight  on  the  beach  of  King’s  Creek,  about  4  miles  south  of 
l’agan  Creek,  by  Commander  [Acting  Ensign]  Kerens,  of  picket  gun¬ 
boat  Henry  Brinker.  They  were  complete,  containing  about  150  pounds 
powder  each.  I  doubt  if  they  were  intended  for  ships.  They  are  on 
board  the  Henry  Brinker,  sent  to-day  to  Norfolk  navy  yard  for  repairs. 

I  will  forward  the  official  report  to  Admiral  Porter  by  the  A.  D. 
Vance,  which  will  sail  to-morrow. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore,  Comdg.  Second  Division  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Report  of  Acting  Ensign  Kerens,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  expedition  to 
Kiefs  Creek  and  the  discovery  of  two  torpedoes. 

U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker, 

James  River,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  results  of  an  expedition 
fitted  out  from  this  vessel  on  the  night  of  January  30. 

Seeing  a  sloop  a  short  distance  up  King’s  Creek  at  1: 30  p.  m.,  I  took 
my  two  boats  and  went  ashore  to  examine  and  destroy  her.  Having 
satisfied  myself  that  she  was  of  no  use  whatever  to  the  enemy,  I  started 
on  my  return  to  the  vessel,  when,  on  coming  out  of  the  mouth  of  the 
creek,  I  discovered  5  men,  who,  upon  seeing  us,  immediately  fled. 
These  actions  aroused  my  suspicions,  and  I  determined  to  search  the 
vicinity  for  boats  under  cover  of  night.  Accordingly,  at  9:30  p.  m.,  I 
started  in  my  gig,  accompanied  by  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Henry  M.  Hutchinson  and  5  men,  and  the  second  cutter  under  com¬ 
mand  of  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Henry  S.  Buckless,  accompanied  by 
Purser’s  Steward  W.  W.  Bussell  and  5  men,  and  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  where,  as  the  ice  completely  stopped  my  further 
progress,  I  landed  and  proceeded  up  the  bank.  After  an  hour  and  a 
half  careful  searching  I  discovered  two  very  suspicious  looking 
mounds,  which  I  determined  to  open.  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Buckless 
then  established  a  picket  line,  which  would  completely  guard  us  against 
any  surprise  by  the  enemy,  who  were  in  a  house  in  plain  sight.  I  then 
pulled  off  some  of  the  earth  and  found  there  was  a  torpedo,  with  a  sup¬ 
posed  galvanic  battery  on  its  end,  in  each.  Fearing  disastrous  conse¬ 
quences,  I  asked  for  a  volunteer  to  find  and  cut  the  wire  and  connection 
from  the  battery  to  the  torpedo.  Acting  Third  Assistant  Engineer 
Hutchinson  bravely  volunteered  to  do  it,  and,  assisted  by  John  Mc¬ 
Kenna,  landsman,  by  use  of  a  lantern  completely  screened  from  the 
enemy’s  observation'by  the  men’s  overcoats,  succeeded  in  safely  sever¬ 
ing  the  connections  and  then  dug  it  up.  After  a  similar  process  the 
other  was  also  successfully  unearthed,  and  both  safely  carried  half  a 
mile  to  the  boats.  I  then  proceeded  to  the  vessel,  where  I  arrived  at  3 
a.  m.  of  the  31st.  My  boats  were  considerably  cut  by  floating  ice.  The 
torpedoes,  I  suppose,  contain  about  150  pounds  of  powder  each,  one 
fitted  with  a  galvanic  battery  or  friction  primer  and  the  other  with  a 
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battery  or  primer  and  3  percussion  fuzes.  King’s'  Creek  is  about  4 
miles  to  tlie  southward  of  Pagan  Creek.  Also,  on  the  morning  of  the 
29th  day  of  January,  I  picked  up  a  boat  floating  about  500  yards  from 
shore,  with  oars  and  four  muffled  rowlocks,  capable  of  containing  10  men. 

I  can  not  give  too  much  praise  to  the  officers  and  men  who  volun¬ 
teered  to  go  on  such  a  dangerous  expedition. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jas.  H.  Kerens, 

Acting  Ensign ,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Henry  Brinker. 
.Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Hortli  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Report  of  the  commandant  navy  yard ,  Norfolk,  regarding  the  withdrawal 
of  Picket  Boat  No.  3  from  the  James  River. 

Commandant’s  Office,  U.  S.  Navy  Yard, 

Norfolk,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  your 
letter  of  the  22d  instant  in  reference  to  the  picket  launch  No.  3. 

1  beg  to  state  that  picket  launch  No.  3  is  now  serving  in  the  James 
River,  but  will  be  withdrawn  therefrom  with  as  little  delay  as  possible 
and  dispatched  to  Fort  Fisher  via  the  sounds  and  Beaufort,  according 
to  instructions. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Berrien, 

Commandant  Naval  Station,  Norfolk. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  departure  of 
vessels  for  the  East  and  West  Gulf  Squadrons. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Flagship  Malvern,  Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  orders  of  23d  instant,  I  have  sent  the  Fort 
Jackson  and  Quaker  City  to  report  for  duty  on  Galveston  blockade  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  West  Gulf  Squadron,  and  the  Tristram 
Shandy,  Britannia,  and  Cherokee  to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  East  Gulf  Squadron.  I  propose  sending  the  Lilian  to  the  latter 
place  also,  as  she  is  of  very  light  draft  and  will  cruise  most  easilv 
amongst  the  keys.  I  had  to  send  her  to  Norfolk  for  repairs,  and  would 
respectfully  suggest  that  the  Department  would  mention  to  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  navy  yard  there  the  necessity  of  getting  her  off.  She 
wants  a  little  more  accommodations  tor  officers  and  a  thorough  cleaning- 
inside  and  calking. 

Her  late  commander  kept  her  in  a  most  wretched  condition 

I  will  send  another  vessel  to  Key  West  until  the  Lilian  is  ready,  when 
1  can  spare  one,  and  will  notify  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

XT  \  it  Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 
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Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commodore  Rodgers,  U.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  TJ.  S.  8.  Gettysburg. 


Cape  Fear  River,  January,  31,  1865. 

Sir:  As  I  do  not  consider  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  Gettysburg  of 
sufficient  experience  to  take  charge  of  the  Gettysburg,  you  will  assume 
command  and  take  her  to  Hampton  Roads,  when  you  will  please  tele¬ 
graph  her  commander  to  join  her,  and  she  will  await  in  Hampton  Roads 
his  arrival  in  that  place,  unless  the  Department  sends  another  com¬ 
mander,  after  which  she  will  return  to  me  with  mails,  etc.,  without  delay. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 


Commodore  Jno.  Rodgers,  U.  S.  Navy. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  the  senior  officer  in  James 
River,  regarding  the  TJ.  8.  8.  Advance. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir:  Order  the  A.  D.  Vance  to  report  to  me  without  delay.  Send 
mails  and  express  matter  down  in  her. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commodore  Wi.  Radford, 

Commanding  Ironsides,  or  Senior  Naval  Officer,  James  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  8.  Navy,  to  Captain  Sands,  TJ.  S. 

Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  S.  Fort  Jackson,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the 

Galveston  blockade. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  you  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  and  report  to  the 
commanding  naval  officer  for  the  Galveston  blockade.  Pensacola  is 
the  headquarters  of  the  commander  in  chief. 

What  repairs  you  require  can  be  made  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Captain  B.  F.  Sands, 

Comdg.  TJ.  S.  S.  Fort  Jackson,  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Spicer,  TJ.  8. 
Navy,  commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Quaker  City,  to  proceed  to  duty  on  the 
Galveston  blockade. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  you  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  the  West  Gulf  Squadron  and  report  to  the 
commanding  officer  for  the  Galveston  blockade.  Pensacola  is  the 
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headquarters  of  the  commander  in  chief.  What  repairs  you  require 
can  be  made  there. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  F.  Spicer, 

Comdg.  U.  8.  8.  Quaker  City ,  off  New  Inlet ,  North  Carolina. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  8.  Navy ,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Green,  U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tristram  Shandy,  to 
proceed  to  duty  at  Key  West. 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir:  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  FTavy  you  will 
proceed  without  delay  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  your  vessel  for 
duty  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron  at  that 
place. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

.  Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  F.  M.  Green, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Tristram  Shandy,  Cape  Fear  River. 

[Order  of  same  date  and  like  tenor  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Dennison,  commanding  LT.  S.  S.  Cherokee. j 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Volunteer  Lieuten¬ 
ant  bheldon,  17.  8.  Navy,  commanding  lT.  8.  S.  Britannia,  to  proceed  to 
duty  at  Key  West. 


Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  you  will 
proceed  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  report  with  your  vessel  for  duty  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  East  Gulf  Squadron  at  that  place.  Stop  off 
Georgetown,  S.  C.,  and  deliver  enclosed  letter. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant  W.  B.  Sheldon, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Britannia,  Cape  Fear  River. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter  U.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-Commander 
J,r7,7r  '  f7'  s.  8.  Bat,  to  return  to  the  Cape 

Cape  Fear  River,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  return  with  your  vessel  and  report  to  me  in  this  river 
Come  in  over  the  Western  Bar,  via  Smithville. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Lieutenant-Commander  John  S.  Barnes  ^ 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Bat,  off  Georgetown,  8.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  JJ.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  need  of  addi¬ 
tional  light-draft  monitors  for  cooperation  against  Wilmington. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Gape  Fear  River ,  January  31, 1865. 

Sir  :  Not  wishing  that  this  portion  of  the  fleet  should  remain  inactive, 
1  have  been  endeavoring  to  get  the  vessels  ready  to  commence  opera- 
lion^  on  the  forts  along  the  river.  We  have  had  to  dismount  nearly  all 
the  100  pounder  rifled  guns  and  supply  their  places  with  XI  and  IX 
inch  guns.  I  hope  to  have  the  vessels  ready  by  the  time  General  Grant 
gets  the  troops  here,  which  he  proposes  to  cooperate  with  them  in  the 
march  on  Wilmington.  The  channel  here  is  so  very  narrow  that  not 
more  than  two  vessels  can  be  advantageously  brought  into  action  with¬ 
out  the  prospect  of  certain  destruction,  and  I  would  advise  that  at  least 
two  more  light-draft  monitors  be  sent  here  immediately,  which  will 
enable  me  to  destroy  all  the  forts  along  the  river  without  loss. 

I  have  sent  three  to  Charleston  and  received  one  in  return.  If  two 
more  from  there  could  be  sent  it  would  be  the  most  expeditious,  and 
they  would  very  soon  return.  All  these  forts  are  secured  from  vessels 
running  by  the  batteries  by  heavy  obstructions  of  cobwork  and  stone, 
protected  by  torpedoes,  and  no  vessel  drawing  over  4  feet  could  possi¬ 
bly  pass  them  without  the  forts  were  first  captured.  As  General  Grant 
thinks  it  necessary  to  send  forces  here  to  take  Wilmington,  I  wish  the 
Xavy  to  be  able  to  do  their  part  efficiently  and  successfully.  It  will 
require  a  hearty  cooperation  on  the  part  of  each  to  get  to  Wilmington. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral ,  Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I).  C. 


Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  U.  S.  Navy, 
transmitting  information  from  General  Grant  regarding  a  ram  under 
construction  by  the  enemy  in  Roanoke  River. 

Xavy  Department,  January  31,  1865. 
Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me  on  the 
24th  instant  by  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  calling  attention  to  the  rebel 
ram  in  the  Roanoke  River,  and  suggesting  measures  to  provide  against 
disaster  from  it. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  off  Wilmington. 


[Enclosure.] 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States, 

City  Point,  Va.,  January  21, 1865. 

Sir:  I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
rebels  are  now  at  work  on  a  formidable  ram  in  the  Roanoke  River,  at  a 
place  known  as  Rainbow  Bluff.  This  ram  they  expect  to  complete 
within  the  next  five  or  six  weeks. 
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It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  disaster 
that  would  be  caused  by  allowing  this  vessel  to  get  in  commission  against 
anything  we  now  have  afloat  in  Albemarle  Sound. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  one  of  the  monitors,  now  no  longer 
of  use  with  Admiral  Porter,  be  worked  through  Hatteras  Inlet,  and 
that,  in  addition,  the  ram  Albemarle  be  raised  and  repaired  for  use. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

U.  S.  Grant, 

Lieutenant-  General. 

Hon.  G.  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieutenant-General  Grant,  U.  S. 

Army ,  acknowledging  information  regarding  Confederate  ram. 

Navy  Department, 

J anuary  31, 1865. 

Sir  :  The  Department  has  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  instant, 
calling  attention  to  the  rebel  ram  building  in  Eoanoke  Eiver,  and  sug¬ 
gesting  measures  to  provide  against  disaster  from  it,  and  has  trans¬ 
mitted  a  copy  of  it  to  Eear- Admiral  Porter. 

Y ery  respectfully, 

Gideon  Welles, 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Lieutenant-General  IT.  S.  Grant, 

Headquarters  Armies  of  the  United  States,  City  Point,  Va. 


List  of  vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  Feb¬ 
ruary  1, 1865. 


Name. 


A.  D.  Vance 
Agawam  . . . 
Aries . . 

Alabama  . . . 

Alert . . 

Atlanta _ 


Guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


5 

10 

7 

10 

2 

a 


4 

3 

3 

3 

4 
3 


Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Upshur . 

Commander  A.C.  Rhind . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  M.  Wil¬ 
liams. 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  A.  R.  Lang- 
thorne. 

Acting  Ensign  J.  Bishop . . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  J.  Wood¬ 
ward. 


Hampton  Roads. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  New  Inlet,  North 
Carolina. 

Hampton  Roads. 

James  River. 

Do. 


Anemone . 

Arietta . 

Albemarle . 

Ben  Morgan . 

Belle..... . 

Berberry . 

Bignonia . 

Bat . 

Chicopee . 

Commodore  Hull . 

Ceres . 

Cambridge . 

Commodore  Barney. . . . 


4 

3 


2 

4 

3 


10 

6 

2 

10 

7 


4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 


3 

4 
4 

3 

4 


Cactus .  3 

Commodore  Morris  ....  7 

Crusader .  7 

Chippewa .  6 

Commodore  Perry .  5 

Clinton . 

Charles  Phelps . . 

Cohasset .  1 

Clematis .  3 

Dumbarton .  4 


4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 


Acting  Ensign  W.  C.  Borden . 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  C.  West . 

Acting  Asst.  Paymaster  Mellach . 

Acting  Master  A.  B.  Mulford . 

Acting  Master  J.  G.  Green . 

Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Iiowntree . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  W.  D.  Roath. 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  S.  Barnes . 

Commander  A.  D.  Harrell . 

Acting  Master  F.  Josselyn . 

Acting  Master  H.  H.  Foster. . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  F.  Nickels. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  G.  B.  Living¬ 
ston. 

Aoting  Master  and  Pilot  J.  Evans _ 

Acting  Master  R.  G.  Lee . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  P.  Hays . 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  W.  Weaver . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  A.  P.  Foster. 

Acting  Ensign  G.  W.  Hadden . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Ottiwell . 

Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  [G.  B.]  Griffin 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  E.  D.  Bruner. 
Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  H.  Brown _ 


Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Do. 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  Western  Bar. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
James  River. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

James  River. 

York  River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Jamas  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Craney  Island,  Virginia. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Do. 
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Name. 

Guns 

Class 

Commanding  officer. 

Delaware . 

4 

4 

Acting  Master  J.  H.  Eldridgo . 

Dawn . . 

3 

4 

8 

4 

4 

4 

Emma . 

8 

4 

Acting  Master  (J.  A.]  Hamilton . 

Eutaw . 

10 

3 

Fort  Donelson . 

1 

4 

Fahkee . 

5 

4 

Gettysburg . 

7 

3 

Acting  Master  [C.B.]  Dahlgren . 

Governor  Buckingham 

6 

3 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  MacDiar- 

mid. 

General  Putnam . 

4 

4 

Granite  (sloop) . 

Glance . 1 . 

4 

Howquab . 

5 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  J.  W.  Balch. 

Huron . 

5 

4 

Lieut.  Commander  T.  O.  Selfridge . 

Hunchback . 

7 

4 

Henry  Drinker . 

3 

4 

Heliotrope . 

1 

4 

Acting  Ensign  and  Pilot  [J.  M.] 

Norman. 

Hoyt . 

4 

Hetzel . 

2 

4 

Harcourt . 

4 

Iosco  . 

10 

3 

I.  N.  Seymour . 

2 

4 

Kansas . 

8 

4 

Lieut.  Commander  P.  G.  Watmough  . . 

Lilian . 

2 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  T.  A.  Harris. 

Keystone  State . 

6 

3 

Lockwood . 

3 

4 

o 

4 

Little  Ada . 

2 

4 

Lenapee  . 

10 

3 

Monticello . 

6 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

Mackinaw . 

10 

3 

10 

3 

Mount  Vernon . 

5 

4 

Acting  V olunteer  Lieut.  J.  Trathen. . . 

Mattabesett . 

10 

3 

Montgomery . 

6 

3 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut,.  T.  C.  Dunn  . . 

6 

3 

Miami . 

8 

3 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  G.W. Graves 

Mendota . 

10 

3 

Mount  Washington.... 

1 

4 

Acting  Master  and  Pilot  H.  H.  Haynie 

7 

4 

4 

12 

4 

2 

3 

8 

4 

3 

4 

10 

3 

4 

3 

4 

3 

4 

10 

3 

12 

3 

2 

4 

4 

Acting  Ensign  N.  B-.  Davis . 

pha). 

4 

Acting  Ensign  H.  F.  Curtis . 

(Gamma). 

Picket  Boat  No.  4 

4 

Acting  Master's  Mate  W.  F.  Gragg. . . 

(Deltai. 

Picket  Boat  No.  5 

4 

Acting  Ensign  E.  M.  Boggs . 

(Epsilon). 

Picket  Boat  No.  6 

4 

Acting  Ensign  F.  [W.]  Mintzer . 

(Zet.i). 

1 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

12 

2 

12 

3 

4 

3 

4 

4 

1 

4 

5 

4 

11 

2 

Samuel  Rotan . 

5 

4 

Acting  Master  W.  G.  Nutting . 

Present  duty  or  station. 


James  River,  Virginia. 
Do. 

Do. 

Cape  Pear  River. 

Do. 

J ames  River. 

Guard  vessel,  New  Inlet. 
Off  New  Inlet. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Off  New  Inlet. 

James  River. 

Hatteras  Inlet. 

James  River. 

Off  New  Inlet. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Hampton  Roads. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

James  River,  Virginia. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 

Off  New  Inlet. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Off  "Western  Bar. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Off  New  Inlet. 
OffSmithville,  N.  C. 
James  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

York  River. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Supply  steamer. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

James  River. 

Do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Special  service  with  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary. 

Off  Western  Bar. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Norfolk  Navy  Nard. 
Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Norfolk  Navy  Yard. 
York  River. 
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Vessels  composing  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  February  1, 1865 — Continued. 


Name. 


Shamrock . . . 

Shokokon  . . 

Spuyten  Duyvil 
pedo  boat). 

Saffron . 

Sassacus . 

Shawmut . 

Tacony . 

TTnadiila . 

Unit . 

Vicksburg . 

Victoria . 

Valley  City . 

Western  World. . 

Wilderness . 

Wyalusing . 

Whitehead . 

Wyandotte . 

William  Badger  . 
Young  America. . 

Yantic .  . 

Zouave . 


Guns. 


Class. 


Commanding  officer. 


Present  duty  or  station. 


(tor- 


11  3 

G  4 


Commander  W.  IT.  Macomb . 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  S.  Huse . 

First  Assistant  Engineer  [J.  L.  ]  Lay. . 


Sounds,  North  Carolina 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

James  River. 


Acting  Ensign  H.  M.  Pishon . 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  L.  Davis . 

Lieut.  Commander  [J.  G.]  Walker _ 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  T.  Truxtun _ 

Lieut.  Commander  F.  M.  Ramsay . 

Acting  Ensign  II.  P.  Hathaway . 

Lieut.  [W.  O'.]  Grozier . 

Acting  Ensign  W.  Moody . 

Acting  Master  J.  A.  J.  Brooks . 

Acting  Ensign  E.  Herrick . 

Acting  Master  H.  Arey . 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  English . 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Barrett . 

Acting  Master  T.  W.  Sheer . 

Acting  Ensign  S.  G.  Swain . 

Acting  Master’s  Mate  J .  H.  Gilley _ 

Lieut.  Commander.  T.  C.  Harris . 

Acting  Ensign  J.  L.  Hayes . 


Do. 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Off'  New  Inlet. 

Norfolk,  Va. 

Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
James  River,  Virginia. 
Cape  Fear  River. 
Sounds,  North  Carolina. 
New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Guard  ship,  Norfolk. 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

James  River. 

Cape  Fear  River. 
Norfolk,  Va. 


Changes  since  last  report. 


Brooklyn . 

Britannia . 

Banshee . 

Colorado . 

Canonicus . 

Cherokee . 

Calypso . 

Dictator . 

Fort  Jackson .... 

Juniata . . 

Minnesota . 

M  onadock . 

Mahopac . 

Mohican . 

Mercedita . 

Nereus . 

Powhatan . 

New  Ironsides- . . 

Quaker  City . 

Susquehanna.  ... 

Saugus  . 

Shenandoah . 

State  of  Georgia  . 

St.  Lawrence - 

Tuscarora - 

Ticonderoga . 

Tristram  Shandy 

Tallapoosa . 

Vauderbilt . 

Wabash . 


26 

2 

Capt.  [James]  Alden . 

6 

4 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  [W.  B.  ]  Sheldon. . 

3 

4 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  [W.  H.  1  Garfield  .. 

50 

1 

Commodore  [H.  K.  1  Thatcher . 

2 

3 

Lieut.  Commander  G.  E.  Belknap . 

6 

4 

Acting  Vol.  Lieut.  W.  E.  Dennison  . . . 

6 

4 

Acting  Master  [F.  D.  ]  Stuart . 

2 

1 

Commodore  J.  Rodgers . 

11 

2 

Capt.  [B.  F.  ]  Sands . 

14 

2 

Capt.  .i .  J.  Alrny . 

46 

1 

Commodore  [Jos.  1  Lanman . 

4 

3 

Commander  E.  G.  Parrott . 

2 

3 

Lieut.  Commander  E.  E.  Potter . 

9 

3 

Commander  D.  Aramen . 

9 

3 

Lieut.  Commander  M.  Ilaxtun . 

24 

1 

Commodore  f  J.  F.  1  Schenck . 

20 

1 

Commodore  [Wm.|  Radford . 

7 

2 

Commander  [W.  F.]  Spicer . 

18 

1 

Commodore  [S.  W.  ]  Godon . 

2 

3 

Commander  [E.  R.]  Colhoun . 

6 

2 

Capt.  [D.  B.]  liidgely . 

13 

1 

Commander  [D.l  Lynch . 

10 

3 

Commander  [J.  M.]  Frailey . 

14 

2 

Capt.  [Clias.l  Steedman . 

4 

4 

Acting  Volunteer  Lieut.  [F.  M.]  Green 

10 

3 

Lieut.  Commander  [  J.  E.l  De  Haven  . . 

16 

2 

Capt.  [C.  W.]  Pickering . 

44 

1 

Capt.  [M.]  Smith . 

Detached . 

Ordered  to  Key  West. 
Detached. 

New  York. 

S.  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Key  West. 

Boston. 

Repairing  north. 

West  Gulf. 

S.  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

S.  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Do. 

Do. 

Detached. 

Mariguana  Pass. 
Detached. 

James  River. 

West  Gulf. 

Key  West. 

James  River. 

S.  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Detached. 

Do. 

S.  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Do. 

Key  West. 

Detached. 

New  York  (detached). 
Boston. 


Report  of  Commodore  Lanman ,  U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of 
duties  as  senior  officer  in  Hampton  Roads  to  Commodore  Schenck ,  U.  S. 
Navy. 

U.  S.  S.  Minnesota, 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  February  1,  1865. 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  trans¬ 
ferred  all  the  papers  appertaining  to  the  duties  of  senior  officer  at  Hamp¬ 
ton  lioads  to  Commodore  James  F.  Schenck.  I  have  been  directed  by 
the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  “to  send  on  shore  stores  of 
all  kinds  not  wanted  for  your  voyage.” 
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February  2,  1865. 

I  send  the  remaining  200  men  and  2  hoys  to  the  Alabama ,  and  shall 
proceed  forthwith  to  Portsmouth,  N.  II. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

Joseph  Lanman, 

Commodore ,  Cotndg.  Second  Division ,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Gushing ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  beached  Confed¬ 
erate  steamer  Agnes  C.  Fry. 

U.  S.  S.  Malvern, 

Cape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  February  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  represent  that  the  Confederate  steamer  Agnes  C. 
Fry  is  beached  on  the  coast  2  miles  to  the  southward  of  Fort  Caswell. 
She  is  not  bilged  and  is  in  first-rate  order  in  every  respect.  She  is 
built  of  five  eighths-inch  iron,  has  splendid  engines,  is  about  1,000  tons, 
and  handsomely  fitted  out.  The  ship  is  about  20  yards  from  the  low- 
water  mark  in  a  bed  formed  in  the  quicksand,  and  could  easily  be 
launched  by  proper  means,  that  are  not  at  our  disposal  here.  She  is 
worth,  if  launched,  $150,000. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  Cushing, 
Lieutenant ,  TJ.  S.  Navy. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


Order  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  S.  Navy ,  to  Commander  Macomb , 
U.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  the  sounds  of  North  Carolina. 

North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Malvern ,  Cape  Fear  River,  February  1,  18(15. 

Sir:  I  have  directed  the  picket  torpedo  launch  at  Norfolk  to  be  sent 
to  you  without  delay.  Remember,  if  a  ram  comes  down,  you  are  to  go 
into  her  with  all  your  vessels  and  try  and  push  her  ashore,  when  the 
torpedo-boat  must  go  in  and  blow  her  up.  It  is  easily  done;  it  only 
wants  coolness  and  decision.  Be  prepared  for  this,  and  don’t  have  such 
another  disgraceful  affair  as  occurred  at  Dutch  Gap,  when  by  rights 
we  should  have  captured  all  the  rebel  rams. 

If  you  are  attacked,  sacrifice  all  your  vessels  to  obtain  victory  (it  will 
be  yours),  but  don’t  budge  an  inch  downstream. 

Knowing  my  wishes,  I  am  sure  you  will  carry  them  out. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Commander  W.  H.  Macomb, 

Commanding  District  of  the  Sounds,  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
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Report  of  Rear-Admiral  Porter ,  U.  IS.  Navy ,  transmitting  document  pre 

pared  at  the  request  of  Major-General  Barnard ,  U.  S.  Army ,  on  the 

subject  of  Federal  defenses. 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Gape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  February  1,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  yon  a  communication  (written  at 
the  request  of  Major-General  J.  G.  Barnard)  on  the  subject  of  the 
defenses  of  our  ports. 

The  works  lately  captured  here  have  so  impressed  General  Barnard 
with  the  vulnerability  of  forts,  when  the  concentrated  fire  of  heavy 
ships  is  brought  against  them,  that  he  has  requested  me  to  give  him 
the  result  of  my  experience. 

He  has  also  requested  me  to  make  it  an  official  communication  to 
yourself,  and  to  have  a  copy  sent  to  him  through  the  Navy  Department. 

I  have  complied  with  his  request,  and  herewith  enclose  two  copies, 
one  to  go  on  file,  the  other  for  Major-General  J.  G.  Barnard,  TT.  S. 
Engineers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Washington ,  7).  G. 

[Enclosure.] 

Flagship  Malvern, 

Gape  Fear  River ,  North  Carolina ,  February  1 ,  1865. 

Sir:  General  Barnard  has  just  visited  the  works  lately  captured 
here,  and  the  impression  made  upon  him  by  the  new  plan  of  defenses 
adopted  by  the  rebels,  and  the  effect  of  naval  fire  on  them,  has  been  to 
modify  the  opinions  that  he  has  heretofore  entertained,  if  not  to  change 
them  altogether. 

He  has  requested  me  to  write  an  official  document  to  the  Department 
on  this  subject,  as  he  considers  that  the  experience  I  have  had  in 
attacking  forts  of  various  kinds  has  enabled  me  to  form  a  pretty  accu¬ 
rate  idea  of  their  powers  of  endurance  against  the  ships  of  the  present 
day,  and  whether  or  not  forts  can  be  built  that  will  stand  a  bombard¬ 
ment,  such  as  can  be  brought  against  them  by  our  Navy  or  any  other 
navy  equal  or  superior  to  it. 

The  matter  is  of  so  much  importance  to  this  country  that  I  unhesi¬ 
tatingly  comply  with  the  request  of  General  Barnard,  although  it  is 
with  some  diffidence  I  undertake  to  handle  a  subject  that  may  bring 
my  opinions  in  conflict  with  those  of  officers  more  able  and  better 
informed  on  such  subjects  than  I  am.  What  opinions  I  may  give  are 
derived  from  an  experience  of  four  years’  fighting  against  forts  of  all 
kinds,  from  a  sand-hill  battery  for  12-pounders  up  to  the  largest  work 
that  was  ever  built. 

I  do  not  pretend  to  know  anything  about  the  theory  of  engineering 
or  the  rules  which  govern  engineers  in  their  different  arrangements  of 
stone,  mortar,  sand,  and  guns.  I  am  afraid  I  shall  startle  some  of  their 
long-established  convictions  when  I  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  have 
no  forts  on  our  part  of  the  continent  which  can  stand  the  concentrated 
fire  of  heavy  ships,  monitors,  and  ironsides  combined. 

When  the  kind  of  ships  enumerated  can  get  within  a  mile  of  any 
works,  and  can  bring  to  bear  guns  enough  (say  fifteen  to  one)  to  drive 
the  artillerists  from  their  batteries,  the  capture  of  a  fort  is  a  mere 
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matter  of  time,  and  a  short  time  at  that,  if  a  properly  equipped  military 
force  is  combined  with  the  naval  attack. 

The  running  past  a  battery  is  a  very  easy  thing,  whe.11  there  is  a 
straight  channel  and  sufficient  depth  of  water,  and  there  is  no  fort  in 
any  of  the  waters  of  the  North  that  can  not  be  safely  passed,  and  (in 
military  phrase)  the  “  position  turned,”  and  no  forts  now  built  can  keep 
out  a  large  fleet,  unless  the  channel  is  obstructed. 

These  are  rather  bold  statements  for  a  sailor  to  make,  but  I  may 
somewhat  satisfy  the  feelings  of  military  engineers  when  I  state  that 
forts  can  be  built  that  can  not  only  resist,  but  can  destroy  any  ship 
attempting  to  pass  them,  although  I  doubt  if  any  work  could  be  erected 
that  would  prevent  vessels,  wooden  or  iron,  from  running  by  without 
obstructions  in  the  channel. 

So,  after  all,  we  can  not  depend  solely  on  forts  to  defend  the  ap¬ 
proaches  to  harbors,  and  must,  in  the  end,  rely  a  great  deal  upon  the 
iron  floating  steam  batteries  to  encounter  vessels  that  might  run  past 
our  shore  batteries. 

The  result  of  the  experience  of  this  war  goes  to  prove  that  no  works 
of  any  kind  yet  erected  can  stand  the  fire  ot  ships.  The  rebels,  being 
thrown  upon  their  own  resources,  and  finding  that  their  earliest  efforts 
did  not  succeed,  have  adopted  new  plans  which  give  evidence  of  great 
engineering  skill,  but  which  have  failed  in  every  case  to  prevent  heavily 
armored  vessels  from  passing  their  batteries,  and  in  most  cases  their 
forts  have  succumbed.  Indeed,  I  know  ot  no  instance  where  troops  and 
ships  properly  combined  have  attacked  a  land  work  when  the  land 
work  was  not  taken. 

It  has  been  the  received  opinion,  up  to  a  late  date,  that  one  gun  on 
shore  was  equal  to  ten  on  board  ship.  This  no  doubt  may  be  true  so 
far  as  regards  ten  guns  in  a  vessel  and  one  gun  in  a  fort,  but  the  rule 
gives  way  when  a  very  large  number  ot  guns  is  brought  to  bear  on  a 
fort  and  there  is  a  continuous  bursting  of  shells  and  shrapnel  and 
showers  of  grape  and  canister  against  guns  en  barbette  or  men  behind 
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It  has  been  the  custom  to  arrange  guns  en  barbette  in  continuous 
rows  at  20  feet  apart,  in  batteries  of  ten,  fifteen,  or  thirty  guns,  as 
might  have  been  supposed  sufficient  to  protect  a  place. 

These  guns  were  placed  without  intervening  traverses,  which  is,  even 
at  this  moment,  the  case  with  all  our  seacoast  fortifications. 

It  is  very  plain  to  any  one  who  has  had  any  experience,  and  has  been 
exhibited  during  this  rebellion,  that  our  seacoast  works  can  not  be 
manned  and  worked  against  fleets,  since,  by  the  close  contiguity  of  the 
guns,  the  necessary  crowding  of  tbe  gnnners,  and  the  absence  ot  all 
kinds  of  defense,  the  destructive  effect  of  shells  is  too  great  to  permit 
men  to  stand  by  their  guns,  which  would  soon  be  disabled  (even  it  they 
had  traverses)  by  the  cool,  deliberate  fire  ot  monitors  and  ironsides, 
combined  with  Xl-inch  and  100-pouuder  rifles  in  wooden  vessels. 

Even  though  forts  may  be  protected  by  the  best  ot  traverses,  shells 
fired  at  proper  elevations  must  take  effect  on  the  battery,  since  “  lt; 
misses  one  gun  it  must  strike  another,  and  if  the  fire  is  at  all  enfilading 
the  shell  may  take  effect  on  several  guns  at  the  same  time.  As  long  as 
a  sun  is  disabled  it  matters  little  how  it  is  done.  .  .  „ 

There  is  one  source  of  mischief  to  gunners  and  guns  arising  fiom 
the  erection  of  sand-bag  or  earth  traverses.  In  the  first  place,  a  heavy 
shell  striking  or  exploding  on  a  traverse  knocks  the  sand  into  the 
muzzles  of  the  guns  and  disables  them  as  effectually  as  if  they  were 
dismounted.  This  happened  at  Fort  Fisher  long  before  the  guns  were 
dismounted  by  our  shells. 
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Iii  the  second  place,  the  sand  bags  are  thrown  down  on  the  circles 
and  prevent  the  training  of  the  guns.  They  are  also  thrown  upon  the 
gunners,  wounding  them  seriously  and  burying  them  under  the  earth. 
I  saw  an  instance  of  this  kind  at  Fort  Fisher,  where  a  rebel  was  buried 
by  a  shell,  with  nothing  but  his  head  left  above  ground. 

A  barbette  battery  must  be  very  defective  and  vulnerable  when  the 
guns  are  placed  within  30  feet  of  each  other.  The  space  should  be  at 
least  100  feet,  with  high  earthen  traverses  between  the  guns.  That  is, 
supposing  we  still  adhere  to  the  new  system  of  fortifications,  which  has 
been  found  capable  of  resisting  ships. 

There  are  points  where  forts  could  be  built  as  above  mentioned 
where  they  would  be  unassailable  by  ships,  and  Federal  Point,  where 
Fort  Fisher  stands,  is  one  of  those  points. 

Had  the  engineer,  Whiting,  known  anything  of  the  hydrography  of 
the  outer  bar,  he  would  have  placed  his  fort  1  mile  inside  of  where  he 
did  build  it.  His  works  then  would  have  been  out  of  reach  of  any  naval 
guns.  His  line  would  have  extended  from  the  sea,  inside  of  the  bar,  to 
the  [Cape  Fear]  river  and  swamp  on  the  inside,  rendering  it  perfectly 
impossible  for  an  enemy  landing  there  to  turn  either  end  of  the  fortified 
line. 

This  line  would  have  commanded  completely  the  tortuous  and  shal¬ 
low  channel  leading  into  Cape  Fear  Kiver,  and  all  the  light- draft  vessels 
on  earth  could  not  have  entered  there;  neither  could  light-draft  monitors 
nor  any  kind  of  vessel,  except  in  peaceful  times  and  with  an  experienced 
pilot. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  most  skillful  engineers  will  make  mistakes 
which  the  knowledge  of  an  intelligent  seaman  would  have  corrected. 
It  was  our  good  fortune  that  the  engineer,  Whiting,  was  self-opinionated, 
or  else  knew  nothing  of  the  hydrography  outside  the  bar,  near  the  fort, 
or  else  he  never  had  formed  an  idea  of  what  the  concentrated  fire  of 
300  guns  would  be  on  the  face  of  a  work  protected  by  traverses. 

The  Confederates,  however,  by  numerous  contests  with  our  fleet, 
have  learned  that  the  old  system  ot  defending  forts  is  very  defective. 
They  began  at  Hilton  Head,  by  following  the  old  arrangement,  and 
were  driven  from  their  guns  in  a  short  time. 

They  at  once,  on  finding  the  system  defective,  went  to  work  to  scatter 
their  guns  in  numerous  small  batteries,  instead  of  having  them  all 
together,  and  at  the  same  time  increased  the  space  between  the  guns 
not  less  than  L0  feet  and  protected  them  by  high  traverses,  which  also 
answered  for  bombproofs. 

At  Fort  Caswell  the  rebel  engineers  have  entirely  ignored  the  arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  United  States  engineers,  which  were  made  at  great  expense 
and  all  the  improvements  of  modern  times,  introduced  (as  it  was  sup¬ 
posed)  as  circumstances  required. 

While  the  rebels  have  been  steadily  advancing  in  the  science  of 
budding  forts,  or  remodeling  those  that  fell  into  their  possession,  we 
nave  not  progressed  in  a  like  manner,  from  the  fact  that  necessity,  which 
is  the  mother  of  invention,  never  arose  to  put  the  intelligence  of  our 
engineers  to  work. 

Our  frowning  stone  works,  with  their  guns  all  standing  out  en  bar¬ 
bette,  and  with  others  looking  through  small  ports  and  mounted  in 
enclosed  casemates,  gave  a  feeling  of  security  and  seemed  to  bid  defi¬ 
ance  to  the  strongest  foe,  while,  in  fact,  both  these  arrangements  are 
glanng  defects  and  a  most  prominent  evidence  of  weakness  in  our 
forts.  There  is  not  a  fort  in  the  United  States  that  I  have  seen  that 
could  not  be  silenced  by  ships,  if  a  sufficient  number  were  assigned  to 
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the  task,  and  the  monitors  would  in  a  very  short  time  (unmolested  by 
the  fire  which  heavier  ships  could  keep  down)  knock  away  the  walls 
with  their  XV-inch  shot,  and  the  whole  fabric  would  be  in  ruins. 

The  fact  that  our  forts  have  XV-inch  or  XX-inch  guns  mounted,  and 
could  sink  a  monitor  if  they  struck  her,  furnishes  no  argument  in  favor 
of  the  forts.  On  the  contrary,  those  large  guns,  standing  so  high  up 
and  loading  so  slowly,  are  just  the  objects  that  naval  gunners  would 
delight  to  explode  their  shrapnel  against,  and,  from  my  experience  in 
naval  gunnery,  the  third  shell  would  kill  every  man  at  the  gun. 

If  these  monster  guns  were  placed  in  stone  casemates,  with  shutters 
of  thick  iron  outside,  they  would  be  very  severe  on  ships,  provided  the 
stone  wall  would  stand  the  blow  of  a  XV-inch  shot.  Common  sense 
will  tell  anyone  that  stone  must  crumble  before  the  repeated  blows  of 
XV-inch  shot.  To  prove  it,  it  is  only  necessary  to  put  a  block  of  the 
best  granite  under  a  trip  hammer  of  ordinary  size.  The  XV-inch  shot 
is  equal  to  trip  hammer,  anvil,  bellows,  and  forge,  all  thrown  at  the 
same  time. 

The  rebels  seem  to  have  comprehended  at  once  the  weakness  of  the 
works  at  Caswell,  and  remodeled  the  fort  entirely,  keeping  the  old 
structure  as  a  ground  to  work  upon,  securing  the  brick  walls,  inside 
and  out,  with  sand  bags  and  other  earthworks,  against  heavy  shot, 
scattering  the  guns  and  protecting  them  with  huge  traverses,  as  at 
Fort  Fisher. 

It  would  have  been  a  most  difficult  place  to  take.  I  do  not  think  ships 
could  have  had  any  effect  upon  it,  as  it  was  entirely  out  of  the  reach 
of  our  heaviest  shot.  The  monitors  could  not  enter  the  channel,  and 
had  we  attacked  that  place,  as  was  proposed  by  an  engineer  who 
was  totally  ignorant  of  the  hydrography,  we  should  have  failed  in  the 
naval  part  of  the  operations.  It  was  a  land  or  siege  operation  alto¬ 
gether.  The  Navy  would  have  been  most  effective  in  landing  troops, 
and  covering  them  until  they  carried  their  approaches  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  works. 

I  mention  Fort  Caswell  as  showing  that  the  rebels  could  have  secured 
themselves  perfectly  had  they  planted  Fort  Fisher  a  mile  farther  back 
from  the  eastern  beach. 

The  question  now  is,  What  is  the  right  system  to  be  adopted  in 
building  forts? 

As  I  have  seen  every  kind  of  fort  that  has  yet  been  built  attacked 
by  ships  (wooden  and  iron),  and  in  no  instance  did  the  vessels  fail  to 
capture  or  aid  in  capturing  the  forts,  General  Barnard  has  requested 
me  to  express  my  views  and  give  the  result  of  my  experience.  I  do  so 
with  no  desire  to  make  myself  conspicuous,  or  take  a  leading  part  in  a 
subject  which  properly  belongs  to  another  branch  of  the  service,  and  I 
only  undertake  to  throw  some  light  on  the  subject  at  the  request  of 
others. 

My  first  experience  in  fort  fighting  was  when  I  was  quite  a  boy,  and 
while  a  midshipman  in  the  Mexican  navy.  I  belonged  to  a  twenty-gun 
brig,  mounting  24-pounder  carrouades.  We  attacked  two  Spanish 
brigs  of  war  of  superior  force,  beat  them,  and  drove  them,  much  crip 
pled,  inshore,  under  a  one-gun  (24-pounder)  Martello  tower.  This  one 
gun  opened  on  us,  cut  us  up  severely,  and  we  in  turn  were  obliged  to 
haul  off.  Here  was  one  gun  more  than  a  match  for  ten  guns,  in  broad 
side.  The  gun  on  the  Martello  tower  was  en  barbette ,  but  we  had 
nothing  but  solid  shot  in  those  days,  and  could  not  have  competed  with 
the  one  gun  if  we  had  had  twenty  guns  in  action. 

My  second  experience  was  in  the  war  between  the  United  States  and 
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Mexico.  At  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz  a  large  battering  train  was  landed 
and  quite  a  number  of  mortars,  which  played  upon  the  town  without 
seeming  to  affect  the  determination  of  the  troops.  The  Mexican  guns 
were  en  barbette ,  and  had  no  traverses.  Six  or  eight  naval  guns  (VIII- 
inch  shell  guns)  were  hauled  up  by  the  sailors  and  placed  in  position. 
Good  works  were  constructed  of  sand  bags  by  the  army  engineers,  and 
the  guns  in  them  were  somewhat  protected  by  traverses. 

From  the  time  these  guns  opened  on  the  town,  it  was  very  apparent 
that  it  was  a  mere  question  of  a  few  days  whether  the  place  would  sur¬ 
render.  The  Mexicans  could  stand  the  solid  shot,  but  were  driven 
from  their  guns  by  the  navy  shells. 

Had  the  ships  gone  into  action  at  that  time,  which  they  should  have 
done,  they  would  have  silenced  the  Mexican  batteries  in  half  an  hour, 
but  the  old  idea  that  two  guns  on  shore  were  equal  to  seventy  four  on 
board  ship  was  universally  accepted  as  true,  and  no  one  cared  to  go 
contrary  to  the  rule. 

I  was  in  a  small  steamer  at  that  time,  the  Spitfire,  commanded  by 
Captain  Tattnall.  After  assisting  with  our  shell  guns  in  bombarding 
the  town,  the  captain  took  a  notion  to  attack  the  castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulua. 

Quixotic  as  this  may  appear,  one  or  two  shell  guns  on  that  little 
steamer  so  disturbed  the  gunners  in  that  large  castle,  with  its  numerous 
guns,  that  the  steamer  was  struck  but  once,  and  fired  over  seventy 
shells  into  the  fort  and  town,  at  a  distance  of  less  than  a  mile. 

I  was  then  struck  with  the  exposed  condition  of  the  barbette  guns, 
and  urged  Commodore  Perry  to  attack  the  fort  with  the  ships,  but  was 
not  listened  to.  All  the  ships  would  have  taken  the  castle  in  less  than 
an  hour. 

My  next  experience  with  shell  guns  against  batteries  was  on  the 
Tabasco  River.  In  the  steamer  Spitfire ,  I  attempted  to  run  past  a 
battery  of  seven  guns,  pointing  down  the  river.  The  guns  were  in 
embrasures.  One  or  two  shells  of  ours,  exploding  over  the  guns, 
cleared  out  all  the  gunners,  and,  anchoring  the  vessel  in  the  rear  of  the 
works,  we  threw  so  rapidly,  boarding  it  at  the  same  time  with  50  men 
armed  with  cutlasses,  we  carried  the  works  against  a  garrison  of  500 
men,  who  were  driven  from  their  unprotected  guns  by  our  shells. 

1  made  up  my  mind  from  that  day  that  forts  constructed  on  the 
present  plan  would  never  stand  the  lire  of  ships. 

With  these  early  impressions  upon  me,  I  recommended,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  rebellion,  an  attack  on  the  forts  at  the  entrance  to  New 
Orleans,  Forts  Jackson  and  St.  Philip. 

I  consulted  at  that  time  with  General  Barnard,  who  furnished  me 
with  most  correct  maps  and  plans,  and  agreed  with  me  in  opinion  that 
the  forts  could  be  taken  by  ships  and  bomb  vessels. 

All  the  guns  of  these  forts  that  were  of  any  use  were  en  barbette. 
The  few  that  were  casemated  were  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  water, 
the  fort  having  settled. 

The  history  of  that  event  is  well  known.  The  mortar  vessels  dis¬ 
abled  Fort  Jackson  so  that  no  ship  was  struck  from  that  side,  and  the 
men  at  the  exposed  guns  of  Fort  St.  Philip  were  driven  to  shelter 
after  a  few  broadsides  of  the  vessels  as  they  passed. 

The  best  resistance  opposed  by  the  enemy  was  from  some  rams  and 
gunboats,  but  they  were  soon  demolished,  and  the  ships  passed  up, 
having  received  no  damage  that  would  affect  their  efficiency. 

Here  were  two  forts,  mounting  nearly  100  guns,  that  were  passed  by  a 
squadron  of  wooden  ships,  with  shell  guns,  where  the  enemy  had  strong 
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currents  on  tlieir  side,  and  bad  shoals  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of 
our  vessels. 

It  was  perhaps  one  of  the  most  difficult  positious  for  ships  to  pass  at 
night,  amid  smoke,  dames,  and  rams,  and  in  my  opinion  settled  the 
problem  about  steamships  passing  forts  when  there  was  plenty  of 
water. 

In  this  instance  only  a  deet  of  well-constructed  monitors  or  powerful 
rams  could  have  stopped  the  advance  of  our  deet.  The  enemy  had 
vessels  intended  for  that  purpose,  but  they  were  too  fragile  to  effect 
anything,  and  were  all  destroyed. 

New  \ork  at  this  moment  is  in  a  worse  condition  for  defense  than 
New  Orleans  was  at  that  time,  aud  a  deet  of  English  vessels  could 
enter  New  York  Harbor  (despite  all  the  forts),  or  any  other  harbor 
where  obstructions  can  not  be  placed  in  the  channels.  Obstructions 
and  torpedoes  are  a  better  defense  than  our  present  forts. 

Soon  after  the  taking  of  New  Orleans  I  was  ordered  up  to  Vicksburg 
with  the  mortars  to  try  and  silence  the  batteries  while  Admiral  Farra- 
gut’s  deet  passed  by.  The  rebels  had  about  30  heavy  guns  mounted  at 
that  time,  which  they  had  been  permitted  to  mount  without  being 
troubled.  They  had  all  kinds  of  batteries,  but  most  of  the  guns  were 
en  barbette ,  with  low  traverses. 

The  mortars  soon  drove  the  gunners  away,  and  when  the  ships  passed 
up  they  threw  in  such  a  shower  of  shells  aud  shrapnel  that  no  rebel 
could  stand  to  his  guns  until  the  .ships  had  passed. 

Here  were  30  guns  on  shore  against  40  on  board  ship,  and  yet  the 
ships  passed  up  in  safety,  losing  only  a  few  men,  and  with  little  or  no 
damage  to  the  vessels.  The  same  ships  passed  down  again,  with  a 
like  result. 

After  this  I  was  ordered  to  the  Mississippi  Squadron,  and  cooperated 
with  General  Sherman  in  his  attack  upon  Vicksburg.  Here  I  found 
that  the  rebels  had  constructed  forts  of  a  different  order.  The  batter¬ 
ies  were  scattered  in  all  directions,  and  there  were  never  more  than 
two  guns  in  one  place.  They  also  had  sand-bag  traverses. 

Haynes’s  Bluff’,  up  the  Yazoo  River,  was  a  strong  place,  mounting  17 
heavy  guns  and  some  smaller  pieces.  We  attacked  it  with  the  gunboats 
to  try  its  strength,  and  found  it  more  formidable  than  we  expected. 
Strong  as  it  was,  the  men  were  driven  from  the  guns,  and  could  we 
have  got  a  land  force  in  the  rear  of  the  work  it  would  have  fallen. 
The  guns  were  not  protected  properly  on  the  front  from  our  fire,  nor  in 
the  rear. 

Haynes’  Bluff  finally  fell  on  account  of  gunboats  approaching  it  in 
front  and  the  army  coming  up  in  the  rear  of  it.  It  could  not  have  stood 
the  combined  attack  for  two  hours. 

At  Arkansas  Post  I  met  with  a  new  kind  of  work :  An  enclosed  case¬ 
mate,  covered  with  a  double  thickness  of  railroad  iron  and  portholes 
only  large  enough  for  the  muzzles  of  the  guns  to  get  through. 

Tbe  fort  mounted  eleven  guns,  but  only  three  of  them  were  IX-inch 
aud  X-inch.  I  had  nine  IX-inch  and  two  VIII  inch  (the  smaller  guns 
were  seldom  used)  to  oppose  to  this,  in  ironclad  vessels. 

The  enemy  had  put  up  their  range  marks  at  500,  700,  and  1,100  yards. 
I  placed  the  gunboats  only  70  yards  from  the  fort,  and  in  three  hours 
every  gun  in  the  enemy’s  battery  was  disabled  or  dismounted.  The 
work  here  was  done  mostly  by  the  gunboats. 

The  new-fashioned  casemates  turned  out  to  be  no  better  than  the  guns 
en  barbette.  They  were  perfect  slaughterhouses  and  were  piled  up  with 
dead  and  wounded. 
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Every  shell  that  went  through  the  portholes  killed  and  wounded 
every  man  in  the  close  caseinate,  and  those  that  went  through  the  door¬ 
way  killed  the  men  at  the  guns  mounted  en  barbette. 

This  proved  to  me  most  satisfactorily  that  guns  in  casemates  were  no 
better  protected  from  shells  than  those  en  barbette.  I  was  convinced 
that  no  such  casemates  (and  they  were  the  strongest  that  I  have  ever 
seen)  could  stand  the  heavy  guns  of  a  squadron. 

Our  next  operations  were  against  Vicksburg,  where  we  passed  down 
in  defiance  of  those  heavy  batteries  of  over  sixty  guns,  and  even  took 
some  fragile  transports  with  us,  only  one  of  which  was  lost.  Little  or 
no  damage  was  done  to  the  fleet  of  gunboats,  and  we  lost,  all  told,  but 
14  men. 

The  guns  in  Vicksburg  were  still  mounted  en  barbette ,  with  heavy 
traverses.  We  inflicted  more  loss  on  them  than  they  did  on  us,  and  our 
move  completely  sealed  the  fate  of  Vicksburg  and"  cut  the  enemy  oft 
from  his  supplies  by  the  river. 

In  the  course  of  that  same  week  I  attacked  the  heavy  works  at  Grand 
Gulf  with  eight  ironclads. 

The  guns  in  these  works  were  scattered  (thirteen  of  them)  over  a 
space  of  1.500  yards.  Five  of  them  were  at  an  elevation  of  53  feet;  the 
others  were  at  an  elevation  of  109  feet. 

After  five  hours  and  a  half  fighting,  all  the  guns  were  disabled  except 
one.  They  were  literally  covered  up  in  the  earth,  and  after  passing 
down  and  landing  the  army  15  miles  below,  we  went  up  and  took  quiet 
possession  of  them. 

All  these  guns  were  mounted  en  barbette ,  and  the  gunners  could  not 
stay  at  them,  and  although  they  fired  well  and  did  us  a  good  deal  of 
damage,  killing  and  wounding  75  persons  in  three  vessels,  they  had  to 
succumb. 

When  General  Grant  made  his  attack  on  Vicksburg  in  May,  I  attacked 
the  lower  batteries  with  six  ironclads,  commencing  at  the  lowest  battery. 

We  silenced  the  hill  batteries  all  the  way  up  to  a  nine-gun  water  bat¬ 
tery,  which  gave  us  some  trouble,  but  gradually  slackened  its  fire,  and 
after  an  action  of  six  hours  we  withdrew  to  fill  up  with  ammunition, 
with  only  one  or  two  killed  and  seven  wounded,  having  disabled  some 
of  the  heaviest  guns  the  enemy  had.  The  enemy’s  guns  were  still  en 
barbette. 

The  next  fort  I  made  a  demonstration  against  was  Fort  De  Russy,  on 
Red  River.  This  work  was  taken  by  assault  by  the  troops,  a  few  men 
only  being  in  the  fort  and  the  gunboats  throwing  only  three  shells  over 
the  water  batteries,  which  set  the  rebels  to  running. 

I  examined  this  fort  carefully.  It  was  an  extensive  and  beautiful 
structure,  with  a  large  square  work,  nearly  a  mile  from  the  water,  and 
heavy  casemates  covered  with  t  wo  thicknesses  of  railroad  iron.  These 
portholes  in  the  main  casemate  were  of  thick  iron  and  only  lar°-e 
enough  to  admit  the  muzzles  of  the  guns.  The  embrasures  inside  were 
the  reverse  of  embrasures  generally.  The  guns  were  mounted  on  pivot 
carriages. 

I  ordered  the  Essex  to  fire  on  this  work,  at  a  distance  of  550  yards,  to 
test  its  strength. 

A  percussion  shell  was  the  first  one  fired.  It  struck  a  point  near  the 
porthole  and  tore  out  the  iron  over  a  surface  12  inches  long  (vertically) 
by  8  inches  wide.  1  annex  a  drawing  of  the  other  damages,  which 
shows  that  twenty  shot  would  have  knocked  the  whole  work  to  pieces 
It  was  not  as  good  as  guns  en  barbette. 
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In  a  number  of  smaller  affairs  on  tlie  Mississippi  'and.  Red  rivers, 
in  which  the  vessels  of  my  command  with  one  or  two  exceptions  came 
of!  victorious,  I  was  satisfied  that  no  works  yet  constructed  could  stand 
the  concentrated  fire  of  heavy  guns  on  board  ship.  The  vessels  have 
a  great  advantage.  They  can  engage  or  not,  as  it  suits  them.  They 
can  choose  their  distance  or  position,  and  the  fort  has  to  accept  the 
terms  or  else  the  people  on  shore  must  go  into  bombproofs  and  be 
captured  finally  by  a  laud  force. 

In  no  instance  during  the  war  (except  at  Charleston)  have  combined 
attacks  of  army  and  navy  failed  to  take  a  fort,  which  shows  conclu¬ 
sively  that  they  were  not  properly  constructed,  and  were  made  to  be 
taken. 

The  result  of  the  late  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  by  the  navy  has  been 
witnessed  by  Major-General  Barnard,  and  I  think  he  is  somewhat  sur¬ 
prised  at  the  destructive  effect  of  the  naval  fire  on  these  tremendous 
works. 

It  has,  I  believe,  convinced  him  that  we  must  make  a  new  move  in 
fortifying  our  coast,  for  the  rebels  have  certainly  exhausted  all  their 
ingenuity  in  building  seacoast  defenses,  and  have  never  kept  us  out 
yet  when  we  determined  to  get  in. 

Fort  Fisher  is  a  stronger  work  than  Fortress  Monroe  against  ships, 
although  it  is  weak  against  an  assault  when  the  assault  is  covered  by 
the  fire  of  ships. 

The  same  fleet  we  used  at  Fort  Fisher  would  silence  Fortress  Monroe 
in  a  day,  dismount'  all  the  conspicuous  guns,  and  the  monitors  and 
Ironsides  would  demolish,  all  the  casemates  in  a  few  hours. 

The  assaulting  of  such  a  work  would  be  a  more  difficult  matter,  aud 
could  only  be  done  by  slow  approaches  and  after  a  long  siege. 

To  show  the  importance  of  making  a  fort  impregnable  against  shells 
or  assault  (which  can  be  done),  it  is  only  necessary  to  read  the  historv 
of  the  fall  of  Fort  Fisher, 

It  is  certainly  the  strongest  and  most  complete  single  work  I  ever 
saw,  but  it  had  the  fault  of  being  placed  too  close  to  the  sea,  where 
slaps  could  get  near  it.  It  commanded  all  the  works  on  Federal  Point 
and  when  Fort  Fisher  fell  they  fell  also.  There  was  no  escape  for  one 
ot  the  garrison  even. 


.  Wlth  J lsber  fel1  Fort  Caswell,  Fort  Shaw,  Fort  Campbell,  the  exten¬ 
sive  works  on  Smith’s  Island,  a  heavy  work  at  Smithville,  and  some 
minor  works,  in  all  amounting  to  185  guns,  with  immense  quantities  of 
munitions  of  war. 

Fort  Fisher  was  the  key  to  all  this  tremendous  system  of  works,  which 
will  furnish  food  for  study  to  our  engineers  for  years  to  come,  and  in 
many  cases,  the  plans  inaugurated  by  the  rebels  will  be  adopted  by  us. 

I  hope  that  we  may  never  commit  the  same  mistakes  that  the  rebels 
have,  and  build  a  fort  without  consulting  the  hydrography  of  its  ap¬ 
proaches.  o  1  j  ° 

Here  was  a  chain  of  works  not  exceeded  by  anything  of  the  kind  in 
the  world,  iost  to  the  rebels  because  the  key  to  them  all  was  placed 

i’V.1Nlnw  \e  r.eac,11  °r  8ll11l)S-  1  [ad  Fort  Fisher  been  built  a  mile  farther 

back,  Wilmington  could  have  defied  us  as  long  as  the  rebellion  lasted. 

Our  success  might  have  been  greater  had  we  been  provided  with  a 
sufficient  number  ot  troops  to  push  right  ahead.  The  gunboats  could 
do  nothing,  as  the  river  was  filled  with  obstructions,  commanded  bv 
heavy  batteries.  ’  y 


I  he  tioops,  however,  could  not  move,  nor  were  they  in  sufficient 
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numbers  to  do  so.  There  was  not  a  horse  nor  a  wagon  in  the  whole 
army,  and,  in  my  opinion,  there  were  not  troops  enough  to  hold  securely 
a  position  of  so  much  value  to  us. 

As  it  would  take  too  much  time  and  space  to  give  a  description  of 
Fort  Fisher  and  the  adjacent  works,  I  leave  it  to  the  abler  pen  of 
General  Barnard,  who  has  carefully  examined  them  all.  I  am  sure  the 
result  of  his  inspection  has  materially  changed  many  of  his  views. 

Now  comes  the  question,  How  are  we  to  arrange  our  coast  defenses 
to  make  them  serviceable?  The  theory  heretofore  accepted  that  “one 
gun  on  shore  is  equal  to  many  on  shipboard”  is  found  not  to  be  true. 
Since  the  introduction  of  ironclads  this  idea  can  not  bo  maintained,  as 
we  now  know  how  to  construct  vessels  that  will  resist  the  impact  of 
IX,  X,  XI,  XIII,  and  perhaps  XY  inch  shot,  and  the  guns  of  which 
can  be  worked  in  perfect  security. 

The  result  of  the  firing  of  the  ironclads  and  monitors  upon  the  land 
front  of  Fort  Fisher  shows  that  even  where  barbette  guns  are  spaced 
90  or  100  feet  apart,  with  high  traverses  between  them,  the  protection 
to  the  guns  is  not  sufficient,  and  that  some  more  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ment  of  barbette  guns  than  has  yet  been  contrived  is  desirable. 

It  is  on  this  point  that  I  wish  to  offer  my  opinions,  which  I  do  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  opinions  of  military  engineers,  who  no  doubt 
have  their  own  views  of  the  subject. 

In  short,  I  propose  that  all  our  works  shall  be  earthworks;  or  that 
those  now  built  shall  be  covered  with  earth;  the  guns  to  be  mounted 
in  monitor  turrets  as  they  are  now  mounted  in  our  monitors.  It  is 
very  evident  that  any  thickness  of  iron  can  be  used  on  the  turrets,  and 
any  size  of  guns  employed. 

The  turrets  can  be  placed  in  such  close  proximity  that  no  assault 
could  be  ventured,  for  with  powder  alone  an  assaulting  party  could  be 
blown  to  perdition.  Even  if  a  party  of  assaulters  should  pass  inside 
the  monitors,  it  could  accomplish  nothing,  as  the  turning  turrets  would 
sweep  them  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 

The  galleries  under  the  turrets  could  be  so  arranged  and  made 
secure  against  an  assault  by  having  central  turrets  inside  the  works 
that  every  man  of  the  enemy  that  ventured  there  would  be  destroyed. 

The  details  of  this  plan  I  leave  to  abler  minds  than  mine,  but  I  am 
sure  that  this  is  the  only  method  to  build  a  fort  that  will  resist  success¬ 
fully  ships  and  assaults. 

To  prevent  the  passage  of  such  batteries  as  I  have  mentioned  by 
heavy  ships  of  war,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  inside  floating  batteries 
of  monitors  and  ironsides,  and  when  we  have  all  these  we  can  secure 
ourselves  against  the  attack  of  every  foreign  power,  but  not  until  we 
have  reached  this  perfection  in  forts  can  we  stop  a  fleet  of  heavy 
wooden  vessels. 

Foreign  powers  have  learned  by  our  successes,  and  will  be  apt  to  turn 
against  us  the  experience  they  have  gained.  Fortunately,  the  Navy 
will  soon  be  amply  supplied  with  monitors,  and  it  rests  with  the  Army 
to  perfect  its  part  of  the  defenses. 

The  value  of  fortifications  on  land  is  not  in  the  least  diminished  by 
the  late  results;  their  importance  is  greater  than  ever,  but  they  must 
be  properly  built. 

If  a  cheaper  method  than  the  one  I  have  proposed  can  be  adopted, 
and  as  good  a  one,  I  hope  it  will  be  tried.  If  stone  casemates  can  be 
substituted  for  iron,  or  if  those  now  built  can  be  protected  against 
XV-inch  shot,  I  hope  it  may  be  done,  but  I  would  prefer  seeing  the 
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experiment  tried  on  some  of  our  stone  walls  before  I  should  put  my 
trust  in  them  in  preference  to  monitor  turrets. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

David  D.  Porter, 

Rear-Admiral. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington ,  D.  G. 


Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Malvern ,  November  26 ,  1864 ,  to  February  1 

1865. 

November  26 ,  1864. — At  12:10  p.  m.  proceeded  up  the  James  River. 

November  27.— At  7 : 45  a-,  m.  passed  Turkey  Bend.  At  0 :  45  stopped 
and  General  Ben.  Butler  came  on  board.  At  10 : 15  General  Butler  and 
Admiral  Porter  left  the  ship  and  proceeded  down  the  river  in  the  steamer 
Greyhound.  At  11  came  to  anchor  above  Aiken’s  Lauding.  At  11 : 15 
hoisted  anchor  and  dropped  down  about  off  Aiken’s  Landing  and  came 
to  anchor.  Rebel  batteries  firing  occasionally  in  the  direction  of  Dutch 
Gap. 

November  28.— Steaming  down  the  river.  At  1:15  p.  m.  passed  the 
wreck  of  a  burned  steamer.  At  1: 40  passed  the  army  transport  Helen 
Getty ,  with  troops,  steaming  up  the  river.  At  3  passed  the  General 
Putnam ,  aground.  At  3 : 20  passed  the  ram  Atlanta;  also  the  rebel  pri¬ 
vateer  Florida ,  sunk  near  the  Atlanta.  At  3 : 30  passed  Newport  News. 
At  4  came  to  anchor  off  Fortress  Monroe.  Admiral  Porter  returned  on 
board. 

November  29.— Lying  at  anchor  in  Hampton  Roads.  At  3:25  p.  m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  staff,  also  Major-General  Butler  visited 
this  ship. 

December  2. — Lieutenant  W.  B.  Gushing  took  command  of  this  ship 

December  13.— Lying  at  anchor,  Hampton  Roads.  At  6 : 30  a.  m  the 
ironclads  Canomcus,  Mahopac ,  and  Monadnock ,  also  steamers  Santiago  de 
Guba,  Fort  Jackson ,  and  Rhode  Island ,  went  to  sea.  At  9 :  30  hove  short 
20  fathoms  chain  on  port  anchor.  The  fleet  getting  underway  and  pro- 
ceeding  to  sea.  A 1 12 : 30  p.  m.  the  Sassacus,  with  the  Louisiana  in  tow, 

1  the  proceeded  to  sea.  At  1  the  Vanderbilt  proceeded  to  sea. 

At  1 :  o0  p.  m.  the  admiral  left  the  ship;  returned  at  2.  At  3  the  Cactus 
came  alongside ;  received  some  torpedoes  from  her.  At  4  got  underwav 
and  proceeded  down  the  bay.  "  y 

December  15.— At  7 : 50  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 

December  18.  At  8:20  a.  m.  the  Sassacus  got  underway  and  stood  to 
the  southward,  with  the  Louisiana  in  tow.  At  9  the  Shenandoah ,  New 
Ironsides,  and  Mohican  stood  to  the  southward.  At  11  this  ship  stood 
to  the  southward,  followed  by  the  remainder  of  the  fleet.  At  5 : 15  p.  m. 
arrived  up  to  the  fleet  and  came  to  with  starboard  anchor.  At  6-30 
General  Weitzel  left  the  ship. 

Decmfter  IP.— At  to  a  m.  got  underway,  accompanied  by  the  fleet. 
At  11.30  the  fleet  formed  m  line  of  battle,  the  Minnesota  taking  the 
lead,  army  transports  following.  At  12  meridian  wind  S  W  force  3- 
weather  overcast,  air  67°.  At  3 : 45  p.  m.  made  signals  to  the  fleet  to 
come  to  anchor.  At  4  came  to  anchor.  The  different  vessels  of  the 
fleet  came  to  anchor  m  their  respective  stations.  At  11 : 55  p  m  firi no- 
heard  m  the  direction  of  New  Inlet.  Midnight,  wind  S.  W.‘:  force  6- 
weather  fair.  ’ 
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December  22. — At  10 : 30  a.  m.  hove  up  both  anchors  and  steamed 
slowly  in  for  the  land,  followed  by  the  monitors  Nansemond  and  Louisi¬ 
ana.  At  11 :  45  came  to  anchor. 

December  24. — From  midnight  to  4  a.  m.,  wind  W.  by  S.;  force  2; 
weather  fair.  At  12:  15  a.  m.  saw  a  bright  red  light  bearing  W.  ^  N., 
apparently  a  vessel  on  lire.  At  1:46  a.  m.  saw  the  explosion  of  the 
Louisiana;  also  heard  the  report  very  distinctly.  At  6 : 30  got  under¬ 
way,  in  company  with  the  fleet,  and  stood  toward  the  shore.  From  8 
a.  m.  to  meridian,  all  the  fleet  underway.  At  9 : 40  anchored  in  74  fath¬ 
oms  water  and  45  fathoms  cable.  At  11  all  the  fleet  got  underway; 
stood  in  to  engage  the  batteries.  At  12:45  p.  m.  the  New  Ironsides 
opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher,  followed  immediately  after  by  the  monitors 
Monadnock  and  Canonicus.  At  1  p.  m.  Fort  Fisher  fired  at  the  New 
Ironsides.  At  2  the  whole  fleet  steamed  into  position  and  opened  Are. 
At  3:30  Fort  Fisher  was  discovered  to  be  on  Are.  From  4  to  6,  wind 
S.  W. ;  force  3 ;  weather  fair ;  air  50°.  Fleet  keeping  up  a  continual  fire 
on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound.  At  5:30  ceased  firing,  and  this  ship 
steamed  slowly  to  the  17.  E.,  followed  by  the  fleet.  At  6  came  to  with 
port  anchor. 

December  25. — Lying  off  Fort  Fisher.  At  9:30  a.  m.  got  underway. 
At  10  fleet  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the  shore.  At  10: 47  the 
New  Ironsides  opened  the  engagement,  followed  by  the  monitors,  which 
was  returned  slowly  by  the  enemy’s  batteries.  At  11: 45  Lieutenant 
Cushing  and  Acting  Master’s  Mate  Horton  left  the  ship  with  a  crew  of 
14  men,  in  tow  of  the  Little  Ada.  At  1  p.  m.  firing  going  on  very  briskly 
from  the  first  division,  the  fleet  bombarding  Fort  Fisher.  At  1  *  15  the 
batteries  in  front  of  the  transports  silenced.  At  2 : 15  transports  com¬ 
menced  landing  troops.  At  3  skirmishers  thrown  out  by  the  troops. 
Wind  N.  E.;  force  1;  weather  cloudy;  air  55°.  At  5  bombarding  Fort 
Fisher.  At  5 : 30  the  fleet  steamed  slowly  out  of  range,  except  the  iron¬ 
clads.  At  6  came  to  off  Half  Moon  battery.  At  7  heavy  musketry 
heard  on  shore;  also  field  artillery,  ltebel  batteries  firing  occasionally. 
At  7 : 30  the  Wilderness  jn’oceeded  to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  At  10  stood  off¬ 
shore. 

December  26. — At  1  a.  m.  heard  musketry  firing  in  the  direction  of 
Fort  Fisher,  also  a  few  shots  from  the  monitors.  Several  of  the  trans¬ 
ports  got  underway  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  At 
6 : 30  a.  m.  went  ahead  fast  and  communicated  with  several  vessels  of 
the  fleet.  Firing  occasionally  on  shore.  From  8  to  meridian :  Large 
number  of  Union  troops  on  shore.  Steaming  ahead  at  intervals  and 
communicating  with  the  fleet.  The  Cherokee ,  Alabama ,  and  Gettysburg 
shelling  the  woods  off  Half  Moon  battery.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m. : 
Ships  lying  close  to  shore,  several  engaged  in  shelling  the  woods.  At 
7 : 45  rapid  and  continued  artillery  firing  heard  to  the  westward. 

December  27. — Midnight  to  4  a.  m. :  Gunboats  engaged  in  shelling  the 
woods.  From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  At  7:30  the  Lilian  came  in  from  sea;  the 
Brooklyn  and  Pawtuxet  weighed  anchor  and  stood  inshore.  Quite  a 
swell  from  the  south.  At  8 : 40  Lieutenant  Cushing  was  detached  from 
the  ship  and  ordered  to  the  Monticello.  At  8: 55  a.  m.  the  Monticello 
proceeded  to  the  Western  Bar.  Gunboats  shelling  the  woods  occa¬ 
sionally  during  the  watch  (8  a.  m.  to  meridian).  At  1  p.  m.  gunboats 
engaged  in  shelling  woods.  Several  of  the  fleet  proceeded  to  sea;  also 
transports.  At  2:20  the  Emma  and  Montgomery  came  in  collision. 
From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Quite  a  swell  from  the  southward. 

December  28. — At  6  a.  m.  discovered  a  blockade-running  steamer  close 
inshore,  several  gunboats  firing  at  her. 
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December  29. — At  2  a.  m.  weighed  anchor  and  stood  out  to  sea.  At 
9 : 10  Cape  Lookout  liglit-house  bore  N.  E.  £  N.,  distant  15  miles.  At  10 
furled  sail,  and  fleet  in  sight  at  anchor.  At  11:30  moored  ship  in 
Beaufort  Harbor,  North  Carolina. 

December  30. — Lying  at  anchor  in  Beaufort  Harbor. 

January  1 , 1865. — Lieutenant  Benjamin  Porter  in  command. 

January  12. — At  8:40  a.  m.  went  ahead  slow  in  company  with  the 
fleet.  At  8:40  p.  m.  came  to  anchor.  At  10:30  p.  m.  Major-General 
Terry  came  on  board,  and  left  the  ship  at  11.  At  11 :  45  all'  the  fleet  at 
anchor  within  sight.  At  11 :  50  a  heavy  fire  on  shore  bearing  W.  by  S. 

January  13. — At  4:30  a.  m.  delivered  four  rebel  deserters  to  the 
transport  General  McClellan  underway;  the  fleet  also  got  underway,  the 
frigate  New  Ironsides  and  monitor  Monadnock  taking  the  lead.  At  7 : 15 
the  Brooklyn  commenced  shelling  the  woods.  From  8  to  meridian :  Cover¬ 
ing  the  landing  of  the  troops  about  3  miles  above  Fort  Fisher.  At  8 : 30 
anchored  in  7  fathoms  water  and  20  fathoms  chain.  A  number  of  ves¬ 
sels  shelling  the  woods.  At  8:45  the  New  Ironsides,  Monadnock,  and 
Mahopac  opened  fire  on  Fort  Fisher.  At  8 : 45  began  to  land  the  troops. 
At  9: 30  the  A.  D.  Vance  arrived  from  Beaufort,  bringing  the  mail.  At 
9:45  the  monitors  engaging  Fort  Fisher  briskly.  At  10:45  steamed 
in  toward  the  New  Ironsides-,  landing  of  the  troops  going  on  briskly. 
At  2 : 30  p.  m.  all  the  troops  weie  landed.  At  3 : 30  the  Minnesota,  Colo¬ 
rado,  Wabash,  and  Mackinaw  got  underway.  At  3:35  hove  up  anchor 
and  steamed  slowly  along  the  line.  At  3:45  the  Powhatan ,  Susque¬ 
hanna,  Brooklyn,  and  Juniata  got  underway.  At  3:55  the  Mohican 
Tuscarora ,  Shenandoah ,  and  Ticonderoga  got  underway.  At  4  the 
troops  were  forming  in  line  of  battle,  the  New  Ironsides  and  monitors 
keeping  up  a  rapid  and  continuous  fire  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the  Mound 
during  the  watch.  At  4:15  the  first  and  second  divisions  were  in  line 
of  battle  and  kept  up  a  raking  fire  on  Fort  Fisher  until  dark,  when 
several  moved  out  of  range.  At  8 : 30  the  Emma  arrived  from  Beaufort. 
At  9 : 30  the  third  division  took  station  inshore  of  us  and  anchored ;  the 
monitors  firing  at  intervals  of  ten  minutes  at  the  fort;  the  enemv 
returning  the  fire  occasionally.  At  noon  wind  S.  S.  W.,  force  2,  weather 
fair,  air  o 7°.  Midnight,  wind  S.  W.,  force  3;  weather  hazy,  air  50°. 
January  14. — At  3 :  50  a.  m.  one  of  the  monitors  opened  fire  on  Fort 
ls!?er-  ^  ^lie  Aew  Ironsides  and  monitor  Monadnock  opened  fire 

on  the  fort.  At  1 : 30  p.  in.  the  Pains  and  R.  R.  Cuyler  got  underway  and 
stood  to  the  N.  E.  At  1:30  the  Seneca,  Chippewa,  and  Huron  stood  in 
and  engaged  the  tort.  At  1 : 40  the  Tacony  and  Maumee  followed  into 
ac  ion.  At  ^  the  Brooldyn  and  Kansas  stood  into  the  engagement  At 
2  we  got  underway  and  stood  toward  the  fort.  At  3 : 15  anchored  in  5 
fathoms  water  and  15  fathoms  chain,  the  gunboats  going  into  action  or 
hauling  off  as  ordered.  From  4  to  6  p.  m. :  The  following  vessels  still 
firing  at  the  fort  during  the  watch,  viz :  New  Ironsides,  Mahopac,  Saugus, 
Canomcus ,  Monadnock,  Brooklyn,  Tacony,  Unadilla,  Pequot,  Seneca 
uron,  Maumee,  and  l  antic.  At  4:35  the  Shenandoah  steamed  in  and 

ue  f0rt  /r0“  61t0  8  P-  m- :  Tbe  above-named  vessels  keeping 
up  a  slow  fire  on  Foit  Fisher.  At  7:30  shifted  our  anchorage  farther 
to  the  westward.  From  8  to  midnight:  Sent  a  boat  ashore  for  Major- 

So“y“on  Fort  Either  ge“eral  Ca™  °U  b°arlL  The  moIlitors 

IirT+n 1 lidui-Sht  t0  4  a-  m- :  At  anchor  off  Half  Moon 
battery.  Several  of  the  vessels  shelling  Fort  Fisher,  averaging  a  shot 

eveiy  twelve  minutes.  At  7  a.  in.  the  Colorado ,  Minnesota,  Wabash 
Powhatan,  Susquehanna,  Ticonderoga,  Juniata,  also  the  Unadilla  and 
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Shenmdoah  got  underway  The  monitors  and  Ironsides  firing  at  inter- 

The  awf°rt  Ai  9:w  ?be  following  vessels  went  into  action: 

1  }.ie9(,]f™nef0ta'  Wabash,  Molnean ,  and  Susquehanna,  At 

1^  S'  H-  Porter:  Lieutenant  Preston,  Captain  Breese, 

Lieutenant  J  A  Hamilton,  and  Acting  Master’s  Mates  Horton  and 
Lyon  and  a  detail  of  men  went  on  shore  with  all  the  Marine  Corps 
belonging  to  this  ship.  Several  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  engaged  in 
landing  sailors  and  marines.  A  heavy  bombardment  going  on.  Several 
other  vessels  of  the  fleet  going  into  action.  Light  breezes  from  W.  and 
b.  W . ;  weather  fair :  temperature  40°  to  50°.  From  meridian  to  4  p.m.  : 
Lntire  fleet  engaged  in  a  heavy  bombardment  on  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
surrounding  batteries.  At  1 : 20  came  to  with  the  starboard  anchor  in 
4  lathoms  and  15  fathoms  chain.  At  3 :  05  made  signal  to  cease  firing; 
also  blew  a  long  whistle,  which  was  the  signal  for  the  sailors  and  sol¬ 
diers  to  attack  the  fort.  At  3  got  underway  and  stood  in  toward  the 

line  ol  fire.  At  3: 10  the  sailors  and  soldiers  assaulted  the  fort.  Mar¬ 
tin  Connelly  (marine)  was  brought  on  board  wounded.  From  4  to  G 
P.  m-  -  Casualties,  as  far  as  ascertained,  of  this  ship,  officers  and  men  were 
as  toliows:  Lieutenant  B.  H.  Porter  and  Lieutenant  S.  W.  Preston 
killed  Fone  of  the  oflicers  have  yet  returned.  The  Howquah  arrived 
Irom  Beaufort  with  mail.  The  storming  party  from  the  fleet  was  seri¬ 
ously  repulsed,  the  fighting  going  on  stubbornly.  At  6:45  p.  m.  the 
large  frigates  opened  on  the  fort.  At  7  the  Nansemond  and  Huron  came 
m  collision.  At  i  :15  sent  ten  blankets  on  shore.  From  8  to  midnight: 
The  frigates  engaged  in  firing  on  the  fort.  At  10:05  Major-Generai 
Terry  signaled  to  Admiral  Porter  that  Fort  Fisher  was  ours;  great 
rejoicing  throughout  the  fleet. 

January  16.— From  midnight  to  4  a.  in.:  At  anchor  off  Fort  Fisher 
with  the  fleet.  At  12:10  the  bodies  of  Lieutenants  Porter  and  Preston 
were  brought  on  board  and  properly  cared  for.  At  12:30  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  in  farther  toward  the  fort.  At  2 : 40  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  Mr.  Horton  came  on  board.  The  gunboats  shelling  the  woods 
occasionally.  At  3  sent  off  a  boat  and  brought  off  several  of  the  crew. 
From  4  to  8  a.  m. :  Gunboats  shelling  the  woods  occasionally  off  Flag- 
Pond  battery.  At  7: 30  saw  a  heavy  explosion  in  Fort  Fisher.  The 
Eolus ,  Keystone  State ,  and  Quaker  City  arrived  with  coal  schooners  in 
tow.  The  Vanderbilt  proceeded  to  sea.  From  8  to  meridian:  The  Iosco 
engaged  in  dragging  the  channel.  At  12 : 20  p.  m.  the  monitor  Mahopac 
got  underway.  At  1:10  the  Osceola  and  Kansas  passed  up  the  channel 
by  Fort  Fisher.  At  1 : 20  the  Neiv  Ironsides  got  underway,  also  the 
Wabash  and  Minnesota ,  and  steamed  up  the  coast  and  anchored.  At 
1 : 45  the  Tacony  and  Sassacus  steamed  into  the  river.  At  2 : 30  sent  the 
bodies  of  Lieutenants  Porter  and  Preston  to  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  for 
conveyance  Forth,  by  Admiral  Porter’s  [order.]  A  number  of  men  came 
off  from  shore.  At  3  p.  m.  the  Santiago  de  Cuba  sailed  for  Hampton 
Roads.  Major-General  Terry  visited  the  admiral.  At  4 : 30  the  Rhode 
Island  got  underway  and  went  to  sea.  At  4:45  the  army  steamer 
S.  R.  Spaulding  arrived  from  the  Forth  with  Secretarv  Stanton  on 
board;  fired  a  salute  of  17  guns.  From  6  to  8  p.  m. :  Received  1  rebel 
prisoner  on  board,  Byron  Jeffers.  At  8:30  Admiral  Porter  returned 
on  board. 

January  17. — At  1  a.  m.  a  large  fire  was  seen  in  the  direction  of  Fort 
Caswell,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  At  1:20  a  heavy  explosion 
took  place,  undoubtedly  the  magazine  at  Fort  Caswell.  At  2:10 
another  explosion  of  shell  and  discharge  of  guns.  Acting  Master 
J.  A.  Hamilton  in  command. 
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January  18.— At  9:25  a.  m.  came  to  anchor  off  Battery  Buchanan. 

January  19. — At  10  a.  m.  got  underway  and  steamed  up  to  Smith- 
ville.  At  11  anchored  off  the  town.  At  12:25  p.  m.  Bear- Admiral 
D.  D.  Porter  left  the  ship  and  went  inshore  to  Smithville.  At  3  the 
admiral  returned  to  the  ship.  At  4  Major-General  Terry  came  on 
board;  left  at  6:30. 

January  20. — At  2  a.  m.  the  Confederate  prize  steamer  Stag  came  in; 
sent  an  officer  on  board  to  take  charge  of  her.  At  2:30  the  English 
prize  steamer  Charlotte  came  in  and  an  officer  was  sent  on  board  to  take 
charge  of  her.  At  7:10  p.  m.  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report  of  a 
very  heavy  explosion,  followed  by  four  smaller  ones. 

January  22. — At  2  a.  m.  some  extraordinary  flashing  of  lights  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Caswell.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  the  Pequot  engaged 
in  shelling  the  woods  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Cape  Fear  River. 

January  23. — At  12:15  p.  m.  fired  several  shells  at  Reeves’  Point 
Battery. 

January  27. — Acting  Ensign  W.  C.  Wise  in  command. 

January  28. — Lying  at  anchor  in  Cape  Fear  River.  At  6:25  p.m. 
Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  staff  and  Commodore  Rodgers  came  on 
board.  At  10  Lieutenant-General  Grant  and  staff  left  this  ship  to  join 
their  vessel;  also  Major-General  Terry  and  staff.  Commodore  Rodgers 
remained  on  board. 

January  29. — At  1:30  p.m.  the  Jjenapee  got  underway  and  steamed 
up  the  river  a  short  distance.  Rear-Admiral  Porter  and  Fleet  Captain 
Breese  on  shore,  accompanied  by  Commodore  Rodgers  and  General 
Barnard.  At  4:45  p.m.  Rear-Admiral  Porter,  Major-General  Scho¬ 
field,  Commodore  Kodgers,  and  Fleet  Captain  Breese  returned  on  board. 
At  5 : 50  artillery  firing  heard  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river  toward 
Wilmington. 

January  30. — At  12 :  45  p.  m.  got  underway  and  proceeded  up  the 
river.  At  1 :  30  came  to  anchor.  At  2 :  45  the  Montaulc  fired  several 
shots  at  Fort  Anderson. 

January  31. — At  10:30  a.  m.  the  army  steamer  C.  W.  Thomas  came 
within  hail.  At  10 : 45  Major-General  Barnard  and  Commodore  Rodgers 
went  on  board  and  proceeded  to  Smithville.  Firing  heard  to  the  north¬ 
ward  and  eastward  during  the  watch.  From  meridian  to  4  p.  m.  artil¬ 
leryfiring  heard  occasionally  during  the  watch  in  a  jST.  E.  direction.  At 
6 : 15  Commodore  Rodgers  and  Major-General  Barnard  left  the  ship  to 
take  passage  north. 

February  1. — At  2  p.  m.  heavy  firing  heard  to  the  northward  and 
eastward.  At  2 : 30  the  Shawmut  commenced  firing  at  the  rebels  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  river. 


CONFEDERATE  REPORTS  AND  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Extract  from  the  official  diary  of  Colonel  Lamb ,  C.  S.  Army ,  commandiny 
the  defenses  of  Federal  Point,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Fisher. 

October  28, 1864. — Four  blockaders  off,  a  very  small  number  for  dark 
nights.  Met  Major-General  Whiting  at  Sugar  Loaf  and  rode  over  the 
ridge  and  showed  Captain  Hawks’s  line  of  defense  to  be  thrown  up  for 
infantry.  General  Whiting,  General  Hebert,  and  Commodore  Pinkney, 
with  others,  dined  with  me  to-day.  Mounted  an  Vlll-inch  columbiad 
on  sea  face.  Lieutenant  Bradford,  of  C.  S.  Navy,  who  is  to  command 
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Battery  Buchanan,  was  here  to-day.  Be  was  executive  officer  on  iron¬ 
clad  Tennessee,  recently  captured  at  Mobile.  Received  a  kind  letter 
from  the  eighteen  survivors  of  my  old  company,  Woodis  Rides,  from 
near  Petersburg.  Parker  resumed  his  place  as  adjutant  to-day. 

October  29. — Only  three  blockaders  off  in  the  morning,  four  at  night. 
Received  two  X-incli  columbiads  from  Wilmington,  with  ammunition. 
Sold  £060  for  $2,950  in  gold.  C.  S.  S.  ChicTcamauga,  Lieutenant  Wilkin¬ 
son  commanding,  went  out  at  main  bar  last  night. 

October  30. — Four  blockaders  off.  Suspended  work  to-day.  Five 
blockaders  reported  off  at  night. 

October  31. — Steamer  Beatrice,  Randle,  came  in  just  after  midnight 
quietly  from  Nassau,  Sylvester  Burroughs,  jr.,  pilot.  She  brought  me 
twenty  120-pounder  Whitworth  shell  and  a  letter  from  Lafitte.  Beatrice 
had  no  signal  officer.  Steamer  Little  Hattie,  Libby,  came  iu  just  after 
Beatrice,  from  Bermuda.  Mustered  Companies  A,  0,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  and 
I  of  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment  to  day.  Received  carriages, 
etc.^  for  two  X-incli  guns.  From  five  to  six  blockaders  off  to-day. 

November  1. — Steamer  Annie,  Ronnop,  for  Nassau,  went  out  early  last 
night,  having  crossed  the  Rip  in  tlie  morning.  She  was  heavily  fired 
upon  by  the  enemy  close  to  the  bar.  Fired  three  shots  to  confuse  enemy. 
The  quarantine  regulations  cease  from  to  day.  Rode  to  Wilmington 
to  day  on  gray  horse;  left  at  9,  arrived  11:45.  Quickest  trip  I  ever 
made  by  laud.  Bought  10  yards  flannel,  $10  iu  specie.  Heard  in  Wil¬ 
mington  that  Annie  was  captured  last  night  and  was  seen  oft'  Fort 
Fisher  to  day.  Marshall,  Beach  &  Co.  say  they  sent  out  5  bales  in 
Helen  for  Whitworth  guns.  General  Whiting  sent  for  me;  he  wishes 
an  advanced  work  built  at  Battery  Gatlin  to  prevent  enemy  advancing 
down  the  banks.  Told  him  I  was  unwilling  to  stay  under  Brigadier- 
General  Hebert,  and  that  as  soon  as  alarm  was  over  I  should  try  to  get 
away.  He  said  he  would  not  encourage  it.  Returned  to  Wilmington 
in  steamer  Wells ;  did  not  reach  fort  till  11  p.  m.  Six  blockaders  off 
to-day. 

November  2. — Six  blockaders  off.  Steamer  Lucy,  Beaton,  went  out 
quietly  last  night  for - .  A  heavy  storm  of  wind  and  rain  com¬ 

menced  about  9  a.  m.  and  has  increased  in  violence  toward  night. 
Beatrice,  Randle,  came  down  to  go  out,  but  pilot  was  afraid  to  go  on  the 
Rip  to  set  lights.  Wrote  to  Mr.  Holcombe  about  Mrs.  Greenhow’s 
baggage. 

November  3. — General  Whiting  telegraphed  that  he  would  meet  us  at 
Sugar  Loaf.  Sent  horses,  but  they  did  not  reach  there  in  time.  Storm 
continued,  and  as  the  wires  were  down  and  he  could  not  tell  me  whether 
he  was  coming,  I  did  not  go,  being  rather  unwell  to  be  unnecessarily 
exposed  to  the  weather.  General  Whiting  and  Major  Hill  called  at 
cottage  and  took  lunch  with  me.  He  gave  me  a  rough  plan  for  an 
advanced  work  on  the  site  of  Battery  Gatlin.  When  the  storm  passed 
over  saw  seven  blockaders  and  a  captured  blockade  runner.  I  am  sure 
it  was  the  Lucy,  that  went  out  here  quietly  Tuesday  night.  Steamer 
Beatrice ,  Captain  Randle,  went  out  to-night  about  8  o’clock.  She  was 
fired  at  a  few  times. 

November  4. — Seven  blockaders  and  the  prize  steamer.  Rode  to  Sugar 
Loaf  and  saw  Captain  Hawks  about  advanced  work  at  Old  Camp 
Wyatt.  Steamer  Little  Hattie,  Captain  Libby,  and  Rob  Grissom,  pilot, 
went  out  quietly  to  Nassau.  Wind  S.  W. 

November  5. — Steamer  Blenheim ,  Eustis;  Brinkman,  pilot,  came  in 
from  Nassau.  Received  some  nice  presents  from  the  captain.  The 
vessel  is  drawing  nearly  10  feet  of  water  and  can  not  cross  the  Rip  at 
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Present.  Naval  garrison,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Bradford,  C.  S. 
Navy,  came  down  to-day  and  took  charge  of  Battery  Buchanan. 
Steamer  Agnes  Fry  came  in  at  Caswell  from  Bermuda. 

November 6.— Steamer  Armstrong  came  in  at  Fort  Caswell.  No  move¬ 
ments  at  this  inlet.  General  Hebert  visited  me  and  we  took  a  ride  over 
the  lines  around  Sugar  Loaf  and  the  proposed  site  of  advanced  work  at 
Battery  Gatlin.  He  agrees  with  me  that  a  large  work  can  not  be  put 
on  the  beach.  Steamer  Blenheim  crossed  the  Bip  to-day  and  went  to 
town. 


November  7.— Five  blockaders  off.  Wind  E.  S.  E.  Called  on  Lieu¬ 
tenant  Bradford,  commanding  Battery  Buchanan.  He  wants  more 
quarters  and  does  not  think  his  battery  can  be  fought  at  present.  It 
is  stronger  and  more  heavily  armed  than  Fort  Fisher  was  when  I  took 
command.  Banshee  and  Talisman  came  in  at  main  bar  last  night 
General  Whiting  with  Captain  Strong  came  to  Sugar  Loaf.  I  met 
them.  W  e  rode  to  Battery  Gatlin.  General  agreed  with  me  not  to 
put  the  advanced  work  there,  but  to  have  a  small  fort  on  main  laud. 
He  is  to  have  a  covered  road  to  Battery  Anderson,  where  we  are  to 
have  an  advanced  work;  a  covered  way  will  also  run  parallel  to  beach 
to  redoubt  hill.  A  road  will  be  cut  connecting  the  advanced  work  with 
Sugar  Loaf.  Came  up  to  town  with  General  Whiting.  Arrived  Wil¬ 
mington  10  p.  m. 


vl  ilmington ,  N ovember  8. — Governor  V ance  expected  to  visit  Fort 
fisher  to-day;  a  rain  prevented.  Came  down  river  on  steamer  Equator 
with  Lieutenant  Chapman,  C.  S.  Navy,  who  is  to  relieve  Lieutenant 
Bradford  m  command  of  Battery  Buchanan.  Lieutenant  Chapman 
was  on  the  Sumter  and  commanded  the  Georgia  for  a  while.  Two  car¬ 
nages  and  chassis  for  Xl-ineli  Brooke  guns  sent  down  to-day.  Steamer 
lallahassee  (cruiser)  came  in  last  night  at  this  inlet 

Fort  Fisher  November  9.— General  Vance,  General  Braxton  Bragg, 
and  General  Whiting  visited  Confederate  Point  to-day.  I  met  them 
near  Sugar  Loaf  and  rode  over  the  lines.  Governor  was  very  pleased 
with  my  works.  Went  to  Forts  Caswell,  Campbell,  and  Holmes  with 
general  and  governor  to-day.  Do  not  think  Campbell  as  strong  as 
the  general  does.  Consider  Caswell  in  a  bad  fix.  Fort  Holmes  is  very 
strong,  but  not  near  enough  men .  Returned  to  Fort  Fisher  Six  block 
aders  were  off  this  morning. 

.  November  10.— Five  blockaders  off  at  sunrise.  Fired  at  one  that  was 
m  rather  close,  apparently  without  effect.  Had  thorough  target  prac- 

wnimdfy'  Re^lved  »  dispatch  from  General  Hebert,  statlng^bat 
V  ilmington  would  possibly  be  attacked.  Fort  Fisher  to  be  attacked 
from  the  rear.  At  about  12  o’clock  I  received  the  following  from  Cm? 
™  nffk  “Setoff  Western  Bar,-  do  not  knoVyet  wffittTea^ 
Jackson  with  Ins  entire  force  has  been  ordered  to  Sugar  Loaf 
Colonel  Tausill  to  Masonboro.  Gold  is  worth  ‘>8  for  1 

November  11.— Six  blockaders  off.  General  Hebert  visited  Um-r 
Fisher  to-day.  Dismounted  42-pounder  ride  in  pulpit.  OoloidJ-; 
win  relieves  me  of  the  command  of  Confederate  Point  above  Camp 

and  GatiiU!  XI-i“0h  gun  arrived. 

November  12.— Six  blockaders  off.  Westerly  wind  Laid  off  n«ii 
sades  from  N.  E.  salient  to  the  sea.  General’  Whiting  and  Captain 

inSonTnd  nTad’e  a”cng  at,,Camp  Wyatt>  and  tn 

Anderson  and  made  a  thorough  reconnoissance  of  country  between 

there  and  here;  laid  out  a  redoubt  on  Howard’s  Hill  Named  the  hill 

this  side  (south)  of  Camp  Wyatt  Hospital,  Singieion”  SmVuarned 
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swamp  in  rear  of  Battery  Anderson,  Anderson  Swamp.  Swamp  in 
rear  ot  Camp  Wyatt,  Iverson  Swamp.  General  went  to  Smithville. 

A byember  13. — Generals  Whiting  and  Hebert  came  to  Fisher  about 
sunrise  to  lay  oft  redoubt  on  Howard’s  Hill.  Took  breakfast  with  me. 
General  Hubert  says  his  dispatch  of  the  10th  should  have  read,  “  Firing 
in  fleet,  etc.”  It  might  have  been  a  serious  mistake.  General  Whiting 
and  Captain  Strong  rode  to  town  to-day.  Saw  Captain  Chapman,  Bat¬ 
tery  Buchanan.  He  is  ready  to  exchange  that  Xl-inch  gun  for  X-inch, 
but  it  is  now  too  late  for  the  present. 

November  14.— Four  blockaders  off.  Remounted  X-inch  next  to  pul¬ 
pit.  Messrs.  Power,  Low  &  Co.,  as  agents  of  the  Liverpool  Trading 
Company,  have  presented  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher  with  15  bags  of 
coffee,  5  barrels  of  sugar,  and  1  barrel  of  whisky.  Fired  at  a  block ader 
rather  close  in  to-night,  and  think  we  struck  her.  A  6-pounder  Whit¬ 
worth  bolt  got  jammed  in  the  gun,  but  was  extracted. 

November  15. — Five  blockaders  off.  Light  northwester  early;  came 
round  later  to  southward  and  westward.  General  Hebert  visted  Fisher 
and  laid  out  redoubt  on  Howard’s  Hill,  after  a  plan  of  mine.  He  and 
Colonel  Jackson  dined  with  me  to  day.  Paid  Parker  $480  for  rope 
purchased  for  wrecking  Lynx.  Received  letter  from  Tom  Miller  in 
regard  to  his  steamer  Black  River ;  he  promised  to  run  his  schooners 
with  wood  again. 

November  16. — Four  blockaders  off.  To-day  has  been  set  apart  by 
the  President  for  fasting  and  prayer  thoughout  the  South.  Work  gen¬ 
erally  suspended  at  this  post.  Attended  service  by  Mr.  McKinnon. 
Subterra  batteries  were  put  down  in  front  of  X.  E.  angle  of  fort;  one 
section  of  four  tanks  was  buried. 

November  17.— Only  three  blockaders  visible  to-day.  Started  work 
on  the  redoubt  on  Howard’s  Hill.  General  Whiting,  Major  Hill,  Captain 
Hewett,  of  Condor ,  stopped  at  Battery  Buchanan  this  afternoon. 

November  18. — Three  blockaders  and  the  tug  off.  Misty  and  rainy. 
X-iuch  columbiad  mounted  on  pulpit. 

November  19.  —  C.  S.  S.  Chickamauga ,  Commander  Wilkinson,  came 
off  the  bar  before  daylight  and  had  to  wait  for  tide.  At  daylight  four 
blockaders  off.  They  came  in  toward  Chickamauga  and  opened  on  her. 
She  replied  and  a  spirited  engagement  took  place.  The  fort  joined  in. 
The  Chickamauga  came  over  bar  about  8  o’clock  untouched.  Damage 
to  enemy,  if  any,  unknown.  They  threw  a  number  of  shot  and  shell 
on  shore  between  the  fort  and  my  cottage.  Visited  Captain  Wilkinson. 
He  stopped  and  coaled  at  Bermuda.  A  number  of  his  crew  deserted 
there.  He  destroyed  several  fine  vessels  and  some  smaller  ones. 

November  20. — Rainy  morning.  Seven  blockaders  reported  during 
the  day.  Carried  flat  load  of  Xl-inch  ammunition  to  Battery  Buchanan. 
Visited  steamer  Banshee.  Wrote  to  J.  B.  Lafitte,  esq.,  Nassau,  asking 
him  to  send  my  guns  in  by  Banshee  and  Agnes  C.  Fry  or  some  other 
fine  steamers.  Recei  ved  dispatches  stating  that  troops  had  sailed  south 
two  days  ago.  Where  from,  not  stated.  Supposed  for  this  port.  Re¬ 
ceived  General  Orders  No.  1,  from  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  dated  17th,  in 
which  General  Baxton  Bragg  assumes  command  of  Departmentof  North 
Carolina.  Banshee ,  Captain  Steele,  Hill,  pilot,  sailed  early  to-night  for 
Nassau.  One  gun  fired  at  her.  Nine  blockaders  reported  off  at  sunset./ 

November  21. — Six  blockaders  off.  Wind  N.  E.  Ugly  weather  all 
day.  Ordered  Captain  Daniel  Reed  to  resume  work  on  Quartermaster’s 
wharf. 

November  22. — Turned  over  to  Mr.  William  A.  Wright  money  and 
property  of  Mrs.  Rose  O.  Greeuhow,  deceased.  About  9  o’clock  an 
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order  came  for  five  companies  of  the  Thirty-sixth  and  five  companies 
of  the  Fortieth  to  go  to  Augusta,  Ga.  Ordered  companies  A,  C,~D,  G, 
and  I,  under  Major  Stevenson.  I  wished  to  go  myself,  but  Generals 
Whiting  and  Hebert  would  not  agree  to  it.  Sherman  has  occupied 
Milledgeville  and  is  advancing  toward  Savannah,  it  is  supposed.  Visited 
General  Whiting  at  3  a.  in.  He  was  on  board  steamer  Cape  Fear ,  ashore 
on  Drum  Shoal.  Did  not  retire  to  bed. 

November  23. — Last  night  was  the  coldest  I  have  experienced  in  some 
time.  Ice  formed  in  bucket  in  Dr.  Singleton’s  bouse  iu  room  with  fire. 
Six  blockaders  off  at  sunrise.  At  10:45  a.  m.  steamer  Little  Hattie , 
Captain  Libby,  arrived  from  Nassau,  having  been  chased  from  north¬ 
ward  very  closely  by  a  blockader.  The  fleet  of  ten  vessels  did  not 
observe  her  until  too  late  to  cut  her  off.  Eleven  blockaders  off  here  at 
noon.  Sixteen  oft  Fort  Caswell.  This  is  a  larger  blockading  fleet  than  I 
have  ever  known  off  the  Cape  Fear.  Received  a  letter  from  J.  B.  La- 
fitte,  esq.,  Nassau,  who  shipped  one  of  my  Whitworth’s  in  Colonel  Lamb; 
the  Banshee  is  to  bring  the  other.  Hebert  returned  to  Smithville. 
Visited  Battery  Buchanan.  Battalion  left  at  11  for  Wilmington.  Co¬ 
quette  has  arrived  safely  in  Nassau  from  Charleston. 

November  24.— Awoke  at  5  by  firing  from  the  fort.  Fort  was  firing 
at  a  tug  near  the  bar.  Burst  a  shell  over  her.  Eight  blockaders  off  at 
daybreak. 


church.  Lieutenant 
a  work  on  ordnance 
to  the  outside  of  the 

Lieutenant  Benton, 
Two 


. November  25.— Awoke  at  12:30  a.  m.  by  firing  from  Battery  Hollancf. 
Five  blockaders  off  at  sunrise.  Seven  off  at  noon,  including  a  steam 
sloop  of  war  of  the  Dacotah  class.  General  Whiting  visited  the  post 
and  dined  with  me.  General  Gwynn  was  with  him.  He  thought  Fort 
Fisher  the  strongest  post  on  the  river.  Received  dispatch  from  Major 
Stevenson  that  the  battalion  had  arrived  at  Kingsville,  S.  C.,  to  day. 

November  26. — Nine  blockaders  off.  XI  inch  gun  mounted  in  Battery 
Buchanan.  Steamer  Little  Hattie ,  Libby,  Grissom,  pilot,  went  out  at 
7  p.  m.  to  Nassau.  Ten  blockaders  off  at  noon,  including  a  steam  sloop 
of  war  of  the  Dacotah  class  and  two  small  tugs. 
i  November  27.— Ten  blockaders  off.  Attended 
Cainm,  C.  S.  Navy,  Battery  Buchanan,  gave  me 
instructions.  Moved  large  part  of  the  negroes 
garrison  so  that  they  could  obtain  wood. 

N ovember  23.— Foggy  morning.  Blockaders  off.  ^ 

with  some  30  detailed  men,  left  to  join  the  companies  in  Georgia 
guns  heard  and  rockets  seen  to  sea  about  8  p.  m. 

November  29.- Steamer  Emma  Henry ,  Captain  E.  C.  Reid,  came  in 
about  5:30  a.  m.  from  Bermuda  without  pilot  or  signal  operator  The 
second  X Finch  gun  was  mounted  in  Battery  Buchanan  to-day.  Cap¬ 
tain  May,  of  the  Night  Hawk ,  visited  the  post  to-day  to  look  after  some 
rigging,  etc.,  from  steamer.  Steamer  Vulture,  Captain  Green,  W  J 
Grissom,  pilot,  Goetckius,  signal  operator,  came  in  to-night,  between  9 
and  10  p  m.  from  Bermuda.  Drove  enemy  from  the  bar  at  9  p.  m 
November  30.—. Misty  morning.  Seven  blockaders  visible.  Steamer 
Colonel  Lamb,  Captain  Tom  Lockwood,  came  in  at  main  bar  last  night. 
General  Hebert  visited  fort  and  took  dinner  with  me.  8 

December  1.— Steamer  Wild  Rover,  Captain  Stuart,  Thomas  W.  New¬ 
ton,  pilot,  Richardson,  operator,  came  in  from  Nassau  about  1  o’clock. 

?UD(1  m8  lt,'>  •  Asso,i'ted  cargo  for  Government  steamer  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Captain  Moore,  Price,  pilot,  operator  came  in  from  Bermuda  at 
.to  a.  in.  Wild  Rover  brought  some  Whitworth  ammunition.  Six 
blockaders  off.  Went  to  Wilmington  on  Wild  Rover.  Visited  the 
Colonel  Lamb,  and  at  lunch  was  toasted,  and  responded.  There  was  a 
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select  gathering  of  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Returned  to  fort.  Firing 
soon  after  I  arrived.  Two  shots  exploded  near  the  cottage,  or  appeared  to. 

December  2. — Steamer  Oivl,  Captain  Dunnington,  Pilot  Thomas  Bur¬ 
roughs,  Signal  Operator  Culpeper,  from  Nassau,  Sunday,  November  27, 
came  in  at  4  o’clock  a.  m.  with  cargo  of  merchandise  for  Government. 
Five  blockaders  off. 

December  3. — Blockaders  oft'  to  windward.  Practiced  with  Armstrong 
150  pounder  ride,  with  30  pounds  powder  and  steel  shell.  First  shot 
struck  rearmost  chimney  of  Condor;  second  struck  her  forward  smoke¬ 
stack;  third  shot,  at  3  o’clock,  struck  wreck  of  blockader.  Colonel 
Smead,  inspector  of  heavy  artillery,  visited  the  fort  on  an  inspection 
tour.  Captain  Reid  started  out  in  the  Emma  Henry  to-night,  but  found 
several  vessels  on  the  bar  and  came  back.  We  shelled  the  bar  furiously 
for  a  short  time,  but  did  not  effect  anything,  as  far  as  we  could  see. 
Captain  Chapman,  of  Battery  Buchanan,  played  a  jokeon  Major  Venable 
and  Mr.  Bowers  which  might  have  been  serious.  He  had  them  waylaid 
on  their  way  to  his  battery  by  a  party  who  pretended  they  were  Cush¬ 
ing  and  party.  An  alarm  was  made,  long  roll  beat,  etc. 

December  4. — Hama,  Captain  Murray,  came  in  from  Nassau  about 
daybreak.  We  received  a  lot  of  toys,  etc.,  sent  by  Captain  Hewett,  of 
the  Condor.  Wild  Rover  came  down  to  go  out. 

December  5. — No  steamer  went  out  last  night.  Steamer  Stay ,  Captain 
Burroughs,  came  in  from  Bermuda.  Mr.  Root,  of  the  hi  m  of  Marshall, 
Beach  &  Root,  who  is  on  his  way  to  England  in  steamer  Wild  Rover , 
called  on  me  and  had  a  conversation  in  regard  to  having  a  tug  stationed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  to  assist  blockade  runners. 

December  6. — No  movements  of  steamers  in  or  out. 

December  7. — Steamer  Stormy  Petrel,  Captain  Donaly,  Sellers,  pilot, 
Langham,  operator,  in  trying  to  come  in  this  morning  grounded  well  out 
on  south  breakers.  At  7  a.  m.  six  blockaders  opened  heavy  bombard¬ 
ment,  throwing  a  number  of  shells  into  the  fort,  but  apparently  not 
hitting  the  steamer.  Fort  responded  warmly,  and  drove  enemy  off'  by 
9  o’clock.  W7ent  out  to  the  fort  and  took  command  during  the  fight. 
Was  exposed  to  rain  that  has  given  me  fresh  cold  and  caused  me  great 
pain. 

December  8. — Steamer  Talisman,  Captain  Knox,  Bell,  pilot,  Lanier, 
operator,  from  Bermuda,  arrived.  Steamer  Wild  Rover,  Captain  Stuart, 
sailed  for  Nassau,  last  night.  Captain  Randle  went  out  as  passenger. 
Steamer  Emma  Henry,  Captain  Reid,  also  went  out  last  night  for  Nas¬ 
sau.  Turner  went  out  as  operator.  Heard  that  Lieutenant  Glassell,  of 
the  Navy,  had  got  the  steam  yacht  Annie  Lockwood  to  carry  to  Charles¬ 
ton.  Power,  Low  &  Co.  sent  down  50  negroes  to  save  cargo  of  Stormy 
Petrel. 

December  9. — A  northeast  gale  came  up  last  night,  and  this  morning 
the  steamer  Stormy  Petrel  was  a  complete  wreck.  Steamer  Blenheim , 
Captain  Eustis,  left  for  Nassau. 

December  10. — Rode  to  the  fort  for  a  short  while  at  noon.  Officers 
and  crew  of  Stormy  Petrel  left  for  Wilmington.  Saw  seven  blockaders 
oft'. 

December  12. — Five  blockaders  off  to-day. 

December  13. — Very  cold.  Visited  Battery  Buchanan  and  saw  some 
practice. 

December  14. — Captain  W.  G.  Green,  of  steamship  Vulture,  sent  me 
a  handsome  Adams  revolver  as  a  present  to  day.  Sent  Sergeant  Mayo 
and  two  boats  to  the  wreck  of  the  Stormy  Petrel  to  get  cloth  for  the 
garrison.  They  succeeded  in  getting  a  full  load  for  the  boats. 
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December  15.— Visited  Battery  Buchanan  and  met  Flag-Officer  Pink¬ 
ney.  Fixed  the  hot-shot  furnace  in  the  columbiad  battery. 

December  16.— Went  to  Wilmington  on  steamer  John  Dawson.  Visited 
Captain  Gayle  on  steamer  Stag.  Heard  that  Sherman  had  reached  the 
coast.  Heard  at  night  that  two  Yankee  boats  lauded  near  Battery 
Anderson,  but  were  driven  off  by  picket. 

December  77.— Bought  two  dozen  eggs  at  $20.  Came  down  the  river 
with  General  Whiting  in  the  Gape  Fear.  The  Long  Tom  rifle  exploded 
in  Battery  Anderson  last  night.  Went  up  to  see  it.  The  carriage  was 
torn  to  pieces  and  the  gun  was  broken  into  over  seven  large  pieces. 

December  IS.— Talisman,  in  trying  to  get  out,  ran  on  wreck  of  the 
Raleigh.  Received  news  that  a  large  fleet  sailed  from  Fortress  Monroe 
on  Friday  for  Wilmington.  My  command  has  been  extended  to  Sugar 
Loaf.  Captain  Southerland’s  light  battery  has  reported  to  me;  they 
are  the  only  troops  above.  Visited  Sugar  Loaf  and  Battery  Gatlin  and 
gave  instructions  to  prevent  surprise.  Had  consultation  with  com¬ 
manders  of  companies  about  our  defense.  Had  negroes  to  work  after 
the  news  to  day. 

December  19. — Captain  Westfield,  of  South  Carolina  cavalry,  with  a 
detachment,  reported  to  me.  Captain  Bristol  also  reported  with  a  bat¬ 
talion  of  junior  reserves.  Stationed  them  at  Sug'ar  Loaf  and  sent 
orders  for  them  in  case  of  attack,  etc.  Visited  Battery  Buchanan 
Tahsman  got  off  promptly  Saturday  night,  but  went  to  town  to-dav 
leaking  badly.  J 


December  20.— Awoke  this  morning  shortly  after  day  and  was  informed 
that  the  enemy’s  fleet  were  off  the  fort.  Went  out  and  saw  five  block- 
aclers  at  the  anchorage,  and  twenty-five  vessels,  including  several 
nigates,  farther  out,  nearly  all  hull  down.  Got  everything  in  readiness 
tor  a  light.  Expected  the  fleet  in  at  high  tide  at  noon  and  cleared  for 
action  Fleet  remained  quiet  all  day.  A  stiff  northeaster  prevailed 
and  I  think  interfered  with  their  operations.  General  Whiting,  Colonel 
iansdl,  and  Captain  Strong  visited  point.  General  rode  round  the 
works  and  gave  directions  and  left  for  town  about  4  p.  m.  Sent  all  the 
slaves  off  to-day. 

December  21. — A  strong  northeast  wind  prevailed  nearly  all  night 
At  sunrise  discovered  the  fleet  apparently  unchanged  at  its  anchorage' 
Sent  two  boats  with  household  articles  to  Orton.  About  9  o’clock  a 
strong  southwest  wind  spruug  up,  which  has  increased  in  strength  as 
the  day  advanced.  There  appears  to  have  been  no  change  in  the  fleet 
during  the  day.  A  detachment  of  3  officers  and  25  sailors  reported  to 
me  to-day.  I  have  assigned  the  two  7-inch  Brooke  guns  to  them,  which 
I  have  mounted  temporarily  in  columbiad  battery.  I  am  making  everv 
preparation  to  receive  the  enemy.  °  ^ 

December  22.- Could  see  only  ten  vessels  off  to-day.  It  was  windy 
all  iast  night.  General  Hubert  visited  me  to-day;  he  is  very  blul 
Officer  of  the  guard  reported  about  eighteen  vessels  at  noon/  Pilot 
reported  twenty-three  vessels  off.  Everything  hard  at  work. 

1 1  or  December  23-27,  see  first  attack  on  Fort  Fisher  1 

December  2S.-^t  oi  the  fleet  have  left.  We  have  been  hard  at 
work  all  day  repairing  damages.  Banshee  and  Wild  Rover  arrived  this 
morning  from  Nassau.  Little  Hattie  sailed  this  morning  for  Nassau 

December  29.— Governor  Vance  visited  Fort  Fisher.  All  quiet  to-dav 

*ZemtT  o0rW;?te  2fficial  report  of  the  bombardment  of  Fort 
risher,  December  -A  and  2o.  Dated  it  December  27,  the  day  of  the 
retreat  of  the  land  forces.  All  quiet  to-day.  ^  Ue 
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December  31. — Colonel  Graham’s  Twenty-first  South  Carolina  Regi¬ 
ment  left  for  Sugar  Loaf.  Sent  General  Whiting  my  official  report 
before  day  this  morning.  Received  two  12-pounder  Whitworths,  wliich 
came  from  Nassau  on  steamer  Banshee.  Four  carriages  for  guns  arrived. 

January  1 ,  1865. — Visited  Orton  and  took  dinner  with  my  wife  and 
little  ones.  Returned  to  Fort  Fisher  at  night.  Received  an  extract 
from  Major-General  Whiting’s  report  highly  complimentary  and  grat¬ 
ifying. 

January  2. — Battalion  of  the  Thirty-sixth  North  Carolina  Regiment 
returned  from  Georgia.  General  Hebert  visited  me  this  morning.  At 
11.45  my  ordnance  sergeant,  Montgomery  Long,  was  instantly  killed 
by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  through  accident.  He  was  the  most  useful 
officer  I  had.  A  negro  teamster  was  killed  at  the  same  time.  General 
Whiting  visited  the  fort  and  rode  from  Battery  Anderson  to  the  fort, 
inspecting  the  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy.  A  number  of  gentlemen 
visited  the  fort  with  him.  Vizittelli,  of  London  Illustrated  News, 
remained  overnight  with  me. 

January  3. — Hard  at  work  all  day.  Nothing  of  particular  interest 
occurred.  Heard  that  enemy  acknowledged  a  defeat  here.  Steamer 
Hawk ,  Captain  May,  went  out  to-night. 

January  4. — Ladies’  Soldiers  Aid  Society  visited  fort.  General 
Bragg  and  quite  a  number  of  citizens  accompanied  them.  Mounted 
a  32-pounder  on  land  face  to-day. 

January  5. — Had  thanksgiving  services  in  the  fort.  General  Hebert 
visited  the  post.  Laid  off  a  new  face  to  Battery  Buchanan.  Mounted 
a  24-pounder. 

January  6. — A  7-inch  Brooke  and  a  6.4  inch  Brooke  arrived  from 
town. 

January  7. — Lieutenant  Gwynn,  engineer  officer,  reported  to  me 
to-day.  One  VUI-incli  columbiad  mounted  to-day  on  right  of  colum- 
biad  battery. 

January  8. — Heard  that  Porter’s  fleet  had  returned  to  Beaufort. 
Saw  Porter’s  report.  It  is  full  of  falsehoods.  Mr.  Palmer  left  for 
Wilmington  to-day.  Sent  battle  flag  from  the  Mound  to  Governor 
Vance  by  him.  Four  blockaders  off. 

January  9. — Received  a  load  of  palisades  to-day;  also  four  VUI-inch 
carriages,  etc.,  from  town,  with  a  load  of  lumber. 

January  10. — Misty,  foggy  morning.  An  VIH-inch  columbiad 
mounted  in  columbiad  battery  to-day.  Wrote  accounts  of  services  of 
Whitworth  gun  to  Major  Hill. 

January  11. — Three  blockaders  off.  Wind  N.  W.  Major  Strange,  of 
General  Bragg’s  staff,  and  Captain  James,  chief  engineer,  visited  post 
to-day  to  inspect  condition  of  negroes.  They  dined  with  me.  Captain 
Dean  reported  with  a  detachment  of  Second  South  Carolina  Cavalry. 
They  will  picket  the  beach  between  the  fort  and  Gatlin.  Order  received 
breaking  up  Faison’s  scouts. 

[For  January  12, 13,  see  second  attack  on,  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.] 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy ,  to  General  Lee ,  C.  S.  Army, 
requesting  action  in  view  of  the  inefficient  state  of  Battery  Wood. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  October  28,  1864. 
General:  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read,  C.  S.  Navy,  with  a  party  of  offi¬ 
cers  and  45  seamen,  has  taken  charge  of  Battery  Wood. 
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Lieutenant  Read,  in  Lis  report  of  the  condition  of  his  battery,  says: 

'this  battery  at  present  is  in  a  very  inefficient  state.  The  magazines  are  covered 
very  thinly  with  loose  earth.  The  magazine  doors  face  in  the  direction  of  the 
enemy’s  battery  on  Signal  Hill;  the  ditches  around  the  rear  of  the  guns  are  so  cut 
that  water  will  run  into  the  magazine. 

I  would  respectfully  request  that  you  will  take  such  action  as  to  you 
may  seem  proper  in  relation  to  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Read. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag -Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia ,  Headquarters. 


Letter J rom  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Brigadier-General  Rains , 
C.  S.  Army,  requesting  assistance  in  placing  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  October  29,  1864. 

General:  I  will  be  ready  for  placing  the  torpedoes  or  grenades 
to-morrow  (Sunday)  afternoon,  and  will  thank  you  for  a  supply,  with 
the  assistance  of  an  adept.  He  can  come  down  in  the  Shrapnel,  which 
leaves  Rocketts  at  3  o’clock  p.  m. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

General  Rains,  C.  S.  Army, 

Richmond,  Va. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Webb,  C.  S. 
Navy,  to  furnish  a  force  for  laying  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  October  29,  1864. 
Sir:  Be  pleased  to  furnish  Lieutenant  B.  Kennon  with  the  men 
necessary  to  lay  torpedoes  when  he  is  ready  to  do  so.  The  most  reliable 
men  should  be  sent. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Commander  Wm.  A.  Webb,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Richmond. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Foreman  C.  S 
JSavy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Hampton. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  October  29,  1864. 

T  on\vYon  yin /o^witli  temporarily  relieve  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  S.  Maury  m  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Hampton,  who  has 
been  sent  to  the  hospital. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

T .  ,  ,  T  Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Ivey  Foreman, 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Pickett, 

C.  S.  Army,  requesting  a  force  for  the  protection  of  boom  in  Devil’s 

Beach,  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  October  30,  1864. 

General:  I  have  placed  a  boom  across  the  river  in  Devil’s  Reach, 
below  Bishop’s  Bluff,  to  operate  as  a  check  against  the  enemy’s  boat 
expeditions  or  light  steamers.  At  night  our  pickets  and  gunboats  go 
down  to  the  boom,  but  they  do  not  remain  there  during  the  day. 

I  should  be  glad,  if  in  your  power,  to  see  stationed  at  the  end  of  the 
boom  on  the  south  shore  a.  fieldpiece  and  sufficient  force  to  protect  it 
from  the  enemy,  particularly  during  the  day. 

This  boom,  or  raft,  will  enable  our  ironclads  to  move  down  to  it  with 
greater  security  should  they  be  required  to  cooperate  with  your  forces 
against  any  movement  of  the  enemy  through  Dutch  Gap,  or  across  the 
river  at  Cox’s  Landing. 

If  the  protection  asked  for  can  be  afforded  it  will,  I  have  no  doubt, 
prove  materially  to  our  advantage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters ,  Chesterfield. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Pickett, 
C.  S.  Army,  regarding  the  relief  of  picket  guard. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  1,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication*  of  the  31st  ultimo,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  the  boom 
having  broken  loose  from  the  north  shore  has  been  brought  up  the 
river  for  alteration.  Should  it  be  replaced,  due  notice  will  be  given; 
in  the  meantime  the  picket  guard  ordered  by  you  has  been  notified  that 
it  will  not  be  needed  at  the  point  to  guard  the  boom. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major- General  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters ,  Chesterfield. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  armament  of 
Battery  Wood  and  the  complement  of  Battery  Brooke. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  31st  ultimo,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  armament  of  Battery  Wood  consists  of  1  7-inch  Gorgas  rifle,  2 
X-inch  army  columbiads,  and  that  I  sent  45  men  to  the  battery,  which 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Read  informed  me  was  sufficient. 


Not  found. 
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All  the  batteries  have  as  many  men  as  have  been  asked  for  by  their 
respective  commanding  officers,  although  Battery  Brooke  yet  lacks 
6  ot  the  number  (GO)  established  by  your  order  as  the  complement. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag- Officer  Janies  Fiver  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and '  Detail ,  C.  S.  Navy  Department. 


Detailed  report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  general 

affairs  of  his  command. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  Fiver  Squadron ,  November  1,  1864. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the  25th  ultimo 
of  your  communication  of  the  24th  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  22d. 

In  reply  to  your  remarks  respecting  the  condition,  etc.,  of  the  gun¬ 
boats,  as  stated  in  my  letter  to  General  Lee,  I  have  to  state  that  the 
gunboats  Beaufort  and  Foanohe  were,  by  the  order  of  the  Officer  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  about  the  1st  of  July  last,  deprived  of  their  officers 
and  crews  tor  manning  the  expedition  under  Commander  Wood,  except 
barely  enough  to  act  as  ship  keepers.  They  have  not  since  been  manned 
so  as  properly  to  handle  their  guns,  except  for  some  temporary  purpose 
by  borrowing  men  from  the  ironclads.  They  have,  however  men 
enough  on  board  to  run  them  as  dispatch  or  mail  boats,  and  their  bat 
tenes  have  been  kept  serviceable. 

In  pursuance  ot  a  direct  and  peremptory  order  of  the  Office  of  Orders 
and  Detail  to  detail  a  gunboat  to  relieve  the  Shrapnel  for  several  davs 
while  she  was  being  repaired,  and  to  relieve  her  thereafter  every  Thurs¬ 
day  m  the  performance  of  the  mail  and  packet  service,  the  Foanohe 
was  assigned  to  the  duty,  which  causes  her  absence  from  my  command 
about  thirty  hours  each  week. 

The  Nansemond’s  gun  carriage  was  reported  to  me  as  being  much  out 
or  order  and  getting  worse  every  time  the  gun  was  used  or  exercised. 

er  commanding  officer,  Gunner  Dowden,  and  a  foreman  gun  carriage 
maker  from  the  Richmond  ordnance  works,  represented  to  me  that  it 
was  important  to  have  it  repaired,  and,  to  have  it  done,  it  was  neces- 
saiy  to  send  the  Nansemond  to  Richmond,  or  to  have  the  workmen  sent 
down  to  do  it,  which  would  have  been  bad  economy,  both  of  time  and 
means,  and  the  vessel,  while  having  her  carriage  repaired  here,  would 
still  have  been  useless  as  a  gunboat.  There  were  alterations  also  much 
needed  to  render  sate  her  magazine,  and  this  was  deemed  a  fitting 
opportunity  to  have  them  made  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  remounted 
her  bow  gun,  which  I  learned  was  nearly  ready  for  her.  Your  sugo-e^ 
tions  as  to  her  crew  were  anticipated  and  every  man  that  was  not 
required  to  run  her  to  Richmond  was  taken  out  of  her  for  service  in 
the  squadron  and  to  man  our  shore  batteries. 

Subsequently  to  the  Nansemond’s  being  sent  to  Richmond,  the 
l)y  ewry  s  gun  carriage  was  disabled  in  the  affair  of  the  22d  by  I  believe 
the  very  first  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  as  she  had  but  one  gun  she  was 
immediately  sent  to  the  city  for  repairs,  and  the  men  loaned  her  from 
other  vessels  to  assist  in  manning  her  gun  have  been  taken  from  her 

Thus  it  is  that  the  Hampton  at  the  time  was  the  only  one  of  the  srun- 
boats  provided  with  officers  and  a  crew  and  in  this  respect  to  be  re- 
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garded  as  serviceable;  and  now  I  am  only  awaiting  the  return  of  the 
Nansemond  and  Drewry  to  send  her  up  to  the  city,  for  the  same  reason 
that  the  Nansemond  was  sent  up  and  to  complete  repairs  commenced  a 
month  ago,  but  which  were  interrupted  by  her  recall  to  the  squadron 
for  pressing  service.  By  the  opportune  arrival  of  officers  and  men  for 
the  squadron  the  gunboats  Beaufort  and  Roanoke  have,  though  not 
efficiently  manned,  been  rendered  available  for  picket  or  patrol  service, 
which  is  required  nightly  as  low  down  as  the  Devil’s  Reach,  below 
Bishop’s  Bluff. 

Whenever  vessels  have  been  sent  up  to  the  city  for  repairs  1  have 
either  advised  the  Department  of  it  myself  directly  or  caused  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  to  communicate  to  it  the  instructions  they  received 
from  me.  From  accident,  in  one  or  two  instances  this  rule  may  have 
been  omitted,  although  one  so  obviously  proper  to  see  that  the  Depart¬ 
ment  Avas  duly  informed. 

All  vessels  and  boats  employed  on  this  service  now  ought  to  be  well 
armed  and  manned,  for  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  river  on  the 
north  side  is  commanded  by  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  that  line  it;  and 
it  is  only  undercover  of  dark  nights  that  they  can  venture  any  distance 
below  Chaffin’s  Bluff'.  Besides,  the  enemy  can  and  probably  will,  with 
his  great  numerical  superiority,  move  some  dark  night  a  large  force  of 
infantry  and  fieldpieces  to  the  bank  of  the  river  to  operate  against  our 
gunboats;  hence  they  should  be  prepared  for  service  to  meet  such  an 
attack.  To  prevent,  if  possible,  torpedoes  being  placed  in  the  river,  a 
constant  patrol  by  the  gunboats  will  have  to  be  kept  up,  with  the  aid 
of  rowboats,  which  is  the  only  means  at  my  command  that  promises  to 
be  useful,  but  which  might  be  rendered  more  effective  with  the  addition 
to  this  service  of  three  or  four  of  the  small  torpedo  boats. 

One  of  the  chief  difficulties  to  the  free  movement  of  our  ironclads 
down  the  river  is  the  bar  in  Kingsland  Reach,  which  is  practicable  for 
the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond  only  at  the  ordinary  half  tides,  and, 
according  to  our  pilots,  in  the  winter  the  tides  occasionally  continue  so 
low  as  for  a  week  at  a  time  to  prevent  their  passage  even  at  high  water. 
There  is  great  risk  at  all  times  in  moving  the  ironclads  in  the  river  at 
night,  and  the  recent  grounding  of  the  Virginia  and  Richmond ,  the  lat¬ 
ter  two  nights  successively,  and  escape  from  serious  damage,  admonish 
me  that  the  passage  of  Kingsland  Reach  should  not  be  attempted  on  a 
falling  tide  when  its  practicability  is  at  all  doubtful  by  either  of  these 
two  vessels,  except  upon  an  urgent  immediate  military  necessity.  When 
the  tides  suit,  however,  they  can  take  up  their  positions  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bishop’s  Bluff,  and  when  at  other  times  they  do  not  suit  this  service 
can  be  performed  by  the  Fredericksburg  alone. 

At  present  tAvo  gunboats  patrol  the  river  from  Kingsland  Creek  to 
Devil’s  Reach  during  the  night,  dragging  torpedoes  on  their  first  trips 
down  and  last  trips  up. 

Each  ironclad  has  a  rowboat,  with  tAvo  officers  and  her  crew,  to  picket 
most  important  parts  of  the  river,  rowing  guard  in  the  shade  of  the 
south  banks,  where  they  are  screened  in  a  great  degree  from  the  observa¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy,  but  may  the  better  observe  any  movements  he  might 
himself  attempt  on  the  river 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  J ames  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Instructions  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  tb  Lieutenant  Read , 
C.  8.  Navy,  regarding  the  operations  of  the  naval  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  November  2,  1864. 

Sir  :  Yours  #  of  this  date  has  been  received.  As  you  are  fully  aware 
of  the  importance  of  having  your  battery  ready  for  service  at  all  times, 
1  feel  assured  that  all  due  efforts  will  be  made  by  you  for  remounting 
the  X-inch  temporarily  disabled. 

Our  naval  batteries  will  open  upon  any  of  those  of  the  enemy  that 
may  fire  upon  our  squadron  whenever  it  can  be  returned  with  effect. 
Care  should  be  taken,  however,  not  to  waste  our  ammunition  and  to 
conform  strictly  to  the  instructions  from  the  Office  of  Ordnance  and 
Hydrography  in  regard  to  its  expenditure,  and  particularly  in  the  use 
of  the  different  charges  and  projectiles.  If  you  have  not  been  furnished 
with  those  instructions  you  can  obtain  copies  from  Battery  Semmes. 
The  wishes  of  General  Lee  and  of  the  commanding  general  officer  on 
the  south  side  respecting  the  firing  from  the  river  batteries  should  be 
complied  with  as  far  as  practicable  at  all  times  with  their  means,  and 
whenever  circumstances  will  justify  it.  Any  information  that  the  com¬ 
manding  officers  of  our  batteries  may  obtain  which  may  prove  useful 
to  the  Army  should,  without  delay,  be  communicated  to  the  nearest  or 
proper  commanding  officer  of  our  land  forces.  The  most  cordial  and 
prompt  cooperation  with  the  Army  at  all  times  is  enjoined. 

I  have  approved  your  requisitions  for  clothing  and  directed  Assistant 
Paymaster  Tucker  to  fill  them  up  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  his  duty  to 
see  to  the  transportation  of  provisions,  stores,  etc.,  in  his  department, 
but  you  had  better  make  an  effort  to  obtain  the  wagon  you  ask  for  from 
the  Army,  the  Navy  Department  not  having  any,  and  being,  in  many 
instances,  dependent  on  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  for  having 
its  hauling  done. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  0.  W.  Read, 

Commanding  Battery  Wood. 


Letter  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  complement  of  men  for  vessels  and 
naval  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  I  would  respectfully 
state  that  the  number  of  men  required  to  constitute  the  complements 
ot  the  different  vessels  of  this  squadron  and  of  the  naval  batteries  is  90. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  C.  S.  Navy  Department. 


Not  found. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Brigadier- General  Ste¬ 
vens,  C.  S.  Army,  requesting  information  regarding  proposed  obstruc¬ 
tions. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  Fiver  Squadron,  November  4,  1864. 
General  :  Yesterday  I  was  informed  by  General  Gilmer  that  obstruc¬ 
tions  were  being  prepared  by  you  to  be  placed  in  the  river;  that  he  was 
unable  to  give  me  the  information  I  wished  respecting  them,  and 
referred  me  to  you. 

In  arranging  my  own  plans  for  the  squadron  it  is  important  that  I 
should  know  the  character  of  the  proposed  obstructions,  their  location, 
and  the  time  when  they  will  probably  be  in  position,  and  I  would  there¬ 
fore  respectfully  ask  for  such  information  on  these  points  as  you  may 
feel  at  liberty  to  impart. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  a  frigate’s  chain  cable  which  Pilot  Moore 
informs  me  is  lying  on  one  of  the  pens  in  the  obstructions  at  Drewry’s 
Bluff,  as  it  may  have  escaped  your  notice  and  might  be  rendered  very 
serviceable  in  obstructing  the  river  with  timber. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  W.  II.  Stevens,  0.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  Northern  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail  regarding  deficiencies  of  medical  officers  in  his  com¬ 
mand. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  Fiver  Squadron,  November  4,  1864. 
Sir  :  Assistant  Surgeons  Boxley,  attached  to  Battery  Semrnes,  and 
Goldsborough,  to  the  Fredericksburg,  were  sent  some  time  since  to  the 
naval  hospital,  and  Fleet  Surgeon  Harrison  was  sent  to  it  to-day. 

As  the  return  of  the  above  officers  to  duty  is  uncertain,  and  as  the 
sickness,  both  on  shore  and  afloat,  continues,  it  is  necessary  that  the 
complement  of  medical  officers  be  kept  up,  and  particularly  in  view  of 
casualties  that  may  at  any  moment  result  from  a  collision  with  the 
enemy.  I  therefore  request  that  three  medical  officers  be  at  once 
ordered  to  supply  the  vacancies  named,  either  temporarily  or  other¬ 
wise,  as  the  Bepartment  may  deem  proper. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  C.  S.  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  requesting  a  supply  of  self-acting  tor¬ 
pedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  Fiver  Squadron ,  November  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  placed  booms,  or  a  line  of  logs  chained  together,  at 
Bishop’s  Bluff',  extending  from  the  south  shore  to  within  about  30  feet 
of  the  north  shore. 
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This  gap  of  30  feet  I  propose  to  protect  from  the  passage  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  row  and  small  torpedo  boats  with  self-acting  torpedoes  of  about 
10  pounds  of  powder  each.  A  part  of  this  space  will  be  nearly  or  quite 
bare  at  low  tide  and  at  the  end  of  the  booms  about  3  feet.  The  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide  is  about  4£  feet.  Eight  or  ten  torpedoes  will,  I  think,  be 
sufficient,  and  I  therefore  ask  that  they  may  be  supplied  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Commauder  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Navy  Department. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  November  5,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  operations  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  Aiiril  30,  1864. 

Vesssels  in  Commission. 

James  River ,  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell. 

Virginia ,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  flagship. 

Fredericksburg ,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  T.  R.  Rootes. 
Richmond ,  ironclad  sloop,  4  guns,  Commander  W.  A.  Webb. 

Hampton ,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury. 
Nansemond,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Hays. 

Roanoke ,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Master  W.  F.  Shippey. 

Beaufort ,  steam  gunboat,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  W.  P.  Mason. 

Drewry ,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Wall. 

Patrick  Henry ,  steam  sloop,  4  guns,  Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H. 
Parker,  school-ship  for  midshipmen .- 

Torpedo ,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  Commanding  J.  Pembroke 
Jones,  in  charge  of  submarine  defenses. 


Inland  waters  of  North  Carolina,  under  command  of  Captain  James  W.  Cooke. 

Roanoke  River. — Albemarle,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns,  Lieutenant  Com¬ 
manding  A.  F.  Warley. 

Neuse  River.— Neuse,  ironclad  sloop,  2  guns,  Commander  Joseph  Price. 


Cape  Fear  River  and  Wilmington,  under  command  of  Flag-Officer  R.  F.  Pinkney. 

Yadkin,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun,  Lieutenant  W.  A.  Kerr. 

Equator ,  steam  gunboat,  1  gun. 

Arctic ,  floating  battery,  3  guns,  Lieutenant  C.  B.  Poindexter. 

Squib,  torpedo  boat. 

Vessels  now  in  Pkogress  of  Construction. 

At  Richmond. 

An  ironclad  steamer  has  just  been  launched,  216  feet  in  length,  to 
mount  4  heavy  guns  under  a  short  citadel,  which  is  to  be  plated  with 
an  armor  6  inches  thick. 
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The  engines  and  boilers  for  this  vessel  are  all  in  readiness,  and  of 
the  best  kind;  ana,  from  her  tine  model,  there  is  no  doubt  but  she  will 
prove  an  excellent  vessel,  with  good  speed,  etc. 

Also  on  the  stocks  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  ram,  with  a  short 
citadel  and  one  gun.  This  vessel  is  intended  for  light  draft,  has  4 
propellers,  2  in  each  end,  with  4  engines.  She  is  also  fitted  with  a 
lam  on  both  ends,  and  is  intended  to  move  either  way.  Her  machinery 
is  being  constructed  at  the  naval  works  in  this  place  also. 

There  are  also  under  construction  4  torpedo  boats,  which  are  well 
advanced  in  their  hulls  and  machinery.  Two  of  these  boats  have  been 
recently  completed. 

The  frequent  calls  upon  the  workmen  employed  by  the  Navy  Depart¬ 
ment  to  defend  the  city  against  the  Yankees  have  greatly  retarded  the 
work  for  several  months  past,  and  which  is  still  the  case. 

At  Halifax,  N.  C. 

There  is  on  the  stocks,  and  well  advanced,  one  gunboat  of  light  draft, 
to  be  used  in  the  waters  of  the  sound,  and  to  mount  two  guns  on  pivots. 
The  woodwork  of  this  vessel  will  be  finished  in  two  months.  The 
engines  are  all  in  readiness  at  the  naval  works  in  Richmond,  and  are  of 
sufficient  power  to  insure  great  speed.  They  were  taken  out  of  one  of 
the  Yankee  gunboats  captured  by  Commander  Wood,  C.  S.  Navy,  on 
the  Rappahannock. 


At  Edivards  Ferry,  on  the  Roanoke. 

There  is  on  the  stocks  another  wooden  gunboat  of  light  draft,  and 
ready  for  launching,  to  mount  two  guns,  and  suitable  for  operating 
on  the  Roanoke.  The  engines  for  this  vessel  have  been  provided  for, 
and  are  nearly  ready  to  go  on  board,  and  have  only  been  prevented  by 
the  calling  of  the  workmen  in  Richmond  to  the  field  from  the  naval 
iron  works. 

A  contract  has  also  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Elliott 
to  build  at  the  same  place  an  ironclad  of  light  draft  to  mount  four  guns 
for  use  in  the  Albemarle  Sound,  etc.  The  iron  armor  for  this  vessel 
has  been  provided  for  by  the  purchase  of  railroad  iron  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  to  be  rolled  into  gunboat  iron.  The  boilers  are  in  readiness  at 
Richmond,  and  also  a  part  of  the  machinery. 

At  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

There  is  being  built  rapidly  an  ironclad  steamer  of  fine  model,  226 
feet  in  length,  of  such  draft  of  water  as  will  enable  her  to  go  in  and 
out  of  the  harbor  at  all  times. 

The  machinery  of  this  vessel  is  also  new  and  most  of  it  ready  to  be 
put  in  the  vessel.  It  has  been  built  at  the  naval  works  at  Columbus, 
Ga.,  under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Engineer  J.  H.  Warner,  C.  S.  Navy, 
and  is  of  sufficient  power  to  insure  good  speed.  Great  interest  is  felt 
in  the  completion  of  this  vessel  by  the  Department,  as  it  is  expected 
she  will  greatly  relieve  the  port  of  Wilmington  from  the  blockading 
vessels  now  there. 

####### 

The  James  River  Squadron,  under  Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  has 
been  actively  employed  in  cooperation  with  the  Army,  and  on  the  29th 
of  September  it  had  a  spirited  contest  with  some  of  the  enemy’s  shore 
batteries  on  the  James  River,  silencing  those  upon  Signal  Hill. 
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When  Admiral  Lee,  the  Federal  officer  in  command  of  the  United 
States  naval  forces  in  the  Virginia  waters,  discovered  that  onr  three 
ironclads  were  preparing  to  attack  him  in  June  last,  though  the  force 
under  his  command  was  vastly  superior  to  ours,  he  effectually 
obstructed  the  river  in  Trent’s  Reach  with  sunken  vessels  and  other 
means,  which  obstructions  lie  still  maintains,  and  established  shore  bat¬ 
teries  to  protect  them;  and  behind  these  obstructions  his  ironclads 
have  continued  securely  to  shelter  themselves. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Terrett,  of  the  Marine  Corps,  with  a  body  of 
marines,  commands  Drewry’s  Bluff;  and  at  Mobile,  Wilmington,  and 
the  James  River  parties  of  naval  officers  and  men  command  shore 
batteries. 

The  submarine  battery  and  torpedo  force  organized  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Hunter  Davidson,  has 
proved  efficient,  and  an  increase  of  appropriation  for  this  service  is 
recommended.  The  importance  of  this  weapon  of  defensive  war  is 
becoming  daily  more  evident  as  experience  develops  means  of  sur¬ 
mounting  difficulties  heretofore  regarded  as  insuperable. 

The  enemy’s  ascent  of  James  River  by  a  large  number  of  war  ves¬ 
sels,  expressly  prepared  for  the  enterprise,  in  May  last,  was  materially 
retarded  by,  and  their  final  arrest  was  greatly  due  to,  this  force.  They 
were  compelled  to  scour  the  banks  of  the  river  with  land  parties,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  to  drag  the  river  for  torpedoes,  by  which  their 
progress  was  reduced  to  half  a  mile  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  while 
thus  engaged,  on  the  6th  of  May  last,  their  leading  steam  gunboat,  the 
Commodore  Jones ,  was  blown  into  fragments  by  a  submarine  battery, 
and  their  further  progress  for  the  time  checked.  Lieutenant  J.  Pem¬ 
broke  Jones  has  succeeded  Commander  Davidson,  and  he  embraces 
Wilmington  and  the  James  River  within  the  sphere  of  his  operations. 

The  ironclad  sloop  North  Carolina ,  while  under  the  command  of  Flag- 
Officer  William  F.  Lynch,  became  unserviceable  from  the  destructive 
operations  of  the  sea  worm,  and  has  been  dismantled  and  an  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  case  will  be  made. 

The  President. 


Letter  from  Flag -Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Ordnance  and  hydrography,  requesting  a  supply  of  torpedoes  for  the 
cutters  used  as  pickets. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  6,  1864. 
Sir  :  Each  of  our  ironclads  has  a  cutter  fitted  with  a  torpedo  contain¬ 
ing  about  25  or  30  pounds  of  powder  intended  to  be  used  against  the 
enemy’s  ironclads  or  large  vessels.  The  present  use  of  these  cutters  is 
to  picket  the  river,  and  they  will  not  be  likely  to  encounter  any  craft 
larger  than  a  launch,  and  I  think  a  much  smaller  torpedo — say  with  5 
or  6  pounds  of  powder — would  be  large  enough  for  this  particular 
service.  As  these  cutters  are  moving  about  in  fogs  and  at  night, 
accidents  are  liable  to  occur  among  ourselves,  and  if  the  present  sized 
(30  pounds)  torpedoes  are  used,  serious  damage  might  result  to  us, 
while  with  those  of  about  5  pounds  no  vital  injury  would  ensue  to  any 
of  our  vessels,  but  used  against  small  boats  of  the  enemy  they  would 
be  sufficiently  effective. 

If  you  concur  in  these  views,  will  you  order  a  supply  of  about  8  or 
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10  torpedoes  of  about  5  pounds  each  with  a  simple  socket  to  lit  over 
the  pole1? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  John  M.  Brooke, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Whiting ,  G.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkney , 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  occupa¬ 
tion  of  a  naval  force. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington ,  November  6,  1864. 

Flag-Officer  :  I  think  the  time  has  come  for  your  naval  force  to  . 
occupy,  in  part  at  least,  the  battery  commanding  the  Eastern  Rip, 
which  1  propose  to  turn  over  to  you.  1  beg  that  until  it  is  completed 
entirely  you  will  give  instructions  to  your  officers  and  men  not  to 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  working  parties  engaged  in  finishing  the 
defenses  or  with  their  officers.  In  the  meantime  your  men  can  move, 
use,  and  practice  with  the  three  10-pounder  columbiad  guns,  which  are 
now  mounted,  and  make  such  shift  with  what  quarters  and  conven¬ 
iences  we  have  put  up  as  circumstances  for  the  present  will  admit.  I 
would  much  prefer  to  turn  everything  over  to  you  complete,  but  with 
the  great  pressure  upon  me  now  for  labor  at  so  many  important  points 
I  am  compelled  to  place  first  the  new  battery  in  condition  to  be  fought 
with  effect  and  to  wait  a  while  before  putting  up  all  the  conveniences 
which  you  will  require.  I  trust  your  officers  and  men  will  understand 
and  appreciate  this.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  the  point  they 
will  occupy  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  our  system  of  defense,  and 
must  be  held  at  all  hazards  and  to  the  last  extremity.  I  shall  do  all  in 
my  power  to  make  it  tenable  and  shall  rely  implicitly  on  your  people 
to  fight  it.  I  understand  that  the  enemy  are  covering  their  wooden 
ships  with  chain  armor.  This  is  very  formidable  and  effective  and  may 
enable  many  of  them,  unless  obstructed,  to  pass  the  forts  of  the  army. 
You  will  have  the  defense  of  a  narrow  and  difficult  pass,  and  one  of  the 
last  importance  as  regards  the  harbor.  The  command  will  be  exclu¬ 
sively  naval,  as  much  so  as  if  the  defensive  force  was  in  a  ship  of  war 
at  anchor  off  the  Rip.  I  have  only  to  request  a  general  compliance 
with  standing  regulations.  The  commanding  officer  at  Fort  Fisher 
understands  this  and  is  ready  to  cooperate  and  extend  every  aid  in  his 
power.  It  will  probably  be  necessary,  considering  the  limited  number 
of  men  which  will  be  at  your  disposal,  for  the  land  picket  duty  to  be 
performed  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Fisher. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Comdg.  Confederate  States  Naval  Forces,  North  Carolina,  Present. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  removal  of 
certain  Confederate  States  vessels  to  a  position  of  greater  safety. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  8,  1864. 
Sir  :  Being  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  ironclads  or  other  vessels 
of  the  squadron  anchored  at  night  at  Bishop’s  or  at  other  points  below 
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our  army  picket  line  on  the  north  bank  were  in  constant  danger  of 
being  destroyed  by  the  enemy  with  torpedo  boats  launched  into  the 
river  from  above  as  well  as  below  them,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable 
for  their  security,  until  measures  now  in  progress  for  their  protection 
shall  be  considered  available,  to  keep  them  near  our  lines,  where  they 
have  the  protection  of  booms  I  have  placed  across  the  river  above 
Kingsland  Reach,  which,  though  slight,  will  probably  prove  sufficient 
to  prevent  an  attack  from  such  craft  as  can  be  brought  overland. 

The  ironclads  are  kept  in  constant  readiness,  with  sufficient  steam- 
to  move  them  to  any  point  below,  accessible  to  us,  to  cooperate  with 
the  army  in  opposing  movements  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  the 
moment  a  signal  is  made. 

Gunboats  and  rowboats  are  underway  every  night  patrolling  the 
river  as  low  down  as  the  head  of  Devil’s  Reach  to  prevent  and  report 
operations  or  movements  of  any  kind  by  the  enemy  they  may  discover. 

By  this  arrangement  we  have  a  reasonable  assurance  that  the  iron¬ 
clads,  while  in  a  position  of  comparative  security,  may  at  the  same 
time  exert  an  important  influence  on  the  operations  of  the  enemy, 
ready,  as  they  are,  to  cooperate  with  the  army  when  needed  without 
incurring  the  nightly  hazard  of  being  destroyed  by  torpedoes  if  kept 
at  Bishop’s,  against  which  no  degree  of  vigilance  can  render  them 
secure  in  their  present  condition. 

By  the  end  of  this  week  I  hope  to  have  this  ship,  the  Virginia ,  pro¬ 
tected  from  attack  of  torpedo  boats  according  to  the  plan  submitted  to 
you,  consisting  of  outriggers  and  logs,  with  curtains  attached  to  the 
latter  and  extending  for  20  feet  entirely  around  her,  which,  while 
affording  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  the  desired  protection,  will  not, 
I  think,  interfere  materially  with  her  movements  to  prevent  her  taking 
any  position  desired. 

The  importance  of  small  torpedo  steamers  to  the  squadron  for  night 
picket  service,  especially  during  the  approaching  inclement  weather  of 
winter,  can  not  be  overestimated,  and  in  being  able  to  communicate  at 
night  promptly  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s  movements.  I  would  there¬ 
fore  respectfully  renew  to  the  Department  the  suggestion,  if  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  public  permit,  that  one,  if  not  two,  of  them  be  attached  to 
the  squadron. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  Jaynes  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-0  fleer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  transfer  of  the  launch  of  the  G.  S.  S.  Patrick  Henry. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond ,  Va.,  November  8,  1864. 

Sir:  Your  letter*  of  the  7th  instant  requesting  that  the  launch  of 
the  Patrick  Henry,  now  fitted  with  a  12-pounder  howitzer,  be  turned 
[over]  to  your  command  to  be  used  in  guarding  against  the  use  of  tor¬ 
pedoes  by  the  enemy,  has  been  received. 

Upon  conferring  with  Lieuteuant  Commanding  Parker,  he  informs  me 
that  the  launch  is  required  for  teaching  the  acting  midshipmen  boat 


*  Not  found. 
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and  howitzer  exercise.  Under  these  circumstances  the  Department  is 
constrained  to  decline  to  comply  with  your  request,  and  hopes  that  you 
will  be  able  to  make  other  arrangements  to  accomplish  the  end  in  view. 
The  Torpedo  and  her  launch  will  report  to  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy . 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  James  River. 


Report  of  Major- General  Whiting ,  C.  S.  Army ,  of  the  arrival  of  the 
C.  8.  S.  Tallahassee  in  the  harbor  of  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington ,  November  8 ,  1864. 

General:  I  have  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee 
last  night.  I  can  not  forbear  expressing  the  opinion  that  such  a  cruise 
as  this  can  scarcely  be  a  set-off  to  the  loss  and  damage  already  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  fitting  out  of  this  expedition  and  the  mischief  which  it 
will  bring,  and  I  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  recommend  that 
nothing  more  of  the  kind  be  allowed,  but  that  the  ship  and  crew  may 
be  turned  over  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  the  harbor. 

Yerv  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-General. 


General  Braxton  Bragg, 

Commanding ,  etc.,  Present. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  regarding  the  preparation  of  ironclads  with  defenses  from  torpedo 

attacks. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  November  .9, 1864. 

Sir:  Acting  Constructor  Graves  is  ordered  to  confer  with  you  with 
the  view  of  taking  charge  of  the  work  of  protecting  one  of  the  iron¬ 
clads  from  torpedoes.  This  will  enable  you  to  expedite  the  completion 
of  this  important  work. 

As  Mr.  Graves  built  the  Virginia ,  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  give 
him  the  work  upon  this  vessel  according  to  the  plan  you  deem  best. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 
Commanding  Naval  Forces  James  River. 

[Endorsement.] 

November  10 — 9  a.  m. 

Mr.  Graves  called  on  board  with  an  order  requiring  one  of  the  iron¬ 
clads  to  be  prepared  by  him  with  defenses  from  torpedo  attacks.  I 
assigned  the  Richmond  to  him,  and  told  him  to  submit  his  plan  as 
soon  as  he  had  matured  it.  The  Virginia  and  Fredricksbnrg  are  in 
progress  under  Mr.  Meads,  and  the  work  well  underway. 


J.  K.  M. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Minor,  C.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  the  mounting  of  howitzers  on  ironclads. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  10,  1864. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  9th,  relative  to  howitzers  for  the  squadron,  has 
been  received.  As  you  can  furnish  but  three,  I  should  be  glad  to 
assign  one  to  each  of  the  ironclads,  to  be  mounted  on  that  part  of  the 
shield  which  will  give  the  greatest  range  of  the  horizon;  the  one  for 
this  ship  ought  to  be  mounted  on  the  after  part. 

Passed  Midshipman  [H.  H.]  Scott  has  been  appointed  assistant  ord¬ 
nance  officer  of  the  squadron,  and  will  probably  enter  upon  his  new 
duties  to  day,  if  his  health  permits.  I  will  permit  him,  as  soon  as  he 
comes  on  board,  to  go  to  Richmond  to  see  you,  as  you  have  requested. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  D.  Minor,  Provisional  ISTavy  C.  S., 
Naval  Ordnance  Worhs,  Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Midshipman  Wilson,  C.  S.  Navy,  submitting  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  one  of  the  enemy's  gunboats. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  November  12,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  plan  for  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  oue  of  the  enemy’s  double-ender  gunboats,  now  anchored  below 
the  Yankee  observatory,  which  I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  undertake 
with  one  of  the  torpedo  rowboats  of  this  squadron. 

The  plan  is,  having  selected  a  proper  night  to  take  the  boat  and, 
equipments  necessary  overland  to  Howlett’s  house  (thereby  avoiding 
the  enemy’s  lookouts  at  Signal  Hill  and  Dutch  Gap),  launch  her,  and, 
pulling  cautiously  down  the  middle  of  the  river,  keeping  well  in  the 
channel,  pass  through  the  obstructions;  and  as  I  am  credibly  informed 
they  have  no  picket  boats  at  the  obstructions,  only  a  lookout  on  both 
sides  of  the  river,  I  do  not  anticipate  any  trouble  in  passing  the  shore 
battery,  but  believe  that  we  will  be  able  to  explode  the  torpedo  under 
her.  I  am  confident  that  1  can  get  alongside  without  being  seen,  and 
when  the  work  is  done,  in  the  confusion  and  alarm  which  will  neces¬ 
sarily  result,  run  past  their  battery,  keeping  close  under  the  north 
bank,  and  thus  escape  with  little  or  no  loss  to  my  boat’s  crew. 

I  am  very  certain  that  the  vessel  can  be  destroyed,  and  if  my  boat  is 
captured,  is  not  the  destruction  of  a  large  vessel  a  sufficient  inducement 
for  the  undertaking  of  an  enterprise  for  the  success  of  which  I  cheer¬ 
fully  will  risk  my  own  life? 

I  enclose  you  a  rough  sketch*  of  the  position  and  place  occupied  by 
the  gunboat  and  battery.  The  boat  is,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment, 
about  miles  below  Battery  Dantzler,  and  I  am  confident  that  there 
will  be  no  serious  difficulty  in  getting  alongside. 

Hoping  that  this  will  meet  with  your  approbation  and  consent, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wi.  Francis  Wilson, 

^  Midshipman ,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Not  necessary  to  publish. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant-General 

Ewell,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  the  James 

River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  13,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  obstructions  in  James  River. 

Desirous  of  obtaining  the  same  information  that  you  are  seeking,  I 
addressed  a  communication  on  the  4th  to  General  Stevens  (a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed  for  your  information),  but  as  yet  I  am  without  a  reply, 
and  regret  therefore  that  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  say  more 
than  what  General  Gilmer  told  me  in  Richmond  on  the  3d,  that  obstruc¬ 
tions  were  being  prepared  by  General  Stevens,  of  the  character  of  which 
he  was  unable  to  inform  me,  but  that  he  would  himself  call  upon  General 
Stevens  to  give  me  the  desired  information. 

I  have  had  booms  consisting  of  a  single  line  of  logs  chained  together 
stretched  across  below  our  anchorage  and  near  your  picket  line,  to  pre¬ 
vent  our  vessels  from  a  surprise  by  torpedo  or  other  boat  expeditions 
from  the  enemy,  but  it  is  very  frail  and  could  offer  no  serious  impedi¬ 
ment  to  vessels  of  any  size.  Below  these  booms  our  gunboats  and 
picket  rowboats  patrol  the  river  every  night  as  low  down  as  the  head 
of  Devil’s  Reach,  keeping  constantly  underway;  and  our  ironclads  are 
held  in  readiness  to  move  to  their  assistance  if  attacked,  or  to  cooper¬ 
ate  with  General  Tickett’s  left  in  the  vicinity  of  Bishop’s. 

Every  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  enemy  up  the  river  should  be 
placed  in  it  that  we  can,  for,  with  his  superior  force  and  resources,  he 
will  be  able,  when  he  pleases,  to  concentrate  an  overwhelming  force  to 
meet  any  that  we  will  be  able  to  put  afloat  to  oppose  his  advance. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-General  R.  S.  Ewell, 

Headquarters,  Chaffin’s  Bluff. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office 
of  Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  raising  of  the  schooner  Gallego. 


Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  13,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  shore  batteries  being  separated  from  my 
command,  the  order  to  Surgeon  Galt,  attached  to  Battery  Brooke,  to 
perform  temporarily  the  duties  of  Fleet-Surgeon  Harrison  at  the  naval 
hospital  on  sick  ticket  has  been  revoked,  and  Surgeon  Washington,  of 
the  Fredericksburg,  has  been  ordered  by  me  to  discharge  those  duties 


temporarily.  .  ^  1  , 

I  respectfully  request  that  Boatswain  Nelson,  or  some  other  master 
rigger  be  sent  down  to  attend  to  raising  the  schooner  Gallego ,  lying 
water  ’logged  on  the  south  shore  below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry  s 
Bluff  A  gang  of  laborers  to  aid  him  can  be  furnished  from  the  squadron 
as  required.  We  have  no  suitable  officers  and  rigger’s  gang  to  spare 
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from  the  squadron  for  this  duty,  as  all  we  have  are  indispensable  in  the 
squadron  for  important  work  in  hand  in  fitting  torpedo  defenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Wavy  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  0.  S.  Wavy ,  to  Lieutenant  Ooodwyn ,  C.  S. 
Wavy,  detaching  him  from  Battery  Semmes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  Wovember  13,  1864. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  Battery  Semmes  and  will  report 
to  me  for  duty  in  the  squadron  as  soon  as  you  are  discharged  from  the 
naval  hospital. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  M.  P.  Goodwyn,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Battery  Semmes. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant  Genas,  G.  S. 
Wavy ,  regarding  the  opening  of  fire  from  Batteries  Wood  and  Semmes 
on  Dutch  Gap. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Sqtiadron,  Wovember  13,  1864. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  to  inform  you  that 
the  law  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Navy  apply,  as  far 
as  practicable,  to  the  naval  batteries  on  shore.  As  to  the  particular 
authority  you  require  respecting  summary  courts-martial,  the  words  of 
the  law  authorizing  them  are  precise,  giving  the  authority  to  “the  com¬ 
mander  of  any  vessel  in  the  Navy7’  (see  section  4,  page  70,  Navy  Regis¬ 
ter).  You  command  a  shore  battery,  and  not  a  vessel;  therefore  the 
law  does  not  give  you  the  authority  to  order  summary  courts-martial, 
nor  do  I  know  of  any  authority  in  the  land  other  than  Congress  that  can 
confer  on  you  the  authority  you  desire. 

In  regard  to  opening  fire,  as  you  suggest,  from  Batteries  Wood  and 
Semmes  upon  Dutch  Gap,  you  will  be  pleased  to  be  governed  by  the 
wishes  of  General  Lee  or  General  Pickett  on  the  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  H.  Cenas,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Battery  Semmes. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Wavy,  to  Lieutenant- Colonel  How¬ 
ard,  G.  S.  Army,  regarding  safeguards  adopted  against  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  Wovember  14,  1864. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  this  date  furnishing  me  with  a  copy  of  one  from  Brig- 
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adier-General  G.  W.  0.  Lee,  conveying  information  derived  from  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy  of  his  having  placed  torpedoes  in  the  river 
below  Boulware’s  house,  etc. 

In  anticipation  of  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  our  vessels  with 
torpedoes,  I  have  adopted  safeguards  which  I  hope  will  prove  effective 
in  protecting  them  from  his  designs. 

With  many  thanks  to  General  Ewell  for  the  information  conveyed  by 
his  direction, 

I  remain,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  J.  Howard, 

Commanding  Chaffin’s  Bluff. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Parker ,  C.  S.  Navy,  requesting  the  raising  of  coal 
vessel  and  the  schooner  Gallego. 

Office  Special  Service, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  November  14,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  nearly  every 
canal  boat  and  lighter  used  by  this  Department  in  the  transportation 
of  supplies,  etc.,  to  the  squadron  have  been  sunk  or  so  knocked  to  pieces 
as  to  render  them  useless.  The  boat  loaded  with  coal  aud  sunk  some¬ 
time  since  was  borrowed  of  the  Engineer  Department,  and  we  are  held 
responsible  for  its  safe  return.  They  are  urging  its  return  and  you  would 
greatly”  oblige  me  by  having  it  raised  as  soon  as  possible,  that  we  may 
have  the  necessary  repairs  put  upon  it  before  we  are  again  called  upon 
for  it.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Gallego ,  which,  as  you  are  aware, 
has  been  heretofore  used  by  us  as  a  storeship,  but  is  now  in  the  same 
condition  as  the  boat  before  referred  to,  and  which,  if  possible,  1  should 
also  be  glad  to  have  raised,  as  the  boat  now  being  used  is  [the]  only 
one  left  at  our  command  that  could  be  used  for  similar  purposes,  aud 
should  any  accident  happen  to  it  we  would  be  without  the  necessary 
means  of  transportation. 

Hoping  that  you  will  issue  such  orders  as  will  insure  more  care  and 
prevent  similar  accidents, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  H.  Parker, 

Lieutenant  in  Charge. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Jaynes  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Assistant  Paymaster  Tucker , 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  accounts  of  men  transferred  to  shore  batteries. 

Flagship  Yirginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  15,  1864. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday’s  date,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  men  transferred  from  the  squadron  to  the  batteries  are  to  be 
returned  as  soon  as  other  men  can  be  obtained  to  supply  their  places. 
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As  this  transfer  is  only  temporary,  their  accounts  are  to  be  retained 
on  board  of  their  own  vessels. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  Jaynes  River  Squa'droyi. 

Assistant  Paymaster  L.  M.  Tucker,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  the  transfer  of  the 
command  of  batteries  Semmes,  Wood ,  and  Brooke. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

Jaynes  River  Squadroyi ,  November  16 ,  1864. 
Sir:  Yesterday,  in  pursuance  of  your  order  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
transferred  to  First  Lieutenant  William  L.  Bradford  the  command  of 
the  naval  batteries  Semmes,  Wood,  and  Brooke. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  Jcrnes  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Officer  of  Orders  ayid  Detail ,  G.  S.  Navy  Dept.,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Wharton ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  submitting  plan  for  discover¬ 
ing  the  enemy's  torpedoes. 

C.  S.  S.  Richmond,  November  16,  1864. 

Sir:  I  presume  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  with  you  to  find 
out  whether  the  enemy  have  torpedoes,  either  sensitive  or  electric, 
between  Bishop’s  and  Trent’s  Reach.  1  submit  the  following  plan  to 
determine  this  point,  which  I  think  can  be  carried  out  with  small 
expense  to  the  Government  and  no  loss  of  life. 

I  propose  to  take  any  old  barge  that  can  be  procured,  and  on  its  deck 
build  a  shield  like  that  of  any  of  our  ironclads,  and  also  have  a  false 
smokestack,  all  of  refuse  lumber;  in  fact,  make  it  a  facsimile  of  one  of 
them.  Have  outriggers  on  each  side,  of  different  lengths,  with  lines 
attached,  12  or  15  feet  long;  with  weight  heavy  enough  to  keep  under 
short  pieces  fastened  to  the  lines.  There  will  be  formed  a  sweep  likely 
enough  to  explode  any  sensitive  torpedoes  that  would  touch  our  bot¬ 
toms  and  which  the  barge,  owing  to  its  light  draft,  would  fail  to  come 
in  contact  with. 

I  further  propose,  when  the  favorably  dark  night  presents  itself,  that 
one  of  the  small  wooden  steamers  shall  tow  this  pseudo-ironclad  down 
to  Bishop’s,  or  farther,  if  you  deem  it  can  be  done  in  safety,  and  then 
two  boats  with  the  ebb  tide  can  keep  her  in  the  channel  till  she  reaches 
Hewlett’s.  Long  lines  from  the  bow  and  stern  of  the  barge  will  enable 
them  to  do  this  and  also  keep  themselves  free  from  danger  by  hauling 
well  in  to  the  south  bank.  A  little  light  well  disposed  on  her  and  a 
few  whispered  (just  loud  enough  for  the  enemy’s  pickets  to  hear  on  the 
north  bank)  orders  and  soundings  given,  may  deceive  the  Yankees,  and 
if  they  have  any  electrical  torpedoes  they  will  surely  explode  them  and 
blow  her  to  pieces.  And  if  she  passes  in  safety  she  can  be  brought 
[back]  on  the  flood  in  the  same  manner  and  before  daylight.  The  nights 
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of  the  next  ten  days  would  be  the  most  favorable  on  account  of  the 
tides. 

It  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  add  that  I  am  not  only  willing  but 
anxious  to  make  such  an  attempt.  I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  return 
from  Hewlett’s  would  give  us  another  chance  at  deceiving  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  Wharton, 

First  Lieutenant,  Commanding. 


Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding,  etc. 


Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  General  Lee,  C.  S.  Army, 
responding  to  a  request  for  the  cooperation  of  the  naval  batteries. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  17,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours*  of 
the  14th  respecting  the  return  by  Battery  Wood,  etc.,  of  the  fire  of  the 
enemy  ivpon  camps  in  its  rear. 

The  naval  batteries  have  been  detached  from  my  command,  but  I 
shall  take  great  pleasure  iu  communicating  your  wishes  to  Lieutenant 
William  L.  Bradford,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S.,  who  has  been  assigned  to 
their  command. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

General  R.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  Northern  Virginia,  Headquarters. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Bell,  C.  S.  Navy, 
to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C.  8.  S.  Nansemond. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  17,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  forthwith  assume  command  of  the  0.  S.  gunboat 
Nansemond  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  C.  W.  Hays, 
who  has  been  sent  to  the  naval  hospital  sick,  and  as  soon  as  you  may  be 
relieved  in  the  command  of  the  Nansemond  you  will  resume  your  duties 
on  board  of  the  Fredericksburg. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Second  Lieut.  Thos.  P.  Bell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

C.  S.  Lronclad  Fredericksburg,  James  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Foreman,  C.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo ,  and  pre¬ 
pare  that  vessel  for  effective  service. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  November  18,  1864. 
Sir  :  You  will  forthwith  repair  on  board  and  assume  the  temporary 
command  of  the  0.  S.  S.  Torpedo. 


Not  found. 
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Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  inventory  of  articles  on  board,  furnished  by 
Master  P.  W.  Smith,  which  you  will  please  compare,  and,  if  found  correct, 
will  enter  at  once  on  the  log  book  of  the  vessel,  which  you  will  be  partic¬ 
ular  in  seeing  properly  kept. 

You  will  make  a  careful  examination  of  the  vessel  and  report  to  me 
her  condition  for  service  as  a  picket  boat,  what  repairs  may  be 
required,  and  all  deficiencies  in  equipments,  especially  in  the  ordnance 
department. 

She  will,  for  the  present,  be  armed  with  a  12-pounder  boat  howitzer 
forward,  and  you  will  submit  to  me  an  estimate  of  the  complement  of 
officers  necessary  to  man  her  efficiently,  in  addition  to  the  officers  and 
men  now  on  board,  whose  present  organization  will  be  preserved. 

You  will  proceed  at  once  to  prepare  the  Torpedo  for  effective  service 
against  the  enemy,  and  make  out  requisitions  to  supply  all  needful 
articles. 

The  accounts  of  the  officers  and  crew  now  on  board  will  remain  with 
the  paymaster  who  has  them;  the  accounts  of  the  officers  and  men  who 
may  be  assigned  to  her  from  the  squadron  will  remain  with  the  vessels  to 
which  they  may  be  attached. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  Ivey  Foreman,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Ironclad  Fredericksburg. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  oj 
Orders  and  Detail,  regarding  the  -fitting  of  a  boat  howitzer  'on  the 
C.  S.  S.  Torpedo. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  18,  1861. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  the  17th  instant,  I  have 
received  for  use,  temporarily,  in  the  squadron  the  0.  S.  S.  Torpedo,  with 
her  officers  and  men,  a  list  of  whom  is  herewith  annexed. 

She  has  a  boat  howitzer  mounted  on  a  field  carriage;  it  requires  to 
be  properly  fitted,  for  which  purpose  she  will  have  to  be  sent  to  Rich¬ 
mond  to  report  to  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography  and  to 
arrange  her  armament  in  such  manner  as  the  Navy  Department  deem 
proper,  and  to  receive  on  board  her  ammunition. 

I  have  assigned  Lieutenant  alter  R.  Butt  to  the  temporary  com- 
TiaoC\\T^  S<tmpton  during  the  absence  of  Lieutenant  Commanding 
J.  S.  Maury  at  the  hospital  sick,  and  Lieutenant  I.  Foreman  to  the 
command  of  the  Torpedo. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  S.  Navy  Dept.,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  0.  8.  Navy ,  to  a  hoard  of  officers ,  for 

a  reconnoissance  in  Cox's  Ferry  Reach  and  vicinity ,  to  observe  obstruc¬ 
tions  and  batteries  of  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  November  19,  1864. 

Gentlemen  :  Be  pleased  to  visit  Howlett’s  to-morrow,  if  the  weather 
be  suitable,  and  make  a  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  and  contiguous  to  [Cox’s]  Ferry  Beach,  noting  particularly 
the  present  appearance  and  condition  of  the  obstructions  placed  in  it 
by  the  enemy,  and  so  far  as  you  can  ascertain  from  observation  and 
enquiry,  the  number  and  strength  of  his  batteries. 

The  commandant  of  Battery  Dantzler,  Major  Smith,  will  probably  be 
able  to  inform  you  whether  the  enemy  has  been  working  at  or  doing 
anything  to  the  obstructions  recently;  whether  he  keeps  a  picket  force 
of  barges  or  steamers  employed  at  night,  and  the  strength  of  his  picket 
force  on  the  banks  of  the  river  and  how  high  up  it  is  kept;  also, 
whether  his  monitors  visit  the  reach  now  or  have  done  so  for  several 
weeks  past. 

In  short,  you  will  please  obtain  all  the  information  you  can  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  enemy  and  his  operations  in  that  vicinity,  and  report  to  me 
on  your  return  in  writing  either  jointly  or  separately. 

In  your  reconnoissance  you  can  be  accompanied  by  one  or  two  pilots, 
whom  you  may  select.  Your  party  will  return  by  7  or  8  o’clock  p.  m., 
if  not  sooner. 

Should  you  deem  it  advisable,  however,  one  of  you  may  remain  at 
Howlett’s  during  the  night  for  the  purpose  of  making  observations. 

Endeavor  to  time  your  vist,  if  practicable,  so  as  to  be  at  Howlett’s  at 
low  tide. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Alexander. 

First  Lieutenant  A.  Barbot. 

First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Murdaugh. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Gift,  C.  S.  Navy, 
to  prepare  barge  and  crew  for  immediate  service. 

Naval  Commandant’s  Office, 

Wilmington,  November  20,  1864. 

Sir:  Launch  the  twenty-oared  barge,  which  is  hauled  up  in  the  navy 
yard,  and  carry  her  alongside  of  the  Tallahassee. 

Select  a  crew  from  your  vessel  of  18  men,  and  hold  them  in  readiness 
for  immediate  service  in  the  barge. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  B.  F.  Pinkney, 

Flag-  Officer,  Commanding. 

Lieutenant  George  W.  Gift,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S. 
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[Telegram.] 


[November  20, 1864.] 

There  is  a  large  Yankee  steamer  on  fire  and  standing  in  to  the  shore 
in  the  direction  of  Lockwood’s  Folly. 


Colonel  Hedrick. 


Captain  Hardeman, 

Smithville. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Whiting ,  C.  S.  Army ,  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 
C.  8.  Navy,  urging  readiness  for  cooperation  against  reported  move¬ 
ments  of  the  enemy. 


Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  November  20,  1864. 

Flag-Officer  :  I  have  received  information  from  my  picket  line  that 
the  enemy’s  troops  sailed  from  Beaufort  two  days  ago,  the  dispatch  being 
dated  the  19th  instant.  If  this  is  reliable  and  the  movement  is  intended 
for  this  place,  they  may  be  off  here  now,  and  prevented  by  the  state  of 
the  weather  yesterday  and  to  day  from  making  the  necessary  observa¬ 
tions  for  landing.  If  the  weather  had  been  clear  for  the  past  fifty  six 
hours  and  it  be  true  that  their  troops  have  sailed,  I  should  conclude  that, 
as  they  have  not  appeared,  the  movement  is  intended  elsewhere.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  a  short  time  will  suffice  to  decide  the  point,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  I  beg  that  you  will  hold  your  force  ready  to  cooperate  in  the 
defense  as  far  as  possible.  I  shall  have  to  ask  your  aid,  should  it  be  nec¬ 
essary  to  place  the  rope  and  other  obstructions  on  the  Rip.  I  will  keep 
you  informed. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 


Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Commanding  C.  IS.  Naval 


Major-  General. 

Forces,  in  North  Carolina,  Present. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bootes,  C.  8. 

Navy,  to  assume  command  of  fire  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  21, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  middle  one  of  the  three  fire 
vessels  lying  aground  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Chaffin’s 
Bluff,  and  have  her  bottom  and  sides  calked  as  well  as  practicable  with 
the  means  available  in  the  squadron,  preparatory  to  her  being  sent  to 
the  navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  calking  such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached 
in  her  present  position,  and  being  refitted  as  a  fire  vessel. 

on  can  call  upon  the  gunboats  for  such  assistance  as  they  can  ren 
der  m  furnishing  calkers. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  Thos.  R.  Rootes,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

G.  8.  Ironclad  Fredericksburg . 
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Order  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Shepperd,  G.  S. 

Navy,  to  assume  charge  of  two  fire  vessels. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  21,  1864. 

Sir:  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  two  upper  fire  vessels  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river,  one  lying  aground  above  and  the  other  below 
the  pontoon  bridge  at  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  and  have  their  bottoms  and  sides 
calked  as  well  as  practicable  with  the  means  available  in  the  squadron, 
preparatory  to  their  being  sent  to  the  navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  calk¬ 
ing  such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached  in  their  present  positions  and 
being  refitted  as  fire  vessels. 

You  can  call  upon  any  of  the  gunboats  for  such  assistance  as  they 
can  render  in  furnishing  calkers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieut.  Commanding  F.  E.  Shepperd,  Provisional-  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  C.  S.  Ironclad  Virginia. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Wharton,  C.  S. 

Navy,  to  assume  charge  of  fire  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  No  vember  21,  1864. 

Sir  :  You  will  please  take  charge  of  the  lower  one  of  the  fire  vessels 
lying  aground  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Chaffin’s  Bluff 
and  have  her  bottom  and  sides  calked  as  well  as  practicable  with  the 
means  available  in  the  squadron,  preparatory  to  her  being  sent  to  the 
navy  yard  for  the  purpose  of  calking  such  parts  as  can  not  be  reached 
in  her  present  position  and  being  refitted  as  a  fire  vessel. 

Any  assistance  you  may  require  from  other  vessels  of  the  squadron 
will  be  rendered  on  your  application,  if  in  their  power  to  render  it. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  A.  D.  Wharton,  Provisional  FTavy  0.  S., 

Commanding  C.  S.  Ironclad  Richmond. 


Orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy, 
appointed  to  command  the  blockade  runner  Owl. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  November  25,  1864. 

Sir:  In  addition  to  the  orders  heretofore  given  on  the  14th  and  19th 
of  September  last  with  reference  to  the  command  of  the  Owl,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  orders  will  also  be  observed: 

Before  leaving  port  you  will  station  your  crew  for  the  different  boats 
of  the  steamer,  having  placed  in  them  water  and  provisions,  and  also 
nautical  instruments.  When  capture,  in  your  judgment,  becomes  inev- 
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i table,  fire  the  vessel  in  several  places  and  embark  in  the  boats,  making’ 
for  the  nearest  land. 

The  Department  leaves  to  your  discretion  the  time  when  and  the  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  must  govern  you  in  the  destruction  of  the  Owl  in  order 
to  prevent  her  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

You  will  obtain  the  best  engineer  officers  and  pilot  and  make  the  ves¬ 
sel  as  thoroughly  efficient  as  practicable  for  the  service  in  which  she  is 
engaged. 

No  passengers  will  be  received  on  board  without  the  authority  of  the 
Department. 

You  will  request  the  Government  agents  in  Nassau  and  Bermuda  to 
require  of  eacli  steamer  that  leaves  each  place  with  a  small  cargo  to 
bring  in  for  this  Department  a  certain  amount  of  coal,  to  be  delivered 
to  Mr.  Peters  or  his  agent  on  arrival. 

On  your  arrival  in  a  Confederate  port  you  will  furnish  Mr.  William  H. 
Peters,  special  agent  at  Wilmington,  with  duplicate  vouchers  of  your 
expenses  of  each  trip,  with  the  view  of  equalizing  and  governing  the 
expenses  of  all  vessels  which  will  come  under  the  charge  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment;  and  you  will  be  careful  to  avoid  all  unnecessary  expenditures, 
and  will  regulate  them  with  a  view  to  rigid  economy  consistent  with 
efficiency. 

You  are  authorized  to  employ  the  services  of  a  clerk,  whose  duties 
will  be  to  receive  and  deliver  the  cargoes  and  also  attend  to  the  accounts 
of  the  steamer,  all  of  which  will  be  approved  by  you  before  being  sub¬ 
mitted  to  Mr.  Peters. 

You  will  confer  freely  and  fully  with  Mr.  Peters. 

[S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy.  \ 

Commander  John  N.  Maffitt,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Wilmington ,  N.  G. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  Constructor  Graves, 

G.  8.  Navy,  withholding  approval  of  plan  for  the  protection  of  C.  8.  8. 

Richmond  against  torpedo  attacks. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  The  following  endorsement  has  been  made  on  the  proposed  plan* 
of  Lieutenant  Wharton  to  protect  the  ironclad  Richmond  from  torpedo 
attacks: 

The  within  plan  for  protecting  the  Richmond  from  attacks  of  the  enemy  by  per¬ 
cussion  torpedoes  may  prove  effective  if  combined  with  the  outrigger  and  loo-  system 
adopted  for  the  Virginia,  but  alone  it  will  not  prove  sufficient,  in  my  opinion. 
Besides,  it  will  retard  the  speed  of  the  vessel  and  interfere  with  her  working  more 
and,  should  it  become  desirable,  the  vessel  could  not  be  cleared  of  the  protection 
without  great  delay.  The  time  required  for  its  preparation  in  drilling  through  5 
niches  of  iron  and  the  great  amount  of  labor  would  alone  forbid  its  adoption  at  this 
time,  when  it  is  so  important  to  have  the  vessel  ready  for  service.  Entertaining 
these  views,  I  can  not  approve  its  adoption.  & 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

„  Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Constructor  Graves, 

Navy  Yard ,  Richmond,  Va. 


See  page  764. 
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Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  <J.  S.  Navy,  regarding  false  report  of  the 
removal  of  obstructions  by  the  enemy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  November  26,  1864. 

Sir  :  Having  informed  you,  while  on  hoard  of  the  Virginia  to-day,  of 
the  report  made  to  me  last  evening  by  Lieutenant  Cenas,  commanding 
Battery  Semmes,  that  the  enemy  was  removing  his  obstructions  in 
Trent’s  Beach,  I  think  it  proper  to  inform  you  that  after  you  left  the 
vessel  I  received  intelligence  from  Lieutenant  Cenas  that  the  report 
was  not  founded  in  fact. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Ya. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 

Orders  and  Detail,  accepting  the  offer  of  torpedo  boats  for  the  squadron. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Sqtiadrori,  November  29,  1864. 

Sir  :  Your  communication  of  this  date,  relative  to  four  engineers 
being  ordered  to  the  squadron  and  offering  the  torpedo  boats  immedi¬ 
ately,  has  been  received. 

If  you  refer  to  the  steam  torpedo  boats  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  them  as 
soon  as  possible,  for  I  feel  assured  that  in  the  present  and  approaching 
inclement  season  they  will  relieve  our  row  picket  boats  of  much  arduous 
service  and  prove  more  efficient  and  useful  in  many  respects. 

If  they  are  not  fitted  with  torpedoes  and  for  pulling  four  or  six  oars, 
I  beg  that  it  may  be  done  at  once. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond,  Va. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Carpenter  Meads,  C.  S. 

Navy,  making  enquiry  regarding  transportation  of  torpedo  boats. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  November  30,  1864. 

Sir  :  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  let  me  know  whether  you  could 
prepare  our  small  (steam)  torpedo  boats  for  transportation  overland 
without  disturbing  their  machinery  or  fixtures?  I  think  that  a  light 
and  sufficiently  substantial  cradle  might  be  made  for  them,  in  which 
they  could  be  placed  and  mounted  on  runners  with  four  large  wheels, 
and  thus  be  transported  without  damage  to  machinery,  etc.,  overland. 

Your  views  on  this  subject  will  be  thankfully  received  by 
Bespectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron , 

Mr.  James  Meads, 

Navy  Yard,  Rocketts,  Richmond ,  Va, 
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Letter  from  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-  General  Pickett, 
G.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the  loan  of  a  boat  for  picket  service. 

Flagship  James  Biver  Squadron,  November  30,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  this  date  in  relation  to  a  boat  for  picket  service. 

It  will  afford  me  pleasure  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  General  Lee 
and  yourself  at  all  times,  and  I  therefore  send  Passed  Midshipman 
Scott,  assistant  ordnance  officer  of  the  squadron,  to  confer  with  you  as 
to  the  kind  of  boat  you  want,  how  to  be  equipped,  and  whether  you 
desire  it  manned  and  armed. 

We  have  no  suitable  boats  in  the  squadron  to  spare  for  any  length 
of  time,  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  procure  such  as  you  will 
probably  desire  from  the  navy  yard  without  delay. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  0.  S.  Army, 

•  Headquarters,  Chesterfield. 


List  of  officers  of  Battery  Buchanan  for  the  month  of  November,  1864. 


Rank. 

No. 

Name. 

Lieutenant,  commanding  . 

x 

R.  T.  Chapman. 

G.  H.  Arledge. 

A.  V.  Wiatt. 

R.  A.  Camm. 

S.  S.  Gregory. 

First  lieutenant  and  executive  officer  . 

1 

First  lieutenant . . . 

] 

Second  lieutenant . 

Second  lieutenant . 

Assistant  surgeon . 

Assistant  paymaster . _ . 

C.  L.  Jones. 

J.  D.  B.  Roberts. 

n  u'  «n.,iixr 

Second  lieutenant  Marine  Corps . 

Master . . 

Passed  midshipman . 

A.  0.  Wright. 

W.  K.  Hale. 

0.  L.  Jenkins. 

AV.  David. 

Passed  midshipman . 

Master’s  mate . 

Gunner . 

Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Butt ,  C.  S.  Navy, 
to  assume  temporary  command  of  the  C.  8.  S.  Nansemond. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  1, 1864. 

Sir:  You  will  forthwith  repair  on  board  and  relieve  Second  Lieuten¬ 
ant  Thomas  P.  Bell  in  the  command  of  the  0.  S.  gunboat  Nansemond , 
until  Lieutenant  Commanding  Hays,  now  absent  on  account  of  sickness, 
shall  return  on  board  to  duty,  when  you  will  resign  the  command  to 
him  and  report  forthwith  to  me  for  further  orders. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  Walter  E.  Butt,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

J ames  River  Squadron. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Bell,  C.  S.  Navy, 
to  resume  his  duty  on  board  the  C.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  1, 1864. 
Sir  :  First  Lieutenant  Walter  K.  Butt  has  been  ordered  to  relieve  you 
in  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Nansemond.  When  relieved  by 
him  you  will  resume  your  duties  on  board  of  the  ironclad  Fredericksburg 
forthwith. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  Iv.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Second  Lieutenant  Thos.  P.  Bell,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Commanding  C.  S.  Gunboat  Nansemond. 


Letter  from  Flag- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 

Orders  and  Detail,  requesting  a  skiff  for  picket  duty  in  the  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  1, 1864. 

Sir  :  General  E.  E.  Lee  has,  through  Major-General  George  E.  Pickett, 
applied  to  me  for  “the  use  of  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  picketing  the 
river  from  Fort  Dantzler  down  toward  the  obstructions.” 

I  have  informed  General  Pickett  that  I  will  send  him  one,  although 
I  have  none  to  spare  from  the  squadron  for  any  length  of  time.  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  direct  that  one  be  furnished  from  the  navy  yard 
for  the  purpose,  or  to  replace  any  that  may  be  sent  from  the  squadron. 

One  of  the  large  skiffs  built  for  the  squadron  last  summer  will  prob¬ 
ably  answer,  and  in  most  respects  suit  better  the  particular  service  and 
locality  than  the  double  bank  whaleboats. 

Passed  Midshipman  Scott,  whom  I  sent  to  General  Pickett’s  head¬ 
quarters  last  night  to  ascertain  fully  his  wishes  on  the  subject,  returned 
without  seeing  the  general,  who  was  absent,  but  he  learned  from  an  aid 
that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  general  to  man  the  boat  from  Battery 
Dantzler  whenever  she  was  to  be  employed  on  picket  service. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major-General  Pickett, 
C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  delivery  of  skiff  for  picket  duty  and  the  placing 
of  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron.  December  2,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  a  boat  ready,  which  will  be  delivered  at  any  time 
you  desire  it,  and,  as  Proctor’s  Greek  is  under  the  enemy’s  batteries,  I 
suggest  that  the  delivery  be  made  at  Kingsland  Creek. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-Officer,  etc. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  G.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters,  Chesterfield. 
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P.  S. — Yours  of  this  date,  by  the  hand  of  Captain  Symington,  has 
just  been  received.  The  torpedoes,  I  believe,  have  not  been  placed 
(from  Lieutenant  Kennon’s  report),  adverse  circumstances  preventing 
at  the  point  first  proposed.  Another  point  is  selected,  where,  I  hope, 
he  will  meet  with  better  success. 

There  is  one  electric  battery  down,  which  Captain  Symington  tells 
me  you  are  aware  of.  It  is  the  only  one  I  know  of  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff. 

Respectfully,  etc. 


Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag- Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Pickett , 
0.  8.  Army,  regarding  the  delivery  of  a  skif  and  protection  of 
torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  4,  1864. 
General:  In  compliance  with  your  request  the  rowboat  prepared 
for  picket  service  at  Fort  Dantzler  was  sent  last  evening  to  Kingsland 
Creek,  where  it  was  ready  for  delivery  during  the  night,  but,  not  beiug 
called  for,  it  was  brought  back  this  morning  for  safe-keeping  at  this 
ship.  It  will  be  held  in  readiness  for  delivery  at  any  time  asked  for. 

Since  my  last  note  to  you  on  the  subject  I  learn  that  torpedoes  have 
been  placed  in  the  river  at  Bishop’s  Bluff  by  Lieutenant  Kennon,  who 
has  warned  our  patrol  boats  not  to  go  below  the  landing  at  the  bluff. 
I  shall  direct  these  boats  to  be  particularly  watchful  to  cooperate  with 
your  picket  force  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  molesting  the  torpedoes, 
which  he  may  attempt,  especially  as  a  preliminary  step  to  any  move¬ 
ments  he  may  undertake  up  the  river. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters,  Chesterfield. 


Instructions  from  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Wharton 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  picket  and  patrol  service. 

Flagship  Virginia,  Sunday,  December  4,  1864. 

Tlic  gunboats  Roanoke,  A  ansemond,  and  Drewry  will  perform  patrol 
service  to  night  in  the  usual  manner,  except  that  they  will  not  go  below 
the  ravine  near  Battery  Semmes,  and  that  the  first  boat  down  will 
before  starting  back,  await  the  arrival  of  the  next  boat,  and  so  on  suc¬ 
cessively,  so  that  one  boat  will  always  be  at  that  end  of  the  beat  They 
are  particularly  enjoined  to  be  vigilant  in -watching  for  and  preventing 
any  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity,  particularly  for  such  as 
may  show  any  purpose  to  remove  our  torpedoes. 

The  steam  torpedo  boat  will  be  placed  on  picket  duty  to-night.  She 
will  be  manned  and  armed  from  the  guard  vessel  with  2  officers,  1  fire¬ 
man  or  coal  heaver,  and  4  other  good  men,  who  will  be  sent  on  board 
of  her  at  sunset.  She  will  run  independently  of  the  picket  and  patrol 
boats  as  to  time,  commencing  her  trips  at  G  p.  m.  from  the  guard  vessel 
and  leaving  her  every  two  hours  thereafter  during  the  night.  Great 
care  must  be  taken,  by  running  under  low  pressure  and  easy  steam,  to 
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make  no  noise,  nor  to  show  any  light  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  enemy, 
and  to  keep  as  close  in  to  the  south  bank  as  possible  with  safety  at  all 
times.  The  torpedo  will  be  kept  in  position  when  on  picket  service  all 
ready  for  use,  except  filling  with  powder  and  taking  off  the  safety  cap. 
At  0:30  a.  m.  she  will  return  to  the  flagship,  and  officers  and  men 
belonging  to  the  guard  vessel  will  be  sent  to  her. 

The  usual  picket  service  will  be  performed  by  a  boat  from  each  iron¬ 
clad  except  the  one  having  the  guard  duty  for  the  day.  The  first  boat 
will  leave  the  guard  vessel  at  5:30p.m.,  and  the  next  at  0:30,  after 
which  at  intervals  of  three  hours. 

The  guard  vessel  will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  signal  all  other 
vessels  to  send  an  officer  to  take  a  copy. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  A.  D.  Wharton, 

Comdg.  O.  S.  S.  Richmond ,  Guard  Vessel, 

James  Fiver  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Ordnance  and  Hydrography,  regarding  the  preparation  of  floating 
torpedoes. 

Flagship  Yirginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  December  5 ,  1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  floating  torpedoes  be  prepared 
to  be  thrown  overboard  from  vessels  or  boats  that  may  be  chased  by 
the  enemy,  and  if  the  suggestion  be  deemed  worthy  of  adoption,  I  ask 
that  this  squadron  be  provided  with  a  supply. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  Jno.  M.  Brooke,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography ,  C.  S.  Navy  Department. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail ,  regarding  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Bowman,  6.  S. 
Navy,  in  charge  of  torpedo  boats. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  5,  1864. 

Sir  •  I  have  found  Second  Assistant  Engineer  Isaac  Bowman  in  charge 
of  the  two  torpedo  boats  recently  sent  down  for  service  in  the  squadron. 

As  his  services  will  continue  to  be  required  in  this  capacity,  I  have 
directed  that  his  name  be  entered  for  subsistence  upon  the  books  ot 

this  the  pouor  t0  pe  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron . 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  1  a. 
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Order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commander  Maffitt ,  C.  S.  Navy , 
commanding  blockade  runner  Owl ,  regarding  the  return  cargo  from 
Bermuda. 

Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  December  5,  1864. 
Sir:  In  anticipation  of  your  being  able  to  get  out  this  morn,  and 
fearing  a  letter  would  not  reach  you  in  time,  I  telegraphed  you  to-day 
to  bring  as  part  of  yonr  return  cargo  a  portion  of  the  clothing  shipped 
to  Bermuda  to  Major  Walker,  C.  S.  agent,  by  Paymaster  Senac.  Cloth¬ 
ing  is  much  required,  and  you  will  please,  if  practicable,  divide  the  lot 
you  bring  so  as  to  contain  full  suits  of  clothes,  blankets,  and  shoes. 
If  these  articles  have  not  arrived,  bring  in  the  lot  of  clothing  shipped 
to  Major  Walker  for  Paymaster  PeBree  by  Messrs.  Girard,  Gautherin 
&  Co.,  of  Paris,  or  a  portion  of  it.  It  is  desirable  also  that  all  articles 
for  submarine  purposes  should  reach  us  as  early  as  practicable,  and  you 
will  also  take  on  board  a  portion  of  these  articles. 

Seventeen  of  the  Florida's  men  have  been  landed  at  St.  Georges  and 
are  now  in  charge  of  Major  Walker.  You  will  take  them  on  board  and 
bring  them  to  the  Confederate  States,  and  also  Midshipman  Warren 
and  Engineer  Collier. 

Upon  your  return  you  will  please  forward  a  list  of  the  names  of  the 
Florida’s  men,  their  terms  of  enlistment,  etc.  Some  of  them  may  prob¬ 
ably  be  kuowTn  to  you. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Commander  John  N.  Maffitt,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Steamer  Owl,  Wilmington ,  N.  C. 


Better  from  Major- General  Whiting ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Pinkney , 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  necessity  of  a  combined  command  of  the  ivories 
on  Federal  Point. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington,  December  5,  1864. 

I  much  legiet  that  I  have  to  place  before  you  the  accompanying 
report  ot  Majoi  v  enable,  assistant  adjutant  and  inspector  general  of 
circumstances*  which  took  place  night  before  last  on  Confederate  Point 
sei lously  implicating  certain  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  naval 
detachment  at  Battery  Buchanan.  I  beg  that  you  will  refer  the  report 
to  Lieutenant  Chapman,  commanding  that  battery,  for  such  explana- 
tion  as  he  may  have  to  make,  and  with  directions  to  return  the  report 
ot  Major  V  enable.  The  most  important  circumstances  in  this  untoward 
affair  are  the  violation  of  forty-ninth  article  of  war,  and  the  very  excited 
state  of  feeling  brought  about  in  the  garrison  of  Confederate  Point,  so 
constantly  on  duty,  day  and  night.  But  independent  of  the  grave 
matter  ot  this  report  as  individually  affecting  any  of  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned,  I  am  convinced  that  a  divided  command  or  responsibility  can 
no  longer  be  maintained  on  Confederate  Point  with  safety  to  the  place 
w  Inch  m  the  paramount  consideration,  or  with  regard  to  the  best  interest 
ot  both  services.  The  position  is  too  important,  the  responsibility  of 

*  See  diary  of  Colonel  Lamb,  p.  745. 
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Colonel  Lamb,  commanding  Fort  Fisher,  too  great,  proper  discipline  and 
subordination  *too  essential,  not  to  require  that  absolute  harmony  of 
action  which  can  only  exist  in  a  single  command  and  which  has  been  so 
disturbed.  This  was  considered  in  the  first  instance,  but  I  was  in  great 
hopes,  in  making  the  post  a  separate  one,  that  no  difficulty  would  obtain. 
As  a  part  of  and  auxiliary  to  the  defenses  of  Fort  Fisher,  as  long  as  the 
naval  detachment  remains  at  Battery  Buchanan,  I  must  request  you  to 
direct  the  officer  in  charge  to  report  for  duty,  through  the  colonel  com¬ 
manding  Confederate  Point,  to  the  commanding  general.  I  regret  very 
much  that  the  customary  rules  relative  to  service  with  the  army  on 
shore  are  now  found  necessary  to  be  strictly  adhered  to.  Except  that,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  the  garrison  of  Battery  Buchanan,  as  long  as  it  is 
detached  by  you,  is  subject  to  your  recall,  it  must  hereafter  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  in  military  service.  As  all  action  in  the  premises  originated 
here,  I  hope  that  you  and  I  can  arrange  this  matter  satisfactorily  and 
without  reference  to  Richmond. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  etc., 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Commanding  Confederate  Naval  Forces ,  North  Carolina ,  Present. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major-General  Pickett , 
C.  8.  Army ,  regarding  Confederate  obstructions  in  the  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  December  7,  1864. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
this  date,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  are  crossing  at  Cox’s  Landing 
and  laying  down  a  pontoon,  etc. 

Lieutenant  Kennon,  C.  S.  Navy,  reported  on  the  4th  instant  that  he 
had  placed  seventeen  spar  torpedoes  below  Battery  Sernmes,  extending 
from  a  point  on  the  opposite  shore,  abreast  of  Bishop’s  Landing,  to  a 
point  about  200  yards  below  on  the  same  side  of  the  river.  They  then 
approach  this  side  of  the  river  as  far  as  the  northern  edge  of  the  chan¬ 
nel.  He  says  that  he  could  not  lay  them  in  the  channel,  as  the  poles 
were  not  long  enough. 

From  his  report  I  think  they  extend  about  half  across  the  river  from 
the  north  side. 

There  is  also  an  electric  torpedo  of  large  size  abreast  of  Battery 
Sernmes  in  the  channel.  These  are  the  only  obstructions  I  know  below 
or  near  Battery  Sernmes  of  our  own.  Your  letter  is  the  first  authentic 
intelligence  I  received  of  the  enemy’s  crossing  the  river  below.  Two 
hours  ago  a  report  to  that  effect  reached  [me],  but  it  was  not  in  reliable 
shape,  and  which  I  discredited,  as  Batteries  Sernmes  and  Wood,  in  the 
immediate  vicinity,  were  silent. 

As  our  torpedoes  are  now  placed  our  ironclads  can  not  go  below 
Battery  Sernmes.  I  was  awaiting  the  return  from  Battery  Sernmes  of 
Lieutenant  Shepperd,  the  commanding  officer  of  this  vessel,  whom  I 
sent  there  for  information  on  which  I  would  be  able  to  know  what  dis¬ 
position  to  make  of  my  forces  to  act  with  effect  against  the  enemy. 
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I  shall,  however,  at  once  move  down  and  cooperate  to  the  best  of  our 
ability  with  the  ironclads. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  0.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters ,  Chesterfield. 

p.  S. _ 5  p.  m. :  I  have  just  anchored  with  the  Virginia  at  Bishop’s; 

the  other  ironclads  are  following  me. 

Bespectfully,  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Kennon,  C.  S. 

Navy ,  making  enquiry  regarding  a  passage  through  the  torpedoes  in  the 

James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  8,  1864. 

Sir:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  let  me  know  whether  there  is  a 
passage  for  our  ironclads  or  gunboats  between  the  south  bank  and  the 
seventeen  torpedoes  recently  placed  by  you  opposite  Bishop’s  Bluff? 

It  may  be  desirable  to  pass  below  that  point  should  there  be  much 
delay  in  completing  your  line  of  torpedoes  across  the  river. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  B.  Kennon,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Care  of  Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography , 

C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 


Report  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  operations  in  the 

James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  8,  1864. 

Sir:  Having  been  informed  by  General  Pickett  yesterday  afternoon 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  a  force  at  or  near  Dutch  Gap  to  the  south 
bank  of  the  river,  I  at  once  moved  down  with  the  ironclads  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  opposite  Battery  Semmes  and  near  the  torpedoes  lately  placed  by 
Lieutenant  Kennon,  where  this  vessel  anchored  about  5  p.  m.,  the 
Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  taking  positions  above  in  open  order. 
Before  and  after  reaching  her  anchorage  this  vessel  was  subjected  to 
the  well-directed  fire  of  the  enemy  from  his  batteries  on  Signal  Hill. 
Some  heavy  guns  were  used,  probably  from  100  to  200  pounder  Par¬ 
rotts.  The  ship  was  struck  seven  times,  without  serious  injury;  the 
torpedo  wooden  protection  was  struck  and  slightly  damaged;  the  cap 
or  musketry  screen  over  the  pilot  house  was  knocked  off  with  a  100- 
pounder  Parrott.  After  tiring  some  30  or  40  shots  this  firing  ceased 
as  night  closed  in.  It  was  replied  to  by  Batteries  Semmes  and  Brooke. 
Our  vessels  did  not  return  the  fire,  as  it  could  not  be  done  with  effect. 

At  7  p.  m.  I  visited  Golonel  Pryor,  the  senior  officer  at  the  lines 
between  Batteries  Wood  and  Semmes,  from  whom  I  learned  that  the 
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enemy’s  force  was  very  small,  bad  crossed  in  boats  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  driving  back  our  pickets,  being  assisted  by  a  fire  from  their  rifle 
pits  on  the  north  side,  and  that  they  occupy  a  position  which  can  not 
be  attacked  to  advantage  by  our  troops.  Batteries  Wood  and  Semmes, 
not  being  able  to  see  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy,  did  not  Are  upon 
him;  besides,  there  was  danger  of  hitting  our  own  pickets.  Colonel 
Pryor  apprehended  no  danger  from  an  attack  of  the  enemy  on  his 
lines,  being  well  prepared  for  any  force  he  could  well  bring  against 
him.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  ironclads  could  be  of  no  service 
in  operations  against  the  enemy  where  they  were  and  in  any  position 
which  they  could  take,  and  that  it  they  remained  there  until  daylight 
they  would  be  exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  numerous  batteries  of  the 
enemy  without  being  able  to  return  it  with  effect  or  be  of  any  service 
in  cooperating  with  him.  As  this  was  my  own  opinion  also,  I  returned 
near  midnight  to  our  anchorage  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  requesting 
Colonel  Pryor  to  notify  me  by  signal  the  moment  he  thought  the  iron¬ 
clads  could  be  usefully  employed  in  any  way. 

The  impression  seems  to  be  that  the  present  object  of  the  enemy  is 
simply  to  obtain  a  position  on  the  south  side  to  protect  his  working 
parties  on  the  opening  of  the  canal  and  that  he  does  not  intend  to  make 
an  attack  on  Pickett’s  line. 

A  telegraphic  dispatch  from  General  B.  E.  Lee,  requesting  my 
cooperation,  found  me  underway  for  the  purpose. 

This  vessel  and  the  Fredericksburg  were  enabled  to  move,  with  their 
torpedo  defenses,  without  any  serious  difficulty.  Of  course  their  speed 
and  working  were  very  much  impaired,  but  not  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
neutralize  the  benefits  hoped  to  be  derived  from  their  protection.  They 
would  be  liable  to  serious  damage  from  shot  in  an  action  within  effective 
range. 

There  were  no  casualties. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 

p.  S. — The  Richmond ,  some  time  after  dark,  out  of  signal  distance 
above  me,  fired  one  round  at  the  enemy’s  battery,  a  useless  and  ill- 
advised  display. 

Bespectfully,  J-  K.  M., 

Flag-Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Ordnance  and  Hydrography  malting  suggestions  regarding  the  placing 
of  torpedoes. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  December  8 , 1864. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  the  annexed  copy  of  a  communication  received 
yesterday  from  General  Pickett  I  stated  in  substance  that  the  only 
torpedoes  in  the  river  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff  were  the  seventeen  lately 
placed  by  Lieutenant  Kennon  and  one  electric  torpedo  opposite  Battery 
Semmes,  and  that  these  were  the  only  obstructions  I  knew  of  to  oppose 
the  advance  of  the  enemy  by  the  river. 

The  same  information  wms  voluntarily  communicated  to  him  by  me 
on  the  4th  instant,  immediately  after  I  received  Lieutenant  Kennon’s 
report. 
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I  make  this  communication  for  tlie  purpose  of  suggesting  that  the 
officer  charged  with  placing  the  torpedoes  be  instructed  to  keep  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  land  forces,  as  well  as  naval,  advised  of 
what  may  be  done  in  placing  torpedoes,  upon  which  so  much  may  depend 
in  making  his  dispositions;  also  to  suggest  that  great  care  be  taken  in 
placing  them  that  they  be  not  exposed  on  low  tides,  as  one  of  those 
lately  placed  near  Battery  Semmes,  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant  Brad¬ 
ford,  C.  S.  Navy,  is  visible  above  the  surface  at  such  times. 

From  General  Pickett’s  communication  you  will  see  that  he  thinks 
we  have  not  “any  time  to  lose.” 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Commander  Jno.  M.  Brooke,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Ordnance  and  Hydrography , 

C.  S.  Navy  Department ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  General  Ijee ,  C.  S.  Army , 
responding  to  a  request  for  cooperation. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  December  8, 1864. 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  afternoon  your  tele¬ 
graphic  dispatch  respecting  cooperation  with  the  army  against  the 
enemy  below  while  I  was  underway  for  the  purpose. 

After  my  arrival  at  Bishop’s  with  the  ironclads  I  found  that  they 
were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy  without  being  able  to  take  a 
position  to  return  it  with  effect  or  to  cooperate  with  the  army;  indeed, 
Batteries  Semmes  and  Wood,  from  their  elevated  positions,  were  silent 
from  fear  of  endangering  our  own  troops  or  being  unable  to  see  the 
enemy’s  forces  that  had  crossed  over. 

After  dark  I  conferred  with  Colonel  Pryor,  the  senior  officer  at  that 
point,  who  was  of  opinion  that  we  could  not  at  present  be  of  any  serv¬ 
ice  and  that  remaining  there  during  the  day  would  only  expose  us  use¬ 
lessly  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  Entertaining  the  same  views,  I  returned 
during  the  night  to  our  anchorage  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff',  requesting 
Colonel  Pryor  to  let  me  know  whenever  in  his  opinion  I  could  cooperate 
with  him  to  advantage,  and  that  I  would  promptly  do  so. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

General  It.  E.  Lee, 

Commanding  Army  of  Northern  Virginia ,  Headquarters. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Master  Shippey ,  C.  S.  Navy, 
commanding  C.  S.  S.  Roanoke,  to  proceed  to  Richmond  for  repairs  to 
that  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  8,  1864. 
Sir:  Proceed  to  Richmond  and  report  to  Commander  R.  G.  Robb, 
commandant  navy  yard,  Rocketts,  for  such  repairs  as  are  called  for  in 
the  report  of  the  board  of  survey,  dated  November  13,  1861,  a  dupli¬ 
cate  of  which  was  forwarded  to  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  and 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  781 

for  such  others  as  are  absolutely  necessary  and  which  may  be  duly 
authorized. 

While  absent  from  the  squadron  General  Order  No.  20,  must  be 
enforced  strictly. 

You  will  report  your  arrival  at  the  navy  yard,  Rocketts,  to  the  Office 
of  Orders  aud  Detail,  transmitting  to  it  at  the  same  time  a  copy  of  these 
instructions. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Master  W.  F.  Shippey,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Commanding  Gunboat  Roanoke. 

P.  S. — 4  o’clock  p.  m. :  The  Torpedo,  I  have  just  learned,  is  at  Rocketts, 
temporarily  disabled  from  an  accident  to  her  machinery.  If  required, 
you  will  take  her  place  as  the  mail  boat  until  relieved  by  the  Shrapnel 
to  morrow  morning. 

Report  to  Lieutenant  J.  H.  Parker  for  orders. 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  J ames  River  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 

Orders  and  Detail ,  requesting  additional  officers  and  men  for  his  com¬ 
mand. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  8, 1864. 

Sir  :  I  would  respectfully  renew  the  suggestion  made  some  days  since 
that  50  or  60  men,  with  about  12  officers,  be  attached  to  this  command 
in  addition  to  the  regular  crew  of  the  vessels  for  the  purpose  of  perform¬ 
ing  the  picket  service  and  manning  torpedo  rowboats  that  may  be  pre¬ 
pared  in  addition  to  those  belonging  to  the  vessels  of  the  squadron. 

These  officers  and  men  could  be  quartered  on  board  of  the  lighters 
belonging  to  the  Virginia  and  the  Richmond,  for  which  the  former  is  now 
fitted. 

For  the  want  of  sufficient  men  to  man  the  squadron  the  system  of 
borrowing  and  [lending]  between  the  ironclads  and  gunboats  has  to  be 
continued  to  meet  the  varied  emergencies  of  calls  for  gunboats  and 
ironclads.  While  this  continues  neither  class  of  vessels  can  be  kept  in 
that  efficient  condition  in  which  1  desire  to  have  them  and  which  the 
occasion  requires. 

Although  I  feel  assured  that  the  Department  is  embarrassed  for  the 
want  of  men,  I  at  the  same  time  trust  that  it  will  not  deem  me  impor¬ 
tunate  by  occasionally  reminding  it  of  our  wants,  so  that  it  may,  when 
practicable,  exercise  a  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  James  River 
Squadron  should  the  general  demand  of  the  Navy  admit  of  it. 

1  suggest  that  the  whale  rowboats  at  the  navy  yard,  held  in  reserve, 
be  fitted  with  torpedo  arrangements  on  the  plan  suggested  by  Com¬ 
mander  Brooke,  and  which  I  have  adopted  for  a  boat  of  the  same  kind 
belonging  to  this  vessel. 

The  whole  apparatus  is  simple  and  need  not  interfere  with  the  use  of 
boats  for  any  other  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail. 
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Report  of  Lieutenant  Shopper  d,  C.  S.  Navy ,  commanding  G.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

regarding  the  operations  of  that  vessel  in  vieiv  of  the  reported  move¬ 
ment  of  the  enemy  across  the  river  near  Dutch  Gap. 

0.  S.  S.  Virginia, 

James  River ,  December  9,  1864. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  this  ship  on 
Wednesday,  7th  instant,  on  the  occasion  of  the  report  that  the  enemy 
had  crossed  from  the  north  to  the  south  bank  ot  the  river,  in  the  vicin¬ 
ity  of  Cox’s  Mill. 

Being  absent  myself  on  a  reconnoissance  to  determine  the  condition  of 
affairs  on  the  lines  opposite  Dutch  Clap,  Lieutenant  Alexander  was  left 
in  charge  of  the  ship.  I  did  not  return  until  after  she  had  anchored 
abreast  Battery  Semmes. 

Lieutenant  A.  reports  that  the  ship  got  underway  at  3 :  45  p.  m.  and 
anchored  abreast  Battery  Semmes  at  5 : 15  p.  m. 

While  passing  down  Graveyard  Reach  the  enemy’s  battery  at  Signal 
Hill  opened  upon  her.  The  first  shot  fired  struck  the  port  curtain  amid- 
ship  and  the  shield  above  the  water  line. 

The  third  shot  (100-pounder  Parrott)  struck  the  top  of  the  pilot  house, 
pressing  in  the  iron  about  an  inch.  After  the  ship  came  to  and  swung 
to  the  ebb  tide  another  100-pounder  bolt  struck  the  starboard  knuckle 
about  amidships  and  a  foot  below  the  water  line,  shaking  the  ship  fore 
and  aft,' and  thereby  breaking  many  bottles  of  medicine  in  the  dispen¬ 
sary.  No  other  damage  was  done. 

Batteries  Brooke  and  Semmes  kept  up  a  rapid  fire  upon  the  enemy’s 
battery,  ceasing  at  dark. 

The  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  followed  this  ship  down  and 
anchored  in  line  ahead  in  Graveyard  Reach. 

At  10:30  p.  m.  the  three  got  underway  and  took  up  their  old  posi¬ 
tions  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff  and  above  the  booms. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  E.  Shepperd, 
Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron,  C.  S.  S.  Virginia. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Signal 
Corps ,  C.  S.  Army,  acknowledging  assistance  rendered. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  15, 1864. 

Major  :  I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  12th  instant,  and  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for  your 
courtesy  in  enclosing  a  copy  of  Lieutenant  Read’s  letter  of  the  lltli, 
which  I  have  read  with  much  interest  and  satisfaction.  Permit  me  also 
to  thank  you,  in  the  name  of  the  Navy,  for  the  very  valuable  assistance 
afforded  to  Lieutenant  Read,  and  believe  me, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major  J.  F.  Milligan,  C.  S.  Army, 

Chief  of  Signal  Corps,  Petersb  urg,  Va, 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant,  navy 
yard,  Rocketts,  regarding  a  fire  vessel. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  16,  1864. 
Sib:  I  send  np  another  fire  vessel  this  afternoon  in  tow  of  the  Shrap¬ 
nel,  being  the  second. 

She  has  recently  been  used  as  temporary  accommodations  for  the  men 
employed  in  raising-  the  Gallego,  but  owing  to  some  mismanagement 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  15th,  while  placed  in  a  position  by  Mr.  Nel¬ 
son  to  assist  in  raising  the  Gallego,  her  house  was  crushed  in  and  is 
now  a  mass  of  ruins.  She  is  very  rotten  and  unfit  for  any  service  but 
as  a  lire  vessel,  for  which  she  may  still  be  used  if  made  tight  enough. 
It  is  desirable  that  the  fragments  of  her  house  be  saved  and  kept  on 
board,  to  be  burned  with  her  when  used  as  a  fire  vessel. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaut, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  R.  G.  Robb,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Rocketts. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Parker, 
C.  S.  Navy,  responding  to  a  request  for  the  services  of  a  pilot. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  December  17,  1864. 

Sir:  Yours  of  yesterday’s  date,  asking  for  the  services  of  a  pilot 
temporarily,  has  just  been  received. 

Messrs.  Moore  and  Parrish  are  absent  from  the  squadron  on  account 
of  sickness,  having  been  sent  to  the  hospital. 

We  are  short  of  pilots,  and,  as  we  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  sud¬ 
denly  to  make  a  movement  down  the  river  at  night,  I  am  unwilling  to 
let  them  leave  the  squadron,  except  during  the  day.  Mr.  Wood,  a 
pilot  of  high  reputation,  says  that  the  tide  will  serve  for  the  Patrick 
Henry  at  9  a.  m.  on  Monday,  which  will  be  time  enough  to  break 
ground. 

I  will  send  up  in  time  on  Monday  morning,  if  not  the  evening  pre¬ 
vious,  any  one  of  the  pilots  you  may  select. 

They  are  Messrs.  Wood,  Wright,  Williams,  and  Barnes,  of  the  first 
class. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  W.  H.  Parker,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Gomdg.  School  Ship  Patrick  Henry ,  near  Rocketts,  James  River. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  18,  1864. 

A  very  large  fleet,  very  formidable,  under  Porter,  with  very  large 
land  force,  20,000,  under  Butler,  left  Fortress  Monroe  on  Friday  to 
attack  Wilmington.  The  advance  squadron  is  already  at  Beaufort. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 

Governor  Vance, 

Raleigh,  [V.  G.\ 
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[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  18,  1864. 

The  fleet  left  Old  Point  Friday  for  Wilmington,  Wabash  and  Colo¬ 
rado  in  advance,  painted  white,  with  Confederate  flag.  Troops  con¬ 
cealed  under  deck.  Two  double  enders,  11  ironclads,  5  torpedo  raisers, 
12  mortar  boats,  the  remainder  transports,  there  being  85  in  all,  and 
all  steamers.  The  land  forces  to  consist  of  20,000  men  under  Butler, 
the  naval  forces  under  Admirals  Lee  and  Porter;  10,000  land  forces 
left  Fortress  Monroe  at  same  time  for  New  Berne. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 

Brigadier-General  Hebert, 

Smithville ,  [A.  C.] 


[Telegx-am.] 

Richmond,  [ December ]  19,  [1864]. 
(Received  at  Mobile,  December  24.) 

Congratulate  you  on  your  safe  arrival.  When  ready  to  come  on, 
regard  this  as  an  order  to  report  to  Department. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Captain  R.  Semmes,  C.  S.  Navy. 


Letter  from  Flan- Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  regarding  the  transfer  of  Lieutenant  Alexander, 
C.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  19,  1864. 
Sir  :  I  have  this  day  detached  First  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Alexander 
from  this  vessel  and  ordered  him  to  the  command  of  the  gunboat  Beau¬ 
fort,  which  I  request  may  be  confirmed  by  the  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  C.  S.  Navy  Dept.,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Wilmington,  December  20,  1864 — 10  a.m. 
The  head  of  the  enemy’s  fleet  arrived  olf  this  point  last  night.  Over 
thirty  steamers  are  now  assembling  and  more  are  following. 

B.  Bragg. 

Colonel  John  B.  Sale, 

Richmond,  Ya. 

[Copies  sent  to  the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  Adjutant- 
General.] 
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Proclamation  of  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  calling  all  citizens  to 
military  duty  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington. 

•  ^^h^eas  the  long-expected  attack  upon  our  only  remaining1  seaport 

othTnS  *,?  be  “ad*’  a“d  T  State  is  als»  Mkely  ‘o  be  IrSilt 

unknown  ami  unregarded  !d  °"  m<!rCy  civilizatio1'  are  a,ik® 

S  |be.orginized  forces  of  tire  State  already  ordered  to  the 
tr  out  may  still  be  insufficient  to  roll  back  the  tide  which  threatens  us 

ltli  woise  than  death,  and  to  drive  from  our  doors  a  fate  horrible  to 
contemplate: 

low,  therefore,  I,  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  governor  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  relying  upon  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  her  citizens,  do 
issue  this,  my  proclamation,  commanding  and  adjuring  all  good  peo¬ 
ple,  whether  by  law  subject  to  military  duty  or  not,  who  may  be  able 
to  stand  behind  breastworks  and  fire  a  musket,  of  all  ages  and  condi- 
10ns,  to  rally  at  once  to  the  defense  of  their  country  and  hurry  to  Wil¬ 
mington  ;  and  1  do  appeal  to  every  man  who  has  the  spirit  of  a  freeman 
in  his  bosom,  who  has  a  spark  of  fire  or  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  the  heroes 
ot  the  great  army  of  the  great  captain  in  his  veins,  to  come  and  come 
at  once,  ihe  man  who  hangs  back  now  because  the  law  does  not  com¬ 
pel  him  to  go,  and  consoles  himself  with  the  much-abused  and  mean- 
spirited  plea  that  he  can  be  more  useful  at  home,  will  find  it  hard  to 
make  us  believe  that  he  is  not  pleading  the  cause  of  cowardice  or  dis¬ 
loyalty.  The  country  needs  their  help  now,  and  that  help  must  be 
given  in  the  hour  of  distress,  or  they  must  own  that  their  souls  are  only 
fitted  to  enjoy  the  freedom  purchased  with  other  men’s  blood.  For  a 
few  days  all  men  physically  able  are  needed  at  the  front,  and  especially 
do  we  need  the  example  of  all  those  who  aforetime  panted  for  the  fray 
while  it  was  yet  at  a  distance,  and  snuffed  the  battle  while  it  was  yet 
atar  off.  Let  every  man  physically  able,  then,  hurry  with  his  blanket 
to  V\  llmmgton,  where  arms  and  rations  will  be  furnished,  and  let  those 
left  behind  mount  themselves  and  patrol  their  counties,  looking  after 
the  women  and  children  and  preserving  order.  Your  governor  will 
meet  you  at  the  front  and  will  share  with  you  the  worst. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  great  seal  of  the  State. 

Done  at  our  city  of  Raleigh  on  December  20,  1864. 

[L.  S.] 

By  the  Governor:  Zebulon  B.  Vance. 

M.  S.  Bobins, 

Private  Secretary. 


Order  of  Major-General  Whiting ,  G.  S.  Army,  to  Captain  James,  C.  S. 

Army,  to  sink  the  steamer  North  Heath  as  an  obstruction  in  New  Inlet. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington ,  December  21,  1864. 

Captain  :  J  wish  you  to  take  the  disabled  blockade-running  steamer 
North  Heath  and,  removing  what  is  valuable  on  her  and  readily  taken 
out,  tow  her  to  the  INew  Inlet  Rip  to  serve  as  an  obstruction.  You  will 
be  careful  to  have  an  experienced  pilot  to  designate  the  best  place  to 
lay  the  ship.  Great  care  should  be  taken  to  sink  her  in  such  a  position 
as  to  make  the  channel  impracticable,  at  the  same  time  interfering  as 
little  as  possible  with  the  flow  of  the  current.  She  must  not  be  put 
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athwart  channel,  bat  with  her  stern  and  stem  nearly  with  the  How  of 
the  tide  I  think  she  could  be  placed  .just  beyond  the  Rip  so  as  to  be 
a  fixture  and  yet  thoroughly  to  block  the  entrance.  You  will  request 

the  assistance  of  Lieutenant  Chapman,  commanding 
I  wish  this  executed  at  once.  In  addition  you  will  take 
log-  instructions  which  are  ready  and  have  Keith  place  them  to  com 
nletely  block  the  Rip.  Examine  the  old  passage  near  Zeek  s  Island 
that  may  need  some  work.  Let  Captain  Kerrigan  prepare  his  self¬ 
acting  torpedoes,  and  as  soon  as  the  North  Heath  is  placed  put  fifteen 
or  twenty  in  the  Vicinity.  Care  should  be  taken  not  to  interfere  with 
the  galvanic  torpedoes  laid  down  by  Lieutenant  Jones. 

’  Very  respectfully,  w  H.  0.  Wh.ting, 

Major-  General . 


Captain  -Iambs, 

Chief  Engineer , 


Wilmington. 


[First  endorsement.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  the  general  commanding  department  tor 

aPTheVmeasure  is  essential  to  the  defeuse  and  has  long  been  contem¬ 
plated.  There  can  be  no  security  against  the  passage  of  fleets  without 
obstructions,  and  no  consideration  should  be  allowed  to  interfere  with 
the  execution  of  the  same.  The  major-general  commanding  the  district 
and  charged  with  the  defenses  of  Wilmington  would  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  refer  this  measure,  but  would  execute  it  at  ouce,  did  it  not 
require  the  approval  of  a  department  commander.  The  means  pro¬ 
posed  are  the  most  ready,  the  most  effectual,  and  the  most  easily  got 
rid  of  when  required. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General . 

[Second  endorsement.] 

Office  of  Naval  Constructor, 

Wilmington ,  December  21 ,  1864. 

I  consider  the  obstructions  herein  ordered  to  be  essential  to  the 
security  of  the  river. 

R.  F.  Pinkney, 

Captain ,  etc. 

[Third  endorsement.] 


Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington ,  December  21 ,  1864. 


Approved. 

By  order  of  General  Bragg : 

Major  and  Acting 


F.  S.  Parker, 
Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Letter  from  Major-General  Whiting ,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag- Officer  Finhney, 
C.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  a  vessel  for  obstructing  New  Inlet. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmington ,  December  23 ,  1864. 

Flag-Officer:  The  general  commanding  having  declined  to  seize 
any  British  vessel  for  obstructing  the  Rip,  can  we  have  the  Ghicka,- 
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mauga  for  that  purpose,  or  the  Arctic t  I  am  not  satisfied  at  all  that 
the  Arctic  will  answer  as  an  obstruction,  but  she  should  be  used  if 
nothing  else  presents.  If  so,  will  you  have  her  sent  down  to-day  and 
properly  anchored  by  Lieutenant  Chapman.  I  greatly  regret  that  I 
can  not  have  any  of  the  blockade-running  steamers  in  a" matter  of  such 
vital  importance. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney,  Major  General. 

Comdg.  G.  S.  Naval  Forces ,  North  Carolina,  Present. 


Order  of  Major-General  Whiting ,  C.  8.  Army,  to  Colonel  Lamb,  C  8 
Army,  enjoining  a  strict  watch  upon  the  movements  of  the  enemy. 


Wilmington,  December  23,  1864. 

Can  you  put  a  picket  or  lookout  on  the  Condor ,  or  can  you  have  a 
boat-moving  picket,  in  case  of  an  attempt  to  run  in'?  Am  more  afraid 
ot  that  way  ot  attack  than  any  other.  You  should  have  your  light 
battery  placed  before  night  for  sweeping  the  beach  from  inside  the 
breakers  toward  the  Mound.  •  I  send  reinforcements  to-day  and  will 
get  more  to-morrow  if  you  are  all  right  to-night.  Keep  a  good  lookout 
Cepe  nd  upon  it,  the  enemy  will  not  try  to  pass  [with]  their  fleet  except 
the  troops  are  m  front  and  lead  the  way  in  the  dark,  when  it  would  be 
easy. 


Colonel  Lamb, 

Fort  Fisher. 


W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Fisher, 
December  23,  1864 — 4:30  p.  m. 

A  lookout  can  not  stay  on  Condor  at  high  tide.  I  have  no  boat  fit  to 
picket  the  bar.  The  Equator,  moving  between  Mound  and  bar,  could 
prevent  a  surprise.  Where  is  the  bread  which  was  to  be  sent?  I  have 
only  a  supply  to  31st.  Please  send  hard-tack. 


Major  Hill. 


Lamb, 

Colonel. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Fisher,  December  28,  1864. 

The  Fry  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Chickamauga.  She  is  entire. 
Four  miles  below  the  bar.  It  will  not  do  to  send  her  out.  Please  let 
Ward  bring  the  governor  and  myself  up  to  town.  Answer  at  once. 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 


Flag-Officer  Pinkney. 
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[Telegram.] 

Fort  Fisher,  December  28, 1864 — 7 p.  m. 

I  will  go  over  to  Smitliville  in  Ghiclcamauga  and.  bring  Captain  Fry 
and  people  up  to  city.  Your  dispatch  was  misunderstood. 

1  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Major-  General. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney. 


Letter  from  General  Bragg,  C.  S.Army,  to  Blag- Officer  Pinkney,  C.  8.  Navy, 
reguesting  cooperation  in  securing  the  cargo  and  machinery  of  the 
steamer  Agnes  Fry. 

Headquarters  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

Wilmington,  December  29,  1864. 

Sir:  Information  has  been  received  that  the  cargo  and  machinery  of 
the  Agnes  Fry ,  aground  below  Fort  Campbell,  can  be  saved,  though 
the  ship  must  probably  be  lost.  I  beg  to  request  that  you  will  cooperate 
with  General  Hebert  with  such  means  as  may  be  at  your  disposal  in 
securing  the  valuable  property  on  board  of  this  steamer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Braxton  Bragg. 

Flag-Officer  Pinkney, 

Wilmington. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Second  Assistant  Engineer 
Bowman,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  report  for  special  service. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  26,  1864. 
Sir:  Your  offer  to  the  Department  as  a  volunteer  “  for  particular 
special  service”  is  accepted  and  you  will  report  immediately  to  the 
Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  for  orders  in  person. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Second  Asst.  Engineer  Isaac  Bowman,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

G.  S.  S.  Torpedo ,  James  River  Squadron. 

[Same  orders  given  to  Third  Assistant  Engineer  George  McLaren,  of 
the  gunboat  Drewry.] 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Shepperd,  C.  S. 
Navy,  to  assume  command  of  the  G.  S.  S.  Hampton. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  December  28,  1864. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  relieved  from  your  orders  to  the  Fredericksburg 
and  will,  on  the  1st  proximo,  relieve  Lieutenant  J.  S.  Maury  in  com- 
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rnand  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Hampton,  who  lias  been  detached  for  other 
duty,  to  take  effect  on  that  day. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieut.  Commanding  F.  E.  Shepperd,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

James  River  Squadron. 


Report  of  Major-General  Whiting,  C.  S.  Army ,  regarding  the 
the  U.  S.  monitors  in  bombardment  of  Fort.  Fisher. 

Headquarters, 

Wilmington,  [A7.  0.,]  January  1,  1865. 

Colonel  :  1  return  the  report,  herewith  with  the  correction,  and  my 
thanks  for  indicating  the  error.  I  have  also  taken  the  occasion  to 
arrange  the  figures  [sic]  to  1,500  yards  in  the  estimate  of  the  distance 
ot  the  monitors  the  second  day.  This  solely  from  examination  of  the 
sketch  with  soundings,  which  showed  they  might  have  come  that  near. 

I  am  endeavoring  to  locate  the  fleet  on  the  sketch,  and  if  the  general 
desires,  will  have  a  sketch  made  to  accompany  the  report,  showing  the 
point  of  lauding,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

T  .  Major-General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Headquarters,  Dept,  of  North  Carolina. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Captain  Mason ,  C.  S. 

Army,  requesting  a  supply  of  small  chain. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  J anuary  3, 1865. 

Captain  :  I  am  desirous  of  procuring  about  1,000  feet  of  small  chain 
to  be  used  tor  our  ironclads  as  protections  from  torpedo  boats.  All  that 
was  available  at  the  command  of  the  Navy  Department  has  been  sent 
to  W  ilmington,  N.  C.,  and  I  am  thus  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to 
you  to  know  if  your  Department  can  furnish  me  with  the  requisite 
quantity.  Such  chains  as  were  used  for  cables  of  the  vessels  recently 
sunk  on  Kingsland  Bar  will  be  the  appropriate  size.  If  you  have  any 
to  spare  and  will  let  me  have  it,  it  will  do  us  a  great  service  and  much 
oblige. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  Chas.  T.  Mason,  C.  S.  Army, 

Drewrfs  Bluff. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  commanding  officer  at 
Battery  Semmes ,  regarding  means  for  transmission  of  information. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

Jamies  River  Squadron,  January  4, 1865. 
Sir:  Tours  of  this  date,  communicating  information  of  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy  on  the  Dutch  Gfap  Canal  has  been  received,  for  which 


790  NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON. 

I  am  much,  obliged  to  you,  and  thank  you  for  your  offer  to  keep  me 
advised  of  everything  that  occurs  of  any  importance. 

Our  patrol  and  steam  torpedo  picket  boats  visit  our  lower  obstruc¬ 
tions  at  Bishop’s  about  every  half  hour  during  the  night,  which  afford 
a  ready  means  for  the  transmission  promptly  of  any  communication  you 
may  have  to  make.  I  beg  that  you  will  let  the  commanding  officer  ot 
General  Pickett’s  line  in  your  vicinity  know  that  I  will  be  glad  it  be 
will  avail  himself  of  these  means  should  lie  desire  to  communicate  with 
the  squadron  or  Chaffin’s  Bluff'  at  any  time. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant-Commanding  W.  L.  Bradford,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Naval  Batteries ,  Battery  Semmes. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy,  forwarding  correspondence 
regarding  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar ,  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  5 ,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  for  the  information  of  the 
Department  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  between  Brigadier-General 
W.  H.  Stevens  and  myself  respecting  the  obstructions  in  Kingsland 
Beach,  James  Biver,  viz: 

Brigadier-General  Stevens  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  December  31, 
1864.* 

Flag-Officer  Mitchell  to  Brigadier- General  Stevens,  December  31, 
1864. 

Flag-Officer  Mitchell  to  Brigadier-General  Stevens,  January  4,  1865. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  Janies  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  B.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond ,  Va. 

[Enclostires.] 

Flagship  Virginia, 

Janies  River  Squadron ,  December  31,  1864. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  this  date  relative  to  the  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar. 

As  you  express  a  desire  for  an  early  reply,  I  will  at  once  state  what 
appears  to  be  the  most  material  point  to  be  reached,  that  1  think  it 
advisable  to  retain  the  obstructions. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  communication  this  morning  I  sent  on 
board  of  the  steamer  Allison,  when  she  passed  down  with  a  flag  of 
truce,  three  of  our  pilots,  with  instructions  to  note  carefully  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  the  sunken  vessels  aud  observe  the  current.  Pilot  Wood,  in 
whom  I  have  great  confidence,  reports  that  hulk  No.  2,  south  of  the 
buoy  or  channel,  has  slewed  round  so  as  to  lie  up  and  down  the  stream; 
that  No.  4  has  drifted  about  50  yards  down,  and  that  the  current  was 
running  through  the  channel  gap  at  the  rate  of  about  5  knots  and  set¬ 
ting  nearly  directly  through.  No  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  pas- 
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sage  of  the  Allison ,  and  he  expresses  his  willingness  to  undertake  to 
run  the  ironclads  through  whenever  an  occasion  shall  arise  for  their 
operations  below. 

This  desirable  change  in  the  set  of  the  current  through  the  passage 
or  gap  is  perhaps  due  to  the  change  in  the  positions  of  hulks  if  os.  2 
and  4,  by  which  the  water  escapes  more  freely  south  of  the  channel, 
thereby  lessening  the  force  of  the  current  and  its  deflection  diagonally 
over  to  the  north  shore  across  the  gap. 

I  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  reply  more  fully  to  your  communication. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Stevens,  C.  S.  Army, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  Northern  Virginia, 

Care  of  Capt.  Chas.  T.  Mason,  C.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  Drewrfs  Bluff. 


Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  near  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  January  4,  1865. 

General  :  On  the  31st  ultimo  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  partially  to 
your  communication  of  the  same  date,  in  which  I  expressed  the  opinion 
that  it  is  desirable  to  retain  the  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar.  I  also 
gave  the  result  of  the  observations  of  three  of  our  pilots  on  that  day 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  channel  and  the  change  in  the  positions  of 
two  of  the  sunken  hulks. 

Having  done  me  the  honor  to  invite  me  to  make  any  suggestions  I 
can  give  on  the  subject,  I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  views : 

As  the  set  now  of  the  current  through  the  channel  gap  appears,  from 
the  report  of  the  pilots,  so  nearly  direct  as  to  relieve  them  of  any  seri¬ 
ous  apprehensions  in  passing  with  our  ironclads,  the  current  is  to  be 
regarded  more  with  reference  to  its  velocity  so  far  as  it  may  operate 
against  the  return  of  our  vessels  above  the  obstructions  after  they  may 
have  passed  below  them.  It  has  been  in  the  two  recent  freshets  so 
strong  as  to  render  it  advisable  for  several  nights  not  to  send  some  of 
our  gunboats  below  on  patrol  service  for  fear  they  would  not  be  able 
to  stem  it  on  their  return  through  the  channel  gap.  It  is,  therefore, 
very  desirable  to  avoid  doing  anything  that  would  augment  the  current, 
if,  indeed,  we  can  not  do  anything  to  diminish  it. 

The  bed  of  the  river  from  the  channel  over  to  the  south  shore  is 
rocky  and  so  shallow  and  uneven  as,  at  high  tide  at  the  ordinary  stages 
of  the  river,  to  be  impracticable  for  any  of  the  enemy’s  formidable 
ironclads,  and  if  during  heavy  freshets  there  should  be  a  sufficient 
depth  of  water  for  them,  they  would  be  unable,  in  all  probability,  to 
stem  the  strong  current  that  would  be  running  down.  Hence  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  unnecessary  to  place  obstructions  in  that  part  of  the  river, 
for  the  reason  that  the  current  through  the  channel  gap  is  thereby 
augmented  and  consequently  restricts  our  own  vessels  in  the  use  of  it, 

in  proportion  to  its  velocity.  . 

As  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  under  present  cir¬ 
cumstances  to  remove  those  hulks  already  sunk  south  of  the  channel, 
it  is  not  proposed  to  make  the  attempt.  I  would,  however,  suggest  that 
no  more  be  placed  there,  but  that  the  obstructions  on  the  north  side  m 
the  deep  water  be  made  as  compact  and  as  strong  as  practicable. 
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The  euemy,  with  his  large  naval  establishment  and  unlimited  trans¬ 
portation,  has,  in  all  his  expeditions  against  us,  appeared  in  such  over¬ 
whelming  force  as  to  render  a  successful  resistance  on  the  part  of  ours 
utterly  out  of  the  question,  as  witness  his  operations  on  the  Mississippi 
from  New  Orleans  up,  and  more  recently  at  Mobile.  Would  he  be 
likely  to  do  less  on  the  James  in  any  naval  enterprise  he  undertakes 
against  usf  Surely  not,  and  we  can  never  hope  to  encounter  him  on 
anything  like  equal  terms,  except  from  accident.  It  behooves  us, 
therefore,  to  bring  to  our  aid  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  oppose  his 
monitors  in  any  advance  they  may  attempt  up  the  river.  The  most 
reliable  must  be  permanent  obstructions  of  the  character  of  those  at 
Drewry’s  Bluff,  and  on  Kingsland  Bar,  covered,  of  course,  by  heavy 
land  batteries,  with  the  adjunct  of  torpedoes  in  every  possible  way  in 
which  they  can  be  made  effective.  Our  own  ironclads  will  be  expected 
to  take  a  part,  not  only  in  opposing  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  but  held 
in  readiness  to  move  and  act  in  any  direction  whenever  an  opportunity 
offers  to  strike  a  blow. 

The  obstructions  of  spars  and  torpedoes  at  Bishop’s  limit  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  our  vessels  below  to  that  point;  above  it,  except  in  freshets, 
our  ironclads  may  operate  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  by  means 
of  pontoons  and  boats,  exposed,  however,  to  the  Are  of  his  land  bat¬ 
teries,  to  the  hazard  of  submerged  torpedoes  and  small  torpedo  boats, 
which  he  will  be  able  to  place  in  the  river  whenever  it  may  suit  his 
purposes  or  plans. 

These  are  considerations  which  must  render,  in  a  degree,  the  effect¬ 
ive  cooperation  of  our  naval  force  unreliable  where  the  enemy  holds, 
as  he  now  does,  the  north  bank  of  the  river  below  Chaffin’s  Bluff',  to 
which  must  be  added  the  ordinary  difficulties  of  navigation  in  thick, 
dark  weather. 

Ihe  fact  must  not  be  overlooked  that  whatever  we  may  be  .able 
to  do  to  oppose  the  operations  of  the  enemy  on  the  river,  he  also  will 
be  able  to  do  to  oppose  ours  whenever  he  holds  one  bank;  that  with 
his  immense  resources  he  will  certainly  not  be  found  behind  us  in  his 
appliances,  and  that  having  the  same  or  equal  opportunities,  with  his 
superior  means  and  invariable  practice,  we  will  always  have  to  con¬ 
tend  with  a  superior  force;  therefore  my  professional  pride  must  yield 
to  my  professional  judgment,  by  saying  that  our  naval  force  alone  is 
inadequate  to  oppose  successfully  that  which  the  enemy  will,  in  all 
probability,  bring  against  us. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I  have  only  to  add  that  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  obstructions  in  the  channel  (or  on  the  bar)  of  Kingsland 
Reach  should  be  retained,  keeping  a  passage  through  them  for  our 
ironclads,  but  ready  to  be  closed  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  expe¬ 
dient  to  do  so. 

As  your  communication  contains  views  and  wishes  of  General  R.  E. 
Lee  on  the  subject,  I  beg  that  you  will  communicate  to  him  such  por¬ 
tions  ot  my  reply  as  you  may  think  will  interest  or  be  acceptable  to 
him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 
Brigadier-General  W.  H.  Stevens, 

Chief  Engineer  Army  Northern  Virginia ,  near  Drewrfs  Bluff. 
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Instructions  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  0.  S.  Navy,  to  Commander  Bootes, 

C.  8.  Navy ,  regarding  duties  of  vessels  in  connection  with  the  raising  of 

the  schooner  Oallego. 

Flagship  V irginia,  January  5,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  visit  Richmond  to  morrow  on  duty  with  the  Department,  and 
go  up  in  the  Torpedo. 

The  guard  vessel,  the  Richmond,  will  commence  to-morrow  to  take 
up  her  regular  position  above  our  booms  at  8  a.  m.,  where  she  will 
remain  until  next  morning  and  will  proceed  by  7  a.  m.  to  relieve  the 
Fredericksburg  at  the  pontoon  bridge  and  take  charge  of  the  duties 
connected  with  the  Gallego. 

The  Fredericksburg  will  proceed  up  the  river  early  to-morrow  and 
anchor  just  below  the  pontoon  bridge  by  7  a.  m.  She  will  furnish  all 
the  men  aud  assistance  required  for  the  Gallego  during  the  next  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  will  be  relieved  by  the  Richmond  when  she  comes  off 
guard. 

The  Virginia  will  have  the  guard  on  Saturday,  the  7th,  and  will,  on 
Sunday,  the  8th,  relieve  the  Richmond  at  the  pontoon  bridge  and  attend 
upon  the  Gallego. 

By  this  arrangement  all  the  assistance  required  from  the  squadron 
will  be  furnished  from  one  ironclad  detailed  and  placed  in  a  convenient 
position  for  the  express  purpose. 

The  Drewry  is  detailed  to  attend  upon  the  Gallego. 

During  my  absence  please  see  that  this  arrangement  is  carried  out. 

The  patrol  vessels  and  picket  boats,  instead  of  leaving  at  the  hour 
of  5 : 30  p.  in.,  will  commence  their  trips  as  soon  after  sunset  as  it  may 
be  dark  enough  not  to  be  observed  from  the  enemy’s  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  Thos.  R.  Rootes, 

Commanding  Ironclad  Fredericksburg,  James  River  Squadron. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  lieutenant  Trigg ,  C.  8. 

Navy,  to  proceed  to  Richmond  for  special  duty  under  Lieutenant 

Kennon,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  12,  1865. 

Sir:  You  will,  with  Midshipman  Johnson,  take  charge  of  the  20  men 
detailed  from  the  Virginia,  Fredericksburg,  and  Richmond  for  special 
duty,  and  proceed  to  Richmond  with  all  dispatch  and  report  at  the 
naval  ordnance  works  to  Lieutenant  B.  Kennon,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

The  men  are  to  be  provided  with  two  blankets  each,  no  change  of 
clothing,  with  fifteen  days’  rations,  cutlass,  and  pistol,  and  two  rounds 
of  ammunition.  The  provisions  will  all  be  supplied  from  the  Virginia. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Daniel  Trigg,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 

P.  S. — Second  Assistant  Engineer  Bowman  is  absent  on  detached 
service  and  passed  Midshipman  Hunter  is  at  Battery  Semmes,  not 
under  my  command. 

Respectfully,  etc., 

J.  K.  M., 

Flag-  Officer. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau 
of  Orders  and  Detail, regarding  men  for  special  service  under  Lieutenant 
Kennon ,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  13,  1865. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  11th  instant,  I  sent 
yesterday  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Daniel  Trigg,  Midshipman  Bartlett 
S.  Johnson  (volunteers),  and  20  men  from  the  squadron  to  report  to 
Lieutenant  B.  Kennon  at  the  naval  ordnance  works  for  temporary  duty. 

Your  order  said  nothing  about  the  equipment  of  the  party  beyond 
the  fifteen  days’  rations,  but  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Kennon  they 
were  furnished  with  a  revolver  and  cutlass,  each,  and  blankets. 

Annexed  is  a  list  of  the  party  sent  from  my  command,  and  the  names 
of  the  vessels  to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

The  men  were  selected  by  Lieutenant  Kennon  to  the  extent  he  deemed 
proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Enclosure.] 

List  of  officers  and  men  sent  from  the  James  River  Squadron,  to  report  to  Lieutenant  II. 
Kennon,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S.,  at  the  naval  ordnance  works  in  Richmond,  for  tempo¬ 
rary  duty,  in  pursuance  of  orders  from  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  dated  January  11, 
1865. 


C.  S.  Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  below  Chaffin'’ s  Bluff,  January  13, 1865. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Vessels  to  which 
attached. 

Daniel  Trigg . 

Virginia. 

Dm 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Fredericksburg. 

Do'. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Richmond. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Bartlett  S.  Johnson . 

P.  .1  urlge . 

M.  A.  Tharpe . 

F.  Severe . . . 

N.  Else . . . 

J.  Driscoll . 

J.  McCarty . . 

H.  C.  Cunningham . 

A.Lamphere . 

James  Hannon . 

William  Morris . 

William  Patterson . 

J.  B.  McCann . 

Ephraim  Young . 

J.  N.  Collins  ...” . 

Silas  Gaskill . 

J.  K.  Wilson . 

J. .  .Joynes . 

Charles  Sumners . 

Richard  Johnson . 

F.  A.  Ober . 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va 


NORTH  ATLANTIC  BLOCKADING  SQUADRON.  795 

Letter  from  Flap -Officer  Mitchell  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Lieutenant  Wharton, 

C.  S.  Navy,  naming  volunteers  for  special  service  under  his  command. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  13,  1S65. 

Sir  :  The  following  officers  and  men  attached  to  this  squadron  having 
volunteered  for  temporary  special  service  under  your  command,  you 
are  hereby  authorized  to  call  upon  their  respective  commanding  officers 
for  them,  whenever  you  may  require  their  services,  viz: 

Lieutenant  R.  R.  Stiles,  C.  S.  ironclad  Riclmiond y  Third  Assistant 
Engineer  E.  J.  Dunigan,  G.  S.  ironclad  Richmond ;  Charles  Skinner, 
landsman,  C.  S.  ironclad  Richmond ;  J.  J.  Culbertson,  landsman,  C.  S. 
ironclad  Fredericksburg ;  Thomas  Nelson,  ordinary  seaman,  C.  S.  iron¬ 
clad  Fredericksburg ;  M.  Dornat,  landsman,  C.  S.  ironclad  Virginia. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  A.  D.  Wharton,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Richmond,  V  a,. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  a  board  of  officers,  for  the 

examination  of  Kingsland  Bar. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  14,  1S65. 

Gentlemen  :  Be  pleased  to  make  a  careful  examination  as  soon  as 
practicable  of  the  obstructions  on  Kingsland  Bar  and  report  to  me  m 
writing  any  changes  you  may  discover  in  the  location  ot  the  sunken 
vessels,  and  buoy  the  channel,  sounding,  etc. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag -Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  F.  E.  Shepperd. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  B.  Butt. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  W.  H.  Wall. 

Pilot  Edward  Moore. 

Pilot  Samuel  Wood. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  regarding  transfers  of  command. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  14,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  temporarily  transferred  Lieutenant  F.  E.  Shepperd  from 
the  command  of  the  gunboat  Hampton  to  the  command  ot  the  ironclad 
Fredericksburg  during  the  absence  of  Commander  T.  B.  Bootes,  sent  to 

tbI  hav^atso  tmnporarily  transferred  Lieutenant  J.  D.  Wilson  from  the 
ironclad  Virginia  to  the  command  of  the  C.  S.  gunboat  Hampton. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  jervant, |yllTCHELL 

Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy,  ,  7  -n- 

1  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond ,  l  a. 
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Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  0.  S  Navy ,  to  Brigadier-  General  Alex¬ 
ander,  G.  S.  Army,  regarding  torpedo  boats  in  Proctor’s  Creek. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  15,  1865. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com¬ 
munication  of  the  7th  instant,  suggesting  the  stationing  of  torpedo 
boats  in  Proctor’s  Creek.  I  feel  gratified  at  the  interest  thus  mani¬ 
fested  in  the  operations  of  our  forces,  and  shall  always  be  glad  to 
receive  any  suggestions  that  may  occur  to  you  at  any  time. 

I  some  time  since  had  all  the  boats  belonging  to  the  squadron  that 
are  suitable  fitted  for  the  torpedo  service,  and  ascertained  that  Proc- 
toi  s  Creek,  in  all  probability,  is  a  place  well  suited  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  assault  upon  the  enemy  under  certain  circumstances,  or 
retreating  from  him  as  might  be  advisable. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  nothing  be  done,  or  even  said  openly  of  our 
intentions,  so  that  the  enemy  may  remain  in  ignorance.  The  success 
ot  such  schemes  depends  chiefly  upon  their  secrecy. 

If  I  shall  have  men  enough  to  spare  from  our  vessels  to  man  the  tor¬ 
pedo  boats  m  the  event  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  moving  above  Bishop’s 
the  disposition  suggested  will  be  made  if  advisable  under  the  circum¬ 
stances  then  existing.  I  doubt  very  much,  however,  the  vessels  of  the 
enemy  ever  coming  up  that  far  so  long  as  we  hold  the  south  side  of 
the  river  and  can  use  the  batteries  we  now  have  in  position 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Brigadier-General  E.  P.  Alexander, 

Headquarters  A  rtillery,  First  Corps. 


Report  of  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  ejects  of  freshets 
on  the  obstructions  in  the  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

a  .  1  Chaffin’s  Bluff,  January  15,  1865. 

Sir:  The  freshet  having  nearly  subsided,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  the  squadron  rode  it,  out  without  sustaining  any  damage. 

he  small  vessels  were  of  service  in  securing  the  military  pontoon 
bndge  at  this  place  that  broke  adrift  on  the  11th,  which,  but  for  their 

reach™'1*  ’  m  aU  probablllty’  bave  beeu  swePt  below  and  beyond  our 

The  booms  placed  by  the  squadron  across  the  river  just  above  Kings 
land  Creek  were  mostly  carried  away,  but  the  logs  swung  around  and 
remain  on  the  north  shore,  and  will  probably  be  all  recovered. 

The  obstructions  of  booms  or  logs  placed  by  the  army  at  Bishop’s  I 

are  sak  ba” 

water  is  too  high  and  the  current  too  strong  to  ascertain  fullv  the 

™<U«oS  k  ""I1 

there  is  uo  dangec  t0  our  vessels  P^g 
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The  duty  of  patrolling  and  picketing  the  river  below  Kingsland  Bar 
was  partially  interrupted  when  the  freshet  was  at  its  height,  on  account 
of  the  passage  at  night  being  deemed  too  hazardous  lor  the  gunboats. 
This  service  is  now  resumed  as  usual. 

The  effect  of  the  freshet  upon  the  Oallego  appears  to  have  been  advan¬ 
tageous.  She  now  lies  in  a  more  favorable  position  for  being  raised, 
and  as  the  steam  pumps  will  be  ready  for  operation  by  to  morrow’s  low 
tide,  it  is  hoped  that  this  annoying  and  vexatious  service  will  be  termi¬ 
nated;  the  more  seriously  felt  as  the  whole  trouble  was  brought  upon 
us  from  the  want  of  a  little  foresight  in  failing  to  leave  a  watch  on  board 
of  her  at  the  time  of  her  sinking. 

I  learn  from  Major  Smith,  commanding  Battery  Dantzler,  that  the 
hawser  or  line  above  the  enemy’s  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Beach  is  car¬ 
ried  away,  and  that  the  vessel  sunk  in  the  south  channel  has  been 
carried  down  about  300  yards.  Further  changes  may  have  taken  place, 
which  will  probably  be  disclosed  when  the  river  subsides  to  its  ordinary 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  It.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Richmond,  Ya. 


Report  of  Lieutenant  Read,  C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  the  effects  of  freshet  on 
the  obstructions  in  James  River. 

Drewry’s  Bluff,  Ya.,  January  15,  1865. 
Sir  :  The  net  which  was  stretched  across  the  river  above  the  obstruc¬ 
tions  in  Trent’s  Beach  is  gone.  The  schooner  which  was  sunk  in  the 
old  channel,  on  the  south  side,  has  drifted  down  several  hundred  yards. 
The  vessel  which  was  nearest  the  north  shore  has  been  drifted  ashore 
abreast  of  her  old  position.  The  two  vessels  on  each  side  ot  the  north 
channel  have  lightened  up  by  the  stern;  their  entire  sterns  are  out  ot 
the  water;  their  bows  are  under  the  water.  There  is  no  vessel  to  be 

seen  in  the  north  channel. 

Yerv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  0.  W.  Bead. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 
regarding  the  favorable  conditions  for  an  attach  upon  the  enemy  in  James 

River. 


Confederate  States  of  America, 

Navy  Department,  Richmond,  January  16, 1864[5 ]. 

Sir  •  Since  our  interview  I  have  heard  nothing  from  you  as  to  the 
enemy’s  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Beach,  of  which  you  thought  you  would 
be  able  to  learn  the  condition.  From  Lieutenant  Bead  I  learn  that  the 
hulk  which  lay  across  the  channel  and  the  net  also  have  been  washed 
awav,  and  I  think  it  probable  that  there  is  a  passage  through  the  obstruc¬ 
tions.  I  deem  the  opportunity  a  favorable  one  for  striking  a  blow  at 
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the  enemy,  il  w’e  are  able  to  do  so.  In  a  short  time  many  of  his  ves¬ 
sels  will  have  returned  to  the  river  from  Wilmington  and  he  will  again 
perfect  his  obstructions.  If  we  can  block  the  river  at  or  below  City 
Point,  Grant  might  be  compelled  to  evacuate  his  position.  I  can  place 
additional  officers  and  men  at  your  disposal,  should  you  require  them  for 
this  great  enterprise. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  obstructions 
and  of  your  ability  to  force  your  way  through  them  with  reasonable 
certainty,  and  with  such  reasonable  certainty  as  will  justify  this 
movement. 

Should  you  move  against  the  enemy,  you  will,  of  course,  appreciate 
the  importance  of  preventing  the  discovery  of  your  design  until  its 
execution,  and  you  will  advise  General  Lee  of  your  movements  as  well 
as  the  Department. 

I  regard  an  attack  upon  the  enemy  and  the  obstructions  of  the  river 
at  City  Point,  to  cut  off  Grant’s  supplies,  as  a  movement  of  the  ffrst 
importance  to  the  country  and  one  which  should  be  accomplished  if 
possible. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  John  K.  Mitchell,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Commanding  Naval  Forces ,  James  River. 


Report  of  Flag- Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  regarding  plans  for  inspect¬ 
ing  the  condition  of  the  enemy’s  obstructions. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  16, 1865. 

Sir  :  1  had  the  honor  to  receive  to-day  your  communication  of  this 
date. 

Since  the  interview  to  which  yon  refer  the  freshet  and  the  stage  of  the 
moon  have  rendered  impracticable  the  examination  proposed  of  the 
enemy  s  obstructions.  The  condition  of  the  river  now,  however  is  such 

formakln7-  it  tW°  ^  ^  fav0rable’  as  wel1  as  the  stage  of  the  moonj 

Lieutenant  Shepperd  promptly  volunteered  for  the  service,  and 
although  suffering  from  a  bad  cold,  left  to-uiglit  and  will  be  at  How- 
lett  s  to  morrow  ready  to  avail  himself  of  the  first  favorable  condition 
ot  the  river,  weather,  and  other  circumstances  to  make  a  careful  exami- 

sp<St0U’  WlUCh  °an  be  satisfact01>y  and  reIiable  only  by  visiting  the  very 

Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read  informs  me  of  the  carrying  away  of  the  net 
above  the  obstructions  and  the  shifting  of  some  of  the  vessels.  He  does 
not  state  how  or  trom  whence  these  observations  were  made,  but  I  pre¬ 
sume  they  were  not  made  on  the  spot,  but  from  some  point  in  our  lines 
and  therefore  too  tar  to  form  a  safe  basis  for  calculation,  though  it  may 

c7„r“ef„p„“ther  Cha”ges-  Nothing  but  “ 

Although  much  in  want  of  officers,  I  have  this  day  transferred  tem- 
poranly  to  Battery  Brooke  a  master’s  mate  from  the  squadron  to  relieve 
Master  s  Mate  Matherson,  who  volunteers  to  visit  the  obstructions  him- 
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self  at  the  instance  of  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read,  who  has  confidence  in 
his  abilities  to  discharge  the  service  satisfactorily. 

Should  information  be  obtained  that  the  passage  of  these  obstruc¬ 
tions  is  practicable,  I  shall  gladly  incur  all  the  other  hazards  that  may 
attend  the  proposed  enterprise  that  promises,  if  successful,  such  bright 
results  to  our  cause. 

Since  you  have  offered  to  place  additional  officers  and  men  at  my 
disposal,  if  I  require  them,  for  this  great  enterprise,  I  would  strongly 
urge  the  necessity  of  doing  it  at  once,  as  this  squadron  is  not  efficient 
as  to  the  number  and  quality  of  its  officers  and  men,  nor  can  it  ever  be 
so  long  as  there  is  a  constant  change  going  on,  and  our  best  men 
picked  out  for  other  duties  and  their  places  left  vacant  or,  when  filled, 
supplied  with  raw  recruits.  To  expect  favorable  results  from  the  squad¬ 
ron  in  any  encounter  with  the  enemy,  the  crews  should  be  kept  full 
and  be  long  enough  on  board  to  be  properly  drilled.  To  throw  recruits 
or  new  men  on  board  just  on  the  eve  of  battle,  to  contend  with  thor¬ 
oughly  equipped  and  disciplined  forces,  is  to  put  to  hazard  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  service  and  the  public  interest.  I  therefore  earnestly  request 
that,  if  the  calls  of  the  service  permit,  the  personnel  of  the  squadron 
be  at  once  placed  on  a  proper  war  footing  and  so  maintained  without 
any  further  changes  that  may  not  be  indispensable.  I  particularly 
request  that  the  men  detailed  for  duty  with  Lieutenant  Kennon  and 
those  at  the  batteries  belonging  to  the  squadron  be  returned  as  soon  as 
possible.  In  this  connection,  I  would  invite  your  attention  to  a  com¬ 
munication  to  the  Office  of  Orders  and  Detail  of  the  10th  instant,  and 
one  of  the  13th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of  one  to  me  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Dunnington  on  this  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  Fiver  Squadron. 

Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy ,  Richmond ,  Va. 


Report  of  Brigadier-General  Hebert ,  C.  8.  Army ,  regarding  the  operations 

of  the  enemy. 

Fort  Anderson,  [January]  18 , 1865 — 5:40  p.  m. 

The  enemy  seem  to  have  landed  at  Battery  Lamb  and  burned  quar¬ 
ters;  have  sent  a  detachment  to  meet  them.  One  vessel  off  Battery 
Lamb  and  only  one  more  apparently  inside  the  Rip  by  Rew  Inlet. 
The  telegraph  line  between  Sugar  Loaf  and  myself  is  broken.  At  10 
o’clock  this  morning  it  is  reported  that  enemy  landed  at  Smithville  in 
small  boats  and  took  possession.  Small  arms  firing  heard  in  direction 
of  Sugar  Loaf.  I  have  no  communication  from  General  Hoke.  Last 
information  received  from  Colonel  [C.  H.j  Simonton  is  that  he  was  mov¬ 
ing  to  this  point  on  the  Georgetown  road.  I  have  received  to-day  the 
Twenty-seventh  South  Carolina  Regiment.  I  have  visited  Major- 
General  Hoke  to  day.  I  can  not  assist  him  nor  can  he  assist  me.  I 
will  await  your  orders  or  act  in  emergency. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General . 

Colonel  Archer  Anderson. 
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[Telegram.] 

Sugar  Loaf,  [N.  0.],  [ January }  18, 1865. 
The  enemy  seem  to  fear  getting  on  torpedoes.  I  wish  very  much  we 
could  get  some  in  the  river.  The  explosion  of  one  would  keep  the  oth¬ 
ers  out. 

E.  F.  Hoke, 

Major-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson. 


[Endorsement.] 


I  have  telegraphed  him  we  are  sending  Lieutenant  Jones  down. 

A.  A. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail  regarding  the  floating  of  the  schooner  G allego. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  19,  1865. 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  state  for  the  information  of  the  Department  that 
the  schooner  Gallego  was  gotten  afloat  last  night  and  was  this  morning 
returned  to  Captain  Charles  T.  Mason,  C.  S.  Engineer  Corps,  stationed 
at  Drewry’s  Bluff. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  S.  Navy  Department,  Richmond,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 


Sugar  Loaf,  [N.  C.],  [January]  19,  1865— 2:25  p.  m. 

There  are  no  steamers  here.  The  enemy’s  boats  inside  the  Eip  and 
seem  to  be  moving  up  their  infantry. 


Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


E.  F.  Hoke, 
Major-  General. 


[Telegram.] 


Sugar  Loaf,  [N.  C.],  January  19,  1865 — 2:45  p.  m. 
The  enemy,  I  think,  will  attack  with  their  boats  from  the  river  and 
sea  and  then  move  upon  us  with  infantry.  Masouboro  should  be  care 
rally  looked  to. 


Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


E.  F.  Hoke, 
Major-  General. 
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Sugar  Loaf,  [N.  0.],  January  19,  1865. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  the  enemy  will  fight  to-day. 

R.  F.  Hoke, 
Major-General. 

Colonel  Anderson. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  19,  1865 — 12  m. 
Some  five  vessels  of  enemy  are  inside  and  apparently  moving  to  attack. 
Major-General  Hoke  just  left  me  to  return  to  Sugar  Loaf. 

General  Hebert. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  [N.  C.],  January  19,  1865 — 6  p.  m. 
The  fleet  has  not  yet  advanced  from  Battery  Lamb.  Firing  still 
going  on  east.  Heavy  artillery  firing  slowly.  No  change  in  the  fleet 
below. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  [N.  C.],  January  19,  1865 — 3  p.  m. 

One  small  vessel  of  the  fleet  came  up  the  river  to  within  about  1J 
miles  of  the  fort,  and  is  returning  to  the  fleet  off  Battery  Lamb.  No 
doubt  she  was  reconnoitering.  Colonel  Simonton,  with  his  command, 
has  just  reported. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  19, 1865 — 3:15  p.  m. 

The  fleet  inside  are  now  apparently  moving  up. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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[Telegram.]  v 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron ,  January  20,  1865. 
Can  I  have  the  temporary  services  of  Boatswain  Gauley  for  a  special 
purpose?  No  one  else  will  answer. 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  IS.  S.  Lee, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail. 


[Telegram.] 


Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  20,  1865. 

I  want  14  lieutenants  and  masters,  10  midshipmen  or  master’s  mates, 
3  boatswains,  2  carpenters,  and  120  men. 


Captain  S.  iS.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Navy  Department. 


John  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Major  Milligan,  G.  S. 

Army,  requesting  reliable  information  regarding  the  disposition  of  the 

enemy's  force  in  the  James  River. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  20,  1865. 

Major  :  I  am  desirous  of  obtaining  information  as  to  the  number  and 
disposition  of  the  enemy’s  ironclads,  guuboats,  armed  transports,  tor¬ 
pedo  boats,  and  vessels  generally  on  the  James,  and  therefore  request 
that  you  will  favor  me  with  all  the  reliable  information  you  have  and 
may  obtain  from  time  to  time  on  the  subject,  which  [you]  may  feel  at 
liberty  to  communicate. 

It  may  be  of  great  importance  to  us  to  obtain  the  information  asked 
for,  and  your  compliance  with  the  request  will  greatly  oblige, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major  James  F.  Milligan, 

Signal  Corps ,  Petersburg,  Va. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  20,  1865 — 5:45  a.  m. 
Things  are  still  quiet  up  to  this  time.  I  expect,  however,  that  the 
fleet  wiii  move  up  to-day.  I  most  respectfully  desire  to  say  that  if  they 
chose  to  steam  by  I  have  not  the  means  to  stop  them.  In  that  event 
I  would  like  to  have  some  directions  as  to  my  after  course. 

Louis  Hebert, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General , 
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Sugar  Loaf,  January  20,  I860 — 10  a.  m. 

Two  more  deserters  have  come  in.  Their  statements  all  agree.  JSTo 
reinforcements  have  arrived,  hut  have  been  sent  after.  All  of  their 
ironclads  and  monitors  have  gone  to  Charleston.  A  magazine  exploded 
in  Fort  Fisher  and  killed  and  buried  400  of  their  men.  I  heard  the 
explosion.  They  are  very  much  afraid  of  torpedoes.  We  should  fill 
the  river  with  them. 

R.  F.  Hoke, 

Major-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  20, 1865 — 1:35  p.  m. 
All  quiet  up  to  this  hour.  Fleet  inside  still  laying  near  and  below 
Battery  Lamb.  I  have  sent  an  officer  to  investigate  about  ironclads 
or  monitors,  and  will  report  as  promptly  as  possible. 

Louis  Hebert, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Unofficial  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell, 
G.  S.  Navy ,  urging  immediate  operations  against  the  enemy. 

Richmond,  January  21, 1865. 

Dear  Sir  :  Though  still  very  ill,  my  anxiety  about  your  proposed 
movement  constrains  me  to  write  thus  to  you.  I  have  just  sent  a 
dispatch  informing  you  that  I  expect  you  to  start  to-morrow.  I  do 
this  because  convinced  that  the  enemy  must  learn  your  design  and 
may  defeat  it,  and  because  I  regard  the  service  which  I  am  so  solicitous 
about  as  of  the  utmost  interest  to  our  cause.  You  have  an  opportunity, 
I  am  convinced,  rarely  presented  to  a  naval  officer,  and  one  which  may 
lead  to  the  most  glorious  results  to  your  country.  I  deplore  that  you 
did  not  start  immediately  after  the  freshet,  and  have  deplored  the  loss 
of  every  day  since.  I  send  Commander  Wood  to  confer  as  to  details, 
and  to  tell  you  what  Captain  Lee  is  doing  for  you,  etc.  You  will,  I 
trust,  start  to-morrow,  and  may  Heaven  make  you  and  your  squadron 
an  instrument  for  the  invigoration  of  our  great  cause.  With  my  pray¬ 
ers  for  your  success, 

I  am,  very  truly,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  R.  Mallory. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell. 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  give  Read  the  command  of  all  the  small  tor- 
Dedo  boats?  I  mean  the  three  smallest, 

+  Q  P  M 
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[Telegram.] 

Chaffin’s  Bluff,  January  21,  [1865]. 

(Received  10:30  p.  m.) 

Sir  :  I  send  tliis  dispatch  just  received  at  9  p.  m. 

Jno.  McIntosh  Kell, 
Commander,  Provisional  Navy  C.  tS. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

At  Mrs.  Booker’s  Corner ,  Twelfth  and  Clay  streets. 

Your  movement  is  being  delayed  fatally,  I  fear.  Unless  you  act  at  once  action 
will  be  useless.  I  regret  you  did  not  come  up  to-day  and  advise  me  of  your  plans  in 
detail,  but  you  must  not  delay  your  movement  to  see  or  confer  with  me;  you  have 
fully  my  general  views  and  wishes,  and  you  must  act  at  once.  I  expect  you  to  move 
to-morrow.  Lieutenants  Minor,  Goodwyn,  and  Graves,  the  two  masters  Smith,  on 
torpedo  service,  Master  Williamson,  and  Lieutenant  Read  and  his  party  have  been 
ordered  to  report  to  you. 

S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  Navy. 

Flag-Officer  Jno.  K.  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commander  Naval  Forces,  etc.,  near  Chaffin’s  Bluff. 


[Telegram.] 

Richmond,  Saturday,  January  21, 1865. 

I  purpose  moving  to-morrow  (Sunday) i  night  down  the  river  to  effect, 
if  possible,  the  passage  of  the  obstructions  in  Trent’s  Reach.  I  have 
not  time  to  visit  you,  and  would  therefore  be  glad  to  meet  on  board  of 
the  flagship  or  at  Drewry’s  Bluff  any  officer  whom  you  could  appoint 
to  meet  me,  to  give  me  your  views  and  wishes  as  to  my  cooperation 
with  the  army  down  the  river  in  the  event  of  our  being  successful.  I 
would  be  glad  also  to  arrange  for  any  cooperation  which  General  Pick¬ 
ett  may  be  able  to  afford  agaiust  the  enemy’s  pickets  in  Trent’s  Reach 
as  a  preliminary  measure  to  my  movement  to-morrow  night. 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-Officer. 

General  R.  E.  Lee. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Minor ,  C.  S. 

Navy,  regarding  boat  howitzers  for  the  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  21, 1865. 

Sir:  I  am  desirous  of  having  one  or  two  heavy  boat  howitzers 
mounted  on  board  of  the  Torpedo  with  all  dispatch.  If  you  have  two, 
you  would  oblige  me  by  obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  Office  of  Ordnance 
and  Hydrography  and  haying  them  mounted.  If  you  have  none,  one 
of  those  on  board  of  the  Virginia  could  be  transferred  for  the  occasion, 
and  there  would  be  nothing  more  required  than  preparing  the  circle  or 
deck  for  its  reception  on  her  forecastle. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Lieutenant  It.  I).  Minor, 

Commanding  C.  S.  Naval  Ordnance  Works,  Richmond,  Va. 
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Letter  front  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  G.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commanding  officer  at 
Battery  Bantzler,  regarding  the  examination  of  torpedoes  planted  by 
Lieutenant  Kennon ,  C.  8.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

J antes  River  Squadron,  January  21, 1865. 
Major  :  Boatswain  Gauley  accompanies  a  party  of  8  men,  in  charge 
of  2  officers,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  for  examination,  etc.,  a  portion 
ot  the  torpedoes  planted  by  Lieutenant  Kennon  opposite  your  battery. 
You  would  do  me  a  great  favor  by  giving  Mr.  Gauley  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  and  facilities  at  your  command  necessary  for  the  execution  of  his 
instructions. 

I  am,  major,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag- Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major  F.  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Battery  Bantzler,  Howlett’s. 


[Telegram.] 

Flagship  Virginia, 

Sunday,  January  22,  [1865]. 

If  Mr.  Gauley  has  not  removed  the  torpedoes  in  the  channel  way  at 
Howlett’s,  please  tell  him  for  me  to  get  to  work  immediately  and  have 
them  taken  up  by  sunset;  that  it  must  be  done,  if  possible,  and  with¬ 
out  the  loss  of  a  moment. 

Please  inform  me  yourself  by  signal  of  the  progress  he  makes  and 
whether  the  torpedoes  have  been  disturbed  by  the  freshet. 

John  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer. 

Major  Smith, 

Commanding  Battery  Bantzler,  Howlett’s. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  21, 1865 — 10  a.  m. 
’Tis  now  so  foggy  that  nothing  of  the  fleet  can  be  observed  from  this 
point. 

Louis  HLbert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


Ijetter  from  Major-General  Pickett,  C.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell, 
C.  S.  Navy,  regarding  proposed  cooperative  movement  against  the  enemy 
in  James  River. 

Headquarters  Pickett’s  Division,  January  22, 1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegram  of 
yesterday.  It  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  be  here  in  person  during  the 
day  or  I  should  come  up  to  see  you.  I,  however,  send  Major  Charles 
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Pickett,  my  adjutant-genera.],  who  will  give  you  in  detail  the  plan  I  pro¬ 
pose  about  tbe  pickets.  1  will  also  instruct  the  batteries,  together  with 
what  field  artillery  I  can  bring  to  required  point,  to  concentrate  on  any 
of  the  enemy’s  batteries  which  might  annoy  you.  Should  you  suggest 
anything  else  in  which  I  cau  be  of  use,  please  inform  the  major  and  I 
will  gladly  adopt  your  idea. 

I  have  communicated  with  General  Lee,  asking  his  instructions  as  to 
auy  ulterior  move,  should  you  be  successful,  which  I  have  no  doubt  you 
will. 

Please  let  me  know  at  what  hour  you  propose  commenciug  your  move¬ 
ments.  Mine  must  correspond  with  yours — i.  e.,  mine  should  be  com¬ 
pleted  about  the  time  you  pass  Battery  Dantzler. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  Pickett, 

Major-  General,  Commanding. 

Flag-Officer  J.  K.  Mitchell, 

Commanding  James  River  Squadron. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy ,  to  Major- General  Pickett, 

C.  S.  Army,  regarding  enforced  postponement  of  cooperative  movement. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  22,  1865. 

General  :  I  deeply  regret  that  the  foggy  weather  will  prevent  our 
moving  down  to-night,  or,  at  least,  our  beginning  it  in  time  to  reach  the 
obstructions  in  Trent’s  Beach  at  the  proper  stage  of  the  tide  for  pass¬ 
ing  them,  if  found  practicable. 

To-morrow  night,  if  the  weather  is  sufficiently  clear  for  the  pilots  to 
see  their  way,  our  movement  will  be  made,  and  I  will  be  glad  to  have 
your  cooperation  as  agreed  upon  for  to-night. 

The  arrangement  for  to-night  of  a  courier  at  Battery  Semmes  to 
communicate  intelligence  of  our  passing  that  point  will,  I  hope,  be  con¬ 
tinued  to-morrow  night. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Major-General  Geo.  E.  Pickett,  0.  S.  Army. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Smith ,  C.  S. 
Navy,  regarding  Boatsivain  Gauley,  C.  S.  Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  22, 1865. 
Sir  :  You  will  forthwith  relieve  Boatswain  T.  Gauley,  in  charge  of 
Semmes  Submarine  Battery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  J ames  River  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  G.  W.  Smith,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  8.  Navy,  to  Acting  Master  Smith,  C.  8. 
Navy,  to  assume  temporary  command,  of  the  C.  8.  8.  Torpedo. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  22,  1865. 
Sir:  You  will  forthwith  proceed  on  board  of  the  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo 
and  relieve  Lieutenant  T.  P.  Bell  in  the  command  of  that  vessel  during 
his  sickness. 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Acting  Master  P.  W.  Smith,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  22, 1865 — 1:30  p.m. 

The  fleet  apparently  stopped  about  one-half  or  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  this  side  of  Battery  Lamb,  in  all  some  seventeen  armed  vessels, 
none  that  can  be  called  ironclads.  All  have  steam  up.  There  seems 
to  be  large  number  of  troops  collected  at  the  extreme  end  of  Confed¬ 
erate  Point.  No  change  reported  yet  on  land  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Archer  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  22,  1865 — 4 : 30  p.  m. 
At  2  p.  m.  one  vessel  of  enemy  moved  up  nearer  and  fired  seven  shots 
at  Fort  Anderson,  apparently  100-pounder  Parrott  shells.  One  struck 
warehouse  at  landing.  In  response  we  fired  six  shots  at  her  from  12- 
pounder  Whitworth.  The  vessel  has  now  retired  to  the  position  of  the 

fleet.  T  „ , 

Louis  Hebert, 

Brigadier- General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  22, 1865. 

At  this  hour  (7 : 15  p.  m.)  all  is  quiet.  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascer¬ 
tain  the  number  of  troops  which  the  enemy  may  have  landed  on  west 
side  of  river.  No  force  of  consequence  is  at  Battery  Lamb.  It  is  sup¬ 
posed  about  1,000  men  are  at  Smithville.  The  enemy  may  throw  forces 
over  at  any  time  with  the  facilities  and  protected  positions  of  their  fleet. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 
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Report  of  Major  Smith,  C.  8.  Army,  regarding  readiness  of  the  batteries 
for  protection  of  vessels  when  passing  through  Trent’s  Reach. 


Headquarters  Batteries, 
January  32,  [1865] — 5:30p.  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  received  no  official  notification  that  there  would  certainly 
be  any  movement  on  your  part  to  night. 

I  have  arranged  everything  in  the  event  of  your  coming  down,  and 
will  open  upon  any  boat  or  battery  which  fires  upon  you. 

Unless  you  think  it  will  be  best,  otherwise  I  will  not  open  till  you  are 
fired  upon,  as  I  presume  that  you  wish  to  be  unnoticed  as  long  as 
possible. 

V ery  respectfully, 


Flag-Officer  Mitchell. 


Francis  W.  Smith. 


Letter  from  Major- General  Pickett,  G.  S.  Army,  to  Flag-Officer  Mitchell , 

G.  S.  Navy,  requesting  a  signal  after  passing  the  obstructions. 

Headquarters  Pickett’s  Division,  January  23,  1865. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  perceiving  a  detachment  of  the 
enemy  approaching  from  the  gap  [Dutch],  I  sent  a  staff  officer 
immediately  asking  you  to  throw  a  party  of  marines  on  north  bank 
for  a  few  minutes  till  I  could  send  some  of  my  men  to  occupy  the 
ground.  I  supposed  the  intention  of  the  enemy  was  to  find  out  your 
exact  position,  to  annoy  you  with  sharpshooters,  and  to  enable  their 
guns  to  get  your  bearing.  I  will  hold  the  other  bank  (opposite)  so  as 
to  keep  them  off. 

Please  be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  at  what  hour  you  will  probably  go 
down,  and  what  signal  you  will  make  after  getting  through  the  obstruc¬ 
tions. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  E.  Pickett, 

Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  Major-General,  Commanding. 

Commanding  James  River  Fleet. 


Order  oj  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  G.  8.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Hudgins  C.  8 
Navy,  to  report  for  duty  on  the  G.  8.  8.  Richmond, 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  23,  1865. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  detached  from  the  0.  S.  ironclad  Virginia  and 
wdl  be  pieased  to  report  to  Commander  J.  M.  Kell,  Provisional  Navy 
C.  S.,  for  duty  on  board  of  the  Richmond, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  J ames  River  Squadron, 
First  Lieutenant  A.  G.  Hudgins,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

Flagship  Virginia. 
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Fort  Anderson,  January  23,  1865 — 8  a.  m. 
All  quiet.  No  change  since  last  night.  I  suspect  some  additional 
troops  have  been  landed  at  Smithville. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-  General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  23, 1865 — 12  m. 
Fog  partially  cleared  up.  Fleet  seems  to  be  the  same.  Some  have 
steam  up. 

Louis  HLbert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  24,  1865 — 7  p.  m. 

All  quiet  to  this  time.  Fleet  consisted,  as  far  as  could  be  seen  from 
here,  of  13  armed  steamers  inside,  6  between  the  bar  and  Rip,  2  schooners 
and  3  small  tug  steamers  inside,  and  7  schooners  between  the  Kip  and 
bar.  The  tug  steamers  are  actively  plying  in  and  out  and  to  Confederate 
Point.  I  have  noticed  no  movements  of  troops  to-day.  In  the  fore¬ 
noon  to-day  the  enemy’s  pickets  only  extended  on  the  telegraph  road 
2  miles.  This  side  of  Smithville  on  the  river  beach,  however,  they 
extend  higher  up  toward  Battery  Lamb.  I  have  not  been  able  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  presence  of  any  large  force  at  Smithville  yet.  An  officer  sent 
out  to-day  may  give  me  more  correct  information  to-night  concerning 
the  fleet. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  24, 1865 — 7:40  p.m. 

The  officer  sent  below  to-day  has  just  reported  he  visited  Battery 
Lamb  and  finds  that  the  enemy  have  destroyed  everything  there.  He 
reports  14  armed  vessels  inside  and  6  between  tlie  Rip  and  bar,  none  of 
them  ironclads.  Also,  3  schooners  inside,  apparently  transferring 
ammunition  to  steamers.  Between  the  Eip  and  the  bar,  7  schooners  of 
the  same  kind.  No  movements  of  troops  anywhere  reported  to-day. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 


Colonel  Anderson. 
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Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell ,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Lieutenant  Graves,  C.  S. 

Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  25,  1865. 
Sir  :  You  are  hereby  detached  from  temporary  duty  in  the  squadron 
under  my  command  and  will  resume  your  former  duties. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

First  Lieutenant  0.  J.  Graves,  Provisional  Navy  0.  S., 

Flagship  Virginia. 

[Same  order  given  to  Lieutenant  Goodwyn,  Lieutenant  Bead  and 
party,  to  Master  Williamson,  and  Masters  P.  W.  and  G.  W.  Smith.] 


[Telegram.] 


[Fort]  Anderson,  January  25,  1865—7  p.  on. 

The  fleet  still  lies  about  same  position  and  consists  of  13  gunboats, 
the  flagship,  1  single-turreted  monitor,  2  blockaders,  and  3  schooners, 
all  inside.  Outside  are  7  schooners  and  4  steamers.  There  have  been 
no  movements  on  Confederate  Point.  I  have  no  information  from  Smith- 
ville,  and  all  is  thus  far  quiet. 

Louis  Hebert, 
Brigadier-  General. 

Colonel  Anderson, 

Assistant  Adjutaoit- General. 


[Telegram.] 

Fort  Anderson,  January  26,  1865—8:15  a.  on. 
No  change  in  the  fleet  can  be  seen  from  here,  except  an  increase  of 
2  schooners  inside.  Two  of  the  gunboats  seem  to  be  raising  steam. 

Louis  Hebert, 

_  ,  ,  Brigadier- General. 

Colonel  Anderson. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  transmitting  repood  of  Lieutenant  Shepperd  C  S 
Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Fredericksburg. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  27,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  annexed  copy  of  the  report*  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  F.  E. 
Shepperd,  giving  the  particulars  of  the  melancholy  disaster  to  the  steam 
picket  boat  IIoo  net  by  collision  with  the  steamer  Allison,  which  resulted 


Not  found. 
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in  the  drowning  of  Lieutenant  LEnea.s  Armstrong  and  the  sinking  of 
the  boat. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  0.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail ,  C.  S.  Navy  Dept.,  Richmond,  Va. 


Order  of  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  commandant  navy  yard, 
Rocketts,  regarding  the  fitting  of  torpedo  pole  on  the  C.  S.  S.  Roanoke. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  28,  1865. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  have  a  torpedo  pole  fitted 
for  the  Roanoke,  with  a  socket  and  long  jaws,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  are  fitted  by  Mr.  Graves  on  the  small  torpedo  boats. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Commander  R.  G.  Robb,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Commanding  Navy  Yard,  Rocketts. 


Letter  from  Flag-Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  the  Chief  of  the  Office  of 
Orders  and  Detail,  requesting  the  services  of  Carpenter  Meads,  C.  S. 
Navy. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  January  29,  1865. 
Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  send  down  Mr.  Meads,  or  some 
other  suitable  person,  to  examine  the  ironclad  Fredericksburg,  which 
leaks  very  badly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 
Flag-Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Captain  S.  S.  Lee,  C.  S.  Navy, 

Office  of  Orders  and  Detail,  C.  S.  Navy  Department. 


Order  of  Flag-  Officer  Mitchell,  C.  S.  Navy,  to  Passed  Midshipman  Peters , 
C.  S.  Navy,  commanding  C.  S.  S.  Richmond. 

Flagship  Virginia, 

James  River  Squadron,  February  1 ,  1865. 
Sir:  Report  immediately  to  Lieutenant  C.  W.  Read,  Provisional 
Navy  C.  S,,  at  Drewry’s  Bluff,  for  temporary  special  duty. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jno.  K.  Mitchell, 

Flag-  Officer  James  River  Squadron. 

Passed  Midshipman  J.  A.  Peters,  Provisional  Navy  C.  S., 

C.  S.  Ironclad  Richmond. 
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,,  '  i^eu  Passed  Midshipman  H.  H.  Scott,  Acting  Master’s 

Mates  W.  McBlair  and  J.  T.  Layton,  and  to  Pilots  E.  C.  Skinner  and 
James  Turner.] 

[Endorsement.] 

Orders  similar  to  the  foregoing  have  this  day  been  issued  to  Second 
Assistant  Engineer  A.  J.  Schwartzman,  to  Third  Assistant  Engineers 
J.  W.  Tomlinson,  T.  J.  White,  W.  H.  Hardy,  and  H.  Ahern,  and  to 
First-class  Firemen  J.  Daly,  M.  O’Connel,  Edward  Linton,  J.  A. 
Libert,  and  Patrick  Murphy. 

John  W.  Daniel, 

Flag-  Officer’s  Secretary. 
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Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Portor . 
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.  594 

799,  801-803,  805,  807,  809,  810 

. .  592,800,801,803 

.  364 

.  364,789 

.  489,491 

.  571 

.  241 

.  39, 140, 192,  254,  398,  597,  722 
.  488 

.  31-39 

.  741 

.  745 

.  558 

. 559 

.  363,754,787 

.  5 


Mentioned . . 31,  33,  38 

40,  142,  193,  226,  238,  239,  241,  242,  255,  265,  344,  400,  437,  566,  599,  624,  724 
Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  31,  1864 .  36 

Blockade  runners.  Escape  of .  52,89 


Aries,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  logs, 

October  29, 1864 . 

January  11-17, 1865 . 

Captures  made  by . 

Chase  of  blockade  runners . - . 

Mentioned . 

39,  50-53, 128, 131, 140, 192,  254,  398,  411,  416,  419,  428,  437,  473,  568,  597, 

Arledge,  George  H.  Mentioned .  369,373, 

Arietta,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  249,  398,  597, 

Arms,  Charles  J.  Mentioned . 

Armstrong,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  December  4,  1864  . . —  * .  136- 

Mentioned . 

Armstrong,  HUneas. 

Correspondence  with  Francis  L.  Galt . 

Mentioned . -  ^1, 

Armstrong,  Richard  F.  Mentioned . - .  366,372, 

Armstrong,  Sir  William  J.  Mentioned .  529, 

Arnall,  William.  Mentioned . 

Arnold,  Henry  N.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Macomb,  W.  . . 

Raynolds,  George  . . 

Mentioned . .  14,40,124,141,163,181, 

Reports  of. 

Plymouth,  N.  C.  Capture  of,  October  29-No vernber  1, 1864 . 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Exposition  against,  December  9-28, 1864 . .  162, 171, 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in . 

Arnold,  James  K.  Mentioned . . . . <  *  -  ”  ” . 474, 


11 

564 

8 

52 

7, 

722 

772 

722 

170 

■139 

742 

374 

811 

373 

619 

322 


171 

162 

193 

17 

176 

71 

475 
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Arnold  Philip.  Mentioned .  549 

Arnold,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  531 

Aster,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  30 

Atkinson,  Frith  B.  Mentioned .  519 

Atlanta,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39, 

61, 140, 189, 190, 192,  398, 520,  597,  637-643,  646,  649,  657,  722,  736 

A.tlantic,  U.  S.  transport.  Mentioned . .  431,456,521,566 

Augusta,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  .  39, 140, 192,  395,  398,  421 

Orders  for  movements . 190 

Aulick,  Richmond.  Mentioned .  215 

Austen,  William.  Mentioned .  541 

Austin,  Charles.  Mentioned .  518 

Avery,  Dr.  Mentioned .  572 

Babcock,  Charles  A.  Mentioned .  39 

Bache,  George  M. 

Mentioned . . .  435,  442,  455,  476,  477,  498,  532,  533 

Eeport  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  306 

Badger,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  44 

Badger,  William.  See  William  Badger,  U.  S.  S. 

Bailey,  Bsek  P.  Mentioned .  516,517,584 

Bailey,  James.  Mentioned . 518 

Baker,  Francis  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  117  383 

Mentioned .  40, 117, 142, 193,  400,  599,  625 

Eeport  of  capture  of  steamer  Charlotte . 626 

Baker,  John  W.  Mentioned .  538 

Baker,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  39, 193,  400,  599,  723 

Baker,  Philip.  Mentioned  .  . . .  535,  536 

Baker,  Robert.  Mentioned .  295 

Baker,  William.  Mentioned .  552 

Balch,  John  W. 

Mentioned .  31,  39, 140, 192,  265,  343,  399,  565, 598,  723 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  31, 1864 .  34 

Blockade  runners. 

Escape  of .  gg  g^ 

Movements  of . gg 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  343 

Ball,  Abijah.  Mentioned .  533 

Ball,  William  G.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Baltimore,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  119,  124,  207,  237,  657,  662 

Bancroft,  Kirk  H.  Eeport  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

J  anuary  13-15,  1865  .  gg4 

Bandel,  Alice  B.  See  Alice  B.  Bandel,  Schooner. 

Banks,  Nathaniel  P.  Mentioned .  ogg 

Banshee,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  742-744  746  747 

Banshee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  254,  292,  398,  421,  724 

Orders  for  movements .  4q  4Q7 

Barber,  John  S.  Mentioned .  563  564 

Barbot,  Alphonse. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  737 

Mentioned .  7g9 

Barclay,  John  O  C.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

J  anuary  13-15, 1865 .  334 
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Barnard,  John  G.  Mentioned .  726,  729,  730,  734,  735,  740 

Barnes,  Anthony.  Mentioned .  554 

Barnes,  Henry  E.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 


Barnes,  John  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  403 

Porter,  D.  D . . . . . .  631,720 

Mentioned .  395  722 

Report  of  military  affairs  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia .  695 

Barnes,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  671,  691,  783 

Barnes,  Winslow  B.  Mentioned .  76  420 

Barney,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Barney,  U.  S.  S. 

Barrett,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  E.  Quayle .  25 

Mentioned . .  15,  23,  40, 142,  599,  724 

Report  of  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-November  1, 1864 .  24 

Barron,  Samuel,  jr.  Mentioned .  666 

Barrow,  H.  N.  Mentioned .  533 

Barry,  Frank.  Mentioned .  535,536 

Barter,  Gordon  H.  Mentioned .  497 

Bartholomew,  Orion  A.  Mentioned .  165 

Bartlett,  John  R. 

Correspondence  with  Misses  Bartlett .  526 

Mentioned . . .  326,  499,  512,  514,  524-526 

Bartlett,  John  R.  Mentioned .  460 

Bartlett,  Misses.  Correspondence  with  John  R.  Bartlett .  526 

Barton,  Philip  H.  Report  of  casualties  on  hoard  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock  at  capture 

of  Plymouth,  N.  C .  16 

Bass,  David  L.  Mentioned . 497 

Bat,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  395,  632,  722 

Movements  of . 695 

Orders  for  movements . .  103,  605,  631,  720 

Bates,  William.  Mentioned .  343 

Batten,  John  M.  Mentioned .  423 

Battery  Brooke,  Va. 

Complement  of .  749 

Transfer  of,  to  command  of  William  L.  Bradford .  764,  765 

Battery  Buchanan,  NT.  C. 

Communication  from  W.  H.  C.  Whiting  relative  to  occupation  of,  hv  naval 

force  .  757 

List  of  officers  of,  November,  1864 .  772 

See  also  Fort  Fislier,  N.  C. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with 
December  5  and  6,  1864.  Reports  of 

Belknap,  George  E . .  147, 148 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R .  145-147 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R.,  et  al .  147 

Leitch,  S.  G .  149 

Parker,  William  A .  145 

Peake,  John  L .  144 

Porter,  David  D . 144 

Potter,  Edward  E .  148 
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Battery  Dantzler,  Va.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with — Continued. 
November  29,  1864.  Reports  of 

Parker,  William  A . 106 

Smith,  Francis  W .  107 

Battery  Parsons,  Va.  Engagement  with  Confederate  squadron  in  Trent’s 

Reach,  James  River .  659-661 

Battery  Sawyer,  Va.  Engagement  with  Confederate  squadron  in  Trent’s 

Reach,  James  River .  659 

Battery  Semnies,  Va.  Transfer  of,  to  command  of  William  L.  Bradford  ..  764,  765 
Battery  Spofford,  Va.  Engagement  with  Confederate  squadron  in  Trent’s 

Reach,  James  River .  659 

Battery  Wilcox,  Va.  Engagement  with  Confederate  squadron  in  Trent’s 

Reach,  James  River .  659-661 

Battery  Wood,  Va. 

Armament  of . .  749,  752 

Condition  of . 747 

Transfer  of,  to  command  of  William  L.  Bradford .  764,  765 

Baury,  Frederic  F.  Mentioned .  294,  442,  508 

Bazaar,  Phillip.  Mentioned . 545 

Bazely,  *  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  13-15,  26,  39,  98, 140, 160, 161, 172,  177, 181 

Sinking  of.  See  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.,  Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 

1864. 

See  also  Ficlcet  Boat,  No.  2,  U.  S. 

Beardslee,  G.  W.  Mentioned . . .  124, 142,  236 

Beaton, - .  Mentioned .  741 

Beatrice,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  44,  741 

Beaufort,  C.  S.  S. 

Alexander,  J.  W.,  appointed  to  command .  784 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning .  102 

List  of  officers  of .  692 

Mentioned .  206,  382,  669,  672,  673,  675,  679,  680,  684,  750,  751,  754 

Operations  in  James  River, Virginia.  See  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted 
passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  fleet,  January  24  and  25, 

1865. 

Beaufort,  N.  C. 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from. 

Communication  from  David  D.  Porter . 191 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  64, 

136, 158, 185, 186, 188, 189,  201,  378,  379,  383,  389,  390,  392,  393,  401,  615 

Reports  of 

Dove,  Benj.  M .  135 

Rolando,  H .  03 

Sands,  B.  F . , .  .  409 

West,  William  C .  249,695 

U.  S.  Treasury  Department.  Circular  of,  authorizing  trade  at .  113 

Beaumont,  Horatio  N.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher, 

N.  C.,  January  13-15,1865 .  466 

Beaumont,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Touch,  Abraham  J .  523 

Porter,  D.  D .  64,  200 

Young,  Jefferson .  319 

Mentioned .  39, 137, 141, 193,  265,  399,  437, 455,  598,  723 

*  Known  also  as  J.  E.  Bazely,  Tug  No.  2,  and  (J.  S.  S.  Beta. 
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Beaumont,  John  C. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Cotton.  Disposition  of .  157 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  319,  320 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  522 

Mary,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  3,  1864 .  125 

Beauregard,  G.  T.  Mentioned .  529 

Beck,  Charles  E.  Mentioned  .  39 

Beckshofft,  C.  H.  Mentioned .  40,141 

Bee,  Benjamin  F.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 

1864  . 282 

Beers,  T.  J.  Correspondence  with  H.  A.  Pratt .  660 

Beetle,  David  S.  Mentioned .  349,350 

Belcher,  James  A.  Mentioned .  122,123 

Belknap,  George  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Beaumont,  Horatio  N . 466 

McCook,  R.  S .  465 

Porter,  David  D .  4, 186, 198,  607 

Mentioned .  40, 140, 192,  259,  265,  275,  398,  438,  455,  461,  597,  724 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Ya.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with,  Decem¬ 
ber  5  and  6,  1864  .  147, 148 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  277 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  .  464 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  69 

Bell,  Charles  H.  For  correspondence,  see  Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Commandant  of. 

Bell,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  745 

Bell,  Louis.  Mentioned . 589,590 

Bell,  Thomas  P. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Nansemond . . .  765 

Mentioned . . .  664,  672,  681,  687,  688,  772,  807 

Relieved  of  command  of 

Nansemond,  C.S.  S . .  772,  773 

Torpedo,  C.  S.  S . - .  807 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia, 

by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  686 

Belle,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  14, 

15, 18,  23,  26,  39,  69,  98, 140,  160, 170, 172, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Belvin,  James  W.  Mentioned .  692 

Ben  De  Ford,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  196,197,224,241,249,342 

Ben  Morgan,  U.  S.  Ship.  Mentioned .  39,192,398,597,722 

Bennett,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  615 

Mentioned . - .  437,  599,  723 

Bennett,  William  J.  Mentioned .  558 

Benson, — - .  Mentioned .  533 

Benson,  John  M.  Mentioned .  371 

Bent,  Charles.  Mentioned . 531 

Benton,  Henry  E.  Mentioned .  744 

Benton,  James  G. 

Mentioned .  ^15 

Report  of  practicability  of  destruction  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  by  exploding 

vessel  loaded  with  powder . 214 
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Berberry,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned .  39,  92,  99, 125, 140, 192,  398, 597,  722 

Orders  for  movements .  126 

Rowntree,  Robert  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  Acting  Ensign  Griffith  of  com¬ 
mand  of . s. . .  126 

Bergin,  James  J.  Mentioned .  660 

Bernbum,  Ole  K.  Mentioned .  326 

Berne,  Martin.  Mentioned .  517 

Berney,  A. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  9 

Mentioned .  96, 142,  412 

Berrien,  J ohn  M.  Mentioned . . .  40,  395,  604,  640,  645,  704 

For  correspondence,  see  Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of. 

Berrien,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned  _ .  366,  373-377 

Berry,  General.  See  General  Berry,  U.  iS.  Army  transport. 

Berry,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  564 

Beta,  U.  S.  S.  See  Bazely,  U.  S.  S.,  and  Picket  Boat  No.  2,  U.  S. 

Betham,  Asa.  Mentioned .  488 

Beyse,  Albert  F.  Mentioned .  18 

Bibber,  Charles  J.  Mentioned .  227 

Bickford,  Bethel  B.  Mentioned .  507 

Bigley,  Peter.  Mentioned .  544 

Bignonia,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  39,  50,  51,  140, 192,  398,  416,  597,  722 

Orders  for  movements .  390 

Billings,  R.  A.  Mentioned .  356 

Billups,  James  W.  Mentioned .  664,685 

Bingham,  Edward  B. 

Mentioned .  55g 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  559 

Birge,  Walter  F.  Mentioned .  294,509 

Birtwistle,  James.  Mentioned . 442,494-497,499,504 

Bishop,  John.  Mentioned .  39, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Bishop,  Joshua.  Mentioned .  140 

Blachiere,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  472 

Black,  James  S.  H.  Mentioned . 048 

Blackman,  Albert  M.  Mentioned. . . .  590  591 

Blackmer,  John.  Mentioned . 44g 

Black  River,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  743 

Blackstone,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 

Blackwood,  Emanuel  P.  Mentioned .  535  535 

Blair,  Francis  P.  Mentioned .  388,  409,  605^  696 

Blair,  Robert  M.  Mentioned .  4gg 

Blake,  Francis  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Miller,  Jos.  E .  327,530 

Waugh,  E.J .  530 

Whitmarsh,  Z .  327 

Mentioned .  326,  508,  512,  513,  515,  524,  527,  543,  583 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15 

1865  .  525 

Blake,  George.  Mentioned . _ .  497  504 
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Blake,  Homer  C.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S .  (541 

Porter,  D.  D .  ggi 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 188, 192,  399,  598,  649-652,  655,  656,  723 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865  .  650 

Blake,  John  S.  Mentioned .  126 

Blake,  William.  Mentioned .  514 

Blanc,  Samuel  P.  Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s 
Reach,  Virginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 

1865  . 685 

Bland,  Christopher  C.  Mentioned .  368 

Blenheim,  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  January  25, 1865 .  700-702 

Mentioned . . .  741,  742,  745 

Blockade  of  Southern  ports. 

Opening  of  certain  ports  to  trade. 

Circular  of  supervising  agent,  Treasury  Department .  113 

Proclamation  of  President,  U.  S .  109 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  187 

Reports  of  W.  H.  Macomb .  410,  415,  417,  421 

See  also  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Blockade  runners. 

Capture  and  destruction  of.  See  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 
Captures  made  by. 

Chase  of.  Orders  and  instructions  of  David  D.  Porter .  699,  703 

See  also  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Escape  of  blockade  runners. 

Disposition  of  money  taken  from  persons  captured  on .  108, 117 

Movements  of. 

Communications  from 

Clum,  J.  C .  613 

Sanford,  E.  S .  613 

Orders  and  instructions,  Navy  Department,  C.S . . . .  769,  776 

See  also  Lamb,  William.  Extracts  from  official  diary  of . 

Blocker,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 369,375 

Boardman,  Robert  A.  Mentioned  . . 507 

Boggs,  Ely  M.  Mentioned .  141, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Boland,  Columbus.  Mentioned .  544 

Bolton,  William  H.  Mentioned . 39,140,656 

Bombshell,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 98 

Bond,  H.  H.  Mentioned .  160 

Booker,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  804 

Boomer,  Ephraim.  Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Booze,  William.  Mentioned .  337 

Borden,  William  C.  Mentioned .  140, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Boston,  Mass.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  District  Court.  Correspondence  with  P.  G. 

Watmough .  32 

Boudreau,  Charles.  Mentioned .  514 

Bourke,  Musician.  Mentioned .  533 

Bowdoin,  Lloyd.  Mentioned .  693 

Bowen,  George  F.  Mentioned .  225,  226,  242-244 

Bowers,  - .  Mentioned .  380 

Bowers,  Mr.  Mentioned . 745 

Bowers,  Edward  C.,  jr.  Mentioned .  546 

Bowers,  T.  S.  Correspondence  with  C.  B.  Comstock . 357 
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Bowles,  William.  Mentioned .  17 

Bowman,  Edward  R.  Mentioned .  329,515 

Bowman,  Edwin.  Mentioned .  503 

Bowman,  Isaac. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  788 

Mentioned .  775,  793 

Boxley,  James  G.  Mentioned .  691,753 

Boyden,  Paul.  Mentioned .  227,  239,  244 

Bradbury,  Edward  E.  Mentioned .  557 

Bradford,  D.  B.  Mentioned .  690 

Bradford,  John  S. 


Mentioned .  70,  99, 196,  217,  221,  226-228,  238,  239,  242-244,  255,  259,  269 

Report  of  explosion  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December 

24,1864  .  229 

Bradford,  William  L. 

Appointed  to  command  Batteries  Semmos,  Wood,  and  Brooke .  764,  765 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  789 

Mentioned .  693,  740,  742,  764,  765,  780 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865  .  667 

Bragdon,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  691 

Bragg,  Braxton. 

Correspondence  with 

Pinkney,  R.  F .  364,  788 

Sale,  John  B .  360 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C .  363,592,759 

Mentioned .  3,  205,  267,  288,  359,  362,  372,  593,  594,  742,  743,  747,  786 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Assembling  of  Federal  fleet  off .  784 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  362 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  off .  360 

Braine,  Daniel  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Lamb,  George .  479 

Porter,  D.  D .  387 

Smalley,  Anthony .  481 

Mentioned .  40,  85,  87, 117, 141, 193,  265,  399,  437,  455,  599,  723 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners,  Escape  of. .  84 

Ella,  Steamer.  Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3, 1864 .  126 

Fort  Anderson,  Cape  Fear  River.  Engagement  with . . .  630 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  283  284 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  478,  481,  482 

Smith’s  Island,  N.  C.  Occupation  of .  624 

Breese,  K.  Randolph. 

Correspondence  with 

Cushman,  C.H .  gjj 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  ggg 

Hamilton,  Chas.  H .  ggg 

388 


PorterD.  D. 


Mentioned .  259,  269,  298,  347,  388,  389,  397,  406,  408,  419,  441,  448, 450, 

454,  469,  473,  474,  476,  479-483,  485,  494,  495,  497-499,  508,  511,  514-516,  525, 
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Breese,  K.  Randolph — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fislier,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  J anuary  13-15, 1865 . .  446, 

449,  451 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S.  Postponement  of  explosion  of . .  224 

Breese,  S.  L.  Correspondence  with  W.  A.  Parker .  204 

Brennan,  Edward.  Mentioned .  537 

Brennan,  Thomas.  Mentioned . - . - .  526,  531 

Brent,  George.  Mentioned .  381 

Ereslyn,  J.  C.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  Jan¬ 
uary  13-15, 1865  .  551 

Briggs,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  514 

Brinker,  Henry.  See  Henry  Brinker,  U.  8.  8. 

Brinkman,  Pilot.  Mentioned . 744 

Brisson,  J.  H.  Mentioned .  368 

Bristol,  Captain.  Mentioned .  749 

Britannia,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log 


December  23-29, 1864 


.  352 

January  13-20,  1865  . . .  574 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  351 

Captures  made  by .  429 

Mentioned .  39,  50, 128-131, 140, 

192,  254,  265,  332,  353,  355,  390,  398,  416,  425, 428,  437,  566,  597,  702,  718,  724 

7  9  A 

Orders  for  movements . 

British  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs.  Mentioned .  ^80 

Britt,  G.  L.  Mentioned .  374 

Brockman,  Christian.  Mentioned .  538 

Broderick,  John.  Mentioned .  29° 

Broderick,  Richard.  Mentioned .  470 

Brogan,  Charles.  Mentioned .  562 

Brooke,  Battery.  See  Battery  Brooke,  Va. 

Brooke,  John  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Leitch,  S.  G . . . . 

Mitchell,  J.  K . - . -■ .  753>  756>  775>  779 

Smith,  Francis  . 107 

Mentioned . - .  378>  781 

Brooklyn,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  . . .  317,  318 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 .  468,  469 

Mentioned .  39,140,192,207,246, 

254,  257,  265,  289,  305,  342,  345,  348,  351,  374,  398,  425,  526,  428,  431,  433,  434, 
437  438,  453,  473,  475,  490-493,  519,  539-564,  573,  597,  628,  642,  724,  737,  738 

?  607 

Orders  for  movements . 

Brooks,  John  A.  J. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Macomb . . . .  17 

Mentioned .  40, 142, 158, 179, 181, 193,  400,  423,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  January  10, 1865 . - .  424 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 1864  .  168, 169, 171 

Brown,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned .  368,  371 

Brown,  Arthur  K.  Mentioned .  573 

Brown,  Charles.  Mentioned . 


Brown,  George.  Mentioned 


329 
517,584 


Brown,  George  M 


.  Mentioned .  3^9,  524 


824 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Brown,  Henry.  Mentioned .  39.  140  492  399  ggg  799 

Bown,  James. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  3§g 

Mentioned .  1.93,  265,  347,  399,  598,  723 

Brown,  John.  Mentioned .  lgg 

Brown,  Peter.  Mentioned .  g03 

Brown,  Thomas.  Mentioned . .  437 

Brown,  Thomas  S.  Mentioned .  g40 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  16g 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  .  472 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  . .  .  479  481 

Brown,  William.  Mentioned .  531 

Browne,  Samuel  T.  Mentioned . . . . .  '  76  77 

Browning,  George.  .Mentioned  .  gg2 

Bruner,  Elias  D. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter  . .  4g 

Mentioned .  39, 140^  lg2)  3g^  gg7>  722 

Report  of  escape  of  blockade  runners .  gg 

Brutche,  Henry.  Mentioned .  '  21 

Bryant,  William  H.  Mentioned .  334  3g9 

Buchanan,  Battery.  See  Battery  Buchanan,  N.  C. 

Buck,  Lyman.  Mentioned . 

Buckingham,  Governor.  See  Governor  Buckingham,  TJ.  S.  S. 

Buckless,  Henry  S.  Mentioned . 

Buckley,  Austin.  Mentioned . 

Bunker,  William.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25 
1864  . 

Burditt,  William.  Mentioned . . 311  4-0 

Burke,  William.  Mentioned .  497  503 

Burleigh,  Daniel  C.  Report  of  casualties  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Unadilla,  resultin  g  *’  ° 

from  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C . 

Burns,  Michael.  Mentioned 
Burroughs,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Burroughs,  Sylvester,  ]r.  Mentioned . . 

Burroughs,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 

Burrows,  C.  See  C.  Burrows,  Schooner. 

Burton,  Adolph.  Mentioned . 

Burton,  Albert.  Mentioned .  ^ . . 

Butler,  Benjamin  F.  .  °  ’ 

Correspondence  with 

Edson,  Theodore . 

Fox,  g.  Y . ’ '  ’  . . ;  142 

Grant,  IT.  S . ’  '  ’ .  <  8,  81,  90,  9o 

Palmer,  I.  N .  149 

.  -  96, 103, 114,  135, 142, 150, 191,  196,  224,  249,  250,  252 

180, 184. 187,  196, 197,  207,  224,  228,  229,  237-23S m 
264,  266-274,  281,  282,  309,  311,  312,  317,  333,  335,’  238,  340,  343,  345-347,  353 

Butler,  Edward  ’  M^tLned  ^  ^  ^  4<W’  ^  417’  529>  585’  612>  789 

b1;  wE,  'ESzi-™  Y . ^  p 

Butt,  Walter  R.  °07 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Nanseinond  ....  779  773 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . '  .  . .  ’  ‘  J. 

.  672,686,692,766,773 


691 

717 

559 

300 


280 

320 

622 

741 

745 

540 


Porter,  D.  D 
Mentioned . 
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Butt,  Walter  R. — Continued. 

Reports  of. 

Nansemond,  C.  S.  S.  List  of  officers  of . . . 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 . 

C.  Burrows,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 

Mentioned .  347,  740 

.  39, 140, 192,  399,  597,  632,  722,  736 

.  691 

.  541 

.  508 


Page. 

692 

681 

419 


C.  W.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Cactus,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Cahill,  James  H.  Mentioned . 

Cain,  William  H.  Mentioned . 

Caine,  Patrick.  Mentioned . 

Caldwell,  Charles  H.  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter. 
Mentioned . 


596 


.  40, 137, 138,  140, 192,  399, 437,  598,  723 

Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Armstrong,  December  4, 1864 .  138 

Calhoun,  John.  Mentioned .  497,503,504 

California,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 

Callahan,  James.  Mentioned .  524 

Calypso,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  5-7 

Mentioned .  8, 10,  39, 140, 192,  398,  421,  724 

Cambridge,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . .  39, 140, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Orders  for  movements . 10,183 

Cameron,  Francis  H.  Mentioned .  694 

Camm,  Robert  A.  Mentioned .  772 

Campbell,  Archibald.  Mentioned .  532 

Campbell,  Daniel  A. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  48 

Mentioned .  40,  58, 141, 193,  341 

Reports  of. 

Chesapeake  Bay.  Operations  in .  59 

Reliance  and  Little  Elmer,  Sloops.  Capture  of,  November  8, 1864 .  59 

Campbell,  John.  Mentioned .  535,  536 

Campbell,  Peter.  Mentioned . - .  308 

Campbell,  Robert.  Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  472 

Tacony,  U.  S.  S.  Ammunition  expended  by,  at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C .  22 

Campbell,  William.  Mentioned .  545 

Canonicus,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  277 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865. ..  443,  464-466 

Criticism  of,  by  D.  D.  Porter .  600-602 

Engagement  with  Howlett’s  battery,  December  5  and  6, 1864 .  147, 148 

Mentioned .  39, 106, 116, 140, 149, 155, 156, 192, 198,  254,  255,  259,  265,  275, 279, 

296,  298,  331,  342,  398,  425,  428,  433,  438,  461,  567,  597,  607,  620,  724,  736-738 

Orders  for  movements .  103,  111,  186,  606,  607,  378 

Cape  Fear,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  744,  746 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina. 

Confederate  vessels  in .  754,  <55 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of,  and  capture  of  steamers 
Stag  and  Charlotte. 

Abstract  logs  of 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S .  627 

Nvack,  U.  S.  S . - .  627 

Order  of  David  D.  Porter . .  627 
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Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina — Continued.  I*age. 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of,  etc. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Baker,  F rancis  H . . .  626 

Braine,  D.  L . 624 

Cushing,  William  B .  624 

Newman,  L.  H .  625 

Porter,  David  D .  618,  623 

Upshur,  J.  H .  626 

Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  U.  S.  8.  Malvern .  740 

Communications  from 


Morton,  J.  F .  393 

Terry,  Alfred  H .  613 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter. . .  629,  630,  699,  704,  705,  708,  719,  720 
Reports  of 

Braine,  D.  L .  630 

Cushing,  William  B .  725 

Dennison,  William  E .  713 

Dunn,  Thomas  C .  7x3 

Hubert,  Louis .  799,  801,  802,  805,  807,  809,  810 

Hoke,  R.  F .  800,  801,  802 

Porter,  David  D .  721 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G .  711 

See  also  Suiihville,  N.  C. 

Carberry,  Peter.  Mentioned .  308 

Carlon,  James  E.  Mentioned .  gg8 

Carlon,  William  H.  Mentioned .  681  692 

Carnac,  U.  S.  Army  vessel.  Mentioned .  201 

Carpenter,  George  H.  Mentioned .  322 

Carpenter,  Thomas.  Report  ot  ammunition  expended  by  XT.  S.  S.  XFyalusing 

at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C . _  20 

Carson,  Captaiu.  Mentioned .  595 

Carter,  William.  Mentioned .  ggp 

Carver,  Hanson  F.  Mentioned .  506 

Cary,  Clarence. 


Extract  from  diary  of,  December  20-28, 1864 . 

Men  tioned . 

Casey,  James.  Mentioned . 

Casey,  Thomas  Lincoln.  Mentioned .  X57 

Casgriff,  James.  Mentioned . 

Cassel,  Douglas. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15 
1865  . 

Cassidy,  George.  Mentioned . 

Caswell,  Clark  R.  Mentioned . 

Cavanagh,  John  K.  Mentioned .  ^ 

Cavanaugh,  Michael.  Mentioned .  "  ^2 

Cenas,  Hilary. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . 

Mentioned . 

Center,  Francis  F.  Mentioned . 

Ceres,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  against  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.,  December  9-28, 1864. . 

Mentioned .  39,  71,  98, 140, 144, 152, 160, 168, 192,  398,'  597,  618,  697,  709*711 

Movements  of .  ’  .  ’ 

.  48, 


.  375 

363,  366.  371,  373-375 

467 
251 
533 

468 

469 
101 
488 
504 
523 

762 
771 
464 

166 
722 
418 
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Cerro  Gordo,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  570 

Chadwick,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned . . .  598,723 

Challman,  Phillip.  Mentioned  .  516,  517 

Chamberlin,  Charles.  See  Charles  Chamberlin,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Chameleon,  *  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  375 

Champion,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 

Champs,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  17 

Chandler,  Ralph. 

Mentioned  .. _ ...... _ _ .... _ _ _ _  193,  265,  399,  437,  598,  455,  575,  723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  316 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865..  484 

Chapman,  Charles.  Mentioned .  132 

Chapman,  J ohn  H.  Mentioned .  122, 181,  598,  723 

Chapman,  Jonathan.  Mentioned .  23 

Chapman,  Robert  T. 

Mentioned ....  287,  365,  367,  372,  374,  375,  377,  378,  594,  742,  743,  745,  772,  776,  786,  787 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864 .  372 

Chappels,  David  P.  Mentioned .  518 

Charles  Chamberlin,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  270 

Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.  ship.  Mentioned . - .  39, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Charlotte,  Blockade  runner. 

Capture  of .  618,  620,  623,  624,  626-628 

Mentioned .  567,  613,  740 

Charlton,  William.  Mentioned .  543 

Chase,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  695 

Chase,  Whitman. 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  340 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  219 

Chase,  William  F.  Mentioned .  479 

Chellis,  Howard  R.  Mentioned .  531 

Cherokee,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  January  12-19, 1865 .  567 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  347 

Captures  made  by .  7^2, 183 

Chase  of  blockade  runners . . 

Engagement  near  Half  Moon  battery,  N.  C.,  January  30, 1865 .  713 

Mentioned .  38,  39,  52,  67,  70,  86,  91,  92,  99, 125, 

136, 140, 192,  196,  241,  254,  265,  331,  348,  398,  484,  566,  568,  597,  718,  724,  737 

Orders  for  movements .  795,  386,  421,  720 

Chester,  Louis  R.  Mentioned .  442>  487,  488 

Chickamauga,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  7,  44,  60,  288,  363,  372,  375,  378,  441,  457, 560,  592,  741,  743,  786-788 

Proposition  of  R.  H.  Lamson  for  destruction  of .  97 

Chicopee,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . . .  1E>° 

Expedition  against  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.,  December  9-28,  1864 .  172-174 

Expedition  to  Pitch  Landing,  N.  C.,  December  2-6,  1864 .  121-124 

Mentioned .  H,  14, 

17,  39,  55,  69,  98, 140, 167, 168, 171, 176, 178, 180, 181, 192,  398,  420,  597,  722 

Chippewa,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  . . 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 - 


.  338 

552-554 


Formerly  C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee. 
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Chippewa,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Pag0 

Mentioned .  39,  128, 131, 140, 

192,  246,  254,  255,  265,  330,  383,  384,  399,  426,  437,  455,  514,  598,  705,  722,  738 

Orders  for  movements .  10,  389 

Chowan  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in.  See  Philadelphia,  Steamer;  Capture 
of.  Also  Pitch  Landing. 

Christiansen,  Peter.  Mentioned .  51g 

Christie,  William.  Mentioned .  517 

Churchill,  Alexander  L.  Mentioned .  131-133 

Clark,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  540 

Clark,  William  H.  Mentioned .  449 

Clarke,  William.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  400,  599,  723 

Clarke,  Will  W.  Mentioned .  42i  122 

Cleborne,  C.  J.  Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  329 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865  .  544 

Clematis,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  gg 

Mentioned .  39,  62,  67,  86,  99, 140, 154, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Orders  for  movements .  4g 

Clemens,  William  W.  Mentioned .  445 

Clifford,  Robert  T.  Mentioned .  355  356 

Clinton,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  140  192  399  598  63l!  722 

Clitz,  J.  M.  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Breslyn,  J.  C .  551 

McCausland,  Thos .  337 

Merry,  John  F  .  33g 

Porter,  D.  D .  4,393,605,699,701 

Sands,  F.  P.  B .  7^ 

Weidmau.  John .  „ 

TTT.  ,  ’  .  336, 5o0 

Winslow,  George  F .  337  550 

Meutioned .  40,  67,  86,  98,  99, 141,  193,  265,  399,  437,  455,  471,  474,  59a  723 

Reports  of. 

Blenheim,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  January  25,  1865  .  701 

Blockade  Runners.  Escape  of .  41  g7 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  336  338 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865  .  ’  549 

lallahassee,  C.  S.  S.  Chase  of,  November  7, 1864 .  53 

Close,  Lewis  Y.  Mentioned . 

Clous,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned . 

Clum,  J.  C.  Correspondence  with  E.  S.  Sanford . 

°°?i  ®?PPl^S  °f  -  -  - ; .  m>  202>  392'  393>  393,  413,  416,  419,' 596,' 597,  630 

Cobb,  Mr.  Mentioned .  ’ ’ 

Coffin,  Edward.  Mentioned .  ’205 

Coffin,  Edwin.  Mentioned . 

Coffin,  George  W. 

Mentioned  .  442, 512. 542, 544 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15 

. * .  543 

Cogan,  John.  Mentioned .  ^ 

Cohasset,  U.  S  S.  Mentioned . '39, 'l40,' 192,' 399, '598,  722 

Colbert,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  ’ 

Colby,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  ’ 

Colcord,  Charles.  Mentioned _  r%’ 


571 

507 

613 
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Cole,  Abel.  Mentioned .  469 

Colerain,  N.  C.  Expedition  to.  Report  of  John  C.  Febiger .  709-712 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Peake,  J  ohn  L .  467 

Porter,  D.  D .  604 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 196,  259,  265,  400,  438,  455,  461,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with,  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  1864  .  145-147 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  276 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865  .  467 

Collier,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  776 

Collins,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  329 

Collins,  J.  N.  Mentioned .  794 

Collins,  James.  Mentioned . - .  308 

Collins,  John.  Mentioned . - .  533 

Collum,  A.  Mentioned .  535,536 

Colonel  Lamb,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  613,  744 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  293-297 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865..  443,  505-509 

Mentioned . . .  39, 140, 192,  246,  254,  255,  257,  258,  265,  298,  303,  304,  309, 

310,  316,  325,  328,  361,  374,  398,  426,  433,  436-438,  442,  452,  492,  493,  497,  502, 
512,  514,  517,  .519,  533,  564,  577,  580,  584,  594,  597,  642,  643,  724,  738,  739,  784 

Movements  of. .  631 

Orders  for  movements .  49,  611,  613,  698 

Columbia,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  375 

Colvocoresses,  George  M.  Mentioned .  39 

Commodore  Barney,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned —  39,  61, 140, 181, 192,  398,  597,  636,  642,  722 

Commodore  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  196,  431 

Commodore  Hull,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  to  Edenton,  N.  C .  57,58 

Mentioned . 11, 12, 14,  15,  26,  39,  98, 140, 144, 152, 160, 163, 192,  398,  597,  697,  722 

Operations  at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-November  1, 1864. . .  22-24 

Commodore  Jones,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - . - .  <56 

Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  61, 140, 192,  399,  598,  636,  642,  646,  652,  722 

Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  61, 

75,  76,  97, 140. 153, 188, 192,  399,  598,  722 

Comstock,  Cyrus  B. 

Mentioned . -  - . - .  224,  228,  356,  589 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  357 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Torpedoes  near . .  591 

Condor,  British  steamer.  Mentioued .  743,  745,  787 

Congress,  U.  S. 

Resolution  of  thanks  for  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C .  458 

Resolution  regarding  bursting  of  guns  in  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  De¬ 
cember  24-25, 1864 .  359 

Conlan,  Dennis.  Mentioned . - .  227 

Connally,  John  K.  Mentioned . - .  363,  371 

Connecticut  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Heavy— Regiments :  1st,  660,  661. 

Connelly,  Martin.  Mentioned . . .  739 

Conner,  David.  Mentioned . . . . . . . -  -  - ,  - .  r . -  322 
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Conner,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  496 

Connolly,  James.  Mentioned .  486 

Connolly,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  544 

Connor,  J.  Mentioned .  39 

Connors,  James.  Mentioned .  479-481 

Cony,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned .  547 

Cooke,  James  W.  Mentioned .  60,754 

Coonie,  Jeremiah.  Mentioned .  559 

Coons,  Jotharn  A.  Mentioned .  517 

Cooper,  J.  R.  Mentioned .  689 

Cooper,  Mason  S.  Mentioned .  326,  524-526 

Cooper,  William  (Acting  master’s  mate).  Mentioned .  328,  543 

Cooper,  William  (Fireman).  Mentioned .  684 

Coquette,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  744 

Corbin,  Thomas  G. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  190 

Mentioned .  3g;  440 

Corbitt,  William  A.  Mentioned .  293 

Corrie,  F.  H.  Mentioned .  532,534,576 

Cosgrove,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  518 

Costello,  John.  Mentioned .  534 

Costello,  William.  Mentioned .  549 

Cotton.  Capture  of .  121-124, 157, 191 

See  also  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by. 

Cottrell,  Gardner.  Mentioned .  593 

Council,  W.  Mentioned .  984 

Cowan,  James.  Mentioned .  533 

Cox,  William.  Mentioned . . .  479  439 

Craft,  Henry  B.  Statement  regarding  armament  of  Confederate  vessels .  101 

Crafts,  Samuel  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . 201 

Mentioned .  193,  265,  399,  437,  455,  574,  598,  723 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  344 

Crandall,  F.  H.  Mentioned . . .  593  793 

Creighton,  J.  Blakeley.  Mentioned .  395  993 

Crenshaw,  Edward.  Mentioned . ’ .  394 


40 

486 

489 

518 

63 


Cressy,  Walter  K.  Mentioned 
Creswick,  Walter.  Mentioned 
Cromack,  William.  Mentioned 
Cronin,  Richard.  Mentioned... 

Crosby,  Peirce.  Mentioned _ 

Cross,  Robert  H.  Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  300 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865  .  502 

Cross,  William  H.  Mentioned .  547 

Crossman,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  555-557 

Crossman,  James  A.  Mentioned .  422  123  158 

Croton,  Charles.  Mentioned . . .  344  927 

Crowell,  Joseph  W. 

Mentioned .  555,  557 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15 

1865  .  556 

Cruikshank,  D.  Mentioned .  g  ^ 

Crunnusy,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  534 
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Crusader,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  600,  722 

Operations  in  York  River,  Virginia .  599,  710 

Crystal,  James.  Mentioned .  308 

Culbertson,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  795 

Cullaton,  John.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 

1864  .  282 

Culpeper,  - .  Mentioned .  745 

Cummings,  James.  Mentioned .  518 

Cunningham,  H.  C.  Mentioned .  794 

Currie,  Robert.  Mentioned .  531 

Curtis,  Henry  F.  Mentioned . . . . . —  141,192,399,598,  <23 

Curtis,  John.  Mentioned .  174 

Curtis,  N.  Martin.  Mentioned . .  ..  290-292,  332,  338,  340,  353,  545,  588-590 

Cushing,  William  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  703 

Detached  from  U.  S.  S.  Malvern  and  ordered  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Monti- 

cello .  384 

Mentioned .  12, 14,  26,  39,  43,  48, 

50,  92,  93,  97, 141, 161, 193,  330,  331,  360,  361,  385,  399,  437,  447,  455, 474, 
508,  523, 558,  561,  584,  598,  619,  620,  624,  625-627,  699,  723,  736,  737,  745 

Reports  of. 

Agnes  C.  Fry,  Steamer.  Condition  of .  725 

Cape  Fear  River.  Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of,  and 

capture  of  steamers  Stag  and  Charlotte .  624 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865.  560,  561 

Cushman,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned .  28,  40,  446,  447,  451,  455,  497,  499,  508,  510,  514,  516,  517,  525,  582 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  510-514 

Cushman,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  460 

Cuyler,  R.  R.  See  B.  B.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Dacotah,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  421,  744 

Dahlgren,  Charles  B.  Mentioned .  571,  701,  723 

Dahlgren,  John  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Breese,  K.  . .  399 

Porter,  D.  . .  425,615,628 

Mentioned .  10, 183, 198,  397,  407,  411,  604-607,  614,  620 

Daisy,  John.  Mentioned. . .  559 

Daley,  William.  Mentioned .  517>  584 

Daly,  J.  Mentioned .  ^ 

Daly,  Owen.  Mentioned .  533 

Dana,  Charles  A.  Correspondence  with 

Delafield,  Richard . 207 

Sanford,  E.S . - .  943 

Danels,  Joseph  D.  Mentioned .  451>  500’  515> 519’  584 

Daniel,  John  W.  Mentioned .  672,690,812 

Daniels,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  ®94 

Dansell,  George.  Mentioned .  514 

Dantzler,  Battery.  See  Battery  Dantzler,  Va. 

Darling,  William  Lee.  Mentioned . 

Davenport,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  ^94 

David,  W.  Mentioned . 

Davidge,  E.  T.  Mentioned,..,.. - - - 4 
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Davidson,  Hunter.  Mentioned .  381,  382,  756 

Davidson,  John  Q.  A.  Mentioned .  39, 193,  399,  598,  723 

Davidson,  Wilbur  S.  Mentioned .  690 

Davies,  Frank.  Mentioned .  504 

Davis,  Bertram.  Mentioned .  514 

Davis,  E.  Mentioned .  518 

Davis,  Edward  F.  Mentioned .  564 

Davis,  Frank.  Mentioned .  497 

Davis,  George  T.  Mentioned .  499;  510-514 

Davis,  Jefferson.  For  correspondence,  see  President,  C.  S. 

Davis,  John  Lee. 

Correspondence  with 

Chase,  Whitman .  340 

McPherson,  George  E . . .  552 

Porter,  D.  D .  46,70,117,219,220 

Mentioned .  40, 117, 141, 193,  218,  227,  254,  256,  265,  400,  437,  455,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  339 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  551 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S.  Delay  of,  at  Craney  Island .  220 

Davis,  Nathaniel  R.  Mentioned .  192  398  597  723 

Dawn,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  61, 140, 192,  399’  598’  642’  723 

Dawson,  John.  See  John  Dawson,  Steamer. 

Dawson,  Lucien  L. 

Mentioned . .  294,  446,  455,  497,  585,  586 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  January  13-15, 1865. .  576-582 

Daylight,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  61, 140, 156, 188, 192, 194,  399,  598,  636,  642,  723 

Dayton,  E.  G.  Mentioned .  489,  491j  499)  gl4 


Dean,  George  B.  Mentioned . 

DeBree,  John.  Mentioned . .  . . 

Dechiso,  William.  Mentioned .  _  ggg 

Decker,  Edward  A.  Mentioned . 

Dederer,  Samuel  T.  Mentioned . 

Deep  Water  Light-house,  Va.  Expeditou  to. 

Order  of  D.  D.  Porter . 


747 


465 

483 


90 


Reports  of  William  A.  Parker .  90  97 


488 

726 


Dees,  Clement.  Mentioned 

Defenses,  Harbor.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter  concerning 
De  Ford,  Ben.  See  Ben  De  Ford,  Steamer. 

DeGrosse,  William  H.  Mentioned .  552-554 

DeHaven,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  40;  14 1  493  4QQ  794 

.  353 


Mentioned. 


De  Kay,  Sidney  B 
Delafield,  Richard. 

Correspondence  with  C.  B.  Comstock . 

Mentioned .  ^ 

Report  of  practicability  of  destruction  of  Forts  Fisher  and  Caswell,  N.  C., 

by  exploding  vessel  loaded  with  powder . ’ . ’  207 

Delano,  William.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher  N.  C. 

January  13-15, 1865  .  ?  ’  ’’  ^ 

Delaware,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  61, 140, 192,  399,  598,  632  723 

Delta,  U.  S.  S.  See  Picket  Boat  No.  4,  U.  S. 

De  Molay,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 

Dennis,  Wfilliam  H.  See  William  H.  Dennis,  Schoon 
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.  195,386,720 

38,  39, 140, 192,  265,  347,  398,  567,  597,  720,  724 


38 

88 


Dennison,  William  E. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 

Mentioned . 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  31, 1864 
Blockade  runners.  Escape  of . 

Pr:,H6m7'  Bri“  ■*“““•  of,  December  10, 1864.  182  183 

Devons,  Eaj^a r  E”SaS<sme“t  30, 1865  .  '71S 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  D . 

Turner,  J.  W .  420 

Mentioned.  ^34 

Report  of  chasing" ashore'of  "steamer" Ella,”  "jDecember3,"  1864  ’  ^  4°°’  g? 

Devoy,  Harry.  Mentioned .  . 

Dewey,  George.  Mentioned .  ®59 

Dickenson,  James.  Mentioned . ^94 

Dictator,  U.  S.  S.  . 

Mentioned .  39, 105, 140, 184, 192, 198,  200,  204,  399,  425,  428,  598,  639,  724 

Orders  tor  movements .  ’ 

Dillery,  James.  Mentioned . 


. - .  205 

.  43 

.  497,504 

.  688,690 

.  503 

.  162 

.  418 

.  337 

.  795 

.  199,  633,  634,  642,  643,  645,  646,  651 

. - .  745 

.  477 

.  574 

.  337 

. 504 

.  366,368,371-377 

.  17 

Report  of  David  D.  Porter .  714 

.  533 

.  503 


Dillon,  James.  Mentioned . 

Discher,  Henry.  Mentioned _ 

Divers,  Charles.  Mentioned 

Dixon,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 

Dodge,  Lieutenant.  Mentioned 
Doherty,  Michael.  Mentioned  . 

Domat,  M.  Mentioned . 

Don,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Donaly,  Captain.  Mentioned. _ 

Donnelly,  James  H.  Mentioned 

Donovan,  M.  J.  Mentioned . 

Donovan,  Timothy.  Mentioned. 

Dool,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 

Dornin,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned  . 

Doty,  Towndron.  Mentioned... 

“  Double  enders.”  Efficiency  of. 

Dougherty,  Robert.  Mentioned. 

Dougherty,  Thomas.  Mentioned 
Dove,  Benjamin  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter _  119  9Q1 

“eatiT,d . : . ::::::::::::::  15^192 

Report  of  movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from  Beaufort  N.  C..  135 

Dove,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 

Dowden,  J.  B.  Mentioned . 

Doyle,  Arthur.  Mentioned . 

Drake,  Andrew  J.  Mentioned . 

Drewry,  C.  S.  S. 

Destruction  of.  See  Trent’s  Beach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstruc¬ 
tions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865. 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning 

List  of  officers  of .  ^2  993 

Mentioned . '."'.'V/. '.'.V  206,  659, 

660,  665,  667-674,  678,  680,  681,  684,  686-690,  694,  750,  751,  754,  774,  788,  793 
Operations  in  James  River.  See  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  pas¬ 
sage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and 
24,  1865. 
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Pago. 

794 

Driscoll,  J.  Mentioned ... . _g5 

Du  Bose,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Duer,  Rufus  K.  ^  ^ 

Mentioned . 

P Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 1864 -  166, 170 

Shamrock  U.  S.  S.  Damages  sustained  by,  at  capture  of  Plymouth, 

N.C .  15 

329 

Duffy,  James  T.  Mentioned .  RR2 

Dugan,  Francis.  Mentioned  . 4q7’503  504 

Dukehart,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned . 

Dumbarton,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  7,  39,  50, 55, 140, 192,  399,  416,  598, 722 

Dunbar,  Duncan.  Mentioned .  5 

Dunigan,  Ed.  J.  Mentioned . 

Dunn,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with  Isaac  S.  Sampson  — . . 

Mentioned .  40, 128, 131, 140, 192,  265,  349,  399,  437,  455,  598,  723 

Reports  of. 

Ella,  Steamer. 

Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3, 1864  .  137 

Destruction  of,  December  5,  1864  . - .  132 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  ot,  January  13-15, 1865.  561,  562 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Attack  upon  Confederates  at .  713 

Dunn,  William.  Mentioned .  I03 

Dunn,  William  McKee.  Mentioned . - .  643 

Dunnett,  George  Henry.  Mentioned . .  382 

Dunnington,  JohnW. 

Correspondence  with  H.  X.  Wright .  677 

Mentioned .  671,  380-382,  672,  679,  690,  745,  799 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent  s  Reach,  5  iiginia, 

by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  674,  689 

Du  Pont,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Du  Pont,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Dutch  Gap,  Va.  Cutting  of  canal  at .  46,  66,  69,  72,  74,  76,  77,  78,  400 

Dyer,  Alexander  B.  Mentioned .  215>  216 

Egan,  John.  Mentioned . - .  536 

East  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in -  631,  718,  720,  724 

Eastman,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  634,  643 

Easton,  William.  Mentioned .  516,  517 

Eckenroth,  Philip.  Mentioned .  489 

Eddy,  G.  S.  Report  of  attack  upon  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January 

13-15,  1865 .  571 

Edenton,  N.  C. 

Adjournment  of  Confederate  court  at,  November  8, 1864.  Reports  of 

Josselyn,  Francis .  58 

Macomb,  W.  H.. .  57 

Capture  of  property  at.  Reports  of 

Harrell,  A.  D. .  458 

Walker,  E.  A .  160 

Edenton,  N.  C.,  Mayor  of.  Correspondence  with  A.  D.  Harrell .  159 

Edith,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  7,  32 

Ed  son,  Theodore. 

Correspondence  with  B.  F.  Butler .  142 

Mentioned .  135 

Edward’s  Ferry,  N.  C.  Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at .  755 
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Edwards,  G.  W.  Mentioned .  gg^ 

Edwards,  James.  Mentioned . gg^ 

Edwards,  William.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Eggleston,  Everard  T. 

Correspondence  with  George  Holmes . . .  ..  (593 

Mentioned . . . 

„  .  691 

Elder,  Robert  B.  Mentioned .  02g 

Eldridge,  Joshua  H.  Mentioned .  39,  i40, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Eliza  Hancox,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned . 431  569  574  575 

Eliza  Holmes,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  ’  ’ 

Eliza  Neal,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  ^g 

Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.  Expedition  to.  Report  of  M.  D.  Ames .  402 

Ella,  Steamer. 

Chasing  ashore,  December  3,  and  destruction  of,  December  5, 1864 .  126-134 

Mentioned .  151  416 

Elmer.  See  Little  Elmer,  Sloop. 

Else,  N.  Mentioned .  yg^ 

Emerson,  George.  Mentioned .  564 

Emma,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log. 

December  24-29, 1864 .  34g 

January  14-20, 1865 . 573 

Captures  made  by. _ _ ... _ _ ... _ _ _ .... ... _ _ _  127  139 

Mentioned .  gg 

133, 140,  192,  254,  265,  343,  348,  399,  416,  421,  428, 568,  569,  598,  723,' 737,  738 

Orders  for  movements .  ggg 

Emma  D,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  443 

Emma  Henry,  British  steamer. 

Capture  of,  December  10,  1864 .  4g2  133 

Mentioned .  744  745 

Empire  City,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  249 

English,  Earl. 

Correspondence  with 

Carpenter,  Thomas .  20 

Holman,  Samuel .  47g 

Macomb,  W.  H .  474 

Mentioned .  14,  40,  96, 104, 105, 142, 174, 181, 194,  400,  421,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Perquimans  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in .  421 

Plymouth,  N.  C.  Capture  of,  October  29-November  1, 1864  .  19,20 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 1864 _  171,174 

Ennels,  James  D.  Mentioned .  322 

Eolus,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log. 

December  27,  1864 .  335 

December  28,  1864- Jan  nary  23, 1865  .  570 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24,  25, 1864  .  347 

Captures  made  by .  5 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  54  37g 

Mentioned .  8  10 

39,  50,  52,  91,  136,  140,  192, 221, 254,  399,  416,  437,  455, 475,  598,  723,  738,’  739 

Epes,  Branch  J.  Mentioned .  207 

Epsilon,  U.  S.  S.  See  Picket  Boat  No.  6,  U.  S. 

Equator,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned 
Errikson,  John  P.  Mentioned 


742,  754,  787 
. .  488 
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Esler,  Robert.  Mentioned . 

Essex,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  732,  733 

Estes,  Joseph.  Mentioned . - .  522,523 

Esther,  John.  Mentioned .  547 

Ethan  Allen,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  695 

Ethridge,  John.  Mentioned .  518 

Eustis,  Captain.  Mentioned .  741,745 

Eutaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  January  21-26, 1865  . 

Mentioned .  39,  61,  75, 140, 188, 192,  399,  598,  636,  642,  646,  650,  657,  706,  723 

Euterpe,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 

Evans,  John  (Acting  master).  Mentioned .  140, 192,  399,  597,  722 

Evans,  John  (Coal  heaver).  Mentioned . . .  337 

Evans,  Robley  D.  Mentioned .  442,478,480,490,502,532-534 

Evans,  William  E.  Mentioned .  375 

Everett,  Alfred.  Mentioned .  14»  161 

Ewell,  Richard  S. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  761 

Mentioned . - . - .  798 

Ezzell,  A.  W.  Mentioned .  362 

Fagan,  Louis  E. 

Mentioned .  446,  452,  455, 511,  576,  585 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  514,  582-584 

Fahkee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . — . . .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  62 

Fairbanks,  William.  Mentioned .  552 

Faison,  Edward  L.  Mentioned.. .  375,747 

Falcon,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  30 

Farley,  John.  Mentioned .  308 

Farquhar,  Norman  H. 

Mentioned . . .  332,  333, 447,  499,  512, 514, 545, 570 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  546 

Farragut,  David  G-. 

Mentioned .  3,  637,  640,  657,  702,  716,  731 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  Confederate  squadron,  Trent’s  Reach,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  January  23  and  24, 1865  .  646 

Farrell,  Michael.  Mentioned .  517,518 

Farron,  John.  See  John  Farron,  U.  S.  Army,  steamer. 

Fassett,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned .  495 

Faucon,  Edward  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  66,  251,  384 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 193 

Feagan,  Mr.  Mentioned .  160 

Fearing,  Z.  Mentioned .  691 

Febiger,  John  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  104 

Mentioned . . . - .  39, 141, 170, 193,  399, 598,  723 

Report  of  operations  in  waters  of  North  Carolina .  709,  711 

Feilberg,  Ulrik.  Mentioned . 514,563 

Fellman,  Charles.  Mentioned .  469 

Fenton,  R.  E.  For  correspondence,  see  New  Tori’,  Governor  of. 

Ferguson,  John.  Mentioned . 490 

Fernald,  Charles  C.  Mentioned . . — .  294,509 
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Fernandina,  Fla.  Proclamation  of  President  of  United  States 

of,  to  commercial  intercourse . 

Ferrill,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 

Field,  William.  Mentioned . 

Finnegan,  Henry.  Mentioned . 

Finney,  Elkanah  C.,  jr.  Mentioned _ _ _ 

Fire  vessels . 

Fisher,  Arthur  H.  Mentioned . 

Fisher,  George  L.  Mentioned . . 

Fisher,  John  P.  Mentioned . . 

Fisher,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 

Fitzhugh,  Thaddeus  ( ?).  Mentioned . 

Fitzpatrick,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 


Page. 

opening  port 

.  109 

.  689 

.  280 

.  340 

. 545,546 

.  768,769,783 

.  479 

.  547 

.  558 

. 571 

. .  599,600 

.  132 


Attach  upon,  December 


. .  532 

.  486 

.  549 

.  736,776 

.  101 

39, 140, 192,  399 
.  561 


Mentioned 
Forman,  Andrew.  Mentioned 
Fort,  Wilbur  F.  Mentioned _ 


Flag  Pond  Battery,  N.  C.  See  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

24-25,  1864. 

Flannigan,  James.  Mentioned . 

Flint,  Auguste.  Mentioned . 

Flinty,  Julius.  Mentioned . 

Florida,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Florida,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 

Florida,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Floyd,  Henry.  Mentioned . 

Fogarty,  Charles.  Mentioned .  647 

Foreign  men-of- war.  Movements  of,  in  James  River . . . . .  jjq  ^44  4g7 

Foreman,  Ivey. 

Appointed  to  command 

Hampton,  C’S,S . - .  748 

Torpedo,  C.  S.  S .  765 

.  102,766 

.  497,503 

_  653,656 

Fort  William  S.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15,  1865  . ’  ’  503  504 

Fort  Anderson,  N.  C. 

Engagement  at,  January  22,  1865.  Reports  of 

Braine,  D.  L . ggQ 

Hubert,  Louis .  ^q7 

Information  received  from  deserter  from.  Report  of  Pendleton  G.  Wat- 

mough  . 711 

Fort  Donelson,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  3g4 

Mentioned .  39,  53,  56, 140, 192,  399,  428,  437,  475,  486,  523,  598,  709,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  630  708 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864. 

Abstract  logs  of 

Alabama,  U.  S-  S .  342 

Britannia,  U.  S.  S .  352 

Cherokee,  U,  S.  S .  347 

Colorado,  U.  S'S---- . 296 

Emma,  U.  S.  S . 34g 

Eolus,  U.  S.  S .  g47 

Huron,  U.  S-  S .  289 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S .  350 

Lilian,  U.  s.s . 348 
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Port  Fisher,  N.  C  —  Continued. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864— Continued. 

Abstract  logs  of  737 

Malvern,  U.  S.  . . 

Maratanza,  U.  S.  S . . 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  . .  ' 

Moccasin,  U.  S.  . . 

Monticello,  U.  S.  . . 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  . . 

Nerens,  U.  S.  . .  f  ) 

Nyack,  U.  S.  . .  f* 

Pawtuxet,  U.  S.  S . - . 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  . . 

Wilderness,  IJ.  S.  . . 

Ammunition  expended .  283,  285,  300,  306,  370,  374,  441 

Capture  of  Flag  Pond  battery . .  281,  -82 

Casualties. .. .  280,  293,  308,  313,  320,  322,  329,  335,  337,  366,  368,  370,  371,  374,  375 
Communications  from 

Anderson,  Archer . 

Armstrong,  R.  . . - . 

Bragg,  Braxton . 

Breese,  K.  . . 

Butler,  Benj.F .  249-251 

Navy  Department,  U.  . .  3^>  388,  409 

Porter,  David  D .  249,  252,  314,  388,  401,  408 

Whiting,  W.  H.  . .  360 

Extract  from  diary  of 

Cary,  Clarence .  3^ 

Lamb,  William .  3^1 

List  of  United  States  vessels  and  commanding  officers  participating 

in  attack . 

Minutes  of  bombardment,  taken  by  O.  B.  McCurdy .  297 


Orders  and  instructions. 

Porter,  David  D . 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C - 

Reports  of 

Alden,  James . 

Ammen,  Daniel . 

Bache,  George  M - 

Balcb,  J.  W . . 

Barnes,  Henry  E  .... 

Beaumont,  J.  C . 

Bee,  Benjamin  F.... 
Belknap,  George  E.. 

Bragg,  Braxton . 

Braine,  D.  L . 

Bunker,  William.... 
Burleigh,  Daniel  C.. 

Chandler,  R . 

Chapman,  R.  T . 

Chase,  Whitman.... 

Cleborne,  C.  J . 

Clitz,  J.  M.  B . 

Colhoun,  Edmund  R 

Comstock,  C.  B . 

Crafts,  S.  P . . 


245-250,  251,  252,  318 
.  362 

.  317 

.  309 

.  306 

.  343 

.  330 

.  319,320 

.  282 

.  277 

.  360,362 

.  283,284 

.  300 

.  280  j 

.  316 

.  372 

.  340 

.  329 

.  336,338 

.  276 

. .  357 

.  344 
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Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.— Continued.  page. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Cross,  Robert  H .  300 

Cullaton,  John .  282 

Davis,  John  L . 339 

Frailey,  James  Madison .  327 

Fulton,  A .  260 

Glisson,  O.  S .  332-334 

Godon,  S.  W .  325 

Goodsoe,  A.O .  300 

Gorgas,  Albert  C .  322 

Grant,  U.  S .  356,  358 

Guest,  John .  330 

Haines,  Edward  L .  291 

Harris,  T.  C .  312-314 

Hopkins,  George . 335 

Howell,  J.  C .  289,  290 

Hunter,  William  W .  354 

Huse,  Samuel .  351 

Johnson,  John .  326 

Lamb,  William .  362,  363,  366 

Lamson,  R.  H . 345 

Lee,  Robert  E . „ .  362 

MacDiarmid,  John .  353,354 

Miller,  Jos.  E .  327 

Lanman,  Joseph .  297-299,301 

Long,  M .  370 

McCausland,  Thomas . . .  337 

McSherry,  H.  F .  308 

Merry,  John  F .  338 

Parker,  James .  299 

Parrott,  E.G .  276 

Pickering,  C.  W .  308 

Pinkney,  R.  F .  372 

Poole,  Francis  H .  354 

Porter,  David  D . . .  253-260, 261-275,  287,  290 

Porter,  J.  H .  350 

Potter,  Edward  E .  278,  279 

Preston,  S.  W .  260 

Radford,  William .  275 

Ramsay,  F.  M .  280 

Reed,  Allen  V . .  323 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  324 

Roby,  F.M .  373 

Rushmore,  William .  290 

Sands,  B.  F .  331 

Schenck,  James  Findlay . 304 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O . 288 

Sicard,  Montgomery .  315 

Singleton,  S .  370,371 

Smith,  George  M .  291 

Smith,  Melancton .  307,308 

Steedman,  Charles .  327-329 

Taylor,  William  Rogers . 321 

Temple,  W.  G .  285,287 


840 


INDEX. 


Port  Fisher,  N.  C. — Continued.  v  Page. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Thatcher,  Henry  K .  293-296 

Trenchard,  Stephen  I) .  340 

Truxtun,  W.  T .  334,  335 

Upshur,  J.  H .  346 

Watrnougk,  Pendleton  G .  284,  285 

Weaver,  A.  W . 338 

Weidman,  John .  336 

West,  William  C .  249 

Wheeler,  H.  K .  313 

Whiting,  W.  H.C .  363,364,789 

Whitmarsh,  Z .  327 

WiedeDbein,  Charles .  281 

Winslow,  George  F .  337 

Wood,  Ben .  355,356 

Young,  Jefferson .  319 

Resolution  of  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives  regarding  bursting  of 

guns .  359 

See  also  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Correspondence  concerning  explosion  of  U.  S.  S. 

Louisiana  near,  December  24,  1864.  See  also,  orders  of  Porter  to 
commanding  officers,  pp.  608-612. 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865. 

Abstract  logs  of 

Advance,  U.  S.  S .  569 

Alabama,  U.  S.  S . 561 

Aries,  U.  S.  S .  564 

Britannia,  U.  S.  S .  574 

Governor  Buckingham,  U.  S.  S .  575 

Cherokee,  U.  S.  S .  567 

Emma,  U.  S.  S .  573 

Eolus,  U.  S.  S .  570 

Howquah,  U.  S.  S .  565 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S .  562 

Lilian,  U.  S.  S .  572 

Little  Ada,  U.  S.  S .  574 

Malvern,  U.  S.  S .  733 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S .  537 

Nansemond,  U.  S.  S .  573 

Nyack,  U.  S.  S . 49^ 

Pawtuxet,  U.  S.  S .  480 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S . 533 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S .  475 

Wilderness,  U.  S.  S .  533 

Ammunition  expended.  441,  467,  470,  472,  475, 476,  477,  481,  502,  507,  530,  551,  560 

Casualties . 442-444,466, 

469,  470,  472,  477,  478,  479,  480,  483,  486,  488,  489,  490, 497,  499,  503,  504,  507, 
508,  511,  513,  516-518,  522,  523,  525,  526,  531,  532-534,  535,  536,  540,  544,  546, 
547,  549,  550,  552,  554,  555, 556,  557,  559,  560,  562, 563,  564,  571,  574,  584,  603 
Communications  from 

Bartlett,  John  R .  ,~20 

C  ommittee  on  Conduct  of  the  War,  Chairman  of. . .  604 

Fenton,  R.  E . 

Hoke,  R.  P  ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... .  590 

Latnsou,  R.  H . 
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Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. — Continued. 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865— Continued. 
Communications  from 


Page. 


Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Porter,  David  D .  432,458,460,461, 

President,  U.  S . 

Terry,  A.  PI . 

Extract  from  official  diary  of  Colonel  Lamb,  commandant . 

Minutes  taken  on  board  of  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota  by  0.  B.  McCurdy  . 

Minutes  taken  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Nereus . 

Orders  and  instructions. 


457,  520,  712 
473,  585,  615 

.  459 

...  431,586 

.  596 

.  492 

.  490 


Porter,  David  D . 

Terry,  Alfred  H . 

Reports  of 

Alden,  James . 

Ammen,  Daniel . 

Bancroft,  Kirk  H . 

Barclay,  John  O’C . 

Beaumont,  Horatio  N.. 

Beaumont,  J.  C . 

Belknap,  George  E _ 

Bingham,  Ed.  B . 

Blake,  F.  B . 

Braine,  D.  L . 

Breese,  K.  R . 

Breslyn,  J.  C . 

Campbell,  Robert . 

Cassel,  Douglas . . 

Chandler,  R . . 

Cleborne,  C.  J . . 

Clitz,  J.  M.  B . 

Coffin,  George  W . 

Colboun,  Edmund  R . . . . 

Comstock,  C.  B . . 

Cross,  Robert  H . 

Crowell,  J.  W . 

Cushing,  W.  B . 

Cushman,  C.  H . 

Davis,  John  L . 

Dawson,  L.  L . 

Delano,  William . 

Dunn,  Thomas  C . 

Eddy,  G.  S . 

Fagan,  Louis  E . 

Farquhar,  N.  H . 

Fort,  William  S . 

Frailey,  James  Madison 

Fulton,  Charles  C . 

Glisson,  O.  S . 

Godon,  S.  W . 

Gordon,  G.  T . 

Gorgas,  Albert  C . 

Green,  F.  M . 

Guest,  John . 

Hamilton,  Charles  II  ... 
Hamilton,  H . 


425-430,  456,  520 
.  431 

. .  468 

.  469,470 

.  564 

.  531 

.  466 

.  522 

.  464 

.  559 

.  525 

...  478,481,482 
...  446,449,451 

.  551 

.  472 

.  469 

.  484 

.  544 

.  549 

.  543 

.  467 

.  591 

.  502 

.  556 

.  560,561 

.  510-514 

.  551 

.  576-582 

.  574 

.  561,562 

.  571 

...  514,582-584 

.  546 

.  503,504 

.  534-536 

.  457 

. .  545 

.  524 

. .  594 

.  537,538 

. .  573 

. .  563 

.  538 

.  560 
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Fort  Fisher,  N.  C— Continued.  '  Page- 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865— Continued. 

Reports  of 

Hamilton,  John  . . 

Harris,  T.  . .  482 

Hopkins,  George .  472 

Howell,  J.  . .  488 

Hunt,  Symmes  H .  ^48 

Jameson,  . ®64 

Johnson,  Henry .  486 

Lamb,  George .  479 

Lamson,  R.  H . 570 

Lanman,  Joseph . - .  491-494,503-505 

Louch,  Abraham  J .  523 

Maulsby,  George .  469 

McClelland,  J .  506 

McCook,  R.  S .  465 

MacDiarmid,  John .  574,575 

McMaster,  James .  540 

McPherson,  George  E . 552 

McSherry,  H.  F .  516 

Mayo,  Henry  O .  533 

Myers,  J.  G .  506 

Miller,  Jos.  E .  530 

Murphy,  John  D .  546 

Nichols,  Ed.  T . i. .  456 

Nichols,  Smith  W .  593 

O’Callaghau,  Edward  J .  549 

Parker,  James .  495-502 

Parrott,  E.G .  462,463 

Peake,  John  L .  467 

Pickering,  C.  W .  518-522 

Pierson,  W.  H .  488 

Porter,  David  D .  432-445,  448,  452,  457,  463,  520 

Potter,  Edward  E .  554 

Radford,  William .  461 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B .  539 

Robeson,  H.  B .  508 

Sands,  B.  F .  547 

Sclienck,  James  Findlay .  531-533,  534 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O .  476-478 

Sicard,  Montgomery .  485 

Smalley,  Anthony .  481 

Smith,  Fred.  R .  558 

Smith,  Melancton .  509,  517 

Steedman,  Charles .  541,  545 

Temple,  William  G .  486,488 

Terry,  Alfred  II .  587 

Thatcher,  H.  K .  505,  507,  509,  631 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D .  557 

Truxtun,  W.  T .  471 

Tucker,  Thomas  B .  572 

Upshur,  J.  H .  568 

Walsh,  John  K .  489,  490 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G .  473,475 

Waugh,  Edward  J . 529,  530 
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Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. — Continued.  Page. 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865 — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Weaver,  A.  W .  466 

Weidman,  John .  550 

Wheeler,  H.  K .  483 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C .  592,  593 

Williams,  Charles  F .  543 

Williams,  George  C .  474 

Wilson,  W . 507 

Winslow,  George  F .  550 

Wood,  George  H .  552 

Wood,  J.  B .  555 

Young,  George  W .  554,  556 

Resolutions  of  thanks. 

Congress,  U.  S .  458,459 

New  York,  Legislature  of .  459-461 

Rhode  Island,  Legislature  of .  460,  461 

Sketches .  501,579 

See  also  orders  of  Porter  to  commanding  officers,  pp.  608-612.  Also 
Report  of  Porter  on  harbor  defenses,  p.  726. 

Correspondence  concerning  explosion  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  near,  Decem¬ 
ber  24, 1864. 

Abstract  Jogs  of 

Advance,  IT.  S.  S .  245 

Kansas,  U.'  S.  S .  244 

Wilderness,  U.  S.  S .  241-244 

Communications  from 

Porter,  David  D .  217,223 

Wise,  H.  A . 232,233 

Decision  of  board  of  officers  as  to  practicability .  215 

Extract  from  diary  of  William  Lamb,  commandant .  245 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  207,  240 

Porter,  David  D . 217-226 

Wise,  H.  A .  217 

Postponement  of  explosion .  224,  227-230 

Reports  of 

Benton,  J.  G .  214 

Bradford,  J.  S .  229 

Breese,  K.  R .  224 

Davis,  John  L .  220 

Delafield,  Richard .  207 

Jeffers,  William  N .  215,  233-236 

Porter,  David  D .  227,  240 

Preston,  S.  W .  228 

Rhind,  A.  C .  226,  230-232 

Statements  of 

Rhind,  A.  C .  237 

Rodman,  T.  J .  236 

Defense  of.  See  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Cape.  Fear  River,  North  Carolina. 

Extracts  from  official  diary  of  William  Lamb,  commandant . .  90,  740-747 

Preparations  for  attack  upon. 

Communications  from 

Butler,  B.  . . 

Grant,  U.  S .  ^03 
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Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. — Continued.  '  Page. 

Preparations  for  attack  upon — Continued. 

Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  U.  S _  3,  68,  78,  81,  90,  95, 119, 120, 134, 142, 184,  203-205 

Porter,  David  D .  78, 110, 119, 184, 135, 142, 150, 182, 191, 196 

Wise,  H.  A .  151 

Orders  and  instructions. 


Butler,  B.  F .  142 

Grant,  U.  S . 149 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  157, 197, 198,  205 

Porter,  David  D .  79, 

83,  111,  112, 116, 151, 152, 185, 186, 188, 189, 195, 198-202, 205 


Reports  of 

Bragg,  Braxton .  784 

Lanman,  Joseph .  196 

Pettit,  Charles  A .  197 

Porter,  David  D .  124, 191 

Potter,  Edward  E .  205 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C .  783,  784 

Wise,  H.  A .  119,124 


See  also  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Correspondence  concerning  explosion  of  U.  S.  S. 
Louisiana  near,  December  24,  1S64. 

Preparations  for  second  attack  upon. 

Communications  from 


Breese,  K.  R . 

Grant,  U.  S . 

Porter,  David  D . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 

Sherman,  W.  T . 

Orders  and  instructions. 


.  396 

...  392,394,403,404 
388,  392,  401,  405,  408 
391,  396,  402,  403,  411 
.  397,612 


Grant,  U.  S . .  404 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  406,  412 

Porter,  David  D .  390,  401,  407,  416 

Reports  of 

Berrien,  J.  M .  411 

Porter,  David  D . 406,413 

Sands,  B.  F . 409 

Fort  Jackson,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  October  29, 1864 .  10 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 . .  331 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 _  444,  547-549 

Captures  made  by .  5  7 

Mentioned .  11,  39, 54,  55,  111,  140, 192,  246,  247,  254-256,  265,  312,  328,  332, 

345,  399,  426, 428,  437,  455,  490,  514,  533,  534,  541,  570,  598,  714,  718,  724,  736 

Movements  of .  409;  642 

Orders  for  movements .  185,  186,  378,  379,  603,  719 

Fossett,  Loring  H.  Mentioned .  19,  168,  175,  178 

Foster,  Amos  P.  Mentioned .  39,  97, 140, 192,  194,  399,  598,  722 

Foster,  Francis.  Mentioned .  497,  504 

Foster,  Gustavus.  Mentioned .  692 

Foster,  Henry  H. 

Mentioned .  39,  71, 140, 181, 192,  398,  597,  618,  711,  712,  722 

Reports  of. 

North  Carolina.  Operations  in  waters  of .  418 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition  against,  December  9-28,  1864 .  166 

Washington,  N.  C.  Attempted  expedition  to,  November  5, 1864 .  48 
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Foster,  James.  Mentioned .  ggg 

Foster,  John  G.  Mentioned .  3g7  g9g 

Foster,  Lyman  L.  Mentioned .  670^03 

Foster,  P.  A.  Mentioned . 3 

Foster,  Sidney  M.  Mentioned .  g,^ 

Fowler,  F.  C.  Mentioned .  .  309 

Fowler,  Joseph.  Mentioned . . 

Fox,  George  L.  Mentioned .  ggg  gg7 

Fox,  Gustavus  V. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler>B'F .  78,81,90,95 

Fulton,  Alexander .  260  403 

Fulton,  C.  C . ’457 

Grant,  U.  S .  g0 

203,  379,  388,  403,  409,  411,  603,  605,  614,  635,  637,  638,  640*  641,  694,"  695,  697 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  713 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of . 594 

Philadelphia  Press .  204 

Porter,  D.  D .  28,  68,  77,  78,  81, 116, 119, 120, 124, 134, 142, 182, 184,’ 190, 207 

Rodgers,  J .  197;  204,  205 

Trenchard,  S.  D .  792 

W  o  o  d ,  W .  W .  W . . . 105 

Mentioned .  96, 124, 146,  215,  216,  359,  641,  643,  703 

Foy,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  553 

Frailey,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  m  604,  606 


Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 . . .  327 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  534-536 

Francis,  William.  Mentioned .  541 

Frankie,  Jones. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Macomb .  93;  168, 170, 171 

Mentioned . . .  165-167, 170,  177, 179, 180,  712 

Franklin,  Charles,  L.  Mentioned .  33O 

Fredericksburg,  C.  S.  S. 

Information  received  from  deserters  concerning . .  102,  382,  383 

List  of  officers  of . 691 

Mentioned .  101,  206,  664,  665,  667,  669,  671,  672,  674,  677,  681-685, 

693,  748,  751,  753,  754,  759,  761,  765,  766,  768,  773,  778,  779,  782,  788,  793,  811 
Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  Jan¬ 
uary  23  and  24,  1865. 

Shepperd,  F.  E.,  appointed  to  command .  795 

Freeman,  Charles.  Mentioned .  497,504 

Freeman,  Joseph.  Mentioned . . . 514,564 

Fremont,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  537 

French,  William  F.  Mentioned .  372 

Fritz,  Jesse  H.  Mentioned .  356 

Frost,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  708 

Mentioned . . . .  437,  598,  723 

Ordered  to  assume  command  of  guard  ship  off  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  630,  708 


^46  INDEX. 

Fry,  Agnes  C.  See  Agnes  C.  Fry,  Steamer.  v  *  Pa|®5 

Fry,  Isaac  N.  Mentioned . 

Fry,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 

Fuller,  Franklin  G.  Mentioned .  g23 

Fullerton,  William.  Mentioned . 

Fulton,  Alexander.  40g 

Correspondence  with  G.  V .  Fox . 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24,  25, 1864  . 

Fulton,  Charles  C.  ^04 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-  , 

1865 . 

Fulton,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  fi97 

Furey,  John.  Mentioned .  " 

Furgison,  Randolph.  Mentioned . ’ 

Fyffe,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned  . . . . . .  39,  97, 140, 192,  399, 598,  617,  6o2,  723 

Gallagher,  Joseph  P.  Mentioned . ' 

Gallagher,  Richard.  Mentioned .  5  ’  _gg 

Galena  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . 

Gallego,  Schooner.  Correspondence  regarding  raising  of. .  761,  763,  783,  793,  797,  800 

Galt,  Francis  L. 

Correspondence  with  JEneas  Armstrong -  - -  - 

Mentioned . - . 

Gamma,  U.  S.  S.  See  Picket  Boat  No.  3,  U.  S. 

Gardiner,  Henry  R.  Mentioned . 

Garfield,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . — - - - - - 

Mentioned . - . - .  39,140,192,398,724 

Garvin,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned . 

Garvin,  William.  Mentioned . . . 

Gaskill,  Silas.  Mentioned . 

Gauley,  Thomas.  _ 

Mentioned .  664’  802>  80° 

Relieved  of  command  of  Semmes  Submarine  Battery .  806 

Gayle,  R.  H. 

Correspondence  with.  Navy  Department,  C.S - - — - -  *■'  j  ^ 

Mentioned . * . . 

Gelett  Jos  S  Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Blenheim,  January  25, 

’  '  1865  . . 

General  Berry,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned . --- .  165 

General  Lyon,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431,  573 

General  McClellan.  See  McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

General  Putnam,  *  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  61, 140, 192,  399,  598,  636,  642,  723,  736 

George,  Edward  P.  Mentioned .  1°8 

Georgia,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  113 

Georgia.  Military  affairs  in.  Report  of  John  S.  Barnes  .  695 

Georgia,  Schooner.  Seizure  of .  l°2i  1°V  H°>  H8 

Georgiana  McCaw,  British  steamer.  Mentioned .  50,  51,  385 

Gerrard,  Lewis.  Mentioned . - .  29° 

Gertrude,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  32 

Getty,  Helen.  See  Helen  Getty,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 


Indexed  in  preceding  volumes  as  "William  G.  Putnam. 
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Gettysburg,  U.  S.  S.  Page 

Attack  on  Fort  Fislier,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 . . .  345 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  ...  443, 570,  571 

Captures  made  by . 137,701 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  54 

Mentioned .  39,  53,  56,  97, 136-140, 192,  226,  241,  244, 

254,  255,  265,  350,  399,  436,  442,  450,  499,  514,  559,  563, 598,  700,  702,  723,  737 

Orders  for  movements .  421 

Rodgers,  John,  appointed  to  command .  719 

Gibbon,  John.  Correspondence  with  William  A.  Parker .  633,  634 

Gibbs,  P.  H.  Mentioned .  690 

Gifford,  John.  Mentioned .  278 

Gift,  G.  W.  Correspondence  with  R.  F.  Pinkney .  767 

Gildersleeve,  Alonzo.  Mentioned .  562 

Gill,  Emmet  F.  Mentioned .  690 

Gillam,  William.  Mentioned .  322 

Gillespie,  William.  Mentioned . 472 

Gillette,  Robert  H.  Mentioned . 436,442,571 

Gilley,  J ohn  H.  Mentioned .  599j  724 

Gillmore,  Quincy  A.  Mentioned .  409 

Gilmer,  Jeremy  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting . . .  360 

Mentioned . 753,  761 

Ginbertier,  Louis.  Mentioned .  497,  504 

Girard,  Gautherin  &  Co.  Mentioned .  776 

Giraud,  Henry  E.  Mentioned .  489 

Glance,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  710,  723 

Glassell,  William  T.  Mentioned .  745 

Glisson,  Oliver  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Farquhar,  N.  H .  546 

Murphy,  John  D .  546 

Porter,  D.  D .  62, 117, 185,  378,  379,  429,  430,  603 

Mentioned .  40,  86-88,  98, 

141,  193, 257,  260,  265,  343,  345,  346,  351,  353,  400,  437,  455,  549,  558,  599,  723 
Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners.  Escape  of . . . . .  28,  30,  42,  85 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  332-334 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  545 

Lucy,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  November  2,  1864 . . .  44 

Goberty,  Martin.  Mentioned .  472 

Gobright,  Lawrence  A.  Mentioned . 409 

Godfrey,  L.  B.  Mentioned .  514 

Godon,  Sylvanus  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Barclay,  John  O’C .  531 

Blake,  F.  B .  525 

Johnson,  John  . .  326 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 58 

Porter,  D.D . 608 

W an  gh,  E  d  ward  J . . .  529 

Mentioned .  40,  46, 141, 193,  265,  400, 437,  453, 599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  325 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  524 


848 


INDEX. 


Page. 

Goetchius, - .  Mentioned .  744 

Goldey,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  554 

Golding,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  471 

Goldsborough,  Edmund  K.  Mentioned .  691,753 

Goodridge,  William  A.  Mentioned .  293 

Goodsoe,  A.  O.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 

1864  .  300 

Goodwin,  E.  S.  Correspondence  Avith  D.  D.  Porter .  627 

Goodwyn,  Matthew  P. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  762,  810 

Mentioned .  664,  804 

Gordon,  G.  T.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  Jan¬ 
uary  13-15, 1865 .  594 

Gorgas,  Albert  C.  Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  322 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 -  537,  538 

Gormley,  Crawford  H.  Mentioned .  691 

Governor  Buckingham,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  353-355 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865 .  574,  575 

Engagement  with  Confederates  near  Half  Moon  battery,  N.  C .  617 

Mentioned .  39, 125, 140, 154, 192,  254,  265,  352,  399,  437,  455,  484,  566-569,  598,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  '  108 

Gragg,  William  F.  Mentioned .  192,  399,  598,  723 

Graham,  Charles  K.  Mentioned .  250,  698,  710 

Graham,  John  (Landsman).  Mentioned .  562 

Graham,  John  (Marine).  Mentioned .  470 

Graham,  Robert.  Mentioned .  21 

Graham,  Robert  F.  Mentioned .  372,  747 

Grand  Gulf,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  140, 192,  399,  421 

Granite,  U.  S.  Sloop.  Mentioned .  39,  98, 140, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Grant,  Mr.  Mentioned .  417 

Grant,  Ulysses  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Blake,  H.  C .  641 

Butler,  B.  F .  149 

Fox,  G.  Y .  60 

203,  379,  388,  403,  409,  411,  603,  605,  614,  635,  637,  638,  640,  641,  694,  695,  697 

Lanman,  J .  643 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  391,  392,  635,  721,  722 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of. .  639 

Parker,  W.  A .  636,  638 

Porter,  D.  D .  110, 155,  394,  401,  404,  405,  432 

Terry,  Alfred  H .  404 

War  Department,  U.  S .  640 

Woodward,  T.  J .  640 

Mentioned .  96, 105, 

106, 119, 120,  188,  204,  268,  271,  274,  275,  396-398,  406,  408,  411,  412,  415,  513, 
612,  637,  639,  643,  645,  650,  651,  654,  657,  694,  697,  703,  721,  732,  736,  740,  798 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C„  December  24-25, 1864 .  356,  358 

Graves,  Charles  J. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  770,  810 

Mentioned .  664,672,690,804 

Graves,  George  W. 

Mentioned . .  39,  141, 188, 193,  399,  598,  723 

Report  of  inspection  of  light-houses .  143 


INDEX. 


849 


Page. 

Graves,  William  A.  Mentioned .  759;  811 

Greeley,  Horace.  Mentioned .  585 

Green,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Delano,  William .  574 

Porter,  D.  D .  720 

Mentioned .  39,  82, 141,  437,  724 

Reports  of. 

Blenheim,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  January  25, 1865  .  700 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865.  573 

Green,  James.  Mentioned .  132 

Green,  James.  Mentioned .  518 

Green,  James  G.  Mentioned .  15, 181,  398,  597,  722 

Green,  Levi.  Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach, 

Virginia,  hy  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  648 

Green,  W.  G.  Mentioned .  744,  745 

Green,  William  G.  Report  of  W.  T.  Truxtun  regarding  gallantry  of .  42-44 

Green  Cay.  Expedition  to.  Report  of  Daniel  B.  Ridgely .  199 

Greene,  Edward  K.  Mentioned .  442,  522,  523 

Greenhow,  Rose  O.,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  741,  743 

Gregory,  F.  H.  Correspondence  with 

Lay,  J.  L . 415 

Porter,  D.  D .  143 

Gregory,  Samuel  S.  Mentioned .  772 

Gresham,  Zachariah.  Mentioned .  561 

Grice,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  679,  689 

Griffin,  George  B.  Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  722 

Griffin,  Samuel  L.  Mentioned .  514,  534,  535 

Griffith,  Milton.  Mentioned . . .  39, 126, 140 

Griffiths,  John.  Mentioned .  545 

Griggs,  William  W.  Mentioned . 772 

Griscom,  John  S.  Mentioned .  319 

Grissom,  Rob.  Mentioned .  741 

Grissom,  W.  J.  Mentioned .  744 

Grover,  Cuvier.  Mentioned . 612 

Grozier,  William  U.  Mentioned .  724 

Guest,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Bancroft,  K.  H .  564 

Jameson,  W . ' .  563 

Porter,  D.  D .  117,186,607,629 

Mentioned .  141, 192,  256-258,  265,  319,  336,  399,  437,  598,  723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  330 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  563 

Iosco,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  84 

Nansemond  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  184 

Sybil,  British  schooner.  Capture  of .  80,  84 

Gunnett,  Robert.  Mentioned . — .  536 

Gutner,  Henry.  Mentioned .  518 

Gwynn,  Thomas  P.  Mentioned .  690 

Gwynn,  Upton  B.  Mentioned . . . . . — .  747 

Gwynn,  Walter  (?).  Mentioned .  744 
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H.  Livingtone,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned . . — .  431 

Hackney,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  479 

Hadden,  George  W.  Mentioned  ...... ...... . .... ...... ...... ....  192,  399,  598,  722 

Hagan,  George.  Mentioned .  479,481 

Haggerty,  John.  Mentioned .  497,  504 

Hagood,  Johnson.  Mentioned .  251,  357,  595,  596 

Haines,  Edward  L. 

Mentioned .  289,  290,  292,  489 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  291 

Hale,  John.  Mentioned . * .  535,536 

Hale,  Thomas  G.  Mentioned .  18 

Hale,  W.  K.  Mentioned .  772 

Half  Moon  Battery,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon  Confederates  near,  January  19,1865.  Report  of  John  Mac- 

Diarmid .  617 

Engagement  near,  January  29, 1865.  Report  of  William  E.  Dennison -  713 

Halifax,  N.  C.  Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at .  755 

Hall, - .  Mentioned . . . —  213 

Hall,  Charles.  Mentioned .  169 

Hall,  George.  Mentioned .  564 

Hall,  Samuel. 

Mentioned .  31, 155 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  31, 1864  .  38 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina.  Expedition  in .  30 

Halleck,  Henry  W.  Mentioned .  397 

Halstead,  George  N.  Mentioned .  691 

Hamil,  A.  J.  Mentioned . 691 

Hamilton,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned . 537 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  538 

Hamilton,  Henry. 

Mentioned . . . 558 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  560 

Hamilton,  James  A.  Mentioned .  723,739 

Hamilton,  John  W.  Report  of  attack,  upon  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher, 

N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865 .  555 

Hampton,  C.  S.  S. 

Butt,  Walter  R.,  appointed  to  command . . . .  766 

Foreman,  Ivey,  appointed  to  command .  748 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning .  102 

List  of  officers  of .  691 

Mentioned .  206, 

382,  668,  669,  671,  672,  677,  680,  682-684,  689,  693,  750,  754,  789 
Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  Trent's  Beach,  Virginia.  At¬ 
tempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron, 
January  23  and  24,  1865. 

Shepperd,  F.  E.,  ordered  to  relieve  J.  S.  Maury  of  command  of .  788 

Wilson,  J.  D.,  ordered  to  relieve  F.  E.  Shepperd  of  command  of .  795 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 

Lanman,  Jos.,  appointed  to  command  in _ 610 
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Hampton  Roads,  Virginia — Continued.  Page_ 

Movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  29,  58,  75, 103, 136,  694 

Porter,  David  D .  60,  401, 596,  603,  604,  607-612,  698,  719 

Reports  of 

Belknap,  G.  E .  69 

Berrien,  J.  M .  67 

Howell,  J.  C .  197 

Lanman,  Joseph .  616 

Porter,  David  D .  28,  49,  79, 134, 143 

Radford,  William .  616 

Thatcher,  Henry  K .  631 

Operations  in. 

Orders  andhnstructions,  David  D.  Porter .  10, 190 

Report  of  Ed.  T.  Nichols .  395 

Schenck,  James  F.,  succeeds  Joseph  Lanman  in  command .  724 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.,  Senior  Naval  Officer.  Correspondence  with 

D.  D.  Porter .  401,644 

Hancoz,  Eliza.  See  Eliza  Hancox,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Hancock,  Winfield  S.  Mentioned .  262 

Handy,  Frederick  A.  G,  Mentioned .  690 

Hannon,  James.  Mentioned .  794 

Hans,  Peter.  Mentioned .  132 

Hansa,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 745 

Hansom,  Isaiah.  Mentioned . .  645 

Harbor  defenses.  Report  of  D.  D.  Porter  concerning .  726 

Harcourt,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  497 

Harcourt,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39, 141, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Hardaway,  Robert  A.  Mentioned . . . .  666 

Hardee,  William  J.  Mentioned .  288,  696 

Hardeman,  William  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Hubert,  Louis .  134 

Hedrick,  J  ohn  J .  133,  768 

Mentioned .  369 

Harding,  W.  T.  Mentioned . 692 

Hardy,  William  H.  Mentioned . .  691,812 

Hargous,  Peter  J.  Mentioned .  18 

Harlow,  Robert  B.  Mentioned . 562 

Harlowe,  Albert  E.  Mentioned . 470 

Harrell,  Abram  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Edenton,  N.  C.,  Mayor  of .  159 

Macomb,  W.  II .  121 

Simpson,  G.  L .  174 

Walker,  E.  A .  160 

Mentioned .  39,  55, 121, 140, 181, 192,  387,  398,  597,  722 

Reports  of. 

Edenton,’ N.  C.  Capture  of  property  at .  158 

Pitch  Landing,  N.  C.  Expedition  to,  December  2-6, 1864  .  121-123 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 1864  .  172 

Harrell,  A.  D  ,  et  al.  Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Macomb . . .  171 

Harrell,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  356 

Harrington,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  559 

Harris,  Abraham  W.  Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Saco .  203 

Harris,  C.  M.  B.  Mentioned .  483 
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Harris,  Ira,  jr.  Mentioned .  142,  532,  533 

Harris,  T.  A. 

Correspondence  with  Thomas  B.  Tucker .  572 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 192,  348,  399,  437,  572,  598,  723 

Harris,  Thomas  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  D . . .  314,614 

Wheeler,  H.  K .  313,  483 

Mentioned .  40, 142, 194, 265,  400,  437,  455,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  312-314 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865.  482 

Harrison,  Henry.  Mentioned .  541 

Harrison,  William.  Mentioned . 514 

Harrison,  William  D. 

Mentioned . . .  672,  690,  753,  761 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865  .  688 

Harrison,  William  H. 

Mentioned .  15, 17 

Report  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Shamrock  at  capture  of  Plymouth, 


N.  C .  16 

Hartford,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  3 

Harvest  Moon,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  628 

Haskell,  Forbes  P.  Mentioned .  343 

Haskell,  William  G.  Mentioned . . .  165,168 

Haskins,  John  A.  Mentioned .  497 

Haswell,  John  H.  C.  Mentioned .  503 

Hatch,  John  P.  Mentioned . 696 

Hathaway,  - .  Mentioned .  160 

Hathaway,  Henry  P.  Mentioned . 193,400,599,724 

Hathaway,  William  R.  Mentioned .  19 

Hattie.  See  Little  Hattie,  Steamer. 

Hattie  E.  Wheeler,  Brig.  Mentioned .  139 

Hawk,  Steamer.  Mentioned . . .  747 

Hawkins,  Charles.  Mentioned .  227 

Hawkins,  John  L.  Mentioned .  504 

Hawks,  Francis  T.  Mentioned .  740,  741 

Haxtuu,  Milton.  Mentioned .  40,  141,193,399,598,724 

Hay,  Samuel.  Mentioned . 507 

Hayden,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  544 

Hayes,  Jacob  L.  Mentioned .  39,40,599,724 

Hayford,  Frederick  S.  Mentioned .  507 

Haynie,  Hancock  H.  Mentioned .  39, 141, 193,  399,  598,  723 

Hays,  Charles  W.  Mentioned .  102,  754,  765,  772 

Hays,  Peter. 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  722 

Reports  of  operations  in  York  River,  Virginia .  599,  600,  710 

Hays,  William  L.  Mentioned . 653,657 

Heard,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  319 

Heath,  Byron  S.  Mentioned .  553 

Hubert,  Louis. 

Correspondence  with 

Hardeman,  William  D .  434 

Hedrick,  John  J .  433 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C . 784 
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Hubert,  Louis — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  365,  369,  740-744,  746,  747,  788 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in .  799, 

801,  802,  803,  805,  807,  809,  810 
Ella,  Steamer.  Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3,  1864 .  134 

Hedrick,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with  William  D.  Hardeman .  133,  768 

Mentioned . 134 

Report  of  chasing  ashore  of  steamer  Ella,  December  3, 1864 .  133 

Helen,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  613,741 

Helen  Getty,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  736 

Heliotrope,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  39, 141,  192,  399,  598,  634,  723 

Orders  for  movements  .  633 

Hellen,  Clifton.  Mentioned . - .  548 

Henderson,  Alexander. 

Mentioned .  633,  650,  651 

Reports  of 

James  River.  Drawings  of  torpedo  boat  raised  in .  707 

Saugus,  U.  S.  S.  Injuries  to,  resulting  from  engagement  with  Battery 

Dantzler,  Va .  147 

Henderson,  M.  &  E.  See  M.  <f  E.  Henderson,  Schooner. 

Henkey,  Hiram  J.  Mentioned . 470,516,518 

Henry,  Emma.  See  Emma  Henry,  British .  steamer. 

Henry,  Patrick.  See  Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S. 

Henry  Brinker,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  39,  61, 140, 153, 188, 192, 194,  399,  598,  632,  718,  723 

Movements  of .  143 

Operations  in  King’s  Creek,  Virginia . - .  71 7 

Henry  W.  Johnson,  Schooner.  Mentioned . . -- . - . —  307 

Henton,  W.  Stephen.  Mentioned .  489 

Hero,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  347 

Herrick,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S . . . . — -  60 

Mentioned . - .  I93;  400,  599,  724 

Hertford,  N.  C.  See  Perquimans  Biver,  North  Carolina. 

Hetzel,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  39,  98, 141, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Hewett,  William  N.  W.  Mentioned .  743,745 

Hewlett,  White.  Mentioned . - .  031 

Hews,  William  B.  Mentioned .  337 

Hicks,  Marine.  Mentioned .  533 

Hicks,  George  A.  Correspondence  with  Henry  L.  Abbot .  659 

Higgins,  Mr.  Mentioned . - .  190 

Hill,  Ambrose  P.  Mentioned . - .  771 

Hill,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with  William  Lamb .  362,  363,  36b,  505,  787 

Mentioned .  365,  369,  504,  596,  741,  743,  747 

Hill,  John.  Mentioned .  329 

Hill,  Lewis  R.  Mentioned .  691 

Hill,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  743 

Hilton,  Edward.  Mentioned .  295 

Hindman,  Isaac.  Mentioned .  490 

Hines,  John.  Mentioned . . 

Hinkelman,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 

Hinnegan,  William.  Mentioned . 
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Ilobbs,  James.  Mentioned .  173 

Hodges,  Lafayette  W.  Mentioned .  691. 

Hoffman,  John  D.  Mentioned .  507 

Hoke,  Robert  F. 

Correspondence  with  A.  Anderson .  592 

Mentioned .  170, 171,  251,  271,  272,  357,  360,  361,  365,  508, 588,  591,  799,  801 

Reports  of  operations  in  Cape  Fear  River .  800,  801,  803 

Holbrook,  John  A.  Mentioned .  326 

Holcombe,  Mr.  Mentioned .  741 

Holman,  Samuel.  Report  of  casualties  on  hoard  U.  S.  S.  Wyalnsing,  result¬ 
ing  from  expedition  against  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C .  176 

Holmes,  Eliza.  See  Eliza  Holmes,  Steamer. 

Holmes,  George.  Correspondence  with  E.  T.  Eggleston .  693 

Holt,  Jacob.  Mentioned . . .  329 

Holt,  William  H.  Mentioned .  517 

Holten,  George.  Mentioned . . .  483 

Hood,  John  B.  Mentioned .  397 

Hopkins,  George. 

Mentioned . .' . . .  471 

Reports  of. 

Commodore  Hull,  U.  S.  S.  Casualties  on  board  of,  at  capture  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  N.  C .  24 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  335 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  472 

Hopkins,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  93 

Hornet,  C.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  382,  664,  669,  672,  677,  683,  684,  685 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  also  Trent's  Reach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron, 
January  23  and  24,  1865. 

Sinking  of .  810 

Horton,  James.  Mentioned .  313 

Horton,  William  F.  Mentioned .  737,  739 

Hosford,  William  S.  Mentioned .  334,  471 

Houghton,  John  P.  Mentioned . 160 

Houston,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  424 

Houston,  Robert  T.  Mentioned .  18 

Howard,  J.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  762 

Howard,  Martin.  Mentioned .  21,  472 

Howard,  William.  Mentioned .  308 

Howell,  John  C.  • 

Correspondence  with 

Haines,  E.  L .  291 

Porter,  D.  D .  605 

Rushmore,  William .  290 

Smith,  G.  M .  291 

Walsh,  John  K . 489,490 

Mentioned .  40, 141,  265,  291,  353,  437,  455,  490,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  289,  290 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  488 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Nereus  in .  197 

Howlett’s,  Va.  See  Battery  Dantzler. 
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Howquah,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Abstract  log,  December  24, 1864-January  19, 1865 .  566 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  343 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  34,  56,  80,  87 

Mentioned .  31,  34,  36,  39,  52,  62,  67,  70,  86,  99, 100, 125, 

126,  140,  154,  192,  254,  265,  332,  352,  353,  399, 421,  561,  562,  565,  598,  723,  739 

Hoyt,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  39,  98, 141, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Hubbard,  John  H.  Mentioned . . . . .  359 

Hudgins,  Albert  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  808 

Mentioned .  664,  691 

Hudson,  J.  H.  Mentioned . 152 

Hudson,  William  G.  Mentioned .  647 

Huey,  Samuel  B.  Mentioned .  483 

Hughs,  John.  Mentioned .  549 

Hull,  Charles  F.  Mentioned . 241 

Hull,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Hull,  U.  S.  S. 

Hull,  Joseph  B.  Mentioned .  95 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  January  22-29, 1865  .  * .  652 

Mentioned .  39,  61, 

75,  97,  140,  156,  188,  192,  399,  598,  636,  642,  645,  647,  649,  650,  656,  698,  723 

Orders  for  movements . - .  617 

Hunt,  Corporal.  Mentioned .  661 

Hunt,  Alex.  T.  Mentioned . . .  102 

Hunt,  Robert.  Mentioned . 518 

Hunt,  Symmes  H. 

Correspondence  with  E.  J.  O’Callaghan .  549 

Mentioned .  547 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  . 548 

Hunter,  Exum  L.  Mentioned .  365 

Hunter,  Ferdinand  S.  Mentioned .  793 

Hunter,  William  W.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December 

24-25, 1864  .  354 

Huntington,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  624 

Huron,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  288,  289 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865. .  443,  476-478 

Captures  made  by .  128 

Mentioned . - .  39,  69, 131, 140, 

192,  246,  255,  265,  399,  425,  427,  437,  438,  475, 598,  704,  705,  708,  723,  738,  739 

Orders  for  movements .  68 

Hurst,  Logan.  Mentioned . 424 

Huse,  Samuel. 

Mentioned .  39, 128, 130, 140, 192,  265,  352,  398,  574,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Ella,  Steamer.  Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3, 1864 .  129 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  351 

Husted,  Richard  G.  Mentioned .  313 

Hutchins,  Wells  A.  Mentioned .  393 

Hutchinson,  Calvin  G.  Mentioned .  479 

Hutchinson,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  717 

Hutchinson,  Shadarack.  Mentioned .  561 

Idaho,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 
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Indiana  Troops.  Mentioned.  Infantry — Regiments :  13th,  589.  Page. 

Ingalls,  Rufus.  Mentioned .  26 

Iosco,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  330 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865..  443,563,564 

Captures  made  hy .  g0  34 

Condition  of .  94 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 184, 192,  246,  247,  254,  255,  257,  265,  286, 

319,  324,  331,  336,  399,  426, 437,  471,  514, 518,  561,  598,  705,  708,  715,  723,  739 
Movements  of .  434 

Orders  for  movements .  Ill,  117, 186,  607,  629 

Ironsides.  See  New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S. 

Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 189, 192,  399,  598,  600,  632,  710,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  439 

Isaac  Wells,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  596  744 

Ives,  Thomas  Poynton.  Mentioned .  215 

Jackaway,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  39,  140, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Jackson,  George.  Mentioned . . .  742  743 

Jackson,  James.  Mentioned .  499 

Jackson,  John.  Mentioned .  497  594 

James  Adger,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned... . . . .  39  444  492  393 

James,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  W.  II.  C.  Whiting .  7g5 

Mentioned .  7^7 

Jameson,  William. 

Mentionefl .  330,563 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.C.,  January  13-15, 1865  564 

James  River,  Virginia. 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  in .  754  755 

List  ot  Confederate  vessels  and  officers  serving  in .  690-693  754-756 

List  of  United  States  vessels  in,  November  12,  1864  .  61 

Obstruction  of . 790,’ 796-799 

Operations  in. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Malvern .  793 

Communications  from 

Berney,  A .  „ 

Butler,  B.  F . ; .  gg 

Kell,  John  McIntosh . 

Lay,  John  L . 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . .  .  .  .  "758/759, *797,  803 

Mitchell,  John  K .  747-749,  752-754,  756,  761,  762, 

765,  766,  770-775,  777-784,  789,  790,  791,  794,  795,  800,  802,  804-806  810  811 

Ord,  E.  O.  C .  ' 

Pickett,  G.  E  . . g08 

Porter,  David  I) .  ?7  gg 

Movements  of  foreign  men-of-war  in .  449  444  ’457 

Orders  and  instructions 

Mitchell,  John  K  . — . . . .  748  752  760 

762,  763,  765,  767-769,  772,  773,  774,  780,  788,  793,  795,  806,’  807,  808,  810-812 
Navy  Department,  C.  S .  _ 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  . 703  708 

Porter,  David  D . 

28,  41, 44,  55,  75,  90, 103, 116, 120, 135, 153, 156, 185, 190,  395 
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James  River,  Virginia — Continued.  Pao.e 

Operations  in — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Berrien,  J.  M . 

Henderson,  Alexander .  707 

Kerens,  James  H .  777 

Lanman,  J oseph . . .  703,  704,  710,  717 

Mitchell,  John  K .  749-751,  757,  759,  771,  778,  790,  796,  798 

Morgan,  Thomas .  706 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  755  756 

Nichols,  Ed.  T .  61,  72-74,  76^  194 

Parker,  John  H .  763 

Parker,  William  A .  45 

101, 103, 106, 116, 155, 156, 188, 199,  204,  379-383,  400, 412 

Porter,  David  D .  .  72  455 

Radford,  William .  698,  704,’  710 

Read,  Charles  W .  797 

Shepperd,  F.  E .  7g2 

Simmons,  J.  W .  706 

Smith,  Francis  W .  808 

Wandell,  M.  E .  206 

Wharton,  A.  D .  794 

Wilson,  William  Francis .  760 

See  also  Battery  Dantzler;  Deep  Water  light-house;  Dutch  Gap,  Virginia; 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia. 

Parker,  William  A.,  relieved  of  command  of  United  States  vessels  in _  637,  638 

Radford,  William,  ordered  to  assume  command  of  James  River  Division.  639,  645 

Sketch  of .  73 

James  River  Squadron. 

Deficiencies  of  complements  of  vessels  of .  753,  781,  783 

Lists  of  officers  of  vessels  of . .  690-693,  754 

Jamesville,  N.  C.  Reconnoissance  to.  Report  of  H.  N.  T.  Arnold .  71 

Jarvis,  William  B.  Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's 

Reach,  Virginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865  648 

Jarvis,  William  R.  Mentioned .  690 

Jeffers,  Byron.  Mentioned .  739 

Jeffers,  William  N. 

Mentioned .  119, 124, 134, 215,  217,  220, 230,  236,  237,  239,  605 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Practicability  of  destruction  of,  by  exploding  ves¬ 
sel  loaded  with  powder . : .  215 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S.  Preparation  of,  for  explosion  off  Fort  Fisher, 

N.  C .  233-236 

Jenkins,  James  B.  Mentioned . 535,536 

Jenkins,  John  T.  See  John  T.  Jenkins,  Tug. 

Jenkins,  Oliver  L.  Mentioned .  772 

John  Dawson,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  746 

John  Farron,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned . . .  144,166 

John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  402 

Mentioned .  39,  98,  141, 193,  399,  598,  697,  723 

John  T.  Jenkins, *  Tug.  Purchase  of .  158 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Mentioned .  36 


‘Afterwards  0.  S.  S.  Saffron. 
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Johnson,  Bartlett  S.  Mentioned .  793,794 

Johnson,  Charles  C.  Mentioned .  122 

Johnson,  Henry.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15, 1865  .  486 

Johnson,  Henry  W.  See  Henry  W.  Johnson,  Schooner. 

Johnson,  J.  Henry.  Mentioned .  371 

Johnson,  James.  Mentioned .  538 

Johnson,  James  C.  Mentioned .  160 

Johnson,  James  H.  Mentioned .  538 

Johnson,  John. 

Mentioned .  524 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  326 

Johnson,  John  O.  Mentioned .  23 

Johnson,  Mortimer  L.  Mentioned .  294,  506 

Johnson,  Richard.  Mentioned .  794 

Johnson,  William.  Mentioned .  497,  504 

Johnson  &  Higgins.  Mentioned .  207 

Johnston,  Mr.  Mentioned .  418 

Jones,  C.  Lucian.  Mentioned .  772 

Jones,  Charles  (Seaman).  Mentioned . 533 

Jones,  Charles  (Marine).  Mentioned .  541 

Jones,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Jones,  U.  S.  S. 

Jones,  George.  Mentioned .  532 

Jones,  J.  Pembroke. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting .  362 

Mentioned .  754,  756,  786,  800 

Jones,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  479 

Jones,  John  D.  Mentioned .  514 

Jones,  Paul.  See  Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S. 

Jones,  Thomas  (Quartermaster).  Mentioned .  308 

Jones,  Thomas  (Coxswain).  Mentioned .  545 

Jones,  William  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned .  329 

Jones,  William  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  554 

Jones  Creek,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  703,704 

Josselyn,  Francis. 

Correspondence  with  Alex.  C.  Stuart .  24 

Mentioned .  14, 15,  39,  57, 140, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Reports  of. 

Edenton,  N.  C.  Adjournment  of  Confederate  court  at,  November  8, 

1864  .  58 

Plymouth,  N.  C.  Capture  of,  October  29-November  1, 1864 .  22 

Joynes,  J.  J.  Mentioned .  794 

Judge,  P.  Mentioned .  794 

Juniata,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  321,  322 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865.. .  444,  537,  538 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 192,  246,  254,  256,  265,  321-321, 

332,  336,  345,  359,  399,  426,  437,  455,  514,  534, 535,  539,  598,  601,  620,  724,  738 

Orders  for  movements .  514 

Kansas,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  18-24, 1864  .  244 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  . . . .  284,  285 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  ...  443,  473-475 
Chase  of  blockade  runners .  86, 154 
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Kansas,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  pao.e 

Mentioned .  30-32,  34I 

39,  62,  66,  70,  80,  85-88,  92,  99, 113, 124, 126, 141, 192,  221,  226,  229,  241,  242, 
246,  254,  255,  265,  399,  409,  425,  427,  437,  455,  471,  598,  699,  706,  723,  738,  739 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina .  711 

Orders  for  movements .  220,  225,  383,  629 

Kearns,  Ed.  Mentioned .  519 

Keating,  James.  Mentioned  . .  564 

Keating,  John.  Mentioned .  531 

Keenan,  J.  A.  Mentioned .  6g9 

Kegal,  Will.  Mentioned .  534 

Kehoe,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  518 

Keith,  - .  Mentioned .  786 

Keith,  Melville  C.  Mentioned .  514,  571 

Kell,  John  McIntosh. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  804 

Mentioned . . .  671,  672,  678,  679,  685,  691,  808 


Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia, 

by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865  .  673,  689 

Kelly,  C.  M.  Mentioned .  371 

Kelly,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  507 

Kelly,  James.  Mentioned .  514,553,554 

Kelly,  John  N.  Mentioned .  368 

Kelly,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  472 

Kemble,  Edmund. 

Mentioned . 31,  36,  37,  40,  141, 193,  399 

Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Annie,  October  31,  1864  .  33 

Kemp  ton,  Silas  W.  Mentioned .  545 

Kennahan,  James.  Mentioned .  517 

Kennedy,  William.  Mentioned .  322 

Kennett,  Ferdinand  S.  Mentioned . 672,690 

Kennon,  Beverly. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . .  778 

List  of  officers  and  men  detailed  for  special  service  under .  793,  794 

Mentioned .  207,  671,  677,  748,  774,  777-779,  793,  794,  799,  805 

Kent,  Lewis  A.  Mentioned .  18 

Kerens,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192, 194,  399,  723 

Report  of  expedition  to  King’s  Creek,  Virginia .  717 

Kerner,  John.  Mentioned .  320 

Kerr,  William  A.  Mentioned .  754 

Kerrigan,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  786 

Kevill,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  206 

Keyser,  Edward  S. 

Mentioned . .  40, 192,  347,  385,  399,  437,  455,  570,  598,  723 

Report  of  escape  of  blockade  runner .  378 

Keystone  State,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log. 

December  20-28, 1864 .  350 

January  14, 16, 1865  . 562 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  63 

Conditon  of .  63 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 192,  221,  222,  245,  254, 

256,  265,  331,  342,  348,  353,  355,  399,  421,  426,  481,  598,  615,  620,  628,  723,  739 
Orders  for  movements .  386,  389,  614 
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Kidder,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned . 294,447,508 

Kilty,  A.  H.  Correspondence  with  U.  S.  Navy  Department .  694 

King,  Frederick  T.  Correspondence  with  I).  D.  Porter .  407 

King,  Lillebridge  B.  Mentioned .  294 

King’s  Creek,  Virginia.  Torpedoes  found  in.  Reports  of 

Kerens,  James  H .  717 

Lanman,  Joseph .  717 

Kingsland  Bar,  James  River.  Correspondence  regarding  obstructions  in. ..  790- 

792,  795,  796 

Kinker,  David.  Mentioned .  689 

Kinston,  N.  C.  Confederate  ram  at.  Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb . .  72 

Kirby,  Cornelius.  Mentioned .  320 

Kirkland,  William  W.  Mentioned .  251,271,357,363 

Kitts,  Alonzo.  Mentioned .  517 

Klain,  John.  Mentioned .  497,  504 

Knight,  - - .  Mentioned .  380 

Knox,  Captain.  Mentioned .  745 

Know,  Elijah.  Mentioned .  424 

Koonts,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  356 

L.  and  R.  Smith,  Schooner  Loss  of,  November  23,  1864 .  95 

Lacklison,  James  E.  Mentioned .  691 

Laddy,  John.  Mentioned .  293 

Lady  Sterling,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  October  28, 1864  . . .  5-9 

Mentioned .  10 

Lafferty,  Barney.  Mentioned .  552 

Lafitte,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  741,743,744 

Laighton,  Alfred  S.  Mentioned- .  442,571 

Laird,  W.  L.  Mentioned .  507 

Lakin,  Daniel  W.  Mentioned . 197,560 

Lakin,  Edward.  Mentioned .  664,  668,  684,  688 

Lamb,  Colonel.  See  Colonel  Lamb,  Steamer. 

Lamb,  George.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15, 1865 .  479 

Lamb,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  James  H .  505,  787 

Long,  M . . .  370 

Roby,  F.  M .  373 

Singleton,  S .  370,371 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C . _ .  787 

Extracts  from  official  diary  of .  90,  245,  371,  596,  740-747 

Mentioned  ....  90,  364,  371,  375,  377,  378,  436,  450,  457,  504,  585,  591,  594,  596,  740,  777 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  362,  363,  366 

Lambert,  James  R.  Mentioned .  517 

Lamkin,  William  A.  Mentioned.. .  691 

Lamphere,  A.  Mentioned .  794 

Lamson,  R.  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Eddy,  G.  S .  571 

Rhind,  A.  C .  450 

Mentioned . . . .  39, 140, 192,  226,  227,  229 

238,  239,  241-245,  255,  259,  265,  399,  435,  442,  447,  455,  498,  499,  553,  571,  598 
Proposition  of,  to  destroy  C.  S.  steamers  Tallahassee  and  Chickamauga  ...  97 
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Lamson,  R.  H. — Continued.  Pago. 

Reports  of. 

Armstrong,  British  steamer.  Captureof  December  4, 1864 .  137, 138 

Blockade  runners.  Escape  of .  54 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  345 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  570 

Lane,  George  W.  Mentioned . 424 

Lanfare,  Robert  O.  Mentioned .  558 

Langham, - .  Mentioned .  745 

Langhorne,  James  K.  Mentioned .  664,690 

Langley,  James.  Mentioned . .  564 

Langthorne,  Amos  R.  Mentioned .  398,  437,  455,  561,  597,  722 

Langworthy,  Lyman.  Mentioned .  174 

Lanier,  - .  Mentioned . . .  745 

Lanman,  Joseph. 

Appointed  to  command  in  Hampton  Roads. .  610 

Correspondence  with 

Bunker,  William .  300 

Cross,  RobertH . . .  300, 502 

Fassett,  Thomas  Odion .  301 

Fort,  W.  S .  503 

Goodsoe,  A.  O . .  300 

Grant,  U.  S .  643 

Hays,  Peter .  710 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  641,  643,  697,  703 

Parker,  James .  299,495,502 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 193, 265,  303,  399,  437,  452,  499,  598,  603,  642,  698 

Relinquishes  command  in  Hampton  Roads .  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  297-299,  301 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  491—494,  503-505 

Preparations  for  attack  upon .  196 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Arrival  of  U.  S.  S.  Minnesota  in .  616 

James  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  703,704,710,717 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 . .  638,  640,  643 

Lanning,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned .  356 

Lardner,  Lynford.  Mentioned .  353 

Lasher,  Oliver.  Mentioned .  142, 194,  400 

Latham,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  365,  595 

Latham,  Turner.  Mentioned .  24 

Latson,  John  R.  Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s 
Reach,  Virginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 

1865  .  647 

Lawley,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 287 

Lay,  John  L. 

Correspondence  with 

Gregory,  F.  H .  415 

Porter,  D.  D . - . - .  185 

Stone,  C.  II .  653 

Mentioned .  193, 199,  400,  412,  599,  656,  724 

Reports  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia, 

by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  654 
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Laycock,  Thomas  F.  Mentioned .  326,  524 

Layton,  Charles.  Mentioned .  691 

Layton,  James  T. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  811 

Mentioned .  690 

Lee,  G.  W.  Custis. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  663 

Mentioned .  750,  752,  762,  763,  772 

Lee,  Hugh.  Mentioned .  471,  472 

Lee,  Robert  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Mitchell,  J.  K .  747,  765,  780,  804 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C .  593 

Mentioned .  357,  612,  620,  696,  773,  779,  792,  798,  806 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  362 

Poplar  Point,  N.  C.  Engagement  at .  181, 182 

Lee,  Robert  G.  Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  722 

Lee,  Samuel  F.  Mentioned .  59,  98,  756,  784 

Lee,  S.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Bradford,  W.  L .  667 

Mitchell,  J.  K .  664, 

749,  752,  753,  761,  764,  766,  771,  773,  775,  781,  784,  794,  795,  800,  802,  810,  811 

Mentioned .  803 

Leitch,  S.  G.  Report  of  engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with  Battery 

Dantzler,  Va.,  December  5, 1864 .  149 

Lemon,  William.  Mentioned .  483 

Lenapee,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  500,  695,  723,  740 

Orders  for  movements .  412 

Lenfest,  James.  Mentioned .  541 

Leno,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  423 

Leonard,  George.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  152 

Leventhorpe,  Collett.  Mentioned .  18l;  182 

Lewis,  John  E.  Mentioned .  18, 168, 169, 178 

Lewis,  Nicholas  H.  Mentioned . 094 

Lewis,  William.  Mentioned .  534 

Libby,  Captain.  Mentioned .  90;  371,  741  744 

Libert,  J.  A.  Mentioned .  842 

Lieutard,  Paul.  Mentioned . 32Q 


Lilian,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  24-27, 1864  .  348 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 .  572 

Captures  made  by .  7qq 

Mentioned .  30 

54,  67,  92, 141, 192,  254,  356,  399,  428,  437,  565,  568,  598,  702,  718,  723,  737 

Orders  for  movements .  424  044 

Lincoln,  Abraham.  For  correspondence,  see  President,  U.  S. 

Lindsay,  Edward.  Mentioned .  53-4 

Linton,  Edward.  Mentioned .  812 

Lipscomb,  John  F.  Mentioned .  094 

Lipscomb,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  593 

Lisle,  Robert  P.  Mentioned .  278  465 
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Little  Ada,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Abstract  log,  January  13-15, 1865  .  574 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  344 

Mentioned .  39, 

141, 193,  242,  265,  304,  399,  416,  428,  437,  455,  484,  598,  723,  737 

Orders  for  movements .  56,  201 

Little  Elmer,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  58,59 

Little  Hattie,  Steamer. 

Entrance  of,  into  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  November  23, 1863 .  84-90 

Mentioned .  32,  44,  371,  741,  744,  746 

Little,  Robert.  Mentioned .  506 

Littlepage,  William  B.  Mentioned .  692 

Livingston,  George  B.  Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Lloyd,  Clinton.  Mentioned .  359 

Loan,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  238 

Locke,  George  F.  Mentioned .  331 

Lockwood,  Annie.  See  Annie  Lockivood,  Steam  yacht. 

Lockwood,  John  L.  See  John  L.  Lockwood,  U.  S.  S. 

Lockwood,  Tom.  Mentioned .  744 

Long,  Montgomery. 

Mentioned . .  368,  747 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  . .  370 

Longmain,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  383 

Longshaw,  William. 

Death  of.  See  under  Mentioned. 

Disposition  of  body  of .  603 

Mentioned .  442,  447,  448,  495,  496,  497,  500,  503 

Longstreet,  James.  Mentioned .  381,666 

Lonquest,  Miles  P.  Mentioned .  518 

Lonsdale,  William.  Mentioned .  497,504 

Lord,  John  C.  Mentioned  . 483 

Lord,  Levi  W.  Mentioned-  . .  18 

Lord,  Timothy  H.  Mentioned .  295 

Loring,  Henry  W.  Mentioned . — . . — .  479 

Louch,  Abraham  J. 

Mentioned .  442,522 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  523 

Louisiana,  U.  S.  S. 

Correspondence  concerning  explosion  of,  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1864 .  207-245 

Mentioned .  39,  69,  78,  82,  98,  119, 124, 141, 153, 191,  254,  255,  259,  273, 441,  736,  737 

Orders  for  movements .  79,  83, 152 

Loury,  Jacob.  Mentioned .  514 

Lovick,  W.  Mentioned .  613 

Low,  Benjamin  O.  Mentioned .  241 

Lowood,  - .  Mentioned .  213 

Lowry,  Reigart  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  10 

Mentioned .  40,141 

Loyd,  Richard.  Mentioned .  533 

Lucas,  Frank.  Mentioned .  227 

Lucy,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  November  2,  1864 .  44 

Mentioned .  37, 108,  741 

Ludbig,  Robert.  Mentioned .  466 
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Ludlow,  Benjamin  C.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  E.  T.  Nicliols .  69 

Mentioned .  66 

Lundt,  William  O. 

Mentioned . . .  39, 140 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners.  Escape  of .  51 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  28,  1864 .  5 

Lynch,  Dominick. 

Correspondence  with 

Parker,  W.  A .  634 

Wise,  H.  A . . .  151 

Mentioned .  40,  53, 141, 153, 193,  400,  724 

Lynch,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  536 

Lynch,  William  F.  Mentioned  . .  288,756 

Lyne,  Wilmer  D.  Mentioned .  540 

Lynx,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  743 

Lyon,  Amos  M.  Mentioned .  739 

Lyon,  General.  See  General  Lyon,  U.  S.  Army  transport. 

Lyons,  Richard.  Mentioned . 546 

M.  Small,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  218 

M.  &  E.  Henderson,  Schooner.  Mentioned . 695 

McAdams,  John.  Mentioned .  535,536 

McBlair,  William. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  811 

Mentioned .  691 

McBride,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  320 

McCallum,  John.  Mentioned . . . 571 

McCann,  J.  B.  Mentioned .  794 

McCann,  Michael.  Mentioned .  516,  517 

McCarty,  Charles.  Mentioned .  547 

McCarty,  J.  Mentioned .  794 

McCarty,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  547 

McCauley,  Michael.  Mentioned .  470 

McCausland,  Thomas.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December 

24-25, 1864  .  337 

McCaw,  Georgiana.  See  Georyiana  MeCaw,  British  steamer. 

McCleary,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  289 

McClellan,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431,  574,  738 

McClelland,  James. 

Mentioned .  293,  294 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  506 

McCollough,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  507 

McCook,  Roderick  S. 

Mentioned .  277,278,464 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  465 

McCormick,  James.  Mentioned .  329 

McCoy,  Francis.  Mentioned .  488 

McCurdy,  O.  B.  Minutes  of  bombardment  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

December  24-25,  1864  .  297 

January  13, 1865  .  492 

McCutchen,  John  F.  Mentioned .  558 

McDermot,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  550 

McDermott,  J.  C.  Mentioned .  689 
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McDermott,  James.  Mentioned .  320 

MacDiarmid,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Hunter,  William  W .  354 

Poole,  F.  H . 354 

Porter,  D.  D .  108 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  265,  399,  437,  455,  598,  723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  353,  3^4 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  . .  574,  575 

Half  Moon  battery.  Attack  upon  Confederates  near. . .  617 

McDonald,  Edward.  Mentioned .  561 

McDonald,  Edwin  A.  Mentioned .  193,  400,  599,  723 

McDonald,  J.  L.  Mentioned .  690 

McDonald,  James.  Mentioned .  518 

McDonald,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned .  479 

McDonald,  John  (Landsman).  Mentioned .  518 

McGill,  William.  Mentioned .  553 

McGrath,  James.  Mentioned .  549 

McGrath,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  488 

McGregor,  Charles.  Mentioned . 537 

Machin  (or  Machen),  E.  C.  Mentioned .  691 

McKay,  John.  Mentioned .  497,504 

McKean,  Edward.  Mentioned .  691 

McKenna,  John.  Mentioned .  717 

Mackey,  John.  Mentioned .  518 

Mackinaw,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  319,  320 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865..  444,  522,  523 

Captures  made  by .  125, 139 

Mentioned .  40, 136, 141, 157, 193,  246,  254- 

256,  265,  304,  330,  359,  399,  426,  437,  442,  455,  519,  598,  702,  705,  715,  723,  738 

Orders  for  movements . . .  64,  200 

McKinley,  Samuel.  Mentioned . .•  472 

McKinnon,  Luther.  Mentioned .  375,743 

McLane,  William  G.  Mentioned .  343 

McLaren,  George.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  788 

McLaughlin,  Robert  W.  Mentioned .  159,418,419 

Maclay,  William  W.  Mentioned .  328 

McLean,  William  H.  Mentioned .  18 

McLeod,  John.  Mentioned .  507 

McMarony,  Hugh.  Mentioned . 24 

McMaster,  James.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15, 1865  .  540 

McMillen,  James.  Mentioned .  329 

McNair,  Frederick  V.  Mentioned .  537 

McNeil,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  514,553 

Macomb,  David  B.  Mentioned .  278,  464 

Macomb,  Henry  A.  Mentioned . 15 

Macomb,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Ames,  M.  D .  402 

Arnold,  H.  N.  T .  17,71,162 

N  W  R — VOL  11 - 55 
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Macomb,  William  H. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Barrett,  G.  W . 24 

Barton,  Philip  H .  16 

Brooks,  John  A.  J .  168, 169,  424 

Duer,  Rufus  K .  15, 166, 170 

English,  Earl .  19,  20, 174,  422 

Fehiger,  J.  C .  169,  711 

Foster,  H.  H .  18, 166,  418 

Frankie,  Jones .  93,  165, 167, 168, 170, 171 

Harrell,  A.  D .  121,122,158,172 

Harrell,  A.  D.,  et  al .  HI 

Harrison,  William  H .  16 

Hopkins,  George .  24 

Josselyn,  Francis .  22,  58 

Porter,  D.  D .  26, 

64,  79,  83,  105, 115, 139, 172, 187,  391,  387,  410,  417,  424,  425,  616,  725 

Truxtun,  W.  T .  21 

Mentioned .  12,  26, 

27,  40,  64, 104, 105, 141, 158, 160, 163, 166, 176, 193,  400, 422,  599,  615,  724 
Recommended  for  advancement  for  distinguished  conduct  at  capture  of 

Plymouth,  N.  C .  27 

Reports  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram.  Construction  of .  60 

Edenton,  N.  C.  Adjournment  of  Confederate  court  at,  Novembers,  1864  57 

Georgia,  Schooner.  Seizure  of .  407 

Kinston,  N.  C.  Confederate  ram  at .  72 

New  Berne  and  Plymouth,  N.  C.  Protection  of .  697 

Neuse  River,  North  Carolina.  Obstructions  and  Confederate  ram  in . .  618 

North  Carolina. 

Disposition  of  vessels  serving  in  waters  of .  98 

Operations  in  waters  of . 9,  50,  95, 144,  410,  413,  417,  421 

Philadelphia,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  January  10, 1865  .  422 

Pitch  Landing,  N.  C.  Expedition  to,  December  2-6,  1864 .  121 

Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Capture  of,  October  29-November  1, 1864 .  11, 12-15 

Operations  at .  57,  64 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C. 

Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 1864  .  160,  163-165, 167, 174, 177 

Proposed  expedition  against .  152 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Confederate  defenses  of .  82 

Expedition  for  destruction  of  Confederate  ram  in .  618 

Operations  in .  55,  65,  69,  93 

Safety  of  Lieutenant  Cushing’s  signal  book . .  92 

Washington,  N.  C.  Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates .  82 

McPherson,  Edward.  Mentioned .  359 

McPherson,  George  E.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher, 

N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  .  552 

McSherry,  H.  F.  Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  308 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  516 

McWilliams,  George  W.  Mentioned .  488 

Madison,  James.  Mentioned .  563,564 

Maffitt,  John  N.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  769,776 
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Magaw,  Samuel.  Page 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  412 

Mentioned . _* .  39,695 

Mahon,  John.  Mentioned . .  547 

Mahoney,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  322  538 

Mahopac,  U.  S.  S. 


Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  278,  279 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 .  466 

Criticism  of,  by  D.  D.  Porter . . . .  600,  602 

Engagements  with  Battery  Dantzler,  Ya. 

November  29, 1864  .  106 

December  6,  1864  .  148 

Mentioned .  40 

116, 141, 144, 145, 147, 155, 156, 193, 198,  201,  254,  255,  259,  265,  275,  331, 342,’ 
376,  399,  425,  428,  433,  438,  455,  461,  464,  547,  598,  620,  638,  724,  736,  738,  739 

Movements  of . ' .  45,  81 

Orders  for  movements .  Ill,  185,  205,  378,  379,  605,  606 

Maies,  William  H.  Mentioned . .  485,499 

Maillefert,  Benjamin.  Mentioned .  46,53,66,634,654 

Mallen,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  503 

Malvern,  U.  S.  S. 


Abstract  log,  November  26, 1864-Februarv  1,  1865  . .  736-740 

Casualties  resulting  from  assault  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C .  443 

Cushing,  William  B.,  detached  from . . .  384 


Mentioned . . .  4,  5,  9, 12,  26,  31,  33,  37, 

40,  45,  58,  60,  64,  70,  72,  75,  77,  79,  83,  90-92,  96,  110-113,  115,  116,  120,  121, 
131, 136, 139-141, 143, 144, 152, 158, 160, 163, 172, 187, 189, 191, 193, 195,  196, 
198,  201,  202,  219,  220,  222,  224-229,  240,  245,  247-249,  251-254,  261,  263,  265, 
268,  272,  279,  287,  290,  311,  314,  321,  328,  331,  339,  341,  343,  348,  349,  352,  356, 

378,  383,  385,  387,  388,  290,  391,  399,  401,  405,  406,  409-411,  413,  414, 416,  417, 

424,  425,  427-429,  432,  434,  436,  442-446,  448,  449,  451,  452,  456-459,  473,  475, 
514,  520,  525,  538,  540,  548,  552,  560, 563,  565,  566, 570,  573,  585,  598,  600,  604- 

609,  611,  615,  630,  642,  644,  696,  700-702,  704,  708,  714,  718,  721,  723,  725,  726 

Movements  of .  103, 106 


See  also  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attach  on,  December  24-25, 1864. 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and 


Smithville,  N.  C .  618-628 

Manning,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  56 

Mentioned .  39 


Maratanza,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  341 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 .  554-557 

Captures  made  by . ■ .  127,131 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  50, 151 

Mentioned .  40  52 

130, 141, 193,  246,  265,  330,  353,  390,  391,  399,  416,  426,  437,  569,  598,  617,  V23 
Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and 

Smithville,  N.  C .  618-628 

Marsden,  William.  Mentioned .  549 

Marshall,  Beach  &  Root.  Mentioned .  741,745 

Martin,  U-.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40,  43,  98, 141, 193,  399,  598,  652,  723 

Martin,  James.  Mentioned . , .  483 

Martin,  Shultz  B.  Mentioned .  329 

Marvin,  Joseph  D.  Mentioned  .  100,311 

Mary,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  December  3, 1864 .  125, 126 
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Mary  Elizabeth,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  144 

Mason,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  695 

Mason,  Chas.  T. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  789 

Mentioned .  791,  800 

Mason,  Ebenezer  P.  Mentioned .  659 

Mason,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  485 

Mason,  Thomas.  Mentioned . . .  683,691 

Mason,  William  P.  Mentioned . . —  382,  668,  670,  675,  688,  690,  751 

Massachusetts  Troops.  Mentioned.  Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  2d,  168,171,177. 
Massasoit,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagement  in  Trent’s  Reach,  James  River,  January  24, 1865  .  647,  649 

Mentioned  .  40,  75,  76, 141, 193,  399,  598,  636,  642,  646,  653,  656,  698,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  617 

Masters,  A.  Wallace.  Mentioned .  692 

Mattabesett,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  40,  64, 136, 141, 170, 193,  399,  598,  697,  709,  711,  723 

Orders  for  movements  .  104, 184 

Matherson,  J.  W. 

Mentioned . . . .  664,  684,  798 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 .  685 

Matthews,  J.  K.  P.  Mentioned . .  689 

Maulsby,  G-eorge.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15, 1865  .  469 

Maumee,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  316 

Attack  on,  and  cap>ture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1864  .  484 

Mentioned .  39,  99, 

101, 141, 154, 193,  246,  254,  265,  399,  425,  427,  437,  455,  567,  598,  705,  723,  738 

Maunder,  Samuel  H.  Mentioned .  289 

Maury,  John  B.  Mentioned .  559 

Maury,  John  S. 

Mentioned .  102,  748,  754,  766 

Relieved  of  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Hampton .  788 

May,  Captain.  Mentioned .  744,  747 

Mayer,  William  H.  Mentioned .  514,  551,  552 

Maynadier,  William.  Mentioned .  215 

Mayo,  Sergeant.  Mentioned . 745 

Mayo,  Henry  O. 

Mentioned .  532 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  533 

Mead,  Zacharia.  Mentioned .  337 

Meade,  Henry  C.  Mentioned .  709 

Meadows,  John.  Mentioned . 24 

Meads,  James.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  771 

Meads,  R.  J.  (?)  Mentioned .  759,811 

Meeker,  E.  P.  Mentioned .  294,576,583 

Meigs,  Montgomery  C.  Mentioned . 109 

Mellach,  Emanuel. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  166,  392,  398 

Mentioned . 597,722 

Memphis,  Tenn.  U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at  ..  113 


Mendota,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  28,  40,  41,  44,  46,  47,  53,  61,  66,  72,  75,  76, 141, 

153, 155, 156, 188, 193, 194,  395,  399,  419,  598,  642,  643,  651,  704,  706,  707,  723 
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Mercedita,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  399,  421,  598,  724 

Merchant,  Robert.  Mentioned .  40 

Merithew,  George  A.  Mentioned .  507 

Merry,  John  F. 

Mentioned .  490,  502,  549,  550 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  338 

Miami,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . . .  40, 

61,  75, 141, 143,  155, 156, 188, 193,  399,  598,  636,  642,  646,  656,  723 

Midlam,  Samuel  C.  Mentioned . . .  18,161,162,177 

Millard,  David  T.  Mentioned . . .  372 

Miller,  Charles  (Sailmaker’s  mate).  Mentioned .  132 

Miller,  Charles  (Acting  ensign).  Mentioned .  571 

Miller,  Frederick.  Mentioned . 278 

Miller,  Henry.  Mentioned . 472 

Miller,  John.  Mentioned . 549 

Miller,  Joseph  E. 

Mentioned . . . 326 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865  ..  530 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 . . . .  327 

Miller,  Joseph  N.  Mentioned .  276,463 

Miller,  Nicholas.  Mentioned . 320 

Miller,  Tom.  Mentioned . 743 

Milligan,  J.  F.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . . .  782,  802 

Milliken,  William  H.  Mentioned .  329 

Mills,  Charles.  Mentioned . 496 

Minchener,  Joseph.  Mentioned  . 691 

Mingo,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . - .  695 

Minkoff,  Theodore.  Mentioned .  526,531 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864 . .  297-304 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865 _  444,  491-505 

Mentioned .  39, 141,  193, 196,  244, 246, 

248,  254, 255, 257, 258,  265,  309-311,  319,  325,  331,  344,  382,  399,  426,  437,  438, 
442,  452,  513,  514,  560,  594,  598,  603,  638,  6*11-643,  703,  717,  724,  736,  738,  739 

Movements  of . 616 

Orders  for  movements .  610,  613,  698 

Minor,  Robert  D.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  760,804 

Mintzer,  Frederick  W.  Mentioned  . 72,194,400,599,723 

Miot,  Ede  (Paul  Emile)  Correspondence  with  D.  1).  Porter .  157 

Missroon,  J.  S.  Report  of  bursting  of  guns  in  attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  Decem¬ 
ber  24-25, 1864  . - .  359 

Mitchell,  J.  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  E.  P . - .  796 

Alexander,  J.  W . . . - . - .  680,692 

Alexander,  .J.  W.,  et  al .  767 

Bell,  Thomas  P  .  686,  765,  773 

Bowman,  Isaac . - .  788 

Bradford,  W.L . 789 

Brooke,  J.  M . - .  753,  756,  775,  779 

Butt,  Walter  R . . - .  681,  692,  772 

Cenas,  II . — . - . - .  762 

Dunnington,  J.  W . - .  674,689,690 

Ewell,  R.  S . . . - .  761 
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Mitchell,  J.  K. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Foreman,  Ivey .  748,  765 

Goodwyn,  M.  P .  762,810 

Graves,  C.J .  770,810 

Harrison,  W.  D . 688 

Howard,  J . 762 

Hudgins,  A.  G .  808 

Kell,  J.  McIntosh .  673,689,804 

Kennon,  B .  778 

Layton,  J.  T .  811 

Lee,  G.  W.  C  . . .  663 

Lee,  R.  E .  747,  765,  780, 804 

Lee,  S.  S. .  664,  752,  753,  761,  766,  771,  773,  775,  781,  784,  794,  795,  800,  802,  810,  811 

McBlair,  W . 811 

McLaren,  George .  788 

Mason,  Charles  T . .  ..  789 

Meads,  James .  771 

Milligan,  J.  F . .  782,  802 

Minor,  R.  D .  760,  804 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  665,  758,  759,  797,  803,  804 

Parker,  J.  H .  763 

Parker,  W.  H .  783 

Peters,  J.  A .  811 

Pickett,  G.  E .  666,  668,  749,  772-774,  777,  805,  806,  808 

Rains,  Gabriel  J .  748 

Read,  C.  W .  683,  752,  797,  810 

Robb,  R.  G .  783,811 

Rootes,  Thomas  R .  768  793 

Scott,  H.  H . 811 

Shepperd,  F.  E .  677,  689,  691,  769,  782,  788 

Shepperd,  F.  E.,  etal .  795 

Shippey,  W.  F  .  780 

Skinuer,  E.  C  .  811 

Smith,  F.  W .  805,808 

Smith,  G.W . 806,810 

Smith,  P.W .  687,688,807,810 

Stevens,  W.  H .  753,  790;  791 

Trigg,  Daniel .  793 

Tucker,  L.  M .  753 

Turner,  James . . .  344 

Wall,  W.  H .  678,692 

Webb,  William  A .  743 

Wharton,  A.  D .  764,  769, 774,  795 

Williamson,  John  A.  G .  349 

Wilson,  Jos.  D .  682,691 

Wilson,  William  F .  7gp 

Mentioned .  101,  382,  690,  754,  755,  790 

Reports  of. 

J ames  River,  Virginia.  Operations  iu .  749-751,  757,  759,  771,  778,  790,  796,  798 
Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  663, 668-673 

Mobjack  Bay,  Virginia.  Captures  made  in.  Reports  of 

Campbell,  D.  A .  gg 

Porter,  David  D . ; .  gg 
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Moccasin,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Abstract  log,  December  23-28, 1864 .  347 

Mentioned . 92, 125, 129, 141, 154, 193,  225, 244,  265,  350,  399,  416,  428,  598,  625,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  386 


Mohican,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  309-312 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865..  444,  469,  470 

Mentioned .  39,  98, 100, 101, 112, 113, 141, 193,  246,  254,  255,  257, 

265,  399,  425,  428,  437,  455,  502,  514,  516,  518,  598,  620,  631,  724,  736,  738,  739 

Orders  for  movements .  82,198,606 

Monadnock,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fislier,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  276 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865  .  462,  463 

Criticism  of,  by 

Fox,  G.  V . . .  105 

Porter,  D.  D .  68,  600-602 

Mentioned .  28,  40,  49, 106, 141, 193, 198,  254,  255,  259,  265,  275,  324, 

331,  376,  399,  425,  428,  433,  438,  455,  461,  464,  479,  598,  615,  620,  724,  736-738 

Movements  of .  67 

Orders  for  movements .  58, 185, 186,  200,  378,  614 

Monitors.  Practical  working  of.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter... .  600 

Montauk,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 

Montauk,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  696,723,740 

Montgomery,  J.  B.  For  correspondence,  see  Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C., 
Commandant  of. 

Montgomery,  Robert.  Mentioned .  227 

Montgomery,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,1865..  443,561,562 
Attack  upon  rifle  pits  near  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina,  January  29, 1865  ..  713 

Mentioned .  40, 

137,  141,  193,  246,  248,  399,  426,  437,  442,  455,  498,  514,  538,  545,  598,  723,  737 

Orders  for  movements .  66,251,384 

Monticello,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  27,  28, 1864  .  385 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  341 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865..  443,  560,  561 

Cushing,  William  B.,  ordered  to  command .  384 

Mentioned .  39,  45,  86, 


99,  141,  154,  193,  197,  246, 254,  255,  353,  399,  416,  426,  437,  455,  598,  723,  737 
Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Smith- 


ville,  N.C . . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Moody,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned . . 

Moody,  William.  Mentioned. . 

Moore, - •  Mentioned . 

Moore,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Moore,  Edward. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell 

Mentioned . 

Moore,  Stephen.  Mentioned . 

Moran,  Charles.  Mentioned . 

Moran,  James.  Mentioned . 

Moran,  Patrick.  Mentioned . 


. .  618-628 

. .  421,703 

.  679,689 

142, 193,  400,  599,  724 

. .  693 

.  744 

.  795 

....  671,690,753,783 

. .  470 

.  547 

.  489 

.  517,584 


Morgan,  Ben.  See  lien  Morgan,  U.  S.  ship. 

Morgan,  Nathaniel  S.  Mentioned . 
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Morgan,  Thomas.  Page. 

Mentioned .  652 

Report  of  raising  of  torpedo  boat  in  James  River .  706 

Morris,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Morris,  U.  S.  S. 

Morris,  Frank  B.  Mentioned .  349 

Morris,  George  U.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  8 .  416 

Morris,  John.  Mentioned .  535,536 

Morris,  William.  Mentioned .  794 

Morse,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40,141,  193,399,421 

Morshad,  Francis.  Mentioned . , .  547 

Morton,  J.  F.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  393 

Mosher,  William.  Mentioned .  647 

Mount  Vernon,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  24,  25,  1864 . 342 

Mentioned .  29,  30,  40, 141, 193,  246,  265,  399, 598,  723 

Mount  Washington,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40,141,193,399,598,632,723 

Mowry,  George.  Mentioned .  424 

Moyler,  James  E.  Mentioned . 690 

Mulford,  Abraham  B.  Mentioned .  39, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Mulina,  Peter.  Mentioned .  689 

Mulkeen,  Michael.  Mentioned .  571 

Mullan,  Horace  E.  Mentioned .  290,  489 

Mullen,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  497 

Mullin,  Anthony  T.  E.  Mentioned .  226,  227,  239,  244,  254 

Munn,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  508 

Munn,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  365,  368 

Munroe,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned .  489 

Murdaugh,  John  W.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  767 

Murphy,  Daniel  S.  Mentioned .  464 

Murphy,  James.  Mentioned . 689 

Murphy,  John  D.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15,  1865  .  546 

Murphy,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  812 

Murphy,  William.  Mentioned .  552 

Murray,  Captain.  Mentioned . 745 

Murray,  Daniel.  Mentioned . 174 

Murray,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  489 

Myers,  - .  Mentioned .  451 

Myers,  Henry.  Mentioned .  490 

Myers,  J.  G.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  Jan¬ 
uary  13-15,  1865 .  506 

Mystic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  40,  141, 193,  399,  598,  710,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  44 

Nagle,  Augustus  F.  Mentioned .  626 

Nansemond,  C.  S.  S. 

Bell,  Thomas  P.,  appointed  to  command .  765 

Butt,  Walter  R.,  appointed  to  relieve  Thomas  P.  Bell  of  command  of. ..  772,  773 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning .  102 

List  of  officers  of . 692 

Mentioned .  102,  206,  382, 

665,  667,  669,  671,  672,  674,  675,  679,  681,  683,  686,  687,  693,  750,  751,  754,  774 
Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  also,  Trent’s  Iieach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  Jan¬ 
uary  23  and  24,  1865. 
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Nansemond,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Abstract  log,  January  13-15,  1865 . 573 

Attack  on  Fort  Fislier,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864 .  350 

Captures  made  by .  130 

Mentioned .  40,  50, 128, 141, 193,  221,  242, 243, 

254,  255,  265,  331,  399,  416,  428,  429,  437,  455,  535,  567,  572,  599,  723,  737,  739 
Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Srnitk- 

ville,  N.  C . 618-628 

Nansemond  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in.  Report  of  John  Guest .  184 

Nashville,  Tenn.  U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at  ..  113 

Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Gayle,  K.  H .  621,  623 

Maffitt,  J.  N .  769,  776 

Mitchell,  J.  K .  663,  665,  668,  669,  750,  757-759,  771,  778,  790,  796-798,  803,  804 

Pinkney,  R.  F .  372 

Semmes,  R .  784 

Wood,  John  Taylor . 667 

Report  of  operations  from  April  30  to  November  5, 1864 .  754 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. 

Correspondence- with 

Baker,  F.  H .  626 

Barnes,  J.  S . - . - .  103 

Beaumont,  J.  C . -  -  - .  125, 157 

Caldwell,  C.H.  B.... .  138 

Colhoun,  E.  R . 146 

Dennison,  William  E .  182 

Farragut,  D.  G . 646 

Fox,  G.V . 713 

Gelett,  Jos.  S .  700 

Glisson,  O.  S .  44 

Godon,  S.W .  58 

Grant,  U.  S .  391,  392,  635,  721,  722 

Guest,  John . 80 

Harrell,  A.  D .  123 

Herrick,  E . - .  60 

Howell,  J.  C . - . -  197 

Kilty,  A.  H .  694 

Lamson,  R.  H . . . -  -  137 

Lauman,  Joseph .  616,  638,  640,  641,  643,  697,  703,  704,  717 

Lundt,  W.  O . - . - .  5 

Macomb,  W.  H .  11,12,27,415 

Magaw,  Samuel .  412 

Morris,  G.  U . - . - . - .  116 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of .  406,  412,  638,  639,  657 

Navy  yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of .  605 

Nichols,  E.  T . - .  456,645 

Ord,  E.  O.C .  707 

Porter,  D.  D .  5, 

9,  12,  26,  31,  45,  49,  58,  60,  64,  72,  75,  79,  81,  94,  108-110, 113, 118, 119, 131, 
134, 136,  140, 143, 144, 157, 158, 160, 163,  182, 191, 195,  202,  227,  240,  253,  254, 
261-272,  287,  290,  385,  396,  406,  407,  411,  413,  421,  432-436,  444,  445,  448,  452, 
457,  458,  520,  600,  613,  618,  623,  631,  633,  658,  700,  702, 712,  714,  718,  721, 726 

Parker,  W.  A . - .  637,642 

Pickering,  C.  W . - . - .  518,  521 

Pickering,  Thomas . - .  •  -  -  - . - .  384 
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Navy  Department,  U.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

President,  U.  S .  3 

Preston,  S.  W .  260 

Radford,  William .  616,  639,  645,  646,  698,  708,  710 

Rhind,  A.  C .  237 

Rodgers,  John .  198,204 

Smith,  Frank .  34 

Spicer,  William  F . .  191 

Steedman,  Charles .  29,  544 

Temple,  William  G .  488 

Thatcher,  H.  K .  631 

Trenchard,  S.  D .  75 

Trnxtun,  W.  T .  42 

Upshur,  J.H .  626 

Wade,  B.  F .  604 

War  Department,  U.  S .  402 

Wells,  F.  S .  8 

Werden,  Reed .  29 

Navy  Yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of. 

Correspondence  with 

Fox,  G.  Y .  694 

Grant,  U.  S .  639 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  406,  412,  638,  639,  657 

Pickering,  C.  W .  613 

Porter,  D.  D .  Ill,  183, 189,  390,  393,  629 

Wise,  H.  A .  217 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Preparations  for  second  attack  upon .  411 

James  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  718 

Monadnock,  U.  S.  S.  Movements  of .  6,  67 

Navy  Yard,  Washington,  D.  C.,  Commandant  of.  Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 605 

Neal,  Eliza.  See  Eliza  Neal,  Schooner. 

Neil,  John.  Mentioned .  227 

Neil,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned .  514 

Neill,  C.  H.  Mentioned .  562 

Nelson, - .  Mentioned .  380 

Nelson,  Pilot.  Mentioned .  157 

Nelson,  Lawrence  J.  Mentioned .  761,  783 

Nelson,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  795 

Nemetz,  Otto.  Mentioned .  553  554 

Nereus,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  289-292 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  ..  443,  488-491 

Mentioned .  40, 141,  265,  353,  425,  427,  437,  455,  499,  512,  514, 575,  602,  724 

Movements  of .  497^  493 

Orders  for  movements .  605,  606 

Neuse,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  754 

Neuse  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Orders  and  instructions, 

David  D.  Porter .  725 

See  also  New  Berne,  N.  C. 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Protection  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter . . .  616,  617,  696,  697 

Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb .  618 

Correspondence  of  D.  D.  Porter  with  senior  naval  officer  iu .  416 
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New  Berne,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Mentioned .  40,  141, 157, 193,  399,  599,  723 

Movements  of .  69 

New  Hampshire,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  396 

New  Inlet,  North  Carolina. 

Blockade  of.  See  Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of. 

Expedition  in.  Report  of  Samuel  Hall .  30 

Rolando,  H.,  ordered  to  relieve  Lieutenant-Commander  Weaver  of  com¬ 
mand  at .  389 

Correspondence  of  D.  D.  Porter  with  senior  naval  officer  in .  195 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  275 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 .  461 

Condition  of . . . , .  414,616 

Mentioned .  40,  141, 193, 

200,  225,  243,  246,  248,  252,  254,  255,  257,  265,  274,  277,  279,  285,  289, 292,  296, 
298,  303,  310,  314,  319,  323,  324,  328,  331,  341,  342,  344,  345,  350,  352,  362,  366, 
367,  373,  374,  376,  399, 425,  426,  429, 432,  433, 434,  438,  440,  445,  453,  462,  466, 
468,  470,  476,  478,  484, 487,  490,  491,  493,  505,  506,  519,  526,  565-567,  569, 570, 
594, 596,  599,  602,  628,  637-643,  646,  657,  698,  708,  710,  719,  724,  734,  736-739 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia . 649 

Orders  for  movements .  199,  608,  609 

Newman,  L.  Howard. 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  265,  391,  399,  599,  627,  723 

Reports  of. 

Cape  Fear  River.  Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of _  625 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  25,  1864  .  279 

New  Orleans,  La.  U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at.  113 

Newton,  Thomas  W.  Mentioned .  744 

New  York,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  459,460 

New  York,  U.  S.  District  Judge  of.  Mentioned .  139 

New  York  Troops.  Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Heavy — Regiments:  13th,  660;  16th,  115. 

Infantry — Regiments :  142d,  260,  367 ;  147th,  515,  583. 

Nicholls,  George.  Mentioned .  537 

Nichols,  Ed.  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Ludlow,  B.  C .  69 

Morgan,  Thomas .  706 

Parker,  W.  A .  642 

Porter,  D.D .  4,  28, 41,  44,  53,  55,  74,  75 

Radford,  W .  704 

Sheer,  Thomas  W . - .  152 

Simmons,  J.  W .  706 

Mentioned . 39,  72, 141, 193,  399,  598,  637,  638,  651,  655,  723 

Reports  of. 

Coal.  Measures  for  supplying .  419 

Dutch  Gap,  Va.  Cutting  of  canal  at .  46,  66 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Affairs  in .  395 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865..  456 

James  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  61,72-74,76,194 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by  Confederate  squadron, 

January  23  and  24,  1865 .  645 

Feasibility  of  passing  obstructions  in . 47 
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Nichols,  Smith  W.  Page. 

Mentioned .  325,  499,  512, 514,  539 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  . - .  593 

Nicholson,  Somerville.  Mentioned .  40 

Nickels,  J.  Frederick. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  10 

Mentioned  .  39,140,192,398,597,722 

Night  Hawk,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  744 

Niphon,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  31-39 

Mentioned .  40,  62, 141, 193,  399,  421 

Nipsic,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  695 

Norfolk,  Va.  Opening  of  port  of,  to  commercial  intercourse. 

Order  of  David  D.  Porter . 83 

Proclamation  of  President,  U.  S .  109 

Report  of  Thomas  W.  Sheer .  152 

U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at .  113 

See  also  Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  of. 

Norman,  James  M.  Mentioned .  39, 141, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Normann,  Charles.  Mentioned .  533 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

Captures  made  by .  5-9,  31-38,  44,  58,  80,  84, 118, 

125,  126-134,  136-139, 154, 158, 182, 190, 195,  385,  402,  407,  421-425,  700-702 

Change  of  divisions  of .  615 

Disposition  of  vessels .  39,  98, 140, 192,  398,  421,  597,  613,  704,  722 

Efficiency  of  “  double-ender”  vessels.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter .  714 

Parker,  William  A.,  assumes  command  of  Fifth  Division .  81 

Vessels  detached  from .  407,  411,  718-720,  724 

North  Carolina. 

Confederate  vessels  serving  in .  754 

Disposition  of  vessels  serving  in  waters  of.  See  North  Atlantic  Blockading 
Squadron.  Disposition  of  vessels. 

Opening  of  trade  in  sounds  of.  Report  of  David  D.  Porter .  113 

Operations  in  waters  of. 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter .  79, 139,  387,  391,  410,  417 

Reports  of 

Febiger,  John  C . .  709,711 

Foster,  II.  H .  418 

Macomb,  W.  H .  9,  50,  95, 144,  410,  413,  417,  421 

Truxtun,  W.  T .  42 

See  also  Edenton,  N.C.;  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.;  New  Berne,  N.C.;  New  Inlet, 

N.  C.;  Philadelphia,  Steamer,  Capture  of;  Pitch  Landing,  N.  C.; 
Plymouth,  N.  C.;  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.;  Roanoke  River,  N.  C.; 
Washington,  N.  C.;  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

North  Carolina,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  756 

North  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Heavy — Battalions :  1st,  365,  368.  Regiments :  2d  (36th  North 
Carolina),  363,  365,  366,  368,  371,  741,  744,  747;  3d  (40th  North  Car¬ 
olina),  613;  Ezzell’s  Company,  362. 

Artillery,  Light — Battalions:  3d  368;  13th,  365,  368,  595.  Regiments:  1st 
(10th  North  Carolina),  365,  368,  371;  Battery  I,  746. 

Infantry — Battalions:  1st  Junior  Reserves,  371,372;  3d  Junior  Reserves, 
251,270,271;  7th  Junior  Reserves,  371,  372;  Junior  Reserves  (not 
designated),  367,  368,  746.  Regiments :  42d,  260,  292,  356. 
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North  Carolina,  Governor  of.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting .  783 

Proclamation  of,  calling  citizens  to  the  defense  of  Wilmington . .  785 

North  Heath,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  44, 786 

Order  for  sinking  of,  in  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina .  785 

NorthPoint,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned . . .  431 

Northrup,  William  H.  Mentioned .  564 

Norton,  Lot.  Mentioned .  543 

Nutting,  William  G.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  400,  599,  723 

Nyack,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  30,  1864 — January  17,  1865 .  491 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  25,  1864  . 279 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  246,  249,  265,  391,  399,  416, 425,  427,  599,  619,  714,  716,  723 

Operations  in  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina .  625,627 

Ober,  F.  A.  Mentioned . - .  794 

O’Brian,  Mr.  Mentioned . . . 480,481 

O’Brien, - .  Mentioned .  533 

O’Brien,  Edward.  Mentioned .  497,504 

O'Brien,  Douglass  F.  Mentioned . - .  40,141,599 

O’Callaghan,  Edward  J. 

Mentioned .  332,  547,  548 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  . : .  549 

O’Connel,  M.  Mentioned .  812 

O’Connell,  William.  Mentioned .  337 

O'Connor,  Frederick  A.  Mentioned .  442,494-497,499,504 

Octorara,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . ; .  715 

O’Donnell,  Nathaniel.  Mentioned .  497,503,504 

O’Donnell,  Patrick.  Mentioned .  533 

Ogier,  Henry  T.  Mentioned .  503 

O’Kane,  Daniel.  Mentioned . •- .  504 

Old  Dominion,  Blockade  runner.  Mentioned .  613 

O’Leary,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  497,  504 

Oliver,  Albert  W.  Mentioned .  517 

O’Neal,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  497,503 

O’Neil,  Charles.  Mentioned .  557 

O’Neil,  James.  Mentioned .  516,517 

O’Neil,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  514 

Onondaga,  U.  S.  S. 

Engagements 

In  Trent’s  Reach,  James  River,  January  24, 1865  .  656,  657 

With  Battery  Dantzler,  Va.,  November  29, 1864  .  106 

With  Battery  Dantzler,  Va.,  December  5  and  6,  1864 .  145 

Mentioned .  28,  40,  61,  75- 

77,  97,  101,  103,  111,  116, 120, 141, 148, 155,  156, 188, 193, 199,  204,  206,  379- 
382,  399,  400,  412,  599,  632-634,  636,  641,  642,  645,  647,  649-658,  662,  707,  723 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia .  650,  6§5-657 

Orcott,  John  A.  Mentioned . - .  471 

Ord,  Edward  O.  C. 

Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  707 

Mentioned .  646,  655 

Orton, - .  Mentioned . .  747 

Osborn,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  59 
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Osceola,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 . . .  336-338 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 .  549-551 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  41,  87 

Chase  of  C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee,  November  7,  1864 .  53 

Mentioned .  40,  54,  86,  98,  99, 141, 193,  246,  254-256,  265,  330,  345,  346, 

399,  426,  437,  442,  455,  471,  474,  490,  502,  548,  599,  700-702,  705,  715,  723,  739 

Orders  for  movements .  4,393 

Otis,  William  H.  Mentioned  .  626 

Otley,  William.  Mentioned .  18 

Otsego,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  11 

12, 14,  21,  26,  40,  92,  98, 141, 160-165, 168,  169,  171, 172, 174-178, 180, 181, 193 
Operations  at,  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-November  1,  1864. .  17-19 

Operations  in  Roanoke  River .  71 

Sinking  of.  See  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition  against,  December  9-28, 

1864. 

Ottiwell,  William.  Mentioned .  39,192,398,597,722 

Overton,  Caleb  G.  Mentioned .  41g 

Owl,  Steamer. 

Mentioned .  745  77 q 

Orders  to  J.  N.  Maffitt  concerning . .  769  776 

Paine,  Charles  J.  Mentioned . . .  77,  480,  577,  578,  587-590 

Paine,  James  G.  Mentioned . . . .  479  502  514 

Palmer,  Mr.  Mentioned .  747 

Palmer,  Innis  N. 

Correspondence  with 

Butler,  B.  F .  444 

Porter,  D.  D .  26 

Mentioned .  57,  65,  95, 115, 144, 152, 163, 180 

Parker,  E.  S.  Mentioned .  g44 

Parker,  Foxhall  A.  Mentioned .  409  633  642 

Parker,  Francis  S.  Mentioned .  744  743  7gg 

Parker,  George  D.  Mentioned .  3gg 

Parker,  James. 


Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  299 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  495-502 

Parker,  John  H. 

Mentioned .  g^2  7g4 

Report  of  raising  of  schooner  Gallego .  ’  7gg 

Parker,  W.  H.  Mentioned .  ’  57g 

Parker,  William.  Mentioned .  ^44 

Parker,  William  A. 

Assumes  command  of  Fifth  Division  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  81 

Correspondence  with 

Belknap,  G.  E .  147,148 

Colhoun,  E.  R .  145’  147 

Gibbon,  John .  633,634 

Grant,  U.  S .  g3g 

Graves,  G.  W .  j4g 

^ Peter . '599, 600 

Lynch’ D . 634 
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Parker,  William  A. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  637 

Nichols,  E.T .  194,642 

Peake,  John  L . 147 

Porter,  D.  D .  90, 103,  111,  116, 120, 135, 151, 153, 155, 156, 190,  395,  644,  658 

Potter,  Edward  E .  148 

Rawlins,  J.  A .  632 

Sumner,  G.  Watson .  647 

Wandell,  M.  E .  206 

Court-martial  of .  662 

Mentioned .  40,  78, 141, 144, 146, 147, 185, 190, 

193,  395,  399,  415,  420,  599,  635,  637,  638,  643,  644,  646,  650-654,  657,  662,  663 

Relieved  of  command  in  James  River .  637,  638 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with, 

November  29,  1864  .  106 

December  5,  1864 .  145 

James  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  45, 

101, 103, 106, 116, 155, 156, 188, 199,  204,  379-383,  400,  412 
Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865. ..  632-634,  642,  644, 655 
Parker,  William  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  Iv.  Mitchell .  783 

Mentioned . .  754,  758 

Parks,  William  F.  Mentioned .  522,523 

Parrish,  George  W.  Mentioned .  158 

Parrish,  Lewis.  Mentioned . ,. —  160,671,678,691,783 

Parrott,  Enoch  G. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  186, 198,  614 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 193,  259,  265,  399,  438,  455,  461,  598,  602,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  276 


Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 


1865  . - .  462,  463 

Parry,  Cyrus  B.  Mentioned .  40, 142 

Parsons’  Battery.  See  Battery,  Parsons,  Va. 

Pascoe,  Richard.  Mentioned .  689 

Patapsco,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  628 

Patchin,  Orrin  B.  Mentioned .  322 

Patrick  Henry,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  380,  754,  758,  783 

Patterson,  Thomas  H.  Mentioned .  39,141 

Patterson,  William.  Mentioned . 794 

Paulding,  Hiram.  Mentioned . 197,613 

Paul  Jones,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  544 

Fawtuxet,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  323 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865 .  486 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  54,  85 

Mentioned . - .  40,88, 

141,  193,  246,  254,  265,  328,  330,  400,  425,  427,  437,  455,  599,  705,  715,  723,  737 

Orders  for  movements . *  -  -  387 

Payne,  Henry.  Mentioned .  322 
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Peake,  John  L.  Reports  of.  v  Page. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  _  467 

Saugus,  U.  S.  S.  Injuries  to,  resulting  from  engagements  with  Battery, 

Dautzler,  Ya .  144;  147 

Fennypacker,  Galusha.  Mentioned .  589,590 

Pensacola,  Fla.  Opening  of  port  of,  to  commercial  intercourse. 

Proclamation  of  President,  U.  S .  109 

United  States  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing .  113 

Pequot,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864 .  283,  284 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865..  443,  478-482 

Captures  made  by . .. .  426 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  84 

Engagement  with  Fort  Anderson,  N.  C .  630 

Mentioned .  40,  42,  85-89, 128, 131, 141, 193,  246,  255,  499, 

265,  399,  437,  442,  455,  473,  491,  561,  571,  599,  705,  708,  711,  723,  736,  738,  740 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  on  Smith’s  Island,  North  Carolina .  624 

Orders  for  movements .  387 

Perquimans  River,  North  Carolina.  Operations  in.  Report  of  Earl 

English .  421 

Perry,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  508 

Perry,  Commodore.  See  Commodore  Perry,  U.  S.  S. 

Perry,  Matthew  C.  Mentioned .  739 

Perry,  Willis  G-.  Mentioned .  502,  506,  508,  509,  514 

Peterkin,  William.  Mentioned .  39 

Petersburg,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  44 

Peters,  Herman. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  158  390 

Mentioned .  593  723 

Peters,  Hubert.  Mentioned .  544  553  554 

Peters,  James  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  811 

Mentioned .  gg^ 

Peters,  5Yilliam  H.  Mentioned  _ _ .  _ _  _ _ _ _  _  621  622  770 

For  correspondence  see  Navy  Department,  C.  S. 

Petrel.  See  Stormy  Petrel,  Steamer. 

Pettit,  Charles  A. 

Mentioned .  341 

Report  of  removal  of  torpedoes  from  New  Inlet,  N.  C .  197 

Phelon,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  39,  149, 192, 194,  399, 598,  723 

Phelps,  Charles.  See  Charles  Phelps,  U.  S.  ship. 

Phelps,  Thomas  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Gorgas,  Albert  C . 

Porter,  D.  D .  g^ 

Mentioned . ’437, 455 

Philadelphia,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  January  10,  1864  .  422-425 

Mentioned . 

Order  for  recapture  of .  7^ 

Philadelphia  Press.  Correspondence  with  G.  V.  Fox .  204 

Phillipps,  Adrian.  Mentioned .  294  509 

Phlox,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 40,  47, 141, 188, 193,  399,  599,’  723 

Phythian,  Robert  L.  Mentioned .  275 
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Pickering,  Charles  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  520 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Ya.,  Commandant  of .  613 

Porter,  D.D .  378 

Mentioned .  40,  42, 142, 193,  265,  400,  437,  519,  520,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  308 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865.  518-522 
Pickering,  Thomas. 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399 

Report  of  conditi  on  of  U.  S.  S.  F ort  Donelson . . . . . .  334 

Picket  Boat  No.  1,*  U.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 192,  398, 597,  632,  652,  656,  723 

Picket  Boat  No.  2,t  U.  S.  Mentioned .  141^  192;  393 

(See  also  Basely,  TJ.  S.  S.) 

Picket  Boat  No.  3,  tU.S.  Mentioned .  40,141,192,399,632,598,723 

Picket  Boat  No.  4,$  U.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 120, 141, 192,  399,  598,  723 

Picket  Boat  No.  5,||  U.  S.  Mentioned .....  40, 141, 188, 192,  399,598,  632,  652,  656,  723 
Picket  Boat  No.  6,tf  U.  S.  Mentioned .  40,  72, 141, 194,  400,  599,  632,  723 

Picket  Launch  No.  3,  U.  S. 

Mentioned .  723 

Movements  of .  743 

Orders  for  movements .  629 

Picket  Launch  No.  4,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  141, 193,  399,  598,  642,  645,  653,  656 

Picket  Launch  No.  5,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  of  D.  D.  Porter  with  commanding  officer  of .  104 

Mentioned .  122-124, 141, 160, 161, 193,  399,  598,  723 

Movements  of . 79 

Orders  for  movements .  404 

Picket  Launch  No.  6,  U.  S. 

Mentioned .  141, 143, 193,  399,  598,  723 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Smith- 

ville,  N.  C .  618-628 

Orders  for  movements .  153,  390 

Pickett,  Charles.  Mentioned .  663,  805,806 

Pickett,  George  E. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . 666,  668,  749,  772-774,  777, 805,  806,  808 

Mentioned .  149,  380,  663,  666,  672,  761,  762,  773,  778-780,  790,  804 

Pierce,  Frank  A.  Mentioned .  483 

Pierson,  Alexander.  Mentioned .  483 

Pierson,  W.  H.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15,  1865  .  488 

Pile,  Jones.  Mentioned .  322 

Pinkney,  Robert  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Anderson,  Archer .  334 

Bragg,  B . .. . .  364,788 

Chapman,  R.  T . 372 

Gift,  G.  W .  767 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C .  757,  768,  776,  786,  788 

Mentioned . .  288,  363,  365,  740,  746,  754,  786 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  372 


*  Known  also  as  XT.  S.  S.  Alpha, 
t  Known  also  as  J.  E.  Bazely  and  U.  S.  S.  Beta. 
J  Known  also  as  TJ.  S.  S.  Gamma. 

N  W  R — YOL  11 - 56 


§  Known  also  as  TJ.  S.  S.  Delta. 

|[  Known  also  as  IT.  S.  S.  Epsilon. 
IT  Known  also  as  U.  S.  S.  Zeta. 
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Pishon,  Henry  M.  Mentioned .  193, 400,  599,  724 

Pitch  Landing,  N.  C.  Expedition  to,  December  2-6, 1864. 

Abstract  log  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Chicopee,  December  3, 1864-March  5, 1865 -  123 

Orders  and  instructions,  W.  H.  Macomb . - .  121 

Reports  of 

Harrell,  A.  . .  121-123 

Macomb,  W.  H . ...... . - .  121 

Place,  Francis  L.  Mentioned . - . - .  691 

Plimly,  George.  Mentioned .  517 

Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Capture  of,  October  29-November  1,  1864. 

Advancement  of  W.  H.  Macomb  recommended  for  distinguished  con¬ 
duct .  27 

Congratulatory  letter  from  Navy  Department,  U.  S.,  to  W.  H. 


Macomb . - . - .  27 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Macomb,  W.  H . .  25 

Porter,  David  D . . . . . .  26 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  II.  N.  T .  17 

Barrett,  G.  W . - .  24 

Barton,  Philip  H . * .  16 

Campbell,  Robert . . .  22 

Carpenter,  Thomas . . . ..... .  20 

Duer,  Rufus  K . . . -  -  - . - .  15 

English,  Earl . . . . - .  19,20 

Harrison,  William  H .  16 

Hopkins,  George .  24 

Josselyn,  Francis .  22 

Macomb,  W.  H .  11, 12-15 

Porter,  David  D . . .  12,  26 

Quayle,  Thomas  E . .  25 

Stuart,  Alex.  C . - .  24 

Truxtun,  W.  T . 21 

Operations  at. 

Orders  and  instructions,  David  D.  Porter . .  104, 105 

Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb .  57, 64,  697 

See  also  Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Poindexter,  Carter  B.  Mentioned .  754 

Polley,  Janies  H.  Mentioned .  539,540 

Pontoosuc,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  . . .  285-287 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  . ..  443,  486-488 
Mentioned . 193, 


254,  255,  265,  330,  400, 425,  427,  428,  437,  442,  455,  575,  599,  705,  715,  723 


Orders  for  movements .  198,387 

Pool,  Addison.  Mentioned .  279 

Poole,  C.  C.  Mentioned . 159,160,418 

Poole,  Francis  H. 

Mentioned .  354 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  354 

Poole,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  158 

Poole,  Meredith.  Mentioned . 356 

Pope,  Ezra  P.  Mentioned . 519 

Pope,  Henry.  Mentioned . 159 
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Page. 

Pope,  Lemuel.  Mentioned .  557 

Poplar  Point,  N.  C.  Engagement  at.  See  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition 
against. 

Poppy,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 141,  193,  400,  599,  723 

Porter,  Benjamin  H.  Mentioned . . .  399 

435,  442,  447-449,  451,  457,  498,  500,  527,  528,  560,  573,  581, 598,  738,  739 

Porter,  Carlisle  P.  Mentioned . . . 443  599 

Porter,  Charles  E.  Mentioned .  ’  cqi 


Porter,  D.  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Adams,  II.  A .  95,  202,  392,  413 

Adams,  H.  A.,  jr .  188 

Aldon,  J ames .  317,  318,  468,  607 

Allen,  F.  B . 18g 

Ammen,  Daniel .  82,  98, 100, 112, 198,  309,  469,  470,  606 

Arey,  Henry .  5,  36,  52,  89 

Arnold,  H.  N.  T .  479 

Baker,  F.  H .  H7,  383 

Balch,  J.  W .  34,  56,  80,  87,  343 

Barnes,  J.  S .  631,  695j  72o 

Beaumont,  J.  C .  64,  200,  319,  320,  522 

Belknap,  George  E .  4,  69, 186, 198,  277, 464,  607 

Bennett,  J.  W . 315 

Berney,  A .  g 

Berrien,  J.  M .  37 

Blake,  Homer  C .  650,651 

Bradford,  J.  S .  229 

Braine,  D.  L .  84,126,283,284,387,478,481,482,624,630 

Breese,  K.  R .  224,388,446,449,451 

Brooks,  John  A.  J .  43g 

Brown,  James .  333 

Bruner,  E.  D .  48,  89 

Butler,  B.  F .  96,  103, 114, 135,  142,  150, 191, 196,  224, 249,  250, 252 

Caldwell,  C.  H.  B .  593 

Campbell,  D.  A .  43  59 

Chandler,  R .  313,  484 

Chase,  Whitman .  219 

Clitz,  J.  M.  B .  4,  41, 53,  87,  336,  338,  393,  549,  605,  699,  701 

Colhoun,  E.  R . . .  146,  276,  467,  604 

Corbin,  T.  G .  499 

Crafts,  S.  P .  201,344 

Cushing,  W.  B .  384,  560,  624,  703,  725 

Dahlgren,  J.  A .  425,615,628 

Davis,  J.  L .  46,  70, 117,  219,  220,  339,  551 

Dawson,  L.  L. . 573 

Dennison,  W.  E .  38,  88, 183, 195,  386,  720 

Devens,  E.  F .  420 

Dove,  B.  M .  112,135,201 

Dunn,  Thomas  C .  534  532 

Faucon,  E.  H .  66,251*384 

Febiger,  J.  C . 494 

Fox,  G.  V .  28,  68,  77,  78,  81, 116, 119, 120, 124, 134, 142, 182, 184, 190,  207 

Frailey,  J.  M .  Ill,  327,  534,  536,  604,  606 

Frost,  G.W .  630,708 

Fyffe,  J.  P . 647 
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Correspondence  -with 

Garfield,  W.  H .  49 

Glisson,  0.  S .  28,  30,  42,  62,  85, 117, 185,  332,  333,  378,  379,  429,  430,  545,  603 

Godon,  S.  W .  325,524,608 

Goodwin,  E.  S . . .  627 

Grant,  U.  S .  110, 155, 394,  401,  404,  405 

Green,  F.  M .  573,  700,  720 

Gregory,  F.  H .  143 

Guest,  John .  84, 117, 186,  330,  563,  607,  629 

Hall,  Samuel .  38 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  Senior  naval  officer .  401,  644 

Harris,  T.  A .  614 

Harris,  T.  C .  312-314, 482 

Howell,  J.  C .  289,290,488,605 

Iluse,  Samuel .  129,  351 

Kemble,  Edmund .  33 

Kerens,  J.  H .  717 

Keyser,  E.  S .  378 

King,  F.  T .  407 

Lamson,  R.  H .  54,  97,  345,  570 

Lanman,  J .  196,  297,  299,  301,  491,  492,  494,  503,  504,  610,  643,  724 

Lay,  J.  L .  185 

Leonard,  George .  152 

Lowry,  R.  B .  10 

MacDiarmid,  J .  108,  353,  354,  574,  617 

McMaster,  James . 540 

Macomb,  W.  H .  9,  26,  50,  55,  57,  60,  64,  65,  69,  72, 

79,82,  83,  92,  93,  95,  98, 105, 115, 121, 139, 144, 152, 160, 163-165, 167, 172, 174, 
177,  187,  387,  391,  407,  410,  414,  417,  421,  422,  424,  425,  616,  618,  696,  697,  725 

Manning,  Edward . 56 

Mellach,  E .  166,392,398 

Miot,  Ede  (Paul  Emile) .  157 

Morton,  J.  F .  393 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  75,  81,  84, 108-110, 

119, 134, 157, 182,  240,  396,  407,  411,  421,  457,  458,  613,  631,  633,  712,  721 
Navy  yard,  Norfolk, Va.,  Commandant  of  ..  Ill,  183, 189,  390,  393, 411,  629,  718 

New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Senior  naval  officer  at .  416 

New  Inlet,  N.  C.,  Senior  naval  officer  off . 195 

Newman,  L.  H .  625 

New  York,  Governor  of .  459  460 

Nicbols,  E.  T .  4,  28,  41,  44,  46,  47,  53,  55,  61,  66,  72-76,  395’  419 

Nickels,  J.  F . 10 

Palmer,  I.  N .  26 

Parker,  James . 497,502 

Parker,  William  A .  45,  81,  90,  97, 101, 103, 106,  111,  116, 120, 135, 

145,  151,  153,  155,  156, 188, 190, 199,  379,  395,  400,  412,  632,  633,  644,  655,  658 

Parrott,  E.  G .  186, 198,  276,  462,  463 

Peake,  John  L .  144 

Peters,  Herman .  158,390 

Pettit,  C.  A . I97 

Phelps,  Thomas  S .  537  614 

Pickering,  C.  W . 308,378 

Pickot  Launch  No.  5,  Commanding  officer  of .  104 

Porter,  J.  H .  350 

Potter,  E.  E .  185, 198, 205,  278, 279, 554 
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Porter,  D.  D. — Continued.  Page. 

Correspondence  -with 

President  U.  S .  459 

Preston,  S.  W .  228 

Radford,  William .  199,  200,  252,  275,  414,  461,  608,  649,  719 

Ramsay,  F.  M .  82,  280 

Renshaw,  R.  T .  617 

Reynolds,  John  G .  585 

Rhind,  A.  C .  218,  222,  224,  226 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  of .  460, 461 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B . . .  136, 199,  324,  539,  614 

Roath,  W.  D . 390 

Rodgers,  J .  719 

Rolando,  II . .  63,  386,  389,  421,  614 

Sands,  B.  F .  7, 185,  331,  378,  379,  409,  547, 603,  642,  719 

Schenck,  James  Findlay .  184,  304,  531-534,  609 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O .  68, 128,  288,  476-478 

Sheer,  T.  W .  217 

Sheldon,  George  D . 106 

Sheldon,  William  B .  393,  720 

Sherman,  William  T .  388,  408,  397,  612 

Sicard,  Montgomery .  315,485 

Smith,  B.  P . 702 

Smith,  Frank .  88,  201 

Smith,  Melancton .  307,  308, 509,  517,  611,  698 

Spicer,  W.  F .  378,  603,  719 

Spotts,  J.  H .  54,  85,  387 

Steedman,  Charles . ....  . .  46,  327,  329,  541,  614 

Stuart,  Fred.  D . 6 

Studley,  Ira  B .  83 

Tarr,  Robert .  456 

Taylor,  William  Rogers .  321 

Temple,  William  G .  285, 287,  387,  486 

Terry,  Alfred  H . .  431,  586,  613 

Thatcher,  H.  K .  49, 293-295, 505,  507,  509,  611,  698 

Trenchard,  S.  D .  83, 118, 186,  340,  557 

Truxtun,  W.  T .  117, 136,  225,  334,  335,  471,  473 

Upshur,  J.  H .  41,  200,  346,  568 

Vanderbilt,  Aaron .  112 

Walker,  John  G .  47,  189,  202 

War  Department,  U.  S .  458 

Watmough,  P.  G .  31, 

37,  38,  66,  70,  86,  92, 124, 154,  217,  220,  225,  284,  383,  473,  628,  699,  705,  711 

Weaver,  A.  W . . . . . .  10,  338,  389,  466,  606 

Webb,  F.  R .  62 

West,  W.  C .  249,  597,  695 

Western  Bar,  Cape  Fear  River,  North  Carolina,  Senior  officer  off....  56,  221 

Wetmore,  H.  S .  45 

White,  E.  W .  627 

Williams,  J.  M .  386 

Wise,  II.  A .  124,  232 

Wood,  Ben .  355,356 

Woodward,  T.  J .  190 

Young,  George  W .  50, 127, 131, 151,  390,  416,  554,  556 

General  orders .  37, 91, 116, 245-247, 248, 252,  401, 425-428, 458, 459, 615 
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Porter,  D.  D. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned . 3,  29,  58,  60,  68,  75,  85, 103, 109, 115, 142, 166, 196-198,  205,  236-239, 

243,  244, 260,  269,  304,  333,  344,  347,  349,  357-359,  388,  391,  396,  403,  404,  409, 
412,  415,  418,  425,  431,  459,  460,  505,  514, 519-521,  545,  553, 558, 580,  587,  589- 
591,  604,  605,  616,  631,  640,  645,  662,  698,  717,  722,  736,  739,  740,  747,  783,  784 
Ordered  to  report  at  Navy  Department  as  a  member  of  a  naval  board  ....  702 

Reports  of. 

Albemarle,  C.  S.  ram,  and  Southfield,  U.  S.  S.  Raising  of  wrecks  of. . .  64 

Annie,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  31,  1864 .  31 

Armstrong,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  December  4, 1864 .  136 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with,  Decem¬ 
ber  5,  1864 . . .  144 

Blenheim,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  January  25,  1865 .  700 

Blockade  runner.  Destruction  of,  December  27,  1864  .  385 

Cape  Fear  River. 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of .  618,  623 

Operations  in .  721 

Defenses,  Harbor .  726 

“Double  enders.”  Efficiency  of .  714 

East  and  West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadrons.  Vessels  ordered  to  duty 

in .  718 

Ella,  Steamer.  Destruction  of,  December  5,  1864 .  131 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  253-260,  261-275, 287,  290,  350 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  .  432-445, 

448,  452,  457,  463,  520 

Explosion  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  near,  December  24, 1864  .  227,  240 

Preparations  for  attack  upon .  124, 191 

Preparations  for  second  attack  upon .  406,  413 

Hampton  Roads,  Virginia.  Movements  of  United  States  vessels  1o 

and  from .  28,  49,  79, 134, 143 

James  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  72,155 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  28,  1864 .  5,  9 

Monitors.  Practical  working  of .  600 

North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Disposition  of  vessels.  39, 140,  398,  597 

North  Carolina.  Opening  of  trade  in .  113 

Petrel,  Blockade  runner.  Driving  ashore  of .  195 

Plymouth,  N.  C.  Capture  of,  October  29-November  1,  1864 .  12,  26 

Prizes.  Capture  of .  190 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.  Expedition  against,  December  9-28,  1864 _  160, 163 

Reliance  and  Little  Elmer,  Sloops.  Capture  of,  November  9,  1864  ...  58 

Saco,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  202 

Tallahassee,  C.  S.  S.  Chase  of .  60 

Theta,  U.  S.  tug.  Purchase  of .  158 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  658 

Vixen,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  December  1, 1864 .  118 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of . 45 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to,  for  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C .  458-460 

Special  orders .  247,  248,  401,  427,  428, 704,  708 

Porter,  Henry  O.  Mentioned . .  326,  524 

Porter,  James.  Mentioned . 459 

Porter,  James  H. 

Mentioned .  40, 128, 141, 193,  265,  399, 437,  455,  599,  723 

Report  of  chasing  ashore  of  steamer  Ella,  December  3,  1864 .  130 

Port  Royal,  S.  C.  U.  S.  Treasury  Department  circular  authorizing  trade  at..  113 
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Potomac  Flotilla.  Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in . . .  407 

Potter,  Edward  E. 

Correspondence  with 

Porter,  D.  D .  185, 198,  205 

Wood,  G.  H .  552 

Mentioned . - .  193,  259,  265,  399,  437,  455,  598,  724 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Va.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with,  De¬ 
cember  6,  1864  .  148 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  278,  279 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865 .  554 

Preparations  for  attack  upon . - .  205 

Potter,  John.  Mentioned . - .  H 

Powell,  Thomas.  Mentioned . - .  293 

Power,  Low  &  Co.  Mentioned . . — . . . .  743,  745 

Powers,  Frank  A.  Mentioned .  514,  547 

Powhattan,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864 .  304-306 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865..  444,531-534 


258,  265,  399,  426,  430,  437,  442,  453,  478,  480,  490,  535,  538,  599,  610,  724, 738 

Orders  for  movements . - .  909 

Prance,  George.  Mentioned .  545 

Pratt,  Henry  A.  Mentioned .  959 

Pratt,  Nichols.  Mentioned .  557 

Preble,  Edward  E  Mentioned .  326,524 

Prescott,  George  H.  Mentioned .  537 

Prescott,  William.  Mentioned . -  538 

President,  C.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  C.  S .  154 

Wood,  J.  Taylor . - .  967 

Mentioned .  960, 409,  529,  743 

President,  U.  S. 

Correspondence  with 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  3 

Porter,  D.  D .  ^59 

Senate,  U.  S . 27 

Mentioned .  27, 109, 113,  392,  398,  409,  458,  459,  637,  712 

Proclamation  by,  opening  to  commercial  intercourse  the  ports  of  Norfolk, 

Fernandina,  and  Pensacola . - .  109 

Preston,  Samuel  W. 


446-452,  457,  481,  498,  500,  508,  514,  515,  525,  527,  545,  546,  563,  570,  583,  739 
Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  260 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Explosion  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  near,  December 

24, 1864  .  228 

Price,  Pilot.  Mentioned . - .  ^  744 

Price,  George  T.  Mentioned .  497,503 

Price,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  154 

Prichett,  James  M.  Mentioned .  141 

Pridgen,  Matthew  Washington,  Mentioned .  363,  366,  371 
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Priebe,  William.  Mentioned . . .  518 

Prizes. 

Disposition  of . 702 

Measures  to  lie  employed  in  case  of  injury  done  to  vessels  or  cargoes  after 

surrender .  75 

Prometheus,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 

Province,  George.  Mentioned .  545 

Pryor,  William  H.  (?).  Mentioned .  778-780 

Pucket,  John  H.  Mentioned .  99 

Putnam,  General.  See  General  Putnam,  U.  S.  S. 

Putt,  George  F.  Mentioned .  533,534 

Quaker  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  January  16,  17,  1865  .  563 

Attack  ou  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  331 

Captures  made  by .  191 

Mentioned .  40,  53, 141, 193,  246, 

247,  254-256,  265,  330,  348,  353,  359,  400,  426,  485,  562,  599,  718,  720,  724,  739 

Orders  for  movements .  378,  408,  603,  719 

Quayle,  Thomas  E.  Report  of  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-Novem- 

ber  1,  1864  .  25 

Queen,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  479 

Orders  for  movements . 450 

R.  R.  Cuyler,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by .  jgg 

Mentioned .  40,  56, 136-140, 192,  246,  247,  399,  426,  437,  597,  598,  723,  738 

Orders  for  movements . . .  205  408  596 

Radford,  William. 

Correspondence  with 

Henderson,  Alex  . .  797 

Lay,  J.  L .  554 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  7Qg 

Nichols,  E.  T .  7Q4 

Porter,  D.  D .  199,  200,  252,  608,  719 

Rumsey,  H.  B .  7Q4 

Mentioned . .  4q 

141, 193,  265,  399,  425,  432,  438,  453,  599,  637,  638,  640,  643,  646,  655,  703,  724 

Ordered  to  assume  command  of  James  River  Division.. .  639  645 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  275 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865 .  461 

James  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in .  69g  794  749 

New  Ironsides,  U.  S.  S.  Condition  of .  414  616 

Trents  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  639  646  649 

Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C. 

Confederate  defenses  at.  Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb .  g2 

Expedition  against,  December  9-28,  1864. 

Casualties  . .  162,  169)  174)  176 


Orders  and  instructions. 

Macomb,  W.  TI . 

Porter,  David  D .  46g 
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Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C. — Continued. 


Page. 


Expedition  against,  December  9-28,  1864 — Continued. 
Reports  of 

Arnold,  H.  N.  T . 

Brooks,  John  A.  J . 

Duer,  Rufus  K . 

English,  Earl . 

Foster,  H.  H . 

Harrell,  A.  D . 

Harrell,  A.  D.,  et  al . 

Holman,  Samuel . 

Lee,  Robert  E . 

Macomb,  W.  H . . . 

Porter,  David  D . 

Raynolds,  George  C . 

Simpson,  G.  L . . 

Proposed  expedition  against. 

Communications  from 

Butler,  B.  F . 

Porter,  David  D . . 


.  162,171,176 

.  168,169,171 

. .  166,170 

.  171,174 

.  166 

.  172 

. .  171 

. .  176 

. .  181,182 

160, 163-165, 167, 174, 177 

.  160,163 

.  162 

.  174 


114 

103 


Orders  and  instructions. 

Butler,  B.  F . 

Porter,  David  D . 

Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb  — 
Rains,  Gabriel  J.  Correspondence 

Raleigh,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 

Ramsay,  Francis  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Bee,  Benjamin  F . 

Burleigh,  Daniel  C . 

Cullaton,  John . 

Porter,  D.  D . 

Wiedenbein,  Charles . 

Mentioned . . 


.  114 

.  115 

.  152 

with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  748 

.  746 


.  282 

.  280 

.  282 

. .  82 

.  281 

40,  92, 101, 142,  193,  265,  400,  437,  455,  475,  599,  724 


Reports  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  . 

Ramsey,  Alex.  Mentioned . 

Randall,  Horace  H.  Mentioned . 

Randle,  Captain.  Mentioned . 

Rankin,  John  T.  Mentioned . 

Rannahan,  John.  Mentioned . . 

Ransom,  George  M.  Mentioned . 

RatclifF,  James  B.  Mentioned . . . 

Ratts,  Thomas  O.  Mentioned . 

Ravat,  William.  Mentioned . 

Rawlins,  John  A.  Correspondence  with 

Parker,  W.  A . 

Terry,  Alfred  . . 

Raynolds,  George  C. 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  casualties  resulting  from  blowing  up  of  U.  S.  S.  Otsego.... 

Raynon, - .  Mentioned . 

Read,  Charles  W. 

Assumes  command  of  Battery  Wood,  \a . 


.  280 
.  394 

.  648 

741,  745 
.  365 

.  497 

39 

.  692 

356 
59 

.  632 

..  587 

18 

..  162 
.  213 

..  747 


Correspondence  with 
Blanc,  Samuel  P . . 
Matherson,  J.  W  . 
Mitchell,  J.  K - 


.  685 

.  685 

752,  810 
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Read,  Charles  W. — Continued.  Pa<*e. 

Mentioned .  382,  664,  669,  672,  673,  680,  693,  747-749,  782,  797-799, 803, 804,  811 

Reports  of. 

James  River,  Virgina.  Effect  of  freshets  on  obstructions  in .  797 

Trent's  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 . . .  683 

Read,  William  W.  Mentioned .  691 

Redden,  J ohn.  Mentioned .  538 

Redding,  John  W.  Mentioned .  536 

Redding,  William  H.  Mentioned .  535 

Reed,  Allen  V.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 

1864  .  323 

Reed,  Daniel.  Mentioned .  743 

Reed,  Peter.  Mentioned . 508 

Reid,  E.  C.  Mentioned . 744,745 

Reilley,  John.  Mentioned .  18 

Reilly,  James  H.  Mentioned .  365,  368,  371, 594 

Reinig,  Louis.  Mentioned .  549 

Release,  U.  S.  bark.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  399,  400,  723 

Reliance,  Sloop.  Capture  of .  58  59 

Renshaw,  U.  S.  schooner.  Mentioned .  40,  98, 141, 193, 400,  599,  723 

Renshaw,  R.  T. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  617 

Mentioned .  39,  14^  ig3;  399^  593  649,  793 

Republic,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  390,  437;  599,  723 

Orders  for  movements .  igo  g^g 

Reynolds,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . .  5g5 

Mentioned . . . _ . . .  ggg 

Rliind,  Alexander  C. 

Correspondence  with 

Lamson,  R.  H .  4gg 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  237 

Porter,  D.  I) . . .  218, 222, 224, 225 

. - .  39 

140, 192, 219-221,  225,  227,  229,  235,  241-244,  254,  255,  259, 298," 398,"  597,  722 
Report  of  explosion  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  near  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December 

24> 1864  .  226,  230-232 

Rhoades,  William  W.  Mentioned .  339  524-526 

Rhode  Island,  Governor  of.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  460  461 

Rhode  Island,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24, 1864  .  349 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  _  443,  557-560 

Captures  made  by .  ’  44g 

Mentioned .  40, 135, 141, 193,  246,  254,  255, 265,  292,  346,  400, 

426,  428,  437,  455,  545,  565,  599,  637,  638,  641,  643,  697,  702,  703,  723,  736,  739 

Orders  for  movements .  75>  83, 186,  604 

Rice,  Charles.  Mentioned .  997 

Richardson, - .  Mentioned . .  744 

Richardson,  James.  Mentioned . 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning"  1  n 9  oo9  qqq 

List  of  officers  of .  .  ’  ’  ggj 

Mentioned .  206,  664)  G67-673,  676;  678-680,  683_g86j 

690, 693,  694,  748,  751,  754,  764,  769,  775,  778,  779,  781,  782,  793,  795,  808 


Mentioned  . 
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Richmond,  C.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  Trent’s  Iieach,  Virginia.  Attempted 
passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and 
24, 1865. 

Protection  of,  against  torpedo  attack .  759,  764,  770 

Richmond,  Va.  Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at .  754 

Riddell,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  547 

Ridgely,  Daniel  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Nichols,  S.  W .  539 

Porter,  D.  D .  136,  614 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  265,  400,  437,  454,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Green  Cay.  Expedition  to .  199 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  324 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  .  539 

Riley,  George  S.  Mentioned .  514 

Riley,  John  (Landsman).  Mentioned . - .  479-481 

Riley,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned . —  518 

Riley,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 334,335 

Risley,  H.  H.  Circular  regarding  opening  of  trade .  113 

Roanoke,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  <80,811 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning .  102 

Mentioned .  206,  382,  637,  689,  704,  750,  751, 754,  774 

Roanoke,  U.  S.  S.  Orders  for  movements .  694 

Roanoke  River,  North  Carolina. 

Confederate  defenses  of.  Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb .  82 

Confederate  vessels  in . . 60,  754, 755 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  in. 

Communications  from 

Grant,  U.S-, . - —  - . .  721 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . , . .  721,722 

Report  of  W.  H.  McComb . - .  00 

Expedition  for  destruction  of  Confederate  ram  in.  Report  of  W.  H.  Ma¬ 
comb  .  018 

Obstruction  of.  Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb .  414 

Operations  in. 

Communications  from  Jones  Frankie .  93 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  H.  N.  T .  71 

Macomb,  W.  H .  55,  65,  69,  93 

Febiger,  John  C .  711 

See  also  Plymouth,  N.  C.;  Bainboiv  Bluff,  A.  C. 

Roath,  Warrington  D. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . 390 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Robb,  Robert  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . -  783,  811 

Mentioned .  7^® 

Roberts,  J.  Du  Bose.  Mentioned . - .  772 

Roberts,  James.  Mentioned .  227 

Roberts,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned .  691 
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Robeson,  Henry  B.  Page. 

Mentioned .  .  294,512 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  508 

Robins,  M.  S.  Mentioned .  785 

Robinson,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  553,554 

Robinson,  Charles.  Mentioned .  504 

Robinson,  Edward  A.  Mentioned .  241 

Robinson,  John.  Mentioned .  544 

Roby,  Francis  M. 

Mentioned . .  365,  366)  369;  372-375,  377 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  373 

Rochow,  William  E.  Mentioned . 329 

Rock  Light,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 380 

Rodgers,  John. 

Correspondence  with 

Fox,  G.  V . . .  197,204,205 

Navy  Department,  U.  S. .  493  204 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  399,  598,  724^  740 

Ordered  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Gettysburg . . . .  749 

Rodman,  B.  F.  Mentioned . 

Rodman,  T.  J. 

Correspondence  with  H.  A.  Wise . . .  233 

Mentioned . - .  119,  124, 134,  233,  234,  236 

Statement  of  preparation  of  U.  S.  S.  Louisiana  for  explosion  off  Fort  Fisher 

N.C  . . 

Rogers,  C.  M.  Mentioned . 

Rogers,  Langdon  S.  Mentioned . 

Rogers,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  gjg 

Rolando,  H. 

Appointed  to  command  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina . 


236 

689 

558 


389 


386,  421,  614 


Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter 

Mentioned .  39, 141, 192,  221,  222,  265,  345,  350,  351,  389,  399,  562,  570,  598'  628'  723 

Report  of  escape  of  blockade  runners  _ _ _ _ _  ’  gg 

Roman,  U.  S.  stoi  eship .  AT  entioned .................  407^3 

Ronckendorff,  William.  Mentioned .  ’  27 

Ronnop, -  Mentioned 


741 

745 

691 

691 


Root,  Mr.  Mentioned . 

Rootes,  George  M.  Mentioned . 

Rootes,  Lawrence  M.  Mentioned . 

Rootes,  Thomas  R. 

Appointed  to  command  fire  vessel . 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . 

Mentioned . 

Rose,  John.  Mentioned . 

Roselle,  Robert  H.  Mentioned . 

Rotan,  Samuel.  See  Samuel  Rotan,  U.  S.  S. 

Rover.  See  Tfild  Rover ,  Steamer. 

Rover.  See  Young  Rover,  U.  S.  S. 

Rowe,  A.  V.  Mentioned . 

Rowntree,  Robert  W. 

Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Berberry _ _ _ jpg 

Mentioned .  125,192,398,597,722 

Rulon,  Corporal.  Mentioned .  ^3 

Rumsey,  H.  B.  Correspondence  with  William  Radford . ' .  "  .  70 , 

Runnells,  Farnum  J.  Mentioned..  . on  ha 

.  39, 140 


.  768 

.  793 

102,  383,  754,  795 

.  503 

534 
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Rushmore,  William.  Page. 

Mentioned .  289,  292,  489,  491 

Beport  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  290 

Russell,  John  Le  Mott.  Mentioned .  470 

Russell,  Lord.  Mentioned .  80 

Russell,  W.  W.  Mentioned .  717 

Russia,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431,569 

Ruth,  Janies  E.  Mentioned .  691 

Ryan,  William  F.  Mentioned .  470 

S.  R.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  steamer.  Mentioned .  458,  739 

Sabine,  U.  S.  school  ship. 

Mentioned .  10,  40, 141 

Orders  for  movements .  81 


Saco,  U.  S.  S. 

Condition  of . . .  202, 203 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 190, 193,  395,  400,  421,  709,  712 

Orders  for  movements . - .  47, 189,  204 

Saffron,  *  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  193,  400,  599,  632,  724 

St.  John,  G-.  P.  Mentioned .  343 

St.  Lawrence,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 151, 193,  395,  400,  421,  634,  724 

Sale,  John  B.  Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg .  360,  784 

Sampson,  Isaac  S. 

Mentioned .  131, 132 

Beport  of  destruction  of  steamer  Ella,  December  5, 1864 .  132 

Samuel  Rotan,U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40,61,141,193,400,599,723 

Sanders,  Morton  W.  Mentioned .  259 

Sands,  Benjamin  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Dennison,  William  E . 113 

Dunn,  Thomas  C .  713 

Hunt,  S.  H .  548 

Porter,  D.  D .  185,  378,  379,  603,  719 

Mentioned .  7,  39,  55, 140, 192,  265,  399,  437,  455,  598,  643,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864  .  331 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865  .  547 

Fort  Jackson,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Beaufort,  N.  C .  409 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  28, 1864 .  7 

Trent’s  Beach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865  .  642 

Sands,  Francis  P.  B. 

Mentioned . ®71 

Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Blenheim,  January  25, 1865 .  701 

Sands,  Henry.  Mentioned .  334,  335 

Sands,  James  H.  Mentioned .  539,540 

Sands,  J.  Woodville.  Mentioned . - .  423 

Sands,  Louis.  Mentioned . . .  15,161,709 

Sanford,  E.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Clum,  J.  . .  ®13 

Dana,  C.  A .  613 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  332-334 

Attack  on,  and  captureof,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865.  425, 444, 545-547 
Chase  of  blockade  runners .  28,  30,  42,  44, 85 


Formerly  John  T,  Jenkins. 
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Santiago  de  Cuba,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Page. 

Mentioned .  37,  40,  87-89, 108,  111,  117, 125, 141, 193,  246, 252,  254-256,  258,  260, 

265,  266,  270,  289,  292,  341,  343,  345,  349,  351-353.  355,  400,  426,  428-430,  435, 
437,  455,  457,  484,  490,  514,  518-520, 533, 545-547,  564,  570,  599,  723,  736,  739 

Orders  for  movements .  62, 185,  378,  379,  412,  603 

Sassacus,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  . . . , .  339 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865 .  551, 552 

Mentioned -  40,  86, 141, 184, 186,  193,  220,  227,  229,  230,  238,  239, 242,  244,  246, 254- 

256,  265,  330,  340,  400, 426,  437,  455,  471,  514,  599,  705,  714,  715,  724,  736,  739 

Orders  for  movements . .  29,  46,  70, 112, 117,  218,  219 

Saterwaite,  James.  Mentioned .  24 

Saugus,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864 .  276 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865 .  443,  467 

Criticism  of,  by  D.  D.  Porter .  600,  602 

Engagement  with  Howiett’s  battery,  December  5  and  6,  1864 .  145-147 

Mentioned .  40, 106, 116, 141, 193, 194, 198,  200,  259,  265,  275,  291,  331, 400, 

425,  428,  433,  438,  455,  461,  468, 599,  637,  639,  641-643,  650,  652,  657,  724,  738 

Orders  for  movements .  103,  111,  378,  604 

Saunders,  William  J.  Mentioned... . . .  365,369 


Mentioned .  546 

Mentioned .  39, 140,  192,  399,  598,  723 

Mentioned . . . . . .  464,466 

See  Battery  Saivyer,  Va. 

Mentioned . . .  516,  517, 584 

Mentioned .  322 


Savage,  Auzella. 

Savage,  Hugh  H. 

Saville,  John  W. 

Sawyer,  Battery. 

Scanlon,  Patrick. 

Schenck,  Caspar. 

Schenck,  James  F. 

Assumes  command  in  Hampton  Eoads .  724 

Correspondence  with 

Bache,  George  M .  30g 

Mayo,  H.  O  . . .  533 

Porter,  D.  D .  184,  609 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  265,  399,  437, 453, 599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  304 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 

531-533,  534 


1865 


Schenk,  Augustus.  Mentioned .  '  549 

Schofield,  John  M.  Mentioned .  740 

Schwartzman,  Adolphus  J.  Mentioned .  664  691  812 

Scofield,  Alvah.  Mentioned .  ’  ’571 

Scorpion,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat. 

Mentioned . .  382,  664,  668-670,  672-674,  676,  679, 680,  683-686,  688, 689 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  Trent’s  Beach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron ,  Jan¬ 
uary  23  and  24,  1865. 

Scott,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . g44 

Mentioned .  690,  760)  7?2  773 

Scott,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  g9g 

Scott,  William.  Mentioned .  13*?' 552 

Scovel,  Louis  L.  Mentioned . . 

Seabury,  W.  H.  Mentioned . . . . 

Seaman,  William.  Mentioned .  477 

Searing,  John.  Mentioned .  . 


330 
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Secretary  of  Navy,  C.  S.  Mentioned . . .  60,622,754 

Secretary  of  Navy,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  36,  108, 114,  314,  357,  359,  388, 

394,  411,  516,  522,  604,  607-611,  613,  625,  628,  633, 
635,  640,  643,  646,  647,  650,  698,  712,  719,  720,  724 

Secretary  of  State,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  80, 109 

Secretary  of  Treasury,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  109,113,114 

Secretary  of  War,  U.  S.  Mentioned .  114,203,392,445,458,612,637,739 

Seddon,  James  A.  Mentioned . . .  360 

(For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  C.  S .) 

Seekins,  Charles  W.  Mentioned . .... .  464 

Seigle,  Henry.  Mentioned . „ . . . .  549 

Selfridge,  Thomas  O. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . . .  68 

Mentioned . - .  39,128,140, 

192,  265,  289,  399,  437,  446,  447, 454,  455,  469,  497,  499, 540,  555,  556,  598,  723 
Reports  of. 

Ella,  Steamer.  Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3,  1864 .  128 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 . .  288 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865.. ..- .  476-478 

Sellers,  Pilot.  Mentioned . 745 

Semmes  Battery.  See  Battery  Semmes,  Fa. 

Semmes,  R.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  C.  S .  784 

Semon,  Elmanson  N.  Mentioned . . .  33 

Senac,  Felix.  Mentioned .  776 

Senate,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with  President,  U.  S .  27 

Seneca,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  315 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  14-15,  1865 .  485 

Mentioned .  37,  40,  57,  67,  70, 141, 193,  246, 

254,  255,  265,  279,  319,  400,  425,  427, 437, 455,  484, 499,  514,  599,  705,  723,  738 

Movements  of .  69 

Orders  for  movements .  4 

Severe,  F.  Mentioned . - .  794 

Seward,  William  H.  See  Secretary  of  State,  U.  S. 

Sewell,  Andrew.  Mentioned .  514 

Seymour,  George.  Mentioned .  518 

Seymour,  Isaac  N.  See  Isaac  N.  Seymour,  U.  S.  S. 

Shailer,  William.  Mentioned .  684 


Shamrock,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  9, 18,  22,  25, 

26,  40,  49,  50,  55,  57,  60,  64,  65,  69,  72,  82,  92,  93,  95,  96,  98, 121,  141, 160, 161, 
166,  177,  178, 193,  400,  407,  410,  414,  415,  417,  421,  422,  599,  618,  697,  709,  724 
Operations  at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-November  1,  1864  ..  11-17 

Movements  of . - .  170 

Shannon,  James.  Mentioned . - .  524,  526 


Shawmut,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Shean,  Alexander.  Mentioned . 

Sheer,  Thomas  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter - - —  — ..... 

Mentioned . '  ■ 

Report  of  opening  of  custom-house  at  Norfolk,  Ya 


705,  708,  724,  740 

. .  416 

. .  507 


. .  217 

40, 142, 194,  400,  599,  724 
.  152 
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Sheldon,  George  D.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  106 

Sheldon,  William  B. 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  400,  437,  597,  724 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  393^  720 

Shelly,  Benjamin  F.  Mentioned, .  772 

Shenandoah,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  324 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865..  443,  539-541 

Mentioned . .  40, 141, 193, 246,  254,  255, 

257,  265,  400,  426,  429,  437,  454,  486,  514,  542,  599,  620,  631,  724,  736,  738,  739 

Movements  of .  499 

Orders  for  movements .  136,614 

Shepard,  Louis  C.  Mentioned .  499,513,514 

Shepley,  George  F.  Mentioned .  114,187,407,410,417,646,710 

Sheppard,  Robert.  Mentioned .  289 

Shepperd,  Francis  E. 

Appointed  to  command 

Fire  vessels .  759 

C.  S.  S.  Hampton . 733 

Mentioned .  101,  671,  672,  682,  683,  685,  691,  693,  777,  798,  810 

Reports  of. 

Fredericksburg,  C.  S.  S.  List  of  officers  of .  691 

Signal  Hill,  Va.  Engagement  with  battery  at,  December  7,  1864  _  782 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865  .  677  689 

Transferred  from  command  of  C.  S.  S.  Hampton  to  command  of  C.  S.  S. 

Fredericksburg .  795 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  795 

Shepperd,  John  W.  Mentioned .  497  503 

Sheridan,  Philip  H.  Mentioned .  404*  405 

Sherman,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  388  397  408  612 

Mentioned .  i06, 115, 150, 180, 264,  312, 

388,  394,  396,  401,  405,  406,  408,  425, 586,  606,  614,  631,  695,  696,  731,  744,  746 

Sherry,  James.  Mentioned .  543  549’ 547 

Shields,  Daniel  B.  Mentioned .  ’  ggg 

Shipman,  William.  Mentioned .  q9o 

Shippey,  W.  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  780 

Mentioned . . 

Shivers,  John.  Mentioned . 

Shokokon,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  400,  599,  724 

Orders  for  movements .  ggg 

Shrapnel,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  664,748,750,781,783 

Sias,  John  F.  Mentioned . 

Sibell,  Edward  A.  Mentioned . 

Sicard,  Montgomery. 

Mentioned .  141,  493)  265,  400,  437,  447,  455,  499,  512,  514,  599,  723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  345 

lort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865..  485 


..  754 

497,  504 


328 


Sigel,  Henry.  Mentioned. 


490 


Signal  Hill,  Va.  Engagement  with  battery  at,  December  7,  1864.  Report  of 

F.  E.  Shepperd .  7g2 
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Silliman,  Charles  N.  Mentioned .  659 

Silver, - .  Mentioned .  213 

Simmerman,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  497;  504 

Simmons,  John  W. 

Report  of  raising  of  torpedo  boat  in  James  River .  706 

Mentioned .  650,  652 

Simms,  Joseph  M.  Mentioned .  442,  494-497,  499,  500,  504,  513 

Simonton,  Charles  H.  Mentioned .  799;  801 

Simpson,  George  L. 

Mentioned .  122, 123 

Report  of  casualties  on  board  of  U.  S.  S.  Chicopee,  resulting  from  expedi¬ 
tion  against  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C .  174 

Singleton,  Spyers. 

Mentioned . 90,369,744 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  370,  371 

Sink,  John  T.  Mentioned . 356 

Sinton,  William.  Mentioned .  329 

Skimmon,  William.  Mentioned . 571 

Skinner,  Charles.  Mentioned .  795 

Skinner,  Edwin  C. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  811 

Mentioned .  693 

Skinner,  William  W.  Mentioned .  668,  678,  683,  689,  691 

Slamm,  Jefferson  A.  Mentioned .  486 

Small,  M.  See  M.  Small,  Schooner. 

Smalley,  Anthony. 

Mentioned .  479,  480,  482 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  . 481 

Smead,  Abner.  Mentioned . 745 

Smith,  B.  P.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  702 

Smith,  Charles.  Mentioned . 540 

Smith,  Charles  A.  Mentioned . 514 

Smith,  E.  M.  Mentioned . 692 

Smith,  Francis  W. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  805 

Mentioned . - .  206,  767,  797 

Reports  of. 

Battery  Dantzler,  Ya.  Engagement  of  Federal  ironclads  with,  No¬ 
vember  29,  1864 . 107 

James  River.  Operations  in .  808 

Smith,  Frank. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  201 

Mentioned .  31,  39,  99, 101, 140, 192,  265,  342,  343 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  31,  1864 .  34-36 

Blockade  runners.  Escape  of .  88 

Smith,  Frederic  R. 

Mentioned .  340,557 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  558 


Smith,  George  M. 

Mentioned .  290,  292,  489 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  291 
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Smith,  George  W.  '  Page. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  810 

Mentioned .  604,  804 

Ordered  to  command  Semmes  submarine  battery .  806 

Smith,  James  Y.  For  correspondence,  see  Rhode  Island,  Governor  of. 

Smith,  John.  Mentioned .  320 

Smith,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  119 

Smith,  L.  &  R.  See  L.  $  R.  Smith,  Schooner. 

Smith,  Melancton. 

Correspondence  with 

Cushman,  C.  H .  510 

Fagan,  Louis  E .  514 

McSherry,  H.  F .  308,516 

Porter,  D.  D .  611,  698 

Mentioned .  28,  40,  142, 193,  265,  400,  437,  454,  582,  584,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  307,  308 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  509,  517 

Smith,  Oscar.  Mentioned .  470 

Smith,  Owen.  Mentioned .  308 

Smith,  Peter  W. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Torpedo .  807 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  810 

Mentioned .  664,  672,  679,  689,  766,  804 

Reports  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent's  Reach,  Virginia, 

by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  687 

Smith,  Robert  B.  Mentioned . 343 

Smith,  Samuel.  Mentioned .  320 

Smith,  Sevren  O.  Mentioned .  537 

Smith,  Theodore  E.  Mentioned .  026 

Smith,  Thomas  M.  Mentioned .  544 

Smith, 'William  (Acting  Master’s  Mate).  Mentioned .  693 

Smith,  William  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  544 

Smith,  William  H.  Mentioned  .  546 

Smith  &  Elliott.  Mentioned .  755 

Smithfield,  Va.  Operations  near .  703  704 

Smithville,  N.  C. 

Occupation  of.  Report  of  Louis  Hubert .  799 

Repairs  to  vessels  at .  705 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G.,  ordered  to  assume  command  at .  628 

See  Cape  Fear  River.  Occupation  of  Confederate  'works  at  mouth  of,  etc. 

Snow,  Henry.  Mentioned .  434 

Snow,  William  B.  Mentioned .  535 

Snyder,  Fhineas.  Mentioned .  329 

Sommers,  Robert.  Mentioned .  544 

Sommers,  Rudolph  S. 

Mentioned .  21,  43,  334,  471 

Recommended  for  promotion .  42 

South  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in .  10, 

183,  411,  604-607,  614,  615,  724 

South  Carolina.  Military  affairs  in.  Report  of  John  S.  Barnes .  695 

South  Carolina  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Cavalry— Regiments :  2d,  593,  746,  747. 

Infantry— Regiments:  21st,  372,  595,  747 ;  25th,  595;  27th,  799. 
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Southerland,  Thomas  J.  Mentioned .  749 

Southfield,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  12, 19,  65,  96 

Raising  of  wreck  of,  recommended . 54 

Sparks,  James  B.  Mentioned .  47 

Spaulding,  S.  R.  See  S.  R.  Spaulding,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Spencer,  James  H.  Mentioned .  472 

Spencer,  William  B.  Mentioned .  292  489 

Spicer,  William  F. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  37g;  993  749 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  265,  331,  400,  563,’  599,’  724 

Report  of  capture  of  cotton .  4g4 

Spitfire,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  739 

Spofford,  Va.  See  Battery  Spofford,  Fa. 

Spotts,  James  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Johnson,  H .  4gg 

Porter,  D.  D .  3§7 

Reed,  Allen  V . 323 

Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  265,  400,  437,  455,  486,  599,  723 

Re4>ort  of  escape  of  blockade  runners .  54  gg. 

Spraggins,  Richard  N.  Mentioned  . . .  102  691 

Sprague,  Peleg.  For  correspondence,  see  Boston,  Mass.,  Judge  of  U.  S.  Dis¬ 
trict  Court. 

Spuyten  Duyvil,*  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  7g  499 

124,  193,  400,  412,  415,  599,  634,  637,  639,  640,  642-647,  649,  656,  657,  698,’  724 

Movements  of . . .  443  499 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia .  653-655 

Orders  for  movements . . . . .  185,644  696 

Squib,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat.  Mentioned .  303,707  754 

Stag,  Steamer. 

Capture  of . . .  618,  620-624,  627,  628 

Mentioned . . . . .  740,  745,  746 

Stanfield,  Joseph.  Mentioned . 547 

Stanly,  Fabius.  Mentioned. . ggg 

Stanton,  Edwin  M.  For  correspondence,  see  War  Department,  U.  S. 

Stanton,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 474  472 

State  of  Georgia,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  400,  421,  695,  696,  724 

Stedman,  Franklin.  Mentioned .  4g 

Steedman,  Charles. 

Correspondence  with 

Barnes,  Henry  E .  339 

Cleborne,  C.  J .  329  544 

Coffin,  G.  W .  ’543 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  29 

Porter,  D.  D .  46,614 

Williams,  C.  F .  543 

Mentioned .  142, 193,  265,  400,  437,  454,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  327-329 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865.  541,  545 

Steele,  Jonathan  W.  Mentioned .  743 

Steele,  S.  Mentioned .  54g 


Mentioned  also  as  Stromboli. 
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Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Captures  made  by  .  58,  59 

Mentioned .  40, 141 

Orders  for  movements .  48 

Sterling,  Lady.  See  L.ady  Sterling,  Steamer. 

Stevens,  Daniel  D.  Mentioned .  464 

Stevens,  Waiter  H. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . . .  753,  791 

Mentioned . . .  761,  790 

Stevenson,  James  M.  Mentioned .  744 

Stewart,  Henry  H. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  Macomb .  171 

Mentioned . 19 

Report  of  disposition  of  wreck  of  U.  S.  S.  Otsego . .  171 

Stewart,  William.  Mentioned . 472 

Stiles,  Randolph  R.  Mentioned . 795 

Stites,  Charles  G.  Mentioned .  329 

Stone,  Charles  H. 

Mentioned .  654-656 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865 .  653 

Stone,  Edward  E.  Mentioned .  723 

Stormy  Petrel,  Steamer. 

Destruction  of .  195 

Mentioned . 745 

Strange,  Robert.  Mentioned .  747 

Stribeck,  Charles  A.  Mentioned. . 544 

Stribling,  Cornelius  K.  Mentioned .  613 

Stromboli.  See  Spuyten  Thiyvil,  U.  S.  S. 

Strong,  W.  C.  Mentioned .  365,  368,  369,  371,  742,  743,  746 

Stuart,  Alex.  C.  Report  of  damages  sustained  by  U.  S.  S.  Commodore  Hull  at 

capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C .  24 

Stuart,  Frederick  D. 

Mentioned . .  39,  440,  492,  398,  724,  744,  745 

Report  of  capture  of  British  steamer  Lady  Sterling,  October  28, 1864  .  6 

Studley,  Ira  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  g3 

Mentioned . 4q 

Stuy vesant,  Moses  S.  Mentioned .  300  302  704 

Sullivan,  Charles.  Mentioned .  .  555  557 

Sullivan,  James.  Mentioned .  997 

Sullivan,  James  H.  Mentioned .  300 

Sullivan,  John  (Laudsman).  Mentioned .  559 

Sullivan,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  544 

Sullivan,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned . 470 

Sullivan,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned .  473 

Sullivan,  Margaret.  Mentioned .  494 

Sullivan,  William.  Mentioned . . .  553  554 

Sumner,  G.  Watson. 

CorreS4>omlence  with 

Green,  L.  R . _ .  gjg 

Jarvis,  W.  B . ’ . '  e48 

Latson,  J.  R . 

Swerdna,  George .  949 

Thayer,  D.  H .  64g 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  J anuary  23  and  24,  1865 . .  647 
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Page. 

Sumners,  Charles.  Mentioned .  794 

Sumter,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  742 

Susquehanna,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  325-327 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865  . ..  444,  524-531 

Mentioned . . .  40,  49,  67, 141, 193,  246,  254,  256-258,  261,  265, 

328,  377,  400,  407,  426,  437,  442,  453,  469,  512,  514,  519,  599,  609,  724,  738,  739 

Orders  for  movements . . .  58,  608,  613 

Swaddle,  John.  Mentioned . - .  24 

Swain,  Oliver.  Mentioned .  534,  535 

Swain,  Samuel  G-.  Mentioned .  40,599,724 

Swann,  Thomas  L.  Mentioned .  468 

Swanson,  John.  Mentioned .  545 

Swatton,  Edward.  Mentioned .  545 

Sweeney,  John.  Mentioned .  470 

Swerdna,  George.  Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s 
Reach,  Virginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 

1865  . 649 

Sybil,  Schooner.  Capture  of,  November  21,  1864  .  80,  84 

Symington,  W.  Stuart.  Mentioned .  774 

Tacony,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  Decmber  24-25, 1864  .  334,  335 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865. ..  443,  471-473 

Mentioned .  llj  12,  14, 

24-26,40,  42,  93,  96,  98, 142, 193,  227,  243, 246,  254, 255, 258, 265,  330,  336,  400, 
425,  427,  437,  455,  469,  484, 514,  574,  599,  619,  704,  705,  708,  715,  724,  738,  739 
Operations  at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-November  1, 1864. ..  21,  22 

Orders  for  movements . .  Ill,  117, 136, 184,  225 

Tait,  George.  Mentioned .  372 

Talisman,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  742,  745,  746 

Tallahassee,  C.  S.  S. 

Chase  of . - .  60 

Entrance  of,  into  port  of  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  November  7, 1864  .  759 

Mentioned. . .  32,  44,  54,  269,  288,  358,  375,  378,  441,  457,  714,  742,  767 

Proposition  of  R.  H.  Lamson  for  destruction  of .  97 

Search  for .  46,  47 

Tallapoosa,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 141, 193,  400,  421,  724 

Tallentine,  James.  Mentioned .  21,471,472 

Taney,  James  B.  Mentioned .  334,471,514 

Tanner,  Zera  L.  Mentioned . . . — . .  118,557 

Tansill,  Robert.  Mentioned . .  365,  366,  369,  377,  742,  746 

Tarr,  Robert.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter . - .  456 

Tattnall,  Josiah.  Mentioned .  730 

Taylor,  George.  Mentioned... . . . . . . . .  507 

Taylor,  W.  H.  Correspondence  with  Braxton  Bragg .  360,  362 

Taylor,  William  (Captain  forecastle).  Mentioned .  545 

Taylor,  William  (Coal  heaver).  Mentioned .  531 

Taylor,  William  Rogers. 

Correspondence  with  Albert  C.  Gorgas . .  322 

Mentioned . - . —  29, 141, 192,  265,  399,  598 

Report  of  attack  irpon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  321 

Teague,  J.  N.  Mentioned .  689 

Temple,  William  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Pierson,  W.  H . . .  -  -  - . - .  ^88 

Porter,  D.  D . 287 
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Temple,  William  G. — Continued.  Pap-e 

Mentioned .  .  . 193,  265,  273,  400,  437,  455,  599,  723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  285  287 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  486,  488 

Tennessee,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned . .  ’744 

Terrett,  George  H.  Mentioned .  339,  38j  753 

Teiry,  Adrian.  1' or  correspondence  as  assistant  adjutant-general,  see  Terry, 

Alfred  H. 

Terry,  Alfred  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S .  4q4 

Porter,  D.  D .  431,  586;  613 

War  Department,  U.  S .  453 

General  orders .  431 

Mentioned .  270-272,  394,  404,  405,  432-436,  438,  440, 444,  445, 

_  447,  458,  460,  480,  515,  525,  526,  545,  560,  568,  570,  574,  577,  584,  612,  738-740 
Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  . . - .  587 

Resolutions  of  thanks  to,  for  capture  of  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C .  458-460 

Terry,  Silas  W.  Mentioned .  259 

Terry,  William  A.  Mentioned .  490  518 

Terwilliger,  James.  Mentioned .  460 

Thames,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  434 

Tharpe,  M.  A.  Mentioned . 

Thatcher,  Henry  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Guest,  John . 

McClelland,  J . 

Myers,  J.  G .  50g 

Porter,  D.  D .  49,611,698 

Robeson,  H.  B . 

wnson,  w . 507 

Mentioued . - .  39,  140, 192,  257,  265,  398,  433,  437,  452, *597,  724 

Reports  of. 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  in  Hampton  Roads  331 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  293-996 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  505,  507,  509 

Thayer,  D.  H.  Report  ot  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach, 

\  irginia,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24  1865  643 

Theta,  U.  8.  S.  Mentioned .  ’ 

Thomas,  C.  W.  See  C.  W.  Thomas,  U.  S.  Army  steamer. 

Thomas,  Charles  H.  Mentioned . 

Thomas,  Francis  M.  Mentioned . 

Thomas,  George  H.  Mentioned . 

Thomas,  William.  Mentioned . .  .  5Qg 

Thompson,  Gustavus  B.  Mentioned .  39  444  493  399  598  723 

Thompson,  Henry.  Mentioned.... .  497  499 

Thompson,  Thomas.  Mentioned . 

Thompson,  William  H.  Mentioned . 

Thorburn,  Henry  G.  Mentioned . 

Thorne,  A.  B.  Mentioned 

.  514 


503,  504 
..  690 
..  397 


466 

36 
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Ticonderoga,  U.  S.  S.  Page. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  327-330 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865. ..  443,  541-545 

Mentioned .  142, 193,  246,  254-257, 

265,  280,  323,  345,  359,  400,  426,  429,  437,  454,  512,  519,  599,  620,  724,  738 

Orders  for  movements .  29,  46,  614 

Tierney,  Michael.  Mentioned .  477 

Timmerman,  Louis  F.  Mentioned . .  514 

Tinkham,  James  H.  Mentioned .  511 

Tomlin,  A.  J.  Mentioned .  516,  584 

Tomlinson,  J.  W.  Mentioned .  664,  691,  812 

Tonawanda,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  431 

Torpedo,  C.  S.  S. 

Condition  of .  781 

Fitting  of  boat  howitzer  on . .  766 

Foreman,  Ivey,  appointed  to  command .  765,  766 

Information  received  from  deserter  concerning .  102 

Mentioned. . . .  664,  665,  667,  669,  671-675,  678,  680-683,  686-688,  754,  759,  788,  793,  804 
Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  Trent’s  Teach,  Virginia.  At¬ 
tempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January 
23  and  24,  1865. 

Smith,  P.  W.,  ordered  to  relieve  T.  P.  Bell  of  command  of .  807 

Torpedo  boat,  Confederate.  Raising  of,  in  James  River .  706,  707 

Torpedoes.  Correspondence  concerning .  748 

753,  756,  759,  760,  762,  764,  770,  771,  773-775,  777-780,  795,  796,  800,  805,  811 

Tracey,  Philip.  Mentioned . 561 

Trathen,  James.  Mentioned . . . - .  39, 141, 193,  265,  342,  399,  598,  723 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S.  Circular  from  supervising  agent  of,  regarding 

trade  at  certain  Southern  ports .  113 

Tredwell,  Adam.  Mentioned . - .  622 

Trenchard,  Stephen  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Bingham,  E.B .  559 

Fox,  G.  V .  702 

Hamilton,  H . 560 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 75 

Porter,  D.  D .  83, 186 

Smith,  F.  R .  5^8 

Mentioned .  40, 118, 141, 193,  265,  400,  437,  455,  599,  723 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  340 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  557 

Vixen,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  December  1, 1864  .  118 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January 
23  and  24,  1865. 

Abstract  logs  of 

Eutaw,  U.  S.  . .  651 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  S . 852 

Massasoit,  U.  S.  . .  849 

Onondaga,  U.  S.S .  806 

Casualties . - .  647,  667,  668,  675,  676,  679,  684,  688 

Communications  from 

Berrien,  J.  . .  639 

Eggleston,  E.  . .  693 

Grant,  U.  . .  635,  636,  638,  639,  640,  641 
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Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia — Continued. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  etc. — Continued. 
Communications  from 


Page. 


Lynch,  D . 

Mitchell,  John  Iv . 

Navy  Department,  C.  S . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S . 

Parker,  William  A . 

Porter,  David  D . 

War  Department,  U.  S . 

Court-martial  of  William  A.  Parker 

Destruction  of  C.  S.  S.  Drewry . . 

List  of  officers  of 


.  634 

.  663,664,666,668 

.  665 

.  637,641,657 

.  634,636,638 

.  644,651,658 

.  640 

.  662 

659,  660,  667,  668,  670,  673,  674,  678,  684 


I 


Beaufort,  C.  S.  S . 

Drewry,  C.  S.  S . 

Fredericksburg,  C.  S.  S . 

Hampton,  C.  S.  S . 

Nansemond,  C.  S.  S . 

Richmond,  C.  S.  S . 

Virginia  No.  2,  C.  S.  S . 

Memorandum  of  movements  of  C.  S.  S.  Virginia  No.  2 
Orders  and  instructions. 


692 

693 
691 

691 

692 
691 
690 
665 


Grant,  U.  S . 

Mitchell,  John  K . 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 

Porter,  David  D . 

Turner,  John  W . 

Reports  of 

Abbot,  Henry  L . . 

Alexander,  J.  W . . 

Bell,  Thomas  P . 

Blake,  Homer  C . 

Blanc,  Samuel  P . 

Bradord,  W.  L  . . 

Butt,  Walter  R . 

Green,  Levi  R . 

Dunnington,  John  W  .. 

Farragut,  D.  G . 

Jarvis,  William  B . 

Harrisou,  W.  D . 

Kell,  John  McIntosh  ... 

Lanman,  Joseph . 

Latsou,  John  R . 

Lay,  John  L . 

Matherson,  J.  W . 

Mitchell,  John  K . 

Nichols,  Ed.  T . 

Parker,  William  A . 

Porter,  David  D  . 

Radford,  William . 

Read,  Charles  W . 

Sands,  B.  F . 

Shepperd,  F.  E . 

Smith,  P.  W . 

Stone,  C.  H . 


.  635 

.  665 

-  637,638,639,646 

. .  644,657 

.  634 

.  659 

.  680 

.  686 

.  650 

.  685 

.  667 

.  681 

.  648 

.  674 

.  646 

. 648 

.  688 

.  673,689 

.  638,  640,643 

.  647 

.  654 

.  685 

.  663,668-673 

■ .  645 

632-634,  642,  644,  655 

.  658 

.  639,646,649 

.  683 

.  642 

.  677,689 

.  687 

.  653 
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Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia — Continued.  Page. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  etc. — Continued. 

Reports  of 

Sumner,  G.  Watson . .  647 

Swerdna,  George .  649 

Thayer,  D.  H .  648 

Wall,  W.  H .  678 

Wilson,  Jos.  D .  682 

Wood,  John  Taylor .  667 

Wright,  H.  X .  677 

Feasibility  of  passing  obstructions  in. 

Order  of  David  D.  Porter .  53 

Report  of  Ed.  T.  Nichols .  47 

Trigg,  Daniel. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  793 

Mentioned .  382,  794 

Trimmer,  Robert.  Mentioned .  571 

Tripp,  Othniel.  Mentioned . - .  485 

Tripp,  Stephen  D.  Mentioned .  559 

Tristram  Shandy,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  355,  356 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865. .  444,  573,  574 

Captures  made  by .  129,  700 

Mentioned .  29,  30,  40, 56, 128, 130, 142, 193,  254, 

265,  332,  348,  353,  390, 400,  416,  428,  437,  442,  514,  568,  569,  599,  702,  718,  724 

Orders  for  movements .  420,  421,  720 

Triumph,  Schooner.  Capture  of .  421,  422 

Truxtun,  William  T. 

Correspondence  with 

Campbell,  Robert .  22 

Hopkins,  George .  335, 472 

Porter,  D.  D .  117,136,225,473 

Mentioned .  14,  40, 112,  117, 142,  193,  227,  265,  336,  400,  437, 455,  599,  724 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  334,  335 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  .  471 

North  Carolina.  Operations  in  waters  of,  recommending  Acting 

Ensign  Sommers  for  promotion .  42 

Plymouth,  N.  C.  Capture  of,  October  29-November  1,  1864  .  21 

Tucker,  John  R.  Mentioned .  375 

Tucker,  Levi  M. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . 163 

Mentioned .  162 

Tucker,  Thomas  B.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher, 

N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865  .  572 

Tunbridge,  William.  Mentioned .  514 

Turner,  - .  Mentioned .  145 

Turner,  James  (Pilot).  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  811 

Turner,  James  (Private).  Mentioned .  368 

Turner,  James  E.  Mentioned .  682, 692 

Turner,  John  W. 

Correspondence  with  Ei  F.  Devens .  634 

Mentioned .  619 
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Tuscarora,  U.  S.  S.  „ 

Page. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  327 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15. 1865. ..  443,  534-536 

Mentioned . . .  40,  111,  142, 193,  242,  246,  254, 

265,  400,  426,  437,  442,  490,  499,  500,  513,  514,  529,  599,  601,  620,  695,  724,  738 

Orders  for  movements . .  108,  604,  606,  607 

Tuttle,  William,  jr.  Mentioned . 

Twambly,  Henry  B.  Mentioned .  39,  i4i;  iq2,  3gg;  59^  723 

Twilight,  Sloop.  Seizure  of .  402 

Twombly,  James  B.  Mentioned .  295 

Tye,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  392 

Tyson,  Henry  H.  Mentioned .  6o4 

Unadilla,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log,  December  27,  1864-January  16,  1865  .  475 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  .  280-282 

Mentioned . . .  40,  92, 101, 125, 142, 

193,  242,  246,  255,  265,  400,  425,  427,  437,  438,  455,  599,  704,  705,  708,  724  738 

Orders  for  movements .  ’  g9 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  .  gg 

Union  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Colored.)  Infantry — Regiment :  27th,  590,  594. 
Untiedt,  Frederick.  Mentioned .  ’  ’  J8g 

Unit,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40,'l42,'l93,'400,'599,  724 

Upshur,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter  ..  41  9nn 

Mentioned . "129  ’l42 

193, 227,  242,  243,  245,  265,  336,  400,  428,  437,  455,  568,  569,  573,  574,  599  722 
Reports  of. 

Charlotte,  Steamer.  Capture  of .  ona 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  3^g 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  .  568 

Upton,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  .  ^ 

Upton,  William  G.  Mentioned . 

Valentine,  Edward  K.  Mentioned . _  ”  " .  fit.9 

Valley  City,  U.  S.  S. 

Captures  made  by . 

Expedition  against  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.,  December  9-28,1864''. . . . i  68  1  fiQ 

Mentioned .  ,, 

„  „„  „  .  11, 12, 14,  40,  43, 142 

b>-,  158, 160, 167, 172, 175, 178, 179, 181, 193,  400,  424,  599,  697,  711  712  724 
Orders  lor  movement .  ’  ’  " 

Van  Benthuysen,  Alfred  C.  Mentioned . * .  ’ " '  .  36_ 

Vance,  Zebulon  B.  Mentioned . .'.'."505,' 742,' 746,' 747*785,  787 

1  or  correspondence  see  North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 

Vanderbilt,  Aaron.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  1 10 

Vanderbilt,  U.  S.  S.  . . 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864  _  36g 

Attack  on  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January'^,’  1865  '."518-522 

1  lentioned  .  29,  40,  42, 1 11, 136, 142,  193, 247,  254,  255,  257,  265, 

309>  400’  426>  428>  437>  451>  ^57,  490,  500,  512,  514,  515,  584,  599,  724,  736,  739 

Vannatta,  Theodore.  Mentioned . .  ’  ’ 

Van  Schoten,  John.  Mentioned . . .  3 

Varley,  John.  Mentioned . .  " 

Vanina,  U.S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned .  .  ^ 

Vassallo,  Louis  Gustav.  Mentioned.  . o.™ 

. - .  oJo,  oZv 
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Venable,  Thomas  B.  Mentioned .  745,776 

Vennard,  John  L.  Mentioned  . .  294,509 

Venson,  Levi.  Mentioned . _ .  518 

Verney,  James  W.  Mentioned . . .  488 

Vicksburg,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  7,  8, 11,  40, 142, 193, 196,  249,  391,  400,  416,  599,  724 

Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Smitk- 

ville,  N.  C .  618-628 

Orders  for  movements . .  117,  383 

Victoria,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 142,  193,  400,  599,  724 

Viernelson,  Joseph  E.  Mentioned .  691 

Virginia,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  744 

Virginia  No.  2,  C.  S.  S. 

Information  received  from  deserters  concerning .  101, 102,  380,  381,  383 

List  of  officers  of .  690 

Mentioned . . .  206,  379,  663-674,  677-685,  687,  693,  694, 

748-754,  756-775,  777-784,  788-791,  793-796,  798,  800,  802,  804-808,  810,  811 

Operations  in  James  River .  778,  782 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  also  Trent's  Beach,  Virginia. 

Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  Jan¬ 
uary  23  and  24,  1865. 

Virginia  Troops.  Mentioned.  (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Light — Batteries : 

Johnston’s  (Epes’ company) .  207 

United .  206 

Vixen,  Steamer.  Capture  of,  December  1,  1864 .  118 

Vizittelli  (or  Vizetelly),  Frank.  Mentioned.  ..  .. . - .  747 

Vose,  David.  Mentioned . - .  507 

Vulture,  Steamer.  Mentioned . 744,745 

Wabash,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  307,  308,  340 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15,  1865 .  444, 

509-518,  582-584 

Mentioned .  40, 142, 193,  219,  246,  254,  258,  265,  296,  349,  361,  362,  367, 

400,  426,  437,  451,  454,  499,  569, 594,  599,  612,  613,  642,  715,  724,  738,  739,  784 

Orders  for  movements .  611,  698 

Wachusett,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  78 

Wade,  Benjamin  F.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  604 

Wagner,  Jacob.  Mentioned- .  531 

Waldron,  T.  J.  Mentioned . - .  690 

Wales,  Philip  S.  Mentioned . .  548 

Walker,  Edward  A. 

Mentioned .  121-123, 158, 173 

Report  of  capture  of  property  at  Edenton,  N.  C .  160 

Walker,  John  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Harris,  Abraham  W . 203 

Porter,  D.  D .  47, 189 

Mentioned . . .  40, 141, 193, 202,  400,  724 

Report  of  condition  of  U.  S.  S.  Saco .  202 

Walker,  Norman  S.  Mentioned .  623,  776 

Walker,  Thomas.  Mentioned . - .  478 

Wall,  Richard.  Mentioned . 293 
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Wall,  William  H.  Page. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  795 

Mentioned .  672,  673,  687,  688,  754 

Reports  of. 

Drewry,  C.  S.  S.  List  of  officers  of .  693 

Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865 .  678 

Wallace,  Henry.  Mentioned .  497,504 

Wallace,  Joseph  W.  Mentioned .  294 

Wallace,  Richard  W.  Mentioned .  558 

Wallace,  Rush  R.  Mentioned .  548 

Wallace,  William.  Mentioned .  326,  498,  455,  524-526,  531,  576,  585 

Walling,  Isaac.  Mentioned . .. .  207,380 

Walling,  William  H.  Mentioned .  260 

Walsh,  Dennis.  Mentioned .  531 

Walsh,  John  K.  Reports  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C., 

January  13-15,  1865  .  489,490 

Wandell,  M.  E.  Report  of  operations  in  James  River,  Virginia .  206 

Wando,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned .  4q8 

Orders  for  movements .  407 

War  Department,  C.  S.  Correspondence  with  Robert  E.  Lee .  181, 182,  362 

War  Department,  U.  S.  Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S .  356,  358,  640 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  492 

Porter,  D.  D .  458 

Terry,  A.  H .  458 

Ward,  James  T.  Mentioned .  329 

Ward,  William  H.  Mentioned .  44  375  737 

Wardrop,  David  W.  Mentioned .  15,  121, 122 

Ware,  Paul.  Mentioned .  84 

Warley,  Alexander  F.  Mentioned .  754 

Warner,  James  H.  Mentioned .  755 

Warnick,  William  F.  Mentioned .  537 

Warren,  Alvin  S.  Mentioned .  547 

Warren,  Gouverneur  K.  Mentioned .  179  180 

Warren,  H.  J.  Mentioned .  770 

W ashington,  H.  W.  M.  Mentioned .  7g4 

Washington,  N.  C. 

Attempted  expedition  to,  November  5,  1864.  Report  of  H.  H.  Foster _ 

Evacuation  of,  by  Confederates.  Report  of  W.  H.  Macomb . 

Wasmuth,  - .  Mentioned . 

Wasp,  C.  S.  torpedo  boat. 

Mentioned .  664,  669)  672;  673>  680)  683^6g5 

Operations  in  James  River,  Virginia.  See  Trent’s  Beach,  Virginia.  At¬ 
tempted  passage  of  obstructions  in,  by  Confederate  squadron,  January 
23  and  24,  1865. 

Watmougli,  Pendleton  G. 

Correspondence  with 

Boston,  Mass.,  Judge  of  U.  S  district  court .  32 


48 

82 

533 


Hall,  Samuel 


30 


Porter,  1).  D . .  92,  217,  220,  225,  383,  628,  699,  705 

Rowntree,  Robert  \V .  126 

Williams,  George  C .  474 

Mentioned- . 31;  39, 99, 

101,  113,  117, 141, 192,  225,  226,  229,  242,  244,  265,  302,  399,  437,  455,  598,  723 
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Watmough,  Pendleton  G. — Continued.  Page. 

Reports  of. 

Annie,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  31,  1864 .  31-33,37,38 

Blockade  runners. 

Destruction  of,  December  7,  1864 .  154 

Escape  of .  86 

Cape  Fear  River.  Operations  in .  711 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 .  284,285 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865 .  473,  475 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of .  66,  70, 124, 154 

Watson,  George.  Mentioned .  507 

Watson,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  337 

Waugh,  Edward  J. 

Mentioned .  326 


Reports  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  529,530 


389 

338 


Weaver,  Aaion  W. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  10;  006 

Mentioned .  39, 117, 128, 140, 192,  265,  383,  384,  389,  399,  438,  455,  461,  598,  722 

Relieved  of  command  at  New  Inlet,  North  Carolina . 

Reports  of. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864 . 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  J anuary  13-15, 1865.  -  466 

Webb,  Francis  R. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  02 

Mentioned .  39,140,192,399,598,723 

Webb,  Robert  J.  Mentioned .  090 

Webb,  William  A. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  748 

Mentioned .  102,754 

Webber,  James  F.  Mentioned . -  424 

Webster,  Henry  S.  Mentioned- .  524,526 

Webster,  Milton.  Mentioned . -  108,  423 

Weehawken,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  I'45 

Weeks,  Albert.  Mentioned .  549 

Weidman,  John. 

Mentioned . * . 

Reports  of. 

Attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 . --- 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865. .  550 

Weitzel,  Godfrey.  Mentioned- .  <7,149, 

150,  224,  227,  228,  250-252,  257,  264,  268,  269,  271,  311,  359,  5o8,  736 

Weld,  Manchester  W.  Mentioned..: . - .  464,465 

Welles,  Gideon.  For  correspondence,  see  Navy  Department ,  U.  S. 

Welles,  William  N.  Mentioned .  562 

Wells,  Francis  S. 

Mentioned .  39, 128, 140, 192,  398, 437,  564,  597 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners.  Escape  of . 

Lady  Sterling,  British  steamer.  Capture  of,  October  28, 1864  . 

Wells,  Joseph  D.  Mentioned .  174) 178 

Wells,  Isaac.  See  Isaac  Wells,  Steamer. 

Welsh,  John  (Fireman).  Mentioned . 

Welsh,  John  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned . - .  0 

Wemple.  David  D.  Mentioned  . . . . . . 


336 

336 


52 

8 


322 
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Werden,  Reed.  Correspondence  with  Navy  Department,  U.  S .  29 

West,  Joseph  S.  Mentioned .  g94 

West,  William  C. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  gg7 

Mentioned .  39g  729 

Eeport  oi  movements  of  United  States  vessels  to  and  from  Beaufort 

N-  C .  249  695 

Westbrook,  Herbert.  Mentioned .  ’  531 

Western  Bar,  Cape  Pear  River,  North  Carolina,  Senior  Officer  off.  Cor¬ 
respondence  with  D.  D.  Porter _  KO  OOI 

Western  World,  U.  S.  S.  .  ’ 

Mentioned .  76,  153)  188>  193>  m>  400)  599  724 

Orders  lor  movements .  g9 

Westfield,  John.  Mentioned .  74g 

West  Gulf  Blockading  Squadron.  Vessels  ordered  to  duty  in  ...  631,  718,  719,  724 

Wetmore,  H.  S.  Appointed  to  command  U.  S.  S.  Wilderness . .  ’  45 

Weybossett,  U.  S.  Army  transport.  Mentioned  o4o  ,0, 

Wharton,  Arthur  D.  .  ’ 

Appointed  to  command  fire  vessel .  769 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell . ’ .  774 

List  of  officers  and  men  detailed  for  special  service  under .  795 

Plan  of,  for  discovering  torpedoes .  ”  '7r,  77n 

Wheeler,  H.  K.  Eeports  of. 

Attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  3I3 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15  1865  .  483 

Wheeler,  Hattie  E.  See  Hattie  E.  Wheeler,  Brig. 

Wheeler,  Horace.  Mentioned .  ,?9 

Wheeler,  Henry.  Mentioned . . 192’399'59X  793 

White,  Edward  W.  Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter .  697 

White,  George  B.  Mentioned . 

White,  Joseph.  Mentioned .  " 

White,  T.  J.  Mentioned .  . . 

White,  T.  M.  Mentioned . .  .  ’ 

White,  William.  Mentioned . ’  . 

Wdiite,  William  (Seaman).  Mentioned  rri7 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  S.  . 

Mentioned. .  .  11,  14, 15,  21,  23,  40,  55,  69,  98,  142, 194,  400,  599,  724 

Operations  at  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-November  1, 1864. . .  24  25 
Whitford,  John  N.  Mentioned . 

Whiting,  William  H.  C.  .  71, 182 

Correspondence  with 

Gilmer,  J.  F . 

Hebert,  Louis . .  . 

J ames,  W.  H .  . 

J  ones,  Pembroke .  78° 

Lamb,  William . "."..".'".".."."".I ." .  362 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of .  .  J87 

Pinkney,  E.  F .  78^ 

Mentioned . . ll”  7o7’  /68’  776>  786>  788 

Eeports  of1’  ^  ^  ^  436’  ^  ^  5°5’  691’  594~59^  f  f  7 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Attack  upon,  December  24-25, 1864 .  363  3(., 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 1865. ...  ’  590’  L-i 

I  reparations  for  attack  upon .  .  700-0 

Tallahassee,  C.  S.  S.  Arrival  of,  at  Wilmington,  N.'  C  ....... ........  .  '  ’  fg 
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Whitlock,  J ohn  T.  Mentioned .  206,  380 

Whitmarsh,  Zachariah. 

Mentioned .  326 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  327 

Whyte,  James.  Mentioned .  540 

Wiatt,  Americus  V.  Mentioned.. .  772 

Wiedenbein,  Charles.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December 

24-25, 1864  .  281 

Wight,  Lothrop.  Mentioned.... .  72-74,76,77 

Wilcox,  Battery.  See  Battery  Wilcox,  Va. 

Wilcox.  Franklin  L.  Mentioned .  497 

Wild,  Edward  A  Mentioned .  114, 115, 165, 178 

Wild,  John.  Mentioned .  471,472 

Wilderness,  U.  S.  S. 

Abstract  log 

December  18-24, 1864 .  241-244 

December  28,  1864-January  20, 1865 .  566 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864 .  344 

Captures  made  by .  31-39 

Chase  of  blockade  runners .  52,  89, 112 

Mentioned .  40,  57,  62,  67,  86,  99, 100, 142, 193, 


226,  227,  229,  238-240,  245, 254,  255,  265,  345,  400,  428,  437,  568,  599,  724,  737 
Occupation  of  Confederate  works  at  mouth  of  Cape  Fear  River  and  Smith- 

ville,  N.  C . - . .  618-628 

Orders  for  movements .  5, 45 

Wild  Rover,  Steamer.  Mentioned .  744-746 

Wiley,  Robert.  Mentioned . .  442,449,498,562 

Wilkinson,  John.  Mentioned .  375,741,743 

Wilkinson,  Richard.  Mentioned . - . - .  331 

Wilks,  Frank  H.  Mentioned .  44 

'Willard,  Joseph  "W.  Mentioned . . . . . . . .  302 

Willard,  Robert.  Mentioned . . . - . .  294 

William  Allen,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  218,  709,  712 

William  Badger,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  40, 193,  400,  599,  724 

William  G.  Putnam,  U.  S.  S.  See  General  Putnam,  U.  S.  S. 

William  H.  Dennis,  Schooner.  Mentioned .  419,  420 

Williams,  Anthony.  Mentioned .  488 

Williams,  Augustus.  Mentioned . 546 

Williams,  Charles  F. 

Mentioned . ; .  455,  542,  576,  585 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  . -  .  343 

Williams,  Frank  C.  Mentioned .  541 

Williams,  George  C. 

Mentioned .  4^3 


Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of.  Fort  Fisher,  N. 

1865  . 

Williams,  George  W.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  Henry.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  Henry  (or  Hezekiah).  Mentioned . 

Williams,  James.  Mentioned . 

Williams,  James  M. 

Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Porter  - - - - - 

Mentioned . . 

Williams,  John  (Quartermaster).  Mentioned . 


C.,  January  13-15, 

. .  474 

.  17' 

.  538 

.  691,783 

.  329 

.  386 


39,  350,  399,  573,  598,  722 
.  43 
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Williams,  John  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  17 

Williams,  John,  4th  (Seaman).  Mentioned .  503,504 

Williams,  E.  G -.  Mentioned . 691 

Williams,  Edward.  Mentioned . 574 

Williams,  Lewis.  Mentioned .  293 

Williams,  Robert.  Mentioned . .  176,177 

Williams,  Thomas.  Mentioned .  483,  553 

Williams,  William.  Mentioned .  550 

Williamson, - .  Mentioned .  693 

Williamson,  John  A.  G. 

Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  810 

Mentioned .  664,  690,  804 

Williford,  Willie  H.  Mentioned .  368 

Willis,  Mr.  Mentioned .  712 

Willis,  William  H.  Mentioned .  514 

Willits,  Stephen  E.  Mentioned .  534 

Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Arrival  of  C.  S.  S.  Tallahassee  at .  759 

Blockade  of. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Navy  Department,  U.  S .  416 

Porter,  David  D .  4,  5, 10,  37,  41,  45,  48,  49, 56,  62,  64, 

66,  68,  70,  82,  83,  91,  92, 108, 116, 195,  200,  383,  384,  386,  387,  389,  390,  420,  605 

Watmough,  Pendleton  G .  126 

Reports  of 

Ammen,  Daniel .  98-101 

Balch,  J.  W . 56 

Porter,  David  D .  45 

Watmough,  Pend.  G .  66,  70, 124, 154 

Young,  George  W .  390,416 

See  also  Lamb,  William.  Extracts  from  official  diary  of '. 

Captures  made  off.  See  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron.  Captures  made  by. 

Construction  of  Confederate  vessels  at . . .  755 

Defense  of. 

Communications  from 

Lamb,  William .  737 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C .  757,  768,  776,  786,  787,  789 

Orders  and  instructions,  W.  H.  C.  Whiting .  785,  786,  787 

Proclamation  of  governor  of  North  Carolina .  785 

See  also  Cape  Fear  Fiver.  Operations  in;  Fori  Fisher,  N.  C. 

Escape  of  blockade  runners .  28,  30,  41,  42,  45,  50-54,  63,  80,  84-90, 112, 151 

Operations  against.  See  Cape  Fear  River;  Fort  Fisher. 

Preparations  for  attack  upon  defenses  of.  See  Fort  Fisher,  X.  C. 

Wilson,  Charles.  Mentioned .  559 

Wilson,  Charles  (Ordinary  seaman).  Mentioned .  503 

Wilson,  John.  Mentioned .  553 

Wilson,  John  (Landsman).  Mentioned .  507 

Wilson,  John  A.  Mentioned . 

Wilson,  Joseph  D. 

Appointed  to  command  C.  S.  S.  Hampton .  795 

Mentioned .  382,  672  694  795 

Reports  of. 

Hampton,  C.  S.  S.  List  of  officers  of .  691 

iicnts  Reach,  Virginia.  Attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at,  by 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24,  1865  .  682 
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Wilson,  J.  K.  Mentioned .  794 

Wilson,  Robert.  Mentioned .  538 

Wilson,  W.  Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  Janu¬ 
ary  13-15,  1865  .  507 

Wilson,  William.  Mentioned . 554 

Wilson,  William  Francis.  Plan  of,  for  destruction  of  Federal  gunboats -  760 

Wiltz,  Ludwig  E.  Mentioned . - .  329 

Wingate,  Thomas  &  Co.  Mentioned  .  . .  138 

Winkle,  John.  Mentioned . - .  571 

Winnemore,  Edward.  Mentioned . . . - . - . —  313 

Winslow,  Kader.  Statement  of  movements  of  steamer  Philadelphia .  423 

Winslow,  George  F.  Reports  oi. 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  December  24-25,  1864  .  337 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15,  1865  -  550 

Winsor,  George  H.  Mentioned .  :j07 

Winters,  Charles.  Mentioned .  322 

Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Benton,  J.  . .  314 

Jeffers,  William  N .  315,  233 

Lynch,  D  . . 

Navy  yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Commandant  ot .  317 

Porter,  D.  . . -  -  -  252 

Rodman,  T.  J . - .  233,236 

Mentioned . —  - .  119,120,134,215,359 

Report  of  preparations  for  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C .  119, 124 

Wise,  William  C.  Mentioned .  723,  740 

Wood,  - .  Mentioned .  '380 

Wood,  Battery.  See  Battery  Wood,  Va. 

Wood,  Benjamin.  _ 

Mentioned . "  129’  26t>>  391’  442’  ^74 

Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25,  1864 .  3t>5,  3o6 

Wood,  Francis.  Mentioned .  206 

Wood,  George  H. 

Mentioned . "  * "  ‘ 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 

1865  .  552 

Wood,  James  B.,  jr. 

,  . .  o5b,  oo7 

Mentioned . 

Report  of  attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-1», 

. .  fc, 

Wood,  John.  Mentioned . 

Wood,  John  Taylor. 

’  ,  .  750, 7o5, 803 

Mentioned . - .  TT.  .  .  . 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  y 

Confederate  squadron,  January  23  and  24, 1865  .  007 

Wood,  Samuel.  Correspondence  with  J.  K.  Mitchell .  7Jo 

Wood,  Samuel  S.  Mentioned . - . 690*783  790 

Wood,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned . - .  071,  67.,  683,  690,  783,  JO 

Wood,  William  W.  W.  Correspondence  with  ^ 

Fox,  G.V .  654 

Lay,  J.L .  - .  494-496  560 

Woodward,  Edwin  T.  Mentioned .  15s’ 160 

Woodward,  Joseph  A.  Mentioned .  °  5 
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Woodward,  Samuel  W.  Mentioned .  470 

Woodward,  Thomas  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Grant,  U.  S .  640 

Porter,  D.  D .  190 

Mentioned .  39, 140, 192,  398,  597,  722 

Woolson,  John  S.  Mentioned .  276,463 

Worrishoffer,  Philip.  Mentioned .  564 

Worstell,  Frank  W.  Mentioned .  21 

Wright,  A.  Mentioned . 374 

Wright,  Augustus  O.  Mentioned . 772 

Wright,  George  (or  David).  Mentioned .  783 

Wright,  Henry  X. 

Mentioned . .  671,  690 

Report  of  attempted  passage  of  obstructions  at  Trent’s  Reach,  Virginia,  by 

Confederate  squadron  January  2J3  and  24, 1865 .  667 

Wright,  W.  W.  Mentioned .  612 

Wright,  William.  Mentioned . .  39, 141, 193,  399,  598,  723 

Wright,  William  A.  Mentioned .  743 

Wyalusing,  U.  S.  S. 

Expedition  against  Rainbow  Bluff,  N.  C.,  December  9-28,  1864 .  160, 

162-165, 167, 174-176, 177-181 

Mentioned .  11-14,  26,  40,  98, 142, 168, 171,  173, 194,  400,  599,  697,  724 

Operations. 

At  capture  of  Plymouth,  N.  C.,  October  29-November  1,  1864  .  19-21 

In  Perquimans  River,  North  Carolina .  421  422 

Wyandotte,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . . . . .  40, 142, 152, 194,  218,  400,  599,  724 

Orders  for  movements .  44;  217 

Wyman,  Mr.  Mentioned .  712 

Yadkin,  C.  S.  S.  Mentioned .  375  754 

Yantic,  U.  S.  S. 

Attack  on  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 1864  .  312-315 

Attack  on,  and  capture  of,  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  January  13-15, 1865 .  444, 

482,  483,  491 

Mentioned .  40,  142, 194,  246, 

254-256,  265,  332,  359,  400,  425,  427,  437,  455,  475,  514,  599,  705,  714,  724,  738 

York,  - .  Mentioned .  213 

York  River,  Virginia.  Operations  in. 

Orders  and  instructions. 

Porter,  David  D . 

Radford,  William .  794 

Report  of  Peter  Hays .  599  qqq  710 

Young,  Ephraim.  Mentioned .  794 

Young,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Crowell,  J.  W .  555 

Devens,  E.  F . 129 

Dunn,  Thomas  C . *. .  127  132 

Hamilton,  John  W .  ’555 

Lundt,  W.  O .  51 

Porter,  J.  H .  lg0 

Wells,  F.  S . 52 

Wood,  J.  B . 555 

Mentioned .  39, 117, 141, 193,  265,  341,  399,  437,  598,  723 
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T"oung,  George  W. — Continued.  Pago. 

Reports  of. 

Blockade  runners.  Escape  of . _ .  50,151 

Ella,  Steamer. 

Chasing  ashore  of,  December  3,  1864  . . .  127 

Destruction  of,  December  5, 1864 .  131 

Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.  Attack  upon,  and  capture  of,  January  13-15, 

1865  . .  554,556 

Wilmington,  N.  C.  Blockade  of .  390,  416 

Young,  Jefferson.  Report  of  attack  upon  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C.,  December  24-25, 


1864  . 

Young,  Moses  P.  Mentioned . 

Young  America,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned 
Young  Hover,  U.  S.  S. 

Mentioned . 

Movements  of . 

Orders  for  movements . 

Zeilin,  Jacob.  Correspondence  with 

Dawson,  L.  L . 

Fagan,  Louis  E . 

Zeller,  Theodore.  Mentioned . 

Zent,  Samuel  M.  Mentioned . 

Zerks,  Claus.  Mentioned . . . 

Zeta,  U.  S.  S.  See  Picket  Poat  No.  6,  V.  S. 

Ziegler,  John  Q.  A.  Mentioned . 

Zimmerman,  Charles.  Mentioned . 

Zouave,  U.  S.  S.  Mentioned . 
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